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Academy of Dental Materials Annual Student Award
Mark Nicholas Tanchanco
This senior award is sponsored by the Academy of Dental Materials 
to recognize a senior student who has achieved distinction in 
clinical research utilizing dental materials and has demonstrated 
extensive interest in the subject matter. 

Academy of General Dentistry Senior Student Dental Award
Darshan Mayur Patel
This award is given to the senior dental student who exhibits 
potential for becoming an outstanding general dentist. The 
selected student has indicated a desire to practice general 
dentistry, has maintained an academic scholastic balance between 
the clinical and didactic courses of study, and has demonstrated 
outstanding attributes conducive to exceptionally fine doctor-
patient relationships.

Academy of Operative Dentistry Award
Kelsey A Bjornson
The Academy of Operative Dentistry sponsors this award that 
recognizes a senior student who exemplifies outstanding 
achievement in operative dentistry. 

Academy of Osseointegration Outstanding Dental Student in 
Implant Dentistry Award
Corey Joseph Winship
The Academy of Osseointegration’s over 5,200 members share 
the common goal of moving the field of osseointegrated implants 
forward through clinical and evidence-based research and 
education. This award recognizes the most deserving student in 
the education, research and/or experiences in dental implants.

American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry Student Award of Merit
Romina Agharokh Aznavaleh
The American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior student who has demonstrated the most clinical 
proficiency and greatest interest in esthetic dentistry.

American Academy of Implant Dentistry Dental Student Award
Fadi Youssef Addoum
The American Academy of Implant Dentistry sponsors this award 
to recognize a dental student who has demonstrated the most 
interest, academically and clinically, in implant dentistry.

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology Dental 
Student Award
Sandra Khuu
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology 
sponsors this award that recognizes a senior dental student who 
has demonstrated exemplary aptitude and achievement in Oral 
and Maxillofacial Pathology.

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 
Achievement Award
Khosrow Dinyaryan
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 
sponsors this award to recognize a senior student who has 
demonstrated special interest and accomplishment in Oral and 
Maxillofacial Radiology.

American Academy of Oral Medicine Certificate of Merit and Award
Rachel Elizabeth Hudspeth
The American Academy of Oral Medicine sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior student who has demonstrated proficiency 
in the clinical management of medically complex patients, the 
diagnosis and non-surgical management of medically-related 
conditions of the oral and maxillofacial regions, has high academic 
achievement, and interest in the discipline of oral medicine.

American Academy of Orofacial Pain Outstanding Senior Award
Mitra Marvasti-Sitterly
The American Academy of Orofacial Pain sponsors this award 
to recognize an outstanding senior dental student who has 
demonstrated the greatest commitment and interest to the study 
of temporomandibular disorders (TMD) and orofacial pain.

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Certificate of Merit 
Predoctoral Student Award
Kathryn Elizabeth Sierra
The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry sponsors this award 
to recognize a senior student who is judged by the faculty to be the 
most outstanding in the field of dentistry for children.

American Academy of Periodontology Dental Student Achievement 
Award
Malika Djabbarkhodjaeva
The American Academy of Periodontology sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior student who has displayed the highest level of 
academic and clinical achievement related to Periodontics. 

American Association of Endodontists Student Achievement Award
Janki Shingala
The American Association of Endodontists sponsors this award for 
a senior dental student who has demonstrated above average skill 
in the area of Endodontics during their dental training.

American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental 
Implant Student Award
Corey Joseph Winship
The American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
provides this annual award to recognize a graduating dental 
student who has demonstrated outstanding achievement and 
performance related to the placement and restoration of dental 
implants.

Class Officers
Presidents  Romina Agharokh Aznavaleh, D2022 
 Nikolin Ropi, DI2022

Vice President  Charles Christopher Hines, D2022 
 Yohan Savinda Arambepola, DI2022

Treasurer  Palak Patel

Secretary  Shalin N. Shah

Professional Organization Sponsored Awards

Class of 2022
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American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental 
Student Award
Ashley Gagnon
This annual award recognizes a dental school graduating senior 
who has demonstrated exemplary aptitude and achievement in 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.

American Association of Orthodontists Award
Yash J. Sharma
The American Association of Orthodontists sponsors this award 
to recognize a senior dental student who has demonstrated 
exceptional interest in the development of the Oro-Facial complex.

American Association of Public Health Dentistry Dental Student 
Recognition Award for Achievement in Community Dentistry and 
Dental Public Health
Alia Hope Osseiran
The American Association of Public Health Dentistry sponsors this 
award for a senior dental student who has demonstrated a special 
interest and achievement in Community Dentistry and Dental 
Public Health.

American College of Dentists Award
Romina Agharokh Aznavaleh
Awarded at the Yankee Dental Congress meeting in January 2020 
and sponsored by the New England Section of the American 
College of Dentists, the award recipient is chosen by the school’s 
department chairs to recognize that student who most nearly 
embodies the professional ideals of the American College of 
Dentists and maintains high ethical and moral standards. 

American College of Prosthodontists Predoctoral Achievement 
Award
Yelena B. Vynar
The American College of Prosthodontists annually recognizes 
a graduating student from an accredited Dental School who is 
interested in the field of Prosthodontics.

American Dental Society of Anesthesiology Horace Wells Senior 
Student Award
Neal Michael Cadra
This senior award is sponsored by the American Dental Society 
of Anesthesiology to recognize a senior dental student who has 
shown proficiency in the field of anesthesiology in dentistry.

American Equilibration Society Senior Award
Kelsey A Bjornson
Created in 2003, the American Equilibration Society sponsors 
this award to recognize a graduating senior for their outstanding 
performance in the Science of Occlusion and Temporomandibular 
Joint Function during his or her predoctoral dental education. 

American Student Dental Association (ASDA) Award for Excellence
Alia Hope Osseiran
This award honors the spirit of volunteerism and recognizes 
student participation or leadership in service to their school and/
or local community. The selected student is in good academic 
standing, a participant or leader in extracurricular school activities 
or local community service and is active in furthering the cause of 
organized dentistry.

Delta Sigma Delta Academic Achievement Award
Neal Michael Cadra
The Supreme Chapter of Delta Sigma Delta initiated an award in 
2008 to recognize a student member of the Delta Sigma Delta 
Dental Fraternity. This award recognizes the student member with 
the highest grade point average after three years of attendance.

Dental Lifeline Network Brian D. Stone Memorial Award for Dental 
Students
Jacksyn Leigh Clanton
This award is presented to an outstanding senior student who 
demonstrates exceptional volunteer service or care for patients 
with special needs.

Foundation of the Pierre Fauchard Academy Dental Student 
Scholarship Award
Courtney Nicole Eato
This award is presented each year to a third-year student who 
has demonstrated the greatest potential for development into an 
outstanding leader in the dental profession. The recipient received 
this award during the 2020-2021 academic year.

International College of Dentists Student Humanitarian Award
Michael Eugene Jordan
Given to a student who exhibits an altruistic attitude to assist 
the underserved or less fortunate; motivates others to serve and 
provide for the common good; shows humility and generosity 
with time and talents; has a history of significant participation 
in various school, local, state, and international projects; has a 
leadership role in activities; is involved in public health issues 
and political issues that encourage humanitarian support; 
shows responsibility, commitment, persistence, dedication, and 
is inspirational to others; and demonstrates the potential to 
continue to be a leader and a participant in humanitarian outreach 
programs after graduation.

International College of Dentists Student Leadership Award
Palak Patel
The International College of Dentists (ICD) is a worldwide honorary 
organization. One of its objectives is recognition of meritorious 
service and significant contributions to the dental profession. 
Established in 1969, this award is intended for a student that 
has demonstrated significant leadership in some of the following 
activities: dental school student government, dental school class, 
ASDA, SNDA, research, school committees/activities and also 
has demonstrated the potential to continue leadership roles after 
graduation.

International Congress of Oral Implantologists/Sullivan-Schein 
Dental Predoctoral Achievement Award
Jennifer M. Duffy
This award is co-sponsored by Sullivan-Schein Dental and the 
International Congress of Oral Implantologists. The award 
recognizes a student interested in oral implantology and connects 
that student with the world’s largest implant dentistry educational 
organization, and world’s premier dental provider of dental 
products. This award was established in 1991 for the senior dental 
student who displays the greatest interest in and commitment to 
Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry.

Massachusetts Dental Society (MDS) Matthew Boylan Scholarship 
Award
Jacksyn Leigh Clanton
Awarded in memory of former MDS director Matthew Boylan to a 
Massachusetts resident that has been distinguished in the area of 
organized dentistry and the community while enrolled in the DMD 
program.

Northeastern Society of Periodontists Senior Student Award
Anisa Fanaeian
The Northeastern Society of Periodontists sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior dental student who has excelled in the field of 
periodontics.
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Pierre Fauchard Academy Senior Dental Student Certificate of 
Merit
Rodrick Donte Wiggins
The Pierre Fauchard Academy is an International Honor Dental 
Organization, which was formed in 1936 as a service organization 
of dentists. The selected student has exhibited leadership and 
through his or her accomplishments has demonstrated dedication 
to the advancement of dental literature.

Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Periodontology
Vincent John Yu
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing 
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment and 
clinical achievement in Periodontology.

Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Restorative 
Dentistry
Narine Hambardzumyan
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing 
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment and 
clinical achievement in Restorative Dentistry.

Quintessence Award for Research Achievement
Ashley Gagnon
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing 
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment in 
research.

Rudolph Hanau Award for Excellence in Prosthodontics
Tarlan Sedaghat
Whip Mix sponsors this award, which recognizes a senior dental 
student who has excelled in the study and clinical application of 
Prosthodontics.

Society for Color and Appearance in Dentistry (SCAD) Award
Arman Ghafarian
Student has demonstrated the most clinical or research proficiency 
and greatest interest in color and appearance in esthetic dentistry.

Special Care Dentistry Association Student Award
Haley Jane Sicard
This award recognizes a student demonstrating a sincere interest 
and concern for the needs of patients with special needs while an 
undergraduate dental student. This student has shown excellence 
in, and commitment to, this area of dentistry.

ALUMNI, ENDOWED, AND UNIVERSITY 
SPONSORED AWARDS
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Endodontics
Connor Theodore Lemieux
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Endodontics.  

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in General Dentistry
Kelly Gwen Bosselman
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in General Dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Geriatric Dentistry
Matthew A. Evers
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Geriatric Dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Courtney Nicole Eato
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Oral Pathology
Adrienne Anson Smith
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Oral Pathology.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Pediatric Dentistry
Shalin N. Shah
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Pediatric Dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Periodontology
Nikolin Ropi
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Periodontology

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Public Health Dentistry
Russell William Smith
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Public Health Dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Restorative Dentistry
Hiba A. Elnour
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Restorative Dentistry.

Presidential Award for Civic Life: 
Charles Christopher Hines and Anshelle Reen Tucker
This award was founded in 1999 to reflect the Trustees’ 
commitment to make values and skills in citizenship a hallmark 
of Tufts University. It is an opportunity to recognize creativity 
and excellence and put a spotlight on a defining tradition. The 
selected recipients of this award are nominated each year by 
faculty, administrators, and students from across the University to 
acknowledge student leadership and accomplishments.

42 North Dental Prize for Exceptional Chairside Manner
Duncan Alexander Chapple
This award recognizes and encourages dental students to value a 
deportment that promotes trust, confidence, and comfort to their 
patients, while providing the best possible oral health care. The 
selected student has demonstrated an exceptional capacity to be 
compassionate, communicative, and understanding of all patients’ 
biological, financial and emotional needs.

The A. Albert Yurkstas, D49, Endowed Prize Fund in Complete 
Denture Prosthodontics
Matthew A. Evers
Dr. Albert Yurkstas, D49, was Chair of the department of Complete 
Dentures at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine until 
his retirement in 1994. A fundraising effort on his behalf in 
1994 led to the creation of this senior award that recognizes 
accomplishment in denture prosthodontics.

Charles H. Rankin III, D79, DG86 Senior Prize Fund
Brandi Leah Schoenthaler
Alumni and friends have established this prize fund to honor Dr. 
Charles H. Rankin III, D79, DG86, D08P, DG11P on the occasion of 
his retirement and in recognition of his dedication and service to 
the School and profession. 

This endowed fund will support the people, the profession and 
the school that meant so much to Dr. Rankin and will recognize 
the enthusiasm, friendship, and kindness that he brought to many 
dental students and colleagues over the years. It will be awarded to 
a graduating senior who has demonstrated excellence in academic 
and clinical achievement and has served, is currently serving, or 
will be serving in the United States military after graduation.
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Class of 2002 Endowed Prize Fund Award for Outstanding Peer 
Support and Leadership
Romina Agharokh Aznavaleh
Annually, the senior class officers recognize a member of the 
class who has consistently initiated and supported class social 
functions and made extensive efforts to support the diversity of 
class opinions, both personally and in class academic matters. The 
selected student is also characteristically positive in relations with 
others, despite any personal or professional losses. This award 
is named in honor of Dr. Stephen Yew, D82, who came to Tufts in 
1979 after serving as a coxswain for the Canadian Olympic Crew 
Team. Everyone got to know Stephen well because of his engaging 
smile, positive attitude, and friendliness.  In the spring of his 
first year of dental school, his fiancée, a physician from Canada, 
was killed in an automobile accident. Stephen, after some time, 
returned to his former positive self, only to have misfortune occur 
again. In the summer between his second and third year, on a 
weekend trip out of town, Stephen and a friend were assaulted. 
Stephen’s friend was killed in the attack, and Stephen was 
rendered unconscious and unrecognizable. Dr. H. Chris Doku, 
former chair of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery department and 
currently Distinguished Professor Emeritus, assisted in the transfer 
of Stephen to Tufts Medical Center and proceeded to reconstruct 
Stephen’s face, using a photo of him as a guide.

As difficult as it might be to imagine, Stephen projected a positive 
and engaging disposition again within a few months of this 
incident. At graduation, the D82 class felt Stephen should be 
recognized for his perseverance and created the Senior Class 
Award. Stephen practiced in the Pacific Northwest, maintaining a 
small practice in order to devote sufficient time with his patients. 
Regrettably, Stephen died in November 1998 after a lengthy 
illness.

This award is now called the Class of 2002 Endowed Award as 
the Class of 2002 gave money to endow the prize upon their 
graduation.

Class of 2020 Senior Prize Fund
Heddinah Otete
On March 13, 2020, Tufts School of Dental Medicine closed and 
the D2020 class saw their last live patients in the undergraduate 
teaching clinic. COVID-19 had been classified as a worldwide 
pandemic by the World Health Organization, and it wreaked havoc 
across the world and in the dental profession as oral health care 
providers. Social distancing became the new norm, and all senior 
events, including graduation, were cancelled. For most of the 
class, March 13th would be the last time they would see their 
classmates, faculty, or the staff that supported them throughout 
their dental education. In May of 2020, they were all craving those 
personal connections that makes the Tufts family so special.

The Class of 2020 established this prize fund to leave a legacy 
and give back to the school. Using their student activities budget 
originally set up for the class’ social events, this prize fund is 
established in honor of their classmate, Lisha Shakya D20. 
Lisha was diagnosed with a brain tumor in 2019, took time off 
to seek treatment and returned to clinic in full force, determined 
to graduate with her class, which she did on May 17, 2020. Her 
perseverance and bravery inspired the class to name the senior 
class gift and prize fund in her honor. 

The student who will receive this award exemplifies the D20 values 
of service to the community and/or a strong determination to 
succeed in the face of adversity. 

Dean Lonnie H. Norris, DG80, and Dr. Donna M. Norris Senior 
Endowed Prize Fund for Achievement, Professionalism, and 
Strength of Character
Charles Christopher Hines
Dean Lonnie H. Norris and his wife, Dr. Donna M. Norris, created 
this endowed prize fund to recognize a senior student who 
has excelled academically and has consistently displayed 
professionalism while managing and balancing challenging 
personal responsibilities. These personal responsibilities may 
include raising children, caring for elderly parents, a sick spouse 
or loved one, or other significant obligations that might have 
otherwise interfered with assembling a strong academic record 
and an extensive resume.

Dr. and Mrs. Albert J. Kazis Endowed Prize Fund in Crown and 
Bridge
Carla Kruyff Arciniega
This fund was established in 1984 by Dr. Albert (D49) and Mrs. 
Rose Kazis in memory of Dr. Albert’s father, Dr. Harry Kazis, D21, 
who served on the faculty at both Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine and Harvard School of Dental Medicine. The selected 
student is both talented in Crown and Bridge, the prosthodontics 
components of restorative dentistry, and has demonstrated a 
talent and propensity for clinical teaching. 

Dr. Esther Kaplan Colchamiro, D42 and Ralph Colchamiro Endowed 
Prize Fund for Community and Public Health
Daniel A. Boateng
The award was created in 2001 by Dr. Esther Kaplan Colchamiro, 
D42, and her husband Ralph Colchamiro. Dr. Colchamiro earned an 
M.P.H. degree from Columbia University. She was senior supervisor 
of the Murry and Leonie Guggenheim Dental Clinic for Children 
from 1942 to 1967, and later directed the Office of Medicaid for 
Dental Services for the City of New York. Dr. Colchamiro also served 
as Clinical Professor at New York University College of Dentistry 
in the Division of Growth and Development Services. This award 
recognizes an exemplary senior dental student who has shown 
meritorious service and dedication to Community and Public 
Health.

Dr. Frank Susi, DG67, Endowed Prize Fund for Future Faculty 
Promise and Distinction
Megann Maureen Lear
The purpose of this endowed prize fund is to recognize a senior 
student who demonstrates intellectual promise and the intention 
to pursue an academic career in dental medicine. 

Dr. Frederick A. Romberg, D29, Endowed Prize Fund Recognizing 
Outstanding Personal and Professional Growth During the Four 
Years of Dental Education
Jason S. Cummins
This senior prize fund was created in 1997 by the wife of Dr. 
Frederick A. Romberg to recognize a senior student who has 
exhibited the most significant increase in maturity, judgment, 
compassion and professionalism. The three most important 
elements in Fred Romberg’s life were his family, profession 
and Tufts University. His relationship with Tufts included the 
undergraduate college and the Dental School from which he 
graduated in 1929. When he arrived to register at Tufts, he had 
no money – not even enough for transportation back home if he 
was not admitted. He expected to work at odd jobs to earn living 
expenses, knowing that finding tuition money would be harder.  He 
met a lawyer near the college who did not know him, but based on 
Fred’s determination to succeed, agreed to take a risk and co-sign 
a bank loan for tuition. After Fred repaid the bank, he asked the 
lawyer how he could repay the confidence he had shown in him. 
The lawyer answered, “Do a favor for someone else worthy and in 
need.” For the rest of his life, Fred Romberg incorporated that view 
into everything he did. Fred Romberg’s message, both in word and 
deed, was always to do your best and to give back more than you 
take. This award is part of that message.
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Dr. Harold Berk Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in Research
Mark Nicholas Tanchanco
Dr. Berk was clinical professor emeritus of the Department of 
Pediatric Dentistry at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. 
The Dr. Harold Berk Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in Research 
was established in 1997 through the generosity of Dr. and Mrs. 
Harold Berk and family and friends and recognizes the graduating 
student with the greatest achievement in dental research. 

Dr. Joseph E. Primack, D42, Endowed Prize Fund in Prosthodontics
Chintankumar Manojkumar Patel
Dr. Joseph Primack was made an emeritus member of the faculty 
at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine after 55 years of 
teaching. Dr. Primack established this prize fund in 1997 to 
recognize a senior dental student who shows an interest and 
proficiency in prosthodontics.

Dr. Richard Delson, D70, Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in 
Periodontology and Prosthodontics
Drew Taylor Smith
This award was established in 1992 by Dr. Richard Delson, D70, to 
recognize excellence in clinical performance by a third-year student 
in the fields of periodontology and prosthodontics. This recipient 
received the award during the 2020-2021 academic year.

Dr. S. Walter Askinas Endowed Prize Fund for Integrity and 
Citizenship
Anshelle Reen Tucker
Dr. S. Walter Askinas was Chair of the Restorative Dentistry 
department from 1986 until his retirement from Tufts in 1997 and 
served as Executive Dean from 1995 to 1997. A fundraising effort 
was initiated in 1999 to honor his strong moral character, sense of 
humor, intelligence, leadership and concern for the welfare of all 
members of the Tufts Dental community. This award recognizes a 
senior student who most closely embodies Dr. Askinas’ ideals and 
who demonstrates the most significant potential for professional 
accomplishment in this regard.

Erling Johansen, D49, Senior Student Research Endowed Prize 
Fund
Matthew A. Evers
Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, was a distinguished professor and dean 
emeritus of Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and served 
as Dean of the Dental School from 1979 to 1995. This award was 
created in 1994, by the school’s faculty, to recognize student 
accomplishment in research as exemplified by Dean Emeritus 
Johansen.

Everett Shapiro, DG49, Endowed Prize Fund in Orthodontics
Priyanka Kumar
The Dr. Everett Shapiro, DG49, Endowed Prize Fund is presented 
to a graduating senior who has demonstrated excellent aptitude 
in Orthodontic skills. In addition, this award singularly notes this 
student’s highest professional standards, leadership, ethics and 
scholarship, attributes lived and taught by Dr. Shapiro throughout 
his long and accomplished professional dental career.

Jack Frommer Award for Excellence in the Morphological Sciences
Ashley Gagnon & Mallory Katherine Vukovic
This award was established in the early 1980s to honor Dr. Jack 
Frommer, former Professor of Anatomy and course director of 
Dental Gross Anatomy. Dr. Frommer was a teacher, colleague, 
mentor, and role model for many of the present Anatomy 
department faculty. The award recipients best exemplify the 
dedication and excellence in the morphological sciences that 
characterized Dr. Frommer’s thirty years of service to Tufts 
University. In addition, the recipients have achieved the highest 
average final grade in the anatomical science courses.

Joseph R. Evans Endowed Prize Fund in Clinical Operative Dentistry
Jason S. Cummins
Dr. Joseph R. Evans was chair of the Restorative Dentistry 
department at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine from 
1974 to 1985. In 1986, staff and faculty contributed to an award 
fund to recognize Dr. Evans’ contributions “…as a genuine and 
remarkable teacher, friend, and leader to every member of the 
department, to every student, and, indeed, to every patient who 
has passed this way”. An award is given annually to the graduating 
senior with the most distinguished achievement in clinical 
operative dentistry.

Jack and Anne Rubin, D75P Endowed Senior Prize Fund in Pediatric 
Dentistry
Nikesha Nicole Walters
This award is given to a student who has displayed exceptional 
outreach to the community, dedicated service to underserved 
populations and the intention to pursue pediatric dentistry as a 
career.

Lester P. Goldsmith Endowed Prize Fund in Endodontics
Jessica Rose Milliken
This award was created in 1994 by the family of Dr. Lester P. 
Goldsmith, who taught on a volunteer basis for several years in 
the Department of Endodontics at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. This award is presented to a senior student who shows 
an interest and proficiency in the study of Endodontics. 

Mark Gonthier Endowed Senior Prize Fund in Outstanding Service
Courtney Nicole Eato
This fund is to recognize senior students who demonstrate 
outstanding service to dentistry, the community or humanity

Peter Vouras, Jr. D.M.D., D55, Endowed Senior Prize Fund for 
Excellence in General Dentistry
Aristides Koutsoubis
This award was created in 2016 by Dr. Lisa Vouras in honor of 
her father.  It is awarded to a student who has demonstrated 
excellence in the field of General Dentistry and exhibits exceptional 
skills in providing comprehensive dental services to diagnose, 
treat and prevent diseases of the oral cavity.

Robert, D51, and Eleanor Levin Endowed Senior Prize Fund in 
Periodontics
Jennifer M. Duffy
Prize awarded to a senior dental student who demonstrates 
intellectual promise and the intention to pursue periodontics as a 
career.

Robert E. O’Neil, D51, Prize in Oral Surgery
Devin Schloman Gillis
Dr. O’Neil, D51, received the alumni prize in Oral Surgery the 
year he graduated from Tufts College Dental School. Dr. O’Neil 
then achieved the designation of Diplomate of the Board of Oral 
Surgery and taught at Tufts over the ensuing years. The prize fund 
was established in 1997 to recognize a senior student who has 
excelled in Oral Surgery. 
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Omicron Kappa Upsilon 
National Dental Honor 
Society
May Jawad Khazaal Al Jassani
Mehak Baig
Maxwell Jared Baran
Gabriela Chiaramida
Nicholas John Deluke
Jennifer M. Duffy
Matthew A. Evers
Ashley Gagnon
Arman Ghafarian
Devin Schloman Gillis
Aysel Iranparvar
Keith Earl January Jr.
Kevin Kim
Yeachan Kim
Carla Kruyff Arciniega
Megann Maureen Lear
Nicole Lee Bundy LeClair
Mehtab Manji
Michael Vincent Mariano
Angeline Douyen Nguyen
Ross Taylor Palesano
Dhiraj Jawahar Panjwani
Yash J. Sharma
Mallory Katherine Vukovic
Yanqiu Weng
Cody Philip Woods
Maggie Wu
Vincent John Yu

Robert R. Andrews 
Society for the 
Promotion of Dental 
Research
Jason S. Cummins
Matthew A. Evers
Anisa Fanaeian
Ashley Gagnon
Georgios Pavlos Hatzipetrou
Megann Maureen Lear
Michael Vincent Mariano
Alia Hope Osseiran
Dhiraj Jawahar Panjwani
Sneha Prem
Shalin N. Shah
Yash J. Sharma
Janki Shingala
Adrienne Anson Smith
Mark Nicholas Tanchanco
Rodrick Donte Wiggins
Garima Rajesh Yadav

Honos Civicus Society
Daniel A. Boateng
Jacksyn Leigh Clanton
Jason S. Cummins
Rah-Taja Munique Doggett
Matthew A. Evers
Blythe Ferguson
Arman Ghafarian
Adel Ghanem
Devin Schloman Gillis
Charles Christopher Hines
Michael Eugene Jordan
Priyanka Kumar
Alia Hope Osseiran
Bhumi Mahesh Patel
Palak Patel
Deena Raef
Brandi Leah Schoenthaler
Tarlan Sedaghat
Janki Shingala
Adrienne Anson Smith
Drew Taylor Smith
Russell William Smith
Jesus Vivar
Rodrick Donte Wiggins

Clinical Selective Honors 
Program Participants
Hajirah Ali Afridi, Nitrous Oxide
Yohan Savinda Arambepola, 
Nitrous Oxide
Romina Agharokh Azhavaleh, 
Esthetics
Maxwell Jared Baran, Nitrous Oxide
Miranda Leigh Boynton, Nitrous 
Oxide
Jason S. Cummins, Periodontology
Malika Djabbarkhodjaeva, 
Periodontology
Jennifer M. Duffy, Periodontology
Hiba A. Elnour, Nitrous Oxide
Anisa Fanaeian, Periodontology
Arman Ghafarian, Esthetics
Bishoy Hanna, Nitrous Oxide
Erin Elizabeth Howard, Nitrous 
Oxide
Aysel Iranparvar, Nitrous Oxide
Takiya Jefferson, Esthetics
Hussein Kamoona, Periodontology
Darien Lam, Periodontology
Michael Levi, Periodontology
Trevor T. Mason, Periodontology
Khoa Tien Nguyen, Nitrous Oxide
Kristiana L. Person, Esthetics
Elina Prakash, Nitrous Oxide
Veronica Rojas, Nitrous Oxide
Nikolin Ropi, Periodontology
Brandi Leah Schoenthaler, 
Periodontology
Sarina Shafiyan-Rad, 
Periodontology
Yash J. Sharma, Nitrous Oxide
Nikesha Nicole Walters, Nitrous 
Oxide
Kendall Marie Wilkes, Nitrous 
Oxide
Garima Rajesh Yadav, Nitrous 
Oxide
Vincent John Yu, Periodontology
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Dean’s List Year 1
Mehak Baig
Maxwell Jared Baran
Kelsey A Bjornson
Brandon Dean Buchholtz
Neal Michael Cadra
Duncan Alexander Chapple
Gabriela Chiaramida
Nicholas John Deluke
Kathy Thi Ngoc Dinh
Khosrow Dinyaryan
Jennifer M. Duffy
Maria Alicia Eng
Matthew A. Evers
Ozair Mohammed Ferozuddin
Jenna Fongemie
Ashley Gagnon
Arman Ghafarian
Devin Schloman Gillis
Adam Grobart
Shikha Gupta
Kyle A. Hayes
Daniel Dale Joseph Jameson
Keith Earl January Jr.
Shahin Javidi
Sandra Khuu
Kevin Kim
Yeachan Kim
Aristides Koutsoubis
Carla Kruyff Arciniega
Darien Lam
Liz Lien Lamas
John Le
Megann Maureen Lear
Nicole Lee Bundy LeClair
Samuel Miles Lemieux
Diego Alfonso Lopez
Jacob Mack
Mehtab Manji
Michael Vincent Mariano
Mitra Marvasti-Sitterly
Samuel Mims Morrison
Angeline Douyen Nguyen
Camila Pachon Posada
Ross Taylor Palesano
Bhumi Mahesh Patel
Darshan Mayur Patel
Rikesh Rajendra Patel
Aziz Pradhan
Elina Prakash
Spencer Schiappa
Yash J. Sharma
Janki Shingala
Kathryn Elizabeth Sierra
Renzo Silva Santisteban
Adrienne Anson Smith
Wesley Kyuhan Son
Mallory Katherine Vukovic
Nikesha Nicole Walters
Kendall Marie Wilkes
Corey Joseph Winship
Cody Philip Woods
Madeline J. Worden
Maggie Wu
Luana Chow Yu
Vincent John Yu

Dean’s List Year 2
Fadi Youssef Addoum
Hajirah Ali Afridi
Hayder Nafil Mohsin Al Janabi

May Jawad Khazaal Al Jassani
Yulia Annenkova
Yohan Savinda Arambepola
Sherif Ahmed Mohamed Nour 
Attia
Mehak Baig
Maxwell Jared Baran
Hannan Sayada Basher
Anika Batta
Kelsey A Bjornson
Neal Michael Cadra
Duncan Alexander Chapple
Gabriela Chiaramida
Nicholas John Deluke
Khosrow Dinyaryan
Malika Djabbarkhodjaeva
Jennifer M. Duffy
Matthew A. Evers
Blythe Ferguson
Ashley Gagnon
Arman Ghafarian
Devin Schloman Gillis
Adam Grobart
Shikha Gupta
Georgios Pavlos Hatzipetrou
Aysel Iranparvar
Benas Jakubauskas
Daniel Dale Joseph Jameson
Keith Earl January Jr.
Sandra Khuu
Kevin Kim
Yeachan Kim
Carla Kruyff Arciniega
Priyanka Kumar
Darien Lam
Megann Maureen Lear
Nicole Lee Bundy LeClair
Mehtab Manji
Michael Vincent Mariano
Mitra Marvasti-Sitterly
Samuel Mims Morrison
Jessica S. Nar
Angeline Douyen Nguyen
Khoa Tien Nguyen
Heddinah Otete
Camila Pachon Posada
Ross Taylor Palesano
Dhiraj Jawahar Panjwani
Bhumi Mahesh Patel
Chintankumar Manojkumar Patel
Darshan Mayur Patel
Rikesh Rajendra Patel
Andres Ignacio Pinto-pro
Aziz Pradhan
Nikita Santhanakrishnan
Brandi Leah Schoenthaler
Shalin N. Shah
Yash J. Sharma
Janki Shingala
Wesley Kyuhan Son
Mallory Katherine Vukovic
Kylie Walker
Nikesha Nicole Walters
Yanqiu Weng
Kendall Marie Wilkes
Corey Joseph Winship
Cody Philip Woods
Maggie Wu
Garima Rajesh Yadav
Luana Chow Yu
Vincent John Yu

Dean’s List Year 3
Aurash D. Abrishamchi
Hajirah Ali Afridi
Hayder Nafil Mohsin Al Janabi
May Jawad Khazaal Al Jassani
Madi Ali Alassadi
Yulia Annenkova
Yohan Savinda Arambepola
Sherif Ahmed Mohamed Nour 
Attia
Romina Agharokh Aznavaleh
Mehak Baig
Maxwell Jared Baran
Hannan Sayada Basher
Anika Batta
Yadelie Beauvil
Kelsey A Bjornson
Kelly Gwen Bosselman
Miranda Leigh Boynton
Thomas Hunter Brantley
Renato U. Bravo
Brandon Dean Buchholtz
Neal Michael Cadra
Duncan Alexander Chapple
Gabriela Chiaramida
Sophia Chou
Jacksyn Leigh Clanton
Nicholas John Deluke
Kathy Thi Ngoc Dinh
Khosrow Dinyaryan
Malika Djabbarkhodjaeva
Jennifer M. Duffy
Courtney Nicole Eato
Hiba A. Elnour
Maria Alicia Eng
Matthew A. Evers
Mouada A Fadul
Anisa Fanaeian
Blythe Ferguson
Ozair Mohammed Ferozuddin
Jenna Fongemie
Ashley Gagnon
Arman Ghafarian
Devin Schloman Gillis
Adam Grobart
Shikha Gupta
Mehrnaz Habibian
Narine Hambardzumyan
Amira Hamed
Bishoy Hanna
Georgios Pavlos Hatzipetrou
Charles Christopher Hines
Erin Elizabeth Howard
Rachel Elizabeth Hudspeth
Aysel Iranparvar
Nawar Issac
Benas Jakubauskas
Daniel Dale Joseph Jameson
Keith Earl January Jr.
Shahin Javidi
Terisa Jose
Noura Ahmed Khushafa
Sandra Khuu
Alexa Diane Kilichowski
Kevin Kim
Yeachan Kim
Carla Kruyff Arciniega
Priyanka Kumar
Darien Lam
Liz Lien Lamas
John Le

Megann Maureen Lear
Nicole Lee Bundy LeClair
Jacob Killeen Mack
Mehtab Manji
Michael Vincent Mariano
Mitra Marvasti-Sitterly
Ereny Micheal
Samuel Mims Morrison
Jessica S. Nar
Angeline Douyen Nguyen
Khoa Tien Nguyen
Tom Hieu Nguyen
Hailey YeonJi Noh
Heddinah Otete
Camila Pachon Posada
Ross Taylor Palesano
Dhiraj Jawahar Panjwani
Bhavya Paranthaman
Bhumi Mahesh Patel
Chintankumar Manojkumar Patel
Darshan Mayur Patel
Gopi Patel
Parin Jayesh Patel
Rikesh Rajendra Patel
Kristiana L. Person
Andres Ignacio Pinto-pro
Jordan Ian Plotkin
Aziz Pradhan
Elina Prakash
Brock Aldon Riedel
Nikolin Ropi
Nikita Santhanakrishnan
Sofia Youssef Sayaf
Spencer Schiappa
Nathan George Schneider
Brandi Leah Schoenthaler
Tarlan Sedaghat
Sarina Shafiyan-Rad
Pooja Ashwin Shah
Shalin N. Shah
Yash J. Sharma
Janki Shingala
Kathryn Elizabeth Sierra
Renzo Silva Santisteban
Adrienne Anson Smith
Drew Taylor Smith
Wesley Kyuhan Son
Speros George Varinos
Carolina Velez
Jesus Vivar
Mallory Katherine Vukovic
Kylie Walker
Nikesha Nicole Walters
Yanqiu Weng
Rodrick Donte Wiggins
Kendall Marie Wilkes
Christopher Gijy Williams
Ashley B. Wilmot
Corey Joseph Winship
Cody Philip Woods
Madeline J. Worden
Maggie Wu
Garima Rajesh Yadav
Luana Chow Yu
Vincent John Yu
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Jeffrey Abettan, D2022 

Joshua Abraham, D2022 

First, Jeffrey would like to give special thanks to his parents, who have stood by him 
throughout his journey. None of this would be possible without them.  

Jeffrey was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY. He attended CUNY Brooklyn College where he 
received a B.S. degree in Psychology with Honors and a minor in Chemistry. At Brooklyn 
College, Jeffrey was involved in the Pre-health Professionals Club, eventually becoming the 
president. Jeffrey was also a sitting member of the oversight committee in charge of 
allocating funds to the various student organizations. His passion for dentistry stemmed 
from his experiences at the King County Dental Clinic where he interned. 

During his time at Tufts, Jeffrey experienced an entire new facet of dentistry as he realized 
that decision-making and patient centered care trumped all. Jeffrey has gained a valuable 
life-lesson experience that will stay with him in all aspects of his career. 

Jeffrey would also like to give special thanks to Associate Dean Robert Kasberg, Assistant 
Dean Michael Thompson, and Dr. Noelle Roop for their unwavering support and for pushing 
him to become the person he is today. Jeffrey would also thanks his Practice Coordinators, 
Dr. Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Maria Torres, and Dr. Merelyn Hong, for their pleasing demeanor 
and the knowledge they continually shared with him every day. 

Upon graduation, Jeffrey plans to practice general dentistry in the greater Florida area. 

“Congrats Class of 2022!” 

Josh grew up in Sacramento, California and graduated from Mira Loma High School in 
2013. He then earned a B.S. degree in Cellular Biology and a second major in Economic 
Management at University of California Davis in 2018. During his time in undergrad, he 
researched autism spectrum disorder in voles could be cured through hormone release 
therapy of oxytocin and serotonin. He performed craniotomies and cryostat preservation to 
alter hormone levels in order to help reduce autistic behaviors and found a passion for 
developing dexterity with his hands, inevitably leading him to the dental field. He was also 
involved in an undergraduate student-run dental clinic whose goal was to provide 
subsidized restorative dental care for individuals or families who are in a certain 
socioeconomic class. Josh was elated to have the chance to move to Boston after being 
accepted in Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, the school his childhood dentist 
and mentor, Dr. Carrie Reddish, who greatly impacted his journey into the dental 
profession, attended. 

Josh would like to give special thanks to several individuals who helped shape him both 
professionally and personally. Josh would like to thank his extended family and friends for 
their encouragement over the years. Aside from his group of friends, Josh would not be 
here today without the continuing love and support from his family, most importantly, his 
mother and father, Aveena and Binu Thomas, who are an incredible support system. He 
would like to thank them for all their continued hard work, dedication, care, and love. Josh 
cannot begin to convey the eternal gratitude for his development as a better clinician to his 
clinic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Maria Torres, Olympia Karacosta, Merelyn Hong, and 

David Leader, for their knowledge, experience, and mentorship. Finally, the most heartfelt thanks must also go to a critical component of 
clinic functioning, the clinic’s DPAs, Valerie Distefano, Caitlin Lu, Tommy Rivera, and Jacqueline Kulas, for their patience, friendship, and 
kindness over the past two years. Finally, Josh would like to thank his Big/Little family, Dr. Adam Lowenstein D20, Dr. Robert Anderson 
D21, and Roshan Patel D23, who were the true unsung heroes of his journey at Tufts for always being there for him. Josh is grateful for 
the lifelong friends he made in dental school and thanks them for their endless support and unforgettable memories in these past four 
years. 

Following graduation, Josh is excited to announce he will either return to California to work as an associate dentist or begin work in 
Boston with his VIP program “bigs”, D21 Robert Anderson and D19 Anthony Falone. 
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Jose Adrian Abreu Perez, DI2022 

Aurash Abrishamchi, D2022 

Jose Adrian grew up in Brooklyn, New York. At the age of 14, his parents decided to retire 
to the Dominican Republic, the country where he was born. He continued his education 
and graduated from Universidad Autonoma de Santo Domingo with a Bachelor of Dental 
Surgery degree. 

As happy as he was practicing in the Republic, Jose decided to return to the United States 
to get a U.S. dental license. While in the U.S., he worked as a dental assistant for Dr. 
Dennis Tarnow at Specialized Dentistry of New York (SDNY Dental), along with his team who 
are at the forefront of dental implant research. These experiences helped him improve his 
diagnostic abilities and tailor his care to the needs of individual patients. He used state of 
the art technology and learned to think more critically while working in this highly 
demanding environment.   

Jose also enjoys connecting and giving back to underserved communities. In 2019, he 
traveled to the community of San Felipe, Villa Mella, Dominican Republic for two months to 
volunteer his service to a community center. 

Jose is incredibly grateful for the invaluable education that he received at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. He would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-
Holloway, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Gustavo Mahn, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. 
Robert Gyurko, Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Dr. Rocio Saavedra, Dr. Linda Marinello, Dr. Maria 
Avrampou, Dr. Rebekah Boral, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, and Dr. Erick Gomez. He would also 
like to thank his classmates, professors, and great friends from dental school. 

 Jose also thanks his mentors, Dr. Dennis Tarnow, Dr. Marion Brown, and Dr. Andres Ortega,  
 for supporting him to make this dream come true.  

Jose Adrian would like to dedicate his D.M.D. degree to his three children, Adrian Rafael, Eva Linda, and Alexander Abreu. He also extends 
his gratitude to his mother, Celeste Perez; grandmother, Mercedes Perez (Mamachea); his father, Jose R. Abreu; his aunt, Nuris Abreu; 
Frederick Snikkenburg; and to each of his siblings, cousins, and friends for always believing in him and serving as a source of motivation 
and inspiration. 

After graduation, Jose Adrian is planning to work as a general practitioner in Pennsylvania and eventually move south. 

Aurash was born and raised on Long Island, NY. He initially lived in Roslyn and eventually 
moved to Great Neck. Prior to attending dental school, Aurash received his B.S. in 
Behavioral Neuroscience from Northeastern University in 2016 and went on to complete 
M.S. degrees in Global Medicine from the University of Southern California in 2017 and in 
Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2018.  

Aurash was first introduced to dentistry through his uncle, Robin Hakimi, and his parents, 
Parviz Abrishamchi and Katrin Hakimi, who encouraged him to explore a career in 
dentistry. Through Northeastern University’s co-op program, Aurash worked as an intern 
for six months in the Craniofacial Pain Clinic on the sixth floor of the TUSDM building in 
2015, where he fell in love with Tufts Dental.  

After matriculating to Tufts in 2018, Aurash and several classmates created the Digital 
Dentistry Club allowing students to explore the many technologies that have emerged in 
dentistry. This aligned with the introduction of the digital dentistry curriculum and 
subsequent creation of the digital dentistry course, in which Aurash served as a TA. Aurash 
was included in a group of students who taught the D21, D22, and D23 classes how to use 
the intraoral scanners which were introduced to the undergraduate clinics in early 2021. 
Aurash would like to thank Dr. Wael Att for paving the way for digital dentistry at Tufts. He 
would also like to thank all the Practice Coordinators for Group Practice Atlantic for aiding 
his development as a clinician. At Tufts, Aurash was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, 
DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

Aurash’s path through dental school was affected by the sudden loss of his father in February 2020 before the start of the pandemic. 
While this was traumatic for him and his family, Aurash would like to thank the entire D22 class for the love and support that was shown 
for him and his family during that tough time. Aurash developed excellent relationships with many students in his class that motivated 
him to continue pursuing his passion, he would not have been able to finish dental school without the support from his friends.  

Aurash would like to give a special “thank you” to the women in his life. His grandmother, Carmen Sakhai; his mother, Katrin Hakimi; and 
his sister, Deeba Abrishamchi are appreciated for their unconditional love and support that kept him mentally and emotionally stable 
through the ups and downs of life. Lastly, Aurash would like to dedicate his degree to his late father who would have been proud to see 
his son become a doctor like he had always known.  

Upon graduating, Aurash will continue his dental education at an AEGD program. 
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Hajirah was born in the United States but moved to Pakistan at the age of five. She 
completed her Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree in 2012 and began a four-year residency 
in Orthodontics in 2015. During her residency, Hajirah also worked at a private practice, in 
addition to volunteering at the Islamabad Cleft Lip and Palate Association and participating 
in research. During her residency, she decided to move to the United States to further her 
dental career and started preparing for her NBDEs. It was difficult to manage her residency 
program and take the NBDEs, but with support from her family, she was able to pass the 
NBDEs. As her residency was ending, she decided to apply to dental schools in the United 
States. Hajirah feels very fortunate to have gained admission into the Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine IS Class of 2022 and thanks Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr. Jeanette 
Sabir-Holloway for providing her with the opportunity to be a part of the Tufts family. It was 
indeed a huge move for Hajirah to come to the United States from Pakistan and settle down 
in Massachusetts with her husband and then 15-month-old son only three weeks before 
starting school at Tufts; however, due to her immense family support, the transition was 
made easier. 

Hajirah describes her time at Tufts as a huge learning experience. Every day was filled with 
new challenges, whether in terms of attending school and achieving milestones and 
deadlines, or in terms of parenting. Tufts provided a culturally rich and supportive 
environment, allowing her to thrive both professionally and personally. She says that her 
hard times at school could not have been made easier without the support of her friends 
who names are too endless to mention here.  

Hajirah would like to thank her mentors, Dr. Ronald Perry, for his constant support and guidance, and her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Mary 
Karish-Dodge, Dr. Alan Epstein, and Dr. Mark Caddell, for their support, guidance, and patience.  

After Allah, Hajirah is endlessly thankful to her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Afridi, for their limitless support, love, and all the pep talks 
throughout many ups and downs during this journey. She could not be where she is right now without their support. Hajirah gives big 
thanks to her sisters, Amina, Waffiyah, and Sameera, for always taking care of her. Nothing would have been possible without them. She 
expresses her profound gratitude to her husband, Ahmed, for his unwavering support and for excellently raising their beautiful son. She 
would like to thank her son, Muhammad, for being so patient and brave, when it was so difficult to leave him behind and go to school 
even at times when he was sick.   

Hajirah plans to work as a general dentist along with practicing orthodontics and getting certified in cleft lip and palate. She hopes to be 
able to do something for her country in the field of cleft lip and palate in future.  

Fadi was born in Damascus, Syria, and raised in Homs. He studied at Hama School of 
Dental Medicine and earned his Doctor of Dental Surgery degree in 1995. After graduation, 
he worked as a general dentist in his two private offices besides his job at the Ministry of 
Health for more than thirteen years. He then went to Saudi Arabia to work as a general 
dentist through a contract with the Ministry of Health for five years, where his job was in 
hospitals and health centers of Tabuk, SA. 

In December of 2015, he came to the United States with his family, seeking a better life, 
since in this promising country he can find the best educational institutions in the whole 
world along with the freedom and safety he wished for his family. As soon as he entered 
the United States, he was extremely determined to study for the national boards part one 
and two to make his family’s dream a reality. Although he was working hard, he struggled 
to feed his family and start a new life here without relatives or friends to support him, 
making the situation even more difficult and challenging. However, his wife played a huge 
role in helping him achieve all the prerequisites to apply for dental school. The unwavering 
support from her and his children made him eager and motivated to move forward with this 
important life goal as a recent immigrant to America, and in January 2020, he was accepted 
and enrolled in the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine IS Program. 

Fadi would like to thank God for his huge love and guidance through his entire life; his 
parents; his Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, Denisa Stasa, 
Alberto Sarmiento, and Lorena Alex, for all their support and patience in the clinic; and all 
the respectful faculty members who were a great source of knowledge and information 

needed for a better future. He also thanks the administrative staff for their unlimited help and cooperation through the entire IS program. 
Above all, he expresses his warmest and deepest gratitude to Dr. Ronald Perry who was the best ever Director and advocate, who made 
his dream come true by giving him the acceptance to enter the world of dentistry again in the U.S.A. 

After graduation, Fadi is looking forward to starting his career as an associate dentist for a few years and later to having his own practice, 
where he can continue to use his hands for service and literally bring back the smiles on the faces of the people he encounters daily. 

Hajirah Afridi, DI2022 

Fadi Addoum, DI2022 
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Brian was born in Seoul, South Korea, and grew up in many different cities across the 
world, ranging from Novi, Melbourne, Vancouver, and Toronto to Boston. Having lived in 
multiple places growing up, Brian enjoyed being around different cultures and meeting 
people from various backgrounds along the way. Brian graduated from Tufts University 
with a B.S. degree in Chemistry.  

Brian attended dental school at Tufts, becoming a double jumbo. Dental school for Brian 
was an unforgettable experience with great classmates and faculty members joining the 
journey to become dentists. The most memorable experiences for Brian were the first 
moments of everything at TUSDM, holding a handpiece for the first time, his first prophy, 
seeing a patient for the first time, giving a local anesthesia, delivering the first crown, and 
countless more. He will cherish those moments for many years after graduation.  

Brian extends sincere thanks to all the faculty members with whom he worked in clinic. He 
could not have come all this way without the help of Dr. Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Dr. 
Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Dr. Eduardo Olegario, and his Practice Coordinators, Dr. 
David Leader, Dr. Maria Torres, Dr. Merelyn Hong, and Dr. Olympia Karacosta, who all 
assisted him in becoming a more knowledgeable provider every day in clinic.   

Brian also cannot express enough gratitude and thanks to Ms. Kathryn Dolan and Dr. 
Tarunjeet Pabla who were great mentors and inspirations, giving their support since his 
days as an undergraduate student when he worked as an assistant for a community dental 
clinic at Josiah Quincy School by TUSDM.   

He extends deepest appreciation to his family who were there to support him throughout all the years. Despite being overseas, they were 
great role models and were always there to support him. Brian expresses deepest love and thanks to his parents, sister, and 
grandmother who inspired him through not only dental school, but ever since he can remember.  

Lastly, he would also like to thank the city of Boston, which he will be leaving after graduation. Following graduation, Brian plans to work 
in a dental practice in Rhode Island. He will miss the city, as it felt like his second home. All the memories at Tufts will be something he 
would like to cherish for as long as he can.   

Jocelyne was born in Bolivia before her parents migrated to the U.S. in 2003. She started 
her new life as a young fourth grader, and by the time she was in fifth grade, she decided 
that becoming a dentist was her goal. She graduated from Virginia Commonwealth 
University with her B.S. in Biology with a minor in Chemistry. She then pursued a post-
baccalaureate program in George Mason and Georgetown University. Before starting dental 
school at Tufts and throughout her college career, she worked as a dental assistant for five 
years. Dental assisting solidified her choice of one day becoming a dentist.  

During her time at TUSDM, she served in various events for the Hispanic Dental Association 
as well as being the senior representative of the Tufts Implant Club. She participated in 
events from volunteering at the Most Holy Redeemer Parish for the HDA to organizing 
implant placement and suture workshops for the Tufts Implant Club. Jocelyne was able to 
advance her education through her externship at the Dimock Center in Boston, MA by 
providing dental care to the underserved. She was also a recipient of the Barbara and 
Vangel Zissi Term Scholarship.

Jocelyne would like to sincerely thank all the very special and devoted faculty who made 
her dental school experience enjoyable during her time in the Back Bay Clinic. Their 
dedication to her success is something that she will forever be grateful for.  

Most importantly, Jocelyne would like to give her biggest thanks to her mom and dad; her 
younger siblings, Juliet, Juliane, and Luis; along with her fiancé, Edward Gedeon. Without 
their never-ending love and support she would not have become Dr. Aguilar. Additionally,  

 Jocelyne would like to thank her amazing group of friends for making dental school fun and  
 memorable. The memories of laughing and crying together will forever be cherished.  

 Upon graduation, Jocelyne will go back to her hometown in Northern Virginia to practice  
 general dentistry and is looking forward to making a positive impact on all her new  
 patients. 

Brian (Soo In) Ahn, D2022 

Jocelyne Aguilar, D2022 
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May received her Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree from the College of Dentistry at the 
University of Baghdad in 2011. She was ranked in the top ten percent of her class. After 
graduation, she worked in different settings: specialized health care centers, hospitals, 
and primary health care centers. She volunteered as the head of a health team that visited 
internally displaced refugee camps evaluating their nutritional, educational, and health 
needs. She worked in her own private practice in Iraq for two years. May moved to United 
States in 2016 to join her family in California and started working on the dental school 
application requirements to achieve her goal to work as a dentist in the United States. She 
worked as a dental assistant and volunteered in different dental clinics and non-profit 
organizations while preparing to apply for dental schools.  

May was accepted to the DIS program at TUSDM in 2019. She was so happy and excited to 
achieve one of her biggest goals. She is grateful for the excellent learning experience she 
received at TUSDM. She was ranked top of her class during 2019-2020 academic year, she 
received a Tufts Merit Scholarship for her academic performance, and she was on the 
Dean’s List during the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 academic years.  

May would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry for giving her the opportunity to be part of Tufts 
family, his support, and the great mentorship he gave throughout school time. May would 
like to express a great appreciation to school deans, Practice Coordinators, the faculty, the 
staff members, and her classmates, especially Nada Elsharabassy, for their continuous 
support. May would like to thank her backbone, her family. Without them, she would not 
be the person she is today. She learned from her mother the true meaning of compassion 

and from her father the meaning of hard work. May is blessed to have her brothers, Sajad and Bilal. They were her biggest supporters 
throughout her journey. Last but not least, May would like to thank Hussein, the most loving and caring husband. He was truly 
understanding, and he was always there for her during difficult times despite his stressful job as a physician. He lived and felt every 
single happy or sad moment she went through during her journey. She is grateful to have him in her life.  

After graduation, May will move to Texas, and her future goal is to run a private practice. 

Hayder was born in Baghdad, Iraq. He completed two B.D.S. degrees-first in Iraq in 2013 
and subsequently in Syria in 2018. 

Hayder moved to Saudi Arabia in 2013 and worked there until 2016. He worked as a 
general dentist and attended implant as well as orthodontics courses. He then moved to 
the U.S. in 2016. He completed all the admission requirements for applying to dental 
school while he was working full time. While it was a challenging feat, his hard work paid 
off when he was accepted to join the IS22 class at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine in 2020. 

Being part of the Tufts family changed his perspective in many ways thanks to the rich 
cultural environment, the level of education, the cutting-edge technology incorporated into 
the curriculum, and the many clubs that the students at TUSDM take part in. 

Hayder was on the Dean’s List for the years 2020 and 2021. For an IS student, the time 
spent at Tufts is shorter compared to the regular DMD candidates; however, it was one of 
the best periods in his life. TUSDM provided him with a platform to pursue his dreams. The 
educational environment, the facilities, the excellent professors, and his peers made his 
experience a remarkable one. 

Hayder would like to thank everyone in the TUSDM family and send a special thanks to  
Drs. Robert Kasberg and Michael Thompson for their guidance and support. He would like 
to thank Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for giving him the opportunity to 
be a part of the Tufts family. He also would like to thank his clinic PCs, Dr. Frank DeCaro,  

Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez, and Dr. Paul Trombly for helping him to become a better clinician. He would like to thank the Operative, 
Prosthodontics, Periodontics, Oral Surgery, Endodontics, and Pediatrics faculty for their help and education. 

Hayder would like to extend special thanks to his father, Dr. Nafil Al Janabi, for his love and support throughout the years. 

Hayder would like to also thank his family for their tremendous love and support. 

Following graduation, Hayder will be working in a private office in Ohio. 

May Al Jassani, DI2022 

Hayder Al Janabi, DI2022 
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Madi completed his B.D.S. overseas then enrolled in a postgraduate periodontics program 
followed by an M.B.S. program in the United States before joining the Tufts family. He 
completed all admission requirements to apply to dental schools while he was a full-time 
student, hospital chaplain volunteer, dental assistant, and IRB member in New Jersey. 
While it might have been one of the most challenging times of his life, his hard work paid 
off when he was accepted to join the IS22 class at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine in 2020. Having a passion for helping others, at Tufts he was a teaching assistant 
of several subjects, mentoring several lower classmen and organizing a series of volunteer-
based TA sessions. 

Being a part of the Tufts family changed his perspective in many ways. Madi was elected 
class president during his time at Tufts and was president of the Entrepreneurship Society 
with the mission of fostering innovation and entrepreneurship within the student body and 
allowing a continuous ecosystem that harbors the entrepreneurial spirit within the Tufts 
Dental community. 

While at TUSDM, hard work landed Madi on the Dean’s List. For an IS student, the time 
spent at Tufts is shorter compared to the regular DMD candidates; however, he is proud 
that he joined. TUSDM provided him with a platform to pursue his dreams in the United 
States as a licensed practitioner. Madi would like to thank everyone in the TUSDM family 
and send a special thanks to Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for giving him the opportunity to 
become a member of the Tufts family. He also would like to thank his clinic PCs, Dr. Alan 
Epstein, Dr. Mary Karish-Dodge, and Dr. Mark Caddell for helping him become the better 

clinician he is today. He would like to thank the Operative, Prosthodontics, Periodontics, Oral Surgery, Endodontics, and Pediatrics 
faculty for their help and education. As well, Madi would like to give a special “thank you” for all his family and friends around the globe 
especially those in North Carolina and California for their love and continued support throughout the years. Madi aims to work in rural 
parts of the U.S. where he believes people of this great nation need dental care the most. 

Laimarie was born in Indianapolis, Indiana and raised in Tegucigalpa, Honduras and 
Carmel, Indiana. She graduated from Indiana University Bloomington with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree with a major in Biology and a minor in Spanish in 2012. She went on to 
complete a Master of Science degree in Medical Sciences from Barry University in Florida in 
2017.  

While at TUSDM, Laimarie was involved with the Hispanic Dental Association all four years. 
In her third year, she was fortunate to be selected as one of the community service 
representatives for HDA and as secretary her fourth year. Additionally, she served as a 
liaison for AAPHD her first year. She was also involved with Autism Smiles, Give Kids A 
Smile, AAPD, American Association for Women Dentists, and Implant Club. Laimarie was a 
recipient of the Lawrence B. DiBona DDS Term Scholarship as well.

Laimarie would like to thank her family for being supportive throughout her journey in 
dental school. She would like to acknowledge her mother and stepfather, Luis and Janeth 
Scheker, for their unwavering support. Laimarie would like to give a big shout out to her 
husband, Shane Dorsey, for always being there for her and being supportive: “Love you 
Chocobear. Without your constant support and love, none of this would be possible.” 

Lastly, Laimarie would like to thank the friends she made throughout her four years at 
Tufts.  

After graduation, Laimarie will work as a general dentist.  

 This special day and degree is dedicated to Laimarie’s father, Luis Ernesto Alas, who  
 passed away in 1997: “Te quiero mucho papito lindo.” He is truly missed and always  
 in her heart. 

Madi Alassadi, DI2022 

Laimarie Alas, D2022 
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An was born and raised in Guangdong, China. In 2008, An moved to Montverde, FL alone to 
start her high school education as an international student at the age of fifteen. She 
graduated from the University of Rochester with a B.S. in Biomedical Engineering in 2015 
and continued her education at Tufts University, earning an M.S. in Biomedical Science in 
2018. 

During An’s journey to dental school, she focused on expanding her clinical and didactic 
skills and pursuing quality dentistry. An was also involved in a variety of student 
organizations, and she was an active member of the Sharewood Project, where she 
volunteered in a weekly basis to provide services for the medically underserved, especially 
new immigrants. 

An would like to give a special “thank you” to all her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Theano 
Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, and Dr. Rebekah Boral, for providing unconditional and 
phenomenal guidance, support, and mentorship during this challenging time of the 
pandemic. They are truly the clinical role models for all students, and An is forever grateful 
for what she learned from them.  

An would like to extend heartfelt thanks and appreciation to her parents, Huiping Fan and 
Fengbin An, for their unwavering faith and unconditional love, and her little sister, Ne An, 
for always making her laugh. Even though An was not able to see them for many years, 
they have always been the greatest support to her.  

Last but not least, An would love to thank all the friends she made at TUSDM that kept her 
smiling throughout the four years, especially Ashely Gagnon for making dental school a much more enjoyable experience. She would also 
like to express her gratitude to her best friends in Boston, Dian Gu, Xingyi Han, Junping Tang, Wenyu Kui, and Xunan Shen, for taking care 
of her, as well as her loving boyfriend, Lexiang Ji, for always being “her person.” 

Upon graduation, An plans to work at a private practice in Massachusetts.  

Danielle was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland. She earned her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Neurobiology and Physiology from University of Maryland, College Park, where 
she also played college ice hockey. 

Danielle’s experience at Tufts has been a very challenging yet rewarding experience. Her 
success would not have been possible without the incredible clinical faculty and the 
second-floor team at Group Practice Back Bay. There is not enough room to list everyone, 
but she would like to thank her wonderful Practice Coordinators, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, Dr. 
Maria Torres, and Dr. Merelyn Hong, for being the best leaders and making sure they all 
graduated on time. She also thanks the clinical faculty who sometimes had to carry her 
through difficult appointments and made her the clinician she is today, Dr. Francois 
Fisselier, Dr. Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Rocio 
Saavedra, Dr. Eduardo Olegario, Dr. Kerith Rankin, Dr. Dongwoo Park, Dr. Mirian Belussi, 
and Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili. Danielle would also like to thank Dr. Hugo Campos and all 
the radiology technicians who helped her take the tough radiographs during 
appointments. Last but not least, she would like to thank the second floor DPAs, Alyx Ortiz, 
Tommy Rivera, Valerie Distefano, Caitlin Lu, Jacqueline Kulas, and all the dispensary staff 
who ensured our appointments and day to day clinical activities went smoothly.  

Danielle is eternally grateful to her mother for her unconditional love and encouragement 
throughout her life. She has shown Danielle how to be strong and accomplish all goals 
despite any obstacle. Danielle cannot wait to accompany her mother in private practice 
after graduation, a dream she has held since she was in grade school. 

Finally, Danielle would like to thank her husband for his unwavering support throughout this process. Without his endless patience and 
love, this would not have been possible for her.  

Danielle will forever be indebted to Tufts for making this journey possible for her. As Orrin Hatch said, “Graduation is not the end, it’s the 
beginning.” She cannot wait to take the skills she has learned here to begin her career as a dentist.  

In the words of Walt Disney, “All our dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them.”  

“Congratulations Class of 2022. We did it.” 

An An, D2022 

Danielle Anis Amini-Luther, D2022 
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Born in Saint Petersburg, Russia in 1985, Yulia was raised in a medical family. Yulia was 
inspired from early childhood to become a health care professional. Her dad, a surgeon, 
has always been her greatest inspiration and an extraordinarily kind human being. His 
central joy in life was service, of saving and improving lives. While Yulia liked to think that 
she possessed a number of qualities that helped to make a good dentist, she took the 
greatest pride in her compassion, which she attributed mostly to her dad’s example.  

Yulia’s parents also provided her with excellent educational opportunities that enabled her 
to become fluent in French, Ukrainian, and English, in addition to her native Russian. She 
hopes to put her advanced multilingual skills to good use in dentistry and to continue to 
practice on some level in all of her languages. 

Yulia considers dentistry to be an art form. At the same time, she believes in a holistic 
approach to the patient, focusing on excellent communication and effective treatment of 
dental diseases coupled with preventative measures. After Yulia’s graduation from the one 
of the oldest medical institutions in Russia, St. Petersburg Pavlov First Medical University 
in 2008, she completed a one-year internship. She continued to advance her education in 
endodontics, operative dentistry, and oral hygiene, while working full time as a dentist 
from 2008 to 2016, until she moved to San Diego, CA. 

Her time spent as a dental student from January 2020 through 2022 at Tufts University was 
among her greatest moments. Being a student again helped her not only improve her 
practical skills, but also to meet amazing dental professionals and mentors, make new 

friends, and eventually become a better person. Yulia was on the Dean’s List twice for her academic achievement and was always curious 
about newest advances in dentistry including endodontics, digital dentistry, and periodontology. One of the things that that she loved 
most about Tufts is its sheer diversity. 

Aware of how fiercely competitive D.D.S./D.M.D. programs are in the U.S., Yulia is extremely thankful to Drs. Ronald Perry, Theano 
Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, Rebekah Boral, Erick Gomez (Group Dorchester, huddle!), Ronald Davitt, James Theodore, Dr. Dongwoo Park 
(QA), Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Thaisa Bordin, Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament (Dr. “M”), Gustavo Mahn, Aidee Herman, and Linda Marinello for 
being outstanding mentors, practitioners, and wonderful, kindhearted human beings. She extends special gratitude to the whole big 
Tufts family; her beloved parents, Nina and Nikolay Khoklov; and her faithful friends for their constant support and motivation.  

 Yulia’s 2.5 years of dental experience at Tufts gives her confidence that she will excel here in America. Yulia keenly looks forward to a 
very multilingual and multispecialty practice of dentistry on the East Coast.  

Emarsharae was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. She received her B.S. in Biology and 
a Minor in Philosophy at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. She is grateful for her 
experiences in college that led her to pursue dentistry with an emphasis on patients with 
special needs and disabilities.  

After college, Emarsharae pursued an M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences at Tufts 
University where she developed an interest in research involving better clinical practices 
for dental patients with less access to care due to perceived challenges with treatment, 
particularly patients with intellectual and developmental disabilities. She is grateful for her 
mentors, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Meletia Laskou, and Dr. Gina Terenzi for their support and 
guidance. She entered TUSDM the following year. While at TUSDM, she was involved with 
her class and her community. Emarsharae is especially grateful for her involvement with 
oral health fairs, Special Smiles, and the Student National Dental Association. The 
opportunity to serve the Boston community alongside her peers created memories she will 
always remember.  

She would like to give thanks to her preclinical and didactic instructors as well as her 
Practice Coordinators, Dr. Karen Wallach, Dr. Alex Miele, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, for 
supporting her growth in clinic. She also gives thanks to the hard work of the DPAs as well 
as the clinical faculty and staff for their clinical knowledge that has helped shaped who she 
is and will continue to progress shaping as a dental provider. She also wants to give a 
special “thank you” to Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. Robert Kasberg for their support 
and belief in her career through the challenges of dental school.  

Emarsharae would like to show the most gratitude to her family and friends who provided unwavering confidence and faith in her 
abilities. She gives thanks to God for such a wonderful support system and could not have gotten this far without them. Without their 
countless sacrifices, guidance, and patience, she would not be the person she is today.  

After graduation, Emarsharae will continue her dental education at Oregon Health and Science University in Portland, Oregon for a 
general practice residency program. She is beyond excited for her next chapter in life.  

Yulia Annenkova, DI2022 

Emarsharae Anderson, D2022 
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Born and raised in Sri Lanka, Yohan earned his Bachelor of Dental Surgery from the 
University of Peradeinya, Sri Lanka. After graduation, Yohan worked in a private practice for 
two years before making a move to the U.S. in 2017. While in the U.S., he worked at a 
digital orthodontic company and did his NBDE exams and received an acceptance letter 
from the International Program at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in September 
2019. 

While at TUSDM, Yohan dedicated himself to both his studies and activities outside of 
class. He was a Dean’s List recipient for two consecutive years and had the honor of 
serving as the Vice President of the IS22 class, in which he served as a liaison between the 
administration and the student body. Even though the role was not easy, he enjoyed the 
responsibility of connecting with classmates and organizing events with the Class 
President to make the journey at Tufts more memorable. He was also fortunate enough to 
be a TA in prosthodontics, through which he enjoyed helping students to sharpen their 
skills. Yohan was also a committee member of the South Asian Medical and Dental 
Association (SAMDA). As a senior student, Yohan was selected for the Nitrous Oxide 
sedation selective course, under the guidance of Dr. Lily Hu. Yohan believes that the 
invaluable experiences he received from Tufts will help him to be a successful general 
dentist and a future practice owner. 

Yohan would like to thank the amazing faculty, staff, and administration for their 
commitment to excellence. He would like to give a special thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry, who 
granted him the opportunity to be a part of Tufts and for his continuous support for the 

betterment of the class. Yohan was part of Group Fairfield and would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia 
Gonzalez, and Dr. Frank DeCaro. He would also like to extend his deepest gratitude to Dr. Ronald Davitt and Dr. William Lobel from the 
Department of Comprehensive Care for their guidance and mentorship. Also, he thanks everyone from the Department of Prosthodontics, 
including Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Vasiliki Tsakalelli, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr. Tingyun Tsai, and Dr. Vincent 
Basha for working tirelessly with the students. 

Finally, Yohan would like to thank his lovely wife, Gayanthi, for the strength and support she has given him throughout the journey. He 
also thanks his sister, Sachi and his family in the U.S.A. and Sri Lanka. Yohan deeply appreciates his friends in Seattle, Los Angeles, and 
throughout the U.S. who helped him in the journey to become a licensed dentist here as well. 

Last but not least, Yohan would like to thank his parents, Dr. Mahinda and Dr. Shiyama Arambepola, for inspiring and encouraging him to 
chase his dream. This degree is dedicated to them. 

Growing up wishing to be a dentist, Yosr never knew that that she would have to go 
through the dental school twice. 

Yosr was born in Egypt and earned a B.D.S. degree from Mansoura University Faculty of 
Dentistry in 2010. She then worked as a general dentist in her family’s private clinic and in 
a dental training center as a prosthodontic instructor and clinic lead for five years before 
coming to the U.S. and earning Master’s of Public Health from Nova Southeastern 
University in Florida in 2017. 

Yosr is grateful to God for the guidance and strength she was given during her 29 months 
at Tufts to survive the hard times during the pandemic. The struggles turned out to be a 
blessing, as she had her precious girl, Gamila, in the second semester of the program. 

With highest regards, Yosr acknowledges the unconditional support and guidance of the 
Group Atlantic PCs, Drs. Olympia Karacosta, Karen Wallach, Alberto Sarmiento, Alex Miele, 
and Denisa Stasa. She is grateful for the exceptional clinical training she received at Tufts 
and would like to thank the faculty and staff for their openness and commitment to dental 
education, including Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Amit Sachdeo, Kanchan Ganda, Khaled Shaikhi, 
Rocio Saavedra, Hugo Campos, Maha Qari, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, and Vincent 
Basha. Yosr is also thankful to the DPAs and dispensary staff, Jackie, Tommy, Anita, and 
Lindita, who genuinely helped every student.  

To the love of her life, Shadi Elmekkawi DI20, Yosr would like to say: “11 years ago, we 
started together, young and passionate, supporting each other to change the world, and 

here we are now starting a new chapter full of love and gratitude for all the ups and downs we faced together that make us deeply 
connected. Thanks for making my journey more joyful and full of amazing achievements.”   

Lastly, Yosr would like to express her infinite love to her three gorgeous girls, Maya, Hania, and Gamila.  

 Yosr accomplishments would not have been possible without her family. Yosr dedicates her degree to her parents, Wafaa and Adel, and 
her siblings. She thanks them for their continuous support and unconditional love. 

After graduation, Yosr will move back to Florida to practice in private clinic until she buys her own clinic.  

Yohan Arambepola, DI2022 

Yosr Arafy, DI2022 
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Dr. Att is a professor and Chair of the Department of Prosthodontics at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. He is also a professor of prosthodontics at the School of 
Dentistry, University of Freiburg, Germany. Dr. Att is board-certified prosthodontist from 
the German Society of Prosthodontics and Biomaterials (DGPro) since 2004 and an active 
member of multiple professional organizations, including the European Academy of 
Esthetic Dentistry (EAED), International Academy of Digital Dental Medicine, International 
College of Prosthodontists, Greater New York Academy of Prosthodontics, and others. He 
serves as Past President of the International Academy for Digital Dental Medicine (IADDM), 
Past President of the Prosthodontics Group of the International Association for Dental 
Research (IADR), as well as President of the Arabian Academy of Esthetic Dentistry (ARAED). 

Dr. Att obtained his D.D.S. degree in 1997 from Tishreen University in Syria and received 
Dr. Med. Dent. (2003) and Ph.D. (2010) degrees as well as the title of extraordinary 
professor (2013) from the University of Freiburg. He was a visiting assistant professor from 
2005 to 2007 at the Weintraub Center for Reconstructive Biotechnology, UCLA School of 
Dentistry, and the Director of Postgraduate Program in Prosthodontics in Freiburg from 
2007 to 2017. A widely published and internationally respected clinician and lecturer, Dr. 
Att’s main focus within teaching, research, and clinical practice is esthetic and implant 
dentistry as well as the implementation of cutting-edge digital technologies in both 
reconstructive and multidisciplinary dentistry.  

Dr. Att expresses his gratitude to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine for giving him 
the honor of being a member of its family and obtaining his D.M.D. He enjoys teamwork  

 with the team at TUSDM towards supporting students and residents to become Global  
 Leaders in Oral Health.  

 Dr. Att thanks his family for the love and continuous encouragement to achieve his goals.  
 He also extends a further gratitude to his friends for their help and support. 

Sandy grew up in Los Angeles, California and graduated from Granada Hills Charter High 
School in 2013. She then earned a B.S. degree in Biology at the University of California 
Riverside in 2017. During her time in undergrad, she analyzed abiotic stress and carbon 
cycle responses by cultivating cells in a botany lab. As a member of the U.S. Forest Service, 
she acquired data on species richness and distribution. She was also involved in child 
adversity and adaptation research of children in foster care. 

While a student at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Sandy had the pleasure of 
serving as a teaching assistant for Group Practice Back Bay and being a student interviewer 
for the Admissions Committee. Sandy was also involved in conducting a research study 
with Drs. Sebastien Salzmann, Malika Jhawar, and Natalie Jeong on whether BMI could be 
associated with implant failure. During her fourth year, Sandy had the opportunity to 
complete a five-week externship at AltaMed in California where she provided dental care to 
the underserved community. 

Sandy would like to give special thanks to several individuals who helped shape her both 
professionally and personally. First and foremost, Sandy would like to thank her parents, 
Suki and Iqbal, for their continued support, guidance, and unconditional love. She also 
thanks her extended family and friends for their long-distance encouragement. Sandy 
would like to express eternal gratitude in her development as a better clinician to her clinic 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Maria Torres, Olympia Karacosta, Merelyn Hong, and David 
Leader, for their knowledge, experience, and mentorship. Sandy extends a heartfelt “thank 
you” to the Back Bay DPAs, Valerie Distefano, Tommy Rivera, Caitlin Lu, and Jacqueline 

 Kulas, for their friendship and kindness over the past two years. She is grateful for the  
 lifelong friends she made in dental school and thanks them for their endless support and  
 unforgettable memories in these past four years. 

 Following graduation, Sandy will return to Los Angeles to work as an associate dentist. 

Dr. Wael Att, DI Faculty 2022

Sandeep Arora, D2022 
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Revana is originally from Maghagha, Egypt, and at the age of five, she and her family 
moved to the United States. She grew up in Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota. She attended 
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities where she completed her B.A. in Biology, Society 
and the Environment and started her Master of Public Health (MPH). After undergrad and 
starting her MPH, Revana moved to Boston, MA to be able to complete her Master of 
Science in Oral Health Sciences at Boston University. After completing her master’s degree 
from Boston University, she started dental school at Tufts University. At Tufts, Revena was a 
recipient of the Chaim and Rieva Trilling Society of Fellows Scholarship.

From the moment Revana walked into Tufts Dental for her interview, she knew that this 
would be the place where she jumpstarted her dream of being a healthcare professional. 
Her passion for healthcare and public health were fueled by her experiences serving as a 
community service liaison for multiple student groups and her experiences on the clinical 
floors and externship. During her time at Tufts, Revana gained so many technical and 
professional skills, experiences, and memories. From laughing and even crying in the 
preclinic to the long nights in the library, every second at Tufts Dental has been valuable! 

Revana is ever so grateful for all the opportunities at Tufts. From the faculty mentorship to 
the friendships made at Tufts, they will last for a lifetime and will be treasured forever. 
Revana is especially thankful to her father, Emad; her mother, Lucy; and her sisters, 
Remola and Renata, for all of their love and support throughout one of the hardest 
experiences of her life. 

Sherif was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt. He received a D.D.S. from Cairo University of 
Egypt in 2003. Following graduation, he worked as a dentist and assistant researcher at 
the National Research Center in Cairo in addition to working as an associate dentist in 
nonprofit dental clinics part time. After moving to the U.S. in 2017, he worked as a dental 
hygienist at a dental office in Melbourne, FL.   

At Tufts, Sherif was awarded a Merit Scholarship for the 2021-2022 academic year. 

Sherif is grateful to the Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, 
for their constant support and willingness to help him learn and grow as dental provider. 
He also wants to thank Dr. Olympia Karacosta, former Atlantic Practice Coordinator, for all 
her guidance. Sherif would like to thank all the TUSDM faculty members, especially Dr. 
Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. Judith Goldstein, Dr. Khaled Shaikhi, and Dr. 
Stephany Cordero, for their mentorship, which tremendously shaped the clinician he is 
today. Sherif will never forget the help and support of DPAs, dispensary, and radiology 
staff, especially Jacqueline Kulas, Tommy Rivera, Caitlin Lu, Lindita Kurbini, Ali Redjaee, 
Anita Miller, and Emily Fang. 

Sherif would like to dedicate his degree to his father soul, Dr. Ahmed Attia. He wants to 
send special thanks to his mother, Dr. Ehsan Bashandy, and his sister, Dr. Zeinab Attia, 
who supported him to pursue his goal despite the long distance and that they did not meet 
in person for two years.  

Sherif is grateful for the lifelong friendships he cultivated at Tufts. 

 After graduation, Sherif will work as general dentist in Massachusetts. 

Revana Awadallah, D2022 

Sherif Attia, DI2022 
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Mehak was born and raised in South Florida. She graduated from Everglades High School 
and earned a B.S. in Biology at Florida International University in Miami, FL. Mehak 
graduated magna cum laude and cherished her education at FIU that build a foundation for 
her dental education at Tufts. Mehak was thrilled to begin her dental journey at Tufts in 
Boston, a program that has always stood out to her. 

At Tufts, Mehak was an active member of the American Student Dental Association. She 
was chair of the Wellness Committee and contributed to advocating for the balance of 
mind, body, and wellness. Mehak spent a great amount of her time at Tufts giving back to 
her peers while serving as a Teaching Assistant in many courses. She is especially grateful 
to have been a TA for Group Practice Dorchester, allowing her to continuously learn and 
pass down knowledge to her peers. She excelled in her courses and was a recipient of the 
Tufts Merit Scholarship throughout all four years.  

Mehak would like to thank the faculty at Tufts for their guidance in shaping her into a 
competent, skilled, and compassionate clinician. She would like to thank the Dorchester 
PCs, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, and Dr. Rebekah Boral, for their 
unwavering support throughout her clinical journey. Mehak would like to thank Dr. Steven 
Eisen, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, and Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament for 
their continuous mentorship. 

Mehak extends great gratitude to her family and friends. Mehak would like to thank her 
three older sisters for her strength and resilience. Mehak is grateful for unconditional  

 positivity and love from her mother, brother-in-law, niece, and nephews. She knows all her  
 accomplishments could not be possible without her family. 

 Mehak is excited to return to warmer weather and begin practicing as a general dentist in  
 Florida. She is beyond grateful to be a part of this profession and is looking forward to  
 continuously learning in the vast field of dentistry.  

Romina was born in Tehran, Iran, and raised in San Antonio, Texas. She completed her 
undergraduate and graduate programs at The University of Texas at San Antonio. In 2014, 
she received her B.S. in Chemistry, Biology, and Psychology. In 2016 and 2017, she 
received her M.S. in Biomedical Engineering and Business, respectively. Before dental 
school, Romina taught at UTSA for seven years and worked as a Dental Treatment 
Coordinator in a multi-specialty office in San Antonio for a year. 

During her time at TUSDM, Romina served as the D22 Class President for all four years. She 
also served on many other platforms, including D22 Perio Club Liaison and Vice President, 
Social Media Chair for AAPHD, MC and Event Coordinator for the first-ever Dental Fest, Pre-
Dental Day volunteer and student panelist, Volunteer Coordinator for Cradles to Crayons, 
Gross Anatomy Memorial Service Coordinator and piano player, active member of HDA and 
SNDA, Teaching Assistant for Prosthodontics – Fixed and Removable, Clinic Teaching 
Assistant, Liaison for Craniofacial Function II course, and TRIOS Scanner Student Task 
Force. Romina was given the opportunity to participate in the Esthetic Selective Program 
during her fourth year. She was also a recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship.

Romina also served on many committees: the TUSDM Dean Selection Search Committee, 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs Search Committee, Search Committee for TUSDM 
Periodontology Department Chair Position, COVID-19 Task Force, and Practice Management 
Accreditation Committee. 

Throughout her time at TUSDM, what gave her the most joy, was to be “madame 
president”. With the help of all her classmates, she was able to change the vigorous exam 
block, coordinate pre-clinical practice sessions, distribute materials for her and her 

classmates’ practices, and become the bridge of communication between her classmates and all the administration, faculty, and staff. 
She enjoyed helping her classmates in lab and clinic when she had the chance. And last but not least, she was able to formally request 
and receive the University’s help with paying for the 2022 class’ dental licensing exam fees. She loved earning her classmates’ trust and 
being able to extend her hand out any time a classmate needed help. After graduation, Romina plans to work as a general dentist. 

Romina would like to thank her family, friends, and all her classmates for being her rock through such a crazy, unbelievable four-year 
journey. Also, Romina would like to thank the following faculty, staff, and admin: Paula Callahan, Dr. Dongwoo Park, Dr. Steven Eisen, 
Tangy Person, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Jackie Roman, Matilda Bejko, Lediana Rami, Renald Joseph, Dr. David Paul, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. Denisa 
Stasa, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Lorena Alex, Dr. Robert Amato, Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. James Theodore, all prosthodontics faculty and 
residents, Dr. Ali Muftu, Dr. Aikaterini Papathanasiou, Dr. Amir Mousavi, Patti Casey, Karen Alexander, Dr. Gulsun Gul, Dr. Khaled Shaikhi, 
Dr. Wael Att, Dr. Katerina Pellino, Dr. Linda Marinello, Dr. Colette Catalino, Officer Sean Donlon, and the cleaning crew. Romina would also 
like to remember one of the most inspiring, beautiful, and caring classmates, Bailey Walterscheid. 

“Congratulations family! We made it!” 

Mehak Baig, D2022 

Romina Aznavaleh, D2022 
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Maxwell was born and raised in Northern Virginia. He earned a B.S. in Chemistry from the 
University of Virginia in 2015 and an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Eastern Virginia 
Medical School in 2017. During his few years between undergrad and dental school, 
Maxwell worked as a surgical assistant at an oral surgeon’s office in Virginia. This time 
working spiked his interest in dentistry. 

While at Tufts, Maxwell worked as a Fixed Prosthodontics teaching assistant during his 
third and fourth years and found helping the underclassmen to be a rewarding experience. 
He also worked in a private practice in Boston run by his faculty to gain additional 
experience outside of school. Maxwell is incredibly grateful for the education and 
opportunities that Tufts gave him and would like to thank the entire faculty and staff for 
their commitment to dental education. He would especially like to extend appreciation to a 
long list of faculty who helped shape his clinical skills. He is thankful for Drs. Gerard Kugel, 
Flaviano DiFalco, Marcelo Suzuki, and Nopsaran Chaimattayompol in preclin; his Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, and Rebekah Boral; as well as Drs. 
Robert Gyurko, Ali Muftu, Britta Magnuson, David Bardwell, Ronald Davitt, Aram Mirigian, 
Linda Marinello, Sheldon Yunes, Peter Arsenault, Mirian Belussi, James Theodore, Yo-Wei 
Chen, Thaisa Bordin, Mariam Margvelashvili, and Hugo Campos. It is the sum of their 
shared knowledge and wisdom that prepared Maxwell to begin his career in dentistry, and 
they are the foundation upon which he will continue to grow and learn. Maxwell is also 
thankful for Patti Casey; his DPA, Allyson; his dental assistant, Matilda; and the dispensary 
staff, Jackie, Ben, Ilya, and Dr. Ali, for their hard work to ensure that everyone was  

 successful in clinic.  

Above all else, Maxwell would like to thank his parents, Mary and Mark, and his sister, Melissa, for their love, sacrifice, and support to 
pursue his dream. He would also like to thank Dr. Huy Trinh and his best friend, Dr. Jacob Fant, for always supporting him before and 
during dental school. Maxwell is also thankful for the meaningful lifelong friendships he has built over the past four years. Lastly, 
Maxwell would like to thank his girlfriend, Yelena Vynar, for her unconditional love, support, consistent positive encouragement, and 
always challenging him to be the best that he can be.  

Following graduation, Maxwell plans to move to North Carolina to practice general dentistry. 

Elizabeth grew up in Conway, Arkansas. She attended Baylor University, where she got her 
Bachelor of Education in Health Professions with a minor in Business Administration. 
Elizabeth went on to receive her Master of Biomedical Sciences degree from Mississippi 
College before attending Tufts for dental school.  

During her time at Tufts, Elizabeth participated in many clubs including the Christian 
Medical Dental Association, American Association for Women Dentists, Special Smiles, 
Tufts Aesthetics Society, Tufts Practice Management Club, and the American Academy for 
Pediatric Dentistry. Her time at Tufts also solidified her love for teaching. Elizabeth was a 
CPR instructor, an Admissions Ambassador, and was a teaching assistant for many classes 
including Clinical Anatomy, Dental Anatomy, Operative 1 and 2, and Radiology. Elizabeth 
also tutored students online in gross anatomy, dental anatomy, and anesthesiology.  

After graduation, Elizabeth plans to come back to her hometown in Arkansas and practice 
general dentistry with her dad. 

Elizabeth would like to thank all her didactic, pre-clinical, and clinical instructors, 
especially her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. Denisa Stasa, and Dr. Karen 
Wallach, for their mentorship. She would also like to especially thank dispensary staff 
member, Lindita; radiology staff, Anita and Emily; DPAs, Jackie and Tommy; and Caitlin Lu 
for all of their help in answering her questions and keeping her smiling through dental 
school. She would also like to thank her family and her boyfriend for their relentless 
support and prayers. Lastly, Elizabeth would like to thank the amazing friends that she 

 made in dental school. She could not have made it here without them.  

Maxwell Baran, D2022 

Elizabeth Banister, D2022 
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Anika was born and raised in Orlando, FL. She graduated from the University of Miami in 
2018 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and Economics with a minor in 
Chemistry and Psychology. She then matriculated at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine with the Class of 2022. 

During her time at Tufts, Anika was a member of the American Association for Women 
Dentists, Practice Management Club, and South Asian Medical Dental Association. She was 
a teaching assistant for the Periodontology II and Endodontics lab courses as well as an 
Admissions Ambassador. Additionally, she worked as a COVID-19 vaccination specialist at 
the Hynes Convention Center in Boston. As a fourth-year dental student, Anika had the 
opportunity to work as an extern at the Winslow Indian Health Care Center in Winslow, AZ 
where she provided dental care to the residents of the Navajo nation for five weeks. Anika 
also received recognition on the Dean’s List during her second, third, and fourth years of 
dental school.  

Anika is extremely thankful for her parents, Manmohan and Aditi Batta, along with her 
younger sister, Mehak Batta, for their unconditional love and support throughout these 
past four years. In addition, Anika would like to thank all of her cousins and extended 
family for their words of encouragement and advice throughout dental school. She gives a 
special shoutout to her cousin, Ankur Bhambri, and dadima for moving to Boston right 
when she did and being her home away from home. Anika would like to thank all the 
faculty that contributed to her education here, especially the Exeter PCs, Dr. Alan Epstein, 
Dr. Mark Caddell, Dr. Mary Karish-Dodge, and Dr. Thaisa Bordin. Lastly, Anika would like to  

 express her gratitude to the dispensary staff and the fourth-floor clinic DPAs. 

Anika would also like to thank her childhood and college friends for always believing in her. Above all, Anika is grateful to Tufts for the 
close friends she was able to make during these past four years, and she will always cherish the memories she made with them.  

Following graduation, Anika will begin an AEGD Residency Program at the Orlando VA Medical Center. Her goal is to work at a private 
practice and continue fixing smiles.  

As a young child, Hannan’s earliest memory was pretending to wear a white coat like a 
doctor. As she grew older, she also grew to understand what that commitment truly meant 
and the education it would entail. After recognizing the vital importance of dentistry in 
society, she was motivated to become a dentist one day. She finished her B.D.S. in 2011 
from Sapporo Dental College and Hospital in Dhaka, Bangladesh, where she born and 
raised. She moved to the U.S. with her family in 2009 in the middle of dental school and 
returned to Bangladesh to finish her degree. After finishing her dental school in 
Bangladesh, she moved to New York in 2011.  

Hannan joined Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in January 2020 as a member of 
the International Class of 2022. At Tufts she was recognized on the Dean’s List twice for her 
outstanding GPA. She like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry, Director of the International Student 
Program, for showing trust in her. She would also like to thank all her PCs and the faculty 
who provided a tremendous amount of support, knowledge, and skills. She is grateful to 
all her DPAs, DAs, and the dispensary personnel for their hard work and kindness.  

Hannan’s immediate plan after graduation is to work as a general dentist in Boston, 
Massachusetts. In the future, she would like to have her own dental clinic. 

Anika Batta, D2022 

Hannan Basher, DI2022 
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Kelsey, the youngest child of Thomas and Barbara Bjornson, was born in Boston, MA and 
spent the first year of her life on Martha’s Vineyard before her family relocated to Carlisle, 
Massachusetts. In 2017, Kelsey graduated summa cum laude from Auburn University in 
Alabama, where she earned her bachelor’s degree in Biomedical Sciences (War Eagle!). 
Before entering dental school in 2018, Kelsey worked in a local dental office as a full-time 
assistant office manager and as a part time horseback riding instructor at a therapeutic 
riding center for people with disabilities.  

While at TUSDM, Kelsey focused diligently on her studies but remained involved in various 
extracurricular clubs and activities. Kelsey was an active member of both Special Smiles 
and AAWD, and she served as one of the social chairs for her D22 class. Kelsey obtained 
both her Dental Assisting and Dental Hygiene licenses while a student at TUSDM and has 
spent time outside of school working in several dental practices around the greater Boston 
area. Kelsey has continued to pursue her passion in working with adults and children with 
special needs and treats this unique patient population on a weekly basis as a dental 
hygienist. Kelsey was also a recipient of the Altus Dental & Chewsi Endowed Scholarship. 

Following graduation, Kelsey will continue her education at Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine in the one-year general practice residency program to build a greater 
foundation for managing patients with special needs. Upon completion of the program, 
Kelsey plans to practice general dentistry alongside her father at his private practice 
outside of Boston.  

Looking back at her experience at TUSDM, Kelsey speaks most fondly of the relationships she built with her classmates, faculty, and 
patients. She wants to thank everyone on the third floor for making her clinical experience so enjoyable, especially everyone in her 
Charlestown Group Practice. Kelsey is very grateful for all of the support that she received from her PCs, DPAs, clinical assistants, 
dispensary staff, and clinical professors, and wants to acknowledge that they are what made her day-to-day clinical experiences so 
enjoyable. Additionally, Kelsey wants to thank the D22 E-Board and all her classmates for their support, motivation, and love throughout 
these past four years. Between the intensive didactic curriculum, the stress and unknowns of COVID, and the challenges of clinic, her 
class has shown an unwavering amount of support and community, and Kelsey could not feel luckier to graduate alongside such an 
amazing group. Lastly, Kelsey wants to recognize that she would not be where she is today if it was not for the unconditional love and 
support from her mom, dad, and two older brothers. More specifically, she wants to thank her father, Dr. Tom Bjornson, for all the time he 
has dedicated to helping her and her class, both in the lab and clinic. Overall, Kelsey is extremely thankful for the team that has had her 
back over the past four years and cannot wait for what lies ahead of the D2022 Class! 

Yadelie was raised in Palm Beach, Florida and later moved to the beautiful Miami, Florida 
for high school. She earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Exercise Science with a 
minor in Biology and Chemistry in 2015 from Florida State University. Following 
graduation, she worked in the field of dermatology as a clinical assistant. In 2016, Yadelie 
matriculated into a master’s program at Mississippi College, earning a degree in Medical 
Science. There she took on challenging courses such as Human Anatomy, Neuroanatomy, 
and Histology. She credits her rigorous education at Mississippi College for her success at 
TUSDM. 

While at Tufts, Yadelie was a member of the Student National Dental Association (SNDA). 
Through SNDA, she was a part of Impressions Day and the Increasing Diversity in Dentistry 
(I.D.I.D.) symposium. Additionally, Yadelie was a member of the Tufts Dental Aesthetics 
Society, Endodontic Society, Academy of Sports Dentistry; served as a class liaison for 
Neuroscience; and was an Admissions Ambassador. Yadelie also worked as a teaching 
assistant for the Operative and Endodontic courses and received the Thomas B. Hunt 
Scholarship. She launched her first business, Seventeenth & Bliss, during the pandemic as 
a method to promote self-care and wellness in such unprecedented times. It has brought 
joy to so many people, and she is incredibly proud of the responses she has received.  

Yadelie is grateful to God for His guidance and blessings, and she references Psalm 23 as a 
reminder to be steadfast in her pursuit. Her journey has not been without its trials, but her 
family and friends have been her place of refuge. She thanks her grandmother, Marie 
Leonie Benjamin, and her aunts, Marie Ange Beauvil and Dilia Marie Benjamin, for their  

 love and support.  

Yadelie gives special thanks and consideration to Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, E. Leo Whitworth Jr., and Robert Kasberg for making her 
transition into dental school seamless. She would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and Mary 
Karish-Dodge, for their unwavering support and guidance in the best group practice at Tufts, group Exeter. Additionally, she would like to 
thank Drs. Francois Fisselier, Ali Muftu, and Gustavo Mahn, for their patience and help with prosthodontics procedures.  

Upon graduation, Yadelie plans to work as a general dentist in Sunrise, Florida. 

Kelsey Bjornson, D2022 

Yadelie Beauvil, D2022 
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Dr. Bordin was born and raised in Brazil. She received her dental degree (D.D.S.) from the 
Western Parana State University in Cascavel, Brazil in 2011. Following graduation, she 
completed her specialty Certificate in Prosthodontics, Master of Science in Dentistry, and 
Doctor of Philosophy in Dental Sciences Program at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio 
Grande do Sul in Porto Alegre, Brazil. Dr. Bordin was awarded with scholarships during her 
M.Sc. and Ph.D., which allowed her to become a visiting student for a year in the 
Postgraduate Prosthodontics Program at TUSDM. She also worked in private practice for 
about four years before moving to the United States. 

Dr. Bordin is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Prosthodontics at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM), teaching and training predoctoral dental students in 
preclinic and clinic. In addition, she is a faculty member of the American Academy of 
Implant Dentistry Boston MaxiCourse. 

As an enthusiastic and dedicated faculty at TUSDM, Dr. Bordin’s efforts have been 
recognized in 2018 with the ADEA Emerging Academic Leaders Program, 2019 AAL 
Advancement of Women Faculty in Clinical Professions Scholarship to attend Institute for 
Teaching and Learning Program and 2020 TUSDM Tree Fund to attend a professional 
development program for academic leaders in health care from the Harvard Macy Institute. 

Dr. Bordin is a member of the American Dental Education Association (ADEA), where she 
currently serves as chair of the ADEA Special Interest Group (SIG) Career Development for 
New Dental Educators. Locally, she serves as Faculty Co-Advisor of the TUSDM ADEA 
Chapter and faculty mentor of the ADEA Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program in 
addition to mentoring masters and predoctoral dental students in educational and clinical 

research projects. She is also author and co-author of scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals and book chapters and continues 
conducting educational and clinical research on different topics, including dental implants, dental prostheses, dental materials, and 
dental technologies.  

Dr. Bordin is very grateful to the TUSDM community for welcoming her as a visiting student and then as a faculty member. She is honored 
to be part of this outstanding institution and work with such dedicated individuals. Dr. Bordin gives special thanks to Dr. Panos 
Papaspyridakos, Dr. Yong Jeong Kim, Dr. Kiho Kang, and especially Dr. Hans-Peter Weber for believing in her and kindly receiving her at 
TUSDM. Dr. Bordin would like to express her sincere gratitude to Dean Nadeem Karimbux, Executive Associate Dean Mark Gonthier, Dr. 
Robert Kasberg, Dr. Wael Att, Dr. Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, and Dr. Dongwoo Park for their leadership, guidance, 
and continued support. Dr. Bordin also would like to thank all faculty colleagues, staff, and all students that she had the opportunity to 
work with. For Dr. Bordin, what makes TUSDM so special is the people. Finally, Dr. Bordin would like to thank her family, Tania, Wilson, 
Luiz Gustavo, Leticia, Giulia, and Fabricio for their endless love and selfless support throughout her journey.  

Following graduation, Dr. Bordin plans to continue her academic career at Tufts Dental School combined with part-time private practice in 
the greater Boston area. 

Daniel was born and raised in the great state of New Jersey. He graduated from Rutgers 
University with his Bachelor of Science in Public Health in 2014 and with his Master of 
Biomedical Science in 2017. 

Those feats as well as many more in his life would not have been possible with the favor 
and grace of God who has carried him through his journey. God blessed him with two 
amazing parents, Emmanuel and Agnes, who have raised him into the man he is today. 
Daniel was also blessed with many siblings who looked after him throughout his life, 
including his sister, Juliana, who truly paved the way for him in many aspects. Without the 
support of his family, it is hard to see how Daniel would have made it this far. 

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Daniel served as president for the 
Student National Dental Association, teaching assistant in both the Exeter and Radiology 
Clinics, and a Tisch Summer Fellow for the Zambia Health Project. He was also a recipient 
of the Karen and Peter Regas Term Scholarship.

Daniel would like to give a special “thank you” to Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. 
Robert Kasberg who opened the door for him to attend TUSDM and earn his degree. He 
would also like to thank his Exeter Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Mary Karish-
Dodge, and Alan Epstein, who guided and challenged him to become a better clinician. He 
would like to thank all the clinical professors, radiology staff, DPAs, dispensary staff, and 
front desk staff who facilitated in every way the past four years at TUSDM.  

Of course, where would Daniel be today without the support of his childhood friends, his 
 classmates, and his dog, King. He is eternally grateful to them all.  

 After graduation Daniel will be completing his residency in pediatric dentistry in  
 Providence, Rhode Island.  

Dr. Thaisa Bordin, DI Faculty 2022

Daniel Boateng, D2022 
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Miroslava was born in Sofia, Bulgaria and moved to the US when she was just three years 
old. She spent most of childhood in Sarasota, Florida. Miroslava earned her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biomedical Sciences with a minor in Public Health at the University of 
South Florida, where she was vice president of the Pre-Dental Society and Operation Smile. 
She knew that she wanted to become a dentist since she was in fourth grade and was very 
involved in the dental community. Before applying to dental school, she worked as a dental 
assistant at Lake Park Dental in Lutz, Florida. That year of experience and working chairside 
with doctors confirmed that she had chosen the right profession. She realized she had true 
passion for dentistry was a doctor, artist, and engineer to promote oral health.  

Miroslava is forever grateful for her support system: her fiancé, Nikolay; brother, Deyvid; 
parents; in-laws; close friends; and most importantly, Charlie, her first dog that she 
adopted while in dental school. He is always by her side studying, and he is her therapy. 
She is also extremely thankful for the friends she made in Boston and is looking forward to 
life-long friendships once they graduate. While Miroslava is looking to move back to Florida 
to be surrounded by her support system, she truly enjoyed Boston and New England. She 
took advantage of the beautiful nature and went on many hikes, ski trips, and adventures. 
Her favorite season is definitely autumn.  

Finally, Miroslava would like to thank the TUSDM family for the opportunity to become a 
dentist. Although she will never stop learning, she is forever grateful for the knowledge 
shared with her by clinical faculty. During her time at Tufts, she was involved with many 
clubs, including the Implant Club, Esthetic Club, and Practice Management Club.    

 After graduation, Miroslava looks forward to practicing back in her hometown in Sarasota,  
 FL. She is proud to be the first doctor in the family and would like to dedicate her Doctor of  
 Dental Medicine degree to her parents.  

Kelly was born and raised in Massachusetts. She earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Chemistry and Bachelor of Art degree in Spanish with a minor in Biochemistry from 
Worcester State University in 2016. She then received her Master of Biomedical Sciences 
degree with a concentration in Oral Biology from Rutgers University in 2018.  

Before pursuing her career in dentistry, Kelly worked in a dental office from the age of 16 
performing multiple different jobs, but most importantly, she worked as a dental assistant, 
where she found her passion for promoting oral health. She was humbled by her 
acceptance to her dream dental school in her home state. Her most memorable experience 
was the externship program, through which she provided dental care for five weeks in 
Lynn, Massachusetts to an underserved community and primarily the Spanish-speaking 
community. During her fourth year, she was selected to be a teaching assistant in Group 
Practice Back Bay. Kelly was also a recipient of the Garly Q., J75 and Willim B. Chan, D75A, 
DG82, DIOP, DG13P, DG13P Term Scholarship.

As a first-generation dentist, she is especially grateful for her mother, Janice Conroy, for 
sparking her interest at a young age, being her biggest cheerleader, doing everything in 
her power so that Kelly could achieve her goal, and for her immense unconditional love. 
Kelly would also like to thank her father, Gary Bosselman; her stepfather, Kevin Conroy; 
her sister, Elizabeth Conroy; her brothers, Kevin Conroy and Robert Bosselman; the rest of 
her entire family; and the Gingras/Bliss family for the constant support and words of 
encouragement. She would particularly like to thank her boyfriend, Alexander Bliss. 
Without his constant motivation, endless patience, and optimism, this would have never 

 been possible. 

Finally, Kelly would like to thank the entire Tufts faculty who helped her succeed through these past four years. She feels incredibly lucky 
to have worked and learned from the entire Back Bay faculty including Drs. Maria Torres, Olympia Karacosta, Merelyn Hong, David Leader, 
Eduardo Olegario, Stephany Cordero, James Theodore, Miriam Margvelashvili-Malament, Francois Fisselier, Dongwoo Park, Thaisa 
Bordin, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Gustavo Mahn, Robert Mandell, and Aidee Herman. She would also like to express her gratitude to 
Alyx Ortiz, Caitlin Lu, Tommy Rivera, Valerie Distefano, Jackie Kulas, and Lindita Kurbini for making her life as a student a little bit easier 
and for being the most attentive and helpful second floor staff. Last but not least, she would like to thank the life-long friends she has 
made in the “Breakfast Club’’ and especially for “Flossy Posse,” Mallory Vukovic, Nikita Santhanakrishnan, and Alexa Kilichowski. 

After dental school, Kelly is excited to be an associate general dentist at an office in Massachusetts. 

Miroslava Bounardjieva, D2022 

Kelly Gwen Bosselman, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  25

.

Miranda Boynton grew up in Duxbury, Massachusetts. She graduated from Providence 
College in 2018 with a B.A. degree in Biology with a Certificate in Neuroscience and a focus 
in Psychology and Philosophy. In college, she was a Division 1 track athlete and was 
involved in clubs on campus including Active Minds, a group of students that strive to 
change the perception about mental health on college campuses.  

ed in the footsteps of her grandfather, Harold Boynton D52, and father, Matthew Boynton 
D88, to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. She enjoys many different bodywork 
classes such as barre, pilates, and the Gyrotechnic Method®, especially with her mother, 
Suzanne Boynton. She also enjoys spending quality time with her friends, family, and 
boyfriend; traveling; and photography. Miranda volunteers with the the Magical Moon 
Foundation, Friends of Jaclyn Foundation, and the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. She 
has spent much of her free time working and learning with her sister, Stacia Boynton, who 
also worked and or volunteered for these foundations over the years and is now a mental 
health counselor specializing in expressive arts therapy for children. Miranda is following 
her long-time passion of working with children by joining the Tufts Pediatric Dental 
Residency Program this July.

Rachel was born and raised in West Palm Beach, Florida. She earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology from the University of Florida. During that time, she volunteered and was 
a research assistant for UF’s orthodontic clinic. Outside of school, she taught at an 
elementary school, special needs school, and a math tutoring center. It was through these 
experiences that she discovered her passion for teaching. From there, Rachel joined a 
dental organization that visited elementary and middle schools in underserved areas to 
teach the importance of oral health. 

After graduation, Rachel plans to go back to South Florida for a couple years to practice. 
Once Rachel has more experience under her belt, she would like to start teaching at a 
dental school. While enrolled at Tufts, Rachel was a recipient of the American Academy of 
Dental Science Scholarship.

Rachel would like to thank the entire third floor, specifically Group Practice Dorchester, for 
such an unforgettable clinic experience. Rachel would also like to thank her friends, family, 
and, most importantly, her father for the never-ending love and support. 

Miranda Boynton, D2022 

Rachel Boutros, D2022 
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Renato was born in Mexico and grew up in Riverdale, California. He attended the University 
of California, Merced for his undergraduate education and graduated with a B.S. in Human 
Biology. While attending his undergrad, Renato held several leadership roles in multiple 
organizations including UNICEF, Best Buddies, and Project Smile. Renato obtained a 
Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences at Mississippi College. 

During his time at Tufts, Renato dedicated himself to giving back to the community by 
becoming the Vice President of the Hispanic Dental Association. Additionally, Renato 
invested much of his time and effort in clinic at school. Most of his focus was to gain as 
much clinical experience while volunteering during his free time. Renato was also honored 
on the Dean’s List for his academic achievements and received the General Dental 
Scholarship. His learning experience would not have been possible without the support of 
the Practice Coordinators and fourth floor faculty and staff. He would like to personally 
thank Drs. Ilenia Gonzalez, Paul Trombly, and Frank DeCaro, as well as many others he 
worked with during his time at Tufts. 

Most importantly, Renato would also like to thank his family for their unconditional love 
and support throughout his journey in dental school. Lastly, Renato would like to thank his 
dental school friends and classmates. 

After graduation, Renato will continue his journey working at a private practice. 

Hunter grew up in Tallahassee, Florida and graduated with a B.S. degree in Biology from 
Florida State University in 2015. While working as a dental assistant in a private 
endodontic practice from 2015 to 2016, Hunter also earned a M.S. degree in Biomedical 
Sciences from Mississippi College. In 2017, he was very grateful to gain admission into 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine to pursue his dream of earning a D.M.D. degree 
from such a prestigious dental school. 

While at Tufts, Hunter had the opportunity to be a student teaching assistant in the Back  
Bay Group Practice, Clinical Anatomy, Operative Dentistry, and Removable Prosthodontics 
courses. He found helping underclassmen to be a very rewarding experience. He also 
worked at Tufts to complete a cadaver-based dissection guide and taught CPR to TUSDM 
members. Hunter also volunteered time inside and outside of school through serving as a 
member on Smile Share Care, Give Kids A Smile, and Comparative Anatomy Exchange. 
Hunter was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed 
Scholarship.

During the past four years, Hunter received guidance and invaluable mentorship from  
numerous faculty and staff. He would like to thank all his professors and Practice 
Coordinators, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Maria Torres, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, 
and Dr. Merelyn Hong, for all their professional knowledge, wisdom, guidance, and 
patience throughout his clinical learning experience. Hunter would also like to 
acknowledge Dr. Paul Kwan, Dr. Krista Johansen, and all other anatomy faculty for their 
mentorship and guidance. 

Hunter would like to thank his parents, Tom and Kathy Brantley; his brother, Garrett; as well as his extended family for their love and 
support throughout his entire life. Without them, he would not be who he is today, and his dream of becoming a dentist would still be just 
a dream. Hunter would also like to thank his friends, both before and during dental school. It is because of them he was able to smile, 
laugh, and stay grounded through even the most stressful of times.  

After graduation, Hunter plans to work as a dental associate in private practice in Tallahassee, FL. 

Renato U Bravo, D2022 

Hunter Brantley, D2022 
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Brandon grew up in Oconomowoc, WI. He was first inspired to pursue a career in dentistry 
by his local dentist, Dr. Tim Williamson. Brandon graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin, receiving a B.S. in Biochemistry and minor in Studio Art with an emphasis in 
photography. Prior to beginning dental school at Tufts, Brandon worked as a research 
assistant at the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry. During his time there, he aided in 
multiple clinical guideline publications. 

Throughout his time at Tufts, Brandon was able to be an active member in his school and 
local communities. He was a teaching assistant in the preclinical prosthodontic course and 
a recipient of the Hunter-Gould Family Scholarship. As an extern, Brandon was able to 
provide care as a student dentist at the Cape Cod Community Health Center in Mashpee, 
MA. He also spent time volunteering at the Lake Area Free Dental Clinic in Southeastern 
Wisconsin early in the pandemic. Brandon was also selected to run the 126th annual 
Boston Marathon as a member of the Tufts Marathon Team.  

Brandon would like to thank all the faculty and staff from the second floor. He is forever 
grateful for the countless lessons and wisdom he gained from his Practice Coordinators, 
Drs. Armond Enos, Merelyn Hong, Olympia Karacosta, David Leader, and Maria Torres. He 
would also like to thank Valerie DeStefano, Jacqueline Kulas, Caitlin Lu, and Tommy Rivera 
from the front desk, as well as Lindita Kurbini from the dispensary for all their help and 
support.  

Brandon would like to acknowledge that none of his accomplishments would have been 
  possible without the love and support of his parents, Lee and Robin Buchholtz, and  
 girlfriend, Kylee Mosehart.  

 Following graduation, Brandon will return to southeastern Wisconsin to work as an  
 associate at a private practice.  

If you met Lourdes at the age of six and asked her what she wanted to be when she grew 
up, she would immediately shout, “A dentist!”  

Lourdes was born and raised in Haiti where she lived for 19 years before moving to the 
United States. Fluent in four languages, she immediately attended college and started 
working on her dream of becoming a dentist.  

Lourdes earned a Bachelor of Science at the University of Florida in 2015, followed by a 
Master’s in Biomedical Science in 2017 at Barry University. She graduated from both 
schools magna cum laude. In 2018, she gained admission into Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine. At Tufts, Lourdes was a recipient of the Dr. Ann M. Sagalyn, D79 and 
Suzanne Rothenberg, D41 Endowed Scholarship. Throughout her journey, one of her most 
memorable experiences was a global service-learning trip to Peru where she assisted 
dentists in providing oral health care to rural communities. Chairside, her role was to assist 
the dentist in performing procedures that immediately provided relief. When she was not 
assisting, her role was to provide oral health education to children, who could then pass on 
this knowledge to both their parents and future generations. This experience reinforced 
her belief that education has a powerful impact on our lives and convinced her that it is 
imperative for those working in medicine to conduct more public outreach. Lourdes plans 
to continue her mission of giving back throughout her career and hopes to one day create 
an outreach program that will make a difference around the world. 

Just like that, the simple dream of a little girl from Haiti has become a reality. It was not 
achieved with luck, but pure determination and support from the people she looks up to. Lourdes would like to thank God firstly for 
allowing her to complete her journey; her family for their unconditional love throughout this process; her childhood friends; and lastly, 
her Tufts friends for all their support. “It will have been IMPOSSIBLE without all of you.” She would like to thank the entire Tufts faculty 
and staff for their patience, wisdom, and commitment to her dental education. She would particularly like to thank Associate Dean Robert 
Kasberg, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, DPAs, clinic assistants, the dispensary staff, the radiology team, the housekeeping staff, and Patti 
Casey. She would like to also thank the faculty who made her day-to-day clinic experience possible, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Aidee Herman, 
Dr. Maha Qari, Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Dr. Gustavo Mahn, Dr. Vincent Basha, Dr. Vasiliki Tsakalelli, Dr. 
Rocio Saavedra, and Dr. Mirian Belussi. Lastly, she thanks her PCs, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, for every 
moment they took to correct her or point something out and for every valuable lesson. 

Lourdes will be continuing her education through an AEGD with NYU Langone in Miami. 

Brandon Buchholtz, D2022 

Lourdes Brizard, D2022 
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Neal grew up in the central valley of California in the small town of Oakdale.  It was there he 
attended his primary education. During his childhood, he spent much of his time pursuing 
competitive water polo and freestyle skiing, ultimately qualifying for two U.S. National 
Championships in halfpipe skiing.  

Upon graduation from Oakdale High School, he went on to attend California Lutheran 
University, earning a B.S. in Biology. In college, Neal solidified his desire to pursue 
dentistry after working in his father’s oral and maxillofacial surgery practice and 
volunteering with the California Dental Association community outreach clinics. Neal then 
went on to receive an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in South Florida 
and ultimately was accepted to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. 

While at TUSDM, Neal was actively involved in several of the student organizations, 
including the Practice Management Club, Delta Sigma Delta, Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 
Club, and the Sharewood Project. He also held roles as a TA for Operative Dentistry and 
worked as a Clinic Liaison. Neal earned recognition on the Dean’s List each year and was 
awarded the Merit Scholarship. He was also a recipient of the Dr. James E. Royer, D78, 
Endowed Scholarship.

He would like to thank his Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. Denisa 
Stasa, Dr. Karen Wallach, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, for their time, 
effort and guidance in clinic. He would also like to thank Dr. Steven Rubin for his 
mentorship and support, especially in his pursuit of post graduate education in oral and 

 maxillofacial surgery. 

Finally, Neal would like to thank his parents, Dr. Michael Cadra and Mrs. Sandy Cadra; his sister, Meredith; his brother, Dr. Erik Cadra, 
D20; and all his friends for their continued love and support. Neal would like to especially thank his wife, Morgan, for her willingness to 
move across the country in support of his education and her continued motivation for their future endeavors.  

After graduation, Neal will attend the University of Tennessee Medical Center – Knoxville for an Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Non-
Categorical Internship. 

Molly was raised in Avon, CT. She graduated cum laude from Loyola University Maryland 
with a Bachelor of Science in Biology in 2014. A true New Englander at heart, she chose 
TUSDM to pursue her Doctor of Dental Medicine degree. 

While at Tufts, Molly regularly volunteered at the Lee Elementary School in Dorchester and 
Project Bridge Over Troubled Waters clinic in Downtown Boston. Through Tufts, she also 
had the privilege of attending two externships, one at the Winslow Indian Healthcare 
Center in Winslow, AZ, and the other at DotHouse Health in Dorchester, MA. These 
experiences were eye-opening to the realities of dental care for underserved populations 
and also informative with respect to innovative procedures the dental field can offer. She 
will cherish these experiences for a lifetime. 

Molly is grateful for her clinical experience in Group Practice Atlantic. She thanks all her 
Practice Coordinators, especially Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. Denisa Stasa, and Dr. Karen Wallach, 
for challenging her to improve her skills. She extends her thanks to Dr. Hugo Campos, Dr. 
Ronald Davitt, Dr. Robert Gyurko, Dr. Erica Kleinbaum, Dr. Ronald Perry, Dr. Dara Rogers, 
Dr. Rocio Saavedra, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Huda Stipho, and Dr. Marcelo Suzuki for their 
continued support in her education and for always bringing a positive energy to One 
Kneeland Street. She would also like to thank her DPAs, Caitlin Lu, Jackie Kulas, and 
Tommy Rivera, for their warm presence, and all their behind-the-scenes help. She also 
thanks the clinical materials and dispensary staff - the glue that holds the clinics together - 
especially Paula Callahan and Lindita Kurbini.

Molly also thanks the IS22 class and her new friends in GP Atlantic for helping her get through this stressful time and finally cross the 
finish line. 

Above all, Molly would like to thank her parents for their never-ending support. She would also like to thank her partner, Derek, for his 
love and support and keen ability to pretend to understand what she did at the end of each day. 

After graduation, Molly will be working as a general dentist in Massachusetts.

Neal M. Cadra, D2022 

Molly Burnett, D2022
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Jamie was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii. Blessed to be raised in diverse culture, she 
loved dancing Hula and Tahitian from the age of six to express herself through dance and 
the arts. She particularly loved the intricacy of being able to express a story through her 
hands and in her movement and would one day want to create and work with her hands in 
a career. From a young age, Jamie was also surrounded by many dentists in her family who 
led her to consider pursuing dentistry herself one day. She attended Johns Hopkins 
University, where she received a B.S. in Behavioral Biology with a minor in Psychology. 

Jamie would like to thank her parents, Kyong and Keith; her sisters, Jennifer and Karen; her 
brother-in-law, Chae; and her niece and nephew, Alexa and Asher, for their unconditional 
love and support during the four years of dental school. She would also like to thank her 
husband, Alex, for his unwavering belief in being able to achieve her dreams of becoming a 
dentist and supporting her at every step of the way. Jamie would also like to thank all the 
preclinical and clinical faculty and staff for their mentorship and guidance throughout her 
journey in dental school. She extends her deepest gratitude to the Dorchester Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos, and Rebekah Boral, for their 
guidance, support, and mentorship.  

Upon graduation, Jamie plans to stay in Massachusetts as a general practitioner.  

Samantha grew up in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, and graduated from the University of 
Michigan in 2015. She then earned an M.S. degree in Medical Sciences from Wayne State 
University in 2018.  

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Sam was an active member of the 
Student Wellness Advising Committee, Massachusetts Dental Society, as well as serving as 
a social chair for the class of 2022. In all positions, she thoroughly enjoyed organizing 
events that helped students focus on their health and well-roundedness.  

Sam is especially grateful to her wonderful family: her mother, Susan; her father, Tony; her 
sister, Nicolette; her brother, Anthony; her fiancé, Robbie; her future mother-in-law, Cindy; 
and her future father-in-law, Rob. She would not be as healthy, accomplished, and ready 
for her career if it were not for all their support. Friends in Boston and Michigan have given 
Sam perpetual encouragement and so many memorable times exploring New England 
mountains and beaches. 

Sam would also like to express her greatest appreciation to the Tufts family that helped her 
grow professionally and personally over the past four years. Sam would like to thank the 
front desk staff, dispensary staff, radiology staff, and Snaggs Gendron for making her 
smile every day at school. Specifically, Sam would like to thank Dr. Maria Torres, Dr. David 
Leader, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Dr. Gustavo Mahn, 
Dr. Eduardo Olegario, and Dr. Dongwoo Park for teaching her to always strive for excellence 
as a clinician. 

 After graduation, Sam plans to work in private practice as a general dentist. 

Jamie Chan, D2022 

Samantha Capizzo, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  30

.

Gabriela was born and raised in Massachusetts. She grew up hearing about Tufts’ great 
legacy and is so honored to be a part of the D22 class. She received her B.S. degree in 
Biology from Providence College in Rhode Island where she graduated summa cum laude. 

While at Tufts, Gabriela was awarded Dean’s List recognition each year and was awarded a 
Merit Scholarship for her academic achievement. She also received the Dr. Martin P. Sachs 
Scholarship. For two years, she was involved with ADEA by serving on the Pre-Dental 
Committee and was on the board of the Tufts chapter of the American Association for 
Women Dentists. Throughout her dental school career, she worked as a private tutor to 
college students on a pre-dental and pre-medical track all over the country to help them 
with challenging prerequisite science courses. It was her passion to provide guidance and 
support to other students wanting to pursue their dreams of becoming health care 
providers. 

Gabriela would like to give a very special thanks to the Fairfield Group Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Frank DeCaro, Ilenia Gonzalez, and Paul Trombly, for their extraordinary 
mentorship and support. She has learned so much from their vast clinical knowledge, and 
because of that, she is prepared to give the best quality care to her future patients. She 
would also like to thank the late Dr. Flaviano DiFalco for all of his guidance during her 
preclinical years.  

Most of all, Gabriela is thankful for her friends and family, especially her parents, Magda 
and Sebastian, and sister, Adriana, for their endless support, love, and patience these past  

 four years. She dedicates her D.M.D. degree to them. 

 After graduation, Gabriela is looking forward to working as a general dentist in her home  
 state of Massachusetts. 

Duncan grew up in Montana and California. He graduated from Willamette University in 
Salem, OR in 2015 with a B.S. in Chemistry. He then earned his M.S. in Biological Sciences 
from Tufts University in 2018. At Tufts Dental, Duncan was a recipient of the Dr. Charles P. 
Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship.

Duncan would like to thank his family and friends for their support and encouragement 
throughout his education. In his final year at Tufts Dental, Duncan completed his clinical 
externship at Lynn Community Health Center in Lynn, MA. He would like to thank the entire 
staff there for helping him grow as a clinician. Duncan would also like to thank his 
girlfriend, soon-to-be Dr. Rachel Hudspeth, and their soft-coated wheaten terrier, Bear, for 
their unconditional love.  

Following graduation, Duncan plans to work in a community health clinic in Oroville, CA.  

Gabriela Chiaramida, D2022 

Duncan Chapple, D2022 
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Jacksyn’s dental journey began when she attended the University of Alabama, where she 
pursued dual degrees and graduated with a B.S. in Biology and a B.S. in Nutrition 
Sciences. She went on to earn an M.S. in Biology at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.  

While in dental school, Jacksyn pursued her passion for teaching and serving individuals 
with special health care needs and developmental disabilities. She explored 
extracurricular activities focused on academia, public health, and volunteering her time 
with different underserved populations in the Boston area. She was elected as the Tufts 
American Dental Education Association (ADEA) Class Representative for four years and the 
Tufts Special Smile Outreach and Community Service Chair for three years. She 
led many educational events and volunteer opportunities through these leadership 
positions. Jacksyn explored various teaching opportunities by working as a teaching 
assistant in didactic courses and her group practice clinic. Lastly, she was selected to 
serve as a Tisch Summer Fellow for the Boston Living Center during her final year.   

First and foremost, Jacksyn would like to thank her family, who has supported her 
throughout her journey to become a dentist. As the first dentist in her family, Jacksyn 
would like to dedicate her D.M.D. degree to her entire family, especially her parents, 
Jennifer and Andrew Clanton, and her brother, Noah Clanton. Most immensely, she would 
like to express her deepest gratitude to her wonderful husband, Michael Coppess, and her 
pandemic puppy, Izzy. She would not have made it through school without their constant 
love and support.   

Within TUSDM, Jacksyn would like to express her sincerest gratitude to her outstanding mentors, Dr. Gabriela Lagreca, Nancy Marks, Dr. 
Ronald Davitt, and Professor Kathryn Dolan, for giving her so much support and guidance during her time in school. She extends 
her appreciation to her amazing friends and Fairfield family, including her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Ilenia Gonzalez, Frank DeCaro, and 
Paul Trombly. She would also like to acknowledge all the faculty she learned from while at TUSDM, especially Drs. Mirian Belussi, Hugo 
Campos, Thaisa Bordin, Yo-Wei Chen, Christina Pastan, Ellen Patterson, Karin Arsenault, Joanne Falzone, and the late Flaviano DiFalco.   

Outside of TUSDM, Jacksyn would like to thank her best friends, Katie and Calvin Miller, for making Boston fun and memorable. Last but 
not least, she would like to show her appreciation to Dr. Richard Simpson, who inspired her and encouraged her early on in her journey to 
continue pursuing her passion for dentistry.   

After graduation, Jacksyn will be pursuing a one-year general practice residency at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

Sophia was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. She graduated from the University of the 
Pacific with a B.S. in Biology in 2014 and earned her M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from 
Rutgers University.   

While at Tufts, Sophia was actively involved in various clubs and community outreach. She 
also had the pleasure of serving as a teaching assistant for the Emergency Department. 
She was recognized for her academic achievements as a recipient of the 2018 and 2021 
Tufts Merit Scholarship and also received the Fiore Endowed Scholarship.  

Sophia would like to sincerely thank the dedicated faculty, administration, and staff who 
enriched her dental education and growth as a clinician and human being. She is 
especially thankful for her Group Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, 
Edward Fidrocki, Rebekah Boral, and Erick Gomez, for their patience and reassurance. 
Sophia would also like to thank her wonderful clinic educators, namely Drs. David Leader, 
Maria Avrampou, Ronald Davitt, Linda Marinello, and Colette Catalino, for sharing their 
wisdom. Of course, clinic could not be possible without Jackie Roman and Ilir Toci at the 
dispensary who were always putting a smile on her face; the lovely assistant, Matilda 
Bejko, who offered encouragement and genuine kindness; the positivity of Emily Fang in 
radiology; and Cristal Heredia’s humor.  

Most importantly, Sophia would not be where she is today without the unwavering support 
and sacrifice of her parents, Christina and Vincent, and brother, Jack. Finally, she is 
grateful for the lifelong friends she made at Tufts who provided never-ending laughter  

 and love.  

 Following graduation, Sophia will begin a General Practice Residency program at NYU  
 Langone Medical Center in Brooklyn, New York.  

Jacksyn Clanton, D2022 

Sophia Chou, D2022 
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Felicia is from Duxbury, MA and received a B.S. in Biology with a minor in French from 
Providence College in 2018. She would like to thank her parents, Kevin and Joanne Craffey, 
and her siblings, Nicholas and Juliet Craffey, for their love and support over the past four 
years. She would also like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr. Alberto 
Sarmiento, and Dr. Lorena Alex, for their guidance in clinic. After graduation, Felicia will be 
working as a general dentist in the Boston area.  

Robert was born and raised in Westchester, New York. Eventually, the family decided to 
move further north to Hopewell Junction. Robert spent most of his adolescent years outside 
enjoying the beauty of nature or inside crafting, painting, sewing, knitting, or constructing 
a new creative project. He loved to spend time with his cousins and friends in the summer 
months. During the colder months you could find him at the ice rink practicing various 
figure skating jumps and other technical elements. Figure skating is one of his true 
passions. As a student at John Jay Senior High School, Robert excelled in biology, history, 
and art. He played varsity hockey as a sophomore and eventually became captain of the 
team. He received a B.S. in neuroscience with a minor in education from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. At Tufts, Robert was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and 
Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

During his undergraduate career, Robert was the President of Academic Council, a tutor for 
organic chemistry, and the head teaching assistant for anatomy and physiology. After 
receiving his D.M.D., he will begin the postgraduate prosthodontic program at Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine for three years. Upon completion of the program, he 
hopes to obtain board certification in prosthodontics. Throughout his dental school career, 
he faced many challenges from studying in the cadaver lab to treating patients in the clinic. 
Nonetheless, he was able to face those challenges by tapping into his deepest emotions. 
Dental school taught him to be the best version of himself. To celebrate the victories and 
losses as painful as they may have been. He always puts his heart and soul into everything 
that he does, and he truly embodies the heart necessary to be a clinician. 

Robert could not have persevered without the help of others, especially Dr. Maha Qari, who touched his heart from their very first 
encounter; Dr. Amit Sachdeo, who inspired him to embrace his uniqueness; Dr. Pilar Sanchez, who spent countless hours working with 
him in the clinic inspiring him to pursue a prosthodontic career; Dr. Joanne Falzone for being a mentor and providing a loving support 
system; Dr. Rocio Saavedra for believing in his hard work ethic; and Dean Nadeem Karimbux for guiding him through school and always 
providing a helping hand. He also extends his thanks to his close friends and family for always believing in his vision, especially his 
mother for reminding him to never take his eyes off the prize, his father for always having his best interest, his loved ones who he lost 
along the way for always being with him in spirit, Aunt Sharon for being his number one fan, and his roommate, Ricky, from college who 
pushed him to achieve all of his goals. Robert is thankful for those who have shaped him into the clinician and person he is today. He is 
ready to move onto the next chapter of his life with an open mind and full heart. He wishes nothing but positive energy to surround all 
those graduating alongside him. He is ready for the future. He is dedicated. He is Rob. 

Felicia Craffey, D2022 

Robert Anthony Conca, D2022 
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Kristopher was born and raised in Hinesville, GA to Vincent and Delores Crawford. 
Kristopher received a B.S. in Chemistry from Morehouse College and attended Meharry 
Medical College’s Master of Health Sciences program. While at TUSDM, Kristopher served 
as the Vice President Elect for the Student National Dental Association chapter at Tufts and 
the Vice President shortly thereafter. Kristopher also continues to serve as an Admissions 
Ambassador and a teaching assistant at Tufts. He is also a recipient of the Paul R. 
L’Homme, D58 and Irene K. L’Homme Term Scholarship.

After graduation, Kristopher plans on practicing in Charlotte, North Carolina. Kristopher 
would like to thank Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. Robert Kasberg for their amazing 
guidance and support prior to and during his time at TUSDM. He would also like to thank 
Dr. David Paul, Dr. Lorena Alex, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. Denisa Stasa, and 
Dr. Peter Arsenault for their mentorship and support. 

Aaron proudly hails from Fayetteville, North Carolina. As the second eldest of four children 
raised in a military family, Aaron was afforded the opportunity to live throughout the 
country during his childhood. It was during his last two years of high school that his 
interest in the field of dentistry was first established, when he began volunteering at Moss 
Free Clinic in Fredericksburg, VA. It was there that he decided to devote his future in higher 
education to the pursuit of one day becoming a dentist. 

From 2010 to 2014, Aaron attended Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU), where he 
graduated with a B.S. in Biology and a minor in Chemistry, with a concentration in Pre-
Dentistry. While at VCU, Aaron balanced a challenging academic load while being a 
resident assistant for three years, a member of the pre-dental club, and a volunteer at the 
Southside Boys & Girls Club as a member of VCU’s AmeriCorps. Additionally, during his 
junior year, Aaron became a member of the Theta Rho Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
Inc., where he was the chapter’s historian, step-master, and ADP of the Spring 16 line. 
After completing his undergraduate studies, Aaron relocated to Miami, Florida where he 
acquired a master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences in 2018. In the fall of 2018, Aaron 
moved to Boston, Massachusetts and began his journey at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. 

Throughout his four years at TUSDM, Aaron managed to fly through the turbulence of 
losing loved ones, an ongoing pandemic, and a country in civil unrest under the guise of 
racial division. These things, along with the challenges of becoming a dentist, have tested 
Aaron in many ways; however, none have broken him. In addition to school, Aaron taught 

physics to local high school students in Boston for the past three years. While at TUSDM, Aaron gained lifelong friends and many 
colleagues who aided in his completion of his doctorate degree. Aaron is thankful for the opportunity and the doors God has opened for 
him through TUSDM. He is also grateful for the relationships he has gathered with people who continually make TUSDM go round, 
including Mrs. Lindita Kurbini, Senora Maria Tavares, Mr. Renald Joseph, Dr. Sarah Han White, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. Panagiotis Manetas, 
and Dr. Daniel Lee, who have all been instrumental to his sanity and success. This journey would be nothing without his friends and 
family around the world who have showered him with love, support, and encouragement.  

After graduation, Aaron plans to join the private practice of his dental mentor, Dr. Smith, in Columbia, South Carolina where he will be 
practicing general dentistry. Aaron believes that dentistry is a strong foundation to his calling in being a service to others and is looking 
forward to pursuing additional dreams and aspirations. 

Aaron Crittendon, D2022 

Kristopher Vincent Crawford, D2022 
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Jason hails from the tropical island of Barbados. In 2013, he migrated to the United States 
to pursue his undergraduate studies and obtained his Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry 
at Claflin University in 2017 as a member of the Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College.   

While at Claflin and TUSDM, Jason never wavered in his passion for mentorship and 
helping his peers. Since Jason’s first year, he was involved in countless community service 
projects and leadership events. 

Jason’s dental journey was unique in that he had to overcome many obstacles including 
repeating his first year and enduring the stress of limited finances to pay for school, but he 
did not let that deter him. He served as the liaison for courses including Dental Anatomy 
and Introduction to the Dental Patient II and III. Due to his love for academia and 
mentorship, he served on the Curriculum Committee; served as a teaching assistant in the 
Endodontics, Operative, and Fixed Prosthodontics preclinical courses; and as a fourth-year 
student, served as one of the Clinic Teaching Assistants in Group Practice Fairfield. 

Despite the ups and downs of his dental journey, Jason always kept grounded in his faith 
and gives glory and thanks to God for sustaining him. He expresses his deep gratitude to 
his parents, David and Bella-Marie Cummins, for not only loving him unconditionally but 
making countless sacrifices to help him reach his goals.   

Jason gives special thanks to Assistant Dean Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, who has been a 
constant help to him. He thanks her for going above and beyond to see him through to 
obtaining his D.M.D. degree. In addition, Jason would like to give a special “thank you” to 

Dr. Nicole Holland, Dr. Irina Dragan, and Professor Kathryn Dolan, who worked with him since his first year and constantly encouraged 
him to take advantage of his time at TUSDM. Jason expresses special gratitude to all the faculty and staff who worked with him to develop 
the necessary skills to become to dentist he is today.  

One of Jason’s biggest stresses was obtaining finances for school and without the help of Dean Huw Thomas, Associate Dean Robert 
Kasberg, Assistant Dean Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Executive Associate Dean Mark Gonthier, family, friends, mentors, classmates, well-
wishers, Pastor Roberts, and the People’s Baptist Church Community, he would not have been able to remain in the dental program. He is 
truly grateful for every prayer and monetary aid given to support him as it brought great relief to him and his family. A heartfelt thanks 
goes to Maria Batista and Dr. Alana Shields for their generosity and friendship. Jason gives a special shoutout to his friends for constantly 
being there for him, holding him accountable, and reminding him to take necessary breaks and to have fun. 

After graduation, Jason is excited to work as a dental associate in Augusta, Maine. 

West Virginia born but Arizona raised, James spent his early days surrounded by sunshine 
and family with frequent trips across the border to visit his extended family in Mexico. 
Although he didn’t know it yet, his abuelita imparted him with a lifelong love of cooking. 

James graduated from Arizona State University in 2015, receiving a B.S. in Biochemistry 
with a minor in American History. Before entering TUSDM, James served in the Peace Corps 
as a health educator in Cambodia from 2016 to 2018. It was here that James applied to 
dental school and his journey at Tufts began. During his education at Tufts, James 
completed the Health Literacy Intensive course, headed by Dr. Nicole Holland and Ms. 
Kathryn Dolan, under whose guidance James learned the importance of plain language-
based patient communication. As Community Service Officer for his class, James 
coordinated events with Community Servings, providing meals for medically complex 
patients in the greater Boston area. While working with the Global Health Student 
Association, James organized panels concerning dental work in underserved communities 
overseas. It was due to the tutelage of Dr. John Morgan and Ms. Nancy Marks that James 
was able to find success in advocating for global health. James also received the John V. 
Aliberti D.M.D., D77, DG62, Scholarship.

James would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Alex Miele, and 
Denisa Stasa, for teaching him valuable diagnostic and patient management skills. The 
guidance of Drs. Aidee Herman, Pilar Sanchez, Francois Fisselier, Amir Mousavi, and Yo-Wei 
Chen was indispensable in developing the clinical skills that he will use while practicing in 
Pittsfield, MA. 

 Perhaps the most valuable support came from James’ parents and brother, Andy, as well as  
 his partner, Joanna Pooi. It was thanks to their unconditional love and care that James  
 flourished at Tufts.  

Jason Cummins, D2022 

James Cruz, D2022 
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Nick was born and raised in Albany, New York. From an early age, Nick was exposed to the 
dental profession; his father and three uncles practiced together in Schenectady, New 
York. Nick attended Providence College in Rhode Island for his undergraduate studies, 
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. After college, Nick enrolled at 
SUNY Albany where he completed additional science courses and gained valuable 
community service experience on the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile, a bus providing free 
oral health care to underserved children in Albany. In 2018, Nick enrolled at Tufts, where 
he was an active member in the Endodontic Society and Italian Dental Association. He was 
also a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship for three years and the Dr. Martin P. Sachs 
Scholarship. Nick spent time volunteering at different school events, including the Give 
Kids A Smile Day and Healthy Kids Festival at Boston Children’s Museum. In his fourth year, 
Nick gained further clinical experience while on externship at Tampa Family Health Centers, 
where he spent five weeks providing comprehensive, affordable oral health care to 
residents of Tampa County.  

Nick is very grateful for his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Mark Caddell, Dr. Alan Epstein, and 
Dr. Mary Karish-Dodge. During Nick’s time in clinic, they provided him with the 
foundational knowledge that he will use to build his future career. He would also like to 
thank his brother, Louis DeLuke, who is currently an endodontist in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. Most importantly, Nick would like to thank his parents, Brigitte and Jim, for 
their endless support and unconditional love they have provided over the past four years. 
Finally, Nick would like to thank the rest of his family and friends that have supported and  

 offered guidance to him throughout dental school.  

 Next year, Nick will be completing a general practice residency at Stony Brook University  
 in Long Island, New York.  

Sterling was born and raised in Seattle, Washington and graduated from the University of 
Washington with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. He then earned an M.S. degree 
in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University. 

Sterling would like to thank many of the faculty and staff members at TUSDM that helped 
to mold him into the dentist he strives to be. He extends his deepest gratitude to his 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Leader, Maria Torres, Olympia Karacosta, and Merelyn 
Hong. Sterling would also like to thank the amazing second floor staff, Caitlin Lu, Tommy 
Rivera, Valerie Distefano, Jacqueline Kulas, and Lindita Kurbini. 

Sterling is grateful for the many lasting friendships formed during his time at Tufts. Sterling 
would like to extend his sincere and heartfelt thanks to his Seattle friends for their 
constant encouragement. “Thank you, Abe, Andy, Jayme, Jenny, Joong, Nancy, Peter, Scott, 
Robert, to name a few.” 

Sterling would not be where he is today without the endless love, guidance, sacrifices, and 
support from his parents, Minh and Tho, as well as his siblings, Steve, Cecilia, and 
Christine. He would like to thank his beautiful girlfriend, Lam, for her unconditional love, 
inspiration, unwavering support, and patience. 

Lastly, Sterling would like to thank and dedicate his dental degree to his beloved grandma, 
Ky Vu, and close friend, Steve Le, both of whom passed away during his time in dental 
school. Sterling’s grandma was his role model and the most selfless and caring person he 
knew. She helped raise him and shape him into the person he is today. Steve is the kind of  

 friend that one would be lucky to find once in a lifetime. The kind of friend who could turn a  
 bad day into a great one just by his mere presence. Although they are no longer physically  
 present in his life, they have left an imprint that will last a lifetime. “I miss you both, dearly.” 

 After graduation, Sterling plans on practicing as a general dentist. 

Nick DeLuke, D2022 

Sterling Dao, D2022 
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Kathy was born and raised in Lincoln, Nebraska. She later moved to Corona, California with 
her family when her relatives emigrated from Vietnam to America. Kathy is a proud 
alumnus of one of the most diverse universities in the nation, University of California, 
Riverside. She graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biochemistry 
with a minor in Business Administration. She worked to overcome the disparities in her 
community by giving back through a multitude of programs and volunteer opportunities, 
such as Mini-Medical School and Stress Busters. Kathy would later leave behind sunny 
California to further her education on the East Coast at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. 

During her time at Tufts, Kathy continued expanding her clinical and didactic skills. 
COVID-19 hit and severely limited many extracurricular activities, but she kept busy by 
participating in the Health Literacy Intensive Program, Give Kids A Smile, lunch and learns, 
and numerous volunteer and other activities set up by Dental Central and the Wellness 
Center. Coming back from the COVID lockdown, Kathy worked as a teaching assistant in 
various courses and spent her weekends working in the heart of Chinatown at the 
orthodontic and pediatric clinic of Dr. William B. Chan and Associates with Dr. William Chan 
and Dr. Robert Zee. Furthermore, Kathy also excelled academically as a Dean’s List honoree 
recipient and annual recipient of the Merit Scholarship since she started dental school.  

Kathy is forever grateful to her Exeter Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan 
Epstein, and Mary Karish-Dodge, for their love, passion, and expertise in the field. She 
would also like to thank all of the faculty members, residents, front desk, dispensary, 

maintenance and custodial staff for keeping the clinic running. Everyone had a hand in guiding and supporting her journey at Tufts. She 
has the deepest gratitude for Flavio, Sarita, Juan, and Romell for their patience and understanding. And most importantly, to the 
radiology department staff she had the pleasure to work with, including Dr. Hugo Campos, Dr. Tarunjeet Pabla, Iolanda, Emily, and Dilma. 
“The radiology staff welcomed me fully with open arms and became my secondary family. They kept me sane when patients cancelled, 
and things got tough. I could never have been able to make it without them.” 

Last but definitely not least, Kathy would like to thank her parents, Dang Dinh and Hop Ninh, and siblings, Diep, Minh, and Cindy, for 
their everlasting love and faith. They have shown endless support and continue to cheer her on every step of the way. Kathy is happy to 
accomplish another milestone in her dental journey. She is excited to continue exploring more of her dental path and tackling new roads 
in the future. 

Khosrow was born in Yazd and grew up in Tehran, Iran. He received his B.S. degree in 
Electrical Engineering from Azad University of Qazvin-Barajin. Being born in a religious 
minority, he did not have many chances to follow his dream in Iran. Khosrow immigrated to 
the U.S. seeking opportunities to follow his dreams. Soon after arriving in the U.S., 
Khosrow started his journey by attending University of Massachusetts Boston to receive a 
B.S. degree, majoring in Biochemistry. Khosrow graduated with distinction in Biochemistry 
before entering Tufts University School of Dental Medicine to pursue his dental career.  

While at TUSDM, Khosrow had the pleasure of exploring various aspects of dentistry. He 
was involved with multiple clubs and research groups to explore and learn more about 
dentistry. Khosrow was honored to be awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship and to earn 
recognition on the Dean’s List for all four years of dental school. 

Khosrow would like to thank all the TUSDM members, faculty, and staff for their 
tremendous expertise in helping him become a better clinician as well as their tireless 
efforts through the challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic created. Khosrow would like to 
thank the Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, 
and Dr. Rebekah Boral for their guidance and mentorship through all hardships and clinical 
difficulties.  

Khosrow would also like to thank Dr. Maria Avrampou for being such an amazing mentor 
for his preclinical and clinical skills. He would also like to extend his sincerest gratitude to 
Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Peyman Beigi, and Dr. Marmar Mesgarzadeh for their amazing  

 support and guidance. Khosrow also thanks the DPAs, dispensary staff, and the whole  
 team on the third floor.  

Above all, Khosrow is forever grateful to his fiancée, Raeita, for her unconditional love and support through four years of dental school. 
He is also very grateful for the continuous encouragement, motivation, and unwavering support of his sisters, Golnaz, Dr. Farnaz Asha 
D21 and her husband Dr. Kourosh Asha D16; Sanaz; and his amazing friends, Matthew, Mohammad, Ahmad, and Keykhosrow, as well as 
Dr. Amir Assadinowghabi D20.  

Lastly but most importantly, Khosrow would like to express great gratitude to his amazing parents, Mahin and Rashid, for their 
unconditional love, support and sacrifices that helped him to achieve his goals and complete this accomplishment. 

After graduation, Khosrow looks forward to serving the community at a private practice in Massachusetts and expanding his dental 
training mostly on orthodontics. Khosrow would like to continue his education in orthodontics after a few years of experiencing all 
aspects of dentistry.  

Khosrow Dinyaryan, D2022 

Kathy Dinh, D2022 
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Rah-Taja was raised in Lufkin, Texas where she enjoyed participating in community service 
and spending time with family. As an undergraduate student at The University of Texas at 
Austin, Rah-Taja continued to participate heavily in underserved communities in Austin and 
surrounding areas while also participating in many organizations on campus. After 
completing her studies at The University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Psychology in 2012, Rah-Taja continued to take science-based classes geared 
toward health professions. Rah-Taja gained employment at Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Central Texas. From 2014 to 2016, she worked as a case manager for the organization. In 
2016, Rah-Taja was accepted to Mississippi College and received a Master’s in Biology 
Medical Sciences in May of 2018. Following graduation from Mississippi College, she 
moved to Boston to start her journey as a first-year dental student here at TUSDM. 

Throughout her four years at TUSDM, Rah-Taja Doggett worked as a teaching assistant for 
the Pediatric Dentistry course, emergency clinic, and COVID testing center. She was also 
Administrative TA assistant to Assistant Dean Michael Thompson. Rah-Taja participated in 
volunteer opportunities in many organizations, notably SNDA as chapter secretary, 
Admissions Ambassador, and ASDA District 1 Advocacy Vice Chair. She also received the 
American Dental Partners Foundation Scholarship. Outside of school, Rah-Taja loves to 
explore new food places in New England and travel back to Texas to visit family and friends. 

Rah-Taja would like to thank her wonderful Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark 
Caddell, and Mary Karish-Dodge, for being very supportive and great teachers. She also 
thanks Dr. Christina Pastan for being a wonderful mentor. She is forever thankful to  

 Assistant Dean Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Associate Dean Robert Kasberg for believing in  
 her and affording her an opportunity to attend TUSDM. Last but not least, Rah-Taja would  
 like to acknowledge her amazing family for their love and support throughout this journey,  
 particularly her loving parents. 

 After graduation, Rah-Taja will attend a pediatric residency at NYU Langone-Holyoke, MA. 

Malika was born in Moscow, Russia. After the Soviet Union collapse in 1992, she moved 
with her family to her home country, Uzbekistan. Malika graduated with honors from 
Tashkent Medical Academy, receiving Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree. During her last 
year in dental school, she received a Government Award named after Avicenna, through 
which she received a full scholarship for a two-year Master’s Program in Therapeutic 
Dentistry from Tashkent Medical Academy. While studying, Malika worked full time in a 
private dental clinic as a general dentist. 

In 2009, Malika received the Edmund Muskie Fellowship, supported by the U.S. State 
Department. She attended Muskie School of Public Service in Portland, ME and graduated 
with honors in 2011, receiving a Master’s in Health Policy and Management and a 
Certificate in Public Health. Malika married her best friend, Anvar, who lived in NYC, but 
she had to go back to Uzbekistan for two years due to the J-1 visa requirements. While in 
Uzbekistan, Malika worked at the Regional Office for the United Nations on Drugs and 
Crime, managing a global public health project in five Central Asian countries. Two years 
later, Malika reunited with her husband and supported him in his journey of getting 
physician’s assistant degree. Currently they have two lovely boys. 

In 2018, Malika decided to pursue her dream of getting dental degree in the U.S. She 
passed NBDE Part I and II and TOEFL and applied to various advanced standing programs. 
Her first interview was with Tufts, and that day Dr. Ronald Perry impressed her with his 
dedication to the program, enthusiasm, and invaluable support. Therefore, when Malika 
received an acceptance letter a week later, she cancelled her other interviews and was 
ready to begin her dental adventure in Boston. 

Studying at Tufts was a unique experience for Malika, and she met many inspiring people among classmates and faculty members. She 
served as the IS Class President in 2020-2021 and had to deal with many challenges related to COVID pandemic: three months of 
quarantine and online education, which was so unusual for dental school, and students’ concerns about the quality of education and 
limited access to the clinic. Malika was also a teaching assistant for the Dorchester Group Practice, the Removable Prosthodontics 
course, a virtual and a scrubs table teaching assistant. She was selected for the Advanced Selective Program in Periodontology. She 
received Tufts Merit scholarship. 

Malika would like to thank her mother, Diloram Umarova, and sister, Aziza Umarova, for inspiration to pursue her career path; her 
husband, Anvar Hoja, and mother-in-law, Shoira Djabbarkhodjaeva, for their constant support; and her sons, Amir and Sayid Hoja, for 
their patience. She gives special thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry, the Dorchester Practice Coordinators, all staff members on the third floor, Dr. 
Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Gustavo Mahn, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. James Theodore, Dr. Paul Shamirian, and all other faculty members. “Each of you 
made my journey very special!” 

Following graduation, Malika is planning to work as a general dentist in CT.

Rah-Taja Munique Doggett, D2022 

Malika Djabbarkhodjaeva, DI2022 
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Jenn was born and raised on Long Island, New York. Upon completing her B.A. degree in 
both Biology and Community Health from Tufts University in Medford, she began her dental 
training at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2018.  

While at Tufts Dental, Jenn was the recipient of Merit Scholarships, the Charles G. Chigas 
Scholarship, and was on the Dean’s List. She was a teaching assistant for the Clinical 
Anatomy course, as well as a member of Tufts Sharewood and Tufts ASDA Advocacy. Jenn 
was involved in research during her time at Tufts, which focused on newer minimally 
invasive coronally advanced flap surgical techniques for the correction of gingival 
recession defects. She presented this research at Bates-Andrew Research Day as well as 
the American Academy of Periodontology (AAP) Annual Meeting in 2021.  

Jenn would like to thank her many mentors who have inspired and challenged her 
throughout her dental training. She extends special thanks to the Fairfield PCs, Dr. Paul 
Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, for their unconditional support. She 
would also like to thank Dr. Paul Levi, Dr. Ancy Verdier, and Dr. Irina Dragan for sparking 
and fostering her love for perio. Additionally, Jenn would like to recognize and thank Dr. 
Ronald Davitt and Dr. Maria Avrampou for all their words of wisdom and guidance during 
her clinical training. Without these many amazing mentors, Jenn would not be where she is 
today. Finally, Jenn would like to thank her family for their unwavering love, support, and 
encouragement during her long educational journey. 

After graduation, Jenn will be pursuing a three-year periodontics residency at the  
 University of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine in Farmington. Go Huskies! 

Born and raised in New York City, Claire knew she wanted to become a dentist when she 
was four years old. She was fascinated by the field at a young age and even begged her 
parents for braces after accompanying her sister to the orthodontist. It was then everyone 
knew Claire would become a dentist. 

Claire received her B.S. in Biology at Fordham University in 2015 with a minor in 
Psychology. Claire then went onto NYU Graduate School of Arts and Sciences to receive her 
M.S. in Oral Biology in 2018. She found this to be a wonderful learning experience and 
cherished her time at NYU. Finally, Claire accepted a position at Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine in Boston to pursue her childhood dream. 

While at Tufts, Claire served as a member of ASDA through Smile Share and Care, a 
community service organization that brought oral health care awareness and education to 
children ages 3-8 years old. She also served as a teaching assistant for her clinic, Atlantic, 
as well as a TA for the first years in their operative course. Claire enjoys teaching and giving 
back to the community and plans to do so throughout her professional career. She was 
also a recipient of two scholarships, the Tiberi Family Scholarship as a second-year student 
and the Dr. Charles G. Chigas Scholarship during her third and fourth years. These 
scholarships highlight her connection to her Italian and Greek ancestry. 

Without the support of her family, Claire would not be where she is today. Most 
importantly, she would like to thank her parents, Mark and Victoria Droumbakis, for their 
steadfast support and unwavering confidence in her abilities. She would also like to thank 

her older sister, Katy Droumbakis, for her profound commitment to making her time in Boston while at Tufts more meaningful than she 
ever anticipated. She would also like to thank Chris Gillis for his support, endless Boston recommendations, and camaraderie! It is also 
important for Claire to acknowledge her extended family and friends for their endless encouragement throughout her journey. Their 
confidence in her is in part the reason for her success! Without this combined support group and encouragement, her journey would have 
looked much different. 

Claire gives a special “thank you” to faculty and staff who have provided mentorship and guidance during her four years. This includes 
her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. Denisa Stasa, and Dr. Karen Wallach, as well as Dr. Pilar Sanchez and Dr. Gerard Kugel. 
Without Jackie Kulas, Tommy Rivera, and Caitlyn Liu, patient management would not have been possible. She would also like to thank her 
entire class for the combined support system and one remarkable classmate, Rodrick (Donnie) Wiggins, for making her dental school 
experience extra special. 

Claire will continue her training at a general practice residency in New York before entering private practice. “Congratulations to the Class 
of 2022!” 

Jennifer Duffy, D2022 

Claire Droumbakis, D2022 
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Adam was born and raised in Northern New Jersey. In 2017, he graduated from Kean 
University with a B.A. in Biology and a minor in Political Science. During his time in 
undergrad, Adam was heavily involved in community service, and he strives to continue to 
give back to his community.  

During his time at TUSDM, Adam was active as an executive board member of the Middle 
Eastern Dental Society, through which he routinely conducted oral health screenings and 
instruction as well as winter clothes drives for the betterment of his community. Adam 
pursued his passion of aiding refugees overseas and dedicated his time to organizing a 
global service-learning trip to provide dental care to the underprivileged children and 
adults.  

Adam is eternally grateful to his family for their unconditional love and support during this 
journey. He would also like to thank all of the friends for life he has made at TUSDM for 
making this experience much easier. He will always remember and reflect on his time at 
Tufts, as the many ups and downs of dental school shaped him into the person he is today. 
Adam is dedicated to dentistry and will take the many lessons and training learned from 
faculty into his future as a clinician. After graduation, Adam is excited to begin his 
advanced education in general dentistry residency to further his skills and become the 
best dentist he could be prior to working in private practice. 

Courtney was born and raised in Minnetonka, Minnesota. She is a proud alum of Spelman 
College, the number one ranked Historically Black College or University in the United Sates, 
where she graduated with her B.S. in Biology and a minor in Spanish in 2016. After 
graduation, Courtney obtained an M.S. in Biomedical Science from Barry University in 
2017 and subsequently worked in a privately owned dental practice in Minneapolis before 
beginning dental school at TUSDM in 2018.  

 Courtney was elected as Secretary for the TUSDM chapter of the Student National Dental 
Association. She was also the Newsletter Aide for the American Student Dental Association 
and was selected as one of two students to represent her class as a TUSDM Admissions 
Committee Representative, a position she was honored to hold for her remaining three 
years at TUSDM. In her third year at Tufts, Courtney ran for a national position within SNDA, 
Recording Secretary, and was elected to the national executive board on which she served 
with students across the country to collaborate and execute the national organization’s 
goals. Courtney also served as the Editor and Chief of the ASDA Newsletter. In her fourth 
year, Courtney worked for TUSDM as a teaching assistant in the Emergency Clinic and for 
Continuing Education. Courtney was a recipient of the Academic Merit Scholarship and a 
Dean’s List recognition in her last year, as well as receiving the Dr. James E. Royer, D78, 
Endowed Scholarship.  

Courtney is so grateful for the opportunity to assist and observe in the TUSDM oral surgery 
clinic and operating room over the last few years. These experiences helped her decide to 
pursue an oral surgery residency after graduation from Tufts. Her dream is to one day 

practice as a private practice oral surgeon in either New York City or Atlanta, GA.  

Courtney would like to thank her Spelman sisters and close friends for always being there over the last four years. She extends a sincere 
“thank you” to her parents, Ken and Nancy Eato; her sister, Kyla Flax; and Jackson Cannon for their unwavering support. She would like to 
thank, Drs. Tanya Wright, E. Leo Whitworth Jr., Ronald Davitt, Joey Chang, Steven Rubin, and her Fairfield PCs for their willingness to 
advocate on her behalf and for imparting their wisdom when she needed it most. Courtney would like to thank her mentors, Drs. Jeanette 
Sabir-Holloway, Zerita Buchanon, and Jennifer Okhiria, for leading the way with light, tough love, and encouragement at every turn.  

Courtney’s next step towards becoming an oral surgeon will continue next year at Harlem Hospital as a general practice resident. She is 
honored and humbled to walk across the stage amongst her classmates on May 22, 2022.   

Adam Elayan, D2022 

Courtney Eato, D2022 
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“In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate.” 

Born in Khartoum, Sudan and later immigrating to New Hampshire, where he had spent 
most of his upbringing, Omer was offered a unique yet valuable education that embedded 
a deep-seated work ethic that would go on to sculpt his impeccable academic success. 
After completing a B.S. degree in Biochemistry from Saint Anselm College, in 2017, he 
then pursued a master’s degree in Oral Health Sciences from Boston University School of 
Medicine (GMS). A year later, Omer matriculated at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine (TUSDM) as a student in the Class of 2022. However, his educational success 
came with challenges. In late 2010, Omer’s father passed away from cancer, and he and 
his family were left distraught and experiencing financial hardship. Despite facing such 
tribulations, Omer’s resilience and encouragement from his mother allowed him to fulfil 
his father’s dying wishes: for Omer to continue his education in America.  

During his time at TUSDM, Omer was selected as a National Health Service Corps Scholar, 
which, due to academic achievements and his commitment to bettering the underserved 
community, paid his tuition in full. Having completed his graduation requirements early, 
Omer was able to attend two externships during his fourth year at TUSDM. 

Omer would first like to thank Allah for bestowing such an opportunity upon him. Omer 
would not have seen success throughout his educational journey if not for the everlasting 
support and prayers from his parents. He, therefore, would like to dedicate his dental 
degree to his late father, Osama Elrayah, and his mother, Afaf Rodwan. Omer’s mother was 

the main reason Omer was able to excel throughout high school, college, and graduate school. It brings Omer a deep sense of nostalgia 
yet content to know that his late father’s wish will be fulfilled: walking across the stage, accepting his diploma, and becoming the doctor 
he promised him he would be. Omer would also like to thank his twin brother, Asim, and his younger siblings, Arif and Ihab, for their 
unconditional support. Omer would like to show appreciation for his extended family, who, alongside many community members in New 
Hampshire, played a pivotal role in assisting Omer to achieve his goal.       

Omer is incredibly grateful for the education and opportunities that Tufts has provided him and would like to thank the entire faculty and 
staff for their commitment to helping him achieve his dental aspirations. Omer is especially thankful for the guidance provided by his 
Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stasa along with the mentorship provided by Dr. Marmar 
Mesgarzadeh and Dr. Linda Marinello.  Omer would also not have been able to successfully complete his clinical requirements if it were 
not for Tangy Person, Jackie Roman, and Matilda Bejko. 

After graduation, Omer plans on increasing oral health education and outreach overseas and aspires to uplift the field of dentistry, aiding 
those who seek care but are marginalized and underprivileged. “InshaAllah.” 

Hiba was born in Manhattan, NY and grew up in Arlington, VA. Hiba, a Posse scholar, 
graduated from Grinnell College with a double major in Spanish and Sociology. Prior to 
gaining acceptance to Tufts, Hiba gained her master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences at 
Barry University.  

While at Tufts, Hiba was fortunate to be awarded the National Health Service Corps 
scholarship for the past four years which will allow her to continue the work she started 
with underserved populations prior to her time at Tufts, now as a dentist.  

First, Hiba would like to sincerely thank Associate Dean Robert Kasberg, to whom she owes 
her degree. She thanks him for believing in her. Hiba would like to extend her sincerest 
appreciation and gratitude to her Practice Coordinators in Group Practice Dorchester, Drs. 
Edward Fidrocki, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Rebekah Boral, and Dr. Erick Gomez, for their 
mentorship, guidance, and teachings in patient care and treatment planning. What she 
learned from them was invaluable. She extends a special “thank you” to Matilda Bejko and 
Jackie Roman for their constant love and unwavering support which made rough clinic days 
bearable. She also thanks Emily Fang for the constant laughs, help, and support. She 
would like to especially thank Dr. Ronald Davitt for being an amazing teacher, mentor, and 
source of support and encouragement. She would also like to thank him for truly taking the 
time to educate her. She thanks Dr. Shubha Nanda for constantly pushing her to challenge 
herself and to think critically. She gives further appreciation and gratitude to Dr. Thaisa 
Bordin, Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Dr. Tsai, who always went above and beyond to help her build her 
clinical prosthodontic skills; Dr. Peter Arsenault, Dr. Hugo Campos, Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. 

Karina Irusa, Dr. Martha Forero, Dr. Nooruddin Pradhan, and Dr. Steven Rubin who took the time to answer her questions, make concepts 
come to life, and help her cultivate her chair-side manner. Their guidance and mentorship were invaluable to her dental education.  

Hiba is thankful for the countless experiences, laughs, and long-lasting relationships she developed during her four years at Tufts. She 
would like to thank her friends for their endless support, which was invaluable to her through all the joys and difficulties of dental school. 
Hiba dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her parents who have sacrificed and supported her during this long journey. She would also like to 
dedicate her degree to her grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and her many cousins who have been a constant source of inspiration 
and support. She would also like to dedicate a portion of this degree to her Sudanese community in Virginia who raised, guided, and 
encouraged her up until this point.  

Hiba is excited to start the next chapter of her life. After graduation, Hiba will pursue a one-year GPR in Pennsylvania.  

Omer Elrayah, D2022

Hiba Elnour, D2022 
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Alicia was born in Toronto and raised in the beautiful city of Markham, Canada. Her father 
was her first inspiration, so naturally she decided to become a dentist at a very young age. 
Growing up, she began to wonder if dentistry was actually a good fit for her. After finding a 
love for science, math, and art, she studied and graduated from the University of Guelph 
with a B.Sc. Honors in Biochemistry Co-op. From this, she was able to experience positions 
in both academia and the industry, which overall reinforced her passion for dentistry. 
While interviewing for dental school, she fell in love with Boston, both for the city and the 
family atmosphere that Tufts exuded, which made the move an easy decision.  

Alicia would like to give a special thanks to her Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr. 
Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Lorena Alex, Dr. Alex Miele, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, for being 
incredible mentors and supporters in clinic. She is also grateful for all of the wonderful 
faculty who have significantly contributed to her education, including Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. 
Nitu Singh, Dr. BiNa Oh, Dr. Stephany Cordero, Dr. Tingyun Tsai, Dr. Yoi-Wei Chen, Dr. 
Gustavo Mahn, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Daniel Lee, Dr. Vincent Basha, Dr. Linda Marinello, Dr. 
Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Dr. Marmar Mesgarzadeh, Dr. Shubha Nanda, Dr. Maria 
Sanchez-Papadopoulos, Dr. Khaled Shaikhi, Dr. Deborah Tung, Dr. Ali Muftu, Dr. Dongwoo 
Park, Dr. Jongil Park, Dr. Robert Amato, Tangy Person, Maltilda Bejko, Jackie Roman, Tommy 
Tran, Ilir Toci, and all of the DPAs, dispensary staff, and clinic professors.   

Alicia’s experience at dental school would not have been the same without the lifelong 
friendships she made here. She could not have gotten through it without her favorite 
inspirations, Sandra Khuu, Angeline Nguyen, Sophia Chou, Aya Kamoona, Gopi Patel, 

Jocelyne Aguilar, Laimarie Alas-Dorsey, Hiba Elnour, John Le, Michelle Le, Austin Jacob, Darien Lam, Mehak Baig, Traci Nguyen, Diana 
Hoang, and Sandy Arora. Alicia will always treasure their countless adventures, and their journey together. She is very excited to see 
where the future takes everyone and for all of the reunions they will have!   

Lastly, Alicia would not be where she is today without all the unconditional love and support from her family and friends. She is externally 
grateful for her parents, Anthony Eng and Gretchen Rodrigo-Eng, who have shaped her into the person she is today. She is also very 
fortunate to have grown up close with her sister, Jasmine Eng, her favorite girl in the world! Her late Ama, Ampa, Lola, and late Lolo have 
always been her biggest fans and supporters of her dreams. Alicia would also like to thank her closest friends, Stephanie Leroux and 
Peggy Chan, for their unshakable love and devotion.  

After graduation, Alicia will return to Canada and work in private practice as a general dentist. 

Nada was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt. She earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery 
degree from Cairo University in Egypt and then her postgraduate diploma in fixed 
prosthodontics from Ain Shams University in Egypt. After her graduation, Nada worked as 
an associate dentist in a private practice. She then got married to the love of her life, 
Weam, and moved to the United States to start their new life together.  

Nada is very grateful for her parents, Atef and Hanaa, for all their love and support over the 
years and her siblings, Dina and Omar, for always being there when she needed them the 
most. She extends a special “thank you” to her cousin, Nadine, for being with her every 
step of the way. Nada appreciates the few months she got to spend with Nadine when she 
first moved to Boston. 

Of course, Nada wants to thank her husband, Weam: “We have been through this together 
and I couldn’t have done it with you. Nothing has been as hard as being apart from you. 
Your love, support, and encouragement kept me going, and I am grateful to have you in my 
life and looking forward to being with you for the rest of my life.” 

While at Tufts, Nada was lucky to have amazing friends who supported her along the way. 
She wants to thank her close circle of friends for keeping her grounded, especially Sherif 
Attia, Yosr Arafy, Mouada Fadul, and May Al Jassani. “We made it together and it wouldn’t 
have been the same without you.” 

Nada wants to thank Dr. Ronald Perry for the great opportunity to study at TUSDM, and she 
wants to express appreciation to the great Tufts faculty in Group Practice Back Bay. She 

would also like to thank all the faculty with whom she worked for their mentorship and support. She is thankful for Drs. Maria Torres, 
Merelyn Hong, Eduardo Olegario, Francois Fisselier, Aidee Herman, Khaled Shaikhi, and Khaled El Refie, as well as the wonderful Lindita 
Kurbini and the amazing DPAs, Jackie, Tommy, and Val.  

After graduation, Nada plans to go back to Florida and practice general dentistry.   

Alicia Eng, D2022 

Nada Elsharabassy, DI2022 
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Mouada Fadul was born and raised in Sudan. She had the blessing to grow up with her 
twin brother. Growing up together has been a great blessing in her life with profound 
impact on her development as an individual. She learned how to work cohesively as well as 
independently. Mouada says, “God gave me a partner who taught me the value of caring 
for another person.” 

Mouada’s journey through life and dentistry would not have been possible without the 
support of her family. She is forever grateful for her mom, dad, and siblings for all that they 
have done to make her dream come to fruition. She looks up to her big sister, Nada, as her 
role model who showed her what a hardworking and determined women can accomplish.  

Mouada was awarded the Dean’s List recognition and received a merit scholarship for her 
academic accomplishment. Mouada was selected as a clinical teaching assistant out of 
numerous numbers of applicants in the Back Bay clinic, as well as in the pediatric dentistry 
course, where she was given the opportunity to extend her knowledge and mentor her 
junior colleagues with their projects and their work in clinic. She is also a part of the 
African Diaspora United at TUSDM. 

Mouada had an incredible, memorable experience at TUSDM that she will cherish for the 
rest of her life. She would particularly like to thank Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. 
Maria Torres, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Merelyn Hong, and Dr. Ronald Perry for their 
continuous teaching and guidance. Mouada thanks the DPAs, especially Tommy Rivera, 
and dispensary staff for their major role in her dental education. She extends special 

appreciation to Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament and Dr. Gustavo Mahn who instilled in her patience and commitment to an ideal 
treatment for the patient, no matter the circumstances. Dr. Malament has been a great mentor to Mouada who pushed her to be the best 
and contributed to her professional and personal growth.  

Mouada’s journey to the U.S. inspired her to create a networking and mentorship program for the first time for Sudanese dental 
immigrants. The platform assists incoming graduates with navigating the U.S. dental journey.  Mouada conducted multiple workshops to 
educate them about the pathway U.S. dental licensure and help them make their dreams come true. 

Mouada plans to continue her mission of giving back to her country, Sudan, throughout her career and hopes one day she can make a 
successful outreach trip to her beloved country and Africa as a whole. Mouada is excited to join the pediatric residency program at the 
University of Alabama (UAB), where she will continue making her dream come true and make a difference in the world.  

Matthew was born in the Bronx, New York. He attended Tufts University for his 
undergraduate studies where he earned a B.S. in Biopsychology graduating magna cum 
laude. 

Beginning his first year at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Matthew was the 
recipient of the Dean’s Research Honors Scholarship which granted him the opportunity to 
conduct three years of research on Gorlin Syndrome under the mentorship of Dr. Addy Alt-
Holland in the Department of Endodontics. Through this experience, he published multiple 
research abstracts and presented at the International Association for Dental Research 
conferences across the United States, as well as the TUSDM Bates-Andrews Research Days. 
Matthew was also a contributing member of a research project that investigating the 
longevity of CAD/CAM generated all-ceramic crowns under the guidance of Dr. Maria 
Avrampou in the Department of Prosthodontics. In addition to his research efforts, 
Matthew, along with Dr. Karin Arsenault of the Department of Public Health and Community 
Service, helped to create a club at TUSDM, Smiles for Life, that advocated for the oral 
health needs of the adult population over the age of sixty-five. Matthew was also a 
teaching assistant for the Clinical Anatomy course and the recipient of multiple Merit 
Scholarships, the Kasparian Scholarship, and the Johansen Student Aid Fund.  

Matthew would like to express his sincere gratitude to his fellow classmates for their 
endless guidance and to his faculty members who have undoubtedly shaped his career,  
Dr. David Leader, Dr. Maria Torres, Dr. Merelyn Hong, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Maria 
Avrampou, Dr. Addy Alt-Holland, Dr. Karin Arsenault, Dr. Mark Lerman, Dr. Martha Forero, 

and Dr. Vicky Cartsos. Lastly, Matthew would like to take a moment to thank his wife, Marianna Athanassiou (A18, M22), for her 
boundless love, support, and optimism over the last four years, as well as the Evers and Athanassiou families and, of course, his dog, 
Elias. 

After graduation, Matthew will continue his education as a resident at the Advanced Graduate Education Program in Orthodontics at 
Harvard School of Dental Medicine where he will earn a Master’s degree in Medical Sciences (MMSc). 

Mouada Fadul, DI2022 

Matthew A. Evers, D2022 
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Dylan grew up in South Florida and attended Florida Atlantic University for a B.S. degree 
and Barry University prior to taking his talents to Boston. Dylan spent much of his time 
TAing for courses, including Histology and Human Morphology. The urge to help teach 
others has not subsided, as he held multiple TA positions for operative dentistry, clinical 
anatomy, as well as in the emergency clinic at TUSDM. He was a recipient of the Fiore 
Endowed Scholarship. Dylan would like to thank Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Dr. 
Gustavo Mahn, and all of the Group Charlestown PCs for always taking the time to teach 
him at every opportunity. Dylan would not be here without the amazing support from his 
wife, family, and little cat, Sushi. He feels honored knowing that he is part of such an 
amazing community, and he knows that he will continue to represent TUSDM well with 
everything he has been taught over the past four years. 

After graduation, Dylan will be moving to San Antonio, TX to start helping patients in need 
right away, pursuing a career in general dentistry in the heart of the Texas hill country. 

Anisa was born and raised in Qaemshahr, Iran. After high school, she studied 
Pharmaceutical Science at BIHE (Bahai Institute for Higher Education) in Iran. Anisa 
immigrated to the U.S. in 2013. Knowing her passion for dentistry, Anisa got her B.S. 
degree in Biology in 2018 from Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia.  

During her time at TUSDM, Anisa served as a teaching assistant for the Fixed 
Prosthodontics course during the 2021-2022 school year and was chosen to participate in 
the Periodontology Selective Program. Anisa was a member of Aesthetics Society and also 
volunteered for several community outreach programs such as Sharewood and Give Kids A 
Smile. She received the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship. Anisa tried to widen her clinical 
experience out of dental school setting by working in private practice as a dental assistant 
and hygienist since her third year of dental school.  

Anisa is extremely grateful for all the mentors she had along her dental education at 
TUSDM. She would like to thank her Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Drs. Ilenia 
Gonzalez, Paul Trombly, and Frank DeCaro, as well as her clinical instructors, Drs. Thaisa 
Bordin, Francois Fisselier, James Theodore, Dongwoo Park, and Yo-Wei Chen.  

Anisa would also like to sincerely thank her family. She would love to thank her dad for 
continuously praying for her success, her sister for infinite encouragement, and her 
brother for his love and support. No words may explain how grateful Anisa is for having her 
uncle, Evaz, her aunt, Carla, and her cousins for their unconditional love, support, 
patience, and encouragement. Lastly, Anisa would love to dedicate her D.M.D. degree to  

 her beloved mother, Farzaneh, who left this world in 2014.  

 After graduation, Anisa is looking forward to work as an associate dentist in Virginia area  
 and wishes best of luck to the Class of 2022!  

Dylan Feigenbaum, D2022 

Anisa Fanaeian, D2022
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Ozair grew up in Southern California during his early years and St. Louis, MO later on. He 
went on to attain a B.S. in Biology from the University of the Pacific in 2017 before 
matriculating at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2018. 

Throughout his career at Tufts, Ozair was involved in various school organizations—he is 
most proud of his time as student president of The New Dentist Symposium. Additionally, 
he was fulfilled by his time spent volunteering in local service events and programs, most 
notably Minds Matter Boston. Ozair was also a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and 
Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

Ozair would like to thank the following faculty for their support in various facets during his 
tenure at TUSDM: Dr. Christina Pastan for offering professional and personal kindness, 
guidance, and opportunity to Ozair since his first day on campus; Dr. Samah Bukhari for 
helping to foster a love for learning and relationship building; Dr. Mariana Avrampou for 
her patience and willingness to aid in Ozair’s growth; Dr. David Leader for teaching him the 
importance of organization and the pursuit of knowledge; Dr. Maria Torres for providing 
insight to both the clinical and personal aspects of dentistry; Dr. Armond Enos for showing 
Ozair how to think about the bigger picture; Dr. Olympia Karacosta for helping him to 
develop problem solving skills; Dr. Merelyn Hong for helping instill enthusiasm and 
positivity on any given day; Dr. Eduardo Olegario for helping instill confidence in Ozair and 
offering a judicious perspective; Dr. Mary Jane Hanlon for opening Ozair’s eyes to non-
clinical world of dentistry and giving him an opportunity within NDS; Dr. Sarah Han White 
for her encouragement and kindness that helped him get through D1; and Dr. Ali Muftu 

 being willing to find feasible solutions to problems while simultaneously teaching. Ozair  
 would also like to thank Dr. Daniel Lee, Dr. Francois Fisselier, and Dr. Duangkamol  
 Blankenship for helping him augment his clinical abilities. 

Ozair’s time at Tufts was made memorable by the many friendships that were created over the past four years. These friendships were a 
major pillar of support for Ozair and were/will continue to be relationships that he will forever cherish. 

Most importantly, Ozair would like to express his utmost gratitude and appreciation to his family, without whom none of his 
accomplishments would have been possible. Ozair would like to acknowledge the never-ending, selfless stream of love and support that 
they have given him throughout his entire life. 

Following graduation, Ozair will continue his training at the Jesse Brown VA Hospital GPR in Chicago, Illinois. 

Blythe grew up in Gainesville, FL and attended college at the University of Florida, earning 
a B.S. in Microbiology and Cell Science in 2017. She then went on to attain a Master’s in 
Biomedical Sciences in Microbiology and Immunology at Tulane University in 2018. Blythe 
matriculated at Tufts Dental the following fall to achieve her lifelong dream of becoming a 
dentist. 

During her time at TUSDM, Blythe was afforded many opportunities, such as being a four-
year member of the Tufts Chapters of the Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) and the 
American Association of Women Dentists (AAWD) and a teaching assistant for Fixed 
Prosthodontics. During her four years with AGD, she served as community service chair 
and president and throughout her time as an AAWD member, she served as D22 class 
liaison, academic chair, and president, where she was able to channel her passion for 
building up women of all backgrounds, especially within the field of dentistry. She also 
achieved Dean’s List status for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 year and completed an 
externship with Tampa Family Health Centers in her fourth year, where she worked with 
underserved populations for five weeks in Tampa, FL. Blythe also received the Thomas B. 
Hunt Scholarship.

Outside of school and clinic work, Blythe spent her time with her dog, Spur; skiing and 
hiking; trying new craft beer; cheering on the Gators, Saints, and Red Sox; and exploring 
the New England area. 

Blythe would like to thank her parents, sister, all of her family, friends, and boyfriend for  
 their unwavering love and support throughout her educational endeavors, starting from  
 age ten when she decided she would pursue dentistry. Without that “village,” these nine  
 years of advanced education would have been unthinkable and impossible. 

She would also like to thank Drs. Mary Karish-Dodge, Mark Caddell, and Alan Epstein for carrying team Exeter through the highs and lows 
of clinic; Dr. Mark Lerman for sharing his passion for oral pathology; Dr. David Leader for excellence in emergency dentistry; and Dr. 
Samah Bukhari for kindness and love for endodontics. Additionally, she would like to thank Flavio, Romell, Sarita, and Sidney for 
showing patience and kindness to the D22 class as they entered clinic and throughout their time as TUSDM clinicians. Blythe would also 
like to thank her POD member and “little,” Sammi Wood, for being her clinic champion through it all, from assisting to QA runs, endless 
120 exams to roster reviews, and most of all through friendship. Finally, Blythe would like to thank her class for an incredible four years 
filled with laughs and triumphs. 

After graduation, Blythe plans to complete a one-year advanced education in general dentistry residency in Denver, CO, followed by 
associateship in the New England area or wherever an opportunity presents itself. 

Ozair Ferozuddin, D2022 

Blythe Ferguson, D2022 
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Ayelet was born and raised in New York and graduated from Stern College for Women with 
a Bachelor of Arts in biology. Ayelet always knew she wanted to be a dentist. Her care for 
others and wanting to make everyone smile was always a passion. After shadowing and 
interning different dentists, Ayelet set out on her journey to Tufts Dental.  

Ayelet’s path through life and dental school would not be possible without the 
unconditional love and support of her loving husband, Chaim, her beautiful baby boy, AJ, 
and the unwavering support of her parents, Daniel and Shelly Deutsch. She is forever 
grateful for all they have done to help make her dreams come true. Her parents helped 
shape who she is today: a strong, independent woman.  

Ayelet would also like to express her gratitude to her siblings and niece and nephew, 
Tzippy, Brian, Asher, Eliana, Zahava, Alan, Yoni, and Mel, for all the motivation they give 
her daily to succeed.  

Ayelet would like to take a moment above all to thank her husband, Chaim. It is his love, 
encouragement, and spirit that pushed Ayelet this far. Ayelet appreciates all his help and 
sacrifice to care for their baby and knows she would not be here today without everything 
he does for their family.  

And to her precious baby AJ, Ayelet would like to thank him for being the cutest little baby 
to come home to everyday and keeping a smile on her face.  

After graduation, Ayelet will be staying in the Boston area as a general dentist in 
 private practice.  

Jenna was raised in Augusta, Maine and received a B.S. in Biology from Stonehill College in 
2016. She spent two years working as a dental assistant and an online English teacher 
prior to moving to Boston to pursue her dental education at Tufts.  

During dental school, Jenna was a teaching assistant for Dental Anatomy and the 
Dorchester Group Practice. She also volunteered through several different organizations. 
Jenna was a recipient of the Northeast Delta Dental Endowed Scholarship as well.  

Jenna spent part of her third year of dental school becoming a 200-hour certified yoga 
instructor. In her free time, she enjoys meditating, practicing yoga, hiking with her dog, 
Annie, and running. 

Jenna would like to thank the Dorchester Group Practice Coordinators for being wonderful 
mentors and her family for being constant support throughout the years.  

Ayelet Futran, D2022 

Jenna Fongemie, D2022 
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Arman was born in Iran and moved to Atlanta, GA when he was six months old. He attended 
the University of Georgia where he received his B.S. in Psychology and Biology. His college 
gave him all the resources and opportunities he needed to pursue a career in dentistry. 
“Go Dawgs!”

During his time at Tufts, Arman worked as a CPR instructor and at the front desk of the 
library. He received the Tufts Merit Scholarship throughout his time at Tufts, as well as the 
Tufts University Dental Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship. His father is a 
distinguished academic, and Arman attributes his scholarly capabilities to him. The most 
memorable dental school experience was a week-long service trip to Jamaica with the 
wonderful global service-learning group to provide dental care to the underserved 
population. Also, the experience gained at his five-week externship rotation in Tampa, FL 
was second to none. 

His journey through dental school would not be possible without the unwavering love and 
support of his parents, Roya and Ahmad. He would also like to thank his brother, Ramin, 
and his two sisters, Ana and Romina, for their constant encouragement and support 
throughout the process. Arman is grateful for the friendships he developed, especially 
UFW, and the journey he took alongside them. The instruction and guidance he received 
from the many faculty members is priceless. They are his heroes for imparting such 
valuable lessons, skills, and knowledge. Additionally, he thanks the DPAs, dispensary, and 
clinical staff.

Arman is grateful to Tufts and Boston for having shown him a world of opportunity. Following graduation, Arman will begin a general 
practice residency at Kings County Hospital Center in Brooklyn, NY. As he moves on, he will always remember and reflect on his time at 
TUSDM, how it made him the person he is today, and for the lifelong friendships and experiences it has created. 

He would like to congratulate each and every one of his fellow classmates for achieving this challenging milestone! 

Ashley was born in NH and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii. She returned to New England for 
college, where she attended the University of New Hampshire in Durham, NH. She 
graduated from UNH summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences: 
Medical and Veterinary Sciences and a minor in Psychology in 2018 and went on to 
matriculate into the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine class of 2022.  

During her time at TUSDM, Ashley was honored to be recognized on the Dean’s List each 
semester for her academic achievement. She is the grateful recipient of the Tufts Merit 
Scholarship, the Dean’s research scholarship, the Dr. Frank D. Kasparian, A58, D61 
Scholarship, and the Erling Johansen, D49, and Inger Johansen Student Aid Fund. Ashley 
was involved in a variety of extracurricular activities during her time at TUSDM, but 
particularly enjoyed serving as her class’s Canvas Coordinator and being involved in 
research throughout her four years.  

Ashley was a two-time recipient of the Massachusetts Dental Association and American 
Student Dental Association Public Health Research Award for her poster presentation at 
TUSDM Bates Andrews Research Day and was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews 
Research Honor Society in 2020. She also went on to give an oral presentation of her 
research at the International Association for Dental Research Oral Health Equity & 
Healthcare Partnerships Symposium in 2021. She would like to pay special thanks to all 
the faculty that have supported her research throughout her time at TUSDM, including Dr. 
John Morgan, Dr. Matthew Finkelman, Dr. Shruti Jain, and Professor Eileen Doherty  

Ashley would also like to recognize all of the faculty that have supported her and provided guidance in her pursuit of postgraduate 
training in oral and maxillofacial surgery, including Dr. David Paul, Dr. Steven Rubin, Dr. Joey Chang, Dr. Constantinos Laskarides, Dr. 
Ellen Patterson, Dr. Irina Dragan, and Dr. Karin Arsenault. Their willingness to support her application to postgraduate training means the 
world to her.  

Finally, Ashley would like to thank the people closest to her who have given her unconditional love and support on this academic journey. 
Her Mem and Pep, her parents and stepdad, her siblings, her best friends, and her loving fiancé and his parents. She feels inexplicably 
grateful to have had them all by her side in the good times and bad.   

Following graduation, Ashley is very excited to be continuing her education in a six-year oral and maxillofacial surgery residency at Emory 
University in Atlanta, Georgia.   

“To my beautiful D22 family, congratulations on all of your accomplishments, we did it!!”   

Arman Ghafarian, D2022 

Ashley Gagnon, D2022 
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Devin is a native of Merrimack, New Hampshire. Son to Urban and Kristine Gillis, brother to 
Logan and Brennen, Devin grew up in a loving close-knit family. He graduated magna cum 
laude from the University of New Hampshire where he received his Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Science. He was introduced to dentistry by his dentist, Dr. Mark Morris of 
Merrimack Smiles. After spending much of his breaks shadowing the oral surgeons of 
Greene and Torio Oral Surgery and Implantology, Devin has decided to pursue a career in 
oral and maxillofacial surgery following dental school.  

During his time at TUSDM, Devin has participated in various clubs including serving as 
president of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Club. In addition to his work with the OMFS 
club, Devin served as a Tisch Summer Fellow with community service work geared toward 
their project, Service with a Smile, a non-profit with the mission of providing affordable 
dental care to veterans of the Greater Boston area who are at risk of homelessness. 
Working alongside faculty mentors, Kathryn Dolan, Nancy Marks, and Dr. Gerard Kugel, 
and partnering with the New England Center and Homes for Veterans as well as Brighton 
Marine, Devin helped to deliver affordable dental care to veterans in need. While at Tufts, 
Devin was also a recipient of the Northeast Delta Dental Endowed Scholarship.

Devin would like to give special thanks to all of the Practice Coordinators of Group Atlantic, 
past and present, for their dedication to his education. He would also like to give special 
thanks to Dr. Steven Rubin and Dr. Joey Chang for their mentorship and inspiration for 
pursuing a career in oral surgery. In addition, he would like to thank the oral surgery 
residents for taking him in and showing all that the incredible field has to offer. Devin is  

 truly grateful for all of his mentors that have helped him along the way.  

To his dental school friends, dental school would not have been the same without them. They have been through a lot together in these 
past four years, and the bonds he has formed with them will last forever.  

Last but not least, Devin would like to give thanks to his family. To his parents – Urban and Kristine, he is grateful to have been raised to 
never give up on his dreams, no matter what stands in his way. And finally, Devin would like to thank his fiancée, Kadianne, for being by 
his side through the long and stressful journey through dental school. Although this is just the beginning, he looks forward to the 
incredible life that lies ahead.  

Upon graduation, Devin will be attending oral and maxillofacial surgery residency at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  

Adel grew up in Staten Island, New York. In 2015, Adel graduated with his Bachelor’s in 
Dental Surgery from Misr International University in Cairo, Egypt. After graduating, Adel 
completed a year’s residency providing care to the underprivileged around Cairo while 
enhancing his skills. Upon returning to NYC, Adel began working at the office of Dr. Amr 
Moursi, president elect of the AAPD. He later began teaching and became the Academic 
Dean at a small college in NYC before his acceptance to the Tufts International D.M.D. 
program. He worked with “Give Back a Smile” to help restore smiles of victims of domestic 
violence with AACD. While at Tufts, Adel served as the president of the African Diaspora 
United organization (ADU), an organization founded to unite students of African descent.   

Adel would like to thank all the faculty and staff members that helped him during his 
journey at Tufts. Adel is particularly thankful to Dr. Maha Qari and Dr. Francois Fisselier for 
both challenging and guiding him.   

Adel would like to extend a “thank you” to his two dental mentors, Dr. Amr Moursi and Dr. 
Leonard Umanoff. Their guidance and mentorship knew no bounds, and the time and effort 
invested helped form the D.M.D. and man graduating from TUSDM. Standing on the 
shoulders of giants, Adel hopes to continue the tradition of excellent care and service to 
one’s community and beyond.   

Finally, Adel would like to give his deepest gratitude to God and his loved ones. Adel’s 
siblings, Mohamed, Jasmine IS20, and Mostafa IS21, who are also dentists have always 
been role models both in the field and in life. Adel’s niece, Zaina, is an inspiration to him, 

as she was born when he began his journey at Tufts. Adel’s father, Hakim, has been the ultimate support throughout his life and journey 
at Tufts always encouraging him to push his limits. Adel’s mother, Mona, is his greatest inspiration. Mona’s spirit, strength, service to 
others, and wisdom have always defined who he is as a person. Adel would like to thank all those mentioned and those who have not 
been mentioned by name but were integral to where he is now (and his dog, Apollo).   

Devin Gillis, D2022 

Adel Ghanem, DI2022 
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Monique was born in Pennsylvania and moved to South Florida where she completed 
middle and high school. She then went on the earn a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology 
at Nova Southeastern University in 2013. She then graduated magna cum laude from 
Larkin University where she earned a Master of Science degree in Biomedical Sciences in 
2015. At Tufts, Monique was a recipient of the Barbara and Thomas J. Swift, A59, D63 Term 
Scholarship.

Monique would like to thank her family and friends for their ceaseless support while she 
completed her journey in dental school. She especially thanks her parents, Melodie and 
Barry, for their unconditional love and support and helping to take care of her daughter, 
Aria. Monique would also like to honor her fiancé, Dylan, for his continuous love, support, 
patience, and encouragement, as well as taking care of their daughter, Aria, and flying with 
her up to Boston whenever time permitted. Monique would also like to thank her siblings 
for their unwavering support and words of encouragement. Without their love and support, 
her accomplishment would have been impossible. Monique also sends a special “thank 
you” to her class president and colleague, Dr. Romina Aznavaleh, for all her hard work and 
dedication to the class of 2022 and allowing this journey to run smoothly. 

Monique would like to thank all the faculty and staff members here at TUSDM that have 
contributed to all the skills that she now possesses to be an exceptional dentist. She 
would like to especially thank both Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. Robert Kasberg for 
their unconditional support and guidance throughout her entire dental career. She would 
also like to thank Dr. E. Leo Whitworth Jr. for being her mentor since her first year, along 

with all of the Group Practice Coordinators of Atlantic, Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and Karen Wallach. Lastly, Monique would like to 
thank Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Sheldon Yunes, Boris Bacanurschi, Francois Fisselier, and Shivani Patel for their patience and guidance during 
her clinical procedures. They helped her establish esthetic and functional demands for her patients. Lastly but not least, she wants to 
thank her friends and now colleagues, Dr. Djenane Lemaire, Dr. Lourdes Brizard, Dr. Valeria Ogero, Dr. Takiya Jefferson, Dr. Yadelie 
Beauvil, Dr. Daniel Boateng, Dr. Keith January, and Dr. Michael Jordan for their unconditional support throughout this journey. 

After graduation, Monique plans to work as a general dentist in a private practice and plans to open her own private practices in the near 
future. 

Shivum was born and raised in Old Bridge, New Jersey. He graduated from Rutgers 
University-New Brunswick in 2016 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Public Health. He 
obtained a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences at Rutgers University-Newark. He was actively 
involved in the KinderSmile Foundation, led a brigade abroad to Peru with Medlife, and 
volunteered his time with Alternative Breaks and Global Brigades. He then went on to 
pursue his dental education at TUSDM. At Tufts, Shivum was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred 
Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship. 

 Shivum is entirely grateful for all the clinical opportunities and hands-on experiences he 
attained in his education while at Tufts. Shivum showed significant growth over his years 
at Tufts, especially during his five-week externship at Lynn Community Health Center. He is 
grateful for his Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr. Lorena Alex, Dr. Alberto 
Sarmiento, Dr. Alex Miele, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, for guiding him in his clinical education at 
TUSDM. He is also thankful for his DPA, Tangy Person, and his Charlestown classmates. 
Shivum would also like to extend his appreciation for the extensive support from his 
parents and sister in New Jersey during his time in dental school. Shivum would not have 
come this far without all their support. 

Next year, Shivum will be attending a general practice residency at BronxCare, New York to 
further his dental training. 

Monique Gordon, D2022 

Shivum Gohil, D2022 
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Adam was born and raised in the Chicago area. He attended the University of Pittsburgh 
where he graduated magna cum laude in 2018, with a B.S. degree in Natural Sciences and 
minors in both Chemistry and Social Work.  

Adam was honored to be the accepted into the United States Air Force Health Profession 
Scholarship Program and commissioned as an USAF officer upon entering TUSDM. Adam 
earned recognition on the Dean’s List for every year at Tufts and was actively involved in 
the TUSDM Military Dental Club, where he served as co-president and lead numerous 
events in support of Massachusetts and other U.S military veterans.  

Adam is profoundly grateful for the many mentors who guided and encouraged him 
throughout dental school. These mentors include Dr. Charles Rankin, Dr. James Murphy, Dr. 
Mark Lerman, Dr. Steven Rubin, Dr. Rebecca Lufler, Dr. Christina Pastan, Dr. Poonam Soi, 
Dr. Edward Fidrocki, and the Reverend Daniel Bell.  

Above all, Adam would like to thank his family for making graduation possible: his parents, 
David and Anita Grobart; his grandparents, Dr. Donald (late) and Roberta Charous and Mr. 
Allen (late) and Renee Grobart; his siblings, Jeremy, Elizabeth, Sam, Jessica, and Josh; and 
his entire extended family. This journey would not be nearly as exciting without their 
unwavering support, enthusiasm, and love.   

After graduation, Adam will be continuing his education as a USAF officer at David Grant 
Medical Center – Travis Air Force Base - in Fairfield, California, as an oral and maxillofacial 
surgery resident.  

Stephen grew up in Cheshire, Connecticut. He graduated from the University of Colorado at 
Boulder with a B.A. in Environmental Science in 2013. Stephen changed career paths and 
continued his education, getting an M.S. in Biomedical Science at Tufts before starting at 
TUSDM, now making him a “Double Jumbo”.   

Stephen would like to express his gratitude to all the Tufts faculty and staff who have been 
a part of his education, especially the Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. 
Ilenia Gonzalez, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, who served as excellent mentors, as well as Dr. 
Ronald Davitt, who was always an absolute pleasure to work with.   

Most of all, Stephen would like to thank his family for their continuing love, support, and 
encouragement, with a special thanks to his father, Randy Greenberg, D.M.D., for helping 
him through dental school, always willing to offer advice and inspiration. 

Stephen is immensely proud to be graduating as a member of the Class of 2022 and would 
like to extend congratulations to each and every classmate. “The Class of 2022 always 
displayed kindness and support throughout all the challenges we faced together, and I will 
be forever grateful.” 

Following graduation, Stephen will be joining his family’s dental practice in Wallingford, 
Connecticut. 

Adam Grobart, D2022

Stephen Greenberg, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  50

.

Mehrnaz was born and raised in Tehran, Iran and moved to Princeton, New Jersey at the 
age of 18, where she has since called home. Mehrnaz received her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology at Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ, followed by a Master’s degree in 
Biomedical Sciences at Rutgers University. During the time of her bachelor’s and master’s 
studies, she worked as a dental assistant in Plainsboro, NJ. Soon after, Mehrnaz was 
fortunate enough to pursue dentistry at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. At 
Tufts, Mehrnaz was a recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship.

Mehrnaz is grateful for a very memorable four years at Tufts. Some of her most memorable 
moments were in the clinic where she had the opportunity to see her first patients. The 
clinic is where she felt all the hard work in the last 12 years was paying off, as she was 
taking on the role that she wanted to be responsible for in her future community. She 
would like to extend her greatest appreciation to the numerous faculty members and staff 
she had the pleasure of working with and learned from during her time at school. She 
would like to especially express her gratitude to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, 
Alex Miele, and Lorena Alex, for their guidance and inspiration throughout her years in 
clinic. 

Mehrnaz would also like to thank her parents, Fatemeh and Mehrdad, for their 
unconditional love, commitment, and support and for always striving to provide a better 
future for their kids. Without them, she would not be where she is today. She would like to 
thank her brother, Mehrtash, for being her biggest fan and a great support while their 
parents were living in Iran. Finally, Mehrnaz would like to give the biggest “thank you” to 

 her aunt, Dr. Marjan Habibian, who introduced her to her love for dentistry. Without her  
 advice and mentorship, Mehrnaz would not have found her true passion. 

 Following graduation, Mehrnaz will be working in a private practice as a general dentist. 

Shikha was born in Chicago, Illinois. She attended Nova Southeastern University for 
college and earned her Bachelor of Science in Biology and minored in Business.  

During her time at TUSDM, Shikha had the pleasure of serving on the executive boards of 
the Alpha Omega (AO) Fraternity, the American Student Dental Association (ASDA), and the 
Academy of General Dentistry (AGD), where she held the position of the Vice President. She 
was also a member of the American Association of Women in Dentistry (AAWD). Shikha is 
also a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship for the 2020-2021 academic year and the 
General Dental Scholarship.

Shikha would like to thank her parents, Sheila and Akshay, who have sacrificed so much 
for her to achieve her degree today. They were essential to her success, and it is because of 
their daily support, encouragement, and love that she was able to achieve all that she has 
today. She would especially like to thank her mother for the daily phone calls and endless 
advice and for being there to keep her grounded. Shikha is also very thankful for her sister, 
Ruchi, who has always been there to cheer her on and be a shoulder to lean on.  

Shikha would like to express her gratitude to the tremendous administration, faculty, and 
staff at Tufts for their continuous assistance, patience, and encouragement over the last 
four years. She extends a huge “thank you” to her Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex 
Miele, Dr. Denisa Stasa, Dr. Karen Wallach, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Alberto 
Sarmiento, for their continuous mentorship and for challenging her to become the best 
clinician she can. She would like to express her gratitude to the patients she has had 

 throughout her time at Tufts—it is with their patience and understanding that she has been  
 able to grow throughout her time here. Lastly, Shikha would like to thank all of friends at  
 TUSDM for making it through this journey together. Upon graduation, Shikha will be 
 completing her AEGD at Texas A&M Baylor College of Dentistry.

Mehrnaz Habibian, D2022 

Shikha Gupta, D2022 
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Amira was born and raised in Dallas, Texas by her lovely parents, Lisa and Mohamed, and 
grandparents, Vera and Willie. She pursued her undergraduate degree and received a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of Texas at San Antonio in 2014, 
followed by a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2017. While at 
Tufts, Amira was a recipient of the General Dental Scholarship. After completing her life-
long dream of receiving her D.M.D. at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Amira will 
be the first dentist and doctor of her family. 

First, Amira would like to thank God for every obstacle and challenge that He has seen her 
through. Without Him, she would not have made it this far, nor exceeded her expectations 
to become a great dentist. Every step of her journey was Christ-led, and she now 
understands why her original plans were interceded by His plans. Amira would also like to 
acknowledge and thank her village of support, because without them, this journey would 
have seemed impossible to get through. She would like to give a special “thank you” to her 
mother, Lisa, who was the backbone of Amira’s journey to where she is today. She has 
always been there to support, give advice, shed light in any situation, and be a prime 
example of what strength looks like. Amira also extends special thanks to her father, 
Mohamed, who never allowed her to lose sight of what is important and always made sure 
she stayed “focused”. He has been the foundation of teaching her the fundamentals of life 
and how to navigate through. Not to mention her brother, MJ, who has always been in 
Amira’s corner cheering her on and holding her accountable for her actions and words. She 
is forever grateful to have him in her life. She also thanks her grandparents, Willie and 

Vera, who never left her side by always showing up and stepping up. The list goes on, but she does not want to fail to mention her Aunt 
Karol, London, Guy, Uncle Marc, and all her family who have always been supportive and gave encouraging words to stick to her journey 
of becoming a dentist. Last but certainly not least, Amira thanks her friends who have been there from the beginning and have continued 
to support her, as well as the new friends she has made along the way with whom she has created lifelong friendships. She would not 
have made it this far without out their prayers and uplifting words, and she just wants to say, “Thank you and I love you!” 

Amira would also like to extend her deep appreciation for those who went above and beyond to help her becoming a clinical provider in 
Back Bay. Specifically, she appreciates the clinical staff, DPAs, and Practice Coordinators. Upon graduation, Amira will begin her career as 
a general dentist. 

Narine is from Yerevan, Armenia. She earned her B.D.S. degree in 2010 at Mkhitar Heratsi 
Yerevan State Medical University. After graduating from dental school, Narine practiced as 
a general dentist for three years before moving to the U.S.A. with her family in 2013. She 
worked as a dental assistant for almost six years in Brooklyn, NY. In 2019, Narine moved to 
Boston to continue her dental education at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. At 
Tufts, Narine was a recipient of the Dr. Charles P. Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship and the Dr. 
Vagharshag Albertian Scholarship. In her free time, she enjoys traveling, playing different 
sports, listening to music, and of course, singing. 

Narine is so excited and proud to be a part of the Tufts family. Being an international 
dentist is a great opportunity to meet people from different cultures and make friends with 
them. She would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry, the amazing international program 
director, for choosing her class to be a proud member of the Tufts community. After 
graduating, Narine will take with her not only a great experience but also very valuable 
memories that she built with her classmates during this short period of time. 

After graduation Narine will continue her education at GPR program in New York State at 
Woodhull Hospital. 

Amira Hamed, D2022 

Narine Hambardzumyan, DI2022 
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Immersing himself immediately with the community, Georgios Hatzipetrou had a very 
fulfilling experience at the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. Georgios graduated 
and received a Bachelor of Science in Biology from UMass Amherst and entered dental 
school excited to embark on the next chapter of his life. Learning about several classmates’ 
backgrounds and stories, Georgios cared deeply about his colleagues and established 
lifelong relationships. His best memories are forever vested within the trips and time spent 
with all his different classmates. 

Upon starting classes, Georgios immediately got involved with several clubs and 
extracurriculars. He joined ASDA Wellness where he became co-president his fourth year, 
helping promote fitness and health to dental students throughout all classes. He 
participated in research projects throughout his four years of dental school. He spent 
several summer and school hours in the lab of his great mentor, Dr. Driss Zoukhri, 
researching Sjogren’s disease. He also helped Dr. Athena Papas, another wonderful 
mentor, with several of her own research projects on Sjogren’s disease. Georgios was also 
an active member of the New England Hellenic Medical and Dental Society Tufts Chapter 
and became the president of this club by his fourth year.  

As a resident of the Tufts Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences library, Georgios spent 
the majority of his life on the fourth and sixth floor of the library and wants to give a 
special “thank you” to the facility and the housekeeping and custodial staff. To all those 
library-loyal students and his study cubicle and table neighbors, he extends special thanks 
for making all those hours doable. 

Before entering dental school, Georgios was advised by an older wise soul to find a small and dependable friend group that would help 
him get through all of the academic and clinical challenges of dental school. Georgios was involved in a very special trio of friends, 
including Michael Mariano and Wesley Son, two incredibly passionate students and clinical practitioners who were loyal to each other’s 
success and demanded excellence. The three of them rode through dental school together and will continue to do so through whatever 
post-graduation brings each of them.  

Georgios is extremely grateful for the unprecedented family support sustaining his dental school journey. Luckily, growing up just 20 
minutes outside Boston in Wellesley, MA, school already felt like home to him, and family days and food deliveries were common 
occurrences. 

Finally, Georgios wants to thank his main motivation to accomplish all his goals in dental school, Marina Kanakos. Meeting her the first 
week of dental school spurred four years of self-improvement and growth and is a big reason why Georgios will matriculate at the 
University of Pennsylvania for an oral and maxillofacial surgery residency with the hope of pursuing facial cosmetics after.

Bishoy was born in Tripoli, Libya, and moved to the United States at the age of 9. His 
parents are originally from Egypt, and Bishoy visited Egypt with his parents during the 
summers as a child before moving to the United States. Bishoy graduated from Rutgers 
State University in New Jersey with a B.A. degree in Biology and Psychology with a minor in 
Chemistry. Bishoy also earned a Master’s degree in Biomedical Science from Rutgers 
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences. At Tufts, Bishoy was a recipient of the Dr. Charles 
P. Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship.

Bishoy is very thankful for his journey at TUSDM. Dental school was challenging, but most 
definitely rewarding. The countless hours he spent in preclinic along with his classmates 
working to develop his hand skills are his most memorable moments. Being able to learn 
from his classmates and watching each other continue to grow and progress is one of the 
most rewarding moments that stood out to Bishoy.  

It is important not to forget the individuals that contributed to the journey. Foremost, 
Bishoy is thankful for God’s blessings, who always provided him with great opportunities. 
Bishoy would like to express to gratitude for everyone that helped him reach this milestone 
in his life. His success is a direct reflection of his parent’s hard work and the support of his 
family and friends.  

Following graduation, Bishoy will be completing a General Practice Residency at Stony 
Brook University Hospital.  

Georgios Hatzipetrou, D2022 

Bishoy Hanna, D2022 
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Carlos was born in Cd. Juarez, Mexico and raised in Huntington, Indiana. He attended 
Indiana University, where he earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Kinesiology with a 
minor in Chemistry in 2016. He then proceeded to get his Master’s of Science in Biology 
from Purdue University in 2018 before starting with the class of 2022 at TUSDM. Carlos 
was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

While at Tufts, Carlos had the pleasure of exploring various aspects of dentistry including 
leadership opportunities, community outreach, and teaching opportunities. Carlos was 
involved in various community service activities and organizations such as the Hispanic 
Dental Association (HDA), Give Kids A Smile (GKAS), and One Health. As a way of advancing 
his and his fellow students’ understanding of clinical courses, Carlos was selected and 
worked as a teaching assistant for Dental Anatomy, Dental Medicine, and CPR courses. 
Not only was he greatly involved at school, but Carlos was also given the title of  
D22@elist.tufts.edu and became famously known around TUSDM as Carlos from the email. 
To this day, his name still is attached to the email and will sadly be retired once the class of 
2022 graduates.  

Carlos is grateful for the exceptional academic and clinical training he has received at Tufts 
and would like to thank the dedicated faculty and staff for their support and commitment 
to his dental education. He would like to give special thanks to Dr. Linda Marinello and Dr. 
Martha Forero for their mentorship while at TUSDM. Carlos also expresses appreciation 
and is especially thankful to his clinical instructors, in particular Group Dorchester’s 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, and Rebekah Boral, all of 

 whom have supported him and provided him guidance in his development as a competent  
 clinician.  

Carlos would like to especially thank his parents, Violeta Hernandez and Ricardo Hernandez, for making the difficult decision to move to 
the U.S. and provide a better future for their family. He is also thankful for his sisters, Samantha and Margaret Hernandez, for their 
continuing support throughout school. Finally, he is very thankful for his girlfriend, Maggie Lies, for being so caring and keeping him 
motivated throughout school. He is excited to share and celebrate this great accomplishment with them. “Infinitas Gracias familia, el 
triunfo es nuestro!”  

After graduation, Carlos plans to practice as a general dentist in a private practice near Chicago, IL. He looks forward to providing the 
highest standard of care to his patients.  

Kyle graduated from Gordon College, where he double majored and received a B.S. degree 
in Biology and Chemistry in 2017. After graduating from Gordon College Kyle attended the 
Tufts University School of Medicine Master’s in Biomedical Sciences program and received 
his M.S. degree in 2018. 

Kyle would like to thank his PCs in the Dorchester Clinic and the faculty members that 
helped him in the preclin setting. Kyle was able to go on a global service-learning outreach 
trip to Jamaica during his second year of dental school and provide dental care to multiple 
areas on the island. Kyle enjoyed his five-week externship at the Harvard Street 
Neighborhood Health Center in Dorchester, Massachusetts during his third year of school. 
Kyle was awarded a four-year scholarship to dental school from the U.S. Navy Dental Corp 
and was a recipient of the  Garly Q., J75, and William B. Chan, D75A, DG82, D10P, DG13P, 
DG13P, Term Scholarship.

Kyle would like to thank his classmates over the years who helped him get through it all. 
He made many friendships over the past four years, and the memories they have together 
will last a lifetime. He wishes the best of luck and success to everyone moving forward in 
their careers.  

Lastly, he would like to give a special thanks to his parents, Andy and Kathie Hayes; his 
sister, Kasey Hayes; and his mentor since college, Dr. Richard Catrambone, who motivated 
him to go to dental school. 

After graduation, Kyle will be commissioned as a Lieutenant in the US Navy. 

Carlos Hernandez, D2022 

Kyle A. Hayes, D2022 
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Benton was born in Wichita, KS and raised in Kansas City, MO. In 2017, he received a B.S. 
in Biology from Truman State University. At TUSDM, Benton served as the class social chair 
for the D22 Class. He was also a recipient of the Elliot L. Packman, D.M.D., D70, Endowed 
Scholarship.

Benton would like to thank the Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Dr. 
Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Erick Gomez, and Dr. Rebekah Boral, for their mentorship while at 
TUSDM. Lastly, Benton would like to thank his family for their unwavering support through 
his educational career. 

After graduation, Benton will work as a general dentist in Houston, Texas. 

Chris grew up in Edwardsville, IL. He received his Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences 
at Illinois State University and his Master’s in Medical Sciences from Mississippi College. 

Chris remained very active while at Tufts. He had the privilege of serving all four years as 
the Class Vice President, an active member of the Student National Dental Association, and 
the Treasurer of the Parent-Student Group. During his “free” time, he conducted research, 
and would often spend time at the local homeless and domestic violence shelters to 
provide oral hygiene workshops. He also remained as an active teaching assistant in 
various courses, as well as the emergency clinic. Chris was a recipient of the Dr. James E. 
Royer, D78, Endowed Scholarship. 

Chris and his wife welcomed two beautiful children, Kamille and Charlie Hines, during his 
time at Tufts. Often, he will attest that one of his greatest accomplishments while in school 
was raising his children. Chris considers every day at Tufts a privilege, as it took nine years 
for him to be accepted into dental school. He remains incredibly grateful for all the faculty, 
staff, administration, classmates, and others who have all helped to shape the individual 
he has become. He extends a special “thank you” to Dr. Robert Kasberg and Dr. Jeanette 
Sabir-Holloway for believing in his dreams and helping bring them to fruition. 

Chris would like to dedicate his degree most importantly, to his family, especially to his 
wife, mother, and late father, who continuously provided unconditional love, 
encouragement, and support throughout the last four years of school. Finally, Chris would 
like to give all praise, honor, and glory to God for guiding and keeping him down this path, 

 continually answering prayers, and blessing his family and others. 

 After graduation, Chris plans to pursue residency in oral & maxillofacial surgery. 

Benton Hoang, D2022 

Charles Christopher Hines III, D2022 
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Diana was born in Wichita, Kansas and primarily raised in West Palm Beach, FL. Before 
entering dental school, Diana was pursuing a career in architecture. It was thanks to the 
influence of her older sister, Dr. Rose Le, and Dr. Gerard Cuomo that she decided to pursue 
a future in dentistry. She ultimately went on to earn a B.S. degree in Biology from Florida 
Atlantic University in 2016 and also a Master’s degree in Biomedical Science from Barry 
University in 2018. At Tufts, she was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. 
Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

Diana considers her time at Tufts to be one of the most significant times of her life, as she 
made many life-long friendships and momentous memories living in city of Boston. There 
are also many people from TUSDM to whom Diana is grateful, and she would like to thank 
them for their guidance, support, and expertise, including the Practice Coordinators of 
Back Bay Group Practice, Dr. Maria Torres, Dr. Merelyn Hong, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and 
Dr. David Leader, as well as all the DPAs, Tommy, Valerie, and Caitlyn.  She would like to 
extend her gratitude to the prosthodontic, periodontic, operative, and endodontic faculty 
for all their guidance as well.  

Most importantly, Diana’s achievements would not be possible without her family, friends, 
and boyfriend. Diana would like to give a special thanks to her parents, Rose, Lisa, Kimmy, 
Andrew, Brandon, Adrian, and her friends for their unconditional support and strength 
throughout this dental journey. 

Erin is the youngest of three sisters and was born in Bethesda, Maryland into a military 
family whom she adores. Her father, who served in the Army, and her mother, who was a 
loving stay at home mom pursuing teaching, were the core reasons for her many successes 
in life. She grew up all over, but ultimately chose San Antonio, Texas to be her ‘hometown’ 
throughout her nomadic life. She grew up wanting to be a dentist her whole life and kept it 
as her foremost goal when applying to colleges. She was admitted with an academic 
scholarship to the illustrious Hampton University where she was an outstanding student. 
Erin graduated in 2017 magna cum laude with a B.S. degree in Biology with a 
concentration in Cellular and Molecular Biology. With a strong extracurricular background, 
research experience, and employment as a surgical dental assistant, Erin gained 
admission to TUSDM with a Tufts Merit Scholarship and a Dean’s Grant.  

As a current student in great academic standing, Erin continues to excel in her clinical 
training and as an active member of the TUSDM community. Erin worked as a teaching 
assistant both for continuing education and for pediatric dentistry. During her tenure at 
Tufts, she has been awarded the Dean’s Grant, Merit and NDA Scholarships. On top of all 
this, she has been involved outside the academic and clinical realms, as she participates 
actively and widely in the community promoting public health in children and also 
mentoring predental students through her professional social media page, DMDLoading. 
Erin will be taking all these experiences with her to East Carolina University in North 
Carolina where she will be pursuing her dreams of becoming a pediatric dentist. 

Erin would like to give a special “thank you” to Associate Dean Robert Kasberg and 
Assistant Dean Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for providing her with the opportunity to be a part of the TUSDM D22 class. She would also like to 
thank the fourth-floor clinic faculty and staff and the academic professors who played a pivotal role in her success at Tufts. Finally, she 
would like to thank all her family and friends turned into family who have been her support system and cheerleaders throughout this 
journey. She is thankful for all of God’s blessings and looking forward to this next step in her future in dentistry! 

Erin Howard, D2022 

Diana Hoang, D2022 
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Aysel was born and raised in Tehran, Iran. She earned her D.D.S. degree from Azad 
University, School of Dentistry in Tehran in 2015. Following her graduation, she started to 
practice as a general dentist in Tehran. In 2017, Aysel moved to the United States. She 
started to shadow a general dentist and passed her dental board exams. She began 
working as a dental assistant to familiarize herself with dental practice models in the 
United States. She entered the Dental International Student program at TUSDM in 2020.  

While attending TUSDM from 2020 to 2022, Aysel worked as endodontics teaching 
assistant and volunteered in endodontics clinical research. Aysel was awarded the Merit 
Scholarship for her outstanding academic performance and earned recognition on the 
Dean’s List for both years.  

First, Aysel would like to give special thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry for all his support and 
guidance and for giving her the opportunity to be a part of TUSDM family. She would also 
like to thank her amazing classmates for making this journey delightful, especially Narine 
Hambardzumyan, for always being there for her and becoming her family away from home. 
Aysel is also grateful to all the TUSDM faculty and staff, especially the Practice 
Coordinators of Group Practice Exeter, Dr. Mark Caddell, Dr. Alan Epstein, and Dr. Mary 
Karish-Dodge, for their mentorship, guidance, and support. Aysel would like to send love 
and express her deepest gratitude to her father, mother, brother, and sister for their 
unconditional love, efforts, and sacrifices through all these years to make her into the 
person that she is today. Without them, none of these would be possible.  

Lastly, Aysel would like to thank her loving husband and best friend, Amin, for his love, patience, and guidance in this difficult path. He 
has always been her biggest inspiration and mentor and has been by her side at every step of the way.  

Upon graduation, Aysel will pursue an endodontics residency program at Temple University Maurice H. Kornberg School of Dentistry in 
Philadelphia. She looks forward to the next chapter of her life and wishes the class of 2022 the best of luck! 

Rachel grew up in North Haledon, New Jersey. She graduated from Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, Ohio with a B.A. in Biology in 2018. 

Rachel would like to thank her parents, Jodi and Joe; her sister, Ryan; her cousins, Sarah 
and Peter; her Aunt Maureen; her Uncle Bob; and her grandparents for their unwavering 
support and encouragement throughout her education. She would also like to thank her 
mentor, Dr. Christina Carter, for all her help. She would like to thank her boyfriend, soon-
to-be Dr. Duncan Chapple, and their soft-coated wheaten terrier, Bear, for their 
unconditional love. 

Rachel would like to thank her Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. Rebekah Boral, Dr. Theano 
Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, and Dr. Erick Gomez, for their mentorship, guidance, and 
constant support. Rachel is grateful to them for answering all her questions. She would 
also like to thank all the faculty and staff at Tufts, specifically Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Tingyun 
Tsai, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. David Bardwell, and Dr. Peter Arsenault. They have each taught 
her important lessons in life and dentistry. She would also like to thank Mrs. Louise 
Paolucci for teaching her so many crucial practice management lessons. 

As a fourth-year student, Rachel completed her clinical externship at the Winslow Indian 
Healthcare Center in Winslow, AZ. She would like to thank the entire staff there for 
contributing to her success as a clinician. Rachel also served as a clinical teaching 
assistant in Group Practice Dorchester during which she enjoyed helping her fellow 
colleagues as much as possible. 

 After graduation, Rachel will complete a general practice residency in East Orange, NJ at  
 the New Jersey Veterans Affairs Health Care System. 

Aysel Iranparvar, DI2022 

Rachel Hudspeth, D2022 
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Austin was born in Philadelphia, PA and was raised in Philadelphia and Moorestown, NJ. 
For his undergraduate education, he attended the University of Pittsburgh, where he 
earned his B.S. degree in Biology. He then attended Rutgers University where he received a 
Master’s degree in Biomedical Science.  

During his time at Tufts, Austin served as the president of the South Asian Medical and 
Dental Association and was happy to serve and represent his community. It was an 
amazing experience to see how large of an impact dental students can have in the 
communities that they will be serving.  

Austin would like to thank the faculty at TUSDM that helped groom him and teach him his 
foundation in clinical skills. In particular, he would like to thank the Exeter Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish-Dodge, for all their 
wisdom, guidance, and mentorship during his years at Tufts. He would like to personally 
thank Dr. Robert Kasberg and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for giving him the opportunity to 
pursue his dream of dentistry at TUSDM. He would also like to thank all his classmates and 
close friends that he has made over these past four years. “You all made this journey 
unforgettable.” 

Lastly, Austin would like to thank God, his parents, siblings, and family for all their 
sacrifices, unconditional support, love, and prayers that made him the person that he is 
today. To his parents, he wants them to know that all the achievements and success that 
he has had so far are all attributed to them. They both were the measuring stick to which  

 he would compare himself and strive to be. After graduation, Austin will be returning home  
 and practicing with his dad at his practice.  

 “To the Class of 2022, thank you for the memories and best of luck in the future.”  

Dr. Nawar Issac is a Syrian American oral and maxillofacial surgeon with about fifteen years 
of successful experience. He received his dental education and surgical training in Syria, 
where he practiced for about eight years before he had to leave the country because of the 
war and move to the U.S. to do what he loves doing most in a free and safe environment.  

Nawar is a strong believer in helping people in need. While in Syria, he provided free care 
to refugees dislocated from their homes due to the war. After arriving to the U.S., he joined 
Dr. Aidee Herman in the Hispanic Dental Association, an organization that helps children in 
underserved communities dentally and educationally. Shortly thereafter, he worked with 
Professor Myron Allukian Jr., a former president of the American Public Health Association, 
on public health programs and policies and on community water fluoridation to prevent 
dental caries, “the silent neglected epidemic”, as he loves to call it.  

Nawar always wanted to make a difference and positively influence others. He started 
teaching and supervising oral surgery residents while in Syria. His passion continued and 
became more distinct after moving to the US. Under a dental limited license, he became an 
oral surgeon in five different community health centers, providing care to thousands of 
patients in the city of Boston and surrounding areas, as well as teaching and supervising 
NYU Langone AEGD residents and dental students from Harvard, Tufts, and BU in oral 
surgery procedures. Nawar is a faculty member of Harvard, Tufts, BU, and NYU Schools of 
Dental Medicine.  

Personally, Nawar loves travelling and curious to know more about deferent cultures. He  
 also enjoys music and plays the guitar.  

 Nawar is an incredibly motivated doctor who believes that learning should never stop;  
 thus, to further his education in the United States, he joined the IS program at Tufts  
 University School of Dental Medicine to receive his American D.M.D. that will help to take  
 his career and practice to the next level. 

Austin Jacob, D2022 

Nawar Issac, DI2022 
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Benas graduated from the University of Illinois at Chicago in 2016 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Biology and a minor in Anthropology. After finishing his undergraduate 
education, he worked as a clinical research coordinator at the University of Chicago 
Medical Center. He ventured out to the east coast in 2018, where he began his dental 
journey here at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. 

While attending TUSDM, Benas was privileged to be a recipient of the Tufts Merit 
Scholarship and earn recognition on the Dean’s List. He served all four years, from 2018 to 
2022, as the student elected research committee representative for his class. 

Benas is grateful for the academic and clinical education he received at Tufts. He would like 
to thank all of the faculty and staff for their support and mentorship. He would like to thank 
Dr. Andrea Zandona for serving as his research mentor. He would like to extend a special 
thanks to the clinical coordinators who stood by his class during the pandemic and helped 
them in every way possible, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mary Karish-Dodge, and Dr. Mark Caddell. 

Benas would like to thank all his friends and family for their never-ending support, for 
being there during the highs and the lows. The sincerest gratitude goes out to his loving 
parents, Edita and Evaldas, who have sacrificed more than imaginable to get him to this 
point. He would never have thought this journey possible without them and their love and 
support. They are the reason he is here. He also thanks Mitra Marvasti-Sitterly, his 
girlfriend, for the love, care, and support. 

Benas plans to pursue work in private practice and is excited to take the next step in his  
 career. 

Ola was born and raised in Glen Cove on Long Island, NY. Her family is Polish, and she was 
brought up very immersed in her heritage. Polish was her first language, and she went to 
Polish school every Saturday growing up. She attended Northeastern University and 
received a B.S. degree in Biology with a minor in Italian and Barry University for her 
Master’s in Biomedical Sciences. At Tufts, Ola was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, 
DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

Ola loves to dance, play golf with her friends and family, play tennis, and ski during the 
winter. Ola travels often and enjoys exploring other countries around the world. She visits 
her grandmother in Poland every summer.   

Ola would like to thank all the family and friends in her life that have helped her along the 
way with endless support. She thanks her parents, Marta and Robert; her brother, Maks; 
her boyfriend, Anthony; and her close friends both in and out of dental school.   

Upon graduation, Ola plans to attend a GPR program at Montefiore in New York.   

Benas Jakubauskas, D2022 

Aleksandra Ola Jakobsze, D2022 
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Keith January Jr is the 29-year-old son of Keith and Valarie January Sr. He is originally from 
Fayette, Mississippi. Keith received a B.S. in Chemistry as well as a B.S. in Biology from 
Jackson State University located in Jackson, Mississippi. He then went on to receive his 
M.S. in Medical Sciences from Mississippi College located in Clinton, Mississippi.  

Keith was elected Treasurer of the Tufts Chapter of the Student National Dental Association 
during his second year. He held that position throughout his third year. Keith was also a TA 
for both the Clinical Anatomy and Operative Dentistry courses, in addition to serving as a 
Lab Safety teaching assistant. Keith’s most memorable moments include helping younger 
students in the Clinical Anatomy lab, Preclinical lab and Simulation lab learn about the 
human body as well as their craft. Keith is a recipient of the National Health Service Corp 
Scholarship. He is also a two-time recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship. He received 
Dean’s List Honors for his first three years at Tufts as well.  

Keith would like to first thank his new wife as of May 21st, 2022, Cierra January. She is the 
main reason he was able to succeed and excel on his journey in dental school.  

Keith would like to thank Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. Robert Kasberg for being so 
instrumental in continuing his education here at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. Keith would also like to thank all three of the Exeter Practice Coordinators, Dr. 
Mary Karish-Dodge, Dr. Alan David Epstein, and Dr. Mark Caddell, for their leadership and 
continued support in molding him into a capable clinician.  

After graduation, Keith will look to serve his community through his work in a community 
 health clinic as a dental associate. 

Danny was born in Munster, Indiana—a suburb of Chicago just over the state line. He 
graduated from Loyola University Chicago, where he earned a B.S. degree in Molecular 
Biology followed by a Master’s of Science degree from Purdue University.  

Danny worked hard during dental school and achieved Dean’s List recognition during all of 
his academic years. His academic dedication also earned him the Tufts Merit Scholarship 
after his first year as well as the H. Chris Doku Professor Emeritus and Distinguished 
University Scholarship. Although academics were important to Danny, he found joy in 
teaching others and began finding ways to help those who came after him by becoming a 
TA in Dental Anatomy as well as the Medicine II and III courses. Danny was appointed head 
TA of the Medically Complex Patient Clinic at TUSDM, further honing his knowledge and 
skills with this patient population. Danny was also a member of the Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery Club, utilizing this platform to surround himself with likeminded individuals to 
learn from and to teach underclassmen with similar goals.  

Danny would like to acknowledge the outstanding faculty and staff at TUSDM. First and 
foremost, Danny would like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg for introducing TUSDM to him and 
providing the opportunity to attend this D.M.D. program. Danny’s goals would not have 
been achieved without the dedication and support of his mentors, especially those that 
helped him work towards his dream of becoming an oral surgeon. Danny specifically would 
like to thank Dr. Steven Rubin, Dr. Joey Chang, Dr. Rohit Sahdev, Dr. David Leader, Dr. 
Gülsun Gül, and Dr. Khaled Shaikhi.

Most importantly, Danny would like to thank his entire family: his parents, Daniel and Kathleen; his sister and brother-in-law, Jenna and 
John Holzhauser; his uncles and cousins, Dr. Nicholas Pallotto, Dr. Anthony Pallotto, Dr. Josephine Chang, and Dr. Lee Jameson; and his 
amazing fiancée, Grace Howe and her family, Terry, Tawny, Garrett, Gabe, Graham. His drive and motivation were continually renewed 
with the support and patience they all showed with him through the challenges he faced. Danny would like to dedicate his dental 
education to his late grandfather, Dr. Romeo A. Pallotto, and uncle, Dr. David Jameson, two dentists who selflessly served our country.

Danny will be taking his talents to Arizona to advance his education as he begins a residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Banner 
University Health in Phoenix!

Keith January, D2022 

Danny Jameson, D2022 
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Takiya was born and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas where she graduated with honors from 
the historic Little Rock Central High. Upon graduating, she attended the #1 HBCU in the 
nation, Spelman College. During her matriculation, she became a scholar for the Increasing 
Diversity in Dentistry Pipeline Initiative, served as a member of the Morehouse 
Cheerleading Squad for four years, and participated in various organizations such as the 
Pre-Dental Society and Chemistry Club. She also served the local Atlanta area through 
various service hours and philanthropic endeavors that further aided in her desire to 
become a dentist. Takiya then attained a B.S. in Chemistry and graduated with honors.  

With her passion for dentistry still in her heart and a desire to serve her community, she 
returned home and worked as a dental assistant for over two years at LR Family Dental. 
While there, Takiya was often praised for her eagerness to learn and innate ability to 
master new skills. From there, she then went on to attend an Interprofessional Health-Post 
Baccalaureate Certificate Program at the University of California San Francisco School of 
Dentistry. There she broadened her skills in biomedical sciences and collaborated with 
medical and pharmaceutical programs.  

Upon completing her certification, she went on to attend Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. During her tenure, she was a devoted member of the Student National Dental 
Association serving as the Diversity Initiatives Chair, participated in the Esthetics Selective 
Program, and served as both a teaching assistant and Admissions Ambassador.   

Takiya gives all glory to God who put the dream of dentistry in her heart as a young girl and 
protected, provided, and kept her throughout this entire experience. For when days looked rough and times were trying, it was his grace 
and mercy that carried her through. She would also like to acknowledge Dr. Robert Kasberg, and her Group Fairfield Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Frank DeCaro, and Ilenia Gonzalez. She gives special recognition to Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, who 
served as her mentor; both her thoughtfulness and tough love were always needed. Additionally, she would like to thank her classmates 
turned forever friends for the love and support they provided. To be able to find a sense of home and community in each of them is 
something she does not take lightly. She would be remiss if she did not recognize her lifelong friends and boyfriend who cheered her on 
every step of the way. Her support system is flawless and for that she says, “thank you”. Lastly but certainly not least, Takiya would like to 
dedicate this degree to both her Mother and Grandmother. Their unwavering love, continuous encouragement, sacrifices, and most of all 
prayers do not go unnoticed or without applause. Both have served as a continuous reminder that her heart’s desires were always within 
reach. This dream was not possible without them. After graduation, she will go on to work as a general dentist.   

“Congratulations, Class of 2022! We did it!” 

Shahin grew up in San Francisco, California, where he graduated from San Francisco State 
University with the Bachelor of Science in Microbiology and a minor in Chemistry. After 
finishing his undergraduate studies, Shahin moved to Arizona, where he obtained his 
Master’s degree in Biomedical Science from Midwestern University School of Health and 
Science. After graduating from Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in May of 2022, 
Shahin will be the first dentist in his family. Following graduation, Shahin will be working 
in a private practice, where he plans to focus on aesthetic and cosmetic dentistry. At Tufts, 
Shahin was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed 
Scholarship. 

Shahin would like to thank all the TUSDM members, faculty, and staff for their tremendous 
expertise in helping him become a better clinician, as well as their tireless efforts to 
persevere through the challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic created. Shahin would 
especially like to thank his mom, Shirin Bahari; his dad, Masoud Javidi; and his uncle, 
Ahmad Bahari, for their unconditional love and support, without which none of this would 
have been possible. Shahin would also like to thank his fiancée, Pouneh, for her 
unconditional love and support. Lastly, Shahin is grateful for the lifelong friends that he 
made through TUSDM and would like to thank them for all their support throughout this 
journey.  

 

Takiya Jefferson, D2022  

Shahin Javidi, D2022 
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Justice Brianna Johnson, D2022 

Benjamin Slader Jordan (who has always gone by his middle name Slader, has three names 
that could easily be a first or last name, and the pronunciation of Slader as spoken sounds 
like Slater leading many to misspell it) grew up in the small town of Albertville, AL.  

Slader completed his undergraduate and graduate studies at The University of Alabama at 
Birmingham (UAB), where he double majored and obtained a B.S. in Biology, a B.A. in 
Music, and an M.S. in Biomedical Health Science. During this time, Slader was also very 
active around campus as a member of the UAB Guitar Ensemble, UAB Jazz Combo, UAB 
Marching Blazers, UAB Rugby Club, UAB Philosophy Club, UAB Pre-Dental Society Habitat 
for Humanity, and Theta Chi Fraternity, of which he served one year as Chaplain and one 
year as Vice-President. Slader also, through his mentor and guitar teacher, obtained a 
teaching position at Vestavia Hills Conservatory for the Arts as a guitar/ukulele/mandolin 
instructor during his last years of undergraduate and graduate school. During his free time 
away from academia, Slader is also an avid musician.  

Upon matriculation at TUSDM, Slader got busy right away trying to grasp the new and 
exciting world of dentistry. He participated in many organizations, including ASDA, the 
OMFS Study Club, MDS, and the Periodontology Study Club. He was also a recipient of the 
Barbara and Thomas J. Swift, A59, D63, Term Scholarship.

Slader would like to thank the many faculty and staff at TUSDM who greatly enriched his 
experience in dental school, including his clinic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, 
Mary Karish-Dodge, and Mark Caddell, who have been wonderful teachers to him and even 

better people as they have given tremendous support both in clinic and in life, and Dr. Robert Kasberg and the rest of the Admissions 
Committee for giving him the privilege and opportunity to be a part of this profession and guiding him through the rigors of dental 
school. He also thanks Drs. Rocio Saavedra, Vasiliki Tsakalelli, Peter Arsenault, Maha Qari, Marcelo Suzuki, Cynthia Yered, and Michael 
Thompson for going above and beyond in teaching him, and in general for being caring and kind in making sure that Slader had 
everything he needed and then some in order to be successful. There are many others who must go unnamed for brevity’s sake, but 
Slader wishes to express his endless thanks to all of these people and others as they have not only assisted and taught Slader, but also 
have inspired Slader to be a better clinician, a better student, and an all-round better person. 

Justice, the eldest child of Brian Johnson and Monika Johnson, was born and raised in 
Memphis, TN. She graduated from Briarcrest Christian High School in 2012. She was 
committed to her academic future and helping others. In fact, Justice always planned to 
step outside the confines of her hometown to pursue a career in medicine so that she 
could be of service to underserved communities.  

With this in mind, she furthered her education by attending the illustrious Spelman 
College, which is the number one ranked historically black college in the United States. 
Justice was a biology major who excelled in her academic courses while also being heavily 
involved in multiple organizations, clubs, and community outreach initiatives. Justice 
graduated from Spelman College with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology in 2016. She 
continued her academic path by earning a Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences from 
Barry University in 2017. In 2018, she began at Tufts University School Dental Medicine 
(TUSDM), becoming a member of the D22 class.  

Justice had an incredible experience at TUSDM and will forever be thankful to the dental 
school for providing her with the skills, knowledge, and resources to be a proficient Doctor 
of Dental Medicine. During her predoctoral years, she made it her utmost priority to be 
actively involved in multiple organizations paving the way for future minority students. 
Justice was heavily involved in the American Student Dental Association (ASDA) and 
Student National Dental Association (SNDA) where she dedicated most of her time. She 
held leadership roles in both organizations. She was the External/Events Chair for ASDA 
and the Diversity Initiative Officer for SNDA. Her most memorable experience was hosting  

 Tufts Annual Impressions Day geared toward helping minority students in their preparation  
 for dental school.  

Justice conveys enthusiasm for her next chapter! She was accepted into a general practice residency program at One Brooklyn Health in 
New York City. Justice will be providing comprehensive and emergency care to a diverse population group in a hospital setting.  

Justice expressed thankfulness to everyone on the third floor for her experience at TUSDM, especially the Dorchester Group Practice. The 
PCs, DPAs, clinic assistants, dispensary staff, and the clinic professors were extremely helpful in allowing Justice to manage and navigate 
patient care. Similarly, Justice’s mentors, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. E. Leo Whitworth Jr., and Dr. Kim Smith, 
were instrumental in pathing the way and investing in Justice’s future.  

 Lastly, Justice expressed an immense amount of gratitude to God for helping her to overcome every obstacle on her journey at TUSDM. 
Similarly, she thanks her mother, father, grandparents, sisters, God-mother, boyfriend, and close friends for their unconditional love and 
support. Without each one of them, Justice’s success would not have been possible.  

Benjamin Slader Jordan, D2022 
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Katie was raised in Hollis, NH. She graduated from Assumption University in 2015 with a 
B.A. in Biotechnology and Molecular Biology. After receiving her bachelor’s degree, Katie 
worked as a dental assistant and also married her husband, Luke, three weeks prior to 
matriculating at Tufts in 2018. Katie has wanted to become a dentist since she was six 
years old and remembers being a young teenager visiting Boston with her family, pointing 
out the Tufts building and telling them that is where she wanted to go for dental school. 

At Tufts, Katie was the recipient of a Merit Scholarship for her first year and was involved 
with Give Kids A Smile. She will forever be grateful for the friendships and connections she 
has made during her time at Tufts. There are many people she would like to thank for their 
guidance and support, including the Group Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Drs. Edward 
Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos, Rebekah Boral, and all the other people who helped Group 
Dorchester, including Allyson Santo, Jackie Roman, Matilda Bejko, and Merlene James-
Harris. “The third floor would not be the same without you!” 

Receiving this degree would not have been possible without the support of her amazing 
family and especially her husband, Luke. He has been her biggest supporter and 
cheerleader the past four years and never wavered in helping her get through many late 
nights, early mornings, and long drives commuting to Boston from NH. She also would like 
to give special thanks to her parents, Ron and Leslie Peik, as well as her siblings, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and in-laws for always believing in her dreams and 
supporting her. After graduation Katie is looking forward to serving her community working 
as an associate at a general family practice in Bedford, NH. 

Michael was born in Suffolk, Virginia and grew up in Garner, North Carolina. Before coming to 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Michael attended East Carolina University, where 
he graduated with a B.S. degree in Biological Science in 2015. After graduation, Michael 
worked as a biological analyst for Pfizer Pharmaceuticals in Quality Assurance. He then went 
on to achieve a master’s degree from Mississippi College in Biology and Medical Sciences.  

While at Tufts, Michael was very involved in community and global service and participated in 
many organizations. Michael was a member of many clubs, including Increasing Diversity In 
Dentistry, Student National Dental Association, Hispanic Dental Association, global service 
learning, and Tufts Academy of Sports Dentistry. He also served as the president for Global 
Health Student Association. Michael served his community as a recipient of the Tisch 
Community Outreach Project, by giving away masks and Covid-19 related items to members 
in his community during the pandemic. He later extended his service as a Tisch Summer 
Fellow to help serve the community of Zambia, working with the Zambian Ministry of Health. 
Michael was also a recipient of the Dr. Wiliam L. Wright, D34, Endowed Scholarship. 

Michael would like to give all glory, honor, and praise to his lord and savior Jesus Christ for 
making a way out of no way and being his guiding light on this journey to achieving this long-
term goal. He would like to give a special “thank you” to his loving parents, Michael and 
Jennifer Jordan; his siblings, Kaleb Jordan and Mynesha Jordan; and his fiancé, Fergie 
Placencia, who have served as a support system for him. Michael gives thanks to his family  
 and friends who were there for him over the last 12 years as he pursued this dream and  
 many others who prayed for him and believed in him. Michael gives thanks to his mentor,  

 Dr. Nathan J. Kryn, for believing in him and guiding him on his path to becoming a dentist.  

Michael would like to thank some of the faculty members and staff at Tufts Dental, including Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Robert Kasberg, 
Mary Jane Hanlon, John Morgan, Denisa Stasa, Alex Miele, Karen Wallach, Olympia Karacosta, Aidee Herman, Francois Fisselier, E. Leo 
Whitworth Jr., Iqbal Singh, Joanne Falzone, Martha Forero, Marcelo Suzuki, Peter Arsenault, Karin Arsenault, Mirian Belussi, Tanya Wright, 
Thaisa Bordin, Livia Valverde, Rocio Saavedra, Pilar Sanchez, Ala Ali, Huda Stipho, Amit Sachdeo, Vincent Basha, Ali Muftu, Mariam 
Margvelashvili-Malament, Dongwoo Park, Duangkamol Blankenship, Tarunjeet Pabla, and Hugo Campos; Executive Associate Dean Mark 
Gonthier; Nancy Marks; Alyx Ortiz; DPAs, Tommy Rivera, Jacqueline Kulas, Valerie Distefano, and Caitlin Lu; dispensary assistants, Renald 
Joseph and Lindita Kurbini; Officer Sean Donlon; Maria Tavares, Liliana Garcia, and Silvina Alves in custodial services; all of QA; Patti Casey; 
the staff in the Alumni Office; the Radiology Department staff; Dr. Robert Lee in PG Perio; Louise Paolucci; Karen Alexander; Dainya Hannan; 
and anyone else he might have forgotten.  

Michael would also like to thank his classmates for four great years. “We made it!!!!”

Katie Jorgensen, D2022

Michael E. Jordan Jr., D2022 
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Aya was born and raised in Baghdad, Iraq and she moved to Jordan in 2004. Aya moved to 
the United States in 2012. She earned a B.S. degree in Biology from Virginia 
Commonwealth University in 2016 and an M.S. degree in Physiology from Georgetown 
University in 2018. Aya was always passionate about dentistry. When she was a kid, she 
enjoyed going to the dentist. She grew to love dentistry even more while volunteering at 
dental clinics, helping the underserved populations.  

During her time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Aya was on the executive 
board of the American Student Dental Association. Aya also enjoyed participating in 
different cultural and community service clubs.  

Aya would like thank Dr. Maha Qari for her time, advice, and mentorship throughout the 
years. Aya would also like to thank her Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators; Dr. Paul 
Trombly, who advised her through difficult times and helped her grow as a clinician; and 
Drs. Ilenia Gonzalez and Frank DeCaro, for their guidance and support in her clinical years 
at TUSDM. She would like to thank Dr. Maria Avrampou for her support and mentorship. 
Aya would also like to thank all the fourth-floor staff, who work very hard to ensure matters 
run smoothly in clinic.  

Aya would not be graduating from TUSDM if it wasn’t for her loving parents, who brought 
her and her family to the United States to achieve their dreams. Aya would also like to 
thank her amazing sister, Nadia, and her fiancé, Gideon, who helped her through every 
step of the way. Aya would like to thank her brother, Hussein, who will be graduating from 

Tufts class of D22 with her, for his advice, support, and all the delicious meals he cooked for her to make dental school feels like home. 
Aya must thank her two younger sisters, Jude and Raneem, for their support and warm unconditional love. She is also extremely grateful 
for the friendships she built at TUSDM. Aya is very fortunate to have found an incredible group of friends, who were always there through 
hardships and through the fun times and made dental school an enjoyable time. 

After graduation, Aya will be pursuing an AEGD residency program at Codman Clinic in Boston. 

 

Terisa was born and raised in Kerala, India and graduated high school from Gregorian 
Public School, Maradu. She stepped into the field of dentistry as per her aunt’s suggestion. 
After her third year of dental school, she really started enjoying the profession and 
recognized it as her passion. She earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree in 2015 
from Sree Balaji Dental College & Hospital in Tamil Nadu, India. As a dental professional, 
Terisa enjoyed her journey through various clinical and volunteer experiences as a dentist 
in India.  

Terisa immigrated to the United States with her parents in 2010, while she was attending 
dental school back home. After acquiring her green card, she went back to India to 
complete her dental degree. Upon graduation, she moved to the United States to start her 
exemplary journey here in the land of opportunities. Terisa started her preparations for the 
National Board exams. In the meantime, she started out working as a dental assistant in a 
few dental clinics. Having an interest in giving back to the community, Terisa also 
volunteered at the oral and maxillofacial surgery wing at Elmhurst Hospital, Queens, NY. In 
2020, she was accepted into the International Dental Program at TUSDM, and she 
describes it as one of the best periods in her life. Terisa was on the Dean’s List for the 
2020-2021 academic year. 

Terisa was very fortunate to be a part of IS22 family at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. She thanks Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway. She cannot 
express how much she appreciates her Practice Coordinators in Dorchester, Dr. Edward 
Fidrocki, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Rebekah Boral, and Dr. Erick Gomez; her 

prosthodontics faculty, Dr. Thaisa Bordin and Dr. Nitu Singh; and her dispensary staff, Jackie and Matilda. She would also like to present 
her sincere gratitude to all the faculty from her dental school in India, who were always there to support her while she was there as well 
as during her transition into the dental program in the U.S.  

Most importantly, Terisa is so grateful to the almighty who has showered his choicest blessings on her to make this journey possible, as 
well as her parents for their invaluable sacrifices, support, and unconditional love throughout this phase of her life. She also thanks Dr. 
Raja Pullatt and Dr. Usha Thalody for their immense support and encouragement offered to her in achieving this dream of hers. Terisa 
dedicates this D.M.D. degree to her family. 

After graduation, Terisa would like to work as an associate dentist and is excited for her professional growth in the field of dentistry.  

“Congratulations, Class of 2022!”  

Aya Kamoona, D2022 

Terisa Jose, DI2022 
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Ankita was born in Punjab, India and raised in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. She earned 
her B.S. degree in Health & Exercise Science from Wake Forest University in 2014. Prior to 
entering dental school, Ankita also earned a Master’s degree in Biomedical Science degree 
from Barry University in 2018.  

Ankita considers her time at Tufts to be one of the most impactful times of her life, as she 
made invaluable life-long friendships and experienced living in a vibrant coastal city. There 
are many, many people Ankita would like to thank for their guidance, support, and 
expertise, including the Practice Coordinators of Exeter Group Practice, Drs. Alan Epstein, 
Mary Karish-Dodge, and Mark Caddell, as well at the Exeter DPAs, Romell Madison, Sarita 
Hampton, and Juan Catano. She would also like to thank the pros and operative faculty for 
their guidance.  

Ankita’s achievements would not have been possible without the unwavering support of 
her friends and family. Ankita would like to give a special thanks to her parents, brother, 
and sister-in-law for their unconditional support throughout her entire life.  

Upon graduation, Ankita is looking forward to moving to Virginia and practicing as a 
general dentist.  

 

Hussein was born and raised in Iraq and moved to United States during high school, in the 
summer of 2012. He graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University, Summa Cum 
Laude, with a B.S. in Biology in 2018.  

During his time at Tufts, Hussein grew both professionally and personally, due to the 
numerous experiences and opportunities available to him. He was very proud to be part of 
the Perio Select senior program. Hussein would like to thank all the TUSDM faculty 
members and staff for their tremendous expertise in helping him become a better clinician, 
as well as their tireless efforts to persevere through the challenges the COVID-19 pandemic 
created. He would especially like to thank Drs. Maha Qari, Leo Whitworth, Alex Miele, and 
Denisa Stasa for their remarkable mentorship, wisdom, and advice. In addition, Hussein 
would like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg for his unwavering support and counseling. 

Hussein would especially like to thank his parents, Ayman and Nada, for their 
unconditional love and support; and his four sisters, Nadia, Jude, Raneem, and Aya, who is 
also his D22 classmate, as well as Gideon; without them this would not have been 
possible. Hussein is grateful to have made lifelong friends through TUSDM and would like 
to thank them for their encouragement and support throughout his dental school journey. 

After graduation, Hussein plans to practice general dentistry in Washington, D.C.  

Ankita Kesar, D2022

Hussein Kamoona, D2022 
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Sandra grew up in Stoughton, Massachusetts. This small town nurtured Sandra’s dream to 
pursue healthcare and dentistry through volunteering and shadowing opportunities. In 
high school she began shadowing her family dentists and incredible mentors, Drs. George 
Mark and Judith Goldstein, which then lead to shadowing and working for her admirable 
oral surgeon, Dr. Richard Catrambone, in college. She graduated from UMass Amherst with 
dual degrees, a B.S. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and a B.S. in Public Health, 
and a Spanish minor in 2017. After college, Sandra spent one year pursuing her Master’s 
at Tufts University School of Medicine and obtained her M.S. in Biomedical Sciences in 
2018.  

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Sandra focused on developing and 
expanding her own clinical critical lens, which lead her to serve as a Teaching Assistant for 
multiple courses, as well as a Clinical Teaching Assistant in Group Practice Charlestown. 
Her greatest gratification came from guiding and assisting her classmates and third years 
in clinic, as well as learning from and collaborating with classmates and faculty. Her 
academic efforts were recognized by being a recipient of the Gallagher-Wilkins 
Scholarship, Tufts Merit Scholarship, and was on the Dean’s List each year. 

Sandra would like to thank her Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, 
Lorena Alex, and Alberto Sarmiento, for their mentorship, enlightenment, and support. A 
very special thanks goes to Drs. Alex Miele and Denisa Stasa, for their patience and 
encouragement when Sandra first entered clinic. Sandra is grateful for her mentor, Dr. 
Steven Rubin, who has provided her constant advice and reassurance since her first year. 

Sandra also has deep appreciation for Dr. Mark Lerman for the inspiration and guidance towards finding her passion in Oral Pathology. 
She extends her gratitude towards her invaluable educational experiences and memorable moments to all the clinical and didactic 
faculty, especially Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Rocio Saavedra, Tingyun Tsai, Gustavo Mahn, Ronald Davitt, 
BiNa Oh, Linda Marinello, Duangkamol Blankenship, Dongwoo Park, Nitu Singh, and Leo Whitworth. Sandra would also like to give huge 
thanks to Tangy Person as well as the dispensary staff, especially Matilda Bejko, Jackie Roman, and Ilir Toci, for working so hard each day 
and creating unforgettable memories with her.  

Sandra is eternally thankful for the unconditional support her family and friends have given her. She is especially grateful for her parents 
and brother; their determination, encouragement, and constant faith in her led her to be who she is today. She would also like to give a 
massive thank you to her friends and support system at TUSDM! Dental school would not have been the same without them making her 
laugh, motivating her, and working hard by her side every single day. 

After graduation, Sandra is ecstatic to continue her dental education by attending the New York Presbyterian Oral Pathology residency 
program.  

Noura was born and raised in Yemen. She graduated from Ibb College of Dentistry with a 
B.D.S. degree in 2010. Noura then worked as a general dentist in private practice for two 
years, before opening her own practice that was geared mostly towards general dentistry. 
Then, in 2016, she moved to the United States and settled in New York, where she worked 
as a part-time dental assistant.  

Noura feels so fortunate to have attended Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. While 
at Tufts, Noura excelled in academics and earned a position on the Dean’s List. 

Noura will be forever thankful to Drs. Ronald Perry and Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for giving 
her the opportunity to become part of the Tufts family. Noura would like to offer her most 
heartfelt appreciation to all of the faculty and staff who put their time and passion into 
making the school a great learning institution, and her classmates for making this journey 
more fun and enjoyable. She will be forever grateful for Tufts family. 

She gives special thanks to her husband, Adnan, for selflessly supporting her, always 
believing in her, and motivating her. It would not have been possible without his support. 
“Thank you for being you. Today I am a better person because of you.” Noura is thankful for 
her children, who reminded her every day to do her best, live in the moment, and stay 
strong and focused. She also sends gratitude to her mother, father and her siblings, for 
their endless support, encouragement, and prayers. After graduation, Noura plans to work 
as associate dentist in MA.  

Sandra Khuu, D2022 

Noura Ahmed Khushafa, DI2022 
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Kevin was born in South Korea and grew up in Lisle, Illinois. Kevin earned his B.S. degree 
in Biology from Loyola University Chicago and a Ph.D. degree in Biological Sciences from 
Northwestern University. Kevin moved on to do his postdoctoral fellowship training in the 
field of Molecular Genetics at Harvard Medical School, where he had the opportunity to 
mentor several graduate students and technicians.  

During his time at TUSDM, Kevin was the recipient of number of Tufts Merit Scholarships 
and was placed on the Dean’s List each year for his academic achievements. Kevin also 
enjoyed helping his fellow TUSDM students by serving as the teaching assistant for Fixed 
Prosthodontic class and as a clinical teaching assistant for the Back Bay clinic.  

Kevin would like this opportunity to acknowledge and thank Drs. David Leader, Olympia 
Karacosta, Maria Torres, Merelyn Hong, Martha Forero, Dongwoo Park, Duangkamol 
Blankenship, Marian Margvelashvili-Malament, Aidee Herman, Eduardo Olegario, and 
Daniel Lee, for their support and guidance. He also could not have graduated without the 
help of second floor staff, Caitlin Lu, Valerie Distefano, Tommy Rivera, Jackie Kulas, Alyx 
Ortiz, and Lindita Kurbini. 

Finally, Kevin would like to thank his wife, Susan Kim, for her love and relentless support; 
and the rest his family for their incredible support. Kevin also feels extremely blessed to 
have his loving children, Ethan and Lian, by his side during this journey. Kevin would like to 
dedicate his D.M.D. to his late father and father-in-law who could not be with him to 
celebrate his accomplishments. 

 After graduation, Kevin plans to work as a general dentist in Massachusetts.  

Alexa was born and raised in Tampa, Florida. She graduated from the University of Florida 
with a B.S. in Nutritional Sciences in 2018. Prior to her matriculation at Tufts, Alexa worked 
in a pediatric dental office, conducted research in oral biology and volunteered in several 
dental clinics that all helped to inspire a career in dentistry. Alexa was grateful to be 
accepted into TUSDM and be able to follow in the footsteps of her grandfather, Dr. John 
Busciglio, DG72; her aunt, Dr. Dana Busciglio, D04; and her uncle, Dr. Derek Busciglio, 
D04, DG07.  

While attending Tufts, Alexa participated in several volunteer efforts and served as a 
committee chair for Give Kids A Smile. In her third year, she was selected as a Teaching 
Assistant for the Operative Dentistry course. In her fourth year, Alexa was able to travel 
back to her hometown to complete an externship at Tampa Family Health Centers. She was 
also placed on the Dean’s List for her academic performance.  

Alexa is eternally grateful and would like to give a special thanks to the faculty and staff at 
TUSDM that guided her and helped her to become a better clinician. In particular, she 
would like to thank her practice coordinators in Back Bay, Drs. Armond Enos, Merelyn 
Hong, Olympia Karacosta, David Leader, and Maria Torres. She would also like to thank the 
second-floor staff, Valeria DeStefano, Jacqueline Kulas, Catlin Lu, Tommy Rivera, Ligelia 
Ortiz and Lindita Kurbini, for all their help and support. She would also like to give a 
special thanks to Drs. Peter Arsenault, Steven Eisen, Joanne Falzone, Francois Fisselier, 
Marmar Mesgarzadeh, Eduardo Olegario, Iqbal Singh, James Theodore and Leo Whitworth. 
Alexa is especially grateful to the lifelong friends she has made in the breakfast club and  

 particularly for Nikita Santhanakrishnan, Kelly Bosselman and Mallory Vukovik.  

Alexa would like to express sincere gratitude to her parents, Bill and Debbie Kilichowski, and her grandparents, Dr. John and Diana 
Busciglio, who loved, guided and supported her throughout her life and, without whom, none of her achievements would have been 
possible. She would also like to thank her brother, John Kilichowski, for his unwavering support and motivation.  

Following graduation, Alexa is looking forward to working as an associate dentist in a private practice.   

Kevin Kim, D2022 

Alexa Kilichowski, D2022 
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Aristides Koutsoubis is a graduate of State University of New York – Farmingdale and 
completed his A.S. degree in Dental Hygiene, as well as his B.S. degree in Bioscience prior 
to attending TUSDM. Ari was involved in multiple Teaching Assistant positions throughout 
his time at Tufts. He helped teach students Operative, Prosthodontics, and Periodontics in 
both the preclinical and clinical settings. Ari was directly involved with developing the new 
Digital Dentistry curriculum, calibrating students and implementing the use of TRIOS 
scanners in the clinics. He also took on roles for the digital dentistry committee and the 
simulation task force committee. Ari enjoyed his time taking on various responsibilities 
that benefited his class and the community at TUSDM, as well as being in the clinic seeing 
patients. 

He would like to personally thank Drs. Wael Att, Ali Muftu, Vasiliki Tsakalelli, Pilar Sanchez, 
Miriam Margvelashvili-Malament, Gustavo Mahn and Dongwoo Park for all they contributed 
to his learning and his experience with Prosthodontics and his associated position on the 
digital dentistry committee. Thank you to Drs. Steven Eisen and Gerard Kugel for teaching 
him such important basics in restorative dentistry and allowing him to become so involved 
with the operative course and passing down everything he could to the freshman classes. 
He would also like to give a special thank you to Drs. Olympia Karacosta, Alberto 
Sarmiento, Karen Wallach, Denisa Stasa, and Alex Miele for being so committed in 
developing the best possible dentists, as well as recognizing and trusting him with 
teaching other students in the clinical setting. Lastly, Ari also thanks his family and friends  
that have supported him throughout all the years in his dental career, which started in 2012.  

 Although there were setbacks during his experience at TUSDM due to Covid and  
 administrative difficulties, he still appreciates all the commitment from all the faculty to  
 help him develop into dentist he is today. Ari has matched at the Brooklyn VA hospital in  
 New York and will be completing a 1 year GPR, advancing his clinical knowledge in complex  
 prosthetic treatment for medically complex patients. He is thankful to have experienced  
 this part of his life at TUSDM and the city of Boston for the last 4 years and will always hold  
 it close to his heart.   

Yea received a B.S. in Molecular Cell Biology from University of Connecticut and an M.S. in 
Medical Sciences from Boston University.  

Yea would like to thank his family and friends for supporting him throughout the years at 
TUSDM. 

Yea plans to work in his hometown in Massachusetts after graduation.  

Ari Koutsoubis, D2022 

Yeachan Kim, D2022 
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Originally from Nashville, Tennessee, Priyanka graduated from Belmont University with a 
Bachelor of Science in 2014. That same year, Priyanka began her career at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. In addition to didactics and clinic, Priyanka divided her time 
amongst research, service, and teaching.  

To further her studies at Tufts, Priyanka was a part of multiple research projects. Her first 
project’s work focused on the uses of Teledentistry in dental specialties and resulted in a 
publication. In another project studying complex case presentations in dental specialties, 
Priyanka was awarded the ADEA Student Group Educational Research Award at the 2021 
Annual Bates Day Conference. 

In addition, at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Priyanka started a virtual, after school 
tutoring program, “Teletutoring by Tufts,” for 6th-12th grade students at a local high 
school. This program continues today and provides mentorship and guidance to numerous 
middle and high school students. In addition, Priyanka helped found “Smiles for Life,” an 
organization that teaches oral health and oral appliance maintenance to older adults in the 
Boston community. As recognition for her contributions, Priyanka was inducted into the 
Honos Civicus Society for her commitment to public service and civic engagement. 

Alongside her research and service extracurricular activities, Priyanka also held Teaching 
Assistant positions for Craniofacial Function, Craniofacial Biology, and Oral and 
Maxillofacial Pathology. As a part of her academic career, Priyanka presented much of her 
work mentioned above as a fellow in the American Dental Education Association 2021  

 Conference as a part of the Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program.  

Priyanka would first and foremost like to thank her parents, brothers, and uncle for their unwavering support for her ambitions and for 
being her purpose – her successes mean so much more because of their faith in her. She would also like to thank the rest of her family for 
their encouragement and love as she pursues her career. Lastly, she would like to thank her friends who encouraged her from all corners 
of the country with love, calls, interview practices, and resume editing, as Priyanka progressed through her career.  

Priyanka would also like to thank her mentors, Drs. Irina Dragan and Gabriela Lagreca, for the opportunities they allowed her during her 
time here. In addition, she would like to thank Nancy Marks, Drs. Karin Arsenault, Nadine Tassabehji, Yo-Wei Chen, Xu Qian, Chris Barton 
and her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulous, and Rebekah Boral, for their endless knowledge, guidance, and 
investment into becoming a well-rounded clinician.  

After graduation, Priyanka will begin her two-year advanced specialty education program in Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics at 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.   

Carla was born in Mexico City, Mexico and was raised in South Florida from the age of six. 
She received a B.S. in Biology and an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Tufts University. In 
her years prior to dental school, Carla worked as a dental assistant and volunteered her 
time as a soccer coach for the Boston chapter of Soccer Without Borders. 

While at TUDSM, Carla focused on her studies but was also a Co-Chair and Mentor of 
American Student Dental Association (ASDA) Wellness and served as a Teaching Assistant 
for Fixed Prosthodontics and Cell and Tissue Biology. She was awarded Merit Scholarships 
for the 2019-2020 and 2021-2022 academic years and had the great honor of receiving 
the Gallagher-Wilkins Scholarship for the 2021-2022 academic year. 

Among the many memorable moments of her dental school experience, Carla most enjoyed 
completing her first filling in clinic (when she finally felt like a dentist) and representing 
Tufts ASDA at the 2019 National Leadership Conference in Chicago.  

Carla was grateful to be a student dentist in Group Atlantic and would like to thank her 
peers, practice coordinators, DPAs, clinic professors, dispensary staff, and other second 
floor staff who taught her with compassion and made her clinical experience run as 
smoothly as possible. She also extends a warm thank you to her D22 classmates for their 
help and comradery during a challenging four years. Additionally, Carla was blessed with 
an incredible VIP family and extends a sincere thank you to all her “bigs” and “littles” for 
their peer mentorship and constant willingness to assist her in clinic. 

Most importantly, Carla would like to express immense gratitude to her family. Her parents  
 and two sisters encouraged and celebrated her during all her milestones, including her  
 seemingly endless academic journey. Finally, she would like to thank her husband Colby,  
 above all, for his endless patience and unwavering support and love during her time in  
 graduate and dental school. Colby and their dog Rue formed a powerful support system  
 that carried her through her toughest days. After graduation, Carla will be working in  
 private practice as a general dentist.  

Priyanka Kumar, D2022 

Carla Kruyff Arciniega, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  69

.

Liz was born in Cuba and moved to the United States at the age of 13. After being awarded 
the Gates Millennium Scholarship, she earned a B.S. degree in Psychology with a minor in 
Biology and graduated magna cum laude with departmental honors in Neuroscience from 
the University of Miami in 2015. After graduation, Liz moved to Boston and decided to 
pursue a career in dentistry. She completed the Post Baccalaureate Premedical Program at 
Harvard Extension School and worked as a Clinical Care Technician at Tufts Medical Center. 

During the past four years, Liz received guidance and invaluable mentorship from 
numerous faculty and staff. She would like to thank Drs. Nitu Singh, Maria Avrampou, 
Thaisa Bordin, Elinor Alon, David Paul, Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, Lorena Alex, and Marian 
Margvelashvili-Malament for their wisdom, guidance, and patience throughout her clinical 
learning experience. Liz would also like to give special thanks to the lovely third floor staff, 
especially Jackie Roman, Matilda Bejko, Emily Fang, and Tangy Person, who made every 
day more enjoyable. 

None of this would have been possible without the love, support, and sacrifice of her 
family, especially her husband, Dr. Alejandro Lamas, who stood beside her through all the 
ups and downs. She would like to thank him for his unconditional love and constant 
encouragement throughout this journey. 

After graduation, Liz plans to practice general dentistry in Florida and hopes to pursue a 
specialty in endodontics in the future. 

Darien was born in Elizabeth, NJ and grew up in New York City. After graduating from 
Stuyvesant High School, Darien moved to Notre Dame, IN. He graduated in 2017, earning 
his B.S. degree in Science Business. He then worked part time as an oral surgery assistant 
at Long Island Oral Surgeons before entering dental school in 2018. Meanwhile, he was 
also developing his photography and retouching skillset.  

While focused on his studies at TUSDM, Darien, interested in specializing, was also 
involved in various extracurricular activities to explore his passion. He served on the 
executive board of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Club and Orthodontics Study Club. 
He was actively involved with American Student Dental Association, serving as Creative 
Director and head of Photography/Videography. Darien also served the pediatric 
community at Holyoke Health Center, which solidified his decision to pursue orthodontics 
as a career. He would like to thank Dr. Raffi Miller for the unforgettable opportunity.  

After graduation, Darien will be moving to Los Angeles, CA to a start his orthodontics 
residency at University of Southern California.  

Darien is the first dentist in his family and owes all his success to his mentors, family, and 
friends. He would like to thank Dr. Debbie Lee, D94 Tufts alum, for her enthusiastic 
support. Darien is grateful to be a part of Dr. Steven Rubin’s mentor group at TUSDM. They 
got along quickly, having grown up in the same neighborhood in Queens. Darien promises 
to remember the advice he was given, dentistry and outside of dentistry, for example 
keeping a clean shirt and tie handy on a workday.  

 Darien would like to thank his family, especially his mother, Judy Shi; his brother, Aron  
 Lam; and his sister, Samantha Lam; for their unwavering support and unconditional love  
 throughout his dental school journey. He knows he will be able to count on his family even  
 while pursuing his orthodontics training on the other side of the country. He has many  
 younger cousins who may need braces soon. His success is their success.   

Liz Lamas, D2022 

Darien Lam, D2022 
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Megann was raised in Fishers, Indiana. She grew up playing soccer and continued to do so 
at DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana, where she earned a B.A. in Biology in 2016. 
She then earned her M.S. in Biology from Purdue University in 2017, before working in 
Indiana University Health’s Microbiology Lab.  

While at Tufts, Megann was recognized on the Dean’s List each semester and was honored 
as a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship each year. She also had many amazing 
opportunities. Megann was involved in the American Dental Education Association (ADEA), 
serving as Tufts’ representative for the District 1 Board, as well as on the national 
newsletter committee for ‘The Student Voice.’ She was awarded fellowship to ADEA’s 
Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program (ADCFP) and to Tufts’ Student Research 
Fellowship Program. Additionally, she founded the organization One Health, with a mission 
to encourage students to think collaboratively about public health.  

Megann is incredibly grateful for the education and clinical training she received at Tufts. 
She would like to thank the didactic, preclinical, and clinical faculty who have shaped her 
into the clinician she is today. She was a member of Group Dorchester and would like to 
thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, Rebekah Boral 
and Erick Gomez. She is endlessly grateful for their guidance. She would like to extend a 
special thanks to Dr. Irina Dragan for her constant mentorship and support. Meeting with 
Dr. Dragan was one of the best decisions Megann made during her time at Tufts. She also 
wants to make special mention of Allyson Santo, Matilda Bejko, Jackie Roman, and all of 
the incredible dispensary and radiology staff.  

Megann is indebted to her loving friends and family. She will be forever grateful to TUSDM for providing lifelong friends. She also thanks 
her parents, Rich and Patti, and her siblings, Molly and Corben, for all of the laughs, love, and support. She would not be where she is 
today without them.  

Following graduation, Megann will be attending Indiana University’s Graduate Program in Orthodontics.  

She looks forward to seeing all that the Class of 2022 accomplishes! 

John was born and raised in Portland, Oregon, where he grew up with his three siblings. He 
received his Bachelor of Science degree in Microbiology from Portland State University In 
2012. Afterwards, he obtained a Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences from Mississippi 
College in 2015. 

John would like to thank everyone that helped him during his journey through dental 
school; family, friends, faculty, support staff and patients all have made a long-lasting 
impression that he will cherish and learn from. These four years have been a wild ride and 
nothing will hold the class back from making a difference in the world. He wants to give a 
special “thank you” to his parents, who have made countless sacrifices for their children. 
John would also like to thank Michelle, Daniel, Jenny and Linda. Lastly, he wants to thank 
his wife, Michelle, for being there and putting up with a stressed dental student. “The 
dream is still alive, thanks to each and every one of you. I love you all.” 

After graduation, John plans to practice general dentistry in the Portland, OR area.

Megann Lear, D2022 

John Le, D2022 
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Djenane was born and raised in Long Island, NY to Dr. Jean and Nedger Lemaire. As the 
youngest and only girl out of four siblings, Djenane was deeply loved, protected and, most 
importantly, supported by her 3 brothers; Kelly, Johnny, and Kevin. With her family’s love 
and support, Djenane was able to graduate from Texas A&M University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Psychology and a minor in Neuroscience in 2015. She then pursued a 
Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2017. 

As a dental student, Djenane had countless memorable experiences, but the most 
outstanding was having the opportunity to work with her mentor, Dr. Melissa Ing, and her 
classmate, Miranda Boynton, on an award-winning study, titled “The Gluten Free 
Endodontic Visit.” This experience ignited a love for research and discovery that Djenane 
never knew she had. She credits Dr. Ing for being a true inspiration throughout her dental 
school career and a true “Renaissance Woman” to be idolized.  

Djenane recalls, “the journey one undertakes throughout dental school is not for the weak 
of heart or mind. To truly be successful in dental school, it is neither genius, nor wit, that 
will get you by. You need a solid support system to carry you through the peaks and 
troughs that one encounters throughout this 4-year journey.” Djenane sends the warmest 
and deepest gratitude to all of her dental school family, Lou, Moe, Hibz, Nic and JJ.  She 
can’t forget to send a warm thank you to the addition to the family, Veronica, Erica and 
Kenley. 

After graduation Djenane will be attending a one-year general residency with future hopes  
 of specializing.   

Nicole, the oldest child of Michael and Michelle Bundy, was born in Long Beach, California. 
At the young age of 10, her parents decided to take the family away from the beautiful 
beaches to move to the small one stoplight cow town, Sutton, Massachusetts. She 
graduated from University of Massachusetts Amherst in 2014 earning two Bachelor of 
Science degrees, the first in Chemical Engineering with a concentration in Biochemical 
Engineering and the second in Microbiology and Biochemistry. Prior to entering dental 
school in 2018, Nicole worked as an Associate Scientist in the Biologics Research and 
Product Development department at Pfizer in Andover, Massachusetts. 

While at TUSDM, Nicole focused on her studies but remained involved in various 
extracurricular activities and organizations. She served as a Teaching Assistant, Committee 
Chair member for Give Kids A Smile and American Dental Education Association, as well as 
the President of the Tufts American Association for Women Dentist. Nicole was the 
recipient of 2 merit scholarships, one in 2019 and the other in 2021. 

After graduation, Nicole will be staying in the Boston area and working at LeClair Dental, a 
family dental practice in Beverly, Massachusetts. 

Nicole wants to thank everyone on the third floor for her experience at TUSDM, specifically 
her Charlestown Group Practice. She is grateful for the PCs, DPAs, clinic assistants, 
dispensary staff, and clinic professors who made her day-to-day clinic experience possible. 
Nicole wants to additionally thank Drs. David Paul, Marcelo Suzuki, Rocio Saavedra, Hugo 
Campos, and Addy Alt-Holland for their guidance and mentorship. Lastly, Nicole wants to  

 thank her family, especially her husband, Andrew LeClair, for all the hard work keeping  
 their home life functioning. She could not have achieved any of this without him. Special  
 shout out to her dog, Lexi LeClair, for all the cuddles during late night study sessions.  

Djenane Lemaire, D2022 

Nicole LeClair, D2022 
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Samuel graduated from the University of Kansas in 2017, where he received a B.A. in 
Cellular Biology. He was a Dean’s List Recipient for the 2018-2019 academic year. 

He spent his time at Tufts working as a Dental Assistant for Dr. Linda Marinello and greatly 
appreciated the experience she gave him in her office. Some of Sam’s fondest memories at 
Tufts were his times in emergency clinic with Dr. David Leader and his time with the entire 
Back Bay Clinic. His favorite clinical experience came in Los Angeles, California, where he 
spent five weeks on externship working at AltaMed. 

Samuel plans on practicing in Jersey City, New Jersey in the fall and is greatly looking 
forward to the challenge of growing as a clinician. He’d like to thank his wife, Sheerin, for 
all of her support throughout school, as well as his mother, Cheri, and his father, Steve. 
He’d also like to thank the countless faculty and staff who he has worked with throughout 
his time at Tufts and he is so very appreciative for their help in his growth.   

Connor is from Fitchburg, MA and has spent the length of his academic career in his home 
state. Before attending TUSDM, Connor received a B.S. in Biology from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, where he was a full-scholarship student-athlete, as part of the 
University’s Division 1 FBS football program. Connor credits his dedication, determination, 
preparedness, and adaptability forged on the football field for having primed him to 
successfully transition into a career in dental medicine. Connor is the youngest of three, 
including his older brother, Glenn and his twin sister, Hannah.  

Connor takes pride in the Oluwatoni Onikeku Memorial Scholarship Foundation, which he 
Co-Founded in 2016 with his best friend, Tommy Duong. This scholarship foundation was 
founded in memory of his late childhood friend Oluwatoni ‘Toni’ Onikeku, who tragically 
passed away in 2015 from a swimming accident. This scholarship foundation is dedicated 
to providing the support of educational, global health, wellness, and other charitable 
initiatives benefitting children and families in need. 

Following graduation, Connor will begin his residency at Shatkin Dental Health AEGD 
program through NYU Langone Dental Medicine in Buffalo, NY. During his time as a 
resident, he will be receiving advanced training in dental implants, implant site 
development, exodontia, oral surgery and restorative work, as well as other aspects of 
general dentistry. 

As a young man, Connor hopes to be an inspirer of dreams, an educator of purpose, a 
teacher of fitness, and a leader for many. He himself defied the cliché athlete stereotypes 

many of us are familiar with, and he will furthermore serve as both a resource and a role model for those student-athletes looking to 
combat the rigid stereotype and pursue the things they enjoy that make them “different.” 

Connor would like to thank his parents and siblings for being beyond supportive in his athletic and academic journey up until now; he is 
forever indebted to you all for the unwavering support you provided him. Connor would also like to thank all the PCs and specialty faculty 
of the Back Bay group practice, along with all of his fellow classmates for making his dental school experience unforgettable. Connor 
extends a special thanks to the great friends he made along his dental school journey, as well as those friends that stuck by his side 
before dental school up until now.  

Samuel Lemieux, D2022 

Connor Theodore Lemieux, D2022 
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Diego received a B.S. in Applied Mathematics from Texas A&M University, Galveston and 
an M.S. from Mississippi College.

Michael received a B.S. in Food and Nutrition from University of Illinois at Urbana, and an 
M.A. in Biomedical Sciences from Midwestern University.

Diego Lopez, D2022 

Michael Levi, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  74

.

Mehtab was born and raised in Karachi, Pakistan. She moved to Georgia with her family 
during high school and stayed there through college. She received her B.S. in 
Neuroscience and Behavioral Biology from Emory University in 2018. Her aunt and uncle, 
Drs. Femina and Ejaz Ali, who also obtained their D.M.D. from TUSDM back in the 90s, 
inspired her to pursue a career in dentistry. They have always guided her and contributed 
to her growth and education.  

Since a very young age, Mehtab has been drawn to helping people and making them 
smile— her friends agree that she is the funny one in the group! 

During her time at Tufts, she enjoyed volunteering with organizations like Smile Squad, 
and giving back to the community. She also had the pleasure of serving as a Clinical 
Teaching Assistant for Exeter Clinic, which was a rewarding experience for her. She would 
like to give special thanks to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish-
Dodge, and Mark Caddell, for guiding and teaching her to become a great clinician.  

Most importantly, Mehtab would like to express her gratitude towards her parents, Amir 
and Rubina, and her siblings, Mairaj and Marium, for their unconditional love and support 
through this journey. Without them, this degree would not be possible.  

After graduating, Mehtab will be pursuing a GPR at Hackensack University Medical Center 
in New Jersey. She is beyond proud to be a part of the dental profession and looks forward 
to meaningfully contributing to the field.  

 “Alhamdulillah, we made it!”    

Originally from the city of Novato in Northern California, Jacob has always gone where his 
education has taken him, relishing the opportunity to meet new people and explore new 
places. He earned his B.S. in Biopsychology from the University of California, Santa 
Barbara; his M.B.S. from William Carey University, in Hattiesburg, Mississippi; and now his 
D.M.D. from Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Additionally, through Tufts’ externship program, he also spent 5 weeks on the eastern 
shore of Virginia, where he provided dental care to Virginia’s underserved rural population. 

A proud recipient of the Health Professions Scholarship Program, Jacob will graduate as a 
Captain from Officer Training School at Maxwell Air Force Base, in Montgomery, Alabama. 
He will then continue his education through the Air Force’s 1-year Advanced Education in 
General Dentistry (AEGD-1) program at the United States Air Force Academy, in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. From there, Jacob will ultimately then serve at any number of Air Force 
bases inside and outside the continental United States. 

For every new destination along his path, Jacob fully plans to continue exploring the world 
and his place in it. Ever the outdoors and exercise enthusiast, he loves to hike, bike, rock 
climb, weightlift, kayak, play baseball and softball, and more. He will continue traversing 
each subsequent new destination, discovering new vistas and picturesque settings along 
the way, and capturing these breathtaking sights and moments with his camera. Jacob also 
lives for exploring the world of music, whether playing bass guitar and destressing, writing 
song lyrics and processing the world and his experiences, or exchanging songs and 
carefully curated playlists with those close to him. Given Jacob’s insatiable desire to 

explore (both within and without himself) and given the innumerable people, places, and ways and views of life the Air Force will 
introduce him to, Jacob truly cannot wait to become an Air Force Captain, and beyond. In the years and countless destinations to come, 
Jacob cannot wait to see what adventures and new experiences are in store for him! 

Jacob would like to thank Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, Karen Wallach, Yo-Wei Chen, Amit Sachdeo, Elinor Alon, Mirian Belussi, Aidee 
Herman, and Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament for their truly invaluable help in crafting him into a better dentist. Jacob would also like to 
thank Jackie Kulas, Tommy Rivera, Anita Miller, Lindita Kurbini, and everyone else whose tireless and unwavering support kept the 
second-floor clinics running smoothly, thereby facilitating our growth and development as dentists.    

Mehtab Manji, D2022 

Jacob Mack, D2022 
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Dr. Margvelashvili-Malament was born and raised in the country of Georgia. She received 
her DMD from Tbilisi State University. She then earned Master of Science and PhD degrees 
in Dental Materials from the University of Siena, Italy. She was a post-doctoral researcher 
at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) conducting research in Tissue 
Engineering.  

Dr. Margvelashvili-Malament is a co-author of national residency program in 
Prosthodontics in Georgia. She was also the Founding Chair and Full Professor of the 
International Dental Program at the University of Georgia. She is the recipient of 
prestigious ITI International Team for Implantology Scholarship that allowed her to pursue 
implant training at the Department of Prosthodontics at TUSDM under the mentorship of 
Dr. Hans-Peter Weber. She completed her Advanced Graduate training in Prosthodontics 
also at TUSDM and graduated with high honors in 2018.  

She joined TUSDM as an Assistant Professor at the Department of Prosthodontics in 2018 
and since then became the Diplomate of the American Board of Prosthodontics, Fellow of 
the American College of Prosthodontics, and Associate Fellow of the Greater New York 
Academy of Prosthodontics. She teaches pre-doctoral students and prosthodontics 
residents. She is also an invited lecturer for other prosthodontics residency programs in 
the country.  

Mariam is actively involved in research and won the IADR Neal Garret Award for clinical 
research in 2021. Mariam lectures internationally and nationally in continuing education  

 courses for conferences and study clubs. She has published numerous scientific articles as  
 well as serves as a reviewer for the international journals. 

 Mariam would like to thank her husband, Kenny; son, Vladimer-Mamuka; parents,  
 Vladimer and Manana; and sister, Ani, for their continuous support at each of her step of  
 her career. And she would like to express gratitude to all her supportive and kind  
 colleagues for making TUSDM even a better place and students that inspire her to be a  
 better mentor.    

Michael is from Longmeadow, Massachusetts, and received a B.S in Biochemistry from 
Northeastern University. Upon graduation from TUSDM, he will be attending an Oral 
Surgery-focused General Practice residency at Columbia University College of Dental 
Medicine.  

During his time at Tufts, Michael was involved in research with Dr. Driss Zoukhri, where he 
studied the pathogenesis of hyposalivation and hypolacrimation, which is often seen in 
Sjogren’s Disease. Michael also thoroughly enjoyed the didactic portion of dental school 
and was on the Dean’s list each year. He received the Merit Scholarship for each semester 
at Tufts. 

Michael would like to thank the countless faculty who helped him along the way, as well as 
the lifelong friends he made, who helped make the dental school experience so fun. 

Michael would also like to extend a special thanks to his parents and older sister for their 
guidance over the years, and for inspiring him to pursue a career in dentistry and join the 
Tufts Dental family. He could not be happier with his career choice and is determined to 
build on their knowledge and experience to become the best practitioner he can be. 
Michael looks forward to being an active alumnus and continuing to be involved in Tufts in 
any way he can.    

Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, DI Faculty 2022 

Michael Mariano, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  76

.

Trevor was born and raised in Lubbock, Texas, where he received a B.S. and M.S. in 
Microbiology from Texas Tech University. Prior to his pursuit of dentistry, Trevor worked 
with Texas Tech University, Cotton Inc., and Bayer Crop Science on microbial ecology 
research in the largest cotton growing area in the country. Before attending Tufts, Trevor 
became re-acquainted with the health field at the University of Pennsylvania’s Pre-Health 
Specialized Studies program. 

During dental school, Trevor developed a keen interest in Periodontology, and was 
fortunate to explore this field more in-depth with the Periodontology Selective Program. 
Trevor would like to thank all the Periodontology residents and faculty for providing the 
opportunity to learn more about such an important field. 

Trevor was lucky to have such great mentors while at TUSDM, particularly the Group 
Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Drs. Rebekah Boral, Theano Eliopoulos, and Edward 
Fidrocki. Trevor would also like to thank Drs. Scott Lightfoot, Robert Gyurko, Yumi Ogata, 
and David Bardwell both for their guidance throughout dental school, and help in 
discovering his specialized interests within dentistry. In addition, he would like to thank all 
the D21s and D22s in Group Dorchester for being a great team and great friends. He knows 
that their kindness and willingness to help each other at any moment fostered a special 
culture in the clinic which will make them all brilliant dentists. 

Trevor would also like to acknowledge his support system, for without them none of this 
would be possible. His mother, Melinda; his aunt, Susanna; mother-in-law, Sue; and 

brothers-in-law, Kevin and Kyle, all played a major role in successfully navigating professional school. Trevor would also like to thank his 
childhood dentist, Dr. Kathleen Nichols, who encouraged him to pursue dentistry during his formative years and was a wonderful mentor 
during the application process. Finally, Trevor is thankful for his wife, Ashley Mason, for all her love and support while pursuing a 
Doctorate of her own in Classical Archaeology. 

Trevor plans to work as a General Dentist in the Boston area after graduation.   

Originally from Glastonbury, Connecticut, Mitra earned her B.S. Degree in Biochemistry 
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 2016. She continued her studies at Tufts University 
School of Medicine, where she earned a Master of Biomedical Science Degree in 2018 and 
completed her thesis project on sleep apnea with Dr. Leopoldo Correa. Mitra then worked 
for the TUSDM Facial Animation Laboratory as a Senior Research Coordinator and 
subsequently matriculated into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine as a member of 
the Class of 2022. 

While attending TUSDM, Mitra was honored to be a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship 
and to earn recognition on the Dean’s List. After being elected by classmates, she served 
four years as the student class representative for the Outcome Assessment Committee. 
Mitra served as the President of the Aesthetics Club as well as co-founded the Cosmetic 
Injectable Club which served to further cosmetic injectable education at TUSDM. With the 
desire to help her fellow colleagues, Mitra was selected as a student Teaching Assistant the 
Exeter Group Practice, Continuing Education, Tissue Injury and Host Defense, and Clinical 
Anatomy. She also was a CPR Instructor for all four years and Lead CPR Instructor for two of 
those years. 

Mitra is grateful for the academic and clinical training she received at Tufts. She would like 
to thank all the supportive faculty and staff at TUSDM; it is because of their daily support 
and mentorship that allows students to build strong foundations for their future success. 
She extends her gratitude to her wonderful Practice Coordinators for Group Exeter, Drs. 
Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and Mary Karish-Dodge, for their continued encouragement, 

support, and mentorship, which were fundamental in molding her into a well-rounded clinician. She also wants to thank the entire 
TUSDM staff and clinical faculty, including Drs. Maha Qari, Gustavo Mahn, Deborah Tung, and Yo-Wei Chen for their committed training 
and guidance allowing her to hone her clinical skills. Finally, Mitra also extends a special thank you to Alex and Xiomara Bernal and 
Patricia DiAngalis for making Tufts feel like home.  

None of this would have been possible without her Mom and Dad, who always believed in her, supported her unwaveringly, encouraged 
her to pursue her dream, and pushed her further than she ever imagined. Her Mama and Baba are, and will continue to be, daily 
inspirations for her professional and personal pursuits. Mitra also thanks her family and friends, who motivated her and cheered her on. 
Lastly, she would like to thank her boyfriend, Benas Jakubauskas D22, for his unwavering support, love, and encouragement.  

Upon graduation from Tufts, Mitra plans on working in private practice in Connecticut and looks forward to starting her career and 
developing her professional skills through mentorship, continuing education and community outreach. “Congratulations to the Class of  
2022!!!”  

Trevor Mason, D2022 

Mitra Marvasti-Sitterly, D2022 
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Ereny was born and raised in Alexandria, Egypt. She earned her Bachelor of Dental 
Medicine and Oral Surgery from Alexandria University 2004. 

After practicing for years as a general dentist and specialist, she decided to pursue her 
dream and further her dental career in the United States in 2014. Ereny had the 
opportunity to shadow and assist many dentists in Tennessee. Ereny worked as a dental 
assistant and other non-dental jobs, while preparing and taking the NBDE exams.  

Ereny would like to thank God for all his blessings. Thanks should also be given to her 
father, Shehata Hermina, and her mother, Awatef Kamel, for their help and support during 
her journey. Ereny would like to thank all faculty members for their guidance and 
mentorship.  

Upon graduation, Ereny would like to work as a general dentist in Massachusetts and later 
she will further her specialization in the area of Endodontics. 

Ereny wishes the best luck to all of her classmates. “Congratulations, Class of 2022 and, 
whatever the way you choose in your life, be always happy.”    

Jessica grew up in Sandown, NH. She received her B.S. in Biochemistry from the University 
of New Hampshire and her M.S. in Medical Physiology from Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, OH. At Tufts, Jessica was a member of ASDA Pre-Dental Committee, 
serving as Chair her last two years. She also volunteered as an admissions ambassador. 
Jessica was founder and president of the Endodontic Society and was involved with 
research within the Endodontic department. She worked as a teaching assistant for the 
Dental Anatomy course as well as the preclinical Endodontic course. She was also awarded 
the North East Delta Dental Scholarship. Some of Jessica’s fondest memories during her 
time at Tufts include running the Boston Marathon in support of Tufts Medical Center and 
her externship rotation at Goodwin Community Health Center in New Hampshire. 

Jessica would like to acknowledge the many important individuals who helped her succeed 
at Tufts. She thanks Dr. David Paul and the rest of her practice coordinators for guiding her 
through her transition into clinic and sharing their exceptional knowledge on treatment 
planning, patient care and communication. She also thanks Dr. Elinor Alon, Dr. Robert 
Amato, and the rest of the Endodontic Department for their time and commitment to the 
Endodontic society. She would also like to thank Gillian Anzivino, Dr. Joanne Falzone, and 
the entire ASDA team for their commitments over the past four years to helping guide pre-
dental students on their unique journeys. 

Jessica is incredibly appreciative of the rest of her faculty at Tufts, including the late Dr. 
Flaviano DiFalco, for molding her into the dentist she has become. She thanks thefriends 
she made throughout the past four years; their kindness that has helped her throughout 
 her education, specifically Nicole, Jacksyn, Dani, Kylie, and Ashley. “This would not have 

 been possible without you all.”

Jessica dedicates her D.M.D degree to her parents, Joe and Kathy; her grandparents, Nancy and Paul; her sister, Kayla; her brother-in-law, 
Nick; her “unofficial” sister, Kaila; and her husband, Connor, who, through every obstacle in her education and life have always been 
there to help her overcome it. She cannot thank them enough for always believing in her and being her support system. 

Since the age of three, when Jessica first told her parents she wanted to be a dentist, they have done everything they can to support her 
dream. They are always there to remind her how strong and brave she is. She thanks them for all their hard work and commitment to her 
future.

Lastly, she wants to also thank her husband, Connor, for every trip to the store for Werther’s when she was up late studying, every ride to 
and from school, and every time he told her “You can do this.” Most importantly, for helping her live the most loving, positive, and 
adventurous life outside of dental school.

After graduation Jessica will be completing an advanced education in general dentistry residency at Case Western Reserve University and 
University Hospitals.

Ereny Micheal, DI2022 

Jessica Milliken, D2022
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Jessica lived in Beirut, Lebanon until she was seven years old, when she moved to Dover, 
Massachusetts, and has been raised there ever since. She attended Dover-Sherborn High 
School, and graduated summa cum laude from the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences with a B.S. degree in PreMed. From there, Jessica continued her 
education at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM). 

While at Tufts, Jessica immersed herself in all aspects of the DMD program, and was 
involved in various dental outreach programs, including Give Kids A Smile. She also 
worked as a COVID vaccinator with Cataldo Ambulance during her free time, and was 
dedicated in helping out her community. Jessica was awarded Merit Scholarships and was 
on Dean’s list for several years while at Tufts. She would like to express sincere gratitude to 
the Group Practice Fairfield Coordinators Drs. Paul Trombly, Frank DeCaro, and Ilenia 
Gonzalez, without whose mentorship and guidance she could not have navigated these 
clinical years. Jessica would also like to thank her pre-clinical and clinical faculty, 
externship preceptors, and auxiliary staff for their tremendous support. She would 
particularly like to thank Drs. Ronald Davitt, Hadi Gholami, Thaisa Bordin, Vincent Basha, 
and her externship preceptors, Drs. Kimberly Meyers, Marcela Quintero and Alexander 
Stanco. They have helped along many steps of the way and, for that, she is forever grateful 
for.  

Jessica would like to dedicate her degree to her parents, Roger and Sonia El Nar. Without 
them, she could not be where she is today. She would also like to tribute her brother, 
Rudy; and family and friends in Lebanon, whom without their unconditional love and  

 support, she could not have become the “docteura” they have always looked up to. “Jamlo,  
 this one’s also for you.” 

 Following graduation, Jessica will pursue a General Practice Residency at the Veterans  
 Affairs hospital in Boston, MA. Congratulations and best wishes to the Class of 2022.   

Sam was raised in Oxford, MS by Dr. Michael B. Morrison and Melissa Morrison. He 
attended the University of Mississippi in Oxford, MS, graduating in 2015 with B.A. in 
Biology and a minor in Chemistry. Following his undergraduate education, he attended 
Mississippi College where he received his M.A. in Medical Science in 2017. Since he was 
very young, Sam desired to work in a field that would allow him to provide service to 
others, which ultimately led him into the field of dentistry. 

Sam will forever be grateful for his education at TUSDM and the friendships that he 
established while attaining his degree. Sam was named to the Dean’s list for all 4 years 
that he attended Tufts and received a Merit Scholarship for his academic performance.  

Beyond the classroom and clinical setting, he was involved in community service projects 
such as Give Kids A Smile, he was a Teaching Assistant for Undergraduate Endodontics, 
and he served as Treasurer of the Endodontic Society. 

Sam would like to extend a special thank you to the administration, faculty, and staff whom 
he had the pleasure of learning from. He would especially like to thank his Practice 
Coordinator, Dr. David Paul, as well as clinical faculty members Drs. Robert Amato, Maria 
Avrampou, Ronald Davitt, and James Theodore. 

Sam would also like to thank his classmates of the D22 class, his group practice 
Charlestown, and specifically his friends, Ross, Shalin and Yash; who helped make this 
experience so much more valuable. He will cherish those friendships forever.  

Lastly, Sam would like to express gratitude to his family for their unconditional love and support during this pursuit. Sam credits much of 
his success to his grandfather, Dr. Winsor V. Morrison, who has always been a great mentor to him; grandparents, Susan and Robert 
Mims; his parents, Mike and Missy; sisters, Sarah Winsor and Mary Michael; and, most especially, his wife, Dr. Kathleen Lovelace 
Morrison. Without their guidance and support, his degree in Dentistry would not be possible.  

Following graduation, Sam will begin his professional career in Oxford, MS at Oxford Dental.   

Jessica Nar, D2022 

Samuel Morrison, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  79

.

Angeline was born in Irvine, California and was raised in a small suburban town in 
Madison, Alabama. After returning to California during her sophomore year of high school 
and during college, she cultivated her love for healthcare by volunteering at hospitals and 
underserved populations. She graduated from UCLA with a B.S. in Biology in 2016, where 
she was actively involved in community service and research.  

During her time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Angeline was involved in 
multiple academic and leadership roles, most notably the Asian Dental Organization, the 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Club, and the Sharewood Dental Project. She also worked as 
a Teaching Assistant for the Clinical Anatomy course. She was recognized for her academic 
achievements by being a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship and the Dean’s List 
annually since 2018.  

Angeline would like to thank her Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, 
Ilenia Gonzalez, and Frank DeCaro, for their guidance and tutelage in her clinical years at 
TUSDM. She would also like to thank Drs. Steven Rubin, Joey Chang, Martha Forero, Daniel 
Oreadi, Dong-Woo Park, and Yo-Wei Chen, for their constant advice, mentorship, and 
instruction.  

Angeline is forever grateful for the immense support she has received from her friends and 
family. Her success and achievements would not be possible without them. She would like 
to extend a special thank you to her parents, Dr. Henry Nguyen and Dr. Jacqueline Do; her 
husband, Henry; her parents-in-law, Dr. Chien-Yu Hsu and Mrs. Ely Phlek; and her siblings,  

 Natalie and Anthony; for their continual and unconditional love, sacrifice, and  
 encouragement. She is also extremely grateful for the friendships she built at TUSDM.  
 Without them, she would not have smiled, laughed, and had the strength to trudge  
 through the rigorous four years of dental school.  

 After graduation, Angeline will continue her dental education and training at Boston  
 University’s four-year Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery residency program.    

Larry received a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering at the University of 
California, Irvine in 2010 and a Master of Science in Biomedical Engineering at Arizona 
State University in 2012. After gaining valuable experience working as an engineer, Larry 
pursued his real passion in dentistry.  

As a graduate of the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine class of 2022, Larry would 
like to thank his parents, Kim and Minh Ngo, for always being the solid foundation upon 
which he built his success. Additionally, he would like to thank his lovely girlfriend, Steph 
Ho, for being his physical and emotional support throughout the long dental school 
journey. Larry is grateful for all the memories that were made during the last four years.  

Upon graduation, Larry plans to work at a private practice in California.     

Angeline Nguyen, D2022 

Larry Ngo, D2022 
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Tom was born in a tropical town called Nha Trang in Viet Nam. When he was 13, Tom and 
his mother moved to the United States and stayed with his grandparents in Mesquite, 
Texas, a suburban city east of Dallas. After high school, Tom enlisted in the United States 
Air Force, and he was trained as an aircraft maintainer for the C-130J. After his 4-year 
enlistment, Tom was honorably discharged from the armed forces and returned to his 
hometown to pursue his undergraduate education. Tom attended the University of Texas at 
Dallas, where he received a B.S. in Biology. Before entering in dental school, Tom was 
working at South Texas Dental as a Dental Assistant for about one year.  

During his first year at Tufts, Tom was awarded the U.S. Air Force HPSP Scholarship, where 
he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. Tom was involved with Tufts Health Profession 
Scholarship Program, where he would connect his peers and classmates with the military 
scholarship program. He is also a co-founder for the Service with the Smile non-profit 
group, which extends and connects homeless veterans with dental care. Additionally, he 
spent time as a Teaching Assistant for the Fixed Prosthodontic and Oral Maxillo-Facial 
Radiology during his third and fourth year. Tom was recognized on the Dean’s List during 
his third year.  

First and foremost, Tom would like to thank his mother, Nga Tran; his fiancé, Helen Khong; 
his sister; his brother; and the rest of his family, for their unconditional love and support 
during the four years of dental school. Tom would like to thank Drs. Robert Kasberg and 
Charles Rankin, who provided mentorship and guidance. Tom would also like to extend 
gratitude towards his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary 

Karish-Dodge, for their amazing teaching and support in clinical setting. Lastly, Tom would like to thank all the faculty at TUSDM, 
especially Drs. Marcelo Suzuki, Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Thaisa Bordin, Duangkamol Blankenship, Colette Catalino, and Gerard 
Kugel, for their continuous guidance and support.  

Upon graduation, Tom has accepted a residency position with the United States Air Force Prosthodontic Program at Lackland AFB, San 
Antonio, Texas.  

 “Dear Class of 2021, I will always treasure our time and memories. Congratulations!”    

Khoa was born and raised in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. He attended Ho Chi Minh City 
University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Faculty of Odonto-Stomatology, and earned his 
Doctor of Dental Surgery degree in 2010. After graduation, he finished his 1-year 
postgraduate program of implant dentistry and oral surgery at National Hospital of Odonto-
Stomatology, Ho Chi Minh City. After he completed his postgraduate program, he joined a 
dental practice as a general dentist for two years before moving to the U.S., where he then 
worked as a Dental Assistant and office manager at private office in San Jose, California. He 
was actively involved in many community outreach programs related to dentistry. Khoa was 
excited to continue his education at TUSDM as an international dentist student to earn his 
D.M.D degree. 

While a student at TUSDM, Khoa earned a spot on the Dean’s List for two years. He had the 
pleasure of serving as a Teaching Assistant for Preclinical Operative throughout his third 
and fourth years, where he helped first and second year students improve their hand 
skills. He was actively involved in a variety of school organizations to improve his dental 
knowledge and clinical skills.  

From the depth of his heart, Khoa would like to sincerely thank the faculty and staff who 
played a significant role in his Tufts education. He is especially grateful to his Atlantic 
Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and Karen Wallach for being 
reliable sources of endless support, advice, guidance, and mentorship over the past two 
years. Khoa would also like to give special thanks to his clinical faculty, especially Drs. 
Aidee Herman, Pilar Sanchez, and Huda Stipho, who went above and beyond to teach him 

how to become a better clinician. In addition, he thanks the Group Practice Atlantic Administrators, Jacqueline Kulas, Tommy Rivera, Alyx 
Ortiz, and Caitlyn Lu, as well as Anita Miller in Radiology and Lindita Kurbini in Dispensary for their hard work every day and made his 
clinical experience smooth and fun. He is appreciative to Dr. Ronald Perry, Director of the IS program, for inspiring and motivating him 
throughout his time in school.  

Most of all, Khoa is thankful to his parents for making him who he is. He is grateful to his family for their uplifting and unconditional 
support throughout this journey. 

Last, but not least, Khoa would like to thank his wonderful wife for taking care of his small family. He could not have accomplished his 
goals to become a dentist again in the U.S. without her unconditional love, constant encouragement, and massive support. 

Following graduation, Khoa looks forward to returning to San Jose, CA and working in the community or private practice. He would like to 
continue his passion of providing the highest standard of care to people around him. He also plans to apply for Periodontal postgraduate 
residency program after working for a couple of years.  

Khoa would like to wish the best of luck to his classmates in their future endeavors. Congrats to the Class of 2022!    

Tom Nguyen, D2022 

Khoa Nguyen, DI2022 
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Alejandro was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, where he grew up and attended high school. 
During his time in Puerto Rico, Alejandro was inspired by his godfather, Dr. Anselmo 
Rodriguez, to become a dentist. After finishing his first year of college at the University of 
Puerto Rico, Alejandro decided to finish his college education in the United States. He 
earned a B.A. degree in Biology from Florida Gulf Coast University in the fall of 2013. After 
taking time off to pursue other interests, Alejandro received his M.S. degree in Biomedical 
Sciences from Barry University in the fall of 2017 and was accepted at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine in January 2018.  

Alejandro’s opportunities, through life and his academic career, would not be possible 
without the unconditional love and support of his mother, Mariangie Montalvo. He also 
extends his sincere and heartfelt gratitude to the other members of his family for their 
perpetual encouragement, advice, and support. Thank you to Alex Nieves, Miguel Nieves, 
Awilda Robles, Franklyn Laracuente, Marisel Montalvo, Danny Montalvo and Mariwilda 
Montalvo. Lastly, Alejandro would like to dedicate his D.M.D. degree to his late grandfather 
and grandmother, Felix Montalvo Marrero and Carmin Urbina, who were the biggest 
cheerleaders and were an endless source of inspiration.  

After graduation, Alejandro will be working in Destin, FL, where he will begin his dental 
career by the side of his future wife, Bhavya Paranthaman.  

Traci was born in Denver, Colorado and was raised in South Florida. She attended Florida 
International University, where she received her B.S. degree in Biological Sciences. She 
also earned her M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences at Barry University in Miami, Florida. 

First and foremost, Traci would like to thank God for the continued blessings and for taking 
her to this point. She would also like to thank her family, fiancé, and friends who have all 
played a part in her journey. With special thanks to her parents, Liem and Lien; followed by 
her sisters, Lisa and Jaleena; for all the love and support they have given her throughout 
her life. Without the sacrifices they made and the love and encouragement they provided, 
she would not be who she is today. She would especially like to thank her fiancé, David 
Forlano, for his unconditional love, patience, and encouragement throughout the years. 
Traci is beyond grateful to have had amazing people in her life who had made her success 
possible, and she dedicates this degree to them. 

Traci would also like to express gratitude to everyone involved in her preclinical and 
clinical education. She would like to thank everyone involved with Group Dorchester, her 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Rebekah Boral, and Edward Fidrocki; DPAs, 
Dispensary Team, Matilda Bejko, and faculty from all specialty departments, whom she had 
the pleasure of working with and learning from during her time at TUSDM. Lastly, Traci 
would like to thank her fellow classmates for being part of her dental education and for a 
memorable four years. 

Following graduation from TUSDM, Traci plans to practice general dentistry in Texas.   

Alejandro Nieves, D2022 

Traci Trang Nguyen, D2022 
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Valeria was born in Nairobi, Kenya and moved to Dallas, Texas at the age of nine years old. 
She graduated from Texas Tech University with B.S. degree in Clinical Laboratory Science in 
2015. After working in the lab for a year, Valeria attended Mississippi College, where she 
earned an M.S. degree in Medical Science in 2018.  

Valeria attributes most of her success to the overwhelming support of her parents, Charles 
and Winfred Matonda, who instilled in her a great work ethic and the moral values that she 
holds today. She is so blessed to have such wonderful, hardworking and dedicated parents 
who showered her with endless prayers, unconditional love and encouragement 
throughout her life. Valeria is also thankful for her siblings, Brenda, Jesse and Angela, who 
kept her grounded and were a constant source of laughter and strength in desperate times. 
Most importantly, Valeria gives all praises to God for where she is in in life. She would not 
have made it this far without her faith in the all mighty.  

During her four years at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Valeria received 
guidance from numerous faculty and staff from her first years in preclin to her final years in 
clinic. She would like to extend gratitude to everyone who dedicated time and effort to her 
dental education, especially the Practice Coordinators and Practice Administrators in the 
Group Practice Atlantic Clinic. Valeria is also thankful to the DPAs for their continued 
support and understanding through the trial and tribulations of the dental clinic. She 
would also like to thank her mentor, Dr. Joanne M. Falzone, for her guidance and support.  

Valeria made lifelong friends in dental school who provided never-ending laughter and  
 love. They all helped keep her smiling throughout these last four years and for that she is  
 eternally grateful. After graduation, Valeria plans to work as a general dentist in a private  
 practice.   

Hailey was born and raised in Seoul, South Korea and moved to the United States when 
she was 9 years old. She lived in Torrance, California with her mom, dad, and sister. Hailey 
graduated from the University of California, San Diego with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biochemistry and Cell Biology and she earned a Master’s degree in Oral Health Sciences 
from Boston University before attending Tufts.   

During her career at Tufts, Hailey looked forward to new challenges to expand her skills 
and maximize her time at dental school. She worked as a dental assistant for a local 
pediatric dental office on the weekends. Hailey was excited to receive a TUSDM Merit 
Scholarship and to make the Dean’s List for the 2020-2021 academic years.  

Hailey would like to extend her sincere gratitude to faculty, staff, and fellow classmates at 
TUSDM. She gives special thanks to her Fairfield Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul 
Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez, and Frank DeCaro, for their insightful guidance and support. She 
is also very grateful for the entire fourth floor team, including the clinical faculty, 
dispensary staff, and DPAs, who have made her day-to-day clinic experience possible.  

Above all, Hailey would like to express her utmost gratitude to her parents, Myung Hee Noh 
and Jai Ik Noh, for their unconditional love and support in her endeavors; and to her sister, 
HyunJi Noh, for her continuous encouragement. She also feels blessed to have had her 
best friends cheering her on throughout her challenging times as a dental student. She is 
grateful to have had such amazing people in her life who have made her success in the last 
four years possible. 

 Upon graduation, Hailey plans on moving back to her home in California to start practicing  
 as a general dentist.    

Valeria Ogero, D2022 

Hailey Noh, D2022 
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Heddinah was born in Nakuru, Kenya. Seeing the impact of inaccessibility to health care on 
the lives of her family and friends, birthed her journey into dentistry. Upon graduating from 
high school, Heddinah went on to earn her Dental degree from the prestigious University of 
Nairobi School of Dental Sciences, where she earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS). 
She completed a year of dental residency at the Armed Forces Memorial Hospital in 
Nairobi. Heddinah then worked as the director of a private dental clinic for couple years 
before her life’s journey detoured to the U.S. 

Matriculating into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine’s Class of 2022 birthed new 
hope for Heddinah and her family. She will be eternally grateful to the people who have 
made this dream a reality. It has indeed taken a village! Her heartfelt gratitude and awe to 
God, it is by His grace that she has made it this far. 

While at Tufts, Heddinah was consistently on the Dean’s list, and she served as a 
committee member of ASDA Advocacy. She also served as a Radiology Teaching Assistant. 

Heddinah would like to thank her parents; especially her mom, who paused her life to 
move to Boston so she could help with the kids, Mark and Nancy LaPierre, for making sure 
that we never lacked! Thank you to her beautiful daughters, Naya and Zuri, her greatest 
cheerleaders, who relentlessly prayed every day for Heddinah to be accepted into dental 
school, and pushed her to want to achieve this for their family. 

Heddinah would like to thank all the faculty and staff and Tufts Dental School for their 
dedication in shaping her into the clinician that she has become. To the 4th floor Team:  

 Flavio Ferreira, Sarita Hampton, Juan Catano, Romell Madison, Ali, Markaine Desrosiers,  
 thank you for your dedication! 

To the amazing staff at Radiology, Dr. Hugo Campos, Dr. Tarunjeet Pablo, Yolanda Gomes, Emily Fang, Anita Miller and Dilma Lopes Lobo; 
thank you for all you do! 

Special thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry, our IS superman, for believing in her. Thank you to Dr. Jeanette Sabir- Holloway, for giving me the 
opportunity to be part of this amazing school. To the amazing Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Frank Decaro, and Ilena 
Gonzales; thank you for your guidance. To Drs. Ronald Davitt, Mariam Bellussi, Thaisa Bordin, Duangkamol Blankenship, Mahn, Francois 
Fisselier, Karina Irusa, Gabriella Lagreca, Peter Arsenault, Maha Qari, and Robert Gyurko; thank you all for always taking time to teach 
“one more way” to achieve clinical excellence. 

Heddinah is grateful for the friendships she has formed with colleagues here at Tufts. Upon graduation, Heddinah aspires to open a 
network of dental clinics as well as be actively participate in making dental care more accessible to the underserved.  

Alia earned her Bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry from the University of Washington, her 
Master’s in Public Health, concentrating in Epidemiology, from Boston University, and then 
her Master’s in Biomedical Sciences from Mississippi College.  

During her four years at Tufts, Alia served as the elected American Student Dental 
Association (ASDA) representative for her class. Fueled by her passion of organized 
dentistry, Alia also served on ASDA District 1 Cabinet and was elected as the District 1 
Trustee from 2020-2021. While serving on the Board of Trustees for national ASDA, she 
organized a 50-state grassroots campaign to make emergency and permanent changes to 
dental licensure. Alia was nominated to be on the Council on Professional Issues, 
championing national ASDA’s first ever virtual Week of Service. She was also selected to be 
on ASDA’s Diversity and Inclusion Task Force that developed educational programming and 
resources for all dental students and chapter leaders. In 2021, Alia was asked to be the 
student representative on the American Dental Assocation’s (ADA) Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee. She also was select to serve as ASDA’s liaison to the Joint Commission on 
National Dental Education (JCNDE) and was appointed as a Commissioner in Fall 2021. 

Alia is a member of Robert R. Andrews Honor Society, Bates Research Society, and the 
Honos Civicus Society. For her research, evaluating the output of budget curing lights, she 
was awarded the Scientific Merit Award at her first Bates Day.  

While in dental school, Alia founded a nonprofit that teaches essential healthy life skills to 
children in developing countries, BoxforHealth.org. She and her team created a 

comprehensive health education and hygiene program serving over 4,000 children in Lebanon, organized Beirut explosion relief effort 
and sent over ten tons of food, clothes, school, and medical supplies to Lebanon. Through her philanthropy, Alia was recognized by the 
Clinton Foundation as a CGI-U Change Maker. Box for Health is expanding to Pakistan this year.  

Alia would like to extend a sincere thanks and appreciation to all the dental faculty who taught and guided her journey, including the 
Back Bay Group Practice Coordinators, front desk and dispensary staff, oral surgery faculty, and residents for their guidance and life 
advice, especially Dr. Lauren Trager. A special thank you to Karen Alexander, Dean Nadeem Karimbux, Drs. Joanne Falzone, Mary Jane 
Hanlon, Gerald Kugel, Steven Rubin, David Leader, Constantinos Laskarides, Peter Arsenault, and Robert Kasberg for their above and 
beyond support of her education, ASDA activities, and Box for Health. 

None of these achievements would be possible without the love and support of her family and friends. Most importantly, Alia would like 
to thank her parents and her sisters for their encouragement, especially her older and wiser sister, Maya. Alia dedicates her D.M.D. to her 
mother, Beverly Anderson, whose compassion and resilience inspires her daily.  

Following graduation, Alia will begin an Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery internship at the University of Maryland in Baltimore.   

Heddinah Otete, DI2022 

Alia Osseiran, D2022 
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Ross grew up alongside his brother Garrett in a wonderful, loving home, raised by his 
parents, Cari and Richard, who encouraged and inspired an insatiable curiosity and 
persevering self-determination for which he is humbly grateful. Ross attended Louisiana 
State University and graduated with a B.S. in Biology, after which he pursued and obtained 
an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Mississippi College. It is Ross’s love of serving others 
which first drew him toward the field of dentistry and which continues to compel him to be 
ever learning and improving. 

Ross would like to thank his wife, Maggie, for the love and support that she endlessly 
pours out; without her this journey would not have been possible. Ross and Maggie have 
recently welcomed their first child, Jack, into their new family. 

At Tufts, Ross has excelled in academics, making the Dean’s list all four years. Ross also 
enjoys working in the emergency clinic in his spare time. It is the people who make Tufts 
the special institution that it is; Ross would like to express his gratitude toward the entire 
TUSDM family, especially his D22 classmates, for the magnificent experiences that have 
characterized the past four years. 

Ross plans to join a private dental practice following graduation.  

Camila was born in Cali, Colombia and moved to New England with her mother when she 
was seven years old. She attended Merrimack College, where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biology and a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish in 2015, as well as a Master of 
Science in Health and Wellness Management in 2016. Camila attended Mississippi College 
and earned a Master of Science in Medical Sciences in 2017, before beginning her career 
at TUSDM.   

Camila would like to extend her most sincere gratitude the faculty, staff, residents, and 
administration that allowed her to grow both personally and professionally over the past 
four years. She would especially like to thank her practice coordinators, Drs. David Paul, 
Alex Miele and Denisa Stasa; for making her much-awaited transition into clinic as 
seamless as possible, as well as Drs. Lorena Alex and Alberto Sarmiento. Camila would 
also like to give special thanks to Dr. Mirian Belussi, Paula Callahan, Patricia Casey, 
Matilda Bejko and Jackie Roman for being her greatest support system in clinic. As she 
follows in her mother’s footsteps, Camila would also like to thank Drs. Meletia Laskou, 
Rocia Saavedra and Martha Forero for being her mentors and guiding lights in Pediatric 
Dentistry.  

Tufts was not only where Camila was able to make the most of her dental education, but 
also a place where she was able to meet some of the best friends, she has ever had the 
pleasure of meeting, all of whom she now considers family. The past four years would not 
have been the same without them. Although they have made countless memories during 
their time at TUSDM, she is excited to their continued friendships in the future.  

Camila would not be where she is today without the unconditional love and support of her mother, Dr. Viena Posada, who is her greatest 
mentor and best friend. To her father, Dr. Jose Fernando Pachon, who still lives in Colombia along with the rest of her family, she would 
like them to know that, without their prayers and love, she would not be where she is now. To her brothers, Drs. Manuel Posada and 
Michael Posada, she would like them to know how lucky she is to have had them to look up to for all the years leading up to this moment 
and all of the years to come. Camila would also like to thank her friends Amy Berggren, Alexandra Kelly and Iris Motley for being her 
greatest cheerleaders. In times where Camila was unsure of herself or the things she might be able to accomplish they were always there 
for her.  

Lastly, Camila would like to thank Corey Winship for his unwavering love, helping her reach her goals, and for making every day better 
than the last. 

Following graduation, Camila will begin a Pediatric Dental Residency at The University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine and The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).  

Ross Palesano, D2022

Camila Pachon Posada, D2022 
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Bhavya was born in Oak Ridge, Tennessee and raised in Knoxville, Tennessee. She received 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Emory University in 2017. Prior to 
matriculation at Tufts, Bhavya earned a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences with a 
concentration in Oral Biology from Rutgers Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences.  

Bhavya would like to extend her gratitude to the entire Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine community. It was at Tufts that she was able to achieve her childhood dream of 
becoming a dentist. While at Tufts, Bhavya was proud to serve as President of the American 
Association of Public Health Dentistry and Secretary of the Alpha Omega International 
Dental Society.  

Bhavya is extremely grateful to have been a part of Group Practice Atlantic and would like 
to acknowledge Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and Karen Wallach for their guidance, 
patience, and for being great source of knowledge.  

Bhavya attributes her success largely to all of the incredible individuals in her life who 
supported her throughout her academic career. She would like to thank her father, Parans; 
her mother, Sathiya; her sister, Nithya; and her fiancé, Alejandro; for their unrelenting 
love, guidance, and support. 

After graduation, Bhavya will be assuming a position as an Associate Dentist at an office in 
the Panhandle Region of Florida.   

“Learn-unlearn-relearn. That is the cycle of life” - Anonymous 

Hailing from a family of doctors, Dhiraj always knew he wanted to go into healthcare. He 
decided he wanted to become a dentist during his middle school days. Dhiraj comes from 
Mumbai, India, where he was born and raised. He graduated from Manipal College of 
Dental Sciences, Mangalore, India at the renowned Manipal University, as a member of the 
Class of 2018, and received his Bachelor of Dental Surgery. 

Dhiraj’s journey at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine has been exceptionally 
rewarding; clinically, socially, and culturally. He had the opportunity to be involved in 
clinical activities, research projects, and various clubs at Tufts. He was endowed as a 
Dean’s List Recipient, awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship for his outstanding academic 
standing, and was awarded a grant for his research project.  

He was bestowed with the responsibility of serving as a Clinical Teaching Assistant for 
Group Practice Atlantic. He would like to extend heartfelt gratitude to all his PCs, Drs. 
Karen Wallach, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stasa, who have taught him the skills to become a 
well-rounded dentist. He would also like to thank Drs. Pilar Sanchez and Maha Qari for 
their help during his time in the undergraduate clinic and who have given him the 
confidence to succeed. He would also like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry for his guidance 
throughout the way, even before starting his journey at Tufts. 

This biography would be incomplete if he did not mention his parents, Mrs. Nikita and Dr. 
Jawahar, and his older brother, Dr. Suraj, for having been the backbone of all his 

endeavors. To all of the faculty, staff, senior and junior class members, and friends who have stuck by him through thick and thin in this 
journey, a very big thank you to all! Last but not least, Dhiraj would like to take a moment to thank the almighty God who has always 
shown him the way forward. 

Dhiraj plans to work as a general dentist in the New England area for the next couple of years and holds an active interest in 
Orthodontics.  

 “Going through dental school for a second time has taught me more about myself than anything else, and I am happy to have taken this 
step forward.” Onwards and upwards!   

Bhavya Paranthaman, D2022 

Dhiraj Panjwani, DI2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  86

.

Bhumi was born in the suburbs of Detroit, Michigan and grew up on Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts. She graduated in 2018 with honors from Northeastern University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Health Sciences and a minor in Biology.

During her time at TUSDM, Bhumi had the opportunity to serve as a didactic and pre-
clinical teaching assistant for various basic science and dental courses. Bhumi was 
awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship, and earned recognition as a Dean’s List award 
recipient in all four years at TUSDM. During her final year, she completed a clinical 
externship at Winslow Indian Health Care Center in Arizona, where she provided dental 
care to members of the Navajo community. Also in her final year, Bhumi was selected to be 
a member of the Honos Civicus Society. 

Bhumi expresses sincere gratitude to her Back Bay Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. David 
Leader, Maria Torres, Merelyn Hong, and Olympia Karacosta, for their exceptional clinical 
guidance and mentorship during her time at TUSDM. Additionally, Bhumi would also like to 
express gratitude to all of the faculty that contributed to her clinical education, with special 
recognition to Drs. Thaisa Bordin and Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament. Lastly, Bhumi 
would like to thank the DPAs, dispensary staff, radiology technicians, auxiliary staff, and 
all of her patients who made her dental education and training possible.

Graduating as the first dentist in her family, Bhumi extends her most heartfelt appreciation 
to her family and friends who have supported her every step of this journey. Bhumi is 
grateful for the life-long friends that she made during her time at TUSDM, and the 

memories they made together will always have a special place in her heart. She extends a special thank you to Konark, for endlessly 
supporting and encouraging her throughout her educational journey.

Above all, Bhumi would like to dedicate her dental degree to her parents, Mahesh and Tina Patel, who always encouraged her to follow 
her dreams. This degree would not be possible without their unconditional love, sacrifice, and support. She extends immense gratitude 
to her amazing sisters, Urvi and Hima, for being a strong support system, and for always being there for her.

After graduation, Bhumi will be attending a General Practice Residency at the Philadelphia VA Medical Center.  

Akshara was born in Atlanta, Georgia and moved to Florida when she was one year old. She 
was raised in a small town called Hernando, Florida. Growing up, Akshara enjoyed playing 
tennis as part of the varsity team in middle school and high school. She was very 
passionate about it, as she was the team captain for a few years. Aside from playing tennis 
and spending time with her family and friends, she was just as passionate about her 
education and learning new things. She graduated from Nova Southeastern University with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 2015 and received her Master of Science degree in 2017 
from Barry University. After completing both degrees, she made her big move in 2018 to 
Tufts Dental in Boston to pursue her lifelong dream of becoming a dentist.  

Akshara’s dental journey would not have been possible without the love, support and 
positivity from her parents, Kamina and Pinakin, and brother, Dhruv. The support that she 
received turned her into a strong and independent individual with countless opportunities. 
All of her close friends know that her family are her best friends and are the reason she has 
made it this far. Akshara would like to thank her closest friends that she grew up with in 
Florida, who have been cheering her on from afar; and her dental school best friend, Palak 
Patel, who has been by her side since the first day of school.  

While at Tufts, Akshara spent some of her free time volunteering with organizations such 
as Sharewood and Give Kids A Smile, where she gave oral hygiene instructions and 
performed health and cancer screenings. She was also a member of SAMDA (South Asian 
Medical and Dental Association). She also had the opportunity to help out in the 
Emergency clinic whenever needed. She would like to thank her Group Dorchester Clinic 

Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki and Rebekah Boral, for their guidance and support throughout the time in 
clinic and for helping her gain the confidence that was needed for a smooth transition into clinic. She would also like to thank Drs. Thaisa 
Bordin, Dongwoo Park, Maria Avrampou, Tingyun Tsai, Ronald Davitt, Rocio Saavedra, Robert Gyurko and Kerith Rankin for being great 
mentors in didactics and in clinic.  

Lastly, Akshara would like to thank the City of Boston for giving her endless memories and lifelong friendships the last four years. After 
graduation, Akshara will be working in a private practice or DSO as a General Dentist.   

Bhumi Patel, D2022

Akshara Patel, D2022 
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Darshan (DM) was born in Houston, TX and grew up in Atlanta, GA. He graduated from the 
University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Science in Biology in 2017. 

While at Tufts, Darshan earned recognition on the Dean’s List each year and was awarded a 
merit scholarship during his last year. Darshan was honored to have been selected as a 
Teaching Assistant for Fixed Prosthodontics, Operative, and Dental Anatomy. Darshan’s 
experiences working with and mentoring his peers through the TA program are among his 
most cherished Tufts memories. Darshan also enjoyed participating in Alpha Omega, 
SAMDA, and recreational basketball.  

Darshan would like to thank his clinical faculty, Drs. James Theodore, Justin Cardarelli 
Thaisa Bordin, Nitu Singh, and Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament; and his practice 
coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele and David Paul; for their mentorship, knowledge, and laughs 
throughout the years in the clinic. He would also like to thank his DPA Tangy Person, 
Merlene James-Harris, and dispensary staff, Jackie Roman and Matilda Bejko, for their 
endless support and dealing with his hot messes during clinic hours.  

Darshan would also like to thank the classmates and lifelong friends he made while at 
Tufts, especially his roommates, Rikesh, Parin and Nehal. Many of Darshan’s favorite 
dental school memories involve spending time with amazing friends and roommates. Their 
unwavering support made the four years of dental school fly by. He looks forward to seeing 
the wonderful accomplishments his friends will surely make in the years to come. “We did 
it, guys!” 

Most importantly, Darshan would like to thank his gurus, Pramukh Swami and Mahant Swami Maharaj; his parents, Mayur and Ramila 
Patel; his sister, Sapna; his brothers, Nishil, Vandan and Pankil; and his amazing friends for their endless guidance, love, and support, as 
he embarks on his journey to become a dentist. Darshan would also like to send love to his late friend Dr. Sunny Patel, MD who mentored 
him throughout his entire journey and continues to play a role in his life.  

Darshan hopes to go back home and work in the Atlanta area.   

Chintan was born and raised in Gujarat, India. He Graduated with Bachelor of Dental 
Surgery (B.D.S.) from Manubhai Patel Dental College, Vadodara, India in 2011. He 
practiced as a General Dentist at his own dental office for 7 years before moving to the 
U.S.A. in 2018 to pursue his Doctor of Dental Medicine at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. During his journey as a dental professional, Chintan enjoyed various clinical 
experiences, as well as participated in numerous volunteering activities in India.  

After moving to the U.S.A. in 2018, Chintan started working as a dental assistant in private 
dental clinics in New York and Pennsylvania to further solidify his journey into the dental 
field. While managing work, he studied for and passed his NBDE part 1 and 2 prior to 
attending Tufts Dental School. He joined TUSDM in January 2020. During his journey at 
Tufts Dental School he, not only, gained excellence clinically, but also academically. He 
achieved Dean’s list, due to his outstanding performance in his 2nd and 3rd years, and 
was awarded a Merit Scholarship. Apart from his role as a student, he also worked as a 
Clinical Teaching Assistant of Exeter Group, to help other students in clinic; and as a Lab 
Safety Teaching Assistant, to ensure the health and safety of students who work in the lab.  

Chintan is very thankful to Drs. Ronald Perry and Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for giving him an 
opportunity to be a part of TUSDM. He would especially like to thank his Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and Mary Karish-Dodge, who trusted him in 
the role of Clinical Teaching Assistant, and also for their tremendous support and 
encouragement throughout his journey in clinic. He would like to express his deepest 
appreciation to the dedicated faculty of TUSDM, especially Drs. Maha Qari, Ali Muftu, Rocio 

Saavedra, Francois Fisselier, Thaisa Bordin, Gustavo Mahn, Yo-Wei Chen, Vincent Basha, Tingyun Tsai and William Lobel, for their 
outstanding guidance and endless support in the clinic. He would also like to thank Paula Callahan and Patricia Casey for giving him an 
opportunity to work as a Lab safety Teaching Assistant and for their constant support and faith in him for this role.  

Finally, Chintan is grateful to his mother, Maliniben Patel; father, Manojbhai Patel; sister, Kruti Patel; brother-in-law, Sajan Patel; brother, 
Mehul Patel; sister-in-law, Pinalben Patel; and nephew, Dev Patel; for their sacrifice, encouragement, unconditional love and continuous 
support throughout his dental school journey. None of this would have been possible without their support. 

After graduation, Chintan would like to work as a general dentist in Pennsylvania to fulfill his dream.  

Darshan Patel, D2022 

Chintan Patel, DI2022 
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Palak was raised in Simsbury, CT and graduated from the University of Rochester in 2017 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Health, Behavior and Society. During her time at Rochester, she 
had the opportunity to listen to a dentist speak about public health topics, and that is 
when she realized she wanted to pursue a dental career. Following graduation, to 
strengthen her science background, she went on to complete her M.S. in Biomedical 
Sciences at Tufts University School of Medicine in 2018. 

While at Tufts, Palak was involved in several activities involving leadership and community 
service. She was nominated and chosen to serve as the TUSDM Student Representative for 
the Tufts Board of Trustees and was appointed to the Academic Affairs Committee. Palak is 
a recipient of a Tisch COVID-19 Response Grant, which she used to develop online 
interactive oral health and nutrition lessons for elementary and middle school children in 
the Boston area. As a first-year student, she was a member of Health Literacy Intensive 
course and went on to pursue health literacy related activities throughout her years at 
Tufts.  

Most notably, Palak served as the Class Treasurer for the TUSDM Class of 2022. She is 
grateful to her classmates for allowing her this opportunity and extremely thankful to work 
alongside an amazing team of fellow students, Romina Aznavaleh, Chris Hines, and Shalin 
Shah. Through all the ups and downs, she is happy they were able to start and finish this 
journey together. 

Palak would like to thank all her didactic, pre-clinical, clinical instructors, especially Drs. 
Poonam Soi, Mirian Belussi, and Ronald Davitt, as well as Kathryn Dolan and her Dorchester Clinic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Edward 
Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulus, and Rebekah Boral, for their continued guidance and mentorship. She would also like to thank her DPA’s, as 
well as Matilda Bekjo, Jacqueline Roman, and the rest of the dispensary staff for their support and help in making patient care run 
smoothly. Additionally, she is extremely grateful for Drs. Robert Kasberg and Aruna Ramesh, who have both played important roles in her 
dental school journey. 

Lastly, Palak would like to thank her parents, Dipak and Bhavna Patel, and her brother, Sagar, for their unconditional love and support. 
She is grateful for her all of her family and friends, and will miss her Tufts family, who have made the last four years truly extraordinary. In 
particular, she wants to thank her best friend, Akshara Patel D22, for her everlasting support, kindness, and laughter throughout these 
past four years. She also wants to thank her best friends from college, Neesha Desai and Eugenia Zeng, who she is grateful to have had 
by her side as they all pursued health professional schools together.  

Following graduation, Palak will be pursuing a GPR program at NYMC NYC H+H/Metropolitan Hospital.   

Gopi was born in Princeton, New Jersey and grew up in the town of Monmouth Junction, NJ. 
She graduated from Rutgers University with a minor in Art and a B.A. degree in Biological 
Sciences. She then worked as a dental assistant and receptionist in the year 2017-2018 as 
well as a paint night instructor before entering Tufts School of Dental Medicine in the fall of 
2018.  

During her time at Tufts, Gopi earned the Dean’s List and received the Merit Scholarship for 
the 2020-2021 academic year. She enjoyed participating in club community service 
events, including the Hispanic Dental Association and the Asian Dental Organization. She 
is also grateful for receiving an experience where she provided care in an underserved 
community during her externship at AltaMed Dental Group in Anaheim, California, as well 
as obtaining continuous advice and support from the warm staff and doctors. 

Gopi appreciates the work of all of the Tufts faculty that helped shape her career as a 
dental professional. She would like to specially thank her Group Dorchester Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, Rebekah Boral, and Erick Gomez; 
for their endless encouragement and invaluable guidance throughout her clinical years at 
Tufts. She would also like to give gratitude to her accommodating DPA’s and the supportive 
staff on the third floor, as well as dispensary staff, Jackie Roman, and dental assistant, 
Matilda Bejko, for being the heart and soul of their floor.  

Gopi is extremely appreciative and proud of her successes and achievements thus far, all 
of which would not be possible without the unconditional support she has received from 

her family and friends. She would like to give a special thank you to her parents, her brother, and her extended family for their everlasting 
encouragement, guidance, and sacrifice. She is also very grateful for the friendships she has made at Tufts. Her closest friends allowed 
her to laugh, grow, and persevere through the demanding years of dental school. 

Lastly, Gopi is thankful to have spent four years in the beautiful City of Boston, rich in culture and adventure, creating memories that will 
stay with her forever. After graduation, Gopi plans to work as a general dentist in private practice.  

Palak Patel, D2022 

Gopi Patel, D2022 
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Prateek grew up in Congers, NY and received a B.S. degree in Health Sciences from Stony 
Brook University.  

Prateek would like to thank all the preclinical and clinical faculty for all their help through 
his time in school. He would like to extend sincere gratitude to his Practice Coordinators, 
Drs. Merelyn Hong, Olympia Karacosta, and Maria Torres, as well as faculty members, Drs. 
David Leader, Francois Fisselier, Marcelo Suzuki, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Vincent 
Basha, Gustavo Mahn, Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Tingyun Tsai, Kerith Rankin, 
Peter Arsenault, Stephany Cordero Andujar, James Theodore, Rocio Saavedra, Pasquale 
Eckert, Rohit Sahdev, and Karen Wallach, for their mentorship, guidance, and support. He 
would like to also thank Alyx Ortiz, Tommy Rivera, Valerie Distefano, Caitlin Lu, Jacqueline 
Kulas, and Lindita Kurbini. 

He would like to thank Dr. George Bohle, III, for his undying support and belief in his 
success; his parents; brother, Ankit; sister-in-law, Tanvi; and two nieces, Ameya and Anya; 
for their continued love, support, and help. 

Prateek plans to work as an associate dentist after graduation.  

Parin was raised in Stone Mountain, Georgia. He attended the University of Georgia and 
earned his B.B.A. in Management Information Systems. Following college, Parin attended 
Georgia State University and earned a Master of Science in Biology.  

Parin is grateful and humbled to be able to study at TUSDM. This institution exudes 
excellence and gave him great clinical training. While at Tufts, Parin immersed himself in a 
variety of student-run organizations, holding executive positions in the Tufts Chapter of 
Alpha Omega and being involved in volunteer events such as Give Kids A Smile. Parin was 
also honored to earn recognition on the Dean’s List. 

Parin would like to thank the TUSDM staff and faculty in the Group Atlantic, as well as in 
the pre-clinic, who helped him every day to become the best clinician possible. Parin 
would also like to thank the many friends and classmates who went through the journey 
with him during dental school. None of this would have been possible without their 
support, especially Romina Aznavaleh and the rest of the Executive Board for the D22 
class. 

Lastly, Parin would like to thank his parents, Jayesh and Prerna, for all the unconditional 
support, love and sacrifices. He would like to thank his older brother, Pankit, for all the 
positivity and encouragement throughout dental school. He is also thankful for his 
roommates, Darshan, Nehal and Rikesh; for always motivating, listening, and challenging 
him to do more. Finally, he would like to thank his fiancé, Hema, and their dog, Mojo, for 
reminding him how blessed he is and bringing light to the darkest times of dental school. 

 After graduation Parin plans on returning back to Georgia and continue to strive to increase  
 his dental knowledge and skills through working at a practice.  

Prateek Patel, D2022 

Parin Patel, D2022 
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Virginia received a B.A. in Chemistry from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and a Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University.  

Virginia would like to thank Drs. Paul Trombly, Frank DeCaro and Ilenia Gonzalez for being 
great mentors and practice coordinators. Also, Virginia would like to thank Drs. Thaisa 
Bordin, Gustavo Mahn and Duangkamol Blankenship for being such incredible teachers 
and mentors in the field of Prosthodontics. 

Virginia spent a great amount of her first year in dental school in the anatomy lab. Learning 
the intricate pathways of the cranial nerves was a challenge she was determined to 
conquer. During her second year, Virginia joined HDA, which helped her forge some great 
friendships. Her third and fourth years were spent mainly fostering great relationships with 
her patients and learning from all the great mentors at Tufts.  

Virginia really got to enjoy all the beautiful New England hikes with her friends, husband, 
and dog, Tobi. Virginia and her husband, Huy, learned how to ski during the four winters 
they lived in Boston. They fell in love with skiing and hope to continue the tradition every 
year.  

The most memorable experience at Tufts happened during her last semester. Virginia is an 
avid cook, so she participated in the Tufts Alumni auction to donate a cooking experience 
by a D22 student. This experience included a five-course elegant dinner experience for 10 
Tufts alumni. The proceeds went to the incoming D25 class scholarships.  

 After graduation, Virginia will work at a private practice in Tampa, Florida.  

 Virginia would like to thank her family for keeping her grounded during dental school. Most  
 importantly, she would like to thank her best friend, Huy, for the consistent support and for  
 always helping her achieve her goals.    

Rikesh was born and raised in Middle Tennessee. He then went on to college and earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Public Health from East Tennessee State University. Following 
college, Rikesh attended the University of Memphis to earn a Master’s in Healthcare 
Administration and continued on to begin his career in dentistry at Tufts University School 
of Dental Medicine.  

During his time at Tufts, Rikesh was honored to earn recognition on the Dean’s List and to 
be a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship. Rikesh was elected to the D22 Class 
representative for the Patient Care and Quality Assurance Committee. Also, as a way of 
advancing his and his fellow students’ understanding of pre-clinical courses, Rikesh was 
selected to work as a Teaching Assistant for the Removable Prosthodontic, Cardiology, 
Tissue Injury and Host Disease courses. Outside of Tufts, Rikesh had the opportunity to 
serve as member of the Boston/New England Committee for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. He will forever be thankful for the humbling experience of working with so many 
amazing people and hoping to help others understand, treat and defeat childhood cancer 
and other life-threatening diseases. 

Rikesh was blessed with many incredible faculty and friends at TUSDM. He would like to 
thank Drs. Francois Fisselier and Vasiliki Tsakalelli for their mentorship in both clinic and 
while serving as their course liaison. He expresses his gratitude to all the Group Dorchester 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Rebakah Boral, and Theano Eliopoulos. Rikesh 
also wants to make special mention to Drs. James Theodore, Ronald Davitt, Mary Jane 
Hanlon, Rocio Saavedra, Stephany Cordero and Nitu Singh. Rikesh would also like to thank 

Allyson Santo, Merlene James-Harris, Matilda Bejko and Jackie Roman for their support through clinic. Rikesh thanks the many 
unforgettable friends and classmates he made at TUSDM as well.  

Lastly, Rikesh would like to acknowledge the unconditional love, support, and guidance from his amazing parents, Rajendra and Swati; 
older sister and brother-in-law, Shivani and Maheshvar; and twin brother and sister-in-law, Ritesh and Jaanki. Rikesh believes that his 
family has served as the foundation for his success and he is so grateful for their unwavering belief in his ability to accomplish everything 
he sets his sights on.  

Following graduation, Rikesh will pursue a pediatric dental residency at Children’s of Mississippi/The University of Mississippi.

Virginia Perello, D2022 

Rikesh Patel, D2022 
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Dora was born and raised in Ecuador. She moved to the United States with her family in 
2009 and received a B.A. in Biology from Kean University in New Jersey.  

During her time at Tufts, Dora was involved in many student organizations where she was 
an active member. She was the President of important student organizations such as the 
Head and Neck Cancer Association and the Public Health Dental Association. She planned 
and organized many successful events where she showed her leadership skills and the 
knowledge that her years at Tufts taught her. She was an instructor and mentor on the 
Teachers and High School Students Program (TAHSS), where she worked with medical and 
dental students to create an interesting and educational curriculum for high school 
students during the summer. Besides her activities as a dental student, she likes to be 
involved with community service. She has participated in activities with the Boston Cares 
team around Boston, providing help and care to underserved communities. The community 
service event that she most remembers is the time she was part of Tough Ruck Boston as a 
volunteer services coordinator. It was a big and demanding project, but the result was 
highly rewarding.  

During her time in Tufts, she learned and experience the inequalities and difficulties that 
many patients face to have access to dental care. In the future, she looks forward to 
working with underrepresented communities in the New Jersey and New York areas to give 
the best care she can provide. Following graduation, Dora is planning to do a General 
Practice Residency in New Jersey/New York area.  

Dora wants to thank her parents and brothers for all the encouragement and support they have provided over all these years. Also, she 
wants to thank her loved ones that were of great support during her dental school journey but have passed. “Thanks to the souls who left 
me too soon. All of you are smiling and sending blessings upon me. I love each of you and you are deeply missed. The love and spirit of 
each of you will live on me forever.”  

Kristiana was born and raised in Atlanta, GA and earned her B.S. degree in Family Science 
from the University of Maryland, College Park in 2014, while running collegiate Track and 
Field. After receiving her undergraduate degree, Kristiana moved back to Atlanta, GA and 
became a scholar for the Increasing Diversity in Dentistry Pipeline Initiative started by Dr. 
Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, as well as working full-time as a dental assistant to enhance her 
skills in the dental field. In 2016, Kristiana moved to Mississippi to pursue a Master of 
Medical Science degree from Mississippi College and graduated in 2017.  

At Tufts, Kristi volunteered as an Admissions Ambassador and worked as a Teaching 
Assistant for Operative, Radiology, Fixed Prosthodontics, and Periodontology departments 
as well as a Lab Safety/Clinical Affairs Teaching Assistant, and an exam proctor. Kristi was 
also an E-board member for the Sports Dentistry Club and was able to use her passion for 
community service and sports to help the organization incorporate sporting activities and 
community service events for children. Additionally, Kristi participated in the Advanced 
Selective Program in Esthetic Dentistry, expanding her knowledge of esthetic and 
restorative dentistry. Kristiana also earned Dean’s List status during her time at Tufts, as 
well as the Merit Scholarship.  

Kristiana is extremely appreciative of all her peers and mentors who influenced the person 
and provider she is today. She would like to thank all her close friends she made here at 
TUSDM for all of the wonderful memories they have shared since day one. Most importantly, 
she would like to thank her mentors, Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Robert Kasberg, for 
believing in her and giving her the opportunity to pursue her dreams of dentistry.  

Kristi would also like to thank her #1 team through it all, her mother, Tiana: her father, Chris; her brother, Jordan; her grandmother, 
Patricia; and her aunt and uncle, Regina and Thomas. She would not be who or where she is today without them, and she appreciates the 
roles they each played in her continued success. It takes a village!  

After graduation, Kristiana plans to return to Atlanta, GA and work as a General Dentist. Her long-term goals are to open her own practice 
and continue giving back to communities in need.  

 

Dora Piedra-Gutierrez, D2022 

Kristiana Person, D2022 
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Andres was born in Boston, Massachusetts and was raised just outside the city, in 
Needham, MA. He grew up speaking both Spanish and English at home, as his parents had 
moved from Venezuela to the U.S. shortly before he was born and engrained the 
importance of being bilingual from an early age. He is the oldest of three sisters and enjoys 
spending time with friends and family, exercising, and watching the Patriots, Red Sox, 
Celtics, and Bruins when not in school. Andres’ parents are both physicians in the Boston 
area and their dedication and compassion influenced his decision to pursue a career in the 
healthcare field. 

He completed his undergraduate education at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
(Fire the Muskets!), graduating with a B.S. in Biology in 2018, before beginning at Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine the same year. 

Andres is extremely grateful for the education he received over the last four years, as well 
as the life-long friendships and professional relationships he was able to create. He would 
like to thank the Atlantic Practice Coordinators, as well as the Front Desk and the various 
staff and faculty members on the second floor, that have supported him throughout his 
clinical experience at TUSDM. 

Andres is planning on pursuing a one-year AEGD residency at TUSDM after graduation and 
looking forward to helping out underserved communities in the Massachusetts area in the 
future. 

 

Naude was born in Boston, Massachusetts. She earned her Bachelor of Science in 
Biochemistry from Andrews University. Since her undergraduate career, she has 
maintained a strong interest in public health in order to improve healthcare and reduce 
health disparities among minorities. This passion led Naude to serve as the Vice President 
of the American Association of Public Health Dentistry (AAPHD) while attending Tufts 
University. 

Naude is a recipient of the National Health Service Corps Scholarship (NHSC).  

While at Tufts, Naude was an active member of many organizations, such as the Hispanic 
Dental Association (HDA), Student National Dental Association (SNDA), American 
Association of Public Health Dentistry (AAPHD), Christian Medical and Dental Association 
(CMDA), and the Health Professions Scholarship Program (HPSP). Her passion for 
community service prompted her to volunteer in many community service events in 
schools, churches, hospitals, and homeless shelters.  

Naude would like to express her gratitude to God for giving her the strength and 
determination to fulfill her purpose. She would like to thank her family and friends for their 
incredible love and support. She would like to acknowledge the TUSDM faculty and 
administrators that has been an enormous guidance throughout her journey, particularly 
Drs. Robert Kasberg, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Ronald Davitt, Francois Fissilier, David 
Leader, Sheldon Yunes, Rocio Saavedra, Pilar Sanchez, Aidee Herman, Thaisa Bordin, and 
Amit Sachdeo. In addition, she would like to thank her practice coordinators, Drs. Alberto 

Sarmiento, Karen Wallach, Olympia Karacosta, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stasa. She would also like to thank the Atlantic Group Practice 
team Jackie Kulas, Tommy Rivera, Alyx Ortiz, Lindita Kurbini, and Anita Miller.  

Following graduation, Naude will begin a General Practice Residency at Montefiore Medical Center in New York City. She wishes her 
classmates all the best in their future endeavors.   

 

Andres Pinto-Pro, D2022 

Naude Pierre, D2022 
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Aziz was raised in Brookline, Massachusetts. He earned his B.S in Biology at Tufts 
University. He was exposed to dentistry at a very young age, as his father, Dr. Nooruddin 
Pradhan, was a faculty member in the Pediatric Dentistry department at TUSDM and a 
student in the IS class. As a child, Aziz even received dental care at the Pediatric Dental 
Clinic at Tufts. Aziz watched his parents, Nooruddin and Dilshad, demonstrate the qualities 
of hard work and perseverance, as they struggled to make ends meet in those initial years, 
and he will always be grateful for the material and emotional comfort they have given him. 
Additionally, he is grateful for his elder brother, Moez, who has always been a source of 
support. Aziz knew at an early age that he wanted to go into the dental field and hoped to 
acquire his education at Tufts. He looks forward to continuing his education after 
graduation and to giving back to the country that has given him so much.  

Aziz has been fortunate to have great mentors throughout his years at TUSDM. He would 
like to show gratitude to his Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, Denisa 
Stasa, Lorena Alex, and Alberto Sarmiento. They have contributed immensely to his 
understanding of all aspects of dentistry, including diagnosis and treatment planning and 
patient management. Aziz is grateful to his PCs for choosing him as a clinical Teaching 
Assistant and giving him the opportunity to share his experiences and knowledge with the 
underclassmen. Aziz would also like to show appreciation for all the amazing clinical 
faculty at TUSDM. He would especially like to acknowledge the mentorship of Drs. Thaisa 
Bordin, Rocio Saavedra, Miriam Margelashvili, and Ronald Davitt in both pre-clinical and 
clinical disciplines. He would also like to thank all of the Group Charlestown staff who  

 ensure a positive student and patient experience, especially Tangy Person and  
 Matilda Bejko. 

 Aziz is looking forward to gaining more experience in the various aspects of dentistry  
 including digital dental technology, restorative dentistry, endodontics, and oral surgery.  
 He will be attending an advanced education in general dentistry program at the University  
 College of Dentistry after graduation.   

Jordan was born in Queens, NY, and grew up in New City, NY. He earned his B.S. degree in 
Psychology from the State University of New York at Oneonta in 2012. He then completed a 
Master’s in Biomedical Sciences with a concentration in Oral Biology from Rutgers 
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences in 2016. After completing his graduate studies, 
Jordan became a licensed EMT, volunteering at the New City Ambulance Corps in New City, 
NY. He worked as a dental assistant at pediatric and general dental practices before 
matriculating into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM).  

During Jordan’s 4 years at Tufts Dental School, he was involved in several different 
volunteer community service activities for the local Boston community. He especially 
enjoyed participating in the Give Kids A Smile program and the Cradles to Crayons 
organization. Additionally, Jordan was involved with the admissions department as an 
Admissions Ambassador since his second year, and was a CPR instructor for the past 4 
years. Jordan also was awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship, and a Dean’s List recipient for 
the 2020-2021 academic year.  

Jordan’s success in dental school would not be possible if not for his family. He would like 
to thank his parents, Dr. Bradley Plotkin and Michele Plotkin, for their unconditional love, 
endless support and encouragement during his academic journey to becoming a dental 
student and throughout his 4 years of dental school. Jordan would also like to thank his 
sisters, Jillian Plotkin and Lindsay Plotkin, for always being there for him. He wishes his 
Grandma Nunu and Papa Jerry could be here with him today, and he knows they would be 
so proud of him.  

Jordan is grateful for the education he received at TUSDM. He would like to thank all of his didactic, pre-clinical, and clinical instructors 
for their invaluable knowledge, patience, mentorship, and clinical training. Jordan would like to give special recognition to his Group 
Exeter Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish-Dodge, and Mark Caddell, for showing him how to provide the best care to 
his patients and practice dentistry with great skill, empathy, and compassion; which were fundamental in shaping him into the clinician 
he is today. Jordan would like to thank all his patients for having confidence in him, for always teaching him something new, and trusting 
him with their care. Jordan would also like to thank Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for believing in him, giving him the opportunity to become 
part of the Tufts family, and achieve his dream of becoming a dentist.  

After graduation, Jordan is excited to continue his dental training in a General Practice Residency at Jacobi Medical Center in Bronx, New 
York.   

Aziz Pradhan, D2022 

Jordan Plotkin, D2022 
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Sneha was born in Bangalore, India and lived there for three years. She then moved to 
Australia for another three years, jumping around from city to city, including Perth, 
Adelaide, and Melbourne. At the age of six, she moved to Boston, Massachusetts for her 
last big move. Sneha enjoys her hobbies of singing, reading, writing, and traveling with her 
family to new countries and exploring different cultures. As an undergraduate student at 
Boston University, Sneha completed her Bachelor of Science degree in Health Sciences 
with a minor in Cultural Anthropology in 2017, while spending her free time in a Bollywood 
fusion acapella group and participating in competitions across the country. Following 
graduation, Sneha completed a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences at Tufts University School 
of Medicine while applying to dental schools. She was extremely happy to receive her 
acceptance to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM).   

Throughout her four years at TUSDM, Sneha participated in the Health Literacy Intensive 
course, where she learned techniques to help patients understand heath information so 
they can make informed health care decisions. She was a Teaching Assistant for the 
Cardiology course, Secretary of the South Asian Medical and Dental Association and Bates 
Research Group, and she participated in the tele-tutoring program as a tutor for Boston 
Public School system. She was lucky enough to work with Dr. David Leader to help create a 
presentation and present to the Scleroderma India Foundation, which discussed the oral 
health effects of Scleroderma and how individuals with Scleroderma can help improve 
their dental health by empowering them with knowledge of what dental questions to ask 
their dentist, different tools, products, and lifestyle changes they can adapt to help 

mitigate the symptoms of Scleroderma on their oral health. She was grateful to be included in this amazing opportunity and learned a lot 
about Scleroderma and its effect in dentistry.  

Sneha is immensely grateful to all her dental school mentors, including Drs. Noshir Mehta, David Leader, and Paul Leavis, as well as her 
wonderful Practice Coordinators for Team Exeter, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish-Dodge, and Mark Caddell. She is also thankful for her 
dental friends and family for which their love and support have been a constant source of inspiration throughout her journey in dental 
school.  

After graduation, Sneha plans to practice in Mukilteo, WA as an associate dentist in a corporate dental office. She is looking forward to 
this new chapter in her life and career as a dental provider.  

Elina was born and raised in Houston, Texas, and received her B.S. in Public Health with a 
minor in Business Administration from the University of Texas at Austin. “Hook Em’!” She 
then went on to pursue a Master’s degree in Cell and Molecular Biology from Tulane 
University in New Orleans, graduating with honors. Elina then matriculated into Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine as a member of the Class of 2022.   

Elina is incredibly grateful for the invaluable education she received at TUSDM. During her 
time at Tufts, Elina served as the Global Committee Representative for American Students 
Dental Association (ASDA) and as Social Chair for South Asian Medical and Dental 
Association (SAMDA). Additionally, she spent time as a Teaching Assistant for Pediatric 
Dentistry and Endodontics, as well as a tutor for various other basic science and dental 
courses. She also received recognition on Dean’s List her first, third, and fourth year and 
was a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship.   

First and foremost, Elina would like to thank her parents, Rahul and Serena, for their 
unconditional love and support during the four years of dental school. She would like to 
thank her sister, Alisha, for always standing by her side and for believing in her at all costs, 
along with her grandmother, Usha; and Mohan, Rupi, and Anjali for being her biggest 
cheerleaders throughout dental school. 

Elina would also like to extend gratitude towards her Practice Coordinator, Drs. Karen 
Wallach, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stassa, as well as all the DPAs, especially Jacqueline 
Kulas, dispensary staff, especially Lindita Kurbini; and the entire front desk team for 

making Group Practice Atlantic something she will always cherish. Elina would also like to thank Dr. Rocio Saavedra for always providing 
her guidance and support in pursuing a career in pediatric dentistry. She would like to specially thank Dr. Addy Alt-Holland, who served 
as her mentor throughout her dental education.   

In addition, Elina would like to thank all the faculty at TUSDM, especially Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Francois Fisselier, and Maria Rachel 
Monteiro, who have made her clinical experience one full of learning and growth. Elina is particularly grateful for and would like to 
recognize Drs. David Joey Chang, Panos Papaspyridakos, Aikaterini Papathanasiou, and BiNa Oh for their clinical excellence, practice 
philosophy, compassionate care, and kindness, all who have influenced the kind of clinician she aspires to be.    

Lastly, Elina would like to thank all her friends, old and new, for being her biggest support system throughout the entirety of this journey. 
She feels truly blessed to be surrounded by such amazing people during these past four years in Boston.   

After graduation, Elina will begin specialty training in Pediatric Dentistry as a resident at New York University in Manhattan.   

Elina is looking forward to the next chapter and wishes to congratulate the Class of 2022 on all of their achievements!  

Sneha Prem, D2022 

Elina Prakash, D2022 
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Deena Raef was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, grew up in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and is 
originally from Aleppo, Syria. She graduated from the University of Southern Maine in 
Portland, with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science in 2018. 

Deena would like to extend her gratitude to Dr. Robert Kasberg and her practice 
coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell and Mary Karish-Dodge, for their patience, 
guidance, mentorship and encouragement in clinic. Deena would like to thank the entire 
TUSDM faculty, especially Dr. Thaisa Bordin, as her patience and help in clinic was above 
and beyond, and truly helped shape her into a more compassionate and dedicated 
provider. 

Deena would like to dedicate her degree to her parents, Hussein and Manal, and thank 
them for being her biggest source of support, inspiration, encouragement, and love. 
Without them, she would never have been able to achieve her goal of becoming a dentist. 
Deena would also like to thank the rest of her family for their continuous support and 
comfort. Finally, she would like to thank her friends for making this journey an enjoyable 
and memorable one. She couldn’t have done it without them and will miss them so much.  

After graduation, Deena would like to join a private practice to work, and hopefully 
participate in mission trips to serve vulnerable populations, especially those from her 
home country, Syria.  

Rose was born and raised in Port au Prince, Haiti, where she graduated and received a BDS 
degree in Dentistry and Oral Health from the University of Port au Prince. She completed a 
residency in Saint Mark, after which she became the dental director for the Partners in 
Health non-profit organization for 6 years.   

Wanting to expand her knowledge in oral health, Rose moved to Massachusetts with her 
entire family. She supported them by working as a dental assistant, which gave her insight 
about how dentistry is practiced in the States. This experience also taught her how to 
stand up for herself and how to better appreciate the importance of teamwork. She carved 
out time to prepare for the series of examinations that were necessary to apply for the Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine’s Advance Standing program. She found Tufts to be 
welcoming and challenging. 

This opportunity was a blessing, which helped her family and community. Rose plans to 
practice general dentistry with an emphasis on Implantology, both in America and in Haiti. 
She appreciates the training and motivation that she received at Tufts from her instructors 
and particularly from her colleagues! Rose also believes that she can make a positive 
difference in the health and the quality of life of those people that she serves.  

Deena Raef, D2022 

Rose “Flower” Premier, DI2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  96

.

Karan was born and raised in the Bay Area and graduated Magna Cum Laude from 
California State University East Bay, with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology in 2018. 
Karan continued his education at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine later that fall 
of 2018.  

While at Tufts, Karan was selected to be a member of the Clinical Student Teaching 
Assistant Program, which he considers to be one of the most memorable and rewarding 
experiences of dental school, along with being an Admissions Ambassador. During his 
clinical years at TUSDM, Karan thrived the most and enjoyed the rapport built with his 
patients.  

Karan would like to thank his Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, 
Lorena Alex, and Alberto Sarmiento, for all their guidance and support. Karan would also 
like to thank his previous practice coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele and Denisa Stasa, who 
provided countless feedback and mentorship that helped shape the dentist he is today. 
Alongside the practice coordinators, Karan would like to thank all the faculty, specifically 
Drs. Maria Avrampou, Thaisa Bordin, BiNa Oh, James Theodore, Justin Cardarelli and Aram 
Mirigian for helping him become the clinician he is today. In addition, Karan would like to 
thank Tangy Person, Patti Casey, and all the staff on the floor, including Jackie Roman and 
Matilda Bejko for the endless support they have provided. Karan would also like to give his 
sincerest appreciation for his mentor, Dean Nadeem Karimbux. Finally, Karan would like to 
extend his most sincere gratitude to Drs. Alex Miele and David Paul for all their advice, 
guidance, and mentorship.  

Karan would like to say thank you to the lifelong friends he made during his time at Tufts, all of whom kept each other sane from their first 
days in Merritt, to the countless late nights in preclin, to the time spent in clinic. Karan looks forward to seeing all of the 
accomplishments of his classmates and friends, and looks forward to keeping in touch with his peers. 

Most importantly, Karan would like to thank his parents, Micky and Ruby, and his sister, Jasleen, for their support and love throughout 
the years. Alongside them, Karan would also like to thank his grandparents and all family members that supported, loved, and cared for 
him throughout the years. Last, but certainly not least, Karan would like to thank his friends back home in California for their everlasting 
support in all aspects of life along with the countless laughs shared over the years.  

Following graduation, Karan looks forward to fulfilling his aspirations from the start of dental school by going to work and giving back to 
the community he was raised in.   

Shivani K. Rajkumar was born and raised in Miami, FL, where she received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biology from Nova Southeastern University in 2014. Subsequently, she 
achieved a Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2017. She 
volunteered and worked for Dr. Kenia Cuevas, who was her mentor throughout 2010-2018. 
With her constant inspiration and guidance, her love for dentistry amplified. 

During her time at Tufts, Shivani participated in multiple student organizations, including 
being part of the Hispanic Dental Association E-board in 2020-2021, as the Admissions 
Representative, and as the Social Media Coordinator in 2021-2022. She also served as 
Fairfield Clinic Liaison between practice coordinators and dental students. What made her 
experience unforgettable at Tufts Dental was the people she had the good fortune to meet 
and work with; the encouraging Fairfield PCs, dispensary staff, faculty, fellow clinic 
buddies and, finally, The T’s – a group of unbelievable girls who turned into life-long 
friends. Shivani would also like to recognize her “Bigs” and great friends, Melissa Ruiz 
(D20) and Mariana Abreu (D21), for their constant guidance, pep talks, and laughs 
throughout dental school. 

As the first person in her family to graduate college, and now to obtain a Doctorate degree, 
Shivani dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her parents, Rajkumar Sinnarajah and Martha 
Sinnarajah. Without their endless support, encouragement, and sacrifice for her education, 
she would have never been able to achieve her childhood dream of becoming a dentist. 
“Love you, Mom and Dad!” 

Shivani is forever grateful for her brother, Satish Rajkumar, for always believing in her even when she did not believe in herself. “You are 
the next Rajkumar Doctor, let’s gooo!” Shivani would also like to thank her significant other, Adam Garces, for his unwavering love and 
emotional support every single day since entering dental school, even through the long distance. Lastly, Shivani would like to thank her 
late grandmother, Kamaldevi Sinnarjah, who passed in 2020. She misses her and thanks her for believing she would become a dentist 
one day. “I did it, Amma!!!” She hopes her grandmother is smiling down on her on this exciting day. 

After graduation, Shivani will be returning to sunny Florida, where she will be practicing as a General Dentist.  

Karan Singh Randhawa, D2022 

Shivani K. Rajkumar, D2022 
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Brock was born and raised in Hays, Kansas. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Chemistry from the University of Kansas. He later earned his Master of Science degree in 
Cellular and Molecular Biology from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, prior to 
entering dental school. 

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Brock had the pleasure of exploring 
various aspects of dentistry. He has participated in a multitude of community service 
events and international outreach programs. One of his best experiences while at Tufts was 
his participation in a 5-week externship at the Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center 
in Dorchester, MA, where he was able to practice clinical dentistry under the mentorship of 
his preceptors. Ultimately, his passion for managing oral health and developing long-term 
patient relationships led him to pursue a career in general dentistry. He hopes to continue 
providing care to underserved communities in the future. Notably, Brock was also on the 
Dean’s List during his third year of dental school. 

With sincere gratitude, Brock would like to thank all the pre-clinical and clinical faculty 
members who taught him so much; their guidance, encouragement, and support was 
instrumental in his success while at TUSDM. He would also like to acknowledge the Back 
Bay Practice Coordinators, the entire second floor front desk staff, and the dispensary team 
for helping to make patient care run as smoothly and efficiently as possible. Additionally, 
he would like to give special thanks to all his friends and classmates who continuously 
pushed him to be the best he could be, even when things were seemingly too difficult to 
handle. Lastly, as the first in his family to graduate from a professional school, Brock would  

 like to dedicate his D.M.D. degree to his mother, father, sister, and brother; without their  
 unwavering support and confidence in his abilities, none of this would be possible. Tufts  
 provided Brock with unconditional love, inspiration, and opportunity, and he is forever  
 grateful for his experience in Boston. 

 Following graduation, Brock is excited to work as an associate dentist in private practice.  

Maria was born in Portland, Oregon and raised in Pueblo West, Colorado. She attended 
Colorado State University for her B.S. in Biology and Master’s in Toxicology. Before her 
admission to dental school, she worked in a genetics research lab in Fort Collins, Colorado. 
During her time at Tufts, she was involved in the Practice Management Club and 
volunteered for Sharewood Project.  

She would like to thank the Group Atlantic practice coordinators Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa 
Stasa, and Karen Wallach for their mentorship.  

None of this would be possible without the support of her parents, Phillip and Andria, and 
her sister, Marisa. Special thank you to her husband Zach, for his patience, empathy, and 
unwavering support over the last four years. 

Maria is excited to return home to northern Colorado where she will practice as a general 
dentist.  

Brock Riedel, D2022 

Maria Regalado, D2022 
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Nikolin was born in Albania and graduated from Medical University of Albania, Faculty of 
Dentistry in 2016. He was lucky enough to be selected for the electronic visa lottery 
program, therefore, shortly after graduation, he moved to Worcester, MA. 

In January of 2017, he joined a private practice working as a dental assistant. This was the 
start of the new career in the states and the beginning of a new family. He is grateful to Dr. 
Mareen George and Sanjey Mathew for supporting him in this journey. The mentorship of 
Dr. Gerald Finkelstein was life changing and made him get involved in orthodontics 
studies. Prior to be accepted at Tufts, a sticky note on his wall with “Tufts” written on it, 
was used as inspiration to get him to where he is today.  

While at TUSDM, Nikolin served as the IS Class Vice President during the 2020-2021 
academic year, and the IS Class President during the 2021-2022 academic year. Tufts will 
always be associated with Dr. Ronald Perry, the person that made this experience 
priceless.  

Nikolin is grateful to his family, Valentina, Ilirjan and Vangjush, for being part of this long 
distance journey. The support of Joshua Moreaux and Jing Guo made this journey pass with 
flying colors. He is grateful to have met so many wonderful instructors like Drs. Thaisa 
Bordin, Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Maria Avrampou, Gustavo Ernesto Mahn, Nitu 
Singh, Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, Rebekah Boral, Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, Rocio 
Saavedra, Panos Papaspyridakos, Linda Marinello, Thanaz Shapurian, Wael Att and many 
others.  

 He would like to mention the support of Matilda Bejko, Arben Molla, Allyson Santos, Jackie  
 Roman and so many other great people that made the time spent at Tufts such a wonderful  
 and memorable experience. 

 Following graduation, he will be practicing as a general dentist in Boston area and plans to  
 specialize in the future.   

Veronica was born and raised in Houston, Texas. She received her B.S. in Human Nutrition 
and Foods from University of Houston and her M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Barry 
University. At Tufts, aside from dental school curriculum, Veronica was a member of the 
e-board of Tufts University Hispanic Dental Association chapter. She enjoyed being a part 
of this organization, the leading voice for Hispanic Oral health because of the various 
volunteering and community services events that target Hispanic and under-served 
communities.  

Veronica would like to thank her closest friends for making her time at Tufts very enjoyable 
and is glad that dental school brought them together. She values the lifelong friendships 
that she has made along the way. Additionally, she would like to thank Drs. Theano 
Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, and Rebekah Boral of Group Practice Dorchester. She would 
also like to thank Drs. Maria Avrampou, Thaisa Bordin, Kerith Rankin and Ronald Davitt for 
their incredible guidance and support in making her the clinician she is today. Veronica 
would also like to give a huge thanks to Allyson Santo, Matilda Bejko and Jacqueline 
Romano for all their tremendous help and for making clinic run smoothly.  

Most importantly Veronica would like to thank her loving parents and her sisters, Leticia, 
Yesenia, Liz, and Julie; for their constant love and support in her throughout her dental 
school journey. Veronica would also like to give thanks to her amazing brothers-in-laws, 
Bilal Khalil, Oscar O’Brien, and Daniel Nino. Special thanks to her childhood girlfriends, 
Dayana and Viviana, for always being there, no matter the distance. Lastly, a huge thanks 
to her beautiful niece, Layla, for always putting a smile on her face and for the  

 unconditional love and laughter she always brings. Veronica’s journey through dental  
 school would not have been possible without them.  

 After graduation, Veronica will be moving back to Houston to work at a private practice  
 as a General Dentist.   

Nikolin Ropi, DI2022 

Veronica Rojas, D2022 
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Nikita was born and raised in Massachusetts. She earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Behavioral Sciences from Boston University in 2017. She then received her Master’s 
degree in Biomedical Sciences from Tufts University School of Medicine in 2018.  

During her time at Tufts, Nikita was placed on the Dean’s List for her academic 
achievements. She was a recipient of the Gallagher-Wilkins Scholarship and the Tufts Merit 
Scholarship. Nikita is very grateful for the guidance and support from faculty and staff who 
have helped her become a better clinician. She would especially like to thank the Group 
Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Lorena Alex, Denisa Stasa, Alex Miele, 
and Alberto Sarmiento. Nikita would also like to give a huge shout-out to the helpful third 
floor staff, Matilda Bejko, Jackie Roman, Tangy Person, and Merlene James-Harris for 
making her experience at Tufts more enjoyable.  

Nikita would like to dedicate her accomplishments to her family and thank them for their 
unconditional love and unwavering support in her endeavors. She could not have made it 
this far without the support of her parents, Namita and Santhana, and sister, Natasha. She 
is forever grateful for her uncles, aunts, and grandparents who have also supported her 
journey. Nikita is thankful for the TUSDM Class of 2022 family and life-long friends she has 
met for helping her along the way, and she is very excited to hear about everyone’s success.  

After graduation, Nikita is looking forward to serving the community as a dentist in 
Concord, New Hampshire.   

Andeep was born in Manteca California and grew up in a small suburb outside of 
Sacramento, California. At the beginning of high school, Andeep moved to Indianapolis, 
Indiana and graduated from Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI), 
where she earned a Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry and a M.S. degree in Biology. Prior to 
entering Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Andeep worked as a Cognitive Skills 
Trainer in Indiana.   

Andeep considers her time at Tufts to be the most impactful of her life, as she made 
invaluable life-long relationships while experiencing the rich culture of Boston. At Tufts, 
Andeep was involved in various educational and leadership roles. She served as a Teaching 
Assistant for Dental Anatomy and Pediatric Dentistry courses. Additionally, Andeep was 
part of the Admissions team at Tufts Dental and served as an Admissions Ambassador, for 
which part of her role was to interview incoming students. During her time at Tufts, Andeep 
had the chance to experience teaching and working with medically compromised patients. 
This has sparked an interest in pursuing academia associated with medically compromised 
patients and possibly implementing this in her future practice.  

Andeep feels proud to be the first dentist in her family and would like to take this 
opportunity to thank her parents, Kultar Singh and Harinder Kaur, and her brother, 
Sandeep Sangha, for their love and support. She would also like to sincerely thank all the 
faculty and staff that have made her time here at Tufts unforgettable and rewarding.  

Andeep would like to personally thank the faculty members who have supported her 
throughout her education, specifically her practice coordinators Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein and Mary Karish-Dodge, and her mentor, 
Dr. Poonam Soi, for the unconditional care and support she felt in and out of clinic. She would like to show her humble and sincere 
appreciation for Drs. Aram Mirgian, Thiasa Bordin, and Francois Fisselier for their mentorship and encouraging words that helped sculpt 
Andeep into the confident provider she is today. A special thank you to Dr. James Theodore for his unwavering support, mentorship and 
the humble confidence he has instilled in her which she will cherish and take with her in her future endeavors.  

Andeep plans to take a position of associateship after she graduates.   

Nikita Santhanakrishnan, D2022 

Andeep Sangha, D2022 
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Sofia was born and raised in Jacksonville, Florida. She earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology from The University of Florida in 2018 before attending dental school at Tufts.  

During her time at Tufts, Sofia was involved in multiple educational roles. She served as 
both a Teaching Assistant for Periodontology II and a pre-clinical aide in Endodontics. 
During her fourth year she was a clinic Teaching Assistant for group Back Bay. She also 
volunteered to help assist in many after school practice sessions. Sofia was recognized on 
the Dean’s List and was a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship. In her fourth year, Sofia 
completed a 5-week clinical externship at Winslow Indian Healthcare Center in Winslow, 
AZ, where she provided dental care to Navajo Nation.   

Sofia would like to dedicate her D.M.D. degree to her family, who provided her with 
unconditional love and support during her personal and educational journey. She would 
like to personally thank her parents, Youssef Sayaf and Judy Salem, and brother, Joey 
Sayaf; who, without their guidance, she would not have been able to accomplish this 
goal. She would also like to thank her Back Bay Practice Coordinators, Drs. Maria Torres, 
David Leader, Armond Enos, Olympia Karacosta, and Merelyn Hong, for their wonderful 
guidance and wisdom during her clinical years. Sofia would like to extend her greatest 
gratitude to all the faculty at Tufts that taught her critical clinical and patient skills, 
exhibited patience and instilled knowledge that she will carry into her career.   

Following graduation, Sofia will be working in private practice as a general dentist in 
Jacksonville, FL.    

Jigar Saraiya was born in New Haven, CT and raised in Solon, OH, a suburb just outside of 
Cleveland. He graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 2016 with a B.A. in 
Anthropology and a minor in Chemistry. He completed his Master’s degree at Case Western 
Reserve University in Medical Physiology in 2018. He then matriculated into the Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine Class of 2022.  

During his time at Tufts, Jigar spent his time involved in many extracurriculars around the 
school. He was a member of the New Dentist Symposium Study Club, South Asian Medical 
Dental Association, Alpha Omega Fraternity, and served as the president of the Practice 
Management Club and Left-Handed Dentistry Organization.  

Jigar is thankful for his family and friends who supported him throughout his journey at 
Tufts. Special shout-outs go to his parents, Rajesh and Jayshree Saraiya; his grandmother, 
Lilaben Shah; his sister and brother-in-law, Ami and Nirav Makwana; and his niece, Avika 
Neera Makwana. Without their love and support, none of this would have been possible. 
Jigar would also like to extend his deepest gratitude to Drs. Paul Trombly, Kerith Rankin, 
Ronald Davitt, Ilenia Gonzalez, and to Louise Paolucci, for their continued support 
throughout his four years at TUSDM.  

After dental school, Jigar plans to continue his journey in an AEGD program at the 
University of Connecticut. His goal is to ultimately open up a practice and provide high  
 quality dental care as a practicing dentist.   

Sofia Sayaf, D2022 

Jigar Saraiya, D2022 
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Nathan was born and raised in Sonoma County, California and earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Social and Behavioral Sciences at California State University Monterey Bay, 
California in 2011. Spending several years after college working in mechanics, art, and 
retail, he decided to study pre-dental full-time and work as a dental assistant part-time. 
This decision later took him to the south where he earned a Master’s degree in Biomedical 
Sciences at Mississippi College. It was here where Nathan sat in on a recruitment speech 
given by Dr. Robert Kasberg and learned about the benefits of Tufts Dental School for the 
first time.  

Moving to Boston and attending Tufts University was extra-appealing to Nathan in that over 
15 of his friends and classmates from Mississippi were to also join the Tufts dental 
community. During his time at Tufts, Nathan enjoyed and valued the many new friendships 
made with classmates and faculty. He spent almost every semester of his last three years 
as a Teaching Assistant for Gross Anatomy, Fixed Prosthodontics, Radiology, and 
Pedodontics. Nathan is incredibly thankful for these learning opportunities on top of the 
schooling he received.  

Nathan would like to dedicate his D.M.D. degree to his amazing parents, George and 
Debbie, and thank them for all the support, love, and guidance they have given him. He 
would also like to thank his older sister for all her encouragement and positive vibes. After 
graduation, Nathan plans to move back to his hometown of Santa Rosa and start practicing 
with his father and sister, who work together. 

Spencer grew up in Massapequa, New York, a suburb on the south shore of Long Island, 
where he worked his first job as a cashier at McDonalds. After high school, he moved south 
to pursue a Bachelor of Science degree at the University of Miami, where he majored in 
Neuroscience and minored in Chemistry. When the prospect of a career in research lost its’ 
luster, Spencer began to consider dentistry, thanks to a close friend whose father was a 
pediatric dentist in Florida. Now, Spencer will be the first in his family to become a dentist.  

As a student provider, Spencer was lucky enough to be placed in Group Practice 
Dorchester, where he benefitted every day from the clinical expertise of Practice 
Coordinators Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos, and Rebekah Boral, and from the 
help of Jackie Roman and Matilda Bejko. Spencer would also like to specifically thank Drs. 
Ronald Davitt, Thaisa Bordin, Maria Avrampou, and Aram Mirigian, for reminding him every 
day of the human side of dentistry which drew him to the profession in the first place. The 
devotion these doctors showed to helping their students and the genuine care they 
showed for our patients will not be forgotten.  

Spencer would especially like to thank Dr. Christina Pastan, with whom he worked on the 
Student Wellness Committee since D1 year. The wisdom and guidance provided by Dr. 
Pastan is only possibly outmatched by her positive outlook which has inspired so many 
Tufts students over the years.  

Most of all, Spencer would like to thank his parents, David and Barbara, for shaping him 
into the man he is today. A mechanical engineer and lab technologist, respectively, they 

instilled in him from a young age his love of science, the arts, and the outdoors, as well as a work ethic which made it possible for him to 
make it to where he is today. 

During his time at Tufts, Spencer became friends with many incredible classmates, all of whom he is confident will become even more 
incredible doctors. He will be forever grateful for the bonds he has made in Boston over the past four years, and he wishes all his 
classmates the best. 

After graduation, Spencer plans to work in private practice as a general dentist.   

Nathan Schneider, D2022 

Spencer Schiappa, D2022 
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Tarlan was born and raised in Tehran, Iran. She moved to the states at the age of seventeen 
for her college education. She obtained her Bachelor of Science from University of 
California, Davis in 2015. She then completed her post-baccalaureate education at 
California State University, East Bay in 2016. During her training at TUSDM, Tarlan was 
selected to be a Teaching Assistant for Atlantic Clinic and Complete Denture course. She 
also worked as the librarian assistant at Tufts Hirsch Library and served as the Vice 
President and President of Spectrum student organization. 

Tarlan would like to thank her parents, Majid and Fariba, for giving her the opportunity to 
move away from home for her education. Tarlan believes she’s been lucky to have met 
amazing people along her path and would like to thank them all for their support. She’d 
like to thank Sara, Shahin and Erica, for their life-long friendships; Drs. Oscar Wambuguh 
and Allan Anchetta, for believing in her and giving her the opportunity to achieve her 
dream; Dr. Thomas Wong, Diane Reindhart and Shareena Raba, for showing and teaching 
her ethical quality dental care.  

Tarlan would like to thank Dr. Pilar Sanchez, for her mentorship and support; her Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, Alberto Sarmiento, Olympia Karacosta, and 
Karen Wallach, for sharing their wisdom every day in clinic; Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, for his 
kindness and generosity in helping her through her preclinical training, clinical cases and 
PG application process; Drs. Marmar Mesgarzadeh and Steven Eisen, for their guidance in 
her preclinical and clinical training; Dr. Mary Jane Hanlon, for mentoring her quest for 
practice ownership; Dr. Ali Muftu, for his guidance in clinic; Dr. Dara Rogers, for her  

 continuous support since year one; and Executive Dean Mark Gonthier, for his support  
 any time he could. 

Tarlan would also like to thank Jacqueline Kulas, Tommy Rivera, Valerie Distefano, Caitlin Lu, Lindita Kurbini, Anita Miller and Emily Fang 
for their help every day in clinic; all the librarians at Tufts Hirsh Library for their friendship during the past four years; and, last but not 
least, she’d like to thank Nancy Marks and Karen Alexander for their fierce support of Spectrum student organization for the past 4 years. 

As Tarlan is leaving Boston, she’d like to thank Sam, Nate, Brandon, Rachel, Brandi, Snaggs, Azizeh, Orkideh, Arghavan and Hussam. 
Boston wouldn’t have been half as fun without them. 

Tarlan is returning to the Bay Area in June 2022 to continue her specialty training in Prosthodontics at University of California, San 
Francisco 

Tarlan Sedaghat, D2022 

Brandi Schoenthaler grew up in Marshfield, Massachusetts and graduated from the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst in 2018 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Public 
Health. She was accepted into the Army Health Professions Scholarship Program (HPSP), a 
scholarship connecting dental students to serve as military dentists after graduation. 
Before beginning dental school, she commissioned as a second lieutenant with the Army. 
Brandi joined the HPSP student organization her first year and served as co-president her 
fourth year. A highlight of her dental school experience was spending time with the group 
through recruiter lunches and running the DAV 5k. Brandi also served as a fixed 
prosthodontics Teaching Assistant and member of the selective program in periodontology.  

Brandi would like to thank the following from the Tufts community: Drs. Pilar Sanchez and 
Eduardo Olegario, and the Atlantic Practice Coordinators. She is grateful to them all for 
teaching her the type of doctor that she wants to emulate and admires their commitment to 
teaching and patient care. Thank you to Dr. Charles Rankin for his mentorship and inspiring 
her to be her best each day.  She would also like to thank Anita Miller, Lidita Kurbini, 
Tommy Rivera, and Jacqueline Kulas for their daily support in clinic.  

Additionally, Brandi is thankful to all her friends and to her clinic partners, Dr. Amanda 
Chuong and Kim Unger, for their support these past four years. She will miss seeing them 
in clinic and is so proud of them all. 

Brandi would especially like to thank her parents, Jeffrey and Pasqualina, and her brother, 
Justin, for their continued encouragement throughout her education. Her mother always  

 believed everything would work out and her father reminded her to focus on what was  
 important. Lastly, she is grateful to her boyfriend, Michael, for supporting every decision  
 these past four years and being one of her first patients.  

 Upon graduation, Brandi will commission as a captain in the U.S. Army and is looking  
 forward to continuing her education at the Advanced Education in General Dentistry  
 program at Fort Jackson in South Carolina.  

Brandi Schoenthaler, D2022 
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Nehal was born in India, but raised in America, a native to California his whole life. He 
graduated from the University of California, Irvine with a B.S. degree in Pharmaceutical 
Sciences in 2016. He then went on to Florida and received his Master’s degree in 
Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2017, and joined the Tufts Dental family in 
2018.  

While at Tufts, Nehal has been fortunate to have taken part in many various roles, which 
have allowed him to gain experiences of Tufts from different perspectives. As a 
photographer/videographer enthusiast, Nehal became the go-to photographer for school 
activities and events, taking official photos for occasions such as White Coat ceremonies, 
class composite photos, Give Kids A Smile, graduations, and much more. He also served as 
a pre-clinical Teaching Assistant for numerous first and second-year classes, but primarily 
for Operative Dentistry.  

Nehal was also a part of the Dental Central staff and was responsible for the website 
revamp that it went through in 2018-2019. Redesigning the website from scratch, Nehal, 
along with Nancy Marks, revamped the community outreach experience the students at 
Tufts had, and improved the awareness of the happenings around the Tufts community.  

Nehal is extremely grateful for the culmination of experiences here at Tufts, and attributes 
his success in clinical education to the faculty and stuff. He would like to acknowledge and 
thank them for their mentorship and guidance during his time here. While the list of 
individuals is endless, Nehal would like to namely thank his practice coordinators,  

 Drs. Armond Enos, David Leader, and Maria Torres, as well as clinical and  
 pre-clinical faculty.

Above all, Nehal feels extremely fortunate for the sacrifices and opportunities his parents, Mahendra and Achala Shah, made to provide 
him with the opportunities that allowed him to be here today. He is forever grateful for encouragement and love from his wife, Ishita, and 
the unwavering support and motivation from his brother and sister-in-law, Jigar and Kinnari. As the first dentist in the family, Nehal 
dedicates this degree to these individuals, for they are the reason for his accomplishments. Nehal will be joining them back in California 
after graduation to practice as a general dentist.  

Last, but by no means the least, Nehal would like that thank is closest friends and colleagues for going through the thick and thin 
together these last four years, given the unique time we went through in our educational years. It would not have been possible without 
them, and he wishes the best of luck to them in all their future endeavors.  

To the Class of 2022, “Congratulations! We DID it!”  

Nehal Shah, D2022 

Sarina was raised in Southern New Hampshire. In 2018, she graduated with honors from 
the University of Connecticut in Storrs, CT, with a B.S. in Biological Sciences, as well as two 
minors in Neurobiology and Physiology, and Molecular and Cell Biology. After completing 
her undergraduate studies, she started her dental career at Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine. 

As a student, Sarina served as President of the Middle Eastern Dental Society. She helped 
to inspire the next generation of Middle Eastern and North African (MENA) dentists and led 
community service opportunities. Additionally, she was a Teaching Assistant in the 
Pediatric Dentistry course and a Teaching Assistant in the Emergency Clinic. In her final 
year, Sarina was motivated to continue her lifelong learning in dental studies and was 
accepted into the Periodontology Selective Program. During her time at Tufts, Sarina was 
recognized for her academic prowess by receiving a Tufts Merit Scholarship, as well as 
being on Dean’s List.  

Sarina is thankful for the excellent clinical mentors she has collaborated with throughout 
her time at Tufts and would like to extend thanks to her Group Fairfield Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez, and Frank DeCaro. Her amazing practice 
coordinators have shaped her into the provider that she is today and she is forever 
appreciative of the many lessons they have taught her. She would also like to extend her 
gratitude to Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Francois Fisselier, Vincent Basha, Yo-Wei Chen, Gustavo 
Mahn, Ronald Davitt, James Theodore, Marmar Mesgarzadeh, Joanne Falzone, Mirian 
Belussi, William Lobel, Mahi Qari, and Rocio Saavedra. Sarina is also thankful for the  

 excellent group of lifelong friends she has made during her time at Tufts.  

 She would also like to extend a special thank you to her mentors who inspired her career in  
 dentistry, Drs. Bahram Ghassemi and Hamid Esbah.  

 Lastly, Sarina would like to thank her parents, Samira Nouri and Saeed Shafiyan-Rad, for  
 their unwavering support and unconditional love. She would also like to thank her younger  
 brother, Sarveen, for being her constant cheerleader throughout her academic career.  

 Upon graduation, Sarina plans to practice general dentistry in the Greater Boston area.   

Sarina Shafiyan-Rad, D2022 
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Sejal was born and raised in Tarpon Springs, Florida. She graduated from the University of 
Florida in December 2017 with a B.S. in Biology and B.A. in English before joining the 
Class of 2022 at TUSDM. Looking back at her move to Boston and to the beginning of her 
dental education, she never would have imagined the journey to be so profound, 
challenging, and integral to her development.  

Sejal’s real passion for dentistry emerged during the transition from didactical education 
to clinical care. Her relationships with her patients shifted her perspective on the kind of 
care she hopes to share with others. It brought forth a new element of mindfulness and 
ambition into her life, one that turned out to be the best surprise. She would like to extend 
all of her love and gratitude to her parents, Siddharth and Smita, for sacrificing everything 
so that she could create a fulfilling life for herself. They encouraged her to never give up 
and to never lose sight of her creativities during such a grueling process. She also feels 
lucky to have had her sisters, Toral and Kinjal, who imbued her life with laughter and 
ridiculousness during this time. Sejal also would like to take a moment to relish the 
amazing relationships she cultivated before and during dental school. Her people kept her 
grounded and filled with youthfulness. She would like to extend a special shout-out to 
Anika, Sofia, Bhumi, Brandi, Elina, and Jessica for simultaneously giving her the best 
stories to tell and pushing her to the library.  

She would like to extend a warm hand to the amazing faculty and staff at TUSDM. Her 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and Karen Wallach, always 
encouraged her to think more critically. Alongside them, Jackie Kulas, Tommy Rivera,  

 Lindita Kurbini, Emily Fang and Anita Miller never lost their patience on Sejal while she was  
 learning. Her final thanks goes out to all of her patients who inspired her to dream deeper.  

 Upon graduation, she plans to go into private practice and pursue further training in  
 mindfulness programs within the healthcare spectrum in order to reach others who have  
 been neglected by our complicated system.  

Sejal Shah, D2022 

Pooja was born in Charlotte, NC and raised in Gastonia, N.C. She earned a B.A. degree in 
Biological Sciences from George Washington University in 2016. She later went on to 
Tulane University to obtain a M.S. in Cell and Molecular Biology in 2018. 

While at TUSDM, Pooja served as an admissions committee ambassador and the chair of 
the ASDA pre-dental mentorship committee. Pooja participated in additional clubs and 
events, including Give Kids A Smile Day, the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, and 
Alpha Omega fraternity. During her fourth year at Tufts, Pooja completed a five-week 
externship at Winslow Indian Health Care Center in Winslow, Arizona, where she provided 
dental care to the underserved community.  

Pooja is grateful for the invaluable education received at TUSDM. Pooja would like to thank 
her parents, Ashwin and Bhavna, and her sister, Priya, for their endless support, love, and 
motivation they gave her throughout her years at TUSDM. Pooja would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to her wonderful husband, Niraj. Without his unwavering support, 
patience, and sacrifices, this would not have been possible. Pooja would also like to thank 
the lifelong friends she made at TUSDM for the memories, laughs, and tremendous 
support.  

Pooja would like to give a special thank you to Dr. Robert Kasberg for believing in her and 
giving her the opportunity to fulfill her dreams of becoming a dentist. She would like to 
thank her Back Bay group practice coordinators, Drs. Maria Torres, Olympia Karacosta, 
Merelyn Hong, David Leader, and Armond Enos, for their mentorship and support. Pooja is 

also grateful to Drs. Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Eduardo Olegario, Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, and Aidee Herman for their 
exceptional patience and guidance. She would also like to thank the front desk staff, Valerie Distefano and Tommy Riviera, as well as the 
dispensary and radiology staff.  

Pooja is grateful for the lifelong friends and unforgettable memories and experiences she had while at TUSDM. After graduation, Pooja 
looks forward to practicing dentistry in the DMV area.  

Pooja Shah, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  105

.

Yash grew up in Kalamazoo, Michigan and moved to Ann Arbor to attend the University of 
Michigan for his Bachelor degree of Science in Biopsychology, Cognition, and 
Neuroscience. Before starting dental school, he completed a Master’s in Biomedical 
Sciences at Wayne State University in Detroit. 

During his time at Tufts, he served as the President of the Orthodontics Club and 
participated in volunteering events throughout the Tufts and Boston community with 
organizations including Give Kids A Smile and Boston Cares. Yash received the First Time 
Presenters Award at Tufts Bates Day 2021 for his research on the success rate of dental 
implants with relation to several risk factors. Shortly after, he was invited to present his 
research at the 2021 International Academy of Dental Research Conference. He was 
inducted in the Robert H. Andrews Research Society for his dedication to research during 
his time at Tufts. Yash was recognized on the Dean’s List and received the Tufts Merit 
Scholarship during his second and third year of school.  

First and foremost, Yash would like to thank his parents, Jayesh and Neha, his brother and 
sister-in-law, Kush and Kajal, and, most importantly, his fiancé, Sruthi, for all the 
unconditional love and support they have continued to provide throughout this journey. He 
would especially like to thank and acknowledge ‘The TEAM,’ his great classmates, Ross 
Palesano, Samuel Morrison, and Shalin Shah for their efforts to achieve overall unity. He 
would also like to thank his Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia 
Gonzalez, and Frank DeCaro, for all their guidance throughout these unique two years in 
the clinical setting. Lastly, he would like to thank Drs. Gulson Gül, Paul Levi, and Lokesh 

 Suri for their mentorship and support that allowed him to find his true passion in dentistry. 

 After graduation, Yash will be attending the University of Pacific in San Francisco for  
 Orthodontics residency.   

Yash Sharma, D2022 

Shalin was raised in Troy, MI by a loving, close-knit family. He attended Miami University in 
Oxford, OH, graduating in 2016 with a B.A. in Zoology with a minor in Neuroscience. 
Following his undergraduate education, he received his M.A. in Biomedical Sciences in 
2017 from Midwestern University in Downers Grove, IL.  

Shalin is extremely grateful for the phenomenal education, opportunities, and wonderful 
relationships that characterize his time at TUSDM. Shalin was named to the Dean’s list as 
well as the Robert R. Andrews Honor Society for the Promotion of Dental Research, and 
humbled to receive Merit Scholarships for his academic performance. He was also the 
recipient of two Bates Research Day awards as a result of his efforts during his D2 and D3 
year, and gave an oral presentation at the International Association of Dental Research in 
2021. Shalin was also a Teaching Assistant in Group Practice Exeter and for the Pediatric 
Growth and Development course. 

Outside of the classroom and clinic, Shalin was passionate about finding opportunities to 
give back to his community. In each of his four years, he served as an ardent advocate for 
families and children from all backgrounds, serving on Executive Boards for Give Kids A 
Smile and the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry. He also traveled to Jamaica on a 
Global Service Learning trip, where he provided free dental care to adults and children 
from underserved communities. Shalin was also a four-year member of the D22 Executive 
Board as Secretary. He is grateful for the immense growth, community, and joy that each of 
these experiences has afforded him.  

Shalin would like to extend his utmost appreciation to the dedicated faculty, administration, and staff whom he had the pleasure of 
learning from and working with during his time at TUSDM. He would like to especially thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mary Karish-
Dodge, Alan Epstein, and Mark Caddell, and clinical faculty, Drs. Rocio Saavedra, Francois Fisselier, Mirian Belussi, and Hugo Campos, for 
providing him with the most supportive and kind clinical mentorship. Additionally, Shalin is grateful for his research mentor, Dr. 
Evangelos Papathanasiou, who always pushed him to be his best and contributed to his personal and professional growth.  

Shalin would like to acknowledge the incredible D22 family in Group Practice Exeter, his fellow Executive Board Members, Romina, Chris, 
and Palak, as well as Yash, Ross, and Sam for friendships that made the past four years an experience that he will never forget. 

Lastly, Shalin would like to acknowledge the unconditional love, support, and guidance from his parents, Nailesh and Sonal, and his 
older sister, Anjalee (D16). Shalin believes they served as the foundation for his success and is grateful for their unwavering belief in his 
ability to accomplish everything he sets his sights on.  

Following graduation, Shalin will pursue a pediatric dental residency at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP)/University of 
Pennsylvania to fulfill his dream of becoming a health care provider and advocate for children.    

Shalin Shah, D2022 
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Janki was born and raised in Tampa, Florida. She moved to Massachusetts in 2014, where 
she attended Tufts University and earned her B.A. degree in Community Health.  

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Janki dedicated much of her time to her 
research project investigating virtual reality and simulation in dental education. Based on 
her experience with the topic, she was invited to join a simulation task force alongside 
faculty, administrators, and staff to explore the possibility of integrating simulators into 
coursework at TUSDM. Since her first year of dental school, Janki has participated in 
various volunteering activities and grew to organize them as one of the class community 
service representatives.  

She held executive board positions in student organizations including the Endodontic 
Society and One Health, both for which she served as Vice President. Given her passion for 
teaching, Janki was selected to be a Teaching Assistant for the Endodontic and Oral and 
Maxillofacial Radiology courses. Additionally, she served as a Clinical Teaching Assistant 
for the Fairfield Group Practice. Janki balanced her clinic workload at school with a job as a 
dental assistant at a private practice office in the West End.  

Janki would like to give special thanks to her many mentors, including Dr. Irina Dragan, 
who has always believed in her and pushed her to her fullest potential. She would also like 
to thank Dr. Steven Rubin, who has offered his stories and support throughout her four 
years at Tufts. Finally, she would like to thank her practice coordinators, Drs. Frank DeCaro, 
Ilenia Gonzalez, and Paul Trombly. Janki is also grateful for her family and friends for their  

 unparalleled love and encouragement.  

 Janki would like to express her gratitude towards Drs. Elinor Alon, Robert Amato, and  
 Samah Bukhari for leading her to her passion in Endodontics. Following graduation, Janki  
 will pursue a residency in Endodontics and continue her journey with Tufts as a Triple Jumbo!    

Janki Shingala, D2022 

Jared was born in Buffalo, NY, surrounded by a loving family and amazing friends. He 
graduated from SUNY Buffalo State with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and a minor in 
Chemistry. He then received a Master’s in Biomedical Science from Barry University. Jared 
has a passion for making people smile and for sports.  

While at TUSDM, Jared learned that the ups and downs of dental school are what make the 
journey beautiful. Jared would like to thank everyone who helped him on this journey, 
including Drs. Peter Arsenault and Joanne Falzone, as well as his wonderful PCs in Fairfield, 
and countless others. Jared would also like to thank his amazing friends in the Tufts Class 
of D22 who made this journey enjoyable.   

After graduation, Jared plans to complete a residency in Buffalo, NY, and then practice 
alongside his father, Dr. Todd Shatkin.  

Jared Shatkin, D2022 
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Kathryn grew up in Tampa, Florida with her large, close-knit family. She is the third of five 
children to Frank and Theresa Sierra. She received her Bachelor of Science degree from the 
University of South Florida in 2015, where she majored in Biomedical Sciences and 
minored in Psychology. She then went on to pursue her Master of Science degree in 
Biomedical Sciences at Barry University in South Florida.  

Kathryn came into Tufts knowing she had a deep passion for pediatric dentistry and that 
feeling only intensified throughout her time here. She became an E-Board member of the 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry club at TUSDM in her first year, was elected by her 
peers to be President-Elect during her second year, and President for both her third and 
fourth years. She wants to give a special thanks to Drs. Rocio Saavedra and Martha Forero, 
for giving her so many tools to succeed and for helping facilitate her growth within this 
amazing specialty. Through AAPD, Kathryn was able to participate in and lead many 
outreach programs to help make a difference in the Greater Boston area. 

Kathryn knows that academic excellence is required to be a proficient clinician. In her four 
years at Tufts, Kathryn has excelled academically and earned her place on the Dean’s List. 
She loves to surround herself with like-minded people and feels her friends here in Boston 
have really pushed her and supported her, even when it gets tough. She will miss the 
amazing friendships she has made here dearly.  

Kathryn is incredibly grateful for the clinical and academic training she received at Tufts. 
She would like to thank all of the faculty and staff for their continued support that allowed 

her and her fellow classmates to be successful. She thanks the entre third floor staff for facilitating her clinical experience. She would like 
to extend her deepest gratitude to all of her Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Denisa Stasa, Alex Miele, Lorena Alex, and Alberto 
Sarmiento, for their guidance and wisdom.  Kathryn extends sincere and heartfelt thanks to her village back in Florida for all their love 
and support; she feels so lucky to have the best people in her corner. Most of all, she expresses gratitude to her parents, husband, and 
siblings. It was their love, encouragement, advice, and support that got her through dental school. Without them, she wouldn’t be the 
person that she is today.  

Everyone knows how much Kathryn loves Tampa and it is no surprise that that is where she will be heading upon graduation. She looks 
forward to returning to her sunny hometown with her husband, Tyler, and their two cats, Dentin and Eldrick. She is elated to be starting a 
Pediatric Dental Residency this July at NYU Langone-Tampa. Upon completion of her residency program, Kathryn will have the honor to 
work with her father, Frank Sierra, the pediatric dentist and role model she has always looked up to the most!   

Kathryn Sierra, D2022 

Haley Jane is a first-generation doctoral degree recipient. She earned her B.S. in Biology in 
2018 from the University of Tampa and graduates with her D.M.D. just four years later. 
During her time at TUSDM, Haley Jane served as Vice President of Special Smiles, Treasurer 
of CMDA, an Admissions Ambassador and a Teaching Assistant for the Operative course.  

Upon graduation, Haley Jane is humbled to accept a position as an Associate at a private 
practice in Florida, where she intends to expand her dental knowledge and skillset for a 
year’s time. She is considering pursuing a specialty in Endodontics and hopes to apply to a 
program in the coming year. Although Haley Jane was born in New England, she plans to 
practice in Tampa, Florida once she has completed her specialty degree. She believes 
nothing complements a smile greater than sunshine.  

Haley Jane would personally like to extend her deepest gratitude to all the faculty and staff 
that have supported her throughout her time at Tufts Dental. A special thank you to Drs. 
James Theodore, Steven Eisen, Paul Trombly, Frank DeCaro, Ronald Davitt, Eva Dupay, Paul 
Zaritsky, as well as Patti Casey, who know the depths of her dental journey more intimately 
than most. Haley Jane cannot express enough appreciation for the unwavering support and 
encouragement she received these past four years from her incredible parents, Steve and 
Cindy Sicard; and grandmother, Judy Breton. Haley Jane would like to dedicate her degree 
to her sweet friend and classmate, Bailey Renee Walterscheid, who is now practicing 
dentistry in Heaven.  

Haley Jane Sicard, D2022 
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Adrienne (Adi) was born and raised in Grand Haven, Michigan and attended Hope College 
in Holland, Michigan, graduating in 2018 with a B.A. in Global French Studies and a minor 
in Chemistry. During college, she assisted at her father’s endodontic practice and spent 
summers working at Bay Cliff Health Camp, a summer camp for children with physical 
disabilities, where she worked as assistant and manager at the dental clinic affiliated with 
the camp. Her jobs and shadowing experiences inspired her to pursue a career in pediatric 
dentistry.   

Outside of her studies at TUSDM, Adi became involved in various extracurricular activities 
and organizations that led her to pursue a residency in pediatrics. She served as a pre-
clinical Teaching Assistant for the Pediatric Growth and Development course and held 
positions in the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Club as well as Special Smiles. 
She helped grow Autism Smiles, a program to introduce children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder to the experience of being in a dental clinic. Adi would like to thank her mentors 
in this program, Dr. Martha Forero and Kathryn Dolan, for their guidance and 
encouragement throughout her time at TUSDM. She would also like to give special thanks 
to the Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Drs. Frank DeCaro, Ilenia Gonzalez, and Paul Trombly, 
for their guidance and teaching through the clinical years.   

Adi also worked as an assistant and Registered Dental Hygienist at Broad Smiles Pediatric 
Dentistry in Lynn, Massachusetts during her final two years at TUSDM. She would like to 
thank her mentor, Dr. Hubert Park, as well as the entire team at the office, who supported 
and encouraged her to pursue her goals. 

 Lastly, Adi would like to acknowledge the love, support, and guidance from her parents,  
 Mike and Kathy, and older sisters, Alison and Mallory, throughout her education. Adi  
 knows that her family has served as the foundation for her success, and she is grateful for  
 their unwavering belief in her ability to accomplish her personal and professional goals.  

 Adi will be continuing her journey in dentistry with a pediatric residency at Children’s  
 Wisconsin in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  

Adrienne Smith, D2022  

Renzo was born and raised in Lima, Peru. He moved to the United States after graduating 
from high school in 2003. Renzo received his B.S. in Biology from University of California 
San Diego (UCSD) and a Master’s in Biomedical Science from Barry University. Renzo has 
devoted a lot of his time volunteering and serving underserved communities in every state 
he lived in. Upon entering TUSDM, he was awarded the National Health Service Corps 
(NHSC) scholarship. The NHSC is a federal program administered by the Health Resources 
and Services Administration that provides scholarships to healthcare professionals that 
are passionate about providing medical services to people in the U.S. Even though Renzo 
always wanted to be a dentist, his journey before dental school took him and his family to 
4 different states in the pursuit of his long-life dream to be at TUSDM.  

Renzo’s journey as a father in dental school was successful because of his community. His 
community is a huge blessing for which he cannot express his thankfulness enough. Renzo 
is eternally thankful and grateful for his wife, Talia; his son, Mateo; his daughter, Amila; his 
new baby girl; his mother, Ana Maria; and his brother, Angelo; for all their unconditional 
support and endless encouragement. His family never stopped believing in him, even 
when he doubted himself, and they were his rock all throughout this journey. Thank you so 
much, he couldn’t have done any of this without the help of his family. 

Renzo would also like to thank Lindita Kurbini from the dispensary, Anita Miller from 
second floor Radiology, Tommy Rivera from the front desk and his Practice Coordinators 
from Back Bay. He would also like to give a special thanks to Drs. Mariam Margvelashvili-
Malament, Francois Fisselier, Duangkamol Blankenship and Aidee Herman, for being true  

 teachers and mentors. 

 Renzo will be practicing general dentistry following graduation and is looking to make an  
 impact on the underserved communities of either San Diego or Boston, depending on  
 where he and his family decide to move to.  

Renzo Silva Santisteban, D2022 



Tufts Class of 2022 Biographies  109

.

Drew Smith, D2022 
Drew was raised in Seattle, Washington, where he enjoyed the outdoors and Mariner’s 
baseball. As an undergraduate student at Brigham Young University, Drew interrupted his 
studies for two years to volunteer his time as a missionary for The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. After returning to BYU, he completed his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
History in 2018. While Drew chose to pursue a degree in history, he began taking the 
needed pre-requisite coursework for dental school and made that his goal throughout his 
time as an undergraduate student. Following graduation from Brigham Young University, 
Drew moved to New England with his spouse, Madeleine, to begin his studies at Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM).  

Throughout his four years at TUSDM, Drew worked as the audiovisual coordinator for his 
class, cueing up PowerPoints and keeping lectures running smoothly. Drew also worked as 
a Teaching Assistant for the Fixed Prosthetics course. Outside of school, Drew, with 
Madeleine, volunteered his time as a seminary instructor, teaching a course for high school 
aged youth before school. He remained in this position for two years. Following that, Drew 
volunteered as a youth advisor for boys aged eleven to eighteen, joining them for Sunday 
school on Sundays and helping them plan weekly social activities and charity work.  

Drew is incredibly grateful to his mentors at TUSDM. He would like especially to thank his 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and Mary Karish-Dodge. He is also 
grateful for the example, ethics, and instruction imparted to him by Drs. Robert Kasberg, 
Gustavo Mahn, and Francois Fisselier. He could not have completed this journey without 
the love and support of his family, particularly his inspiring wife, Madeleine Smith.   

 After graduation Drew plans to work as an Associate Dentist.   

Russell Smith, D2022
Russell was born and raised in Greenville, South Carolina. He graduated from the 
University of South Carolina with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a minor in 
History and Business Administration in 2008. He earned his M.S. in Biomedical Sciences 
from Barry University in Miami FL in 2017. His love for dentistry originated from his father, 
who is a Certified Dental Lab technician in Greenville, SC. 

Before pursuing his career in dentistry, Russell worked as a sales representative for Infor 
Global Solutions and coached high school baseball. He also volunteered at Greenville Free 
Medical Clinic, a community clinic that provided dental care to the underserved residents 
of the community. 

During his time at Tufts, Russell served as the President of both Alpha Omega, and the 
American College of Prosthodontist clubs. He participated in multiple Community Service 
projects including Give Kids A Smile and Service with a Smile. He was honored to become a 
Tisch Summer Fellow, where he established the Service with a Smile projects at New 
England Center and Home for Veterans and Brighton Marine, to bring free dental care for 
veterans. He also served as a Teaching Assistant for multiple courses, including Operative, 
Fixed and Removal Prosthodontics, Digital Dentistry, and Group Practice Exeter. 

Russell would like to thank all the TUSDM faculty and staff members that helped him along 
the way to grow, not only as a clinician, but as a person. He expresses his gratitude to his 
Exeter Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and Mary Karish-Dodge. A 
special thanks also goes to Exeter DPA, Romell Madison, for accepting all his appointments 

and talking football with him. He would also like to thank specific individuals, in multiple departments, at TUSDM who made an impact 
on his journey through dental school: Drs. Robert Kasberg and Gerard Kugel; in Operative, Drs. David Bardwell, William Lobel, and Mirian 
Belussi; in Periodontics, Dr. Maha Qari; in Public Health and Community Service, Dr. Martha Forero, Kathryn Dolan, and Nancy Marks; 
and, finally, the entire Prosthodontics faculty, especially Drs. Francois Fisselier, Gustavo Mahn, and Wael Att for helping him discover his 
interest and passion for Prosthodontics. 

Most of all, Russell would like to thank his mother, Paula; father, Roger; and sister, Erin; for their unconditional support and 
encouragement during his dental school career and for helping him realize his potential and keeping him grounded. He is very thankful 
for his girlfriend, Olivia, for keeping him motivated to continue his education in Prosthodontics. 

Upon graduation, Russell has accepted a residency position at LSU Health New Orleans School of Dentistry’s Prosthodontics Residency 
Program. 

Last but not least, a big thanks goes out to all his friends at NSU and TUSDM who supported him during his journey through dental 
school…it’s been a wild ride. WFD OUT!  
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John Sobhani, D2022 
John was born and raised in Los Angeles. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree at 
California State University Northridge and Master of Science at University of Southern 
California. 

Having worked in the professional world prior to dental school, John learned many skills 
that would help him serve patients as he planned on becoming a dentist. Volunteering at 
events with Student National Dental Association and working with his peers in clinic to 
solve problems are some of his most memorable experiences at Tufts. His fondest of 
memories include hanging out with his family from SNDA, both in academic support and 
overall wellness with regard to social gatherings. Seeing his patients smile brought him 
the greatest joy, especially from patients with the most dental care needs. John believes 
that dentistry requires a holistic approach to life and that not only is there a need for civic 
engagement, but also an artistic blending. John was involved with the arts community of 
Boston, in addition to carrying forth his association with friends from his home city.  

John would like to thank his clinical faculty, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary 
Karish-Dodge, for their mentorship. He also is grateful for the many smiles and lessons 
learned from mentors, including Drs. James Theodore, Ronald Davitt, Thaisa Bordin, and 
Leo Whitworth. There are many other mentors who, although John cannot name them all, 
he will always fondly remember. He also would like to thank Dr. Hugo Campos for allowing 
him to direct an instructional video. John would also like to thank those who believed in 
him before applying to dental school, including his mother and sister for their support 
during his academic journey. John also thanks his friend, Dr. Hughlin Boyd; his agent and  

 publicist, Elie Hyman; the Starbucks baristas who would make his coffee; Bruce Barbee;  
 and Drs. Peter Stone, Steven Oppenheimer, and Linda Chassiakos. John dedicates his  
 dental degree to his mother. John plans to use his dental skills to serve his community in a  
 diverse and inclusive manner.  

Wesley Son, D2022 
Wesley was born in Bridgewater, MA and graduated from UMass Amherst in 2018 with a 
degree in Biology, cum laude with Phi Beta Kappa honors. Wesley is a part of the United 
States Navy Health Professions Scholarship Program and will serve in the Navy for 4 years 
after graduation. He will be the 4th commissioned officer in his family, following his 
brother-in-law and sister, who are both officers in the Marine Corps, and his cousin, who is 
an artillery officer in the Army.  

While at Tufts, Wesley was on the Dean’s List every semester and received the Tufts Merit 
Scholarship for all 4 years. During his time at Tufts, Wesley worked as a Dental Anatomy 
Teaching Assistant and as an Organic Chemistry Consultant for Dental Admissions Test 
(DAT) Bootcamp, helping many students learn organic chemistry and contributing to an 
organic chemistry textbook.  

Following completion of his military service, Wesley plans to apply to orthodontics 
residency and return to Boston.  

Wesley would like to thank Drs. Vincent Mariano D82 DG84, and Lisa Emirzian D82, for 
their guidance and mentorship, as well as Dr. Stephen Recupero, for inspiring his journey 
into dentistry. Wesley would also like to thank the 5 PCs he had in Group Charlestown, as 
well as all the clinic faculty and staff who made his dental education possible.  

Wesley is grateful for his best friends in dental school; George Hatzipetrou, Michael 
Mariano, and Arman Ghafarian. Without them, he would not have had the best four years of 
his life thus far. He will miss them greatly. He would also like to thank his entire family,  

 especially his parents, Chang and Helen, for their love, support, and prayer throughout  
 dental school.   
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Mahdi Taha, D2022 
Mahdi received a B.A. in Biology from Indiana University - Perdue.

Mark Tanchanco, D2022 
Mark was raised in Middletown, Delaware, where he spent a lot of his time playing 
lacrosse, exercising, playing the piano, and, later, picked up archery. He comes from a long 
line of dentists in his family, which he believes helps him with his eye for detail and 
aesthetics. While dentistry runs in his family, Mark believes that dentistry has been a good 
fit for his own personality because he likes problem solving and working with his hands to 
create something. For him, dentistry is like completing a complex puzzle that brings about 
satisfying results. 

In 2018, Mark received his Bachelor of Science degree in both Biology and Psychology 
from Loyola University Maryland in Baltimore, graduating cum laude. He matriculated to 
Tufts a couple months after completing his undergraduate studies. While at Tufts, Mark 
was a recipient of the Dean’s Research Scholarship during all four years and conducted 
materials research about a novel curing light, under the mentorship of Dr. Gerard Kugel. 
For his study, he received the First Place Award for his poster presentation at the 2021 
Bates-Andrews Research Day, out of 45 participants. Mark also served as a Clinical 
Teaching Assistant and Pre-Clinical Lab Teaching Assistant, aiding in teaching complete 
dentures, removable partial dentures, and dental anatomy to underclassmen. It was during 
these experiences that Mark discovered a passion for teaching and advocating for his 
colleagues. He feels a sense of gratification when students feel that they have gained from 
his feedback. Mark also participated in the Admissions Ambassadors program, where he 
accommodated prospective students during their interview days by answering questions, 
giving tours, and helping with conducting interviews. 

Mark would like to provide special thanks to his practice coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez, and Frank DeCaro; clinical 
instructors, Drs. Francois Fisselier, Ronald Davitt, William Lobel, Gustavo Mahn, and Vasiliki Tsakalelli; dispensary assistant, Markaine 
Desrosiers; DPAs, Denise Tran, Sidney Lu, and Dina Bartalini; and his research mentor, Dr. Gerard Kugel; for contributing to his success at 
Tufts. 

The love and support from Mark’s family also motivated him to keep pushing through the four years, even at the most challenging times. 
Mark would like to thank his mom, dad, younger sister, Kate, and new puppy, Zeno, for their support and for molding him to become who 
he is today. 

Mark would also like to thank all his childhood Delaware friends and Loyola friends to whom he is still close to, for their support. 
Additionally, Mark believes the friends he has made in the D22 and D23 classes have made dental school fun and memorable and wishes 
his peers the best. 

Directly following graduation, Mark will be returning home for a general practice residency at Christiana Care Hospital in Delaware.  
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Anshélle Tucker, D2022 
Anshélle received a B.S. in Biology with a minor in Chemistry from Prairie View A&M 
University and a Master’s degree in Bio-Medical Science from Mississippi College.  

Anshélle has served in many roles while here at Tufts. She has been a tutor, a Teaching 
Assistant, an active member of the Student National Dental Association, and an 
Admissions Ambassador, just to name a few. She served her class in an elected position as 
the Ethics, Professionalism, and Citizenship class representative for all four years, and it 
has been her greatest honor to aide her class in this role. Anshélle spends time making 
videos for and doing 1-on-1 mentoring for pre-dental students. She remembers that her 
ancestors paved the way for her to be here and, without them, it would not be possible. 
She would like to continue to guide others and believes there is no point in moving forward 
if you are helping those coming behind you.  

During her time in dental school, Anshélle impressively began her own organic cosmetic 
company, Reen Remedy, LLC. She thought it was important to not only take care of the 
inside of her patients’ mouths, but to ensure that they were also using healthy products to 
take care of their lips and skin. Her website and story can be found at www.ReenRemedy.com.

First, Anshélle would like to thank God because, without him, none of this would be 
possible. She would like to thank her family and friends and her mother, who has been 
such a star player in her success. She would like to send a special thanks to Dr. Jeanette 
Sabir-Holloway, who has turned into family, her role at the school is unmatched and 
irreplaceable; and Drs. Tanya Wright, Leo Whitmore, and Nicole Holland, their presence at 

the school was warm, and special and the students truly need to see many more like you. To everyone she served on the EPC committee 
with, they have all made such an impact in her life and she plans to continue the work they’ve done beyond her time at Tufts. To “mama” 
Dr. Joanne Falzone, you are a force to be reckoned with, and you are loved and appreciated. To Katherine Vosker, thank you for your 
compassion and support through the years. To Dainya Hannan, you really do move mountains and she appreciates you. Finally, thank you 
to Dr. Robert Kasberg, for seeing something special in her and recruiting here from Mississippi College. The role you play in diversifying 
Tufts will go down in history and it will always be cherished by us.  

Anshélle signed her first job offer October 2021, and will begin her journey as a General Dentist here in Massachusetts. She is blessed 
and ready to begin her new career.    

Speros Varinos, D2022 
Speros was born and raised in Middleton, Massachusetts. He attended Tufts University for 
his undergraduate education and graduated with a B.S. in Biology. While attending Tufts 
undergrad, Speros was a member of the Tufts Baseball team for four years. In between 
college and dental school, he worked for the Vascular Biology Program at Boston 
Children’s Hospital, studying to find a novel biomarker for concussions. 

During his time at Tufts, Speros dedicated much of his time and effort to working in the 
clinic at school. Whether it was seeing his own patients, assisting a classmate, helping as 
a clinic Teaching Assistant, or working in the dental lab, most of his focus was to gain as 
much clinical experience as possible. Speros was also honored to the Dean’s list for his 
academic achievements. None of this learning experience would be possible without the 
dedicated efforts of the clinical doctors and third floor staff. He would like to personally 
thank his practice coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alberto Sarmiento, Lorena Alex, Alex 
Miele, and Denisa Stasa, as well as the clinic faculty members, such as Drs. Maria 
Avrampou, Amit Sachdeo, James Theodore, Gustavo Mahn, Pilar Sanchez and many others 
he worked with during his time at Tufts. He would like to also thank the third floor staff 
members, Tangy Person, Matilda Bejko, and Jackie Roman, for their endless work that 
allows us to focus on providing care to patients. 

Speros would also like to most importantly thank his family and friends for their endless 
love and support during dental school. None of this would have been possible without his 
parents, Dr. Frank and Tina Varinos, and he dedicates his accomplishments to them. He 
hopes to one day be as good as a doctor as his father, and as good of a parent as them. He 

also would like to thank his brothers, Anastas and Elias; his sister, Sophia; and his Pappou Spiro, for supporting him every step of the 
way. Finally, Speros would like to thank his dental school friends and TUSDM 2022 classmates. No one truly understands the difficulties 
of dental school as much as these people who have been there by his side every day, and for that he is grateful. Speros thanks them for 
helping him through the tough days, and for being there to celebrate all the accomplishments that came during these four years. He 
wishes them all the best of luck in their future endeavors. 

After graduation Speros will continue his dental education at NYU Langone Hospital GPR Program in Long Island.  
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Carolina Velez, D2022 
Carolina was born in New Milford, CT, but was raised in Medellin, Colombia. When she 
turned 10 years old, her parents decided to move back to the United States with the hope 
that their children could achieve the American dream. Carolina graduated high school with 
a 4.0 GPA and was awarded the Take Stock in Children Scholarship, which would pay 100% 
of her Bachelor’s degree. Carolina then attended the University of South Florida, where she 
graduated with a B.A. in Biomedical Sciences and a Minor in Business. This made her the 
first generation to graduate from college in her family. Afterwards, she attended Barry 
University and graduated with her Master’s in Biomedical Sciences, which would provide 
her with a strong foundation to get accepted into Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine.  

At Tufts, she felt so grateful to be surrounded by a highly diverse community with a 
profound drive to help others for the better good. Throughout the years she has been an 
active member of the Hispanic Dental Association, Health Literacy Club, and volunteered in 
several community events to help those in need.  

Carolina is extremely thankful to her professors for all of the knowledge they shared with 
her. She wants to give a special thanks to Drs. Robert Kasberg, Pilar Sanchez, and Huda 
Stipho, for always going above and beyond with their mentorships. Last, but not least, 
Carolina would like to thank her parents for all the invaluable sacrifices they went through, 
as these allowed her to reach her American dream.  

After graduation, Carolina plans to start working as a general dentist in a private practice in  
 Boston, further expanding her ties with the local community while enriching her  
 professional skills and experience.  

Jesus Vivar, D2022 
Jesus is a first-generation college graduate. Born in Mexico and raised in the DC Metro 
area, he joined the dental field as a dental assistant at the age of 17.  

With many years in the dental field prior to admittance into dental school, Jesus witnessed 
the underrepresentation of Hispanics in the dental field. Since then, he knew his goal in 
his dental career would be to change that as much he could. He knew he wanted to help 
and acquire a leadership position with the Hispanic Student Dental Association at Tufts, in 
which he did when he became President of said association.  

His clinical skills and passion for clinic were recognized when he was chosen to be one of 
the Clinical Teaching Assistants in his beloved Charlestown group practice. Furthermore, 
he served as a Teaching Assistant for Pediatric Dentistry. His altruistic and leadership 
persona throughout dental school were recognized when he was inducted into the 
TUSDM’s Honos Civicus Society.  

With the exposure of dentistry at a young age along with his edifying dental clinical 
education at TUSDM, he came to a conclusion that he wants to challenge everything the 
dental field has to offer. He is set to start a General Practice Residency in New York City at 
St. Barnabas Hospital in July. In the future, he hopes to own a private practice, give back to 
his community, and be involved in advocating for more Hispanic/Latinx representation 
through National HDA.  

He would like to thank his mom, sister, and brother-in-law for being his support system 
throughout this long, arduous educational experience. At TUSDM, he would like to thank 

Jackie Roman and Tangy Person for making his time in clinic run smoothly (you will be missed!). And last, but certainly not least, he would 
like to thank Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, Lorena Alex, and Alberto Sarmiento, for helping him build the foundation of his 
clinical dental education.  

Jesus would like to conclude with a quote from the great poet Snoop Dogg: 

 “... I want to thank me, I want to thank me for believing in me, I want to thank me for doing all this hard work, I want to thank me for 
having no days off, I want to thank me for never quitting, … I want to thank me for just being me at all times...”  

And yes, he is still a firm believer that: When in doubt, Twerk it out!  
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Mallory Vukovic, D2022 
Mallory was born and raised just outside of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology with a minor in Anthropology from Ursinus College in 
2015. She then received her Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences from Tufts University 
School of Medicine in 2018. 

During her time at Tufts, Mallory was recognized on the Dean’s List each year and was 
honored to be a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship. Mallory was selected and worked 
as a Teaching Assistant for the pre-clinical Prosthodontic course, which helped her to 
advance her and her fellow students’ knowledge. She is extremely grateful for the clinical 
and academic training she received at Tufts. Mallory would like to thank the entire Tufts 
faculty who helped her succeed through these past four years. She would especially like to 
thank the incredible Exeter Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Mary Karish-
Dodge, and Alan Epstein, for their mentorship and guidance. Outside of Tufts, she enjoyed 
the externship program where she provided dental care to the underserved community in 
the South End for five weeks.  

As the first in her family to attend a graduate program, Mallory would like to dedicate her 
D.M.D. degree to her parents, brother and sister-in-law for their endless support, 
encouragement and motivation. She would like to give a special thanks to Dr. Caroline Hsu, 
a wonderful mentor and friend, whose inspiration and guidance helped pave the way for 
Mallory’s journey to becoming a dentist. Finally, she would like to thank the life-long 
friends she has made in the “Breakfast Club” and especially for the “Flossy Posse,” Kelly 
Bosselman, Nikita Santhanakrishnan, and Alexa Kilichowski.  

 After graduation, Mallory plans to work as a general dentist in private practice.   

Yelena Vynar, D2022 
Yelena was born in L’viv, Ukraine and immigrated to the United States at a young age. She 
grew up in Cromwell, Connecticut. She earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology 
from Westfield State University in May of 2018 and was accepted into Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine later that year. Yelena developed a genuine passion and desire 
to work in the dental field and concentrated all of her efforts and strengths into getting into 
dental school straight-out of her undergraduate studies.  

While at TUSDM, Yelena was recognized for her outstanding dental clinical skills each year. 
Yelena was selectively chosen to be a Teaching Assistant for many courses, including 
Implant Dentistry, Fixed Prosthodontics, and a Dorchester Clinic Teaching Assistant. Yelena 
served as Vice President of the Prosthodontics Study Club during her third and fourth 
years. Throughout her time at TUSDM, Yelena worked as a dental assistant at multiple 
different dental practices in Boston while excelling in her studies, lab work, and clinic 
requirements.  

Yelena has endless gratitude for her Dorchester Group Practice Leaders, Drs. Theano 
Eliopoulos, Rebekah Boral, and Edward Fidrocki, who have made her clinical experience 
full of learning, growth, and great memories. She has developed lifelong friendships with 
the third floor staff and will be forever grateful for meeting her Tufts family: Matilda Bejko, 
Ben, Jackie Roman, Ali, and Ily. Yelena extends special thank you to Drs. Stephany Cordero, 
Mariam Margvelashvili-Malament, Thaisa Bordin, Ali Muftu, Yo-Wei Chen, Gerard Kugel, 
and Gustavo Mahn; their mentorship and guidance were invaluable in achieving her dental 
degree. Yelena has many other mentors that she worked for and learned from that she 

 would like to thank deeply for their support in her journey to getting into dental school, including Drs. Patrick Dermesropian, Janice 
Kwak, Silviu Barzoi, Robin White, and Patrick Romano.  

Most importantly, Yelena would like to acknowledge her entire family, Luba, Bogdan, Julie, Lily, Tanya, Holly, David, Larry, Andrew, Jake, 
and all her nephews and nieces for their infinite love and support along the entirety of this journey. Yelena would like to dedicate her 
dental degree to a dear classmate and friend she made during the first few days of dental school, who unfortunately left us too early in 
this life, Bailey Walterscheid. Your beautiful soul, contagious smile and full of life laugh is missed every day.   

Finally, to the love of her life, Maxwell, she did not know a love to exist like the one you have shown her. There are no words to express 
how grateful she is to live a life with you in it. Yelena is looking forward to spending the rest of her life with her best friend.  

After graduation, Yelena will attend an AEGD program at NYU Langone in Winslow, AZ.  
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Kylie Walker, D2022 
Kylie is the daughter to Dale Walker and Kimberly Ratzlaff, and she is beyond thankful for 
their support. Her father has always been her biggest fan and has guided her through 
many obstacles to get her to where she is today.  

She received her undergraduate degree from Wichita State University in Wichita, Kansas. 
She then went on to receive a Master’s in Biomedical Science from Mississippi College. It 
was there that Kylie met Dr. Robert Kasberg and decided Tufts Dental School was the right 
fit. She had wanted to be a dentist since she was eight years old and cannot wait to get out 
and practice.  

During her time at Tufts Dental, she was on the Dean’s List from 2019-2022. She received 
the Gallagher-Wilkins Scholarship for the 2020-2021 academic year and the Merit 
Scholarship for the 2021-2022 academic year. She has accepted a 1-year residency 
position at the Maine VA, where she looks forward to expanding her skill set and 
knowledge. Once completed, she plans to find a quaint private practice to join as an 
associate and eventually own her own practice.  

Her experience at Tufts Dental has shaped her into the professional she is today and she 
can’t thank the clinic faculty enough. She was afforded an exciting opportunity to work on 
an esthetics case with Dr. Gustavo Mahn and would like to thank him for all the hours of 
time and energy he put into making it an amazing learning opportunity. She would like to 
thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and Karen Wallach, for all 
their guidance and support in clinic. She would also like to thank Dr. Francois Fisselier for  

 being her mentor throughout her entire pre-clinical and clinical learning.   

Nikesha Walters, D2022  
Born and raised in Jamaica, Queens, New York, Nikesha attended Brown University, where 
she earned a B.A. in Portuguese and Brazilian Studies. After her undergraduate studies, 
Nikesha worked in international education as a Program Manager for seven years, serving 
as an advisor and negotiating communications between exchange visitors and program 
sponsors including the Brazilian Ministry of Education. Inspired by her students to pursue 
dentistry, Nikesha furthered her studies and achieved an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from 
Barry University before enrolling in Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) for 
her D.M.D. 

While at Tufts, Nikesha served as the elected class representative all four years for the 
Student Promotions Committee. She was also co-chair on the outreach committee for 
Special Smiles and served as a facilitator for Leadership workshops. She was a member of 
the Student National Dental Association and Hispanic Dental Association and also took 
part in various volunteer activities like Give Kids A Smile, doing Patient Recruitment, and 
Autism Smiles. Nikesha also had the opportunity to work as a Teaching Assistant for 
Pediatrics, Continuing Education and participate in pediatric research.  

Nikesha has excelled throughout her dental studies as a Dean’s List honoree all four years 
and received the TUSDM Merit Scholarship and TUSDM Dean’s Grants for her academic 
achievements. She is also a four-year dental scholarship recipient of the U.S. National 
Health Service Corps (NHSC) and was awarded the ADEA/GlaxoSmithKline 
Consumer Healthcare scholarship in Preventive Dentistry.  

Nikesha would like to extend her gratitude to her classmates, instructors and staff for their 
comradery, mentorship and kind words of encouragements over the years. She would like to give a very warm thank you to Drs. Rocio 
Saavedra, Ronald Davitt, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Robert Kasberg, Michael Thompson, Dongwoo Park, Nui Chaimattayompol, Pilar 
Sanchez, Mirian Belussi, Hugo Campos, Martha Forero, Leo Whitworth, and Adrienne Nguyen. She also thanks her Dorchester Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theanos Eliopolous, Rebekah Boral, and Erick Gomez. She is thankful to clinical staff, Paula Callahan, 
Jackie Roman, Ali Redjaee, Matilda Bejko, Merlene James-Harris, and Iolanda Gomes, for making each day a little brighter. Nikesha is also 
grateful to her patients for their role in aiding her on the journey to become a better clinician.  

Most of all, Nikesha would like to thank her friends and family for their unwavering support, including Enzo. As the first doctor in her 
family, Nikesha dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her mom and dad, to whom she is forever grateful for their continuous encouragement, 
comforting hugs, and boundless love throughout her academic journey.  

Following graduation, Nikesha will continue her training for two years as a Pediatric Dentist Resident at Yale-New Haven Children’s 
Hospital through Yale University School of Medicine.  She will subsequently work as a pediatric dentist through her NHSC service, 
supporting her goal of becoming a change agent in the field of dentistry and public health advocate for the underserved.  
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Yanqiu Weng, DI2022 
Yanqiu grew up in Shanghai, China. He graduated from Shanghai Second Medical 
University with a D.D.S. degree. Later, he moved to the U.S. to pursue graduate study and 
earned a Ph.D. degree in Biostatistics from the Medical University of South Carolina. 

While at Tufts, Yanqiu earned recognition on the Dean’s list each year and was awarded the 
Merit Scholarship for year 2021-2022. He was the Teaching Assistant for the Practice 
Management course. 

Yanqiu would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell and 
Mary Karish-Dodge, for their guidance and mentorship during the clinical study at Tufts. 
Yanqiu also wants to especially thank Dr. Ronald Perry, the IS Program Director, for his 
constant support in his two and half years in the IS program. Finally, Yanqiu would like to 
thank his wonderful family, his wife and two kids, for their endless love and patience 
throughout the journey. 

After graduation, Yanqiu plans to be a general dentist in Massachusetts.  

Rodrick (Donnie) Wiggins, D2022 
Born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, Rodrick began his career in dentistry early in life. 
Rodrick received a certificate in dental assisting alongside his high school diploma in 
2011. From there, Rodrick went on to receive his B.S. degree at Kent State University in 
2015, where he also began his journey in research and development with a study in 
neuroendocrinology. Following a year as a dental assistant, Rodrick took his talents to 
Miami, Florida where he earned a M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University 
in 2018. Rodrick earned his admittance to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine with a 
Tufts Merit Scholarship and Tufts Dean’s Grant.  

While at Tufts, Rodrick found unique ways to impact his classmates, his community and the 
dental profession as a whole. He founded a brand known as Teeth Studios - A Smiling 
Initiative that advocated for authenticity through passions, including, art, activism and 
much more. Rodrick expanded his brand through his continued passion in research with an 
experimental study in bioactive dental materials that was later published in the Journal of 
Dental Research and recognized by the International Dental Association in 2019. He also 
received the R.R. Andrews Research Honors Scholar Award for his work.  From there, 
Rodrick diversified his impact with the creation of a grass-roots project that allowed him to 
collect and recycle used toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes, and floss containers. This project 
leveraged a unique way for patients to access healthcare. In return for the collected 
products, Tufts received funds which allowed for the contribution to oral healthcare for 
patients who otherwise could not afford it. Rodrick was recognized and inducted into the 
Clinton Foundation for these efforts in 2020. 

Rodrick is now heading a Better Health campaign in conjunction with his Teeth Studios brand to promote better health practices through 
community engagement. He is also patenting a biodegradable toothbrush to further mitigate the waste problems dentistry contributes to 
while also intending to provide these self-sustainable products overseas to underserved countries.  

None of what Rodrick has been able to achieve was without the unwavering love and support of his family and he therefore dedicates his 
D.M.D. degree to his mother and step-father, Jennifer and Tim Bishop; his siblings, Devin and Nia Bishop; and his grandparents, Richard 
and Beverly Annable. Rodrick also offers his sincere gratitude to his extended family and friends for their endless encouragement 
throughout his journey. Rodrick gives a special thank you to Drs. Robert Kasberg, Gerard Kugel, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Alex Miele, 
Denisa Stasa, Pilar Sanchez, Steve Rubin, Peter Arsenault, Lee Gause, Martin Layman, and Karen Wallach, as well as Jackie Kulas, Tommy 
Rivera, Alyx Ortiz, Caitlyn Lu, David Kaplan, Junqi Wu, and Lisa Theodore for their contributions to his success. He would also like to thank 
his entire class for the endless laughs and memories that will last a life time.  

Rodrick will continue his training at Kings County Hospital in Brooklyn, New York for a 1-year General Practice Residency before entering 
private practice. “Congratulations D’22, We Did It!”   
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Kendall Wilkes, D2022 
Kendall, the youngest child of Ron Wilkes and Heather Hemdal, was born and raised in the 
small town of Lowell, Indiana, where she completed her high school education. It was here 
that Kendall set out to become a dentist and she has been on that journey ever since.  

After high school, Kendall attended Indiana University, gaining a B.A. degree in Chemistry 
with a minor in Anthropology. While at IU, Kendall was active in many extracurriculars, 
such as the Inorganic Chemistry Teaching Assistant, fundraising for Operation Smile, 
volunteering at The Middle Way House, and intermural sports. During her junior year at IU, 
Kendall studied abroad in Perth, Australia at the University of Western Australia, where she 
applied her anthropology studies and met people from a multitude of cultures and 
countries that she still holds dear to this day.  

Kendall wants to extend tremendous gratitude to her friends from Lowell, Indiana 
University and the University of Western Australia that have continuously supported her at 
her lows and celebrated her highs. She could not have made it this far without the love, 
laughs, and encouragement she constantly receives from them.  

She would also like to take them time to recognize to her family members Jodi, Josh, Jackie, 
Dave, and her amazing grandparents Lila, Rachel, and Don that have not only loved and 
supported her endlessly through dental school, but from the moment she was born. 
Additionally, she wants to thank all five of her brothers whose influences helped shape her 
into the responsible, tough, and capable woman she is today.  

And above all else, Kendall wants to thank her amazing parents that have always believed 
in her and all her dreams no matter how big or small (or ridiculous). It was her mother’s love for the arts and working with her hands as 
well as her father’s hardworking and logical mentality that sparked her interest in dentistry and helped her be successful in that pursuit.  

Throughout dental school, Kendall has served on the board of many organizations, such as the American Association of Women Dentists 
and the Academy of General Dentistry, where she helped organize and implement various outreach and continuing education events. 
Most significant and exciting to her, Kendall had the opportunity to participate in a dental externship on the Navajo Reservation. She 
provided dental care and education to the community and learned how to properly serve traditionally disadvantaged communities. It was 
this experience that solidified Kendall’s desire to participate in the National Health Service Corp’s continue working in public health after 
graduation at a federally qualified health care center.  

Lastly, Kendall wants to thank her incredible friends from TUSDM and the city of Boston.  She is so insanely proud of all of them and their 
growth and achievements in the last four years and cannot wait to see what lies ahead for them. Those people are what made her 
experience in Boston worthwhile, and she will hold those people and experiences close to her heart forever.   

Christopher Williams, D2022 
Christopher was born in Mineola, New York and raised for most of his life in Lawrenceville, 
Georgia by his parents, Gijy and Jaicy Williams, along with his brother, Kenneth. He 
attended the University of Georgia and graduated in 2016 with a B.S. degree in Biology. 
During his undergraduate days, Chris was impacted by an organization at UGA known as 
Operation Smile, which raises funds for underprivileged communities to afford cleft lip and 
palate surgeries. This helped him solidify his career choice in dentistry.  

Since then, Chris continued his community service throughout his time at TUSDM, whether 
it was volunteering at Give Kids A Smile and other community events, going on a medical 
mission trip to Mexico, or serving the Navajo population during his externship. Chris was 
also a part of the Dentistry in Sports Club, where he enjoyed combining two of his favorite 
things in life. Christopher was acknowledged on the Dean’s List and a Merit Scholarship for 
academic achievement throughout his time at TUSDM. After graduation, Chris will continue 
his career as a general dentist in Texas, with aspirations to eventually open up his own 
private practice.  

Christopher would like to express his gratitude to his Group Practice Coordinators in 
Fairfield, Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez and Frank DeCaro, for mentoring him 
throughout his clinical experience. He would also like to thank the supporting faculty, 
administration, staff, and fellow students that has help him throughout his dental school 
experience. Most importantly he would like to thank his parents, brother, extended family 
and friends for their unwavering love and support throughout this journey.   
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Ashley Wilmot, D2022 
Ashley was born and raised in Long Island, New York and graduated from Hofstra University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. She continued her education as a post-baccalaureate 
at Temple University School of Dental Medicine in Philadelphia. In 2018, she made the big 
move to Boston and started school at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, becoming 
a member of the D22 class.  

During her time at Tufts, Ashley was active in the Tufts Dental School community, serving 
as a Teaching Assistant for Tissue Injury and Host Defense, Removable Dentures and 
Operative. Ashley enjoyed helping her underclassman colleagues navigate their way 
through dental school and serve as a helpful resource. She volunteered with Tufts Pediatric 
Club, Smile Share Care and Give Kids A Smile, as well as other various clubs. 

Ashley would like to express her sincerest appreciation to all her didactic and preclinical 
professors who played integral roles in her dental education. She is very grateful for her 
mentor, Dr. Francois Fisselier, for his constant support, hours of help and, most 
importantly, his jokes that always kept her laughing. She would also like to thank her Back 
Bay Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Maria Torres, Olympia Karacosta, Merelyn Hong and 
David Leader, for all their help navigating clinic and transitioning from an academic 
student to a clinician. She would like to thank Dr. Addy Alt-Holland for being a great 
resource and always be willing to give a helping hand. She would also like to thank the 
DPAs and dispensary staff for everything they do. She would like to thank Dr. Roccio 
Saavedra for igniting her interest and love for pediatric dentistry. She would also like to 
thank her Big/Little family, Amanda McKane (D21) and Grace Call (D23), for all of their help  

 and support throughout her time at TUSDM. Lastly, she would like to thank Kylie Walker  
 (D22) for being the best support system in Boston, she wouldn’t have made it through  
 without her. 

Most importantly, Ashley would like to express great gratitude to her amazing parents, Liz and John, for all their late night/early morning 
phone calls, trips to Boston and constant love and support. She would like to thank her grandmother, Arlyne, for always believing in her 
and encouraging her to pursue her dreams. She would also like to thank her brother, Justin, for dealing with her throughout these years 
and not giving her TOO hard of a time for hogging their parents. She would lastly like to thank her best friend, Jordan, for her unwavering 
encouragement and positive attitude. Without the continued love and support from her family, she would not be where she is today. 
Ashley dedicates her DMD degree to her parents.  

Following graduation, Ashley will complete a GPR program at St Charles Hospital in Port Jefferson, NY, and eventually pursue a career in 
pediatric dentistry. She will return to New York to be reunited with her family.   

Corey Joseph Winship, D2022 
Corey received a B.A. in Biology from Saint Anselm College in 2017. He is a third-
generation dentist, beginning with his grandfather, Dr. Joseph G. Kalil. Dr. Kalil gave Corey 
the inspiration and the passion to be in this field.  

Corey spent his time in dental school cultivating some of the greatest friendships he will 
ever have. Corey would first like to thank his family; Kevin Winship, Christina Winship, 
Justin Winship, and Matt Winship. They were able to give him the mentality to never stop, 
and to always trust your gut. Reflecting on his four years, Corey will never forget the 
impromptu fishing trips, Shakshuka Sundays, ski trips, nights out, and many more 
countless memories he made with the UFW’s. He wants to thank Drs. Morgan Johnson, Kyle 
Hayes, Madeline Worden, Jared Shatkin, Aurash Abrishamchi, Arman Ghafarian, and Ola 
Jakobsze for being his second family. Corey would also like to thank Drs. Kenneth and 
Donna Kalil for their mentorship throughout his career, especially in the years leading up 
to matriculating at Tufts Dental. Corey would also like to especially recognize Dr. Camila 
Pachon Posada for her unconditional love and support every step of the way. To add to that 
list, he would like to thank Gino DeSimone, who has been an incredible mentor since the 
very beginning of his dental career. The two of them truly pushed him to succeed in times 
of doubt and struggle. He wants to give a special thank you to Dr. Viena Posada, Ramona 
Posada, Dr. Manuel Posada, and Drs. James and Brett Stein for the motivation and courage 
to take his education even further.  

Following graduation, Corey will enter a residency at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine to study Prosthodontics.   
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Cody Woods, D2022 
Cody was raised in Houlton, Maine. He graduated from Bowdoin College in 2016 with a 
B.A. in Biochemistry and Government & Legal Studies. 

While at TUSDM, Cody was a recipient of a Merit Scholarship at Tufts Dental from 2019-
2022. He served as a Teaching Assistant for the Clinical Anatomy, Operative Dentistry and 
Fixed Prosthodontic courses, and worked as a Lab Safety Teaching Assistant during his 
fourth year. Cody would like to thank the Maine Dental Association and Northeast Delta 
Dental for the generous scholarships they awarded him to help reduce his student loans. 

Cody is appreciative of all his mentors who helped make him into the man he is and guide 
him into the dentist he will strive to be. Firstly, he would like to thank his Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish-Dodge. He would also like 
to thank other faculty members for their guidance and support, including Drs. Kara Rogers, 
Brian Prindiville and William Lobel. Drs. Robert Brookings (D20), Susan Harvey (D20), and 
Cody’s “big,” Dr. Christian Labonte (D21) were also instrumental preparing him for his 
clinical training. 

He is grateful for the mentorship he received on externship at Caring Hands of Maine from 
Dr. Timothy Oh and his team.  

Cody would like to thank his father, Dr. Karl Woods, and grandfather, Dr. Donald Woods, for 
their support, encouragement, and love of dentistry that spurred him on to pursue this 
profession. He would also like to express his gratitude towards his mother, Lisa, and 
brother, Robert, as well as to the rest of his family, for their love and support throughout  

 his life. He is appreciative of all his friends in dental school and cherishes the memories  
 they made together. 

 After dental school, Cody is planning on pursuing general dentistry in Maine.  

Madeline Worden, D2022 
Madeline was born in upstate New York. She attended the University of New Hampshire, 
where she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Biomedical Sciences in 2015. She 
then went on to complete her Master of Science in Molecular Biosciences from the Albany 
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in 2017.  

Madeline would like to thank her parents, Nancy and Doug Worden, and her brother, Erik 
Worden, for their unconditional support during her educational pursuit. Madeline is 
incredibly thankful for the lifelong friends she has made, including Camila Pachon Posada, 
Kyle Hayes, Corey Winship, Ola Jackobsze, Jared Shatkin, Arman Ghafarian, and Aurash 
Abrishamchi. She would also like to thank her mentors, Drs. Maryanna Kerr and Geoff 
Gamache, for inspiring her. 

Upon graduation Madeline will be completing a General Practice Residency program at St. 
Peter’s Hospital in Albany, NY.   
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Maggie Wu, D2022 
Maggie was born and raised in New York City, New York. She graduated from Boston 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences in 2017 and continued her 
education at Tufts University School of Medicine, earning a Master of Science in Biomedical 
Sciences in 2018.  

While at TUSDM, Maggie was an active member of the American Student Dental 
Association (ASDA), both on the school and district levels, the Asian Dental Organization 
(ADO), and the Orthodontics Study Club. In addition to her involvement in various 
organizations, she was also a Teaching Assistant for Fairfield Clinic, Radiology, and a 
variety of didactic courses. Maggie was a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship and 
earned recognition on the Dean’s List all four years of dental school. She was also a 2019 
Tufts Summer Research Fellow and a 2020 Tufts ADEA ADCFP fellow.  

Maggie would like to thank some standout faculty members who have provided 
instrumental mentorship and guidance throughout dental school: Fairfield Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Frank DeCaro, Ilenia Gonzalez, and Paul Trombly for shaping her into a 
confident clinician; Drs. Francois Fisselier and Gustavo Mahn for all the laughs in preclin 
and clinic; Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Irina Dragan, Gulsun Gül, Gabriela Lagreca, and Rocio 
Saavedra for being incredible female role models.  

Last, but not least, Maggie is forever grateful for her parents, Manny Wu and Sandi Ye; her 
sister, Lisa Wu; her college sweetheart; and all her friends for their unconditional love and 
endless support. None of this would have been possible without them.  

 Following graduation, Maggie will be heading back home to the Big Apple to begin her  
 specialty training as an orthodontic resident at New York University College of Dentistry.   

Garima Yadav, DI2022 
Garima was born in Ahmedabad, India. She pursued dentistry right out of high school at 
Karnavati School of Dentistry and graduated with a Bachelor in Dental Surgery. Wanting to 
give back to the community, she volunteered throughout her university days and practiced 
as an Associate Dentist at a private practice in Ahmedabad, before moving to the U.S. to 
pursue her Master’s in Public Health from City University of New York. Following her 
Master’s degree, she chose to enter the International D.M.D. program at TUSDM in Boston. 
She was very happy to start a new adventure living in another big city on her bucket list. 
She has fallen in love with Boston and hopes to live here for at least a couple more years 
after she graduates. 

While at Tufts, Garima served as a liaison and a Teaching Assistant for courses like 
Pediatric Dentistry and Operative and Fixed Dentistry. She also served as a Teaching 
Assistant for various other courses and departments, and was a part of the Dean’s list for 
all academic years she was at Tufts. She was heavily involved with research and presented 
at Bate’s Day and at the International Association for Dental Research (IADR) conference.  

She would like to thank all of her advisors and the faculty members she has worked with in 
her 2 years, especially her group practice Charlestown’s former and new PCs, Drs. David 
Paul, Denisa Stasa, Alex Miele, Alberto Sarmiento, and Lorena Alex. She is proud she got 
the opportunity to be a part of the Tufts family and has made friends that she will cherish 
for life!  

Finally, she would also like to take a moment and show her gratitude towards her husband,  
 who has supported her on this adventurous ride since the very beginning. She wouldn’t be  
 able to go through this journey alone. She is also grateful for her parents and her entire  
 extended family for their constant support and everlasting love.  After graduation she plans  
 to practice general dentistry.  
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Danish Younus, DI2022 
Danish was born and raised in Karachi, Pakistan. He graduated from Liaquat College of 
Medicine and Dentistry with a Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) in 2006 and served one 
year of internship at Jinnah Post Graduate Medical Center (JPMC). Following the completion 
of his internship, he started practicing under his father’s supervision with the goal of 
providing affordable dental care as widely as possible in the local community. He set out to 
develop interpersonal skills, creating positive relationships with patients. He made a firm 
decision to treat each patient as an individual worthy of respect rather than as a set of 
x-rays and notes, and was particularly successful in reassuring and treating fearful 
patients. Along with his private practice he also participated in the first cross sectional 
study in Pakistan “Time and sequences of eruption of permanent teeth in Pakistani 
children.” 

He has undertaken significant voluntary and subsidized work with underserved patients, in 
providing oral and dental health education both in his home country and now in the U.S. 
This exposure has been humbling and highly satisfying and has made him realize that 
providing free or subsidized treatment and education to those who have lacked 
opportunities in life is an obligation, rather than a choice. 

After arriving in the U.S. in 2012, he faced significant challenges. Working full-time while 
preparing for the National Boards in a new culture and environment called for substantial 
reserves of determination, resolve and time management. He also had the opportunity to 
undertake shadowing and to work as a dental assistant for a general dentist and a highly 
skilled and experienced orthodontist in Cleveland, Ohio. He is an enthusiastic amateur 

artist and the aesthetic potential in dentistry has always been appealing to him; he hopes to combine his technical skills, knowledge and 
understanding of aesthetics for the benefit of his future patients. His goal is to own his own practice and work as a general dentist. He 
would like to thank Drs. Ronald Perry, Paul Trombly, Frank DeCaro, Ilena Gonzales, and all the other faculty members who provided him 
with an excellent learning experience.  

He would like to thank his wife, who had stood by him all these years in this challenging and rewarding journey. It would not have been 
possible without her constant support and motivation.  

Luana Yu, D2022 
Luana was born and raised in San Francisco, California. She graduated from University of 
California, Los Angeles with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and completed a 
Master of Science degree in Biology at Chatham University. After earning these degrees, 
she and her husband, Vincent, drove cross-country to embark on a new journey together at 
Tufts. 

She is forever grateful to her practice coordinators, especially Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, 
and Denisa Stasa, whose wealth of experience and knowledge inspired her to follow in 
their footsteps to become a kind and skilled dentist. She also expresses gratitude to Drs. 
James Theodore, Mirian Belussi, Ronald Davitt, Thaisa Bordin, Nitu Singh and Gustavo 
Mahn for their guidance and making dentistry fun. She would like to thank her mom, dad, 
and sister, Lucie, for their love and encouragement. She also appreciates her husband for 
being her support and personal encyclopedia. 

At Tufts, Luana enjoyed engaging with medically complex patients and Cantonese-speaking 
patients who might otherwise not get the care they need. Because of this, Luana is excited 
to return home to continue her dental education in an Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry residency at the University of California, San Francisco after graduation. As a 
recipient of the National Health Service Corp Scholarship, Luana will commit several years 
serving in a community with a shortage of dentists. Luana looks forward to continuing to 
master dentistry and providing the best care possible.  
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Vincent Yu, D2022 
Vincent was born in Chicago, Illinois and grew up in Hong Kong. He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biology from University of California, Los Angeles, where he met his wife, 
Luana, while dribbling a basketball up and down the hallway of the dorms and bothering 
her for snacks. He also completed a Master of Science degree in Biology at Chatham 
University. After getting married in 2018, Vincent and Luana were excited to pursue 
dentistry together. 

At Tufts, Vincent is incredibly grateful for all the faculty, staff, and mentors who provided 
him with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to continue learning dentistry during and 
beyond dental school. He thanks Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stasa for 
establishing his foundation in dentistry. Vincent also thanks Drs. Yo-Wei Chen, David 
Harris, Rocio Saavedra, Tingyun Tsai, and Pilar Sanchez for their guidance. Throughout all 
this, Vincent is thankful for his mom, dad, and brother, Sam, for their perpetual support 
and loving encouragement. Vincent is grateful for his wife, Luana, for her motivation and 
inspiration to do the best work possible. 

After graduation, Vincent will pursue an AEGD at UCSF with Luana in sunny California. 
Eventually, he hopes to work alongside Luana to continue having fun learning and 
mastering dentistry as your friendly neighborhood dentist.  

Ronak Zebarjedi, D2022 
Ronak was raised in Los Angeles, California since she was 12 years old. In 2017, she 
graduated with honors from the University of California Irvine with a B.S. in Biological 
Sciences. After completing her undergraduate studies, she started her dental career at 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.  

As a student, Ronak participated in many student organizations, including the Middle 
Eastern Dental Society (MEDS). She is thankful for the tremendous support of her family 
and friends throughout her dental education. She would like to thank Drs. Alan Epstein, 
Mark Caddell, and Mary Karish-Dodge, for helping her gain more confidence and 
experience in clinic. She would also like to thank Drs. Marmar Mesgarzadeh, Maha Qari, 
Thaisa Bordin, and Yo-Wei Chen, for helping her during challenging patient cases. She 
extends a special thanks to her mother, father and younger brother, Danial, for supporting 
her in her educational career.  

Upon graduation, Ronak plans to practice general dentistry in the Greater Los Angeles 
area.  


