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Bates-Andrews Research Awards Dinner 

The Bates-Andrews Research Awards Dinner was held on May 10th at the W Hotel, marking the end of a successful 
student research year.  The dinner honored all of the participants from the March 2nd Bates-Andrews Research Day, 
listed here on our website, as well as student award winners and their faculty mentors.  Approximately 75 members 
of the TUSDM community attended.   
 
A keynote speech was delivered by Dr. Athanasios Zavras, Professor and Chair, Department of Public Health & Com-
munity Service of TUSDM.  Dr. Zavras spoke about his research career path from when he started at TUSDM in 1991 
with a few lessons he learned along the way. 
 
Additionally, at the dinner the 2021-2022 Bates Student Research Group (BSRG) officers were honored: President—
Raafay Rishi, D23, Vice-President—Gina Kim, D23, Secretary—Sneha Prem, D22, and Treasurer—Jiahui Huang, D23.   
The 2022-2023 BRSG officers were named: Co-presidents—Gina Kim D23 and Jiahui Huang D23, Vice-president: 
Nicholas Wong D24, Treasurer: Megha Kanabar D25, and Secretary: Daniela Cojocaru D25. 
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Researchers in the News 

There are 69 Dental Schools in the United States.  Tufts is now 
ranked #17 of U.S. Dental Schools receiving NIDCR FY21 funding, at 
$3,927,557. This is a marked increase from past years, where Tufts 
was ranked #30 of schools in NIDCR funding for FY20 and FY19. 
Associate Dean for Research Dr. Gerard Kugel would like to thank 

the faculty researchers, lab members, and Dental Research Administration research staff for supporting TUSDM’s re-
search enterprise through generating preliminary data, applying for federal funding and conducting bench, translation-
al, and clinical research.   If you are interested in submitting a grant application, please contact your Research Adminis-
trator or DentalResearchAdministration@tufts.edu.  
 
Dr. Rodrick Wiggins, D22 was recently featured in a Tufts Now article for his biodegradable 
toothbrush.  Dr. Wiggins was first surprised at just how many toothbrushes were thrown out, 
so he started researching ways to counteract this plastic waste.  His first attempt was to cre-
ate a toothbrushing recycling program at TUSDM, partnering with TerraCycle and Colgate’s 
Oral Care Recycling Program.  Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit and that project was put on 
hold.  Dr. Wiggins wasn’t discouraged and turned his attention to designing a new type of 
biodegradable toothbrush.  To read the entire article please follow this link. 
 

Dr. Jake Jinkun Chen, Professor of Periodontology and Director of the Division of Oral Biology, 
and his lab were featured in a July Tufts Now article on “Studying the Link Between Gum Dis-
ease and Alzheimer’s Disease”.  In this article, Dr. Chen states, “In this study, our lab is the 
first to find that Fusobacterium nucleatum can generate systemic inflammation and even infil-
trate nervous system tissues and exacerbate the signs and symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease”.  
Dr. Chen believes that by targeting F. nucleatum, they can slow the spread and progression of 
at least two epidemics—periodontal disease, which affects 47% of U.S. adults over age 30, 
and Alzheimer’s, which afflicts 6.5 million Americans currently, and is expected to increase to 
over 14 million by 2060.  Dr. Chen’s research is published in a peer-reviewed journal, and has 
gotten national attention by many different news stations.  Please follow these links (Article 
#1 and Article #2) to see the press articles.  Congratulations to Dr. Chen and his lab members. 

 
IBC and SBER IRB Updates 

The Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) has issued a policy revision.  All changes are effective immediately.  New in the  policy 

is an extension of the three-year approval duration which may be granted by a Biosafety Officer.  A few changes in the policy ar e: 

All IBC registrations will now expire on the last day of the month, the annual renewal process is no longer defined strictly by regis-

tration approval date, and lastly, PIs should notify both the IBC Office and Biosafety if they are terminating a registration  or allow-

ing it to expire.  Please follow this link to the full text policy revision.  

As of May 2022, the Social, Behavioral, and Educational Research (SBER) IRB no longer requires the submission of a complet-

ed SBER Research Financial Interest Disclosure (RFID) form with each new submission in eIRB. Please follow this link to the new 

financial disclosure requirement for the SBER IRB. 
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DRA Updates 

Dr. Britta Magnuson, Associate Professor in the Department of Diagnostic Sciences – 
Oral Medicine and Assistant Director of Biostatistics and Experimental Design, has 
left TUSDM. Her last day at the school was June 15. 

After receiving her DMD from TUSDM in 2008 and starting work at the school in 
2009, Dr. Magnuson made countless contributions to research, including to protocol 
development, grant development, study design, dissemination, and communications 
with Institutional Review Boards (IRBs). She also developed a strong professional 
reputation outside of Tufts due in part to her work with the Consortium for Oral 

Health Research Informatics (COHRI) and BigMouth Dental Data Repository boards as well as the Ameri-
can Dental Educational Association (ADEA) Legislative Advisory Committee.  

In addition to her accomplishments in research, Dr. Magnuson was known at TUSDM for her teaching 
and student mentorship. She taught at both the predoctoral and postdoctoral levels and earned a repu-
tation for her thoroughness and clarity of communication. She was also creative in developing new stu-
dent events, such as her co-organization of TUSDM’s “DentalFest” event in 2019 and the school’s annual 
Research Recap Video Challenge for Bates Day presenters.  Last but not least, DRA thanks her for her 
many tremendous contributions to Tufts and wishes her the very best in her future endeavors. 

DRA is delighted to announce that Dr. Shruti Jain has replaced Dr. Britta Mag-
nuson and is now an Assistant Professor in the Department of Public Health & 

Community Service and the Division of Biostatistics & Experimental Design. Dr. 
Jain will take over many of Dr. Magnuson’s responsibilities such as protocol de-
velopment, and seeing clinical research patients.  Dr. Jain has BDS and MPH de-

grees and has been working at TUSDM as a Research Analyst. During her 3+ 

years at the school, she has earned a sterling reputation as an outstanding re-

search collaborator, educator, and colleague. She has co-authored articles in 

peer-reviewed journals such as the Journal of Dental Education, the Journal of 
Oral Rehabilitation, and Global Health Action, as well as numerous abstracts. She has also successfully 

directed TUSDM’s postdoctoral Critical Evaluation of Scientific Literature course in addition to guest lec-
turing at both the predoctoral and postdoctoral levels. In her new role, she will continue providing bio-

statistical support to researchers (including protocol and grant development, study design, sample size 
determination, randomization, statistical analysis, interpretation of results, and dissemination) and 
teaching. Additionally, she will perform various clinical research tasks and IRB-related work. Please join 

us in congratulating Dr. Jain on her new position! 
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DRA Updates (continued) 

DRA recently welcomed a new Research Coordinator, Christian Mastroianni.  Chris comes from 
upstate New York and attended Union College for his Bachelor of Science in Biology. He loves mu-
sic, is an avid golfer, and aspires to become a dentist.  As a research coordinator he will be working 
alongside principal investigators and the rest of the research team to carry out clinical research tri-
als. His duties include reviewing and ensuring compliance of study protocols, recruiting partici-
pants, recording and entering clinical research data, maintaining organization of clinical research 
facilities, and corresponding with team members to ensure an effective and efficient research envi-
ronment. We are excited to have Chris join the Tufts Dental Research Administration team!  Please 
reach out and welcome him to TUSDM by emailing him at Christian.Mastroianni@tufts.edu  

Congratulations to Theresa Delucia, Research Administrator II, on receiving her 
certification as a CRA (Certified Research Administrator)! The CRA is a designation granted in 
the United States by the Research Administrators Certification Council to individuals who demon-
strate the knowledge necessary to serve as an administrator of professional and spon-
sored research programs.  Theresa is responsible for all pre- and post-award research activities at 
the Dental School.  She assists with grant preparation and submission and manages all grant-related 
activities once a grant has been funded.  Please reach out to Theresa and congratulate her at There-
sa.Delucia@tufts.edu. 

 ADEA and AADOCR 2023 Annual Meetings 

If you are currently doing research and are thinking about presenting at a national conference, here is some information on up-
coming meetings.  The ADEA meeting will be held in Portland, Oregon March 11-14, 2023.  The abstract submission deadline for 
the ADEA meeting is Monday 9/5/2022.  The AADOCR meeting will also be held in Portland, Oregon March 15-18, 2023.  The ab-
stract submission deadline for the AADOCR meeting is Monday 10/17/2022.  If you plan on submitting an abstract or a talk to ei-
ther meeting you must notify DRA prior to your submission by emailing Katie.Dunn@tufts.edu.  We are also available to review 
your abstract given there is enough time before submission.  Each presenter will then submit to their chosen meeting themselves.   

ADEA and AADOCR Abstract Submission Guidelines: 
• If you plan on having one of our statisticians help you with your analysis, please plan on meeting with them a few 

times, at least one month prior to your abstract submission deadline.  If you have a statistician please continue to 
work with them.  If you haven’t been assigned a statistician yet please email Matthew.Finkelman@tufts.edu and he 
will tell you who to contact.   

• Review your own abstract for flow, word count, spelling, and grammar.  Have a friend do the same.  
• Get your PI and all other listed authors to approve the abstract. 
• Email Katie.Dunn@tufts.edu to inform her you are submitting an abstract and to which meeting.  In your email in-

clude your IRB approval number, or date your study was approved by DRA, and a final copy of your abstract.  
• Faculty and Staff—You must submit your travel request to the finance office, by emailing den-

tal.finance@elist.tufts.edu prior to booking any travel.  The finance office meets on a regular basis with Dean Karim-
bux to review and approve travel requests.  In your email please answer the following questions: 

•Are you presenting? 
•Can the travel be grant supported? 
•What information will you bring back to the department/school? 
 

Please refer to our website, which has many tools on writing and submitting an abstract.  Best of luck with your submissions! 
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mailto:dental.finance@elist.tufts.edu
mailto:dental.finance@elist.tufts.edu
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Please note these up-

coming NIH Deadlines.  

If you wish to apply for 

any of these awards 

please contact your local 

Research Administrator 

as soon as possible. 

Click here for a link to the 

NIH Deadlines. 

NIH Deadlines 
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The Student Research Fellowship Program (SRFP) allows TUSDM pre-doctoral students to earn a stipend 
while conducting a research study under the supervision of a faculty mentor.  Applications have already 
been submitted for the 2022-2023 school year.  Many applications have already been approved while  

some are still working on revisions.  Further details regarding the paperwork necessary to receive Institu-
tional Review Board (IRB) approval, Non -Human Subject approval, or Institutional Biosafety Committee 
(IBC) approval will be sent to the accepted students. If you would like more information on future Student 
Fellowship Program cycles please visit our website. 

Student Research Fellowship Program 

If you intend to submit for funding, please complete the DRA Research Proposal Intake Form to ensure com-
pliance with university policies and procedures. Upon receipt, your LRA will reach out to assist with compiling 
the funding application.  

Each week Dental Research Administration puts together an email with 
research and University updates, upcoming trainings and workshops, 
and funding opportunities.  If you would like to receive this email, 
please sign up by clicking this link to subscribe.  

Sign Up for Research Email Updates 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/ep/Deadlines.html
https://sites.tufts.edu/dentalresearch/
https://sites.tufts.edu/dentalresearch/gettingstarted/pre-doctoral-research/student-research-fellowship-program/
https://tufts.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bvZOHvGQWILcgNT
https://tufts.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cUgtskej9dwOzQN


 6 

 

Dental Research Administration Newsletter - Summer 2022 

Dental Research Administration 
1 Kneeland St. DHS 1513 
Boston, MA 02111 
P: 617 636-4045 
F: 617 636-6511 
https://sites.tufts.edu/dentalresearch/ 

Recently Awarded Grants 

Please see the list below of grants awarded since the last edition of the newsletter, and join us in congratulating the 

Principal Investigators and associated research team members for their accomplishments. 

 

Principal Investigator Funding Agency Award Amount Project Title 

Addy Alt-Holland 
Tufts Launchpad 

Accelerator 
74,995.00 

Your health in the palm of your hand - optimizing a 

non-invasive epidermal test 

Aikaterini Papatha-

nasiou 
Industry 19,180.00 

Effect of Whitening Treatments with CO2 Laser on 

Crown Body Color Parameters 

Athena Papas Industry 116,100.00 Modified Radike Screening & Calibration 

Gina Terenzi Federal 150,000.00 

Eastman Institute for Oral Health’s National Dental 
Training Center for Primary Interdisciplinary Care Ed-

ucators (Fellow Dr. Elaina Kazes) 

Jeanette Holloway Internal 33,500.00 
Increase Diversity in Dental and Veterinary Medicine 

at Tufts University 

Jonathan Garlick Tufts Springboard 34,995.00 

Transforming Science Learning Through Civic Biology: 
A New Course to Connect Biology to Civic and Social 

Impact 

Jonathan Garlick Industry 12,714.00 Tissue Characterization Project 

Maria Dolce Federal 1,498,793.00 

Integrated Care to Address Complexities of Oral 
Health for Vulnerable and Underserved Populations: 
Interprofessional Teamwork, Cultural Competence, 

Health Literacy, and Social Determinants of Health 

Pamela Yelick  Federal 10,629.32 
RegendoGEL- a bioinspired hydrogel system for vital 

pulp therapies (Cycle 7) 

Vidya Sankar Industry 75,877.00 
Home Based Collection and Analysis of Saliva in 

Sjogren's Disease 

https://sites.tufts.edu/dentalresearch/
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Interdepartmental Research Day Winners 

Several students participated in the TUSDM Post-Doctoral Interdepartmental Research Day on Wednesday June 22, 

2022.  Judges scored the oral presentations and the winners were chosen: 

 

1st place:  Dr. Adrienne Nguyen   

New Treatment Needs Following Full Mouth Dental Rehabilitation Within 2 Years  

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Cheen Loo    

 

2nd place:  Dr. Samaher Alotaibi   

Effectiveness of XP-3D Finisher and Irritants Solutions in Decreasing the Bacterial Load of Intracanal E. faecal-

is Growth: Principal Investigator:  Dr. Robert Amato 

 

3rd place:  Dr. Shahad Abulhameal    

Evaluation of Marginal and Internal Adaptation of Veneers Generated by Guided Prosthetic Tooth Preparation 

System - Principal Investigator:  Dr. Ala Ali 
 

Thank you to all that made the event possible and such a success: Special thanks to Shirley Chen, Lucy Killewo, Gerard 

Cedrone for their contributions to the event; Dean Karimbux, Dean Ramesh, Dean Kugel, for their support 

to research and research education and our judges Dr. Finkelman, Dr. Yelick, and Prof. Doherty.  Also, thanks to all 

members of TUSDM who support student research.  All of the talks were excellent, so congratulations to everyone 

who presented.   
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Toothbrushing Simulator 

The Murray J. Gavel Center, located on the 8th floor of TUSDM, has recently ac-

quired a new, state-of-the-art toothbrush simulator.  The toothbrushing simulator 

is from Odeme and it can be used for a variety of tests: wear of bristles, toothpaste 

abrasion, profiling tissue response of bioengineered 3D oral mucosa, and wear of 

toothbrushes on different dental materials or teeth.  The device has custom speci-

men holders and a easy to operate touch screen. There are many types of brushing 

movements, as well as speed and number of cycles. Dental Research Administration 

is very excited about the potential research studies this machine will be used on in 

the future.  If you want to check out the toothbrushing simulator please email Katie Dunn Katie.Dunn@tufts.edu to 

schedule a demonstration and discuss potential research project ideas. 

https://sites.tufts.edu/dentalresearch/
mailto:Katie.Dunn@tufts.edu

