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Academy of Dental Materials Annual Student Award:
Daniel S. Salem
This senior award is sponsored by the Academy of Dental Materials 
to recognize a senior student who has achieved distinction in 
clinical research utilizing dental materials and has demonstrated 
extensive interest in the subject matter. 

Academy of General Dentistry Senior Student Dental Award:
Colleen McCarthy Oleynik
This award is given to the senior dental student who exhibits 
potential for becoming an outstanding general dentist. The 
selected student has indicated a desire to practice general 
dentistry, has maintained an academic scholastic balance between 
the clinical and didactic courses of study, and has demonstrated 
outstanding attributes conducive to exceptionally fine doctor-
patient relationships.

Academy of Operative Dentistry Award:
Konstance C. Joseph
The Academy of Operative Dentistry sponsors this award that 
recognizes a senior student who exemplifies outstanding 
achievement in operative dentistry. 

Academy of Osseointegration Outstanding Dental Student in 
Implant Dentistry Award: 
Adit Gadh
The Academy of Osseointegration’s over 5,200 members share 
the common goal of moving the field of osseointegrated implants 
forward through clinical and evidence-based research and 
education. This award recognizes the most deserving student in 
the education, research and/or experiences in dental implants.

American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry Student Award of Merit: 
Chelsea M. Gibbs
The American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior student who has demonstrated the most clinical 
proficiency and greatest interest in esthetic dentistry.

American Academy of Implant Dentistry Dental Student Award: 
Modar Qais Alroomi
The American Academy of Implant Dentistry sponsors this award 
to recognize a dental student who has demonstrated the most 
interest, academically and clinically, in implant dentistry.

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology Dental 
Student Award: 
Min W. Kim
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology 
sponsors this award that recognizes a senior dental student who 
has demonstrated exemplary aptitude and achievement in oral and 
maxillofacial pathology.

American Academy of Oral Medicine Certificate of Merit and 
Award:
Christopher R. Getchell
The American Academy of Oral Medicine sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior student who has demonstrated proficiency 
in the clinical management of medically complex patients, the 
diagnosis and non-surgical management of medically-related 
conditions of the oral and maxillofacial regions, has high academic 
achievement, and interest in the discipline of oral medicine.

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 
Achievement Award: 
Samantha Taylor Parad
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 
sponsors this award to recognize a senior student who has 
demonstrated special interest and accomplishment in oral and 
maxillofacial radiology.

American Academy of Orofacial Pain Outstanding Senior Award: 
Emily Christine Liu
The American Academy of Orofacial Pain sponsors this award 
to recognize an outstanding senior dental student who has 
demonstrated the greatest commitment and interest to the study 
of temporomandibular disorders (TMD) and orofacial pain.

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Certificate of Merit 
Predoctoral Student Award: 
Erin Catherine Dwyer
The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry sponsors this award 
to recognize a senior student who is judged by the faculty to be the 
most outstanding in the field of dentistry for children.

American Academy of Periodontology Dental Student Achievement 
Award: 
Lauren A. Smith
The American Academy of Periodontology sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior student who has displayed the highest level of 
academic and clinical achievement related to periodontology. 

American Association of Endodontists Student Achievement 
Award: 
Olivia Capotorto
The American Association of Endodontists sponsors this award for 
a senior dental student who has demonstrated above average skill 
in the area of endodontics during their dental training.

American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental 
Implant Student Award: 
David B. Mann II 
The American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
provides this annual award to recognize a graduating dental 
student who has demonstrated outstanding achievement and 
performance related to the placement and restoration of dental 
implants.

Class Officers
Presidents  Joseph F. Dudlek, D2021 
 Modar Qais Alroomi, DI2021

Vice President  Mary Chalino, D2021 
 Mohammed Tafesh, DI2021

Treasurer  Mehran Payandeh, D2021

Secretary  Gabriela A. Sangiovanni, D2021

Professional Organization Sponsored Awards

Class of 2021
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American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental 
Student Award: 
Henry Hsu
This annual award recognizes a dental school graduating senior 
who has demonstrated exemplary aptitude and achievement in 
oral and maxillofacial surgery.

American Association of Orthodontists Award: 
Lily Razavi
The American Association of Orthodontists sponsors this award 
to recognize a senior dental student who has demonstrated 
exceptional interest in the development of the oro-facial complex.

American Association of Public Health Dentistry Dental Student 
Recognition Award for Achievement in Community Dentistry and 
Dental Public Health: 
Sho P. Taniguchi
The American Association of Public Health Dentistry sponsors this 
award for a senior dental student who has demonstrated a special 
interest and achievement in community dentistry and dental public 
health.

American College of Dentists Award: 
Joseph F. Dudlek
Awarded at the Yankee Dental Congress meeting in January 2021 
and sponsored by the New England Section of the American 
College of Dentists, the award recipient is chosen by the school’s 
department chairs to recognize that student who most nearly 
embodies the professional ideals of the American College of 
Dentists and maintains high ethical and moral standards. 

American College of Prosthodontists Predoctoral Achievement 
Award: 
Chardai N. Lyde
The American College of Prosthodontists annually recognizes 
a graduating student from an accredited dental school who is 
interested in the field of prosthodontics.

American Dental Society of Anesthesiology Horace Wells Senior 
Student Award: 
Leticia Cuellar
This senior award is sponsored by the American Dental Society 
of Anesthesiology to recognize a senior dental student who has 
shown proficiency in the field of anesthesiology in dentistry.

American Equilibration Society Senior Award:  
Mariam Ali Dakka
Created in 2003, the American Equilibration Society sponsors 
this award to recognize a graduating senior for their outstanding 
performance in the Science of Occlusion and Temporomandibular 
Joint Function during his or her predoctoral dental education. 

American Student Dental Association (ASDA) Award for Excellence: 
Alexandra P. Penta
This award honors the spirit of volunteerism and recognizes 
student participation or leadership in service to their school and/
or local community. The selected student is in good academic 
standing, a participant or leader in extracurricular school activities 
or local community service and is active in furthering the cause of 
organized dentistry.

Delta Sigma Delta Academic Achievement Award: 
Gloria Seo Young Park
The Supreme Chapter of Delta Sigma Delta initiated an award in 
2008 to recognize a student member of the Delta Sigma Delta 
Dental Fraternity. This award recognizes the student member with 
the highest grade point average after three years of attendance.

Dental Lifeline Network Brian D. Stone Memorial Award for Dental 
Students: 
Lauren Alyssa Lubowitz
This award is presented to an outstanding senior student who 
demonstrates exceptional volunteer service or care for patients 
with special needs.

Foundation of the Pierre Fauchard Academy Dental Student 
Scholarship Award: 
Tyler A. Brown
This award is presented each year to a third-year student who 
has demonstrated the greatest potential for development into an 
outstanding leader in the dental profession. The recipient received 
this award during the 2019-2020 academic year.

International College of Dentists Student Humanitarian Award:  
Sophia E. Heitmiller
Given to a student who exhibits an altruistic attitude to assist 
the underserved or less fortunate; motivates others to serve and 
provide for the common good; shows humility and generosity 
with time and talents; has a history of significant participation 
in various school, local, state, and international projects; has a 
leadership role in activities; is involved in public health issues 
and political issues that encourage humanitarian support; 
shows responsibility, commitment, persistence, dedication, and 
is inspirational to others; and demonstrates the potential to 
continue to be a leader and a participant in humanitarian outreach 
programs after graduation.

International College of Dentists Student Leadership Award: 
Konstance C. Joseph
The International College of Dentists (ICD) is a worldwide honorary 
organization. One of its objectives is recognition of meritorious 
service and significant contributions to the dental profession. 
Established in 1969, this award is intended for a student that 
has demonstrated significant leadership in some of the following 
activities: dental school student government, dental school class, 
ASDA, SNDA, research, school committees/activities and also 
has demonstrated the potential to continue leadership roles after 
graduation.

International Congress of Oral Implantologists/Sullivan-Schein 
Dental Predoctoral Achievement Award: 
Anthony A. Atalla
This award is co-sponsored by Sullivan-Schein Dental and the 
International Congress of Oral Implantologists. The award 
recognizes a student interested in oral implantology and connects 
that student with the world’s largest implant dentistry educational 
organization, and world’s premier dental provider of dental 
products. This award was established in 1991 for the senior dental 
student who displays the greatest interest in and commitment to 
oral implantology/implant dentistry.

Northeastern Society of Periodontists Senior Student Award: 
Yi-Chen Chiang
The Northeastern Society of Periodontists sponsors this award to 
recognize a senior dental student who has excelled in the field of 
periodontics.

Pierre Fauchard Academy Senior Dental Student Certificate of Merit: 
Daniel Y. Leigh
The Pierre Fauchard Academy is an International Honor Dental 
Organization, which was formed in 1936 as a service organization 
of dentists. The selected student has exhibited leadership and 
through his or her accomplishments has demonstrated dedication 
to the advancement of dental literature.

Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Periodontology: 
Thin Sandar Khine
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing 
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment and 
clinical achievement in periodontology.
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Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Restorative 
Dentistry: 
Marina K. Kanakos
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing 
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment and 
clinical achievement in restorative dentistry.

Quintessence Award for Research Achievement: 
Yi-Chen Chiang
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing 
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment in 
research.

Rudolph Hanau Award for Excellence in Prosthodontics:
Ahmed Adnan Manassra
Whip Mix sponsors this award, which recognizes a senior dental 
student who has excelled in the study and clinical application of 
prosthodontics.

Society for Color and Appearance in Dentistry (SCAD): 
Samantha Taylor Parad
Student has demonstrated the most clinical or research proficiency 
and greatest interest in color and appearance in esthetic dentistry.

Special Care Dentistry Association Student Award: 
Kaitlyn O’Connell
This award recognizes a student demonstrating a sincere interest 
and concern for the needs of patients with special needs while an 
undergraduate dental student. This student has shown excellence 
in, and commitment to, this area of dentistry.

ALUMNI, ENDOWED, AND UNIVERSITY 
SPONSORED AWARDS
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Endodontics: 
Hugh W. Phillis
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in endodontics.  

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in General Dentistry: 
Mark Shircliffe
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in general dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Geriatric Dentistry: 
Aleesha Kapoor
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in geriatric dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Oral Pathology: 
Andy Cheung
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in oral pathology.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery: 
Min W. Kim
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in oral and maxillofacial 
surgery.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Pediatric Dentistry: 
Tara Aboumahboub
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in pediatric dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Periodontology: 
Samantha T. Guan
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in periodontology.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Public Health Dentistry: 
Alex S. Joseph
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in public health dentistry.

Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Restorative Dentistry: 
Serban Gabriel Cismarescu
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which 
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in restorative dentistry.

Jack Frommer Award for Excellence in the Morphological Sciences: 
Henry Hsu
This award was established in the early 1980s to honor Dr. Jack 
Frommer, former professor of anatomy and course director of 
Dental Gross Anatomy. Dr. Frommer was a teacher, colleague, 
mentor and role model for many of the present anatomy 
department faculty. The award recipient best exemplifies the 
dedication and excellence in the morphological sciences, which 
characterized Dr. Frommer’s thirty years of service to Tufts 
University. In addition, the recipient has achieved the highest 
average final grade in the anatomical science courses.

Massachusetts Dental Society (MDS) Matthew Boylan Scholarship 
Award: 
Shannon E. Walsh
Awarded in memory of former MDS director Matthew Boylan to a 
Massachusetts resident that has been distinguished in the area of 
organized dentistry and the community while enrolled in the DMD 
program.

Presidential Award for Civic Life: 
Tyler A. Brown, Tyrell O. Fridie, Omar Harmouche & Chardai N. Lyde
This award was founded in 1999 to reflect the Trustees’ 
commitment to make values and skills in citizenship a hallmark 
of Tufts University. It is an opportunity to recognize creativity 
and excellence and put a spotlight on a defining tradition. The 
selected recipients of this award are nominated each year by 
faculty, administrators, and students from across the University to 
acknowledge student leadership and accomplishments.

42 North Dental Prize for Exceptional Chairside Manner: 
Christian D. Labonte
This award recognizes and encourages dental students to value a 
deportment that promotes trust, confidence, and comfort to their 
patients, while providing the best possible oral health care. The 
selected student has demonstrated an exceptional capacity to be 
compassionate, communicative, and understanding of all patients’ 
biological, financial, and emotional needs.

The A. Albert Yurkstas, D49, Endowed Prize Fund in Complete 
Denture Prosthodontics:
Emerly C. Hsu
Dr. Albert Yurkstas, D49, was Chair of the Department of Complete 
Dentures at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine until 
his retirement in 1994. A fundraising effort on his behalf in 
1994 led to the creation of this senior award that recognizes 
accomplishment in denture prosthodontics.

Charles H. Rankin III, D79, DG86 Senior Prize Fund: 
Adwoa Baidoo
Alumni and friends have established this prize fund to honor Dr. 
Charles H. Rankin III, D79, DG86, D08P, DG11P on the occasion of 
his retirement and in recognition of his dedication and service to 
the School and profession. 

This endowed fund will support the people, the profession and 
the school that meant so much to Dr. Rankin and will recognize 
the enthusiasm, friendship, and kindness that he brought to many 
dental students and colleagues over the years. It will be awarded to 
a graduating senior who has demonstrated excellence in academic 
and clinical achievement and has served, is currently serving, or 
will be serving in the United States military after graduation.
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Class of 2002 Endowed Prize Fund Award for Outstanding Peer 
Support and Leadership: 
Joseph F. Dudlek
Annually, the senior class votes to recognize a member of the 
class who has consistently initiated and supported class social 
functions and made extensive efforts to support the diversity of 
class opinions, both personally and in class academic matters. The 
selected student is also characteristically positive in relations with 
others, despite any personal or professional losses. This award 
is named in honor of Dr. Stephen Yew, D82, who came to Tufts in 
1979 after serving as a coxswain for the Canadian Olympic Crew 
Team. Everyone got to know Stephen well because of his engaging 
smile, positive attitude, and friendliness. In the spring of his 
first year of dental school, his fiancée, a physician from Canada, 
was killed in an automobile accident. Stephen, after some time, 
returned to his former positive self, only to have misfortune occur 
again. In the summer between his second and third year, on a 
weekend trip out of town, Stephen and a friend were assaulted. 
Stephen’s friend was killed in the attack, and Stephen was 
rendered unconscious and unrecognizable. Dr. H. Chris Doku, 
former chair of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery department and 
currently Distinguished Professor Emeritus, assisted in the transfer 
of Stephen to Tufts Medical Center and proceeded to reconstruct 
Stephen’s face, using a photo of him as a guide.

As difficult as it might be to imagine, Stephen projected a positive 
and engaging disposition again within a few months of this 
incident. At graduation, the D82 class felt Stephen should be 
recognized for his perseverance and created the Senior Class 
Award. Stephen practiced in the Pacific Northwest, maintaining a 
small practice in order to devote sufficient time with his patients. 
Regrettably, Stephen died in November 1998 after a lengthy 
illness.

This award is now called the Class of 2002 Endowed Award as 
the Class of 2002 gave money to endow the prize upon their 
graduation.

Class of 2020 Senior Prize Fund: 
Hyun Joong Kim & Erika A. Pino
On March 13, 2020, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine 
closed, and the D2020 class saw their last live patients in the 
undergraduate teaching clinic. COVID-19 had been classified as 
a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization, and it 
wreaked havoc across the world and in the dental profession. 
Social distancing became the new norm, and all senior events, 
including graduation, were cancelled. For most of the class, March 
13th would be the last time they would see their classmates, 
faculty, or the staff that supported them throughout their dental 
education. In May of 2020, they were all craving those personal 
connections that makes the Tufts family so special.

The Class of 2020 established this prize fund to leave a legacy 
and give back to the school. Using their student activities budget 
originally set up for the class’ social events, this prize fund is 
established in honor of their classmate, Lisha Shakya D20. 
Lisha was diagnosed with a brain tumor in 2019, took time off to 
seek treatment, and returned to clinic in full force, determined 
to graduate with her class, which she did on May 17, 2020. Her 
perseverance and bravery inspired the class to name the senior 
class gift and prize fund in her honor. 

The students who will receive this award exemplifies the D20 
values of service to the community and/or a strong determination 
to succeed in the face of adversity. 

Dean Lonnie H. Norris, DG80, and Dr. Donna M. Norris Senior 
Endowed Prize Fund for Achievement, Professionalism, and 
Strength of Character:  
Chrislyn L. Fite & Dede Hyde
Dean Lonnie H. Norris and his wife, Dr. Donna M. Norris, created 
this endowed prize fund to recognize a senior student who 
has excelled academically and has consistently displayed 
professionalism while managing and balancing challenging 
personal responsibilities. These personal responsibilities may 
include raising children, caring for elderly parents, a sick spouse 
or loved one, or other significant obligations that might have 
otherwise interfered with assembling a strong academic record 
and an extensive resume.

Dr. and Mrs. Albert J. Kazis Endowed Prize Fund in Crown and 
Bridge: 
Mohammed Tafesh
This fund was established in 1984 by Dr. Albert D49 and Mrs. 
Rose Kazis in memory of Dr. Albert’s father, Dr. Harry Kazis 
D1921, who served on the faculty at both Tufts University School 
of Dental Medicine and Harvard School of Dental Medicine. The 
selected student is both talented in crown and bridge and the 
prosthodontics components of restorative dentistry, and has 
demonstrated a talent and propensity for clinical teaching. 

Dr. Esther Kaplan Colchamiro, D42 and Ralph Colchamiro Endowed 
Prize Fund for Community and Public Health: 
Irene Lang
The award was created in 2001 by Dr. Esther Kaplan Colchamiro, 
D42, and her husband, Ralph Colchamiro. Dr. Colchamiro earned 
an M.P.H. degree from Columbia University. She was senior 
supervisor of the Murry and Leonie Guggenheim Dental Clinic 
for Children from 1942 to 1967, and later directed the Office 
of Medicaid for Dental Services for the City of New York. Dr. 
Colchamiro also served as Clinical Professor at New York University 
College of Dentistry in the Division of Growth and Development 
Services. This award recognizes an exemplary senior dental 
student who has shown meritorious service and dedication to 
community and public health.

Dr. Frank Susi, DG67, Endowed Prize Fund for Future Faculty 
Promise and Distinction: 
Arjun Gupta
The purpose of this endowed prize fund is to recognize a senior 
student who demonstrates intellectual promise and the intention 
to pursue an academic career in dental medicine. 

Dr. Frederick A. Romberg, D29, Endowed Prize Fund Recognizing 
Outstanding Personal and Professional Growth During the Four 
Years of Dental Education:
Akia D. Blackmon & Tiara R. Felder
This senior prize fund was created in 1997 by the wife of Dr. 
Frederick A. Romberg to recognize a senior student who has 
exhibited the most significant increase in maturity, judgment, 
compassion, and professionalism. The three most important 
elements in Fred Romberg’s life were his family, profession, 
and Tufts University. His relationship with Tufts included the 
undergraduate college and the dental school, from which he 
graduated in 1929. When he arrived to register at Tufts, he had 
no money – not even enough for transportation back home if he 
was not admitted. He expected to work at odd jobs to earn living 
expenses, knowing that finding tuition money would be harder.  He 
met a lawyer near the college who did not know him, but based on 
Fred’s determination to succeed, agreed to take a risk and co-sign 
a bank loan for tuition. After Fred repaid the bank, he asked the 
lawyer how he could repay the confidence he had shown in him. 
The lawyer answered, “Do a favor for someone else worthy and in 
need.” For the rest of his life, Fred Romberg incorporated that view 
into everything he did. Fred Romberg’s message, both in word and 
deed, was always to do your best and to give back more than you 
take. This award is part of that message.
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Dr. Harold Berk Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in Research: 
Anthony A. Atalla
Dr. Berk was clinical professor emeritus of the Department of 
Pediatric Dentistry at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. 
The Dr. Harold Berk Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in Research 
was established in 1997 through the generosity of Dr. and Mrs. 
Harold Berk and family and friends and recognizes the graduating 
student with the greatest achievement in dental research. 

Dr. Joseph E. Primack, D42, Endowed Prize Fund in Prosthodontics: 
Christian D. Labonte
Dr. Joseph Primack was made an emeritus member of the faculty 
at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine after 55 years of 
teaching. Dr. Primack established this prize fund in 1997 to 
recognize a senior dental student who shows an interest and 
proficiency in prosthodontics.

Dr. Richard Delson, D70, Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in 
Periodontology and Prosthodontics: 
Alexandra P. Penta
This award was established in 1992 by Dr. Richard Delson, D70, to 
recognize excellence in clinical performance by a third-year student 
in the fields of periodontology and prosthodontics. This recipient 
received the award during the 2019-2020 academic year.

Dr. S. Walter Askinas Endowed Prize Fund for Integrity and 
Citizenship: 
Chardai N. Lyde
Dr. S. Walter Askinas was Chair of the Restorative Dentistry 
department from 1986 until his retirement from Tufts in 1997 and 
served as Executive Dean from 1995 to 1997. A fundraising effort 
was initiated in 1999 to honor his strong moral character, sense of 
humor, intelligence, leadership, and concern for the welfare of all 
members of the Tufts Dental community. This award recognizes a 
senior student who most closely embodies Dr. Askinas’ ideals and 
who demonstrates the most significant potential for professional 
accomplishment in this regard.

Erling Johansen, D49, Senior Student Research Endowed Prize 
Fund: 
Melanie R. Silvestrini Mavrovich
Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, was a distinguished professor and dean 
emeritus of Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and served 
as Dean of the Dental School from 1979 to 1995. This award was 
created in 1994, by the school’s faculty, to recognize student 
accomplishment in research as exemplified by Dean Emeritus 
Johansen.

Everett Shapiro, DG49, Endowed Prize Fund in Orthodontics: 
Chanice J. Thomas
The Dr. Everett Shapiro, DG49, Endowed Prize Fund is presented 
to a graduating senior who has demonstrated excellent aptitude 
in orthodontic skills. In addition, this award singularly notes this 
student’s highest professional standards, leadership, ethics, and 
scholarship, attributes lived and taught by Dr. Shapiro throughout 
his long and accomplished professional dental career.

Joseph R. Evans Endowed Prize Fund in Clinical Operative 
Dentistry: 
Luke William Devaney
Dr. Joseph R. Evans was chair of the Restorative Dentistry 
department at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine from 
1974 to 1985. In 1986, staff and faculty contributed to an award 
fund to recognize Dr. Evans’ contributions “…as a genuine and 
remarkable teacher, friend, and leader to every member of the 
department, to every student, and, indeed, to every patient who 
has passed this way.” An award is given annually to the graduating 
senior with the most distinguished achievement in clinical 
operative dentistry.

Jack and Anne Rubin, D75P, Endowed Senior Prize Fund in 
Pediatric Dentistry: 
Alexandra P. Penta
This award is given to a student who has displayed exceptional 
outreach to the community, dedicated service to underserved 
populations and the intention to pursue pediatric dentistry as a 
career.

Lester P. Goldsmith Endowed Prize Fund in Endodontics: 
Shannon M. Dugan
This award was created in 1994 by the family of Dr. Lester P. 
Goldsmith, who taught on a volunteer basis for several years in 
the Department of Endodontics at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. This award is presented to a senior student who shows 
an interest and proficiency in the study of endodontics. 

Mark Gonthier Endowed Senior Prize Fund in Outstanding Service: 
Tyler A. Brown & Tyrell O. Fridie
This fund is to recognize senior students who demonstrate 
outstanding service to dentistry, the community, or humanity.

Peter Vouras, Jr. D.M.D., D55, Endowed Senior Prize Fund for 
Excellence in General Dentistry:  
Jamie Elizabeth Abraham
This award was created in 2016 by Dr. Lisa Vouras in honor of her 
father. It is awarded to a student who has demonstrated excellence 
in the field of general dentistry and exhibits exceptional skills in 
providing comprehensive dental services to diagnose, treat and 
prevent diseases of the oral cavity.

Robert, D51, and Eleanor Levin Endowed Senior Prize Fund in 
Periodontics: 
Elsy D. Orellana
This prize is awarded to a senior dental student who demonstrates 
intellectual promise and the intention to pursue periodontics as a 
career.

Robert E. O’Neil, D51, Prize in Oral Surgery: 
Adit Gadh
Dr. O’Neil, D51, received the alumni prize in Oral Surgery the year 
he graduated from Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. Dr. 
O’Neil then achieved the designation of Diplomate of the Board of 
Oral Surgery and taught at Tufts over the ensuing years. The prize 
fund was established in 1997 to recognize a senior student who 
has excelled in oral surgery.
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Omicron Kappa Upsilon 
National Dental Honor 
Society
Emily Abay
Sameha R. Abdulbaki
Mariana V. Abreu
Yi Chen
Mariam Ali Dakka
Natalie Djansezian
Shannon M. Dugan
Arjun Gupta
Sophia E. Heitmiller
Henry Hsu
Shelby E. Jackson
Jashandeep Kaur
Min W. Kim
Alyssa Rose Kotin
Christian D. Labonte
Alhassan A. Laith
Irene Lang
David B. Mann II
Anthony Nutter
Rachel C. Obeid
Samantha Taylor Parad
Alexandra P. Penta
Hugh W. Phillis
Lily Razavi
Kameca Alana Shields
Punam Sureka Rungta
Mohammed Tafesh
Pranali Pankil Vyas

Robert R. Andrews 
Society for the 
Promotion of Dental 
Research
Mariana V. Abreu
Anthony A. Atalla
Olivia Capotorto
Kristina M. Caravelli
Andy Cheung
Yi-Chen Chiang
Joyce E. Forbes
Sadaf Foroutanjazi
Adit Gadh
Lauren Glynn
Omar Harmouche
Sophia E. Heitmiller
Shelby Jackson
Stephanie John
Alex S. Joseph
Marina K. Kanakos
Min W. Kim
Alyssa Rose Kotin
Ambika Kumaran
Irene Lang
Lauren Alyssa Lubowitz
David B. Mann II
Michael F. McCabe
Mostafa Amer Mohamed
Rachel C. Obeid
Kaitlyn O’Connell
Elsy D. Orellana
Alexandra P. Penta
Hugh W. Phills
Benjamin N. Ralston
Lily Razavi
Daniel S. Salem
Melanie R. Silvestrini Mavrovich
Pranali Pankil Vyas

Honos Civicus Society
Tyler A. Brown
Tyrell O. Fridie
Arjun Gupta
Omar Harmouche
Emerly C. Hsu
Irene Lang
Gina X. Lightner
Lauren Alyssa Lubowitz
Chardai N. Lyde
Kaitlyn O’Connell
Colleen McCarthy Oleynik
Alexandra P. Penta
Daniela Rendon
Gabriela A. Sangiovanni
Shannon E. Walsh
Alexis Yip

Clinical Laboratory 
Safety Teaching 
Assistant
Gaganjot Singh

Epidemiology Teaching 
Assistant
Arjun Gupta

Emergency Clinic 
Teaching Assistants
Sara C. Bustos
Melanie N. Cristobal

Fixed Prosthodontics 
Teaching Assistant
Young Bin Joo

Group Practice Teaching 
Assistants 
Jamie Elizabeth Abraham
David A. Alpert
Yi-Chen Chiang
Lauren Oswald Cooper
Shannon M. Dugan
Erin Catherine Dwyer
Chrislyn L. Fite
Christopher R. Getchell
Lindsay K. Gorman
Alex S. Joseph
Marina K. Kanakos
Christian D. Labonte
Lauren Alyssa Lubowitz
Michael F. McCabe
Colleen McCarthy Oleynik
Elsy D. Orellana
Alexandra P. Penta
Hugh W. Phillis
Nathan M. Proulx
Daniela Rendon
Lemma M. Salem
Mark Shircliffe
Maximilian J. Shumake
Gaganjot Singh
Le B. Truong
Eliana Ynes Valdez
Pranali Pankil Vyas
Shannon E. Walsh
Mercedes I. Wert
Brigham A. Wright
Rachel M. Young

Medicine Teaching 
Assistant
Min W. Kim

Operative Dentistry 
Teaching Assistants
Tara Aboumahboub
Sumra Akhlaq
Kristina M. Caravelli
Mary Chalino
Emerly C. Hsu
Thin Sandar Khine
Hardik Jeram Kundaria
Chardai N. Lyde
Meghan A. Mauceri
Alexander Huy Nguyen
Dena Niknam
Hadeel Zuhdi Shtawi

Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology Teaching 
Assistants
Arjun Gupta
Min W. Kim

Periodontology Teaching 
Assistant
Samantha T. Guan

Radiology Teaching 
Assistants
Vanessa M. Diaz
Kaitlyn O’Connell
Jenny H. Wong
Brigham A. Wright

Removable Partial 
Dentures Teaching 
Assistants
Yara M. Abdelnabi
Sameha R. Abdulbaki
Noopoor K. Akruwala
Modar Qais Alroomi
Vanessa M. Diaz
Dena Niknam
Daniela Rendon
Mohammed Tafesh
Katherine Ynsinare

Clinical Selective Honors 
Program Participants
Sameha R. Abdulbaki, Pediatric 
Dentistry
Tara Aboumahboub, Pediatric 
Dentistry
Mariana V. Abreu, Implant
Modar Qais Alroomi, Implant
Anthony A. Atalla, Implant
Andy Cheung, Periodontology
Yi-Chen Chiang, Periodontology
Amanda C. Chuong, 
Periodontology
Luke William Devaney, 
Periodontology
Natalie Djansezian, Implant
Monica Sampaio Dupim, 
Periodontology
Camila Costa Flach, Pediatric 
Dentistry
Sophia E. Heitmiller, Implant
Yun Huang, Periodontology
Alpna Khatri, Pediatric Dentistry
Thin Sandar Khine, 
Periodontology, Pediatric 
Dentistry
Daniel Y. Leigh, Periodontology
Karishma Manji, Implant
Hilary J. Mello, Pediatric Dentistry
Samantha Taylor Parad, 
Periodontology
Samuel Park, Periodontology
Alexandra P. Penta, Pediatric 
Dentistry
Orestes L. Riera Pérez, 
Periodontology
Nisha Shah, Periodontology
Hadeel Zuhdi Shtawi, 
Periodontology
Lauren A. Smith, Periodontology
Le B. Truong, Pediatric Dentistry
Eliana Ynes Valdez, 
Periodontology
Alexis Yip, Periodontology
Katherine Ynsinare, 
Periodontology
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Dean’s List Year 1
Emily Abay
Sameha R. Abdulbaki
Jamie Elizabeth Abraham
Mariana V. Abreu
Sara C. Bustos
Kerry F. Cannon
Olivia Capotorto
Min Ji Cho
Mariam Ali Dakka
Natalie Djansezian
Shannon M. Dugan
Arjun Gupta
Omar Harmouche
Sophia E. Heitmiller
Henry Hsu
Shelby E. Jackson
Marina K. Kanakos
Aleesha Kapoor
Min W. Kim
Alyssa Rose Kotin
Christian D. Labonte
Alhassan A. Laith
Lauren Alyssa Lubowitz
Michael L. Lynn
David B. Mann II
Alexander Huy Nguyen
Anthony Nutter
Rachel C. Obeid
Kaitlyn O’Connell
Elsy D. Orellana
Samantha Taylor Parad
Alexandra P. Penta
Hugh W. Phillis
Jonathan D. Pierpoline
Nathan M. Proulx
Benjamin N. Ralston
Daniel S. Salem
Mark Shircliffe
Pranali Pankil Vyas
Bryson C. Wong
Alexis Yip

Dean’s List Year 2
Emily Abay
Sameha R. Abdulbaki
Jamie Elizabeth Abraham
Mariana V. Abreu
Kerry F. Cannon
Elizabeth Colby
Leticia Cuellar
Mariam Ali Dakka
Natalie Djansezian
Shannon M. Dugan
Adit Gadh
Arjun Gupta
Sophia E. Heitmiller
Henry Hsu
Yun Huang
Shelby E. Jackson
Andrew K. Kalil
Min W. Kim
Alyssa Rose Kotin
Christian D. Labonte
Alhassan A. Laith
Irene Lang
Gina X. Lightner
Lauren Alyssa Lubowitz
David B. Mann II
Alexander Huy Nguyen
Anthony Nutter
Rachel C. Obeid
Kaitlyn O’Connell
Elsy D. Orellana
Samantha Taylor Parad
Alexandra P. Penta
Hugh W. Phillis
Nathan M. Proulx
Benjamin N. Ralston
Lily Razavi
Daniel S. Salem
Mark Shircliffe
Maximilian J. Shumake
Evaneet Sidhu
Harjaap Singh
Pranali Pankil Vyas

Dean’s List Year 3
Emily Abay
Sameha R. Abdulbaki
Tara Aboumahboub
Jamie Elizabeth Abraham
Mariana V. Abreu
Abrar Ahmed
Modar Qais Alroomi
Spurthi Arashinagundi
Sarita Bains
Farid Baradaran Nakhjavani
Gor Barseghyan
Victoria L. Brungo
Sara C. Bustos
Kerry F. Cannon
Olivia Capotorto
Yi Chen
Andy Cheung
Min Ji Cho
Serban Gabriel Cismarescu
Elizabeth Colby
Joseph Copeli
Leticia Cuellar
Mariam Ali Dakka
Ameen S. Dar
Vanessa M. Diaz
Natalie Djansezian
Shannon M. Dugan
Erin Catherine Dwyer
Camila Costa Flach
Adit Gadh
Luis F. Gervasio Flores
Chelsea M. Gibbs
Samantha T. Guan
Chun Guo
Arjun Gupta
Sophia E. Heitmiller
Henry Hsu
Yun Huang
Shelby E. Jackson
Morgan B. Johnson
Andrew K. Kalil
Marina K. Kanakos
Aleesha Kapoor
Igli Kasemi
Jashandeep Kaur
Alpna Khatri
Thin Sandar Khine
Min W. Kim
Alyssa Rose Kotin
Ambika Kumaran
Hardik Jeram Kundaria
Christian D. Labonte
Alhassan A. Laith
Jean Yves Vladimir Lamarre
Irene Lang
Lauren Alyssa Lubowitz
Chardai N. Lyde
Michael L. Lynn
David B. Mann II
Ahmed Adnan Manassra
Haroon A. Masood
Shashwata Mogali
Raluca Nasta
Ghaith Rani Nemeh
Alexander Huy Nguyen
Dena Niknam

Anthony Nutter
Rachel C. Obeid
Kaitlyn O’Connell
Elsy D. Orellana
Samantha Taylor Parad
Keyur R. Patel
Alexandra P. Penta
Hugh W. Phillis
Jonathan D. Pierpoline
Erika A. Pino
Osman Promket
Lily Razavi
Daniela Rendon
Daniel S. Salem
Stephanie M. Samrin
Neethu Sebastian
Valentina Serrano Hill
Nisha Shah
Kameca Alana Shields
Mark Shircliffe
Hadeel Zuhdi Shtawi
Maximilian J. Shumake
Evaneet Sidhu
Harjaap Singh
Punam Sureka Rungta
Mohammed Tafesh
Chanice J. Thomas
Alison M. Towns
Eliana Ynes Valdez
Pranali Pankil Vyas
Mercedes I. Wert
Shomous Eltigani Yousif Salih
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The D21 donors are:

Jamie E. Abraham 

Modar Q. Alroomi 

Maryam Aslam 

Catherine A. Casey 

Leticia Cuellar 

Joseph F. Dudlek 

Erin C. Dwyer 

Shazia Farooqui 

Camila C. Flach Infante 

Michael Levi 

Kaitlyn O’Connell 

John R. Orr 

Mehran Payandeh 

Erika A. Pino 

Nathan M. Proulx 

Carlos Rodriguez 

Gabriela A. Sangiovanni 

Nisha Shah 

Meredith L. Sico 

Dejuanquaries L. Stephens 

Mohammed Tafesh 

Brigham A. Wright 

Katherine Ynsinare 

Inspired donors

Bruce A. Boretsky, D81

Joseph L. Leifer, D62

Sandy Lopez-Alvarez, D20

Janis B. Moriarty, D94 
  (GivingTuesday challenge donor)

Ashley Mullaney, D19

Steven M. Rubin, D75

Vangel R. Zissi, D62, DG67, A02P 
  (Giving Tuesday challenge donor)

Class of 2021 Class Gift

The Senior Class Gift will support a scholarship to a current student who has endured extraordinary personal adversity 
during their time in dental school. We have decided to make this scholarship in honor of our extraordinary classmate, 
Erika A. Pino. Throughout her time here at Tufts, she has been a true example of what it means to excel despite any 
hardships thrown her way. No matter how many sleepless nights studying, or early morning commutes to school, having 
a family, or being hospitalized, there was no challenge she didn’t overcome with a smile and a great attitude. It is 
because of students like Erika, that we want to be able to help and award a fellow student who has met their additional 
challenges and persevered with passion to complete dental school. The senior class knows that no one makes it through 
dental school alone, whether through shared notes or a helping hand in the pre-clinical lab. As a symbol of the class’s 
teamwork and unity to help their peers, the D21 Senior Class Gift will be another way to help a deserving dental student 
along their arduous road. It is the class’s hope that this scholarship will continue to motivate and help the scholar 
recipient to achieve his/her dreams of a D.M.D. degree and beyond in the dental profession. 
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Emily Abay, D2021 

Yara Abdelnabi, D2021

Emily, the youngest child of Emeline and Eustaquio O. Abay II, was born and raised in 
Wichita, Kansas. After receiving her primary education in Wichita, Emily moved to San 
Diego, California, where she attended the University of San Diego. She graduated in 2016, 
earning her Bachelor of Arts degree in Behavioral Neuroscience with a minor in Chemistry. 
In her year before entering dental school in 2017, Emily pursued passions involving part-
time work providing ABA therapy to children with autism and one season cheering 
professionally for the San Diego Chargers. 

While at TUSDM, Emily focused on her studies but remained involved in various 
extracurricular activities and organizations. She served in class leadership and TA 
positions, as well as held positions with ASDA and Give Kids A Smile leadership teams. 
Through Emily’s experience at TUSDM and her continued interest to work with children, 
Emily will be pursuing the orthodontic specialty, following her mother who is a practicing 
orthodontist.  

After graduation, Emily will be moving to New York City to attend an orthodontic residency 
at Columbia University. Upon completion of her education in the city, she plans to 
ultimately reunite with her family in Kansas. She hopes to practice with her mother for at 
least a few years, then continue in private practice where she hopes to especially integrate 
providing care for patients with special needs.  

Emily wants to thank everyone on the third floor for her experience at TUSDM, specifically 
her Charlestown Group Practice. She is grateful for the PCs, DPAs, clinic assistants, 

dispensary staff, and the clinic professors who made her day-to-day clinic experience possible. Similarly, she is very grateful for the 
professors who laid down the foundational building blocks of her earlier years of didactic education. Emily also wants to thank her 
friends, family (shout out super six!), and most especially her parents for their unwavering support and love. Emily could not imagine 
being where she is today without the team behind her, and she is extremely excited for what lies ahead for the Class of 2021.  

Yara was born in Boston, MA but grew up in Alexandria, Egypt surrounded by loving family 
and friends. After high school, Yara aspired to move back to the United States to further her 
education. She earned a B.A. degree in Biology with Honors from Caldwell University in 
2017. While at Caldwell, she was always shadowing dentists in her area and volunteering 
with the pre-dental society at different community service events.

Yara felt so fortunate to be accepted to the D21 TUSDM family. While at Tufts, she had the 
opportunity to serve as an AV tech and a Teaching Assistant for Virtual Grand Rounds, 
Removable Prosthodontics, and Operative Dentistry. She also served as an Admissions 
Ambassador and a tour guide for the incoming D23 and D24 classes. Yara also was a 
recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship. Her 
experiences at Tufts helped her to develop her skills and grow on a professional and 
personal levels. 

Yara would like to honor her late father for encouraging her to continue pursuing her 
education and thank her mother and sister for their love and support. She would also like 
to thank her best friend, Husam Abu-Sneineh, for making her dental school journey so 
memorable. Yara is grateful to be a student dentist in Group Charlestown and would like to 
thank the Practice Coordinators, DPAs, and staff members, as they all played an integral 
role in her education.

After graduation, Yara will begin a general practice residency program at Stony Brook, NY. 
Her long-term goals are to open her own practice, continue giving back to communities in 

 need, and travel the world with her family.
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Sameha Abdulbaki, D2021

Tara Aboumahboub, D2021 

Sameha was born in Lebanon and moved to Canada when she was two years old. She was 
raised in the beautiful city of Calgary, Canada surrounded by friends and family. Growing 
up, Sameha loved making home videos with her parents and showcasing her baby brother 
and sister. Sameha is a true creative and loves to express herself through fashion, always 
adding a flare to mundane scrub attire. She is well known for having at least seven rings on 
her fingers at all times! Aside from her love for fashion and jewelry, Sameha has always 
been passionate about her studies. She graduated from the University of Calgary with a 
B.Sc. in Biological Science and made the big move to Boston to attend TUSDM and pursue 
her dreams of becoming a dentist. 

Sameha’s journey through life and dental school would not be possible without the 
unconditional love and support of her parents, Kais and Sharife. The unwavering support of 
her parents shaped her into the strong and independent woman that she is today. 
Sameha’s close friends and loved ones know that her parents are her best friends who 
cheered her on through all the baby steps and big feats of life. They made countless trips 
to Boston as both her patients and her support system through tough exam blocks. She is 
forever grateful for her mom and dad and all that they have done to make her dreams come 
to fruition. Sameha would also like to thank her closest friends, Yara Abdelnabi, Husam 
Abu-Sneineh, Sumra Akhlaq, Stephanie Samrin, and Farnaz Asha, for their continuous 
support throughout her four years at school. Her aunt, Sue, also was among her greatest 
cheerleaders. These individuals and countless others pushed Sameha out of her comfort 
zone towards growth and success. She knows the friendships she created over these years 

 will last a lifetime to come. She cannot wait for all the reunion travel trips.  

Sameha had the opportunity to be a mentor and helping hand for her fellow classmates as a clinical and didactic TA for multiple classes. 
She would like to thank Drs. Paul Leavis, Rocio Saavedra, Khaled Shaikhi, Peter Brodeur, James Theodore, Ala Ali, Tanya Wright, Vasiliki 
Tsakalelli, Michael Thompson, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, and Dean Cohen for being great mentors and supporters in clinic and 
didactics. Additionally, Sameha would like to thank her incredible Practice Coordinators, Drs. Denisa Stasa, David Paul, and Alex Miele, 
for pushing her to excel in her clinical skills.  

Finally, Sameha would like to share a special message to her baby brother, Ali, and baby sister, Suha (will always be babies in her eyes), 
“I always want you to know that as your older sister I will always be there to push you, support you, love you, laugh with you and cry with 
you. You two are my world and no matter the distance I will always be your biggest fan and best friend. My habibis forever!” 

After graduation, Sameha will be attending Children’s Hospital Colorado to pursue a pediatric residency.  

Tara was born and raised in South Florida and graduated from the University of Florida with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Biotechnology and a minor in Nutritional Sciences in 2016.   
At Tufts, she was a recipient of the Dr. Ivers Rifkin, D52 Endowed Scholarship Fund.

As a dental student, Tara had countless memorable experiences, but the most outstanding 
was the opportunity to internationally serve communities in need of dental care. She and a 
team of student dentists travelled to Jamaica, where she developed a deep understanding 
of the impact of oral health, which she carried over to her everyday care in the clinic. 
Jamaicans face adversities that the average American could never imagine, but they still 
manage to find the small wins in life. Tara hopes to carry their spirit and graciousness 
throughout her career. 

Ultimately, Tara knows that none of the opportunities at Tufts would be possible without 
the ceaseless support of her family and friends and the guidance of the faculty and staff 
who were key players in her journey to becoming a dentist. 

Tara extends sincere and heartfelt thanks to her Florida friends for their perpetual 
encouragement, indispensable advice, and unyielding loyalty. Their courage and fierceness 
inspired Tara to demand better for herself. “Thank you, Pamela, Mary, Diana, Kayla, 
Melissa, Katya, Michelle, and Madison, to name a few.”  

Tara gives a warm thanks to Dr. Soroush Samimi for being her rock throughout her dental 
experience and a true teammate in her life. His charisma, persistence, and devotion 
encouraged Tara each day and lit the way to a bright future.  

Tara would also like to express gratitude to her family members, Melody, Simin, Bahram, and especially Souzan, for their love and 
support through not only dental school, but from the day she was born. Souzan, her aunt, was the strongest support system Tara had 
these past four years and beyond.  

It goes without saying that Tara’s brother and father, Arvin and Mohammad, largely motivated her to succeed in dental school. Tara is 
grateful for the foundation her father carried throughout her time in dental school and his commitment to her success. Arvin has been an 
admirable role model throughout Tara’s life. Her brother is the most brilliant person she knows, and she treasures his friendship. 

Tara would like to take a moment to thank her Mom above all. It was her love, encouragement, and spirit that carried Tara thus far. These 
four years felt like such a minor sacrifice in comparison to the years of time and effort put in to make sure Tara had all she needed to 
conquer the world ahead. Her mother was her greatest cheerleader and is dearly missed. Tara wishes her mom could be here to see her in 
her graduation cap and gown, as it equally belongs to her.  

Lastly, Tara wants to thank the City of Boston for the countless adventures and letting Tara relive the same steps her mother took during 
her time in this city. She found her ultimate sense of creativity, love, entrepreneurship, and confidence. After graduation, Tara will be 
working in private practice as a general dentist.  
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Mariana was born and raised in Wellington, Florida. She earned a B.S. degree from Florida 
State University in 2010. 

Before pursuing her career in dentistry, Mariana worked as a dental assistant at Spodak 
Dental in Delray Beach, Florida. She also volunteered at Caridad Center, a community clinic 
in South Florida that provides dental care to the underserved. After a few years as an 
assistant, Mariana switched careers and started substitute teaching which eventually led 
to becoming a fourth-grade teacher. It was here that realized that her passion is with 
dentistry and promoting oral health. She returned to school and received her M.S. degree 
in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2017 and entered Tufts University School 
of Dental Medicine that fall. 

Before starting at TUSDM, Mariana was awarded the National Health Service Corps 
Scholarship. The NHSC is a federal program administered by the Health Resources and 
Services Administration that provides scholarships to healthcare professionals that are 
passionate about providing medical services to people in the U.S. with limited access to 
health care. While at Tufts, she was on the Dean’s List every year, received the Merit 
Scholarship her second and fourth year, and in several clubs. Mariana was also a part of 
the Implant Select Program which permitted her to acquire advanced training. Her most 
memorable experience was a global service-learning trip to Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic with the Hispanic Dental Association. Here, she provided free dental care 
alongside her peers and volunteering faculty. After dental school, Mariana is excited to 
fulfill her service in the NHSC in a community health center. Mariana also plans to continue 
her mission of giving back throughout her career and hopes to one day create an outreach 

 program that will make a difference around the world.

Mariana is eternally grateful for her mother, father, stepfather, brother, and sister for their unconditional love and encouragement 
throughout her life. She would like to honor her mother who consistently showed her how to be strong and accomplish all goals despite 
any obstacle.   

Mariana would like to thank her husband, Sergio, for moving across the country for her. Without his endless patience, support, and 
pragmatic outlook, this would not have been possible. She would also like to show appreciation for her friend and mentor, Dr. Myles 
Spodak. During the years she spent assisting him, he taught her lessons about dentistry that you cannot learn about it textbooks and 
carried himself with unwavering composure and compassion.    

Finally, she would like to thank the entire Tufts faculty and staff for their patience, wisdom, and commitment to her dental education. She 
would particularly like to thank Patti Casey, Denise Tran, Lindsay Mclaughlin, Ben, Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. Steven Eisen, Dr. Ronald Davitt, 
Dr. Hugo Campos, Dr. Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Hadi Gholami, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Francois Fisselier, and her 
PCs, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, for every moment they took to correct her or point something 
out and for every valuable lesson. 

Jamie grew up in Westbrook, CT. She received her B.S. in Biology from St. Lawrence 
University and an M.P.H. from Southern Connecticut State University. Upon entering Tufts, 
she was fortunate to receive the National Health Service Corps Scholarship and looks 
forward to working in public health.  

At Tufts, Jamie participated in the Health Literacy Intensive Seminar and was a member and 
Co-Chair of ASDA Advocacy. She was awarded Dean’s List recognition each year and 
received a Merit Scholarship. She served as a Teaching Assistant for Group Practice 
Dorchester and Preclinical Operative Dentistry.   

Jamie would like to acknowledge the many important individuals who help her succeed at 
Tufts. She thanks Dr. Paul Levi for being an exceptional mentor from day one. She is 
grateful to Dr. Christina Pastan for prioritizing student wellness and for teaching her yoga 
each week.  

Jamie would like to thank her Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward 
Fidrocki, and Richard Harold. She is grateful to Dr. Steven Eisen who helped her through 
the preclinic years. She thanks Drs. Colette Catalino and Khaled Shaikhi for teaching her in 
the Medically Complex Patient Clinic. She is grateful for Drs. Duangkamol Blankenship, 
Shubha Nanda, Yo-Wei Chen, Nitu Singh, and many more who shared their extensive 
knowledge. She expresses deep gratitude to Matilda Bejko, Jackie Roman, Ali Redjaee, 
Allyson Santo, and Merlene James-Harris for being the backbone of the clinic. Jamie was 
also lucky to have an exceptional VIP family and wonderful friends without whom these 
four years would not have been the same. She thanks Dr. Timothy Oh for the challenge and 
opportunity to grow and for showing her innovation in public health dentistry.  

Jamie was fortunate to have endless love and support from her family. She thanks her grandmother, Jenny, for being her roommate in 
Burlington. Without that time, she would not be where she is today. Jamie is infinitely grateful to have amazing role models in her mother, 
Julie; her two aunts, Lynn and Maria; and her sister, Casey. Each one exemplifies what a hardworking, determined, and caring woman can 
accomplish. Jamie thanks her cousin, Evan, and her Uncle Ronnie for their love and laughter and for keeping her well-fed every time she 
came home. She thanks the Ireland family for their support and love over these many years. She thanks her father, George, for the life 
lessons he started sharing when she was young. They helped her through dental school more than he will ever know.  

After many years of education, she can proudly say she is “Krentist the Dentist”. She dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her family. 

Finally, Jamie is forever thankful for her best friend and love, Paul. His personal ambition has encouraged her, and his thoughtfulness has 
sustained her. The countless homemade dinners after a long day at school, the many days spent exploring Massachusetts, and the 
unwavering support have made this journey a memorable one.  

After graduation, Jamie looks forward to practicing in New England. 

Mariana Abreu, D2021 

Jamie Abraham, D2021 
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Michael was born and raised in Lincoln, RI and graduated high school from St. Andrew’s 
School in Barrington, RI. He then went on to college and earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration from Stonehill College, where he also played college basketball. 
Following college, Michael attended Rutgers University to earn a master’s degree in 
biomedical sciences and continued on to begin his career in dentistry at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine.  

While at TUSDM, Michael was able to explore various aspects of dentistry and was able to 
put forward his love for community outreach by joining a few of his fellow classmates in 
Jamaica for a one-week service-learning trip to provide dental care to underprivileged 
children and adults. Michael is grateful for the friendships he developed with his peers, 
and the instruction and guidance from many faculty members throughout the years. 
Michael would like to especially thank his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alan Epstein,  
Dr. Mary Karish, and Dr. Mark Caddell, for their endless support and counsel.  

Michael is eternally grateful for his parents, Joseph and Antoinette, for their unconditional 
love and support. Without them, Michael would not be where he is today, and he cannot 
thank them enough for all they have done. He is also thankful for his brother Joey, Uncle 
Raymond, and grandmother, Noel, for their love and support. He would also like to give  
a special “thank you” to Joslyeen for her unwavering support, and his lifelong  
friends as well.  

Michael will always remember and reflect on his time at Tufts, as the many ups and downs 
of dental school shaped him into the person he is today. Michael is dedicated to dentistry and will take on the many lessons learned from 
faculty and training into his future as a clinician. It was always his dream to attend Tufts, and he will forever be thankful for his education.  

Following graduation, Michael plans to work in private practice in Rhode Island. 

Husam was born and raised in a Palestinian household in northern California. Since he was 
a kid, he has loved watching sports with his cousins and friends and hiking on weekends 
with his family. He studied Exercise Biology at the University of California, Davis with a 
minor in Psychology and graduated in 2014. During his time in Davis, he spent most of his 
time studying, volunteering at various community service events, and hiking, discovering 
new trails in the beautiful state of California. After graduating, he pursued a post-
baccalaureate to gain dental experience, shadowing dentists and building his resume to 
apply to dental schools. In 2017, he began school at Tufts University School of Dentistry, 
becoming a member of the D21 class. 

Husam had incredibly memorable experiences at TUSDM and will cherish them for the rest 
of his life. He worked incredibly hard to take advantage of everything Tufts had to give him, 
making the most of his dental school journey. Husam is grateful for his research mentor, 
Dr. Mirian Belussi, for guiding him during his clinical research on the investigation of the 
survival rate of single unit crowns in the Tufts undergraduate clinic. Husam is eager to 
mentor underclassmen with their projects and was chosen as a Teaching Assistant for their 
Operative Dentistry class during his fourth year. While at Tufts, he was also a recipient of 
the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

Husam thanks his mother, Kholoud, and his father, Abed, for their continuous love and 
support for his dental career thus far and his siblings, Bayan, Leana, and Mohammad, for 
cheering for him on along the way. Husam is also grateful for his opportunity to be a 
student dentist in Group Practice Dorchester and extends his gratitude to his Practice 

 Coordinators, DPAs, and staff members for playing an instrumental role in his dental  
 education. After graduation, Husam is excited move back to his home state and begin a  
 general practice residency program at the Community Medical Center, in Fresno, California.  
 He hopes this will gain him the experience to give back to his own community, by opening  
 his own private practice.  

Michael Accaoui, D2021 

Husam Abu-Sneineh, D2021
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Bryan was born in Korea and moved to United States in 2007. He graduated with a B.S. 
degree in Biology from the University of California, Irvine in 2016.  

Bryan is incredibly grateful for the invaluable education he received at TUSDM. He would 
like to thank Back Bay Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. 
Maria Torres, and Dr. Michael McQueen, for their mentorship and guidance. He would like 
to extend his gratitude to all the clinical faculty and staff for the clinical knowledge that 
helped shape him into the dentist he is today. Bryan would also like to express special 
thanks to his family for their unconditional support throughout his four years in dental 
school. Lastly, he would like to thank his friends for making his experience at TUSDM fun 
and memorable. 

After graduation, Bryan plans to work as a general dentist in private practice. 

Abrar was born and raised in Boston, Massachusetts. Growing up, she was always involved 
in community outreach and volunteer opportunities through her local community center 
and school. She pursued her undergraduate degree and received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology and graduated from the Honors College at the University of 
Massachusetts Boston. During her junior year, Abrar was selected to partake in a year-long 
intensive global health course offered through the Honors College. There, her interests in 
public health began, and she started learning about the wide-reaching consequences of 
neglected oral health. This experience inspired her pursuit of dentistry. Upon graduating, 
Abrar received a Fulbright Fellowship Award to teach at a university in Turkey. During this 
time, she pursued many of her interests, including travel and language acquisition. 

The following year, Abrar began her studies at TUSDM. Under the guidance of Dr. Ellen 
Patterson, she discovered her newfound interests in academia and research. With the 
support of the Student Research Fellowship, she conducted research where she 
qualitatively assessed the impact of an oral health didactic program created for Physician 
Assistant (PA) students. The project enabled her to work closely with the PA students, 
assisting with their dental trainings throughout the year, and focusing on pediatric oral 
health and preventative care as a whole. 

During her time at TUSDM, Abrar served as the Curriculum Committee Representative for 
the D2021 class and as a CPR instructor for faculty and students at TUSDM. She also 
served as a Teaching Assistant and tutor for several courses, including the Endodontics 
and Pediatric Dentistry courses. 

Abrar would like to thank her parents and her sisters for their unwavering love and support; without them, all of her accomplishments 
would not have been possible. She would also like to thank her mentors, with special regards to Dr. Ellen Patterson and Dr. Martha Forero 
for their guidance and encouragement during her time at TUSDM. She also feels very grateful and blessed to have had her best friends 
cheering her on throughout her challenging times as a dental student and helping her keep faith. Abrar will be continuing her education 
through a pediatric dental residency program at NYU Langone in San Diego upon graduation. 

Bryan Ahn, D2021 

Abrar Ahmed, D2021 
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Noopoor was born and raised on Long Island, New York. Prior to dental school, she 
received a B.S. in Biology/Neuroscience from Stony Brook University, as well as an M.S. in 
Biology from Long Island University and an M.A. in Medical Humanities and Bioethics from 
Stony Brook University.  

Noopoor spent her time in dental school volunteering at homeless shelters and 
participating in a health literacy initiative during her second year. During her third year, 
Noopoor was able to present her research poster titled “Dynamic Navigations Systems in 
Implant Dentistry” at the annual Bates-Andrews Student Research Day. Noopoor also 
enjoys teaching and mentoring other students, and she spent much of her time balancing 
clinical work along with being a TA for several courses for the D22 class, including 
Medicine II, Endodontics, Pulmonary-Renal, and Complete Dentures. 

Noopoor would like to thank her mentors, Drs. Paul Levi and Irina Dragan, for their constant 
encouragement and guidance throughout the past four years. She would also like to give 
special recognition to her Atlantic Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alberto Sarmiento, 
Karen Wallach, and Olympia Karacosta, for being exemplary faculty and teaching her how 
to become a disciplined, skillful, and compassionate clinician. Further appreciation is 
given to Drs. Kanchan Ganda, Robert Amato, Shivani Patel, Pilar Sanchez, and Thaisa 
Bordin, who played an integral part in shaping her into the provider she is today.  

Most importantly, Noopoor is forever indebted to her parents, Mona and Kuman Akruwala, 
for continuously praying for her success and for their unwavering support, patience, 

infinite encouragement, and love throughout her entire academic career. Noopoor would like to dedicate her degree of Doctor of Dental of 
Medicine to her parents, as these past ten years of academia were filled with challenges, milestones, and personal development which 
could not have been accomplished without them by her side. She is also immensely grateful to her younger brother and best friend, Dr. 
Raj Akruwala, for his constant support, trust, and love. The dream of earning a doctorate degree in dental medicine would also not have 
been fulfilled without the endless optimism and inspiration that Noopoor received from her cousins, Dr. Rajshi Akruwala and Dr. Mansi 
Akruwala. Lastly, she would like to express her innermost gratitude and love for Drs. Omar Garcia, Evan Gallegos, and Luis Gervasio-
Flores for being her pillars of strength and positivity during dental school.  

Noopoor will further her clinical education at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center general practice 
residency program in New York City. She hopes to enter academia in the future so that she can combine her passion for mentorship 
teaching, and dentistry.  

Sumra was born in Brooklyn, NY and later moved to Connecticut. She found an amazing 
community in Connecticut and made lifelong friends who always supported her. She began 
working as a dental assistant during her time in undergrad, which sparked her interest in 
dentistry. Upon graduating from the University of Western Connecticut with a Bachelor of 
Science in Biochemistry, she made the exciting move to Boston to attend Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. 

Throughout her time at Tufts Dental, Sumra had the opportunity to work with wonderful 
student organizations such as Sharewood and SIPE. She was able to be a mentor as a 
clinical and didactic TA for certain courses. She also had the pleasure of forming great 
friendships with her peers, which she will treasure for years to come. Sumra would like to 
thank her incredible Practice Coordinators Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mary Karish, and Dr. Mark 
Caddell. Additionally, she would like to thank all of the faculty with whom she had a 
pleasure of working with in clinic and throughout her academic courses. She would like to 
thank Dr. Mahnaz Raissi for being a great mentor and the many faculty that have 
repeatedly inspired her to be a better clinician. After graduation, Sumra hopes to pursue a 
career as a general dentist in Connecticut. 

As the first in her family to attend a graduate program, Sumra would like to dedicate her 
D.M.D. degree to her parents and sisters for their unwavering encouragement and 
motivation. They always showed confidence and faith in her abilities. She would like to 
thank her older sister, Numra, and her brother-in-law, Ali, for all of their sacrifices and 
guidance throughout these years. She would like to thank them, her parents, and her 

 younger sister, Mishel, for their countless trips to Boston as her support system through 
 all the tough exam blocks, practicals, and licensing exams. Sumra would not be the strong 
 and independent woman that she is becoming today without all of them. 

Noopoor K. Akruwala, D2021 

Sumra Akhlaq, D2021
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Modar Bilind, an Arab/Kurdish blend, was born in Baghdad, Iraq. At the age of 12, he 
moved to Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Modar followed his passion for dentistry at the 
University of Sharjah in the U.A.E. During that time, he published the first educational 
embryological website in the Middle East. After three years of studying dentistry in the 
UAE, Modar was obligated to move back to Iraq with his family and continued his dental 
education at Ishik University in Erbil, Iraq, where he excelled and earned his Bachelor of 
Dental Surgery degree, finishing at the top of his class in 2015.  

Following graduation, Modar went on to work as a general practitioner for almost two years 
in his own dental office. After realizing the need for dental awareness in his community 
and many neighboring underserved areas, he co-founded the Kurdistan Dental Health 
Organization (KDHO).  

Modar then decided to pursue his dreams and further his dental career in the United States 
at the end of 2016. He had the opportunity to shadow and assist Dr. Wiam Jabbar at Carmel 
Village Dental Clinic in San Diego. While doing so, Modar prepared and took his NBDE 
exams, interviewed at numerous universities, and chose the TUSDM International Dental 
Program in 2018. 

Modar is an international trainer at the International Association of Dental Students. His 
role entails sub-regional training in topics related to soft skills such as leadership, project 
management, time management, and presentation. 

While at Tufts, Modar was elected as the Class President of IS21 for two consecutive years 
along with his best friend, Mohammed Tafesh, as Vice President. He worked with the administration to ensure continued education 
during the global pandemic. He published two papers during his time at Tufts. Among many roles he fulfilled at TUSDM, Modar worked as 
a Teaching Assistant for Fixed and Removable Prosthodontics, as well as Operative Dentistry courses. Modar was assigned as a virtual TA 
to facilitate the transition into online education. He was elected for the Implant Dentistry Selective Program. Last but not least, he 
received a Merit Scholarship for his outstanding academic performance for the 2020-21 academic year.   

Modar is very grateful for Dr. Ronald Perry, who supported him throughout this amazing journey. He wants to give a special thanks to  
Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Karen Wallach, and Dr. Olympia Karacosta, as he is going to miss his Atlantic Group Practice staff, faculty,  
and peers. 

Modar also wants to thank his family, especially his mother, Dr. Elham Alhabeeb, who was and still is the reason for where he is right 
now. He will miss all his IS21 and D21 classmates. 

After graduation, Modar hopes to open a network of offices throughout the United States. 

David grew up in Wellesley, Massachusetts and attended Brandeis University in Waltham, 
MA, where he earned a B.S. degree in Neuroscience and Biology in 2016. He then worked 
as a medical assistant for the Beth Israel Deaconess Needham Cardiology Department 
before matriculating into TUSDM. 

David had many amazing opportunities at TUSDM. He was heavily involved in the American 
Student Dental Association (ASDA), serving as Editor in Chief for Tufts’ Impressions 
Newsletter, ASDA District 1’s Pulp Fiction Newsletter, and most recently as a Contributing 
Editor for ASDA’s Contour Magazine (with immense gratitude for his Contour editorial 
board family). David was also involved in the American Dental Education Association 
(ADEA), serving as assistant fundraising chair for Tufts ADEA and as the Tufts 
Representative for ADEA District 1. David participated in the ADEA ADCFP program, where 
he worked on a research and teaching project. David also served as the class library 
liaison, enjoying the opportunity to send the class creative emails. David loved helping his 
fellow classmates as both an Operative Dentistry TA and as a Dorchester Clinic TA. David 
hopes to continue his involvement in both organized dentistry and dental academia after 
graduation.  

David was blessed with many incredible mentors at TUSDM. He would like to thank Dr. 
Francois Fisselier and Dr. Vasiliki Tsakalelli for their mentorship in both clinic and while 
serving as their course liaison. He expresses his gratitude to all the Group Dorchester 
Practice Coordinators, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Dr. Richard Harold, Dr. Rebekah Boral, and most 
of all to Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, who served as his ADCFP project mentor and role model. 

David also wanted to make special mention of Dr. Nicole Holland, Dr. Hugo Campos, Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Nitu Singh, 
Dr. Katerina Pellino, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Steven Eisen, Dr. Poonam Soi, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Irina Dragan, Dr. Dongwoo Park, Dr. 
Marcelo Suzuki, and Dr. Gabriela Lagreca. David would also like to thank Merlene, Allyson, Tangy, Lou, as well as both the dispensary and 
radiology staff. David thanks the many unforgettable friends and classmates who he made at TUSDM (with special mention to his day one 
friend, Henry Hsu, and his D20 big, Dr. Idan Davidyan) as well. He knows that they all will go on to become amazing dentists. 

David received help from a lot of other people outside of TUSDM. He has the utmost appreciation for his mother, Heidi; his father, Bruce; 
and brother, Marcus, who were all a constant source of love and support through his dental school journey. David would also like to thank 
his extended family, uncles, aunts, and cousins for their support. He would also like to thank his partner, Dr. Pooja Gupta, whose endless 
kindness, intelligence, and patience will make her an incredible neurologist. 

Following graduation, David will attend a GPR at St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center in Hartford, Connecticut. He looks forward to 
seeing what he and his fellow classmates accomplish after graduation.  

Modar Bilind Qais Alroomi, DI2021 

David Alpert, D2021 
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Spurthi was born in Bronxville, New York and raised in Greenville, South Carolina. Spurthi 
received a B.A. in Biological Sciences at Rutgers University in 2017. 

While at Tufts, Spurthi received the Tufts Merit Scholarship for the 2019-2020 academic 
year. She was a member of the American Association of Women in Dentistry (AAWD), 
serving as the D21 class liaison, fundraising chair, and community service chair within her 
four years at the school. During her second year, Spurthi had the opportunity to attend the 
AAWD National Conference in Savannah, Georgia. Through this organization, she was also 
able to give back to the community through Senior Smiles and Cradles to Crayons. Spurthi 
also had the opportunity to give back to the community through various volunteer events 
outside of AAWD, such as Give Kids a Smile and volunteering at Hale House. During her last 
two years at TUSDM, Spurthi served as an Admissions Ambassador for the Admissions 
Committee.  

Spurthi would like to thank her parents, Siddesha and Kalpana, and her siblings for the 
love and support they gave throughout her years at TUSDM. She would also like to 
specifically thank Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, Richard Harold, and Nitu Singh 
for their guidance, support, and the knowledge they shared during her last two clinical 
years.  

Following graduation, Spurthi will be attending NYU Langone’s AEGD program at Fenway 
Community Health Center.   

Robert was raised in Newton, Massachusetts. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Biological Sciences with a concentration in Human Biology and double minored in 
Microbiology and Health Ethics from North Carolina State University. Robert is grateful for 
his friendships and the education he received during his time in North Carolina and greatly 
looks forward to attending NC State football games and eating North Carolina BBQ 
sometime soon. Robert was elated to have the chance to return to his home state after 
being accepted in Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, the school that his childhood 
dentist and mentor, Dr. Carrie (Berube) Reddish, who greatly impacted his journey into the 
dental profession, attended.   

Robert would like to thank the entirety of the Back Bay Group Practice, including his 
Practice Coordinators for their guidance and mentorship, along with the DPAs, and 
especially Caitlin Lu, for always checking in on him and making sure everything was under 
control. Further, he would like to thank Dr. Joanne Falzone, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. David 
Leader, Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. Christina Pastan, and numerous other clinical faculty 
members for their continued support throughout his time at TUSDM. Robert would finally 
like to thank his Big/Little family, Dr. Anthony Falone D19, Dr. Adam Lowenstein D20, 
Joshua Abraham D22, and Roshan Patel D23, as they are the true unsung heroes of his 
journey at Tufts for always being there for him. 

Robert is extremely thankful for his close group of friends who helped immensely in 
maintaining a sense of structure and support throughout his time at Tufts, with a special 
shout out to Katie Casey and Meredith Sico for truly being the best friends and support 

someone could ask for. Aside from his group of friends, Robert would not be here today without the continuing and loving support from 
his family, most importantly his mother and father, Cheryl and Bob Anderson, who are an incredible support system. He would like to 
thank them for all their continued hard work, dedication, care, and love, and also for being the best roommates for his first two years of 
dental school! 

Outside of dental school, Robert spends his time on the golf course with his dad, delivering pizzas (a side gig from school he maintained 
throughout dental school), hanging with his friends at local breweries, or travelling when possible.  

Next year, Robert is excited to announce he will be joining his mentor, friend, and grand big, Dr. Anthony Falone D19, in private practice 
as his associate at his office in Waltham, Massachusetts. Robert could not be more thrilled for his future in the dental profession and to 
be able to work close to his family and friends. 

“Congrats Class of D21! We did it, stronger than any class before!” 

Spurthi Arashinagundi, D2021 

Robert Anderson, D2021 
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Farnaz was born in Yazd and grew up in Tehran, Iran. She received a B.S. degree in 
Chemistry from the University of Tehran in 2008 and immigrated to the U.S. shortly after 
graduation. Farnaz studied English at BHCC before entering and graduating from the 
University of Massachusetts Boston with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biochemistry. She 
then transitioned into working as a registered dental assistant prior to starting dental 
school. At Tufts, Farnaz was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher 
Endowed Scholarship.

Farnaz would like to express her sincerest appreciation to all her didactic and preclinical 
professors who played integral roles in her dental education. In addition, she would like to 
thank the Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. David Paul, and Dr. Denisa 
Stasa, for their guidance and mentorship throughout the rigorous challenges she faced 
throughout dental school and teaching her the importance of efficiency and diligence. 
Farnaz would like to thank Tangy Person and Patti Casey, as well as the dispensary staff 
and dental assistants for everything they do. 

Farnaz would also like to say “thank you” to Drs. Paul Leavis, Marcelo Suzuki, Maria 
Avrampou, Francois Fisselier, Hadi Gholami, James Theodore, Stephany Cordero, Mirian 
Belussi, and Marmar Mesgarzadeh, who all played an integral part in shaping her into the 
clinician she is today. She extends a special thanks to her mentor, Dr. Bahram Ghassemi, 
for his wisdom and unconditional support over the past seven years. She would like to 
thank the lifelong friends she made at Tufts, Dr. Adi Davidyan, Dr. Amir Assadinowghabi, 
Dr. Ava Ghassemi, and Sameha Abdulbaki for their constant support throughout dental 

 school. She looks forward to keeping in touch and seeing their successes in the future.  

Above of all, Farnaz would like to express great gratitude to her amazing parents, Mahin and Rashid, for their unconditional support, 
love, and sacrifice that helped her to achieve her goals. She is also very grateful for the continuous encouragement, motivation, and 
unwavering support of her sisters and brother, Golnaz, Sanaz, and Khosrow D22. They believed in Farnaz especially at the times she did 
not believe in herself.  

Lastly and most important, Farnaz would like to thank her husband, Kourosh D16, for being supportive and patient, and for his endless 
sacrifice over the past four years. No one knows what Farnaz has been through better than Kourosh, who has been there for her every 
step of the way.  

Following graduation, Farnaz is looking forward to fulfilling her lifelong dream and will join her husband in private practice in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  

“Congratulations D21s!!” 

Diana was born and raised in Hialeah, Florida. She received her B.S. degree in Biology with 
a minor in Psychology in 2012 at Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
She then earned her M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences at Larkin University. Diana will be 
the first dentist in her family. 

During her four years at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Diana had the pleasure 
of becoming a member of Delta Sigma Delta, through which she formed close professional 
relationships. She also participated in community service with the Hispanic Dental 
Association and TUSDM Spectrum. 

She would like to give special thanks to her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Karen Wallach, Dr. 
Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, for guiding and teaching her to become a 
great clinician. She is also grateful for all the amazing faculty who contributed greatly to 
her education. Diana would like to thank the Atlantic DPAs for all the hard work they do to 
keep clinic running smoothly. Diana would like to give a special “thank you” to Dr. Robert 
Kasberg and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for believing in her and giving her the opportunity 
to make her dreams a reality. Diana would also like to thank her patients who taught her 
something new at each visit and for the meaningful experience on what it is like to be a 
clinician and care for others.  

To those she loves most and who have a very special place in her heart, Diana would like to 
thank her family: her husband, Jack; her daughter, Jamie; her big sister, Mercy; and her 
mom and dad for always believing in her and making her the strong woman she is today, 

and for that she would like to say: “los amo mucho, se logro juntos.” Diana would also like to give a huge “thank you” to the friends she 
made along the way, the friends who made her experience in dental school unforgettable. To them, she says: “I couldn’t have made it 
without my friends, who continuously encourage me and help me, you are all truly great people!”  

After graduation, Diana plans to work for a dental office. She is grateful to work with experienced dentists and keep growing and learning 
in the field of dentistry. Lastly, Diana would like to thank God for always providing for her and guiding her down the path to achieve her 
dreams. She is grateful for everything life has brought her way and thankful for the person it made her today. 

Farnaz Asha, D2021 

Diana Arias, D2021 



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  18

.

Anthony was born and raised in Orange County, California. He earned his B.S. degree in 
Biology from the University of California, Riverside in 2017. While at school, Anthony 
joined a neuroendocrinology research team, where he spent most of his time away from 
class.  

At TUSDM, Anthony was able to feed his curiosity by continuing to participate in the 
research community. He would like to thank his mentors, Dr. Yoon Kang and Dr. Gerard 
Kugel, for being a bounty of knowledge and cultivating rich learning environments 
throughout his time at Tufts.  

As a Dean’s Research Scholar, Anthony spent a considerable amount of thinking about 
ways to improve traditional dental restorative materials with special consideration for 
mechanics and biology. He presented on these topics at previous Bates-Andrews Research 
Days at TUSDM and was most recently the recipient of the innovate methodology and 
research design award granted by Dr. Chad Anderson. Anthony was also a recipient of the 
Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, and Inger Johansen Scholarship at Tufts.

In his final years of dental school, Anthony became more interested in Implant Dentistry 
and Prosthodontics and was lucky enough to explore these areas of dentistry more closely 
as part of the Implant Selective Program. Anthony would like to thank all of the residents 
and faculty at the TUSDM Implant Center for setting an example of excellence and for their 
willingness to impart knowledge. 

Finally, Anthony would like to thank his friends and family for their support throughout 
 dental school. Following graduation, Anthony will move back to Southern California to 
 begin practicing. 

Born and raised in Pakistan in a military family, Maryam began her dental profession after 
earning a Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree in 2013 from the Army Medical College at the 
National University of Medical Sciences in Islamabad, Pakistan. After completing a General 
Practice Residency at the Armed Forces Institute of Dentistry, she moved to the United 
States in 2014 to be with her husband in Glenn Dale, Maryland. In 2016, they were 
blessed with a baby boy, Zakariya Muhammad. 

While balancing parenting duties and studying for dental board exams, Maryam worked as 
a dental assistant and was actively involved in community outreach programs in the Mid-
Atlantic area. To pursue her lifelong interest in dentistry, Maryam applied to and was 
selected for a year-long internship program in Advanced Education in Restorative Dentistry 
at the University of Florida School of Dentistry (UF) in 2017. At UF, Maryam treated patients 
with complex restorative needs and contributed to academic research under the 
exceptional mentorship of Dr. Patricia Pereira and Dr. Alex Delgado.

With all praises and thanks to Allah, her hard work, dedication, and efforts paved the way 
to her acceptance at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM). She will be 
forever grateful to Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for accepting her into 
the Tufts family. She would also like to express gratitude to the faculty and Practice 
Coordinators in the Exeter Group Practice for their help and guidance; their invaluable 
support represents the best of TUSDM in shaping future dental professionals. Maryam 
appreciates the efforts made by the leadership at Tufts during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
is grateful for the health and safety measures. 

Maryam owes the world to her parents, Brigadier Muhammad Aslam (Ret.) and Iffat Aslam, for their innumerable prayers and 
encouragement. No greater grace can be granted by human beings to one another than that which parents grant to their offspring. She 
will proudly be the first recipient of a Doctor of Medicine in Dentistry degree in her family. Maryam would like to honor her husband, 
Zeeshan Muhammad, for his tremendous and continued support throughout this journey. Her son, Zakariya, provided no shortage of 
teaching moments as well. They are both owed a great deal of appreciation for their love, support, strength, and sacrifice. 

Maryam would also like to thank her siblings, Faiza and Ahmad, both of whom provided endless motivation. Maryam would also like to 
thank her in-laws, Suhail Chaudhry and Nuzhat Suhail, for their support and prayers. “The path to dentistry is not an easy one, but it 
expands our capacity for the appreciation of our loved ones.” 

The company of her classmates is hugely appreciated, both on campus and off. Maryam wants to thank her friends for creating happy 
memories together. 

Upon graduation, Maryam would like to work as a general dentist in Massachusetts and contribute to the dental profession and the 
public it serves.  

Anthony Atalla, D2021 

Maryam Aslam, DI2021 
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Shehmeer grew up in Connecticut. He attended the University of Connecticut, where he 
received a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences.   

Shehmeer would first like to thank Allah, for His constant blessings and guidance in every 
step of the way. Without Allah, none of this would be achievable and he is sincerely 
grateful for everything He has bestowed upon him.  

While at Tufts, Shehmeer gained valuable experience that he will carry with him for the rest 
of his career. He is appreciative of all the knowledge and enlightenment that the Tufts 
faculty provided him. He would especially like to thank his Group Charlestown Practice 
Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. David Paul, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, for all their guidance 
and support. He would also like to thank Dr. Ala Ali and Dr. Khaled Shaikhi for their 
exceptional mentorship and their hand in organizing Friday prayer at Tufts Medical Center. 
Shehmeer is also grateful to his DPAs, Tangy Person and Romell Madison, along with Jackie 
and the rest of the dispensary crew for allowing everything to be as smooth as possible. 
Last but not least, he would like to thank the friends he made at TUSDM. Without them, he 
would not have survived, and he is eternally grateful for all the memories he made with 
them during this journey.  

Shehmeer would like to dedicate his D.M.D. degree to his amazing parents, Mustafa and 
Rubina, and thank them for their unconditional love and the sacrifices they made for him. 
He hopes he can continue to make them proud at all times. He would also like to thank his 
sisters, Abeer and Marvi, for being by his side along with the rest of his family and friends 

 for their support.  

 After graduation, Shehmeer will be attending general practice residency at  
 Bellevue Hospital in New York City.  

First, Sameer would like to give special thanks to his family. None of this would be possible 
without them. 

Before dental school, Sameer received a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a Masters in 
Product Innovation from Virginia Commonwealth University. During the masters program, 
Sameer started Project Prenatal, a project aimed to increase the number of pregnant 
mothers receiving dental care. 

Project Prenatal was able to continue with the support of Tufts University. While at Tufts, 
Sameer was fortunate to present Project Prenatal to DentaQuest, the Clinton Global 
Initiative, the American Dental Association, and the Massachusetts Dental Society. Sameer 
also presented Project Prenatal at the Tufts 100k Venture Competition and placed as a 
finalist. Sameer would like to thank Executive Associate Dean Mark Gonthier, Dr. Mary Jane 
Hanlon, Dr. Mark Nehring, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Kanchan Ganda, and all those who helped 
for their incredible mentorship, support, and contribution towards this endeavor. 

Sameer also created a company during his final year at Tufts – Dental Graduate Rolodex. 
Dental Graduate Rolodex was able to grow to a free nationwide platform that helps 
graduating dental students. He had incredible mentorship from Dr. Peter Arsenault. 

Sameer would also like to give thanks to his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, 
Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Karen Wallach, for helping to shape him into the dental 
provider he strives to become. Moreover, Sameer would like to thank Dr. Marcelo Suzuki 
and Dr. Steven Eisen for helping him develop into an efficient clinician throughout his time 

 at Tufts Dental. Lastly, he would like to thank all the faculty and staff at Tufts. Sameer 
 believes that everyone at Tufts has helped him grow. 

 Post-graduation, Sameer will be practicing dentistry and continuing to work on projects 
 that help the dental community. 

Shehmeer Ayaz, D2021 

Sameer Atrash, D2021 
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Sarita was born and raised in Ludhiana Punjab, India. She earned her Bachelor of Dental 
Surgery degree from Govt. Dental College and Hospital in Amritsar Punjab, India in 2013. 
Sarita participated in various dental health awareness camps and anti-tobacco campaigns 
while earning her dental degree. Sarita then practiced as a general dentist for four years in 
India. In 2017, with the help of her uncle, Dr. Amrik, she moved to the United States. She 
worked as a dental assistant at Western Dental in California, where she met Drs. Brar, 
Pham, and Rios. Sarita expresses huge gratitude to them for helping her with her journey 
to reach TUSDM. She also actively participated and volunteered at the California Care 
Force. 

First and above all, Sarita would like to praise and thank God, the almighty, for granting 
her countless blessings and opportunities. Sarita is incredibly grateful for the invaluable 
education she received at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. She will be forever 
thankful to Drs. Ronald Perry and Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for giving her the opportunity to 
become a member of the Tufts family. She was grateful to be a part of the Charlestown 
Group Practice and thanks her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, and 
Denisa Stasa, for their exceptional mentorship. In addition, she thanks all the clinical 
faculty, especially Drs. Kanchan Ganda, Nitu Singh, Marcelo Suzuki, BiNa Oh, Rocio 
Saavedra, and all the others who guided and helped Sarita hone her skills in providing well 
rounded comprehensive dental care. Sarita is very thankful to Dr. Iqbal Singh for his 
guidance in pre-clinic and his support throughout the program. She would also like to 
acknowledge the dental assistants, dispensary staff, and practice administrators. She is 

 very thankful to all her patients who believed in her ability and skills. 

Sarita expresses huge gratitude to her parents, Salindra Devi and Mukesh Kumar, for encouraging her to chase her dreams to every 
corner of the earth, teaching her how to fight for what she believes in, and making her into the person she is today. Additionally, Sarita 
sends love and thanks to her brother, Kaiffee, for dealing with every breakdown and celebrating every milestone with her. She would like 
to thank the close friends she made at TUSDM and the friends from India, especially Priyanka and Sahil, for keeping her smiling during 
these past two years. 

Sarita would like to attribute her achievements to her father. 

After graduation, Sarita eventually would like to have her own private practice and settle in California. 

“Congratulations to the Class of 2021!” 

Adwoa was born in Accra, Ghana, and moved to the United States in 2004. From a young 
age, Adwoa aspired to be in the healthcare field. Through education and opportunities to 
work in different aspects in the healthcare sector, she discovered her passion for dentistry. 
She received her Bachelor of Science in Biology from James Madison University. During her 
junior year, Adwoa had the privilege to volunteer in a dental outreach program in Belize. 
The experience she gained was what first sparked her interest in dentistry. After 
graduating from James Madison University, she went on to work as a clinical technician at 
Inova Fairfax Hospital in Virginia for 18 months and enlisted in the Army as a medical 
specialist shortly thereafter.  

During her time at TUSDM, Adwoa was involved in multiple activities. She participated in 
the Boston Marathon Tough Ruck and the DAV 5K in honor of veterans. She also worked 
with the Student Wellness Advisor, Snaggs Gendron, and served on a committee of other 
student representatives from the Tufts Health Sciences schools to organize and coordinate 
wellness events.  

Adwoa is grateful for the friends she met at TUSDM who shared the journey of surviving 
dental school with laughter and memories. She is also thankful for the countless faculty 
members and administration, including Drs. Robert Kasberg, Gerard Kugel, John Morgan, 
Peter Arsenault, Pilar Sanchez, Nitu Singh, Thaisa Bordin, Kanchan Ganda, Colette 
Catalino, and her Dorchester Practice Coordinators who guided, encouraged, and also 
inspired her on what a great provider looks like. She is also grateful for her faculty 
mentors, Dr. Ala Ali and Dr. Yun Saksena, who, although she was not at Tufts, still 
mentored her. Adwoa is thankful to Dr. Ronald Davitt for all his kind words, 

 encouragement, and laughter in clinic. Adwoa will also like to say “thank you” to 
 Snaggs Gendron for being there for her and guiding her through these years. 

Adwoa was most encouraged by her global service-learning trip to Zambia. Although the trip was challenging, it was also where she was 
inspired on the importance of dentistry and why being an excellent clinician is not a choice but a demand.  

Adwoa would like to thank her DPAs and the loving staff on the third floor, including Jackie Roman and Matilda Bejko, whose unwavering 
support made her days in clinic smoother and a lot less difficult. 

Adwoa is most grateful to God for how far He has brought her. Without His grace, she would not be where she is. She is also grateful and 
thankful for her family for their support and sacrifices and to her close friends and boyfriend, who played a significant role in achieving 
her dream of becoming a dentist. Although her hard work and dedication played a role in graduating from dental school, there were 
countless people along the way who helped make this possible.   

Adwoa will be relocating to the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area after she graduates from TUSDM to start her career as a general dentist. 

Sarita Bains, DI2021 

Adwoa Baidoo, D2021 
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Gor was born in Armenia in 1986. After high school, in 2002, he started his professional 
education at Yerevan State Base Medical College to become a dental technician. After two 
years, he received his diploma and license.  He increased his fine motor skills and manual 
dexterity through his study as a dental technician, which was the first step on his path as a 
healthcare professional. Gor was recruited to the Armenian Army, where he practiced as a 
dental technician between 2004 and 2006. In 2006, he was released from the army and 
decided to continue his education and become a dentist. As an undergraduate student at 
the Yerevan State Medical University, Gor became increasingly aware of the advancements 
in dentistry and technology. This inspired him to seek a graduate degree and complete his 
education as a dentist. In 2008, he was accepted at Yerevan State Medical University where 
he received his bachelor’s degree of Stomatology. In addition to studying, he worked night 
shifts at a pharmacy as a counter clerk in order to support himself. After graduation in 
2013, Gor moved to the United States.  

After moving to the United States, Gor faced and overcame many difficulties. Gor worked in 
different jobs from waiter and delivery person to taxi driver. At the same time, he improved 
his English and studied for the National Board Dental Examinations Part 1 and Part 2, a 
requirement for acceptance into U.S. dental schools. He worked as a dental assistant in Los 
Angeles for over three years. This position was a big help for him to understand the 
standards applied in the American health care system and enabled him to improve 
communication skills with patients and overall be more connected with dentistry. At Tufts, 
Gor received the Dr. Charles P. Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship.

Gor would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry for his tremendous support through his time at Tufts. He is also grateful to his Practice 
Coordinators, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mary Karish, and Dr. Mark Caddell, for mentoring and guiding him during his whole journey at Tufts. 

Gor has always believed that there is no such thing as enough education. It allows us to grow, and to achieve bigger and better things. 
His past education allowed him to get to where he is today. After completion of the program at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, 
Gor plans to become a licensed dentist and further his specialization in the area of oral surgery.  

Farid was born and raised in Tehran, Iran. He was fortunate to thrive in a family that highly 
valued personal growth, education, and compassion. His fascination and curiosity for the 
field of dentistry started early on. He was witness to his father’s strong dedication to his 
clinical research, teaching, and treatment of his patients. Upon the culmination of his basic 
education, Farid knew that dentistry encompassed a delicate blend of art and science 
accompanied by opportunity to serve and educate others that would ultimately fulfill his 
career goals and dreams. In pursuing his goal, he entered Tehran University School of 
Dentistry. The unique model of teaching in this institute provided him a great learning 
opportunity. In 2010, Farid earned his D.D.S. degree. Upon graduation, he began his work as 
a general dentist in Iran. Farid enjoyed caring for his patients on a personal level, building 
rapport, educating, and caring for their dental health. Also, he decided to implement and 
coordinate charitable care to be delivered to areas stricken with poverty and inaccessibility of 
care. Seeing the smile of his patients and the new-found confidence and assurance in them 
has been a daily reminder of his passion and commitment to his field.  

Farid has always desired to further his training. In pursuit of his passion and dedication to 
furthering his education, he decided to travel to the U.S. to advance his goals. Farid attended 
different courses at U.S. dental schools and worked as a dental assistant and shadowed in 
private practices. He also volunteered in dental clinics and community service, which were 
related to providing services for underprivileged communities. 

While at Tufts, Farid developed his knowledge and clinical skills and strove to provide the 
best care to all his patients. Farid is incredibly grateful for the invaluable education he 

 received at TUSDM. 

Farid would like to extend tremendous gratitude toward his didactic instructors and all the faculty and staff at TUSDM who guided him 
through this journey, particularly Drs. Ronald Perry, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, David Leader, Samah Bukhari, and Ruby Ghaffari. Farid 
would also like to extend his sincerest gratitude to Dr. Bahram Ghassemi and Dr. Jaleh Aboumahboub (Cooney) for all their support. In 
addition, he would like to thank his Atlantic Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Alberto Sarmiento, and Olympia Karacosta, 
for their amazing mentorship and support. Farid also thanks the DPAs and the whole team on the second floor. Farid would like to give a 
special acknowledgement to his wonderful classmates, colleagues, and patients he had the privilege of getting to know. 

Last but most importantly, Farid is forever grateful to his parents and brother for their unconditional love and support. 

After graduation, Farid looks forward to serving the community at a private practice in California and a dental academic career with the 
hope of providing compassionate care, kindling intellectual curiosity in himself and others, educating future generations of students, and 
ultimately building life-long friendships and paving the path for others to follow. 

Gor Barseghyan, DI2021 

Farid Baradaran Nakhjavani, DI2021 



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  22

.

Michael was born and raised in the greater Boston area. In the fall of 2011, he began 
studies at Regis College and received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology in the spring of 2015. 
During his summer and winter breaks, he shadowed a local dentist; there he realized his 
passion for dentistry. In 2017, Michael was grateful to be accepted into his top choice, 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. At Tufts, he received the Leena A. Desai, DI95 
and Anand B. Bhatt Endowed Scholarship. 

Michael is proud to be a part of the TUSDM community, especially the Back Bay Group 
Practice. He would like to thank all of his professors and his Practice Coordinators, Dr. 
David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Maria Torres, and Dr. Michael McQueen, for all of their 
wisdom, knowledge, and professional guidance. Michael is appreciative of the mentorship 
that he received and the mentorship which he gave through the VIP “big and little” 
program. Michael would like to wish his littles all the best in their future endeavors.  

For Michael, Tufts was not just a place where he learned the art of dentistry, but it was a 
welcoming community that offered opportunities to meet colleagues from all over the 
globe. At Tufts, Michael fostered partnerships that he will cherish for a lifetime. Michael 
would like to thank his parents, Beata and Jan, and friends for their unwavering patience 
and encouragement throughout dental school and beyond. Michael would also like to wish 
the friends he made during his time at Tufts well and hopes that they achieve their greatest 
ambitions throughout their careers. 

Upon graduation, Michael will pursue a general dentistry career in a private practice in the 
 New England area. Michael is excited for his future career in dentistry and to be able to 
 make a difference in the lives of his patients.  

 Michael would like to congratulate the Class of 2021 and wishes the best of luck to all his 
 classmates in their future endeavors.  

Dylan was born in Gainesville, Florida. He graduated from the University of Florida with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Nutritional Sciences in 2013. He was fortunate to be inspired 
by his father, who is a general dentist in Lake City, Florida. Ever since he went on a dental 
service-learning trip with him in middle school, he knew he wanted to be a dentist. He saw 
firsthand how much dentistry can change someone’s life and knew it was right for him. 

Dylan is grateful and humbled to be able to study at TUSDM. This institution exudes 
excellence and gave him great clinical training. While at Tufts, Dylan immersed himself in a 
variety of student-run organizations, holding executive positions in Tufts ASDA and the 
Academy of General Dentistry Student Chapter.

Dylan would like to express his dearest appreciation to the Back Bay Practice Coordinators, 
Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Maria Torres, and Dr. Michael McQueen, as well as 
Dr. Eduardo Olegario and Dr. Francois Fisselier for their endless guidance, knowledge, and 
mentorship over the past two years. He would also like the thank the prosthodontic, 
periodontal, and restorative faculty for all their help as well. 

Finally, Dylan would like to thank his friends and family for helping him along the way. He 
would not have been able to do it without the endless love and support from his mother, 
father, and brother, Jonathan. After graduation, Dylan plans to do a one-year AEGD 
residency at the University of Connecticut Health Center, where he can build on his 
education and grow as a dentist. 

Michael Beluch, D2021 

Dylan Batlle, D2021 
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Akia was born in Albany, GA and raised in Richmond, VA. She graduated from Spelman 
College in Atlanta, GA with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. While attending 
Spelman, Akia became a scholar for the Increasing Diversity in Dentistry Pipeline Initiative 
started by Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway. Before matriculating into dental school, Akia 
worked as an administrative assistant for the American Red Cross and earned her Master of 
Biomedical Sciences degree from Hampton University.  

While at TUSDM, Akia served as treasurer for Delta Sigma Delta Dental Fraternity and was 
also involved in the Student National Dental Association. She would like to thank her 
mentor, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, for giving her the opportunity to pursue dentistry and 
providing exceptional guidance throughout her dental career. Akia would also like to thank 
her Group Back Bay Practice Coordinators, Drs. Armond Enos, David Leader, and Maria 
Torres, for patiently guiding her through clinic. She would also like to thank the 
prosthodontic faculty, Drs. Francois Fisselier, Thaisa Bordin, and Ala Ali, for expanding her 
skillset as a clinician. Akia is grateful for the amazing support of her friends and 
classmates throughout her Tufts journey. She is especially thankful for the unconditional 
love and support of her family. She would like to dedicate her degree to her mother, who 
sacrificed dearly to help her attain her achievements. Most importantly, Akia would like to 
thank God, without whom none of her accomplishments would be possible.  

After graduation, Akia is excited to continue her dental career as an associate dentist with 
Aspen Dental in Providence, Rhode Island under the mentorship of Dr. D. Kim. 

Dr. Belussi received her D.D.S. degree from Universidad Central de Venezuela (UCV) in 
2005. Once she completed dental school, she started teaching at UCV as a pro bono 
professor in the Pharmacology department for a couple of years. Meanwhile, she was 
practicing general dentistry in her private office, located in Caracas, Venezuela. In 2011, 
Dr. Belussi and her family moved to Farmington, Connecticut. She then started her journey 
to obtain her U.S. dental license. 

In July 2015, Dr. Belussi started the fellowship in the Implant Center at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. In July 2016, she was appointed as a faculty member in the 
Implant Center in the Department of Prosthodontics and was later offered a position in the 
Division of Operative Dentistry in the Department of Comprehensive Care at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. At Tufts, Dr. Belussi teaches in the clinic and the pre-clinic for 
pre-doctoral students. She is also part of several committees like the FAC and Executive 
Faculty, and she is the head of ad hoc Faculty Recognition Committee.  

Dr. Belussi wants to express her deepest gratitude to God for the blessing of being in this 
country and for being part of TUSDM. 

Also, Dr. Belussi would like to express her gratitude to Dr. Andrea Zandona, Dr. Charles 
Rankin, Dr. Peter Arsenault, and all her wonderful colleagues in the Department of 
Comprehensive Care for supporting her to obtain her D.M.D. In addition, Dr. Belussi is 
grateful to the Class of 2021, her classmates, who will always hold a special place in her 
heart.  

Last but not least, Dr. Belussi wants to thank her loving husband, Dr. Hugo Campos, who is also faculty of the school, for encouraging her 
always and standing by her side through this long journey; her kids, Emily and Cesar, for being so patient and supportive throughout 
these ten years; her Dad, even though he is not with them anymore, for being her biggest fan and supporter; her Mom, for always 
believing in her and encouraging her to keep going; and her sisters, grandparents, and in-laws for their encouraging words, for 
babysitting, for cheering her up and so much more! 

Akia D. Blackmon, D2021 

Mirian Belussi, DI Faculty 2021 
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Tyler was raised in Atlanta, GA and earned his B.S. degree in Health Management from 
Howard University in 2015. In 2016, Tyler moved to Chicago, Illinois, and worked at a 
nonprofit, where he partnered with school-based dental programs to supply 500,000 
children with oral care. After his tenure in Chicago, Tyler moved to Miami, Florida and 
earned an M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2017. 

During dental school, Tyler served as the Diversity Initiatives Co-Officer for the Student 
National Dental Association, as well as represented Tufts at various dental conferences as a 
keynote speaker. Tyler also had the opportunity to participate in TUSDM’s global service-
learning trip to Peru, where he provided free dental care to the underserved population in 
Granja Porcón. Outside of the classroom, Tyler and his roommate created the platform, 
FutureDDS, which was able to reach over 15,000 pre-dental students and help them 
achieve their dreams of getting into dental school. Tyler would like to say “thank you” to 
Tufts for serving as a pillar of support for his entrepreneurial endeavors! 

Tyler would like to thank God for giving him the strength to overcome all the obstacles set 
in his way. He understands that without God, none of this would be possible. Tyler wants to 
thank his parents, Kowalski and Erma Brown, for always instilling confidence in him and 
being supportive throughout his journey. He would like to say, “Thanks Dad for being my 
role model, teaching me discipline, and how to be a man. The lessons you’ve consistently 
taught me over the years are the reason I’m where I am today. Mom, thank you for teaching 
me what it means to have empathy and how to love. You’ve always been my number one 
supporter and I couldn’t have done this without you. I love you both with all of my heart.” 

He would like to thank his little sister, Lauren Brown, for being the best little sister he could ask for. He would like to say, “Thanks Lauren 
for letting me be your big brother, I love you so much, and am forever proud of you.” He would also like to give special thanks to Brenda 
Green, Barbara Simon, Sean Means, and Sydney Cooper for their unconditional love and support throughout every phase of his life. 
Additionally, he would also like to thank his roommate/brother, Tyrell Fridie, for continuously pushing him to be better. He wants to say 
“thank you” to his entire family and core group of friends, near and far, for always cheering him on and supporting him. He also gives 
special thanks to Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. Robert Kasberg for providing him with the opportunity to pursue his dreams. 

Tyler is ecstatic to have completed this step but knows that it is just that, the first step. His goal is to inspire and help hundreds of 
thousands of people to become their healthiest selves. In the words of the great Kobe Bryant, “Job’s not finished”.  

Dr. Blankenship received her D.D.S. degree from Chiang Mai University in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand in 2000. She worked in a community hospital for two years before graduating 
from a three-year Residency Program in Advanced General Dentistry at the Department of 
Advanced General Dentistry, Mahidol University in Bangkok, Thailand. She is a Diplomate 
of the Thai Board in General Dentistry and is a Fellow of the Royal College of Dental 
Surgeons of Thailand. She was appointed to the Board Committee of Fellows of the Royal 
College of Dental Surgeons of Thailand (RCDS; former FRCDT) in General Dentistry. In 2005, 
she was offered a teaching opportunity in the Department for Preclinical, Clinical and 
Postgraduate Programs. 

In 2007, Dr. Blankenship completed her first Certificate Program of Surgical and 
Prosthodontic Implant Training from the Global Institution of Dental Education (gIDE) 
Institution through a collaboration between the University of California Los Angeles in Los 
Angeles, CA and Mahidol University, along with certificates from other implant training 
programs in Thailand. 

In 2013, Dr. Blankenship achieved a certificate from the Implant Dentistry Program at 
Harvard School of Dental Medicine in Boston, MA with an International Team of 
Implantologists (ITI) Scholarship. She was awarded the Best Poster Presentation from ITI 
National Congress of North America in Chicago, IL in 2013. 

Dr. Blankenship then brought her experience in Conventional and Digital Implant Dentistry 
to resuming teaching at the same department at Mahidol University, joining the Mahidol 

Implant Center as an instructor of the International Implant Program for a master’s degree. She lectured on Computerized Implant 
Dentistry in academia, at hospitals, and at professional meetings in Thailand. She practiced Comprehensive and Minimally Invasive 
Dentistry, Prosthodontic-driven Implant Planning, Placement and Restoration in academic and private implant centers before returning to 
broaden her academic dentistry in Boston, MA.

Dr. Blankenship became a faculty member of the Department of Prosthodontics at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2016, 
instructing Preclinical and Clinical Prosthodontics, Computer-Assisted Dental Technology, and Comprehensive Treatment Planning 
Seminar/Basicssss Case Presentation for undergraduate students. In 2020, she directed Post and Core Workshop/Competency Course in 
Preclinical/Simulation Laboratory of Fixed Prosthodontics.

After receiving her D.M.D., Dr. Blankenship plans to continue serving as a faculty member at Tufts, sharing her interest and experience in 
Fixed Prosthodontics, Implant Dentistry, and Dental Digital Technology with students, colleagues, and patients. She sincerely appreciates 
the opportunities, especially in the Faculty IS D.M.D. Program, offered by TUSDM, along with the experience and rapport coworkers, 
students, and patients have been sharing with her.

 
Tyler Austin Brown, D2021

Duangkamol Blankenship, DI Faculty 2021
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Sara was born and raised in Bogotá, Colombia and moved to Massachusetts in 2004. She 
is a first-generation immigrant and college student. She received her Bachelor of Science 
degree magna cum laude with a major in Health Science from Boston University in 2016. 
She enrolled at Tufts University in the fall of 2017 to complete her life-long dream of 
becoming a dentist.  

While at Tufts, Sara was involved in community outreach activities through the Hispanic 
Dental Association and Give Kids a Smile. Sara also had the opportunity to participate in a 
one week long global service-learning trip to the Dominican Republic, where she provided 
oral health education and free dental care to the underserved community. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she was one of the volunteers who offered emergency dental care at 
the dental school. She is also grateful to have earned recognition on the Dean’s List in 
2018 and 2019, as well as the Hunt Scholarship award during her time at Tufts.  

Outside of Tufts, Sara had to opportunity to participate in a cleft lip and palate mission in 
her home country Colombia. She will forever be thankful for the humbling experience of 
gifting someone a smile during the holiday season. Sara would like to thank Dr. Giseth 
Bustos and the team of Latin Smile for making this experience possible.  

Sara would like to thank the TUSDM staff and faculty who helped her every day to become 
the best clinician possible. Additionally, she would like to acknowledge and congratulate 
her fellow classmates and future colleagues on all their accomplishments. She gives 
special thanks to her first- and second-year study group, Shannon Dugan, Vanessa Diaz, 

and Christian Labonte. She extends additional gratitude to Gabriela Sangiovanni and Melanie Cristobal for joining in the study group 
for Boards Part II; it would have not been the same without their support. Finally, she gives special thanks to her pre-clinical partner, 
Tony Cai. She is also very grateful for her everyday study partner and supporter, Milo Bustos, who reminds her the meaning of 
unconditional love. 

Sara would like to especially thank her parents, Miguel Bustos and Sara Sanabria, for making the difficult decision to move to the U.S. to 
provide a better future. She is also thankful for her sisters, Giseth Bustos, Paula Bustos Giunta, and Lina Bustos, for teaching her every 
day what a powerful, intelligent, caring woman looks like. She is excited to share and celebrate this great accomplishment with them. 
“Infinitas GRACIAS familia, el triunfo es nuestro! Por siempre y para siempre, Bustos power!” Finally, Sara wants to thank Alexander 
Jimenez and Nico Andres Giunta for making 2020 one of the best years of her life.  

After graduation, Sara is excited to begin her career as a general dentist in Dallas, TX.  

“Congratulations, 2021 friends, classmates, and colleagues. We made it, pandemic and all!”  

Tori was born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA. She received a B.S. in Psychology from the 
University of Pittsburgh, where she was a four-year Division 1 athlete on the swimming and 
diving team. Tori also received an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University. 
Throughout her time at TUSDM, Tori was a mentor for the Big Brother Big Sister 
organization in Boston. She also was a member of the ASDA Pre-Dental Committee. While 
at Tufts, Tori received the Dr. William L. Wright, D’34 Endowed Scholarship.

Tori would like to thank all the pre-clinical and clinical faculty members that taught her so 
much, the Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Allyson Santo for managing all appointments, 
and the entire dispensary team for helping make patient care run as smoothly as possible! 
Tori would also love to thank her family and friends. Specifically, she thanks her 
grandparents for the numerous telephone calls walking to and from clinic; her parents and 
siblings, especially her dad who was always available to answer any dental question; and 
the Tendies! After graduation, Tori is excited to move back to Pittsburgh to work alongside 
her father in his dental practice, which has been her dream since the start. 

Sara Bustos, D2021 

Tori Brungo, D2021
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Jonathan was born and raised in Fall River, Massachusetts. He graduated from Diman 
Regional Vocational Tech High School, where he learned dental assisting. During his senior 
year of high school and throughout subsequent summers while in college, he worked as a 
dental assistant. Jonathan attended the University of Massachusetts Amherst Honors 
College, where he graduated within three years. During his undergraduate career, Jonathan 
drove buses to the community of Amherst and surrounding cities. Upon graduation, 
Jonathan received a B.S. degree in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. Jonathan then 
matriculated directly to TUSDM.

While at Tufts, Jonathan joined SPEA to develop and maintain his professional and ethical 
skills. He entered leadership positions such as Social Media Director and President during 
his tenure. He also received the Dr. Charles P. Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship while at Tufts. 
Upon graduation, Jonathan will begin working in a community health center in South 
Dakota.

Jonathan would like to thank Group Charlestown Practice Coordinator, Dr. Alex Miele, for 
pushing him to be the best dentist he can be. Though dental school can be challenging at 
times, he developed the most under Dr. Miele’s wing. Additionally, he would like to thank 
Dr. Salem, Dr. Lazarova, and Dr. Unger for teaching him about dentistry in the fullest from 
the age of 18.

Jonathan would like to thank his mother, Estrella Candido, and father, Joao Candido. He 
would also like to thank his siblings, Brian Candido and Jessica Candido, for believing in 

 him. He would also like to thank his other sister, Danielle Candido, for the way she 
 sculpted him and his life, his perfect wonderful sister who inspired him the day she said 
 she could no longer play with him, because she was double digits and Jonathan was not. 
 From that day forward he worked harder than he ever thought possible, and now here he 
 stands, the man before you.

Tony grew up in San Francisco, California, and graduated cum laude from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz in 2015 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. After 
graduating Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in May of 2021, Tony will become the 
first dentist/doctor in his whole family. 

Tony would like to profoundly thank all the faculty members, residents, DPAs, dispensary 
staff, and janitors who imparted their didactic and clinical wisdom to him or made dental 
school easier to navigate. Tony would also like to thank the many friends and classmates 
who went through the journey with him during dental school. He extends his appreciation 
and gratitude to his friends and classmates. Through the stressful times, their 
relationships and conversations allowed for his self-growth as a dentist and as a human. 
He hopes to have made a difference during their time in dental school as well. Tony would 
like to give a special thanks to the friends that made an impact in his life, Sara Bustos, 
Jonathan Candido, Kerry Cannon, Jay Chokshi, Alex Dang, Osman Promket, Jae (the second, 
Illinois) Ru, Alana Shields, Lauren Smith, Andrew Tadros, and Shannon Walsh. 

Lastly, Tony would like to thank his parents, Xin Ming Cai and Pei Ci Lei; his sisters, 
Michelle Cai and Cathy Cai; his brother, Allen Cai; and his brother from another mother, 
Kingsley Lim, for their unwavering support throughout his dental school journey. Tony 
would also like to thank Daisy Wu, as his dental school experience would not have been 
the same without her. To Daisy: “Words cannot describe how essential you are in my life. 
Thank you for always being there for me when times get tough in dental school and in life.  
I would not have wanted to go through all of it without you.” 

 Upon graduation, Tony will be working as an associate dentist in private practice.  

Jonathan Candido, D2021

Tony Cai, D2021 
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Olivia grew up in Old Tappan, NJ and graduated from Northeastern University with a B.S. in 
Chemistry. After spending a year shadowing and working with her local dentist in Cresskill, 
NJ, she matriculated into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine as a member of the 
Class of 2021.  

During her time at Tufts, Olivia was honored to earn recognition on the Dean’s List and to 
be a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship. As a way of advancing her and her fellow 
students’ understanding of pre-clinical courses, Olivia was selected and worked as a 
Teaching Assistant for the Biochemistry, Operative Dentistry, and Endodontics courses. She 
also functioned as a member of the Executive Board of the American Student Dental 
Association chapter at Tufts, working with an assisted living facility in Boston to coordinate 
volunteer opportunities for students at Tufts. Olivia was also involved in a dental materials 
research project and presented her research at Bates-Andrews Research Day as well as the 
International Association for Dental Research annual meeting in Vancouver, British 
Columbia.  

Olivia is incredibly grateful for the clinical and academic training she received at Tufts. She 
would like to thank all of the faculty and staff at Tufts for their continued support, allowing 
her and her fellow classmates to be successful. She thanks her DPA, Tangy Person, and the 
dispensary and assistant staff on the third floor. She would also like to extend her deepest 
gratitude to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Denisa Stasa, Alex Miele, and David Paul, for 
their daily guidance and wisdom. Olivia would especially like to thank Drs. Robert Amato 
and Elinor Alon for allowing her to discover her interest and passion for endodontics and 

 looks forward to working with them and the entire endodontic staff as she pursues an 
 endodontic residency at Tufts after graduation. 

Olivia would like to wish her closest friends and fellow classmates the greatest success and happiness as they continue to pursue their 
careers in dentistry. Above all, she thanks her parents for their unyielding support, love, and advice as she pursued her dreams. 

“Congratulations to the Class of 2021!” 

Kerry grew up in Plattsburgh, New York. From a young age, Kerry knew she wanted to 
become a dentist. She graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology and a minor in Chemistry from Saint Michael’s College. Kerry is deeply appreciative 
of the education she received at Saint Michael’s as well as the life-long friends and mentors 
she met along the way.  

While at Tufts, Kerry was recognized on the Dean’s List each year. She was also honored to 
be a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship; Dr. Charles P. Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship; and 
Dr. James B. Gallagher, Jr. A47, D49, DG68 and Dr. Esther M. Wilkins, D49, DG66 
Scholarship. Outside of academics, Kerry participated in several different volunteer 
opportunities. She especially enjoyed serving dinner at the New England Center and Home 
for Veterans as well as providing oral hygiene instruction to children at the local YMCA 
after-school program.  

Kerry would like to thank all the preclinical and clinical faculty and staff for their 
mentorship and guidance throughout her dental school career. She extends her deepest 
gratitude to her Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, 
and Richard Harold. The patience, knowledge, and wisdom they demonstrated shaped 
Kerry into the dental practitioner she is today. Kerry would also like the thank the 
Dorchester dispensary workers, Allyson and Mena, Matilda, and maintenance for helping 
her whenever she needed it!  

Above all Kerry would like to thank her mother and late father, Noelle and Brian, for their 
unending love and encouragement. Their sacrifices and guidance allowed Kerry to fulfill her 

dream of becoming a dentist. She would also like to extend a special “thank you” to her siblings, Mary, Brigid, and Brendan, for always 
being the best support system. She is very thankful for her boyfriend, Joe, for being so caring and keeping her motivated throughout 
school. Finally, she would like to thank the many friends she met at TUSDM for making dental school such an enjoyable four years!  

Upon graduation, Kerry plans to practice general dentistry in Vermont. “Congratulations Class of 2021 and best wishes to everyone!”

Olivia Capotorto, D2021 

Kerry Cannon, D2021 
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Katie was born and raised in Braintree, Massachusetts. She earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Biochemistry from Saint Anselm College and graduated magna cum laude. Katie 
cherished her time at Saint Anselm College, where she was involved with softball, campus 
ministry, and the pre-dental society. She is grateful for her phenomenal education at Saint 
Anselm, as it built the foundation for her dental education at Tufts. Katie was ecstatic for 
her acceptance into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, as she has wanted to 
attend this school since she was six years old. 

Katie is incredibly grateful for the education and opportunities that Tufts gave her and 
would like to thank the entire faculty and staff for their commitment to her dental 
education. She is especially thankful for the guidance and mentorship provided by her 
Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr. Alex Miele, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, and her 
multiple clinic professors, as well as her DPAs, Romell Madison and Tangy Person. Katie 
would also like to thank Dr. Joanne Falzone, Dr. Flaviano Difalco, and Dr. Robert Amato for 
guiding her and supporting her throughout the years. Dr. Falzone was always there for her 
to chat, even if it did not involve dentistry.  

During her time at Tufts, Katie completed a five-week externship at the Dimock Center in 
Roxbury, Massachusetts. She is very thankful for this experience, as it opened her eyes to 
her own potential as well as showed her the great need for dental care even in her local 
community.  

Katie is truly thankful for the many memories she made at Tufts and would like to thank all 
of her Tufts friends who continuously supported her throughout school. Whether it was studying for exams, staying late completing lab 
work, or enjoying a meal together, her friends were always there for her. Katie was a member of multiple organizations and loved aiding 
in pre-clinical help sessions to the first- and second-year students. Outside of school, Katie enjoyed coaching softball, attending spin 
classes, and traveling.  

Katie would like to thank her parents, Nancy and Peter Casey, for all they sacrificed to help her reach her goals. She would like to thank 
her two older sisters, Colleen and Christine, for their support throughout the years. She would not be where she is today without the love 
and encouragement from her family throughout her dental school journey. 

After graduation, Katie looks forward to joining a private practice in Massachusetts.  

“Congratulations Class of 2021 and best wishes to everyone!” 

Kristina was born in Arcadia, California and raised in Ridgefield, Connecticut. She 
graduated from Ridgefield High School and earned a B.S. in Biology from Mount Saint 
Mary’s University, where she played Division I varsity soccer all four years. Before Kristina’s 
matriculation at TUSDM, she gained experienced by working in the dental field under Drs. 
Suho Lee, Maria Sciaudone, and Megan Lovell.  

While at Tufts, Kristina was active all four years in the American Student Dental 
Association. She chaired wellness committees at both the chapter and district levels and 
had the opportunity to attend the National Leadership Conference and Annual Session. In 
addition to her health and wellness work, Kristina was also a CPR instructor and completed 
research involving 3D printers with Dr. Yoon Kang, an outstanding mentor.  

Kristina would like to express her endless gratitude to the entire Tufts faculty and staff for 
their patience, assistance, and encouragement during her time at Tufts. She extends 
special thanks to the Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Drs. Richard Harold, Theano 
Eliopoulos, and Edward Fidrocki, for not only making Group Practice Dorchester an 
enjoyable place to practice dentistry, but also for their constant professionalism, patience, 
and mentorship. She thanks Drs. Christina Pastan, Charles Rankin, Flaviano Difalco, and 
Joanne Falzone, for their guidance, expertise, and dental and life lessons. 

Most importantly, Kristina would like to express her gratitude towards her parents, Al and 
Annie Caravelli, and her older brother, Kyle. She is truly blessed and knows that her 
accomplishments would not have been possible without their unwavering encouragement,  

 support, and love.

Catherine (Katie) Casey, D2021 

Kristina Caravelli, D2021
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Mary was born and raised in Worcester, MA and graduated from Doherty Memorial High 
School in 2011. She attended Wesleyan University in Middletown, CT where she earned 
her Bachelor of Arts degree as a double major in Biology and Neuroscience and Behavior in 
2015. Mary worked at Spencer Stuart as a Research Analyst in the financial services sector 
for two years in Philadelphia, PA prior to enrolling at Tufts Dental School.   

While at Tufts, Mary greatly enjoyed serving the Jumbo community in several leadership 
positions. She led the Tufts Chapter of the American Association of Women in Dentistry as 
President and was elected Vice President of the D21 Class during her third year. She 
served as Co-Chair of the ASDA Advocacy Committee during her fourth year, and her 
favorite memory includes traveling to Washington, DC for Lobby Day at Capitol Hill to sit 
down with state representatives and advocate on behalf of the dental profession. She 
found it meaningful to mentor students and was a Teaching Assistant for the Operative 
Dentistry course taught to first-year dental students. During her free time, she also enjoyed 
staying active and competing in long distance running with the Tufts Marathon Team, 
coached by Don Megerle in Medford, MA, and racing on the water as a coxswain for the 
Head of the Charles Regatta hosted each fall.  

Mary would like to thank the vibrant faculty, staff, and administration for their commitment 
to excellence and teaching throughout her four years at TUSDM. She was part of Group 
Dorchester and would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Edward Fidrocki and Dr. 
Theano Eliopoulos. She would like to extend her deepest gratitude to Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, 
Dr. James Theodore, Professor Louise Paolucci, and Associate Dean Mary Jane Hanlon for 

 their unwavering guidance and mentorship.  

Mary is in debt to her parents, Joseph and Sabiha Chalino, and her younger brother, John Chalino, for their unconditional love and 
support throughout her dental school journey. She dedicates this D.M.D. degree accomplishment to them.  

Upon graduation, Mary will be matriculating into a one-year General Practice Residency Program at Yale - New Haven Hospital. She is 
beyond proud to be a part of the dental profession and looks forward to meaningfully contributing to the field.  

“Congratulations to the TUSDM Class of 2021!” 

Chris graduated from the University of Providence with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology. He would like to thank his family and friends for their support. 

Mary Chalino, D2021 

Christopher Cesario, D2021
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Andy was born and raised in the city of hills, cable cars, and the Golden Gate Bridge in San 
Francisco, CA. He earned his B.S. in Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology in 
2012 at the University of California, Santa Cruz. His career in dentistry started with 
designing and developing new dental composites in effort to contribute to the future of the 
dental sciences. This guided him towards dental school, where he had the opportunity to 
gain clinical experiences and develop inspiration to contribute the future of dentistry. At 
TUSDM, he recognized that digital dentistry is the future and pursued 3D printing research, 
identifying methods to apply 3D printed restorations chairside and applications of 
computer vision. Additionally, his clinical experience influenced his desire for continued 
learning and to pursue new technologies that can be restructured for dental applications.  

Andy appreciates all the faculty, administrators, and student colleagues at TUSDM who 
provided him with a fulfilling education to expand upon throughout his career. He would 
like to show gratitude and appreciation to his mentors, including Dr. Mark Lerman, who 
mentored him in clinical pathology, diagnosis, and patient care; Dr. Chao Lu, who provided 
him with experience in treating chronic facial pain; and Dr. Yoon Kang, who recognized 
Andy’s excitement for research and science and grabbed hold of his interest to research 3D 
printable resins to identify strengths and weaknesses to bring 3D printing chairside. He 
thanks his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mary Karish, Alan Epstein, and Mark Caddell, who 
taught him patience in patient diagnosis and treatment planning; Dr. Nopsaran 
Chaimattayompol, who invited him to the Greater New York Academy of Prosthodontics; Dr. 
Aikaterini Papathanasiou, who presented him the Esthetic Dentistry Award in 2019; Dr. 

Yumi Ogata for the lessons in the Advanced Selective Periodontics Program; Dr. Mary Jane Hanlon for the lessons in complex diagnosing 
and treatment planning in advanced general dentistry with the New Dentist Symposium by the Seattle Study Club; Patti Casey for always 
supporting all the student dentists in clinic; Flavio Ferriera and his team for maintaining clinic flow and patient management; and his 
clinical mentors, Drs. Yo-Wei Chen, Duangkamol Blankenship, Francois Fisselier, Mariam Margvelashvili, Maria Avrampou, Ali Muftu, 
Dongwoo Park, Marcelo Suzuki, Gustavo Mahn, Mirian Belussi, Frank Chow, Daniel Lee, Katie Talmo, Mary Marefat, Paul Levi, Gülsün Gül, 
Rocio Saavedra, Samah Bukhari, Steven Kaminsky, Charles Rankin, Daniel Green, Roger Galburt, Joey Chang, Patrick McGarry, Hugo 
Campos, Colette Catalino, and Kanchan Ganda. 

Lastly, Andy wants to acknowledge his wife, Mary Ng, who constantly provides support and encouragement as he works toward 
developing his scientific, educational, and clinical mastery. His personal success and joy for life is devoted to her and their baby boy, 
Carter.  

Andy is excited to continue his career as a lifelong learner and will be continuing his education and clinical experiences to explore in 
depth the practice of digital dental technology and workflow, as well as implant and restorative dentistry, in an advanced education in 
general dentistry program at the University of Oklahoma College of Dentistry.  

Yi was born and raised in Chengdu, China. She earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery 
degree from Sichuan University West China School of Stomatology in 2014. Shortly after 
graduation, she came to Boston to participate in a student research program for one year 
at Harvard School of Dental Medicine. From 2015 to 2017, Yi attended the orthodontic 
residency program at Sichuan University West China School of Stomatology and earned her 
Doctor of Dental Surgery degree. She came to America to reunite with her husband, 
Eugenio Catalan, in Boston following graduation and started to pursue her dental career in 
America.  

In 2019, Yi was accepted into the International Student Program at Tufts University School 
of Dental Medicine. It was the first American dental school where she interviewed, the first 
offer she received, and where she found home. She received Tufts Merit Scholarships for 
the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 academic years. During her time at Tufts, she worked as a 
Teaching Assistant for the IS Operative Dentistry and Prosthodontics preclinical courses to 
help and mentor new IS students. She also served as the IS clinical liaison in Group 
Practice Exeter. 

Yi was most grateful for all the wonderful people she met in dental school that made her 
journey here one of the best experiences she ever had. First of all, she would like to thank 
Dr. Ronald Perry for recognizing her potential and giving her the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to prove herself. Secondly, she would like to thank Dr. Steven Eisen and Dr. 
Iqbal Singh, who placed enormous trust in her and without whom she would never have 
succeeded in her preclinical courses. Also, she would like to thank her Practice 

Coordinators in Group Exeter, Dr. Mary Karish, Dr. Mark Caddell, and Dr. Alan Epstein, for helping her grow as a competent and confident 
general practitioner. Additionally, she would like to thank Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili, and Dr. 
Marcelo Suzuki for cultivating and encouraging her interest in prosthodontics. Last but not least, she would like to thank Dr. Richard Doff, 
Dr. Rocio Saavedra, Dr. Samah Bukhari, Dr. Patrick McGarry, and all the Operative faculty for sharing their vast knowledge and experience 
of dentistry. Yi would like to extend utmost gratitude to her family who supported her selflessly in every possible way, especially her 
husband, Eugenio Catalan, who is her rock and who makes her laugh every day. 

Andy Cheung, D2021 

Yi Chen, DI2021 
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Helen was born in South Korea but immigrated to the U.S. when she was seven years ago. 
She grew up in Cupertino, California surrounded by loving family and friends. She earned a 
B.S. degree in Biological Sciences with an emphasis in Neurological Sciences from the 
University of California, Davis. After graduating, Helen worked as a private tutor for local 
high school and middle school students until she went back to school to pursue her 
Master’s in Biological Sciences with a focus in Oral Biology from Rutgers University in 
Newark, New Jersey.  

During her career at Tufts, Helen looked forward to new challenges to expand her skills and 
maximize her time at Tufts. She served as a Teaching Assistant for the Operative Dentistry 
preclinical course and worked as a dental assistant for a local pediatric dental office on 
Saturdays. Helen was excited to receive a TUSDM Merit Scholarship as well as the Dr. Ivers 
Rifkin, D52 Endowed Scholarship for the 2020-2021 academic year and to make Dean’s 
List for the 2017-2018 and 2019-2020 academic years. Upon graduation, Helen plans on 
moving back to her home in California to start practicing as a general dentist.  

First, Helen would like to give thanks and all glory to God because without Him, Helen 
would not be here today with the privilege to serve her community as a dentist. She would 
also like to express gratitude to all Group Fairfield team members including Denise Tran, 
Julie Fleck, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzales Gusmao, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, as well as 
Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Hanna Bae, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, and Dr. Thaisa Bordin, who 
all have been the most patient and encouraging mentors through all the highs and lows of 
her clinical experience. Helen would also like to thank the classmates at TUSDM upon who 

 she came to depend and to look for support especially the “Tetris Crew”.  

Helen would like to give special thanks to her parents, Ok Bun Cho and Dong Chul Cho, for being the most supportive and patient parents 
who trusted her fully to find and navigate her own path in life. She also thanks her siblings, Henah and Jeff, for always listening to her 
rants about school and life and always remembering to call and text to check up on her, as well as her brother-in-law, Chris, who always 
made sure she was well fed and stocked up on good sushi during every visit home. Lastly, Helen would like to thank her best friends, 
Grace, Joseph, Amanda, and Sam, who gave her the confidence she needed and referred her as “Doctor Cho” years before she could fully 
believe in that dream for herself. “I love all of you guys and I would not be here without the love and support that was poured onto me. 
Thank you.” 

Jo was born and raised in Taipei, Taiwan and graduated from the University of Michigan – 
Ann Arbor with a B.S. degree in Neuroscience before attending Tufts Dental.  

During her time at Tufts, Jo was one of the five recipients of the Dean’s Research 
Scholarship for four consecutive years and served as the co-president of Bates Student 
Research Group. She did research with Dr. Carroll Ann Trotman on facial paralysis and had 
the opportunity to present her research projects at Bates-Andrews Day. She also received a 
research travel grant and presented at the IADR Conference in Vancouver. Jo participated in 
the Student Teaching Assistant (TA) Program and served as a clinical TA in Group Back Bay, 
where she helped students transition into clinic and provided assistance with clinical 
procedure. She was in the Admissions Ambassador program, through which she was 
involved with the admission process and interviewed applicants for the incoming class. 
During her fourth year, she was also the recipient of the Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, and 
Inger Johansen Scholarship for showing interest and having excelled in the area of dental 
research.  

Jo would like to dedicate her degree to her parents, Shih-Chung Chiang and Te-Yuan Tsai, 
and thank them for their inspiration in medicine and art, sacrifice, and support from Taiwan 
to help her reach her academic accomplishments. She is also thankful to her sister, Yi-An; 
her brother-in-law, Andrew; and her beloved niece, Sofie, for their love and support from 
California (also thankful for all the adorable and funny videos of Sofie to lighten up her  
bad days!). 

Jo would like to extend her appreciation to Back Bay Practice Coordinators, all the preclinical and clinical faculty members, perio 
residents, front desk staff, dispensary staff, and radiology staff with whom she has worked at Tufts, especially Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. 
Maria Torres, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Eduardo Olegario, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. Yau-Hua Yu, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Duangkamol 
Blankenship, Dr. Daniel Lee, Dr. Colette Catalino, and Dr. Yo-Wei Chen for teaching her to always strive for excellence as a clinician. Jo also 
wants to give a shout out to her friends in the U.S. and in Taiwan for their endless support, everlasting memories, and lifelong 
friendships!  

After graduation, Jo will be specializing in Periodontology back at her alma mater: University of Michigan – Ann Arbor. “GO FLOSS, GO 
BLUE!” 

Min Ji (Helen) Cho, D2021 

Jo (Yi-Chen) Chiang, D2021  
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Amanda grew up in Brockton, Massachusetts. She graduated with a B.S. degree in 
Microbiology from the University of Massachusetts Amherst with honors in 2017. 

While at Tufts, Amanda earned a Health Literacy certificate. She was also involved in 
community service, participating in Project Bridge, Lee Elementary School, Gives Kids a 
Smile, and Smile Squad. She was also the clinical director of Sharewood, doing screenings 
for underserved patients to try to find them a dental home. 

Amanda is grateful for her clinical experience in Group Practice Atlantic. She thanks Dr. 
Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, and Dr. Karen Wallach for pushing her to do her 
best and to always improve. She would also like to extend her thanks to Dr. Marcelo 
Suzuki, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Livia Valverde, and Dr. Colette Catalino for being there for 
mentorship and guidance. She would also like to thank all the DPAs, Jacqueline Kulas, 
Valerie Distefano, Sarita Hampton, Alyx Ortiz, and Caitlin Lu, for their guidance with 
scheduling and insurance. 

Amanda also thanks all her dental school friends for being there for every stressful exam, 
competency, and clinic or preclin mishap. Dental school would have not been the same 
without them. 

Above all, Amanda would like to thank her parents and her brother, Matthew, for all the 
support they have given all her life. She would also like to thank her fiancé, Inyong, for 
being there with food and open ears to her many complaints. 

 After graduation, Amanda will be working as a general dentist in Massachusetts. 

Jay was born in India and grew up in Florida. He attended Florida Atlantic University, where 
he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Neuroscience and Behavior. He then went on to 
attend Barry University for a Master of Science in Biomedical Science, graduating in 2016. 

Jay is grateful for the education he received at TUSDM and would like to thank all the 
clinical instructors and DPAs for the positive impact they had on his growth as a dental 
provider. He is especially grateful for the given opportunity to attend a five-week 
externship, where he was able to implement clinical education obtained from TUSDM into 
fast-paced practice. 

Jay would also like to thank his parents and sister for their endless love and support 
throughout this journey. After graduating from TUSDM, he will return to Florida, where he 
looks forward to starting his career as a general dentist in private practice. 

Amanda Chuong, D2021 

Jay Chokshi, D2021 
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Serban was born in Europe in the Romanian city of Bucharest. He graduated from “Carol 
Davila” University School of Dental Medicine in 1991 with a D.M.D. degree. His dental 
career started with an internship as a resident dentist in the University of Medicine School 
of Dentistry Ambulatory Clinic, Bucharest. This experience gave him his first exposure to a 
high volume of patients and a wide spectrum of dental procedures.  

In 1992, he moved to the U.S. and, in the following years while working as a dental 
assistant in several prestigious Manhattan dental offices, he passed the NBDE Part 1 and 2 
with flying colors. He first applied for the IS program at Tufts in 1995 but, due to family 
problems in Romania, he had to put everything on hold and relocate back to Bucharest. For 
the next 20 years, together with his wife and partner, he opened a very successful dental 
office in Bucharest. Through CE courses, he kept up to date with the latest technologies in 
the profession and continuously improved his clinical skills.  

In his private office, Serban set up a schedule to treat, free of charge, patients in the 
homeless population in the vicinity of the office. A couple of hours each week were 
dedicated to this. Even if just a small effort compared to the challenges faced by these 
patients, it certainly was a priceless gift to them as well as a majorly rewarding experience 
to all the providers involved in the project. In 2016, following their two incredible boys, 
Serban and his wife decided to move back to the U.S. and applied once again to a couple of 
IS programs. After being accepted by several, the final decision came easily to join the 
Tufts family.   

Serban is grateful to his sons, Stefan and Tudor, and his wife, Raluca, his three best friends, for keeping up with him running through life. 
He is grateful for the many friends for life he made while at Tufts, both students and residents. He is grateful to have met so many 
wonderful educators like Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, Alex Miele, Francois Fisselier, Jong Il Park, James Theodore, Kanchan 
Ganda, Colette Catalino, Samah Bukhari, Steven Eisen, Iqbal Singh, Peter Arsenault, Rocio Saavedra, Charles Rankin, Irina Dragan, and 
many others, as well as the dedicated people who interacted with him almost every single day like Allyson Santo, Mena Majeed, Matilda 
Bejko, and Jackie Roman. There are many, many more worth mentioning, but he would need more than the allowed number of words to 
do justice and name all the dedicated people that made the time spent in Tufts such a wonderful and memorable experience.  

But most of all, for Serban, Tufts will be associated with Dr. Ronald Perry’s persona, the IS Program Director. From the moment Serban 
met Dr. Perry at his interview, he knew Tufts would be the right place for him.  

And it certainly was.  

“Pax et Lux.”

Nicola Cinquepalmi was raised in Brooklyn, New York by parents, Antonio and Michela, and 
sister, Loretta. He went on to attend Regis High School in New York City. He graduated from 
Johns Hopkins University with a B.S. in Neuroscience and continued his education at 
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, earning an M.S. in Microbiology. Nicola is 
graduating with a D.M.D. from Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and is attending a 
general practice residency at Bronxcare Hospital in New York City and intends to later 
pursue a residency in pediatric dentistry. 

Nicola would like to thank his Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators, DPAs, clinical staff, 
faculty, and fellow students who helped him succeed throughout his education. Most 
importantly, Nicola would like to thank his friends and family who were never ending 
sources of love and support throughout the course of his education. Without them, none of 
this would be possible. 

Serban Gabriel Cismarescu, DI2021 

Nicola Cinquepalmi, D2021 
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Elizabeth grew up in Indianapolis, IN; Scottsdale, AZ; and Colorado Springs, CO. She 
received a Bachelor of Arts in History from Colorado College in 2016.  

While at Tufts Dental, Elizabeth enjoyed being an Admissions Ambassador. She was also a 
member of the Periodontology Study Club for two years and served her class as the 
Periodontology I course liaison. Elizabeth was acknowledged on the Dean’s List for 
academic achievement. Despite her initial interest in periodontology, it wasn’t long after 
entering clinic that Elizabeth realized her passion for general dentistry.  

Elizabeth is extremely grateful to everyone who contributed to her growth and education as 
a dental professional. She would first like to thank her parents for their unquestioning 
support of all her pursuits, both academic and extracurricular. She would also like to thank 
Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for steering her into dentistry in the first place and for being 
her “mom away from home” for the past four years. Elizabeth wants to thank her wonderful 
partner, Brett, for keeping her sane throughout dental school and for his support of her 
career. Finally, Elizabeth would like to thank the Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Dr. 
Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Karen Wallach, and Dr. Olympia Karacosta, for always pushing her 
to achieve her best potential as a clinician.  

Lauren was raised in Madison, a small town on the shoreline of Connecticut. She 
graduated from Tufts University in 2015 with a Bachelor of Science in Biology. During her 
undergraduate years at Tufts, she was incredibly active as an NCAA Varsity Women’s 
Lacrosse player, as well as in biology research. After graduation, she spent time working in 
an immunology lab at Joslin Diabetes Center before applying to dental school. While at 
TUSDM, Lauren was a member of the American Association of Women Dentists and ASDA 
Smile Share and Care. She was also selected as a clinical TA for her group practice. 

Lauren really enjoyed her time at Tufts Dental. She met life-long friends, got married to her 
college sweetheart (who is also a Double Jumbo!), and got the cutest English Springer 
Spaniel puppy, which made quarantine all the more bearable.  

Lauren would like to thank the Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, 
Alberto Sarmiento, and Olympia Karacosta, for their continued support, guidance, and 
mentorship over the past several years. She would also like to thank DPAs, Jackie Kulas, 
Val Distefano, Sarita Hampton, and Caitlin Lu, who were patient and incredibly helpful 
while dealing with scheduling and insurance issues. Finally, she would like to thank her 
parents, sister, husband, and dog, Norton, for their continued love and support over the 
past four years. 

After graduation Lauren will be staying at Tufts to complete the Advanced Education in 
General Dentistry program.  

Lauren Oswald Cooper, D2021

Elizabeth Colby, D2021 
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Melanie was born in Killeen, Texas. As the daughter of a military family, she spent her 
formative years moving from place to place and trying to learn as much about different 
cultures as she could. These experiences, coupled with her interest in science and arts and 
her passion for helping others, lead her to pursue a career in dentistry. She attended the 
University of South Florida and received her B.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences in 2017.  

During her time at Tufts, Melanie formed many lifelong relationships and spent several 
hours volunteering in the emergency clinic. Melanie is most grateful for the lessons she 
learned from her patients and the challenges that catalyzed her growth personally, 
professionally, and otherwise.   

Upon graduating from Tufts, Melanie will be the first doctor in her family. This achievement 
is possible because of the guidance and support of many. Melanie would like to thank her 
classmates, clinical instructors, and supporting staff, specifically in the Atlantic Group 
Practice, who impacted her clinical training in memorable ways. Additionally, she would 
like to thank Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. Patrick McGarry, and Dr. Pilar Sanchez for their close 
mentorship and interest in her clinical success. Melanie would like to thank her friends and 
her loving boyfriend, David Mann, who stood by her and supported her through this 
transformational journey. In particular, she thanks Dr. Lauren Trager and Dr. Meghana 
Sharma, who have been the best roommates and mentors she could have ever asked for.  
Melanie would like to thank her family: her mother and father, Ricardo and Evelyn 
Cristobal, as well as her sister, Natalie, and brother-in-law, Philip, for their unrivaled love, 
support, and innumerable sacrifices.  She would also like to thank her dog, Luna, for her 

 unconditional love every step of the way.  

 Melanie will be continuing her education by attending the GPR program at 
 Meharry Medical College of Dentistry. 

Joseph was born in the neighborhood of Forest Hills in Queens, New York. Joseph started 
his academic career at Columbia University’s engineering school to study Computer 
Science but switched gears and eventually earned a degree in English Literature, Language 
and Criticism at City University of New York’s Hunter College in 2007. Ironically enough, 
Joseph found work in the tech industry as an IT Specialist to support his disabled mother 
and three younger brothers as they pursued their medical degrees. After his brothers 
established themselves as physicians in emergency medicine and psychiatry, they 
encouraged Joseph to leave behind the field he had worked in to support his family and 
discover his true calling in life--dentistry.  

Joseph shadowed a variety of healthcare specialists before ending up in the dental office of 
Dr. Steven Klein in Brooklyn, NY. Joseph fell in love with what he saw: a vocation that 
required the integration of artistry, science, and patient-centered care. At 30 years old, 
Joseph returned to school to take undergraduate science courses at Queens College. He 
then moved down to Hollywood, Florida, where he earned a M.S. degree in Biomedical 
Sciences at Barry University in 2017. At TUSDM, Joseph served as Fundraising Chair for 
ADEA and was placed on the Dean’s List for 2019-2020. 

Joseph would like to extend his gratitude to the many faculty and staff members at TUSDM 
that helped to mold him into the dentist he strives to be. Joseph thanks Dr. Flaviano Difalco 
for his mentorship and Dr. Yoon Kang for his insight on being an older student in a class 
full of young people. Joseph thanks his DPAs in Group Practice Charlestown, Tangy Person 
and Romell Madison, for their support and willingness to answer all of his many questions. 

Joseph is especially grateful to his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, and Denisa Stasa, for their example and instruction 
on what it takes to be a good clinician. Joseph wants to extend a heartfelt thanks to the clinic staff, who made the most challenging days 
in clinic a little easier to bear with a smile and a word of support. Finally, Joseph wants to thank the e-board for the thankless work they 
performed behind the scenes for the benefit of the class. 

Outside of Tufts, Joseph wants to thank those who helped him achieve his goal of a career in dentistry. He thanks his mentor, Dr. Steven 
Klein, for his advice and insight; his family, to whom Joseph owes the most gratitude for their unwavering support; his mother, Bella, for 
her innumerable sacrifices for her boys; and his brothers, Frank, Nick, and Erik, for being Joseph’s best friends, staunchest supporters, 
and greatest allies. Their encouragement and inspiration were the driving forces behind any successes Joseph achieved. 

After graduation, Joseph will continue to grow and learn at the Advanced Education in General Dentistry program at the VA Healthcare 
System in Hudson Valley, NY. 

Melanie Cristobal, D2021 

Joseph Copeli, D2021 
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Mariam Dakka grew up in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates and graduated from the American 
University of Beirut in her home country of Lebanon with a B.S. degree in Biology in 2017. 
During her senior year, Mariam applied to dental schools in the U.S. while living in Beirut, 
Lebanon. After completing her undergraduate studies, she then moved across the world to 
the United States to pursue her dental career, where she matriculated into Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine as a member of the Class of 2021.   

While at TUSDM, Mariam had the pleasure of exploring various aspects of dentistry. Her 
passion to serve prompted her to volunteer for many community service events, as well as 
a global service outreach trip to the Dominican Republic. Unfortunately, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she was unable to attend other planned global service outreach trips 
or her five-week externship in Winslow, Arizona. While at TUSDM, Mariam was honored to 
be awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship and to earn recognition on the Dean’s List all four 
years of dental school.   

Mariam would not have seen the success that she did throughout dental school without 
her amazing support system. First and foremost, Mariam would like to thank and dedicate 
her dental degree to her parents, Ali Ahmed Dakka and Lorinda Grimshaw. Her father is the 
main reason Mariam succeeded and excelled throughout high school, college, and dental 
school. Mariam lost her dear father during her fourth year of dental school. Her father 
engrained in her persistence, and she will continue to make him proud as he watches her 
from heaven walking across the stage. Mariam also thanks her siblings, Ahmed Dakka, 
Muna Dakka, and Hussein Dakka, for always putting a smile on her face and being the best 

 siblings anyone could ask for. Mariam would like to extend her thanks to her loving 
 aunt, Mona, for the unconditional support.  

Mariam would like to thank her Practice Coordinators and all the TUSDM faculty and staff who made dental school an unforgettable 
experience and enriched her growth as a future clinician and a soul.  She gives special recognition to Drs. Mariam Margvelashvili, Samah 
Bukhari, Francois Fisselier, James Theodore, Katie Talmo, and Ala Ali whose continuous patience, guidance, and mentorship were 
invaluable to her dental education.   

Mariam was truly lucky to find a special group of friends at Tufts who will continue be an integral part of her life for many years to come. 
Her experience most definitely would not have been the same without her friends who she now considers sisters: Haneen, Jessica, 
Amina, Fatima, Lemma, and Mai. She thanks them for the invaluable experience and being a constant source of love and support.   

While at TUSDM, she sparked an interest in the specialty of endodontics. She looks forward to working with and learning from Boston 
University faculty and staff next year where she will pursue an endodontic residency after graduation. Mariam looks forward to the next 
chapter in her life and wishes the Class of 2021 the best of luck.  

Leticia was born in Houston, Texas and earned a B.S. degree in Biology from Faulkner 
University while playing collegiate basketball. Leticia then pursued her Master’s in Medical 
Sciences at Mississippi College before matriculating into TUSDM. 

Leticia is incredibly thankful for the education and opportunities that Tufts University has 
provided her. While at TUSDM, Leticia was on the Dean’s List and the recipient of several 
awards including the Dr. Charles P. Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship; the Dr. James B. Gallagher, 
Jr. A47, D49, DG68 and Dr. Esther M. Wilkins, D49, DG66 Scholarship; and a Merit 
Scholarship. She had the pleasure as serving as the D21 elective student representative 
for the Admissions Committee for the past three years. She also had the pleasure of 
serving as the Co-president of the American Association of Public Health Dentistry Club for 
the past two years. The position allowed her to fulfill her passion for working with 
underrepresented communities. Leticia was able to implement an oral hygiene after-school 
program at a neighboring elementary school, which was placed on hold due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Leticia was also an active member in SNDA and participated in 
multiple community service events such as Impressions Day, the Rocket Science Program, 
and Give Kids a Smile.  

With sincere gratitude, she would like to thank all the supportive faculty and staff at 
TUSDM, because it is their daily support and mentorship that allow students to be 
successful. She extends her gratitude to the great Practice Coordinators of Group 
Dorchester, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos, and Richard Harold, for their 
guidance, support, and mentorship. She would also like to acknowledge the dental 

assistants, dispensary staff, and practice administrators of the third floor. She would like to thank her mentors, Dr. Robert Kasberg, 
Executive Associate Dean Mark Gonthier, Professor Natalie Hagel, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Dr. Martha Forero, Dr. Joey Chang, Dr. 
Steven Rubin, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, and Dr. Tanya Wright for their continued support and guidance.  Leticia also has deep appreciation for 
the entire Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery department, especially Drs. Joey Chang, Steven Rubin, Daniel Oreadi, Constantinos Laskarides, 
Maria Papageorge and all the oral surgery residents. She thanks each of them for their advice support and the opportunity to explore a 
specialty about which she is passionate. 

Lastly, Leticia would like to thank her family and friends. She appreciates the unconditional support and love she received throughout the 
past four years. Upon graduation, Leticia has the privilege of continuing her education in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery and will begin an 
internship position at Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mariam Dakka, D2021 

Leticia Cuellar, D2021 
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Alex was born in Vietnam and moved to the United States when he was nine years old. His 
family settled in California. He graduated from San Jose State University with a B.S. degree 
in Mechanical Engineering and completed a Master of Biomedical Sciences degree from 
Rutgers University in 2015. While at Tufts, he received the John V. Aliberti D.M.D., D77, 
DG82, Scholarship.

Alex would like to express his appreciation to the entire faculty, Back Bay Practice 
Coordinators, and supporting staff for their commitment to teaching and cultivating 
exceptional dentists. Above all, Alex is truly grateful to his parents, sister, and brother-in-
law for inspiring and supporting him every step on his journey. Most importantly, he would 
like to thank his lovely wife for her encouragement, continuous support, and love. Without 
her understanding and sacrifices, Alex would never have been able to complete his dental 
journey.  

Upon graduation, Alex plans to return to California to work in private practice.  

Ameen Dar was born and raised in Houston, TX and received a Bachelor’s of Business 
Administration in Finance from the University of Houston-Downtown. After working for a 
healthcare services company for several years, Ameen made a difficult decision to go back 
to school to pursue a career in dentistry. That decision ultimately brought him to Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine.  

While at TUSDM, Ameen helped start the Tufts Dental Aesthetics Society and served as the 
organization’s treasurer. He helped organize guest lectures and hands-on workshops 
focused on aesthetic dentistry. In 2019, Ameen attended the Greater New York Academy of 
Prosthodontics (GNYAP) 65th Scientific Meeting, where he attended lectures by some of 
the most preeminent practitioners in the country. He was also a recipient of the Thomas B. 
Hunt Scholarship at Tufts.

Following graduation, Ameen is looking forward to joining his brother’s multi-office 
practice, Legacy Dental, in Dallas, TX as an associate dentist. 

Ameen is incredibly grateful to all of the faculty and staff at Tufts who helped him achieve 
his goal. He would also like to thank his friends, The Squad. They made this difficult 
process somehow feel like an awesome party that lasted four years. Ameen also wants to 
thank his fiancée, Jennifer Zoubok, and his two Maltese dogs, Thomas and Henry, who 
have been on this journey with him. Ameen would like to thank his four older brothers, Dr. 
Samer Dar, DDS, MD; Dr. Nabeel Dar, MD; Dr. Sohail Dar, DDS; and Omar Dar for all of their 
unwavering support and love. Last but not least, Ameen would like to thank his mother.  

 She fostered his curiosity in science at an early age and pushed him to follow his 
 aspirations; without her none of this would be possible.  

Ameen Dar, D2021 

Alex Dang, D2021 
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Luke Devaney grew up in Stratham, New Hampshire and graduated from Providence 
College in 2017 with a B.S. in Biology and a minor in Public and Community Service. Luke 
has long dreamed of following in his grandfather’s and father’s footsteps and becoming a 
dentist.  

During his time at Tufts, Luke was an Admissions Ambassador, a course liaison for 
Anesthesiology and Implant Dentistry Courses, and served on the executive board of the 
Academy of General Dentistry. As a member of the Hispanic Dental Society, he was able to 
attend a global service-learning trip in the Dominican Republic, where he provided dental 
care to an underserved population. During his senior year, he was selected to participate 
in the Advanced Periodontology Selective Program. Luke was chosen as a recipient for the 
Northeast Delta Dental Endowed Scholarship from 2019 to 2021. 

Luke would like to thank his mentors and colleagues who helped shape his journey and 
define his pursuit of healthcare and dental medicine. He would especially like to thank his 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein and Mary Karish, for the positive 
impact they had on his growth as a dental provider. Luke would also like to thank Drs. 
James Theodore, Francois Fisselier, Leopoldo Correa, and Peter Arsenault for their guidance 
and advice throughout dental school.  Finally, Luke would like to thank his family and his 
grandmother, Barbara MacDonald, for their unwavering love and support.   

After graduation, Luke plans on attending an AEGD residency in Worcester, Massachusetts.   

Dr. De Souza obtained his D.D.S. degree from the State University of Maringa, Brazil in 
2012. After completion of his dental degree, he pursued a two-year Advanced Education in 
Periodontology and Master of Science degree at the same institution. After graduating 
from his advanced education, Dr. De Souza worked in private practice limited to 
Periodontics and Implant Dentistry and was an Assistant Professor in Periodontology at a 
private university in Brazil for one year.  

From 2015 to 2016, Dr. De Souza was an ITI (International Team for Implantology) Scholar 
at Harvard School of Dental Medicine (HSDM). Subsequently, in December 2016, Dr. De 
Souza joined Tufts Univeristy School of Dental Medicine as an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Prosthodontics. At Tufts, Dr. De Souza teaches postgraduate programs in 
Prosthodontics and Implant Dentistry, focusing mostly in implant surgery, implant-related 
tissue regeneration, and digital technologies in dentistry.  

First of all, Dr. De Souza would like to express his gratitude to Dr. Mauricio Araujo, his uncle 
and lifetime mentor, for all of his guidance and support to pursue a career in dentistry. He 
would like to thank his mentor, Dr. German Gallucci, who guided him and gave him the 
opportunity to pursue a career in the U.S. Dr. De Souza also would like to express his 
gratitude to Dr. Hans-Peter Weber and Dr. Kiho Kang and all his wonderful colleagues in the 
Department of Prosthodontics for supporting him to obtain his D.M.D.  

Last but not least, Dr. De Souza wants to express his deepest gratitude to God for the 
blessing of being in this country and at this school. To his wife, Paula Barbisan, and his 

son, Daniel, he thanks them for always encouraging him and standing by his side through this long journey. He also extends his thanks 
to his parents, Marcia and Alcilio; his brother, Marcelo; and sister, Ana, for encouraging him to keep following his goals. He also extends 
his gratitude to his friends and family in Boston for all their help and support.  

Luke Devaney, D2021 

Andre De Souza, DI Faculty 2021 
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Natalie was born and raised in Pasadena, California and graduated from California State 
University of Los Angeles with a B.S. degree in Biology in 2016. 

While a student at Tufts, Natalie had the pleasure of exploring various aspects of dentistry 
including leadership opportunities, community outreach, and teaching opportunities. 
Natalie found interest in learning more about dental implants and decided to join the Tufts 
Implant Club, where she held board positions for four years. She was also a Teaching 
Assistant for Tissue Biology and Endodontics courses. In addition, Natalie was on the 
Dean’s List for all four years and was provided with multiple scholarships including the 
Tufts Merit Scholarship (2017, 2019, 2020) and Dr. Vagharshag Albertian Scholarship 
(2018-2021).  

Natalie recognizes that her hard work and motivation that drove her to excel at TUSDM 
would not be possible without the support of her family, friends, and faculty. She would 
like to thank first and foremost her parents for their unconditional love, support, and the 
sacrifices they made to help her achieve her dreams. She would also like to thank her 
friends at TUSDM for always being there for her through this tough journey and becoming 
her family away from home. In addition, there are several faculty members Natalie would 
like to thank for fostering her growth as a clinician and human being. She would like to 
thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish, and Mark Caddell, for the 
guidance, education, and support they provided her in clinic. Natalie would also like to 
express her gratitude to the faculty who contributed substantially to her clinical education, 
including Dr. Samah Bukhari, Dr. Maria Avrampou, Dr. Linda Marinello, Dr. Irina Dragan, 

 and Dr. Pilar Sanchez.  

 After graduation, Natalie will continue her dental education by pursuing a General Practice 
 Residency at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Dental Medicine.  

 

Vanessa was born and raised in Miami, FL. She earned a B.A. degree in Biology with a 
minor in Nutritional Sciences from the University of Florida.  

While at Tufts, Vanessa was a recipient of the Gonthier, Mehta, and Russell Term 
Scholarship and the Hunt Scholarship. She was actively involved with the Global Service-
Learning Program and co-led annual trips to the Dominican Republic which gave her the 
opportunity to provide dental care to an underserved population. Vanessa was involved in 
various community service activities and organizations such as the Hispanic Dental 
Association (HDA), Asian Dental Organization (ADO), and Give Kids a Smile. In addition, 
Vanessa was an active member of the Hispanic Dental Association and served as the 
chapter’s Admissions Representative, Secretary, and Vice President. She would like to 
thank her mentors, Dr. Leopoldo Correa and Dr. Martha Forero, for their priceless lessons 
and advice on life and dentistry. She also served as a Teaching Assistant in the Radiology 
Department. As someone who learned much from the upperclassmen and faculty, she 
wants to pass down the knowledge and techniques she obtained through the years. 

As the first person in her family to graduate college and now to obtain a professional 
degree, Vanessa dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her mom and dad who supported her 
through this journey.  She would like to thank her parents: “Mami y Papi, muchas gracias 
por todo su apoyo incondicional y por todos sus sacrificios para que yo pudiera cumplir mi 
sueno de ser dentista, sin ustedes nada de esto fuera posible.” Vanessa would also like to 
thank her siblings, family, and friends for all their guidance and encouragement. She 
hopes that her hard work and dedication serve to inspire others to follow their dreams, 

 especially her nieces and nephews. 

Vanessa extends her deepest gratitude to the Tufts faculty, especially her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Maria Torres, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. 
David Leader, Dr. Eduardo Olegario, and Dr. Michael McQueen, for providing an outstanding learning environment. She also thanks Juan, 
Caitlin, Jimmy, Lindita, and Alyx in the Back Bay clinic for helping her every day. In addition, she thanks the TUSDM clinical faculty who 
guided her every day in clinic, especially Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. Hugo Campos, and Dr. James Theodore. 

Vanessa’s most memorable experiences at Tufts were shared with her awesome classmates, especially her dear friends. Last, but not 
least, she would like to thank her longtime best friends back home for keeping her grounded and always believing in her. 

After graduation, Vanessa will work as a general dentist in Miami, Florida. Her long-term goals are to open her own practice and continue 
giving back to communities in need.  

Natalie Djansezian, D2021 

Vanessa Diaz, D2021
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Shannon received a B.S. in Biological Sciences from the University of Pittsburgh and an 
M.S. in Biology from Chatham University. While at Tufts, Shannon was an active member of 
the ASDA Health and Wellness Committee, local member of the Hispanic Dental 
Association, national member of the American Association of Women in Dentistry, and 
volunteer at Give Kids A Smile Day. In addition to her involvement in various organizations, 
she spent her time as a tutor for multiple courses, as a Teaching Assistant for both the 
Preclinical Endodontics course and Back Bay clinic, and as an Admissions Ambassador. 
Shannon also spent time working on a research project with Dr. Ruby Ghaffari.  

Shannon was honored to be a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship and earn recognition 
on the Dean’s List for all her years spent at Tufts. Shannon was also a recipient of the 2019 
Tufts Summer Research Fellowship and the Dr. Martin P. Sachs Scholarship.

Shannon really enjoyed the transition from didactic courses to patient care. Providing care 
to patients and helping improve both their oral health and overall health is the most 
rewarding part of the profession for Shannon.   

Shannon would like to thank the best Practice Coordinators, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. David 
Leader, Dr. Michael McQueen, and Dr. Maria Torres, for their continued support and 
mentorship. “Go Back Bay!” Shannon extends gratitude to the dental assistants, 
dispensary staff, and practice administrators of the second floor. She would also like to 
thank Dr. Robert Amato, Dr. Elinor Alon, and the rest of the endodontic faculty at TUSDM for 
enhancing her knowledge and interest in the specialty of endodontics. She looks forward 

 to working with them for the next two years as she pursues an endodontic residency at 
 Tufts after graduation.  

 Shannon is forever grateful for the endless support from her family and friends. Lastly, 
 Shannon would like to thank her colleagues. “Congratulations and best wishes to the 
 Class of 2021!” 

Born and raised in Newark, Delaware, Joseph first became interested in dentistry while 
attending the dental laboratory program at Hodgson Vocational High School. He then 
attended Temple University and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. 
Joseph continued on to earn his Master’s in Biomedical Sciences at Barry University in 
Hollywood, Florida, ultimately gaining acceptance into Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. 

While attending TUSDM, Joseph strived to become a student leader while remaining as 
actively involved as possible. He had the pleasure of serving his class as Vice President 
throughout his first two years, followed by serving as the Class President during his D3 and 
D4 year. He took a lead role as Patient Recruitment Coordinator for the ADA Give Kids a 
Smile program, as well as had the opportunity to tutor fellow classmates in the theory of 
Operative Dentistry and Dental Anatomy. Joseph also served as an Admissions 
Ambassador, finding great joy though connecting with each incoming class. He was also a 
recipient of the Olivia Peiretti-Paradisi, A06, D10, DG13, DG13 Term Scholarship.

Joseph would like to give special thanks to Renee Bean who provided unwavering support 
from the moment they met. He also extends his gratitude to Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. 
Marcelo Suzuki, and Dr. Peter Arsenault who mentored him throughout his educational 
career. Joseph would also like to say “thank you” to his “Squad” for making the most 
stressful of times fun both in and out of school. He would like to thank every member of 
administration, faculty, and staff at TUSDM for being the best support system for the 
students day in and day out. Finally, Joseph would like to thank the D21 class for believing 

 in him as much as he did in each of them and for inspiring him every day.  

 Following graduation, Joseph will work in private practice with a group of Tufts alumni. Joseph 
 is excited to make an impact on the world through dentistry and plans to do just that!  

Shannon Michaela Dugan, D2021 

Joseph Dudlek, D2021 



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  41

.

Erin was born and raised in Weymouth, Massachusetts. She graduated from Saint 
Michael’s College in Vermont, earning a Bachelor of Science in Biology and Psychology and 
a minor in Chemistry. She graduated magna cum laude.  

While attending Tufts, Erin enjoyed being a part of Autism Smiles Day, Pre-Dental Day, and 
Smile, Share & Care. Erin was involved in numerous student organizations including the 
American Association of Women Dentists, Academy of Sports Dentistry, and Special 
Smiles. As a tutor, Erin had the opportunity to assist other students in courses including 
Pediatric Dentistry, Endodontics, Oral & Maxillofacial Radiology, Anesthesiology, Operative 
Dentistry, Oral Health Promotion, and Tissue Injury and Host Defense. Some of her most 
memorable experiences included being a Teaching Assistant for the Group Practice Back 
Bay. While at Tufts, Erin was the recipient of the Merit Scholarship, for which she is very 
grateful.  

Through her dental school years, Erin was passionate about giving back to the community 
and was a volunteer at Bay State Community Services, a local non-profit social services 
agency. Through her involvement Erin was able to spend time working in a children’s 
homeless shelter. She was instrumental in the agency’s COVID-19 emergency response 
team, serving as the EMT that supported both the staff and children throughout the 
pandemic. 

Erin would like to thank all of her didactic, pre-clinical, and clinical instructors for their 
valuable knowledge, skills, and wisdom. A special “thank you” goes to all her Practice 

Coordinators, including Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Maria Torres, Dr. Michael McQueen, and Dr. Eduardo Olegario. Erin is 
extremely thankful for the faculty, staff, and fellow students in Group Practice Back Bay and is most grateful for the lifelong friendships 
that she has formed.  

Most importantly, Erin would like to thank her family for their unconditional love and support throughout the past four years. Erin is 
grateful to have had her parents with her every day of the dental school journey. 

After graduation, Erin will begin her Pediatric Dentistry Residency Program at the University of Connecticut Health Center and Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center.  

Monica was born and raised in Terra Roxa, Brazil, where she received her D.D.S. degree 
from the Paranaense University (UNIPAR) in 1997. After graduation, Monica pursued her 
Masters in Oral & Maxillofacial Radiology at the Sao Paulo University (USP), the largest 
Brazilian public university and the country’s most prestigious educational institution. In 
the year 2000, she became interested in community leadership and public health and 
started to work for the Department of Public Health as a pediatric dentist to serve the 
dental needs of the local community. At the same time, she opened her private dental 
practice. 

Monica moved to the United States to enhance her English in order to pursue a Ph.D. 
program in Brazil, but God had other plans, and she met her wonderful husband. While 
taking time off to raise her children, she worked as a dental assistant in many practices all 
over the Boston area and served the underserved community through community service. 
In 2018, two of her long-life dreams came true: she was accepted to her dream dental 
school, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, and she had the privilege to participate 
on a meaningful mission trip with HIM to Cabo Verde in West Africa. 

First and foremost, Monica is thankful to God. “Now to Him Who can do immensely more 
than we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us.” Ephesians 3:20. 
Secondly, Monica is thankful to her husband, Samuel, who works tirelessly, and their 
children, Isabelle, Benjamin, and Hannah, without whose love and sacrifice this journey 
would not be not possible. Monica is thankful to her late dad, Ayrton, for his teaching and 
perseverance and to her mom, Neuza, for her unconditional and incomparable love and 
sacrifices in helping her through her life.  

Monica expresses heartfelt appreciation and sincere gratitude to her mentor, Dr. Aidee Herman, for guiding her to achieve her dream of 
pursuing a dental career in the United States. Monica would also like to express her appreciation to the TUSDM Admissions Committee, 
especially Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Ronald Perry, for this once-in-a-lifetime, life-changing opportunity. Monica would like to 
extend the greatest gratitude to the Charlestown Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Denisa Stasa, and Alex Miele, for their 
unwavering support and mentorship in providing comprehensive care and proper patient management. She is also thankful to all the 
clinical faculty, especially Drs. Kanchan Ganda, Nitu Singh, Francois Fisselier, Thaisa Bordin, Pilar Sanchez, Aidee Herman, Rachel 
Monteiro, James Theodore, Marcelo Suzuki, and all the others who guided and helped her polish her skills in providing comprehensive 
dental care. 

Monica would like to thank Eliana, Sarita, Farida, Nisha, Raluca, Serban, Nader, and all the IS21 friends for the memories and laughs. She 
also gives her thanks to Leiva, Taysa, Debbie, Alessandra, Catia, Elaine, Oscar, Clarice, and Alex, her American family, for all the support.  

After graduation, Monica is looking forward to completing her AAID NY Maxi Course in Implantology and then entering private practice as 
a general dentist. 

Erin C. Dwyer, D2021 

Monica Sampaio Dupim, DI2021 
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Tiara was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan. As a first-generation college student, it was 
beyond her wildest dreams that she would become a doctor. Despite various circumstances 
that could have deterred her from her aspirations, she persevered through it all. She 
attended Hampton University in Virginia where she obtained her B.S. degree in Biology in 
2012 and her M.S. degree in Medical Science in 2014. Prior to her acceptance in dental 
school, she served as a dental assistant in two offices, further confirming her love for 
dentistry and the healthcare field.   

During her tenure at Tufts, Tiara had the privilege of serving as the Community Service 
Liaison for the D21 class. She was especially thankful to be elected to this position 
because of her overwhelming passion for giving back. This opportunity not only connected 
her with the class, but it also allowed her to pour love into the greater Boston area. Tiara 
was a dedicated member of the Student National Dental Association, and she was a 
scholarship recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed 
Scholarship. Outside of school, Tiara enjoyed bringing people together through event 
planning and social gatherings. She loves to make people smile!   

Tiara is grateful for the blessings God bestowed upon her life. She knows that He 
graciously placed people along her journey to help her achieve success. Dr. Lorenzo 
Modeste and Dr. Elizabeth Oates are her extraordinary mentors that were there at the very 
beginning of her journey. They served as an example of what a sincere and compassionate 
dentist should be. She would like to express her deepest gratitude to her TUSDM mentors, 
Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, E. Leo Whitworth Jr., Ronald Davitt, Robert Kasberg, Tanya 

Wright, Yoon Kang, and Joanne Falzone, for their unwavering love and support. She would like to give thanks to her Fairfield Practice 
Coordinators for their knowledge and help molding her into an exceptional clinician. She gives a special thanks to Maria, Renald, 
Jacqueline, Jackeline, Markaine, Denise, Julie, and Natasha for keeping a smile on her face and allowing these past four years to run 
smoothly.  Tiara knows that she would not had been able to get through these years without her fellow classmates, so she would like to 
give a shout out to them!  

Tiara would like to dedicate her degree to her family and friends. She is blessed for her sister, Treasure; brother, Treber (TJ); father, 
Treber; grandmothers; aunts; uncles; cousins; and her best friends, who continuously supported her throughout her journey. Tiara is 
especially overwhelmed with the unconditional love that her mom has given her every step of the way. She is grateful for the 
encouragement, motivation, and most of all the prayers. “Thank you Momma, I love you.”  

After graduation, Tiara plans to continue her passion for serving the underserved. She will live by words of Maya Angelou: “My mission in 
life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some passion, some compassion, some humor, and some style.”  

Shazia, a Louisiana native, was raised in Texas, where she attended the University of Texas 
at Dallas. She earned her B.S. in Biology and eventually an M.S./M.B.A. degree in 
Healthcare Management. She also earned an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from the 
University of North Texas Health Science Center.  

During her time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Shazia was involved in a 
variety of student organizations. She served as a member of the executive board and a 
volunteer for the annual Give Kids a Smile event which provided free oral health care and 
education as well as continuity of care to children in Boston. She also served as an 
Admissions Ambassador, where she enjoyed interviewing and meeting with prospective 
dental students. Shazia was also an active member of the American Association of Women 
Dentists. She is grateful for all of these experiences that further fueled her passion for 
community outreach and honed her leadership skills.  

Shazia would like to extend her thanks to all of the didactic and clinical faculty, especially 
the Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Olympia Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and 
Karen Wallach, for their guidance, support, and mentorship which tremendously shaped 
the clinician she is today. Shazia is grateful for the lifelong friendships she cultivated at 
Tufts with friends who quickly became family. She would also like to give a special 
acknowledgement to each patient she cared for during her time at Tufts, as she learned so 
much from every one of them.   

Shazia would like to thank God for all the opportunities and experiences she has been 
blessed with. She would like to thank her parents, Dr. Shakeel and Shiru Farooqui, both for the endless love and support they have given 
her and for instilling a passion for education and lifelong learning. She would like to thank her siblings, Shaad, Mahum, Ibrahim, and 
Shoaib, for their support, frequent Facetime calls, and visits to Boston which kept her smiling these past four years. She also thanks her 
in-laws for their support. She would like to thank her husband, Mustafa; without his patience, unwavering support, and encouragement, 
dental school would not have been possible.   

After graduation, Shazia will expand her clinical skills at the Texas A&M University, where she will pursue an Advanced Education in 
General Dentistry residency program. After her residency, she looks forward to continuing to serve her community and opening her own 
practice in the future. 

Tiara Felder, D2021 

Shazia Farooqui, D2021 
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Chrislyn received a B.S. in Biology from Marian University of Indianapolis. While at Tufts, 
she was a recipient of the Stephen B. Kern, D75A Term Scholarship.

When Chrislyn was seven, she would spend hours down at the barn with her dad as he 
fiddled around with golf clubs, his old Pontiac Firebird, and random knick-knacks in the 
barn. Chrislyn’s barn time was usually spent with various sized ratchet sets and a wrench 
as she imagined extracting teeth that presented as what one would usually use to loosen 
and fasten bolts. She knew at a young age that she wanted work in the mouth. Her dream 
grew stronger and stronger with time, and she gained hundreds of reasons why she wants 
to be a dentist.  

During Chrislyn’s journey to dental school, she married her husband, Logan, in the midst 
of their undergraduate careers in Indiana and gave birth to a baby boy. Logan and her son, 
Landon, are her greatest reason, support, and love. Logan is a Godly man that has created 
a warm and loving home with Chrislyn to raise a family. Landon has cheered his momma on 
through every exam and obstacle in dental school and is very excited for the family’s next 
move to western North Carolina. Chrislyn has accepted a position with a private practice in 
the Smoky Mountains. 

Chrislyn wants to take the time to thank her parents for always supporting her family, 
especially when they made the big move from Monrovia, IN to Boston. Throughout the past 
four years, her parents visited almost monthly and Chrislyn’s mother would fly in to help 
with Landon during exam blocks. Chrislyn’s journey as a mother in dental school definitely 

took an army, and her army is a huge blessing for which she cannot express her thankfulness. Chrislyn’s parents, Toby and Nancy Church, 
are the strongest and most loving parents. Chrislyn thanks God every day for them and her sisters.  

Through the determination, testing, and applications Chrislyn found mentorship through Dr. Robert Kasberg. As she entered TUSDM, she 
knew it was a dream come true. Chrislyn found more than a dental school. She found a community that she will forever be grateful for. 
Chrislyn would like to thank Dr. Kasberg for the opportunity to grow at Tufts Dental and be a part of such an incredible experience. 

Chrislyn’s passion to go hang out at the barn and extract fake ratchet wrench teeth was not just imagined. Her uncle, Dr. Matthew Church 
D.M.D., has always been her favorite family member to visit… in the dental office for cleanings and treasure chest toys. Dr. Church is a 
dentist that she aspires to be. He fueled her drive to pursue dentistry and supported her through the trials of dental school. Fun fact: 
Chrislyn’s maiden name is Church. She and her husband contemplated Dr. Church versus Dr. Fite. The hyphenation possibility was not an 
option (self-explanatory), but she is glad that she took her husband’s last name so she can “Fite” cavities for life. 

Dr. Fisselier received his D.D.S. degree from the University of Paris in 2009 before 
continuing his education at NYU between 2009 and 2015, where he completed a one-year 
residency in Prosthodontics, a two-year residency in Implantology, and finally obtained his 
specialty in Prosthodontics after an additional three years.

Since December 2016, he has been teaching at Tufts as a full-time faculty in the 
department of Prosthodontics in the clinic and pre-clinic for pre-doctoral students as well 
as in the clinic for post-doctoral students at the Implant Center.

Dr. Fisselier would like to express his gratitude to all of his kind and supportive colleagues 
at Tufts and to his loving wife, Majken, as well as his lovely daughter, Margot, and his cat, 
Julius!

Chrislyn Fite, D2021 

Dr. Francois Fisselier, DI Faculty 2021
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Joyce was born in Kingston, Jamaica and moved first to Hawaii and then to Florida. Her 
parents encouraged her to aim high, and she became inspired to pursue dentistry after 
going on an international service trip to Panama in 2015. After receiving her B.S. degree in 
Biology with a minor in Chemistry, Joyce went on to receive an M.S. in Biomedical Sciences 
from Barry University in Miami. Soon after that, Joyce began her first year at TUSDM. 

Over the past four years, Joyce had the privilege of participating in several different 
organizations. She was actively involved in the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, 
Delta Sigma Delta dental fraternity, Health Professional Scholarship Program club, Student 
National Dental Association, and volunteered with a transitional housing organization. 
Joyce was able to represent Tufts Dental on a service-learning trip to Zambia, and it was an 
experience she will never forget.  

Joyce would like to acknowledge all her classmates who were alongside her during this 
experience and would especially like to thank her friends for pushing her to keep going. 
Joyce is grateful for the support and guidance of the exceptional faculty at TUSDM and 
would specifically like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Dr. Ronald 
Davitt, Dr. John Morgan, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Frank DeCaro, Dr. Huda Stipho, Dr. Mariam 
Margvelashvili, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Tanya Wright, Dr. Hugo Campos, and Dr. Thaisa 
Bordin for going above and beyond. 

Joyce would like to thank God for the strength He has given her that allowed her to reach 
this point. Joyce would like to thank her mother, father, grandmothers, Aunt Dor, Uncle Sam, 

 brother, and extended family for their encouragement. Joyce would like to express 
 gratitude to the very kind and supportive friend group who has been there with her 
 through the years. 

 Joyce will be settling in Virginia after graduation, where she will be doing a one-year AEGD 
 with the U.S. Navy, which was kind enough to fund her dental school education. 

Born and raised in the city of Salvador, Brazil, Camila fell in love with dentistry at an early 
age helping her mother in her dental practice during school vacations. Camila moved to 
Massachusetts in 2009 to do an ESL exchange program, where later she completed her 
undergraduate education. Camila graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science 
in Dental Hygiene in 2015 from MCPHS University. While working as a dental hygienist, 
Camila was accepted to join the Class of 2021 at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. She is grateful for the opportunity to receive a renowned education and to earn 
her D.M.D. degree at Tufts. 

Camila would like to thank everyone who helped her throughout her long educational 
journey. First of all, she thanks God for giving her health and strength, her family, and 
especially her husband, Jesse, for all the support, patience, and love. She also thanks her 
dental hygiene friends for the support and the faculty for the exceptional education.  

She would like to thank her Tufts SNDA family, who created a bond that she will cherish for 
life. She also thanks her friends, classmates, and mentors for all the support and 
encouragement. Without them, this achievement would not be possible. She thanks all the 
Tufts faculty, staff, TAs, and residents from each department and would like to extend a 
special thanks to her Fairfield Group Practice, including PCs, DPAs, and all the fourth-floor 
staff.  

After graduation, Camila plans to practice as a general dentist. She wishes her classmates 
the best of luck in their careers. 

Joyce Elizabeth Forbes, D2021 

Camila Flach, D2021 
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Tyrell was born and raised on the east side of Baltimore, Maryland where he grew up with 
his parents and two older sisters. Upon completion of high school, Tyrell went on to attend 
the illustrious Morehouse College in Atlanta, GA where he earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Psychology in 2013. He always had a curiosity for the dental profession, having 
been a patient in the chair quite often as a child. Tyrell explains, “The vision became 
clearer, and the passion became stronger for me. Dentistry found me just as much as I 
found it.”   

After successfully matriculating through Morehouse College, he later earned his M.S. 
Degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in South Florida in 2017 before 
gaining acceptance into TUSDM, where he received a Merit Scholarship, as well as the Tufts 
Dean’s Grant. He knew this would have not been possible without the guidance of great 
mentors and is extremely appreciative of Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Robert Kasberg 
for everything they have done, seeing something in him before he realized it himself. He 
also wants to extend “thank yous” to all of the professors, faculty, and staff who helped 
him create a strong foundation to stand on as he progresses into his career and provided 
an unmatched day-to-day experience at TUSDM, especially those in Group Practice 
Fairfield.  

While at Tufts, Tyrell was a member of the Student National Dental Association (SNDA) 
where he served as Diversity Co-Chair. Additionally, he was a member of ASDA, AAPHD, 
ASA, as well as serving as an Admissions Ambassador. In addition to on-campus positions, 
knowing how impactful mentorship was for him, Tyrell started a YouTube channel and 

platform with his classmate, Tyler Brown, to mentor and assist pre-dental students get into school. The platform has grown to service 
almost 10,000 aspiring and current dental students, domestic and abroad.  

Tyrell would like to give praise to God, as well as his immense support system of family, friends, and loved ones who helped him in 
unimaginable ways. A special well-deserved praise is due to his mother, Joan Bowrey, who has been there providing unconditional 
support and love through every step of this journey. He would like to thank his classmates and colleagues who became family over these 
years and will remain true for years to come. 

“Thank you for the wins and losses, thank you for the process, thank you for the seemingly endless nights studying and marathon 
practice sessions. We made it through this journey together and will be linked by this common Victory, forever.  Remember, ‘strive to be 
1% better every day and we’ll be alright’.  

To the greatest class, Tufts Dental Class of 2021, I love you all, thank you for the memories!” 

After graduation, Tyrell will continue his work increasing diversity in the field of dentistry and plans to return home to Maryland to work as 
an associate. 

Sadaf was born in Tehran, Iran. At the age of 18, she moved to the U.A.E. and earned her 
Doctor of Dental Surgery (D.D.S.) degree from Ajman University in 2013. Soon after 
graduation, she moved to the U.S. and started looking for opportunities to familiarize 
herself with the practice model in the United States. After completing several research 
projects, she became interested in dental research as well and decided to earn her Master 
of Science degree in Dental Research at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2016. 
She then continued her education at TUSDM and entered the Dental International Student 
(D.M.D.) program in 2019. 

While at Tufts, Sadaf was involved in multiple research projects. She received the 
Multicultural Award for the Advancement of Dental Research and Robert R. Andrews 
Research Honors for one of her research studies, “Silk fiber films for the slow and 
continuous release of tetracycline and doxycycline.” 

Sadaf would like to sincerely thank her mom, Shahla; dad, Mohammad Reza; brother, Sina; 
and her husband, Sarmad. Their unconditional love, continuous support, and guidance 
throughout the years were her main source of motivation to overcome obstacles. Sadaf’s 
accomplishments would not have been possible without her amazing family. 

Sadaf would also like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr. Driss Zoukhri for their support, 
guidance, and mentorship along the way. Lastly, Sadaf would like to thank the TUSDM 
faculty and staff who shaped her into the dentist she is today. 

Tyrell Omari Fridie, D2021 

Sadaf Foroutanjazi, DI2021 
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Evan grew up in Illinois, where he received a B.S. in Biology from North Central College in 
Naperville, IL and an M.S. in Biological Sciences from Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale, IL. 

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Evan participated in the Teachers and 
High School Students Program, through which he mentored students from 
underrepresented and socioeconomically disadvantaged backgrounds who were interested 
in becoming healthcare professionals. He was able to introduce the students he taught to 
the dental field by presenting actual dental school lectures and providing hands-on 
workshops with wax ups, alginate impressions, and composite fillings on typodonts and 
plastic teeth. He was also a recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship.

Evan would like to thank all the staff and faculty for their assistance in his dental school 
education. Their efforts have made an immense impact on his skills in general dentistry 
and will continue to influence him throughout his career. A highlight of his education was 
the opportunity to work in various homeless and domestic violence victim shelters, where 
he provided oral health workshops. He plans to continue working with underserved 
communities when he practices as a general dentist in Illinois after graduation. 

Lastly, Evan would like to thank his parents, Evaristo and Deborah Gallegos, his sister and 
brother-in-law, Amanda Gallegos and John Coleman, and his friends, Melanie and Brad 
Curry, for their support during his education experience. He would like to thank Marguerite 
Degenhardt, Dr. Nicole Holland, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Dr. Robert Kasberg, and all 

 the faculty at Southern Illinois University with whom he worked. Evan would also like to 
 thank all of his friends, E. J. Luna, Amanda McKane, Nicholas Dylla, Omar Garcia, Noopoor 
 Akruwala, Tyler Gill, Austin Curry, Shelby Curry, Jay Chokshi, and Arjun Gupta, to name a 
 few, for the support they provided to him in dental school. 

Adit grew up in Los Angeles, CA and headed to Atlanta, GA for his undergraduate 
education. He attended Emory University, where he received a B.S. in Neuroscience and 
Behavioral Biology. Before entering in dental school, Adit took a gap year and served as a 
research intern in Cedars-Sinai Women’s Heart Institute, where he had the opportunity to 
partake in research regarding myocardial infarction and cardiac ischemia in the female 
population. 

During his time at Tufts, Adit served as the President of both Alpha Omega and the South 
Asian Medical and Dental Association. He also served as the Vice President for the Tufts 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Club. Additionally, he spent time as a Teaching Assistant for 
the Renal and Pulmonology course, as well as a tutor for various other basic science and 
dental courses. Adit was also involved in multiple research projects, including a project 
that was accepted for presentation at the International Association for Dental Research in 
Washington, DC. He was inducted into the Robert H. Andrews Research Honor Society for 
his dedication to research during his time at Tufts. Adit was recognized on the Dean’s List 
during his second and third year and was a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship. During 
his senior year, he received the Dr. James E. Royer, D78 Endowed Scholarship for his 
continued interest in field of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.

First and foremost, Adit would like to thank his parents, Vivek and Anjana, and sister, 
Tarika, for their unconditional love and support during the four years of dental school. Adit 
would like to thank Dean Nadeem Karimbux, who served as a mentor and his PI throughout 
his education. He would also like to extend gratitude towards his Practice Coordinators, Dr. 

Karen Wallach, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, and Dr. Olympia Karacosta, for their remarkable mentorship and for making Group Practice Atlantic 
something he will always cherish. Lastly, Adit would like to thank all the faculty at TUSDM, especially Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Colette 
Catalino, Dr. Yoon Kang, Dr. Francois Fisselier, and Dr. Steven Rubin for their continuous guidance and support. 

Upon graduation, Adit has accepted a residency position at Tufts University’s Oral and Maxillofacial Residency Program.

“Congratulations Class of 2021!”

Evan R. Gallegos, D2021 

Adit Gadh, D2021 
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Michael was born and raised in Northwest Indiana and graduated from Valparaiso 
University with a B.S. in Biology and Chemistry. While there, he traveled with a 
multidisciplinary health team to Costa Rica and Nicaragua to help underserved 
communities. This trip confirmed that dentistry was the career path for him.  

During his time at Tufts, Michael grew both professionally and personally due to the 
numerous experiences and opportunities available to him. He was very proud to be part of 
the founding group that formed the Aesthetics Society in 2016 and served as Secretary for 
two years.  

Michael would like to thank all the TUSDM members, faculty, and staff for their tremendous 
expertise in helping him become a better clinician as well as their tireless efforts to 
persevere through the challenges the COVID-19 pandemic created. He would especially 
like to thank Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, and Dr. Frank DeCaro for their 
mentorship, wisdom, and advice. He would also like to thank Dr. Francois Fisselier and Dr. 
Maria Avrampou for all the knowledge they shared with him in the field of prosthodontics. 
In addition, Michael would like to thank Associate Dean Robert Kasberg for his unwavering 
support and counseling.   

Michael would especially like to thank his parents for their unconditional love and support; 
without them this would not have been possible. Michael is grateful to have made lifelong 
friends through TUSDM and would like to thank them for their encouragement and support 
throughout his dental school journey.

 After graduation, Michael plans to practice general dentistry in the greater Chicago area.

 “Best of luck to the Class of 2021!” 

Omar was born in Bogota, Colombia and moved to the United States at the age of 12 with 
his parents and sibling, seeking asylum from an economically and politically torn country. 
In the pursuit of better opportunities, they settled in Hollywood, Florida. While in high 
school, Omar earned a Practical Nursing degree (L.P.N.) from William T. McFatter Technical 
High School in Fort Lauderdale, FL in 2011. He went on to receive a B.A. degree in Biology 
with a minor in Mathematics from Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, FL in 
2015. During his undergraduate years, Omar worked on various cancer research projects 
and volunteered in medical service-learning trips abroad. It was during this time that he 
learned about the Tufts dental program and solidified his passion for dentistry. 
Furthermore, Omar earned an M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 
Miami, FL in 2015.

While at Tufts, Omar gained valuable experience he will carry with him in all aspects of his 
career. Moreover, during his time at Tufts he conducted several research projects with the 
Department of Periodontology under the guidance of Dr. Irina Dragan and Dr. Paul Levi.  He 
received a grant from the American Academy of Implant Dentistry and was part of the 
Student Research Fellowship Program. Additionally, he presented his research at Bates-
Andrews Research Day. 

Omar would like to give a special “thank you” to all the people who allowed him to attain 
his D.M.D. First off, Omar would like to thank Noopoor Akruwala, Evan Gallegos, and Luis 
Gervasio-Flores for their support. He is particularly grateful for the exceptional mentorship 
and friendship of Dr. Paul Levi and Dr. Irina Dragan throughout his four years at Tufts. They 

shaped the person and provider that he is today. Omar would like to give special thanks to Dr. Levi for sparking his passion in 
periodontology and for the guidance and advice throughout this journey. Additionally, Omar would like to thank his Practice 
Coordinators, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Karen Wallach, for their dedication to the pursuit of excellence and 
always holding Omar to a high clinical standard. Omar would not have been able to gain his clinical confidence without the help from Dr. 
Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Boris Bacanurschi, Dr. Livia Valverde, Dr. Shivani Patel, Dr. Vasiliki Tsakalelli, and Dr. Aidee Herman.

Most importantly, Omar would like to thank his parents, Jose Garcia and Luz Chacon, and his brother, Andres Garcia, for the love, 
support, and motivation throughout his career. As the first person in his family to graduate college and now to obtain a professional 
degree, Omar dedicates his D.M.D. degree to his mom and dad who supported him through this journey. He would like to acknowledge 
his dad and mom for making the sacrifice for him and his sibling to move to a different country and leave their lives behind for their 
future. “Thank you because without you I would not be the person I am today.” 

“Congratulations Class of 2021!”

Michael Gariup, D2021 

Omar Garcia, D2021
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Chris was born and raised in Center Conway, New Hampshire. Growing up in rural New 
Hampshire gave him an appreciation for the outdoors, and he has always enjoyed 
numerous activities including skiing, fishing, and hiking. From an early age, Chris knew 
that he wanted to pursue a career that involved working with his hands and creating. This 
led to an interest in the sciences and ultimately to attending the University of New 
Hampshire, where he received a B.S. in Biology in 2014. After college, Chris spent two 
years working at Brigham and Women’s Hospital researching cancer cell biology, therapies, 
and epidemiology. 

While at TUSDM, Chris focused on expanding his clinical and didactic skills and pursuing 
quality dentistry, which allowed him to serve as a clinical Teaching Assistant in Group 
Practice Fairfield. His greatest fulfillment came from working with and aiding his fellow 
classmates in the clinical setting as well as fostering interprofessional relationships with 
classmates and faculty alike. Chris also received the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship while at 
Tufts.

Chris would like to extend heartful thanks and appreciation to his Practice Coordinators, 
Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, for their constant 
support and mentorship. Chris would also like to thank Denise Tran and Julie Fleck for their 
tireless efforts in ensuring the smooth operations of clinic and always being smiling and 
friendly faces at TUSDM.  

Chris is fully aware that his success in dental school would not be possible if not for the 
support of his incredible friends and family. He is forever grateful for the love and support of his parents, his amazing wife, Jamie, and the 
encouragement and tutelage of his extended family.  

Following graduation, Chris will join his sister-in-law, Lauren McDonough D13, and her husband Andrew De La Rosa D12, in their practice 
in South Florida.  

Luis received a D.D.S. from the Universidad Central de Venezuela in Caracas (UCV), 
Venezuela in 2002. Luis then worked as an associate in a dental office in Caracas, while 
simultaneously teaching dental technicians at UNEFA. Luis’s continued passion for 
dentistry motivated him to return to UCV, where he received a post-graduate degree in 
Orthodontics in 2009.   

Due to political and social instability in Venezuela, Luis was forced to abandon his country, 
but not his dream of practicing dentistry. Luis left behind his country, friends, and family, 
but he knew his dream retained a higher purpose. With unwavering determination, he 
packed his bags and arrived in the U.S. Luis’s dream remains unchanged to this day; he 
wishes to excel as a dentist and provide care to underserved patients who may possess 
barriers to obtaining proper dental treatment.  

Luis firmly believes that the learning process in dentistry is never-ending. During his 
journey at Tufts, Luis had the opportunity to gain experience and knowledge in all facets of 
dentistry. He was also able to continue his passion for teaching by assisting his classmates 
in any way possible. Luis believes that it is rewarding to help patients who come from low 
socioeconomic backgrounds and marginalized communities. He empathizes with these 
patients and bears witness to the fact that a multidisciplinary approach can indeed help 
them obtain the care they need.   

By speaking both Spanish and English fluently, he believes he can make a meaningful 
contribution to diverse communities. Following graduation, Luis will work in a private 

 practice in South Florida, where communities flow with rich Latin cultural complexities.  

Luis can never forget his Tufts family and the people who helped him in his journey. He wants to firstly thank Dr. Ronald Perry, who 
provided him with the faith he needed to be a part of Tufts Dental. With trust and guidance, Dr. Perry helped and supported Luis during 
the entire process. Secondly, he would like to thank Drs. Hugo Campos and Mirian Belussi, who taught him how to become a skillful 
dentist without losing his Latin essence. Thirdly, Luis wants to thank Dr. Alberto Sarmiento for treating him as a talented yet humble 
international dentist and providing consistent mentorship. In addition, he thanks Dr. Rocio Saavedra, who trusted him to be a pediatric 
dental liaison, while also allowing him to become a pediatric TA as a third-year international student. Furthermore, Luis would like to 
thank Drs. Leopoldo Correa, Aidee Herman, Boris Bacanurschi, Judith Goldstein, Shivani Patel, Vasiliki Tsakalelli, Pilar Sanchez, Francois 
Fisselier, Thaisa Bordin, and Samah Bukhari, who were there to guide him with wise and kind words during his clinical procedures. They 
helped him return functional and esthetic demands to his patients, not only with the aim of making them smile with their mouths, but 
with their eyes as well. Lastly but not least, he wants to thank his friends and now colleagues, Dr. Noopoor Akruwala and Dr. Omar Garcia, 
who became his family during this journey in Boston.    

Christopher Getchell, D2021 

Luis F. Gervasio-Flores, DI2021 



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  49

.

Chelsea grew up in Massachusetts in a small town on Cape Cod. She attended the 
University of New Hampshire, where she received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Chemistry 
with a minor in Business in 2015. She then proceeded to get her Master’s in Biomedical 
Sciences from Tufts University School of Medicine in 2017 before matriculating with the 
Class of 2021 at TUSDM. At Tufts, she was a recipient of the Dr. Pauline Fuller Persons, 
D30, Endowed Scholarship for Women Dental Students.

While at Tufts, Chelsea participated in the highly selective Esthetic Elective Program. Under 
the mentorship of Dr. Aikaterini Papathanasiou and several postgraduate residents, 
Chelsea learned invaluable esthetic and prosthodontic skills and techniques while having 
the opportunity to observe remarkable dental transformations. Chelsea regards this as her 
most rewarding and unforgettable experience at Tufts Dental. 

Chelsea would like to thank her Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, 
Dr. David Paul, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, for all their direction and support. Chelsea would also 
like to extend her gratitude to Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Maria Avrampou, Dr. Amit Sachdeo, 
and Dr. James Theodore for guiding her to become the clinician she is today and making 
her time at Tufts most memorable.  

Chelsea would like to say “thank you” to the lifelong friends she made at Tufts, the friends 
who kept her sane, who she could laugh and cry with through all the ups and downs and at 
the end of the day celebrate successes with. She cannot wait to see how they all thrive 
both professionally and personally in the future. 

Last but certainly not least, Chelsea wishes to thank her family for their unwavering love and support throughout her long journey to the 
D.M.D. finish line. Chelsea’s accomplishments would not have been possible without the encouragement from her mother, Mary Ellen; 
her siblings, Joseph, Jillian, and Hailee; and her life partner, George.  

Following graduation Chelsea plans to work in community health dentistry in the South Shore area of Massachusetts. 

Shawn graduated from George Mason University with a B.S. degree in Neuroscience. 

Chelsea Gibbs, D2021 

Shawn Ghods, D2021
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Lindsay grew up in Killingworth, Connecticut and attended Western Connecticut State 
University, where she graduated with a B.A. in Biology in 2013. She then went on to attend 
the University of Nebraska at Kearney and graduated with an M.S. in Biology in 2017.   

While at Tufts, Lindsay was the co-founder and President of the Left-Handed Dentistry 
Organization. She also served on the e-board of the Academy of Sports Dentistry. During 
the 2020-2021 academic year, she was also selected as a fellow for the ADEA Academic 
Dental Careers Fellowship program and worked closely with her mentor, Dr. Dara Rogers, to 
help ease the transition from pre-clinical classes to clinical activities for underclassmen.  
She was also an active member of the American Academy of Public Health Dentistry and 
the American Academy of Women Dentists. She was selected as a to partake in the Tufts 
Health Literacy Incentive program during her first year as well. Lindsay was selected to be a 
member of the clinical student Teaching Assistant program in Group Practice Fairfield. All of 
these experiences helped shape her into the person she is today and made her time at 
Tufts memorable. While at Tufts, she received the American Dental Partners Foundation 
Scholarship.

Lindsay would like to thank her Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez 
Gusmao, Dr. Paul Trombly, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, for helping her become the clinician she 
is today. Additionally, she would like to thank Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Rocio Saavedra, Dr. 
Miriam Margvelashvili, and Dr. Ala Ali for their continued guidance and mentorship during 
her time at TUSDM. She would also like to thank Dr. Dara Rogers for her support and 
guidance. Lindsay would also like to thank Julie Fleck, Denise Tran, Flavio Ferreira and  

 Patti Casey for always helping to keep the wheels turning and picking up the pieces 
 whenever necessary.  

Lindsay would like to thank the wonderful, lifelong friends she met while at Tufts. She will be forever grateful for the support, fun, and 
laughter that they supplied during their four years together. Lindsay wishes each of them the best of luck with their futures and knows 
they will continue to cheer each other on through the years.  Lindsay would especially like to thank “The Tendies”, without whom her time 
at Tufts would have not been the same.  

Last, but not certainly not least, Lindsay would like to thank her parents, Ed and Joanne; her brothers, Kevin and Patrick; and the rest of 
her support system for picking her up in the down times and cheering her on during the good. Without their unwavering love and 
encouragement, none of this would be possible.  

Following graduation, Lindsay plans on attending a GPR at Yale – New Haven Hospital.   

Lauren grew up in Walpole, Massachusetts. She graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst in 2014 with a B.S. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and a 
B.S. in Psychology. In the three years between undergrad and dental school, she worked 
two jobs, one as a Medical Technologist at Athena Diagnostics and the other as a Molecular 
Diagnostics Technician at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. During her two years at Brigham 
and Women’s, she performed clinical testing and cancer research. She found a passion in 
working with cancer that led her to seek out Dr. Addy Alt-Holland’s lab, which focuses on 
Basal Cell Carcinoma. Under the mentorship of Dr. Alt-Holland, Lauren was a recipient of 
the Tufts Summer Research Fellowship in 2019 and 2020. She presented her research at 
the Tufts Bates-Andrews Research Day in 2020 and 2021 and was inducted into the Robert 
R. Andrews Honor Society. Lauren would like to thank those who helped her to conduct her 
research, lab technician Tatiana Mendes; research intern, Sima Kasraie; and fellow Tufts 
student, Matt Evers. Lauren would like to extend the most gratitude to Dr. Addy Alt-Holland, 
who always saw her potential and motivated her to be the best version of herself in and out 
of the lab. 

Lauren was the ADEA treasurer from 2018 to 2020, a STEAM presenter for school age girls 
from 2019 to 2020, and participated in events for Tufts Smile Squad, Give Kids a Smile 
Day, and the Hispanic Dental Association. Lauren would like to thank her mentor, Dr. Paul 
Leavis, who mentored her for all four years. She would like to thank all of the TUSDM 
faculty and staff for their mentorship and guidance throughout her dental school career. 
She would like to especially thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Richard Harold, Dr. 

Theano Eliopoulos, and Dr. Edward Fidrocki, as well as the DPAs, dispensary staff, and dental assistants. In addition, Lauren would like to 
thank Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Nitu Singh, and Maria Avrampou for helping to shape her into the clinician and person she is today. 

Lauren would like to thank her friends and family for their continuous love, support, and encouragement to reach her dreams of becoming 
a dentist. She learned the true meaning of “it takes a village.”  She would like to thank her parents, Debby and Paul Glynn, who never 
wavered in their confidence in her and single handedly got her to her fixed prosth requirement. She would also like to thank her best 
friend and love, Tim Coyne, who kept her laughing every single day for the past four years. Last and certainly not least, she would to give 
the biggest horns up to The Group, without whom she would have never made it through.  

After graduation, Lauren will be working as a dental associate in the greater Boston area. 

Lindsay Gorman, D2021 

Lauren Glynn, D2021 
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Chun was born in Taipei, Taiwan and raised in Denver, Colorado. He graduated from the 
University of Colorado-Denver with a B.S. degree in Biology and a B.A. degree in 
International Studies. Chun then received an M.S. degree in Biological Sciences from 
Mississippi College. He will be the first dentist in his family. 

While at Tufts, Chun was extremely grateful for the opportunity to participate in the CSLE 
externship site at Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center in Dorchester, MA. He will 
never forget the amazing experiences he received that helped boost his speed and 
confidence in various procedures. He was also a recipient of the Dr. John S. Wolkowicz and 
Family Endowed Scholarship during his time at Tufts.

Chun would like to thank his Charlestown Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, 
David Paul, and Denisa Stasa, for providing phenomenal guidance, support, and 
mentorship. He would also like to recognize Drs. BiNa Oh, Nitu Singh, Gustavo Mahn, 
Marcelo Suzuki, Duangkamol Blankenship, Ronald Davitt, and Daniel Lee for continuously 
providing excellent clinical guidance. Additionally, Chun would like to thank Tangy Person 
and the rest of the third-floor front desk and dispensary staff for being a delight to work 
with. 

Above all, Chun would like to express his deepest appreciation to his father and mother, 
Chwengeng and Yutai Guo, for all their continuous love and support. He would also like to 
thank his fiancée, Linda Le, for her unconditional love, patience, and encouragement every 
step of the way. “This would not have been possible without you.” 

 After graduation, Chun plans to return to Colorado to get married and practice  
 general dentistry. 

In 2016, Sammie received a B.S. in Pharmacology and Toxicology from the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences University. She was a dental technician, a real 
estate agent, a volunteer caretaker for injured or orphaned wildlife, and a student in 
Boston University’s dental assistant program before she became a dental student at Tufts!  

As a dental student that lived with her family, life was quite busy. In her free time, she 
baked cheesecakes, created works of visual art, and cuddled with her three fur babies, 
Yeti, Lily, and Chiba. They say that “life is full of surprises” and Tufts was the home of many 
beginnings. This is where she met wonderful friends, mentors, and even her other half! 
Like a second home, it was a place where she created many precious memories.  

When Sammie became a provider to patients in her third year, it was a journey to self-
discovery. She loved working with the adult population and wanted to help them as much 
as she could to the best of her ability. Day by day, she realized the importance of 
prevention at a young age and how it affects a patient’s life in their future. Sammie is now 
determined to become a pediatric dentist one day, no matter how long or how hard the 
road ahead may be. If there is anything she would want to tell her Tufts family before 
leaving on her journey, it would be to never give up on their dreams.  

Sammie would like to give her sincerest thanks to her family, friends, and mentors for all of 
their love and support. She would also like to specially thank Dr. Aidee Herman, who has 
been her mentor since day one, for being an angel on her journey. She is forever grateful 
and can never thank everyone enough for everything they have done. 

Chun Guo, D2021 

Samantha Guan, D2021 
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Robina earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree from Liaquat University of Medical 
and Health Sciences in Jamshoro, Pakistan with distinction in Operative Dentistry, 
Orthodontics, and Human Anatomy. After residency at Punjab Dental Hospital in Lahore, 
Pakistan, she practiced as a general dentist for ten years in her private clinic, which was 
named after her father. 

After moving to the U.S., she spent a few years with her kids to give them her undivided 
attention. When the kids started school, she decided to go back to her passion and chosen 
profession, dentistry. Coming back to dentistry was a daunting task which was made 
possible by continuous motivation and mentorship from her brothers, Samim Raza and 
Sohail Saeed. She started a preceptorship at the University of Connecticut in 2014 and 
then trained as an orthodontic assistant in Connecticut. While preparing for the advanced 
standing program applications, she worked as an orthodontic assistant in Wallingford, CT, 
where she was mentored by her employer, Dr. Sheeba Zaidi, who is also a TUSDM alumna. 

At Tufts, Robina learned to accept herself as who she is with all the positives and 
negatives, to believe in herself, and to be her own leader and best friend. She is grateful to 
Dr. Ronald Perry, whose calming voice and encouraging attitude made this difficult journey 
easy and enjoyable, and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, who gave her this opportunity. She is 
forever thankful to her assigned Practice Coordinator, Dr. Paul Trombly, who was like a 
father, a mentor, a teacher, and a friend who prepared her for real life challenges and 
difficulties.  

Robina is grateful to Almighty Allah for all the blessings in life, especially her late father, Saeed Mohammad, who always believed in her 
and motivated her to pursue her dreams and her mother, Rasulan Begum, who taught her to work hard for her goals. She is also thankful 
to her sisters, Samina Khan and Sajida Hafeez, for their love and care and is grateful for her friend, Yasmeen Durrani, who was a great 
moral support during this tough journey.  

Robina believes that her dental education at Tufts would not have been possible without the unconditional financial, emotional, and 
domestic support from her husband, Habib Rehman, who stood by her through all the stressful moments. She also acknowledges the 
contribution and support from her little cheerleader, her daughter, Aiza Habib, and her encouraging and wise son, Ayyan Habib, who 
always believed in her and helped her to stay positive and motivated and kept her going. 

Robina plans to practice as a general dentist after graduation. She will continue her passion for writing and poetry and will print her 
books in the near future. She also wants to create a motivational and mentorship platform to help youth in South Asian countries. 

Arjun was born and raised in Kolkata, India before he moved to Seattle, WA at the age of 
eight. After graduating high school, he continued his education at the University of 
California, Berkeley, graduating with a B.A. in Integrative Biology and Music in 2015 (Go 
Bears!). While at Berkeley, Arjun had the opportunity to be a student instructor for Human 
Anatomy and Human Physiology. It was then that he discovered his love of education and 
teaching which followed him all the way to Boston. Leaving behind sunny California, Arjun 
matriculated to TUSDM to realize his calling as a dentist. 

At dental school, Arjun sought to marry together his passion for community health and love 
for education. This endeavor led him to join Sharewood Dental, where he began as the 
Fundraising Chair and eventually became its Co-President in his third year. Working 
alongside the tireless team at Sharewood Dental, he provided free oral health screenings 
and fluoride treatments to countless patients during his three years at Sharewood. At Tufts, 
as his academic journey progressed, his love for teaching inspired him to become a 
Teaching Assistant for Tissue Biology, Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology, Medicine 2, 
Endodontics, Epidemiology, and ICP. His efforts as a TA earned him the William W. and 
Usha N. Sellers Scholarship for teaching two years in a row.  

Arjun’s passion for teaching eventually evolved into a drive to promote dental education. 
He became heavily involved with the American Dental Education Association (ADEA). He 
started off as a member participating in the first ever District 1 Hackathon, where his team 
presented a novel dental school curriculum to various deans and program directors from 
dental schools in the area. The following semester, Arjun was appointed as the District 1 

Events Chair. At the 2020 Hackathon competition, Arjun returned as a coach and helped his team win the first-place prize.  

Despite a busy schedule, Arjun always did his best to appreciate those around him who always looked out for his well-being. Whether 
this was fetching specific doughnuts from Dunkin’ for his front desk, various milk tea drinks for his colleagues, or cooking meals for his 
friends and church family, he enjoyed every minute of it.  

Arjun owes every ounce of his success to his friends, faculty, and especially his family. He received invaluable guidance and support from 
numerous faculty and staff members at TUSDM. He would like to thank his Back Bay Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Leader, Michael 
McQueen, Armond Enos, and Maria Torres. He would also like to thank Drs. Dara Rogers, Irina Dragan, Kanchan Ganda, Mark Lerman, 
Tanya Wright, Michael Thompson, Robert Amato, Elinor Alon, and Professor Kathy Dolan who encouraged his journey into academia. 
Above all, Arjun gives thanks to God, without whom he would be nothing.  

After graduation Arjun plans will be completing a one-year residency at the Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry (UoP), after which he will 
pursue a residency in Endodontics on the West Coast. 

Robina Habib, DI2021 

Arjun Gupta, D2021 
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Omar is a Lebanese-American dental student and entrepreneur who seeks to maximize his 
impact through positive change and hard work. Omar is a driven and relentless individual 
who was born in Al-Safireh, Lebanon. He moved to the United States as an adolescent. 

Growing up, Omar found a strong drive towards career and impact. He completed his high 
school diploma and Associate of Arts simultaneously in three years at Clear Horizons Early 
College High School and San Jacinto College. He then graduated with a B.S. from the 
University of Houston as the school’s youngest graduate at 18 years old. 

Upon graduating from college, Omar took to developing his communication skills and 
business acumen through working as a realtor in Houston; he also tutored countless 
subjects ranging from middle school level courses to college level multivariable calculus. 
Omar entered Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2017 with a commitment to 
continue thriving through his American Dream. While at Tufts, he received the Dr. Frederick 
A. Romberg A26, D29 Endowed Scholarship.

During dental school, Omar was unwavering in his efforts to impact the world. In addition 
to completing a Master’s in Public Health with his Doctorate in Dental Medicine, Omar 
founded and scaled “Box for Health”, a 501c3 nonprofit aimed at bringing health 
education to children world-wide. There he led a team of more than 30 individuals to 
deliver health education to more than 4,000 children. As the organization’s founder, he 
took on numerous responsibilities to lead additional projects including emergency relief 
efforts serving hundreds of families in his home country. In February 2021, Omar assumed 

the role of Board Chairman at “Box for Health”, collaborating with nine field experts to continue the mission of Box for Health. His co-
founder, Alia Osseiran, took the role of President to lead the volunteer and intern team by his side. 

In 2020, Omar entered and graduated from the Clinton Global Institute University (CGI U) and earned the title of “Global Commitment-
Maker”; through CGI U, Omar collaborates with commitment-makers worldwide to make the world a better place. Omar’s impact has been 
felt by individuals in Lebanon, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Iraq, and the Ivory Coast. Omar believes that impact comes before accomplishment 
and is thankful for all the opportunities and adventures with which he has been blessed. 

As graduation nears, Omar finds many things to be thankful for, including his postgraduate position as Managing Clinical Director at 
Aspen Dental in Paducah, Kentucky, the “Box for Health” team and all their work to implement a clear vision, and the mentors and friends 
that he made over the past four years. Omar is especially thankful for Dr. Wael Att, Dr. Mary Jane Hanlon, Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dean 
Nadeem Karimbux, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Noelle Roop, Dr. Steven Rubin, Dean Huw Thomas, and Professor Louis Paolucci. Their influence 
will be felt throughout his life, and he will always hold their voices near to his heart. Lastly, and most importantly, Omar is thankful for his 
parents who taught him that, “no matter the circumstances, the strong prevail.” 

Inkyu was born in South Korea and moved to the United States when he was fifteen years 
old. He earned a B.S. degree in Molecular Biology from University of Wisconsin - Madison 
in 2009 and an M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Rutgers University in 2016.   

While at Tufts, he had pleasure of being a member of Service with A Smile, working with 
Professor Kathryn Dolan, Dr. Gerard Kugel, and Dr. John Morgan to provide dental 
screenings for veterans at the New England Center and Home for Veterans. Inkyu was on 
the Dean’s List during his first year and enjoyed investigating the dental care delivery 
system to the Hispanic population in the U.S. and presenting the research on Bates Day.   

Inkyu would like to thank his mentor, Dr. Aidee Herman, for her love and support 
throughout his years at Tufts. He would also like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg and Dr. 
Michael Thompson for coaching him through the difficult challenges he faced during his 
time at Tufts. In addition, he would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Olympia 
Karacosta, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Karen Wallach, all of his didactic, pre-clinical, and 
clinical instructors, and especially the front desk staff, Jacqueline Kulas, Alyx Ortiz, Valerie 
Distefano, Tommy Rivera, and Sarita Hampton.  

Upon graduation, Inkyu plans to stay in Massachusetts as a general practitioner.  

Omar Harmouche, D2021 

Inkyu Han, D2021 
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Emerly was born in Taipei, Taiwan and moved to California when she was 14 years old. Her 
hometown, Beitou, is known for its hot springs, sulfur deposits, and fumaroles. In 2015, 
she received a B.S. in Human Biology from the University of California in San Diego. 

During her time at UCSD, she was an active member of the Pre-Dental Society, volunteering 
at UCSD Student-Run Free Dental Clinics as a dental assistant, x-ray technician, and 
rotating manager. She then went on to work at a dental lab for one year. Her other 
volunteer work included time with the USNS Mercy hospital ship during Pacific Partnership 
2016 at the Philippines and Timor-Leste. 

Emerly enjoyed continuing her dedication to volunteerism during dental school. Her 
passion for patient education and access to care for diverse populations was expressed 
through work with the Sharewood Project, Service with a Smile, Team Smile, and the Asian 
Dental Organization Community Service Committee.  She was also one of students selected 
to complete the extracurricular Health Literacy Intensive to train leaders in health literacy. 
Emerly volunteered at the Mini Medical School to inspire other young students to pursue 
careers in STEM. Other activities she participated include the DAV 5k and the 26.2-mile 
Tough Ruck. During COVID, Emerly successfully passed her NBDE Part II, CDCA OSCE, and 
CDCA Endo/Prosth. She also baked her first cake, listened to numerous audiobooks, made 
face shields for the community, and competed in a 90-day Spanish challenge. 

Emerly wishes she had more time and space to thank the many people who helped her 
along her dental school path. She would like to thank her Dorchester PCs, Dr. Edward 

Fidrocki and Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, who patiently guided her through the clinic flow and patient communication. She also thanks her 
DPAs, Allyson, Mena, and Lou, for helping her navigate the complicated Axium scheduling and cancellations. She wants to thank the 
dispensary staff who are always the first to arrive and last to leave. 

Emerly’s mentor, Dr. Shubha Nanda, has been an inspiring presence to listen and encourage her throughout dental school.  She extends 
her gratitude to her D20 big, Qian Lin, for her constant positivity and kindness along the way. She also wants to thank Idan Davidyan D20 
for his fabulous pep talk prior to her first extraction. Emerly would like to thank the Lang family for the social support during COVID and 
her best friends, Irene and Jamie, for keeping her on track.  

Following graduation Emerly will begin her AEGD with University of Connecticut at Farmington. You may find her twirling like a Disney 
princess in the New England snow or stuck on the side of the road. 

Sophia was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland. She graduated from Johns Hopkins 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Behavioral Biology and a minor in Psychology 
in 2015. She then went on to receive a Master’s of Health Science in Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health in 2016.  

During her four years at Tufts, Sophia was involved in a variety of student organizations 
and served on the Wellness Committee with Dr. Christina Pastan. She was the Director for 
ASDA’s Smile, Share, and Care community outreach program, providing oral health 
education to the children at the YMCA after school program. During her second and third 
year, she served as a student volunteer then trip leader for the global service-learning 
outreach to underserved communities in Jamaica. Sophia would like to thank Dr. John 
Morgan from the Department of Public Health for his mentorship in global service-learning. 
During her fourth year, she was a member of the TUSDM Implant Selective Program. Sophia 
earned recognition on the Dean’s List each year, was awarded the Merit Scholarship, and 
was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Research Honor Society.   

Sophia is grateful for the relationships she built during her time at TUSDM. Sophia would 
like to thank her Group Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Dr. Theano 
Eliopoulos, and Dr. Richard Harold, as well as Group Dorchester DPAs, assistants, and 
dispensary staff for all their guidance, patience, and support during her clinical years. 
Sophia would also like to give a special “thank you” to Dr. Christina Pastan for being a 
continuous mentor and friend throughout her four years at Tufts and for teaching her how 
to be resilient and remain grounded during life’s ups and downs.  

Sophia is forever grateful for all the friendships she made at TUSDM that kept her smiling throughout her four years. She would not have 
been able to get through dental school without their constant support, entertainment, and laughs. 

Sophia would like to give a special “thank you” to her father, Dr. Richard Heitmiller; mother, Dr. Eugenie Heitmiller; and sisters, Kerry 
Heitmiller and Catherine Casella, for their undying love and support throughout her life and for encouraging her to pursue her dream of 
becoming a dentist.  

After graduation, Sophia plans to complete an AEGD in Winslow, AZ. She wishes the best of luck to all her classmates.  

Emerly Hsu, D2021 

Sophia Heitmiller, D2021 
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Daisy was born and raised in China. After high school, she came to the U.S. for her 
undergraduate studies. She earned her B.S. in Biopsychology from Tufts University, 
graduating magna cum laude. She was actively involved with the Pre-Dental Society, 
serving as President of the club. She became a double Jumbo by continuing her dental 
education with Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. While in dental school, she 
participated in the Dominican Republic global service-learning trip with the Hispanic 
International Mission, where she met her future Group Practice Coordinator, Dr. Paul 
Trombly, from whom she continuously learned throughout four years. Daisy excelled 
throughout dental school as a Dean’s List honoree and recipient of Merit Scholarship  
every year.  

Dental school has been the most challenging yet most rewarding journey for Daisy, and she 
would not have been able to accomplish what she has without the continuous support from 
her family. Daisy would like to express her gratitude for her parents, Canhui Huang and 
Yanping Chen, for their unwavering faith and love throughout life. She would also like to 
thank her fiancé, Tom Ma, for having her back through all the ups and downs.  

Daisy would like to thank all the faculty at TUSDM for teaching her how to practice dentistry 
with great skills, knowledge, and compassion, especially Dr. Linda Marinello, Dr. Paul 
Trombly, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez 
Gusmao, and Dr. Frank DeCaro. She would also like to acknowledge the work put in by 
Denise Tran, Julie Fleck, and Flavio Ferreira to make clinic run smoothly. Lastly, Daisy 
thanks all the close friends in school who made dental school a much more enjoyable 

 experience and wishes them best of luck in the future.  

 After graduation, Daisy will practice as a general dentist in Washington state.   

Henry was born and raised in Lexington, MA. He graduated magna cum laude from 
Northeastern University in 2017 with a B.S. degree in Health Science.  

In his undergraduate career, Henry was an avid powerlifter and was ranked second 
nationally in the 2017 USAPL Collegiate division. He was also involved in research and 
discovered his passion for surgery during a yearlong internship at Metrowest Oral Surgical 
Associates in Milford, MA. He would like to thank Drs. Steven Pittman, John Ouano, and 
Wael Youseff for their advice, time, and mentorship throughout the years. 

At TUSDM, Henry was an active member of multiple Tufts organizations, most notably 
serving as the president of the Tufts OMFS Club. He also enjoyed being involved as a 
Teaching Assistant in the Clinical Anatomy and Dental Anatomy courses. He was an annual 
recipient of the Merit Scholarship for his academic performance since 2017. 

In the Back Bay Clinic, Henry would like to thank Drs. David Leader, Maria Torres, and 
Armond Enos for their guidance and instruction in clinic. He would also like to thank Drs. 
Steven Rubin and Joey Chang for their mentorship and support, especially in their 
guidance for helping him pursue a post-graduate education in Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery. 

Last but not least, Henry would like to thank his parents, Ely Phlek and Dr. Chien-Yu Hsu 
DI90, his sister, his fiancée and her parents, and all of his friends for their continuing love 
and support. He would not be where he is today without them. After graduation, Henry will 
begin his education at Yale - New Haven Hospital for a four-year residency in Oral & 
Maxillofacial Surgery. 

 “Congratulations and best of luck to the Class of 2021!” 

 

Daisy Yun Huang, D2021 

Henry Hsu, D2021 
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Dede Hyde grew up in Dakar, Senegal, where she obtained a B.D.S. in 2002. She moved to 
the U.S. in 2003 and worked as a dental assistant in Endodontics, General Dentistry, 
Periodontics, and Orthodontics. In 2010, Dede returned to school at Wichita State 
University and obtained a B.S. degree in Biomedical Science with a major in Biology and a 
minor in Chemistry. In 2012, Dede and her husband welcomed two beautiful twin boys. 
With the help of her mom and husband, she was able to resume school three months later 
after giving birth and graduated cum laude. 

While at TUSDM, Dede Hyde served as Secretary of African Diaspora United from 2019 to 
2021. She was a member of the Christian Medical and Dental Association, Parent Student 
Association, SNDA, and Delta Sigma Delta. Dede volunteered with organizations including 
Mission of Mercy and Meals on Wheels.

Dede Hyde is grateful to the Almighty God for giving her the strength to rise above all the 
obstacles during her dental education journey here in the U.S. Dede would like to thank 
her loving husband, George: “Honey, thank you for always being by my side, guiding me 
throughout tough situations and always helping me.” Dede also thanks her adorable twin 
boys, Neal and Nolan, for being so strong and patient with her. “Neal and Nolan, it was not 
easy to see me go every time I had to leave for school, but you stayed strong and 
supportive, you are my champions, I love you!” To her loving husband and boys, Dede 
would like to say, “We did it!” 

Dede thanks her mom and her late father for inculcating in her such an excellent  
 work ethic.  

Dede expresses gratitude to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alberto Sarmiento, Olympia Karacosta, Karen Wallach, and the Group Atlantic 
DPA, Jacqueline Kulas. She also thanks Drs. Robert Kasberg, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Nicole Holland, E. Leo Whitworth Jr., Azita 
Khanbodaghi, and her mentor, Dr. Kanchan Ganda. Lastly, Dede extends appreciation to all the professors and staff who contributed to 
her learning process. 

Upon graduation, Dede plans to work in private practice in Wichita, Kansas. 

Reynaldo received his B.S. in Biomedical Sciences with a minor in Biophysics from the 
University of South Florida. He subsequently earned his M.S. in Medical Sciences from the 
USF Morsani College of Medicine and matriculated into dental school with a Dean’s Grant 
Scholarship.   

Reynaldo thanks Jesus Christ, his King and Savior for the gracious blessings He has 
allowed into his life. Without, Him none of this would be possible, none of this would be 
worth it. Thanks should also be given to Jay and Diana, Rhianna, Pearlie, Curtis, Marilyn, 
Robin, Pedro, Kate, Victor, Michael, Julio, Sassy, Daisy, Sasha, Nico, and Gigi. “Thank you 
for the love, support, and motivation. Thank you for your patience and kindness. Even if 
you are only alive as thoughts in my heart or voices in memories, you are and will always 
be my home.” 

Reynaldo is especially grateful for the guidance and mentorship offered by the 
administrative faculty, including Dr. Robert Kasberg and Dr. Michael Thompson. Their 
impact upon his education cannot be overstated and the friendship they both offered 
made a world of difference in his life. He offers thanks and appreciation to all the 
preclinical and clinical faculty and staff at TUSDM. Their instruction was fundamental for 
his clinical skills and experience, and he cannot wait to put them into practice.  

Reynaldo gives an enormous shout out to Group Practice Fairfield, its instructors, and 
fellow students. He is so glad to have spent these semesters learning from and alongside 
them. He gives deep thanks to Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Frank DeCaro, 

Ronald Davitt, Francois Fisselier, Maria Avrampou, Mariam Margvelashvili, Kwang Min Park, Colette Catalino, Rocio Saavedra, Meletia 
Laskou, and all others who were a blessing during his journey in Boston. He also shouts out the personal friends that he made 
throughout his time here at Tufts. “You all mean the most. You guys are the best.”

Deeply appreciative of his blessings in dentistry, Reynaldo looks forward to beginning his GPR training at Montefiore in the Bronx.  
Eventually, he hopes to practice dentistry while making a positive impact upon at-risk, high-need patient populations. All in all, Reynaldo 
is enthusiastically thankful for the friends and memories made, the defining challenges, and for his journey here at Tufts Dental. “Go 
Jumbos! Congrats Class of 2021! God bless you all in Jesus Christ’s Mighty Name!” 

 “He has told you, mortal one, what is good; And what does YHVH require of you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly 
with your God?” Micah 6:8 

” The one who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and the one who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 
and I will love him and will reveal Myself to him.” John 14:21 

Reynaldo Jackson, D2021 

Dede Hyde, D2021
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Sheena was born in Toronto, Canada and raised in Tampa, Florida. She attended Nova 
Southeastern University and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.  

During her four years at Tufts Dental, Sheena had the pleasure of being a member of Smile 
Squad, Give Kids a Smile, and AAWD, where she served on the e-board as social chair.  

Sheena would like to thank her amazing parents, Sanjiv and Seema, who were 
instrumental in her success because of their daily encouragement, support, and love. She 
would like to give a special “thank you” to her dad for their daily phone calls and always 
being there with the best advice after a rough day and being there to keep her grounded. 
Without her parents’ hard work and sacrifices, Sheena would not be where she is today. 
Sheena is thankful to her siblings, Sanjula and Sahil, who have supported and cheered her 
on from the beginning. Their love and support helped her achieve her dream.  

Sheena would like to express gratitude for the guidance and support of Tufts’ tremendous 
administration, faculty, and staff, and most importantly her Practice Coordinators, Dr. 
Karen Wallach, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, for providing continuous 
mentorship and always pushing her and shaping her into a confident dentist always eager 
to learn. She also would like to thank the patients for whom she cared during her time at 
Tufts. Each taught her something new and helped cultivate her to be a better clinician.  

Upon graduation, Sheena will complete a general practice residency at the Brooklyn 
Hospital Center in New York.  

Shelby grew up in Romeo, Michigan and graduated from Michigan State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Nutritional Sciences in 2017. After earning her degree, 
Shelby was accepted into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM).  

While attending TUSDM from 2017 to 2021, Shelby was awarded the Merit Scholarship 
and earned recognition on the Dean’s List every year. During her time at TUSDM, she 
participated in several clubs and multiple volunteer opportunities. Tufts ASDA selected 
Shelby to be the student director for the New England Center and Home for Veterans 
(NECHV) for three years. She enjoyed visiting the NECHV once a month to serve dinner to 
the veterans. She was also a member of the Robert A. Andrews Honor Society. She would 
like to thank her research mentor, Dr. Irina Dragan, for her guidance and support over the 
past three years. Shelby was selected as a Teaching Assistant for Biochemistry and Tissue 
Injury and Host Defense. In 2019, Shelby attended a global service-learning trip to provide 
free dental care to the underserved community of Santo Domingo in the Dominican 
Republic. She would like to thank all the faculty on the Dominican Republic service trip for 
their continuous support and help in building her clinical skills. 

Shelby would like to thank all of the faculty and staff at TUSDM for their continuous 
assistance, patience, and encouragement over the last four years. She extends a huge 
“thank you” to the Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez 
Gusmao, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, for making learning dentistry and coming to school every 
day enjoyable. None of this would have been possible without the endless support of her 
family and friends. She gives a special “thank you” to her Mom, Dad, and two brothers, 

 Austin and Nick, for always being there during the highs and lows and cheering her on 
 through every step of life. She would also like to thank all her TUSDM friends for making it 
 through this wild ride together. 

 Following graduation, Shelby will begin her postgraduate training in Orthodontics at Saint 
 Louis University. 

 “Congratulations, Class of 2021!” 

Sheena Jain, D2021 

Shelby Jackson, D2021 



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  58

.

Stephanie grew up in Massachusetts and will be the first dentist in her family. She received 
her Bachelor of Arts from the College of the Holy Cross with a major in Biology in 2011. In 
2016, she completed her M.S. degree in Biomedical Science from Barry University. She 
earned a second M.S. degree in Biomedical Science with a concentration in Oral Biology 
from Rutgers University in 2017.  

Before attending dental school, Stephanie worked as a senior research technician in the 
Gavel Center at Tufts. During her time in the dental lab, she was an author of over a dozen 
abstracts presented at the American Association of Dental Research conference. She 
thanks her mentors, Dr. Gerard Kugel and Dr. Ronald Perry, for helping her on this journey 
to become a dentist.  

Throughout her time at Tufts, Stephanie continued to embrace her interest in dental 
research. She was the recipient of the Summer Research Fellowship after her second year 
and presented at Bates-Andrews Research Day during her third year. She later presented 
her project titled “pH and Thermal Challenges on Marginal Fit of Veneers” at the IADR 
research conference in Vancouver, BC.  

Stephanie feels indebted to the dedicated faculty and staff at TUSDM, as she achieved 
more than she imagined while in school. In Group Practice Dorchester, her Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Richard Harold, Theano Eliopoulos and Edward Fidrocki, challenged her 
to reach clinical achievements while maintaining compassion for patients in the clinic. 
Lastly, Stephanie would like to thank her prosthodontic faculty, Drs. Thaisa Bordin, 

 Marcelo Suzuki, and Nitu Singh, for helping her through challenging prosthetic cases.  

Stephanie would like to attribute her accomplishments to her parents, Steven and Shelley John, as well as her boyfriend and fellow 
colleague, Anthony Nutter D21. She is incredibly thankful for the many words of encouragement from her sister, aunts, uncles, and 
grandparents.  

After graduation, Stephanie will begin an AEGD program in Chicopee, MA. 

Roshanak earned a D.D.S. degree from Azad University of Tehran in 2014. Following 
graduation, she started practicing dentistry in a nonprofit clinic for two years. In 2016, 
Roshanak moved to the United States with her family and resided in Northern California.  

First, Roshanak would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry for giving her this opportunity and for 
his unwavering mentorship while in this program. She would also like to thank her 
classmates for always being supportive and giving her a shoulder to lean on whenever 
necessary and treating her like a family member. She thanks all the faculty members with 
whom she worked for keeping their door open and always being available to answer any 
questions she had.  

Roshanak would like to thank her parents and her beloved sister, Yasaman, for all their 
guidance, unconditional love, and never-ending sacrifices throughout all these years. They 
are the motivation for Roshanak to achieve her goals and dreams.   

Finally, Roshanak would especially like to thank the love of her life, her fiancé, Paul, for all 
his patience and understanding in this long-distance relationship. Without his endless love 
and support, none of this would be possible.  

Following graduation, Roshanak is planning to reunite with her family in California and will 
continue her career as a general practitioner. She is hoping to open her own private 
practice in the near future.  

Stephanie John, D2021 

Roshanak Jamalzadehsahrai, DI2021 
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Morgan found his dental passion while shadowing at a local practice in high school. He 
received his B.S. in Biology from Stonehill College in 2015 by graduating early. After a year 
and a half road trip across the U.S., Morgan began his time at Tufts Dental.  

At Tufts, Morgan was involved in starting the Dental Aesthetics Society and was the Vice 
President for two years. He also had an active role in the Tufts Wellness Committee and 
helped plan and run student wellness programs. One of Morgan’s favorite dental school 
memories was planning and organizing the halfway party pregame, one of the most 
successful social events in dental school. Outside of dental school, Morgan spent most of 
his time captaining and maintaining boats in Marblehead.  

Following graduation, Morgan will work at a private practice on the north shore of 
Massachusetts. 

Morgan would like to thank the Back Bay Practice Coordinators, all of the faculty and staff 
he worked with in pre-clinic and clinic for their knowledge, guidance, and laughs. In 
addition, Morgan would like to thank all of his friends at Tufts, and specifically The Squad, 
for their encouragement through the dental school. Lastly, Morgan would like to thank 
family for their unwavering support through his long educational career. 

DeVonte is a native of Atlanta, GA. He received his Bachelor of Science in Biology from 
Tennessee State University followed by a Masters in Biomedical Science from Duke 
University. He is the founder of the “Protect Your Teeth” and “We Must Stay Healthy” 
lifestyle brands and has anchored himself as a leader in health advocacy and community 
campaigns.  

Many do not see oral health as a main tenet of or intricately tied to their overall health. 
DeVonte is committed to changing the way that communities view their health through the 
PYT line - a part of the We Must Stay Healthy brand which merges music, fashion, 
entertainment, and education to have lasting impact. He is in a unique position to educate 
communities as a student dentist with PYT.  

While enrolled at Tufts, DeVonte received many honors. He piloted the first global service-
learning outreach program to Uganda in 2019. DeVonte was selected as one of the 33 U.S. 
ambassadors for the World Youth Forum in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. DeVonte also became a 
contributor for Forbes Middle East, publishing articles about corporate social responsibility 
and supporting nonprofit organizations during the pandemic. He was a recipient of the 
Hunter-Gould Family Scholarship as well.

In addition to his schooling, DeVonte is also a co-founder of Menergi, a start-up focused on 
helping diverse-led nonprofit organizations get access to more funding and resources to do 
the work that matters. After completing this degree at Tufts, DeVonte plans to start working 
in private practice in Atlanta, GA.  

Morgan Johnson, D2021 

DeVonte Johnson, D2021 
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Alex was born in Livingston, NJ and raised in Montville, NJ. He earned his B.S. degree in 
Biology from St. Bonaventure University in 2012 and a Masters in Biomedical Sciences 
from Rowan University in 2015. 

While at Tufts, Alex was a Dean’s Research Scholarship awardee for all four years. He was 
involved with two research projects. The first involved oral manifestations of inflammatory 
bowel diseases and was conducted at Tufts Medical Center. The second explored burnout, 
depression, and suicidal ideation amongst dental students across the United States. He 
received the Chaim and Rieva Trilling Society of Fellows Scholarship as well. Alex was also 
a clinical Teaching Assistant for the Exeter Group Practice. 

Alex is the first dentist in his family and owes all his success to his family and friends. He 
would like to thank his mother, Salomey Joseph, and father, Shajumon Joseph, for their 
unconditional love and support. He is also thankful for his sister, Ashley Mathew, and 
brother-in-law, Dr. Manoj Mathew, for their constant encouragement. Alex is grateful to his 
fiancée, Dr. Seema Shekar, for her immeasurable support. He is appreciative of his big, Dr. 
Airy Choi D20, for her clinical and career guidance. Alex is thankful for his friends from 
home and from Tufts, who always knew how to get him through struggles. 

Alex would like to thank the dentists and staff at Codman Square Health Center, especially 
Dr. Sharon Brown and Dr. Erica Davis, for the priceless knowledge and experience gained 
while on externship. 

Alex would like to thank all the Tufts faculty and staff, including Dr. Mark Caddell, Dr. Alan 
Epstein, Dr. Mary Karish, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Stephany Cordero, Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. 
Peter Arsenault, Dr. Boris Bacanurschi, Dr. Katie Talmo, Dr. Linda Marinello, Dr. Iqbal Singh, Dr. Shubha Nanda, Dr. Tanya Wright, Dr. 
Rocio Saavedra, Dr. Kanchan Ganda, Dr. Michael Thompson, and Dr. Robert Kasberg, as well as Patti Casey, Flavio Ferreira, Romell 
Madison, and all the front desk, dispensary, radiology, and custodial staff. 

After graduation, Alex will begin his career as an associate dentist with Aspen Dental in New Jersey. 

James received a B.S. in Biochemistry from Tufts University.  

James was originally a D18 who took a leave of absence to fulfill his military duty in South 
Korea and returned back to school, joining the Class of D21. He would like to thank Dr. 
Robert Kasberg, Dr. Michael Thompson, and Dr. Kathryn Ragalis for helping him return to 
school smoothly after a long break. He also wants to thank Dr. Dara Rogers, Dr. Aruna 
Ramesh, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, and Dr. Edward Fidrocki for helping and guiding him with 
his very unique case in the most difficult time due to the pandemic. He acknowledges that 
it would have been impossible for him to fulfill his remaining requirements without help 
from his Group Practice Dorchester colleagues. He is very grateful to everyone who helped 
him and would like to wish the best for all of them. 

Alex Joseph, D2021 

Young Bin (James) Joo, D2021 
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Andrew was born and raised in Windham, New Hampshire. From a young age, he was 
drawn to the field of dentistry by his mother, Dr. Donna Kalil (Tufts D86); his father, Dr. 
Kenneth Kalil (Tufts D86); and his grandfather, Dr. Joseph Kalil (UPenn D61). He attended 
Providence College, where he received a Bachelor of Science in Biology. After graduating 
from Providence College in 2017, Andrew moved to Boston to begin his dental education at 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. 

While at Tufts, Andrew expanded on his passion of helping others, including participating 
in a global service-learning trip to Jamaica to provide dentistry to underserved 
communities. He volunteered as an Admissions Ambassador, conducting interviews and 
giving tours to prospective students. Additionally, Andrew participated in the Advanced 
Selective Program in Periodontology, expanding his knowledge of periodontology and 
implant therapy. Andrew earned Dean’s List status during his time at Tufts.  

Andrew would like to thank his many mentors at Tufts who helped shape the person and 
dental provider he is today, including his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Karen Wallach, Dr. 
Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Alberto Sarmiento. He would also like to thank Dr. Pilar 
Sanchez for her guidance on difficult prosthodontic cases.  

Andrew sincerely thanks his mother, father, sister, and partner, Jake, for their continued 
support during the last four years. He is especially grateful to have spent two years at Tufts 
with his sister, Dr. Michelle Kalil (Tufts D19). Andrew is extremely fortunate to have had his 
parents as mentors during his time at Tufts and sincerely thanks them for their endless 

 advice and guidance throughout dental school. He is especially fond of the Wednesday 
 night dinners with his mother after she volunteered in the Tufts clinic.  

 Upon graduating from Tufts, Andrew will join his mother, father, and sister at Kalil Dental 
 Group in Methuen, MA and Windham, NH and at Kalil and Kress Family and Cosmetic 
 Dentistry in Nashua, NH. 

Konstance was born and raised in Queens, New York. She earned her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology from Spelman College. While at Tufts, Konstance was involved in various 
community service initiatives and organizations, including the Hispanic Dental 
Association, Academy of Sports Dentistry, and Asian Dental Organization. Throughout her 
junior and senior academic years at Tufts, she served as office assistant within the Office of 
Student Affairs. 

 In addition, she served as First-Year Liaison throughout 2017-2018, Vice President in 
2018-2019, as well as Student Advisor from 2019-2021 for the Tufts Student National 
Dental Association. She also had the opportunity to represent Tufts at national 
conferences. She has been a member of Increasing Diversity in Dentistry since 2014, 
participating in mentorship programs and symposiums.  

Konstance would like to thank all the TUSDM faculty and staff for the hard work they do on 
a daily basis to keep the school running. Konstance would like to extend a special “thank 
you” to Dr. Peter Arsenault, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Joanne Falzone, Dr. Nicole Holland, Dr. 
Robert Kasberg, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. E. Leo Whitworth Jr., 
Dr. Tanya Wright, and her PCs, Dr. Frank DeCaro, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, and Dr. Paul 
Trombly. Konstance would like to especially thank anyone who believed in her when she 
did not.  

Konstance would like to thank Jacques and Marie-Jose Joseph, her parents, for their 
constant love and support. They have and continue to truly spoil her. She would also like to 

 thank her siblings, Frantz, Ketlynne, and Katya Joseph, for their consistent patience and 
 jokes. She is deeply loved by her extended family and acknowledges that this journey 
 would be impossible without them.  

 Konstance is ecstatic to finally be leaving Boston. After graduation, Konstance will enter 
 the U.S. Army as a general dentist. Her long-term goal is to return home to New York. 

 To all of her friends and family around the world she would like to say, “Merci, arigato, 
 and thank you!” 

Andrew Kalil, D2021 

Konstance Joseph, D2021 



Marina K. Kanakos, D2021 
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Aleesha grew up in New Jersey with her parents and younger sister. She received her 
Bachelor of Science in Biology at Villanova University in 2017, in addition to double 
majoring in Spanish. 

During her time at Tufts, Aleesha made the Dean’s List in 2017-2018 and received a Merit 
Scholarship in 2018-2019. She enjoyed serving her community in both dental and non-
dental settings, as well as participating in events such as Give Kids a Smile and Autism 
Smiles. 

Aleesha would like to thank the Tufts faculty who provided her with the advice and 
knowledge to shape her career as a dental professional. She is especially thankful for 
Group Dorchester, including the dispensary staff, the DPAs, and her Practice Coordinators, 
Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, and Dr. Richard Harold. She appreciates how 
hard they worked to improve everyone’s clinical experience in Dorchester and their 
valuable guidance on countless occasions. Aleesha is also grateful for her friends, who 
supported her both in and out of dental school. Most importantly, Aleesha would like to 
thank her family for their constant love and support over the years. Without them, she 
would not be the person she is today. 

After graduating dental school, Aleesha will be pursuing a GPR at the HackensackUMC 
Mountainside Medical Center in New Jersey, and she is excited to take this next step in to 
the future. Aleesha believes this GPR will allow her to further improve her skills as a  
dentist to better serve the members of her community and become a more capable dentist 

 for her patients. 

Marina was born and raised in Staten Island, New York. Marina wanted to be a dentist 
since she was in kindergarten, and in her fifth grade yearbook, she wrote that she wanted 
to be a “dentist for kids.” About 15 years later, Marina is honored to be fulfilling those 
lifelong dreams as a graduate of TUSDM and as a future pediatric dentistry resident at the 
University of Connecticut.  

Marina received her B.S. in Public Health from George Washington University, where she 
had the opportunity to tutor elementary school children, which strengthened her passion 
for pediatric dentistry. In college, she also had the opportunity to study abroad in London, 
where she studied public health at Oxford University. 

Marina’s older sister, Dr. Paulina Kanakos, also attended TUSDM. Her journey inspired 
Marina to want to attend TUSDM as well. After these past four years at Tufts, Marina can 
attest to the quality of education, peer support, and mentorship that TUSDM has to offer. 
During her time here, Marina served as President and Secretary of the New England 
Hellenic Medical and Dental Society, an ASDA Gold Crown Committee chair member, and a 
volunteer for Smile, Share, and Care and for the Hispanic Dental Association. In fact, she 
even had the opportunity to spend a week in the Dominican Republic with her fellow 
classmates, providing access to oral health care to the local communities in need. Marina 
also served as a Clinic Teaching Assistant for Group Practice Exeter. She participated in two 
research studies and was able to present her research at the IADR Conference in 
Vancouver, B.C. in 2019 and at TUSDM’s Bates-Andrews Research Day in 2019 and  
2020 as well.  

Marina is extremely appreciative of all of her peers and mentors who influenced the person and provider she is today. She would like to 
thank her study group for their continued support through didactic classes, pre-clinical laboratory projects, and clinical experiences. She 
would like to thank all of the close friends she made here at TUSDM for all of the wonderful memories they shared since day one. She 
would also like to thank her research mentor, Dr. Amit Sachdeo, and her clinic PCs, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mary Karish, and Dr. Mark 
Caddell, for supporting her through clinic and beyond.  

Most importantly, Marina would like to thank her #1 team through it all, her mother, Gloria; her father, Peter; her sister, Dr. Paulina 
Kanakos; her brother-in-law, Dr. Frank Schirripa; her yiayia, Marina; her pappou, Peter; and George. She would not be who or where she 
is today without them, and she appreciates the roles they each played in her continued success. It takes a village! 

After graduation, Marina will be attending the University of Connecticut’s Pediatric Dentistry Residency Program. She is looking forward 
to sharing this career and the pediatric dentistry specialty with her sister and greatest mentor. 

“Congratulations to the Class of 2021! We did it!” 

Aleesha Kapoor, D2021 
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Igli was born and raised in Tirana, Albania. He studied General Medicine in Rome, Italy for 
a few years and after that, he attended the University of Rome Tor Vergata, where he 
earned a Master’s of Science in Dental Medicine and Prosthodontics in 2012. Soon after 
graduation, he embarked upon his dental journey in the U.S., where he served as dental 
assistant in several dental offices and volunteered at a community health center in Boston. 
He was very fortunate to work with Dr. Karla Kontax and Dr. Marjan Askari for their 
professionalism and unwavering support. He was accepted at Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine’s International Program in 2019. 

Igli is extremely grateful for the tremendous opportunity to study at TUSDM and for the 
excellent academic education and clinical training he received there. He would like to offer 
his most heartfelt appreciation to all the faculty members who worked with him at Tufts. 
Igli would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward 
Fidrocki, and Dr. Richard Harold, for their phenomenal mentorship and shaping him into a 
versatile clinician. In addition, he is very appreciative of Dr. Ronald Perry, Dr. Nitu Singh, 
Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, and Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, who greatly furthered 
his dental knowledge. 

Furthermore, Igli feels blessed by the presence of his wonderful wife, best friend, and 
partner in life and work, Dr. Griselda Prifti, for her endless encouragement, help, and love. 
He deeply appreciates the unconditional support of his parents and sisters throughout this 
journey. His father, Dr. Hysni Kasemi, and his mother, Salihe Kasemi, taught him from an 
early age that through hard work and dedication, everything is possible. 

 Upon graduating from Tufts University, Igli plans to work in a private office in Thomaston, 
 Maine and looks forward to fostering his professional development through continuing 
 education and community outreach.  

 “Congratulations Class of 2021!” 

 

Nader was born in Iran and earned a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree in Kiev, Ukraine from 
Bogomolets National Medical University, where he graduated among the top students in 
his class. Subsequently, Nader decided to pursue his passion in Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery and completed a certificate in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, where he obtained 
the status of a distinguished postgraduate resident and received rigorous, specialized 
training. 

Nader completed his Master’s of Science degree in Dental Research from Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. He achieved his ultimate academic goal when he was accepted 
to the Doctor of Dental Medicine program for international dentists at TUSDM. A highly 
diverse graduate, Nader can speak and write four different languages.  

During his career at Tufts, Nader spent time researching dental-related sleep medicine. 
Nader presented his findings in April 2017 during Bates-Andrews Research Day. 
Additionally, he presented his research during the annual meeting for the American 
Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine in June 2017. In March 2019, he presented once again 
at the Bates-Andrews Research Day, which led to his receipt of the ADEA Research Award. 
In October 2019, Nader published his thesis defense on “The Current State of Dental Sleep 
Medicine Practice in Academic Institutions” in the Journal of Dental Sleep Medicine. 

Nader would like to thank all of his instructors and mentors in both private practice and at 
the academic level for helping him grow his clinical expertise and shape him into the 
dentist he has become. Also, Nader is especially grateful for all the close connections he 

made with his classmates and colleagues along the way. He would especially like to thank his fiancée, Dr. Dafjola Bejleraj, for her endless 
support of all his goals within dentistry. Most importantly, he would like to dedicate his degree to his sister, Dr. Nikta Karimi. There is not 
one person who helped to shape and develop his personal and professional career more than she has. Every step of the way, his sister 
was there for him to make sure he was taken care of and given every opportunity in life. He will forever be appreciative and grateful for 
her love and guidance. 

Upon graduation, Nader plans to continue his education in the field of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery to fulfil his ultimate goal. In 
conjunction, he plans to continue pursuing his interests within dentistry through research to personally contribute to the newest 
discoveries and advancements within the field. Nader will ultimately open his own private practice and start his family with the love of his 
life, Dr. Dafjola Bejleraj. 

“Congratulations to the Class of 2021!” 

Igli Kasemi, DI2021 

Nader Karimi, DI2021 
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Raffi grew up in Watertown, Massachusetts. He is a proud alumnus of St. Stephens 
Armenian Elementary School. He received his B.S. degree from Boston University in 2014, 
majoring in Human Physiology and minoring in Public Health. Raffi also completed a 
Master’s in Oral Health Science at Boston University School of Medicine. After graduation, 
Raffi worked as a dental assistant at Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine in their 
division of Global and Population Health. Raffi attributes his passion for dentistry and 
understanding of the value and importance of community based public health 
interventions to his time working with the School Based Sealant program there. He is 
incredibly grateful for his time spent under the leadership of Corinna Culler and her 
dedicated and passionate dental team.  

Continuing to build on his previous dental experiences, Raffi actively participated in the 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry and the American Association of Public Health 
Dentistry. Through these groups, Raffi worked to provide dental care to underserved 
communities, especially those with children. He hopes to continue to serve this population 
throughout his career. Raffi was also a recipient of the Dr. Sarkis M. and Mrs. Mary A. 
Shaghalian, D40, Endowed Scholarship while at Tufts.

The four years at Tufts Dental were shaped by the incredible clinical faculty and mentors 
who shared their vast knowledge of dentistry and life with Raffi. There are numerous 
faculty members in all of the disciplines whose encouragement and support helped Raffi 
achieve his goals. Raffi would especially like to thank Drs. Paul Trombly, Colette Catalino, 
and Khaled Shaikhi for their dedication to teaching and for providing him with an 

 extraordinary model to follow in terms of the type of dentist and person he wants to be. He 
 is also forever grateful for the lifelong friends he made during his time at Tufts, especially 
 Lauren Glynn, Mike McCabe, Nikki Trone, and his preclin neighbor, the amazing 
 Maryanna Kerr. 

Raffi credits his success to his strong and supportive family and the community where he grew up. He is very grateful to have attended 
dental school so close to home, surrounded by family and friends. He would like to thank his parents, Edward and Nirva, and his brother, 
Ari, for their unwavering support and unconditional love throughout this journey.  

After dental school, Raffi will be pursuing an Advanced Education in General Dentistry residency through NYU Langone in Buffalo, NY. He 
hopes to return and serve his local community as a dentist. 

Jashandeep grew up in Punjab, India, and she graduated with a Bachelor of Dental Surgery 
degree from Baba Farid University of Health Sciences in 2011. She moved to the United 
States in 2014 to join her husband in California. While in California, Jashandeep worked as 
a research associate in the Orthodontics department at University of the Pacific, San 
Francisco. She also worked as a dental assistant and actively participated in community 
service dental programs until her acceptance to Tufts University in 2019. 

Jashandeep is grateful for the opportunity to attend Tufts and continue her journey as a 
dentist. During her time at Tufts, Jashandeep was honored to be a recipient of a Merit 
Scholarship her first year and she also earned recognition on the Dean’s List both years at 
TUSDM.  

Jashandeep feels fortunate to have worked with all the dedicated clinical faculty and staff 
who are a part of this incredible Tufts family. She would also like to acknowledge and thank 
her Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, and Dr. 
Frank DeCaro, for their unwavering support and mentorship. Jashandeep also feels blessed 
and thankful to have amazing friends that made this journey a memorable experience 
through their support and motivation. 

Lastly, Jashandeep credits her success to the unconditional love, support, and dedication 
of her husband, Kunal Sood, for being with her every step of the journey. She would also 
like to extend gratitude to her parents and in-laws for being pillars of strength and 
encouragement.  

 After graduation, Jashandeep plans to practice general dentistry in the state of California. 

Raffi Kazanjian, D2021 

Jashandeep Kaur, DI2021 
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Ajmal grew up in Cary, North Carolina and earned a B.S. degree in Biology with a minor in 
Chemistry from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He went on to complete an 
M.S. degree in Physiology from North Carolina State University.  

During his time at TUSDM, Ajmal was involved in student organizations, including the 
Student National Dental Association and Tufts Dental Aesthetics Society. He also served as 
President of the Academy of Sports Dentistry. He also received the Dr. Charles P. Sevoyan, 
D51, Scholarship.

Ajmal would like to thank the faculty at TUSDM that dedicated their time and efforts to help 
him build the foundation of his clinical skills. He would like to especially thank Dr. Alberto 
Sarmiento, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Karen Wallach, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. 
Peter Arsenault, Dr. Samah Bukhari, and Dr. Khaled Shaikhi for their constant support and 
willingness to help him learn and a grow as a dental provider.  

Most importantly, Ajmal would like to send love and an endless amount of thanks to his 
family and friends who provided unwavering encouragement and support throughout his 
journey at Tufts. He would like to thank his father and mother, Khadir and Aneesa, and his 
siblings, Arshad and Aatiqah, for always motivating and supporting him throughout his 
entire educational career, for always being there for him through all of life’s trials and 
tribulations, and for instilling in him the strength and confidence to be the man he is today.  

Following graduation, Ajmal will work as a general dentist in Houston, Texas.   

Maryanna grew up in Plymouth, Massachusetts. She earned her B.A. degree in Psychology 
from the University of New Hampshire in 2011. Prior to entering dental school, Maryanna 
also earned a Masters in Biomedical Science degree from Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine in 2016.  

While at TUSDM, Maryanna was on the executive board of the Academy of General 
Dentistry, as well as an active member of AAWD. She also was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred 
Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

There are many, many people Maryanna would like to thank for their guidance, support, 
and expertise, including the Practice Coordinators of Dorchester Group Practice, Dr. 
Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, and Dr. Richard Harold, as well as the Dorchester 
DPA, Allyson Santo, and Matilda Bejko and Jackie Roman. She would also like to thank the 
Prosth and Operative faculty.  

Maryanna must thank The Group, Raffi, Lauren, Nikki, Mike, and Nate, for being there 
through it all with no hesitation. Most importantly, Maryanna thanks her husband, Joe, for 
everything throughout this journey. Lastly, Maryanna must thank her family for their 
unconditional love and support over the last four years. 

After graduation, Maryanna is entering into private practice in Massachusetts. 

Ajmal Khalid, D2021 

Maryanna Kerr, D2021 



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  66

.

Thin was born in Yangon, Myanmar. She stepped into the field of dentistry because of her 
father’s suggestion after her high school. After her third year of dental school, she fell in 
love with her profession. She earned her B.D.S. degree from the University of Dental 
Medicine in Yangon, Myanmar. 

When Thin moved to the United States of America, she started studying for the National 
Boards exam. In the meantime, she also studied Dental Laboratory Technology at 
Pasadena City College in California to broaden her knowledge of dentistry. As soon as she 
finished school, she challenged herself to take the certified dental technician exam in 
crown and bridge. Due to her hard work, she became a Certified Dental Technician. She 
also won a Pillar Scholarship, PTC grant, and the first ever CAP scholarship during her 
studies at PCC. During her time at PCC, she worked as a part time dental assistant at 
Norwalk Dental Office in California. After graduating from PCC, she also worked as an 
assistant and technician at Smile Prosthodontic in Upland, California. She was self-taught 
in using three-shaped designing and milling at the clinic.   

Thin was very fortunate to become a part of IS21 family at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine, thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway. She cannot express 
how much she appreciates her PCs and the faculty who helped her and taught her every 
time she approached them. She also thanks to her parents and her siblings who supported 
her throughout her life to achieve everything she wanted. Moreover, she really appreciates 
her friends, Yimon Aye and Kumudra Tin Soe IS19, who always cheer her up. She will never 
forget all the faculty from her country as well, because they were ready to help when she 

 applied to schools. Last but not least, Thin thanks her one and only, her beloved husband, 
 who loves her unconditionally and supports her by giving whatever she needs in her life. 
 Without him, she would not be here today. 

 After graduating in May 2021, Thin will pursue her profession as a general dentist 
 in California. 

Alpna was born in Pakistan. She completed her B.D.S. at Altamash Institute of Dental 
Sciences in 2011. She was the first person, as well as the first woman, in her extended 
family to acquire the title of Dr. and become a dentist. She moved to the United States with 
her family in 2013 with a dream of becoming a practicing dentist there. In November 2013, 
she started working as a pediatric dental assistant at Banaji Pediatric Dentistry in Falls 
Church, VA. With her diligence, she soon started assisting the pediatric dentists for full 
mouth rehabilitation under general anesthesia in an operating room setting. 

Alpna completed all the admission requirements for dental school while working full-time. 
While it was a challenging feat, her hard work and perseverance paid off when she was 
accepted to join the Class of IS21 at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2019. 

Alpna has a passion for helping people and the community around her. While at Tufts, she 
co-authored an in-vitro research with the chief resident in the Department of Pediatric 
Dentistry. Over the years, she volunteered for Mission of Mercy projects and Give Kids a 
Smile Day to provide free dental care to the children of Boston and rendered community 
service in medical camps. 

Alpna has always been a hard worker and faced challenges head on. She owes a big part of 
her success and achievements to the love, support, and blessings she received. Firstly, she 
would like to thank Lord Krishna for all His blessings. Krishna has always been the ultimate 
knight in shining armor for her. 

Alpna would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for accepting 
her into the D.M.D. program, which paved the way for her dream to come true. She is extremely grateful to her Back Bay PCs and faculty 
for their continuous guidance and support. 

Alpna would also like to thank her family and friends who were there for her as she traversed through various stages of her career. She is 
extremely thankful to her parents, Mansukh and Vasudha, for their unconditional love, support, and guidance. They taught her to be kind, 
compassionate, empathetic, and sympathetic to everyone. They inspired her to become not just a good practitioner, but also a humble 
human being. Alpna is immensely thankful to the Almighty for blessing her with the best sisters, Ratna, Manisha, and Daksha, who 
supported her strongly through thick and thin. Alpna is also grateful to her best friend, Asma Khan, who has always been there by her 
side since high school and is one of her biggest champions and supporters.

Lastly, she would like to thank TUSDM for giving her a platform to pursue her dream, state of the art educational environment and 
facilities, excellent teachers, wonderful memories, friends and peers, and a remarkable experience. 

Following graduation, Alpna will be the first dentist in the entire Khatri clan. She hopes to work as a general dentist in Virginia. Her long-
term goal is to pursue a residency in pediatric dentistry. 

Thin Sandar Khine, DI2021 

Alpna Khatri, DI2021 
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Min was born in South Korea, where he spent his childhood until his family moved to 
Atlanta, GA. He earned a B.S. degree in Biology from Emory University in 2014. 

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Min was a recipient of the Doku 
Scholarship and was awarded the Basic Science Award from both OKU and the Tufts 
University Dental Alumni Association. Min conducted research as a part of Dean’s Research 
Scholarship Program throughout his school years. He also participated as a Teaching 
Assistant for Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology and Medically Complex Dental Patient 
Management courses. 

Min would like to express his utmost gratitude to Dr. Steven Rubin. One of his most 
memorable clinical experiences was during the winter break of his third year, when he 
participated as a volunteer in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. There he 
was able to treat many patients who showed up with dental pain. During this experience, 
he was able to work under the close supervision of Dr. Rubin, who helped him hone his 
basic oral surgery skills. Not only was Dr. Rubin supportive as a teacher, but he also 
constantly gave advice and reassurance during the interview cycle for Min’s residency. 

Min would also like to thank Drs. Paul Trombly, Frank DeCaro, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Joey 
Chang, Archana Viswanath, Kanchan Ganda, Ronald Davitt, and Duangkamol Blankenship 
for their mentorship. He would also like to thank Samantha for all her unconditional 
support all throughout the school years. Lastly, Min would like to thank his family and 
friends.  

 After graduation, Min will pursue Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at the University of  
 Illinois Chicago. 

Hyun grew up in Seoul, South Korea and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biochemistry from Northeastern University in 2014. Hyun worked as a dental assistant 
from 2014 to 2016 with his mentor, Dr. TaeJoon Ahn, at his practice in Waltham while 
completing a post-baccalaureate pre-dental program at Worcester State University.   

Hyun appreciates the diverse community at Tufts and the valuable friends he made who 
will continue to support each other’s journeys after graduation. He would like to thank Dr. 
David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, and Dr. Maria Torres for their support and the knowledge 
they shared throughout his time in clinic. After graduation, he plans to practice general 
dentistry in Texas.  

Min Kim, D2021 

Hyun Kim, D2021 
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Alyssa was born and raised in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. She graduated from Colgate 
University in 2015 with a B.A. in Molecular Biology and a minor in Sociology and 
Anthropology.  

While at Tufts, Alyssa was involved in many clubs and activities. She enjoyed holding 
leadership positions in clubs including the Bates Student Research Group, Academy of 
General Dentistry, Smile Squad, and the Jewish Student Association. She was selected by 
her class as the Research Committee Student Representative from 2019 to 2021. She also 
enjoyed helping her classmates as a Teaching Assistant for integrated courses and as a 
clinic Teaching Assistant. Alyssa earned recognition as a Dean’s List recipient and was 
awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship each year for academic achievement, as well as the Dr. 
Lino Tiberi, D47 Family Scholarship.  

Alyssa was also highly involved in the research department, completing three projects 
throughout her time at Tufts. These projects included a study at Convergent Dental in 
Needham, MA that was presented at the IADR conference and the AGD conference and was 
published in the Open Access Journal of Dental Sciences in June 2020. Alyssa was selected 
to travel to the 3M headquarters in Seefeld, Germany to complete a research project in 
their laboratories. Her 3M project and a TRIOS intraoral scanner project were both selected 
to be presented at IADR.  

She would like to thank all the clinical, research, and didactic faculty she worked with over 
her dental school career for contributing to her education. She is grateful for the 

 exceptional academic and clinical training she received at Tufts and could not have done it 
 without the love and support of all her family and friends.  

 Upon graduation, Alyssa is excited to be staying at TUSDM to pursue an orthodontics 
 residency.  

 Alyssa would like to congratulate her classmates on all their accomplishments and wish 
 them the best of luck!  

Colton was born and raised in Idaho. He attended Gooding High School then started his 
undergraduate career at Boise State University (BSU). At BSU, Colton earned his Bachelor’s 
of Science degree majoring in Biology and Pre-Dental Studies. He then furthered his 
education at BSU and earned his Master of Arts in Biology. While at Tufts, he was a 
recipient of the Leena A. Desai, DI95 and Anand B. Bhatt Endowed Scholarship.    

Once accepted into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Colton and his then fiancée, 
Katrina, drove across the country with their little Jeep Cherokee packed to the brim with as 
many of their belongings as they could fit. Once they were finally settled, they had a 
wedding to plan. Colton and Katie decided to do a destination wedding in Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico, where they were married on February 16, 2018. The next year they were blessed 
with the birth of their daughter, Kynli Delise Knopp, on June 28, 2019.    

Colton would like to thank God for blessing him with the opportunity to obtain his D.M.D. 
He would also like to thank his wife for her unrelenting support, patience, and love. He also 
thanks his parents for their continuous optimism and words of encouragement. And lastly, 
he extends his gratitude to the many family and friends who visited and made the 
experience in Boston one for the books. He enjoyed getting to explore the New England 
area with his little family over the past four years and looks forward to returning to Idaho to 
start in a private practice for this next chapter.  

Alyssa Kotin, D2021 

Colton Knopp, D2021 
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Hardik was raised in Rajkot, a state of Gujarat in India. He graduated from P.M.N.M. Dental 
College with a B.D.S. degree in 2008 and earned an M.D.S. degree in Periodontology from 
Sumandeep University in 2012. After completion, he co-owned a dental practice and 
worked as a consultant periodontist at various dental clinics in the state of Gujarat.  

In the United States, he was fortunate and thankful to Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. 
Ronald Perry for their faith by giving him an opportunity to become a part of the Tufts 
family. 

His journey at Tufts had crests and troughs similar to the nation with the strike of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In spite of the difficult times, he is indebted to the faculty members 
with whom he worked, Drs. Aidee Herman, Marcelo Suzuki, Pilar Sanchez, Hadi Gholami, 
Iqbal Singh, Kanchan Ganda, and Kathleen Molgaard, as well as his Group Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Olympia Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Shivani 
Patel, for their teaching and guidance. 

He is grateful to the invaluable staff members of the Tufts family, namely Jacqueline Kulas, 
Ligelia Ortiz, Valerie Distefano, Lindita Kurbini, and Maria, to name a few. He is thankful to 
his friends and fellow classmates from the Class of 2021 for being part of his education 
journey. 

Hardik could have not achieved his dream without the constant love, support, and affection 
of his parents, Jerambhai and Priyamvadaben, and sisters, Hirva and Priyanka. Words are 
not enough to thank Dr. Rinkle, his wife, for her constant support and for always standing 

 by him. He considers this milestone as a beginning of the journey in the field of dentistry 
 and will explore new roads in the future. 

Ambika grew up in Princeton, NJ. She graduated from Rutgers University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Public Health with a minor in Biological Sciences in 2017.   

While at Tufts, Ambika became involved in the dental community through both research 
and service. Ambika was a Tufts Summer Research Fellow throughout all four years of 
dental school, where she had the pleasure of conducting clinical studies in both oral 
pathology and oral medicine. She presented at the 2019 International Association of 
Dental Research in Vancouver, the 2021 International Association of Dental Research in 
Boston, MA, and at Bates-Andrews Research Day throughout the past three years. Ambika 
was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Honors Society amongst her fellow peers who 
continue to advance the future of oral health. Alongside research, Ambika served as a 
preclinical Operative Dentistry TA during her third year. She served on the Health and 
Wellness Committee for ASDA and on the executive board for the American Association of 
Women in Dentistry, and she was selected to attend the 2018 AAWD Annual Meeting in 
Savannah, Georgia. This past year, Ambika was selected as an Academic Dental Careers 
Fellow and was recognized at the 2021 ADEA Annual Meeting on her topic for teaching 
about trauma informed care in the predoctoral setting. Ambika also received the Louis A. 
Fiore, D.M.D., D62 and Jean H. Fiore Endowed Scholarship.

Ambika would first and foremost like to thank her mom and dad, who always provided 
unconditional love and support for her to pursue her dreams. She is excited to follow in her 
mom’s footsteps in the field of dentistry and is thankful to have her as a strong and 
compassionate role model from who she will forever learn. She would also like to thank her 

 sister and all her loving family and friends for their encouragement and motivation every 
 step of the way.  

Ambika is forever grateful for the exceptional guidance and education provided from her faculty, mentors, and Practice Coordinators, as 
she would not be where she is today without their patience, wisdom, and guidance. Ambika would also like to thank her TUSDM friends, 
who became quick family, for all the laughs and memories every day that helped her get through the past four years.  

Following graduation, Ambika will be continuing her dental education in New Jersey.    

Hardik Kundaria, DI2021 

Ambika Kumaran, D2021 
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Alhassan was born and raised in Baghdad, Iraq, and he moved to the United States in 
2008. He graduated from College of the Holy Cross with a B.A. degree in Biology. He is the 
recipient of the Elliot L. Packman, D.M.D., D70, Endowed Scholarship. After his graduation 
from Tufts, Alhassan is moving back to Virginia, where he will work as a general dentist in 
his father’s practice in Arlington, VA.  

First and foremost, Alhassan would like to thank his parents for their commitment and 
support to always provide a better future for their kids. He would also like to thank his 
brother and sister, Ali and Noor, for their support. Alhassan would also like to thank all the 
TUSDM faculty with whom he worked, especially his Practice Coordinators Drs. Olympia 
Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Karen Wallach, for all their guidance. He would also like 
to thank the Atlantic front desk staff Jacqueline Kulas, Valarie Distefano, Caitlin Lu, Tommy 
Rivera, Sarita Hampton, and his floor lead Alyx Ortiz for their hard work, and continued 
support. 

 

Christian was born and raised in Lewiston, Maine. After receiving orthodontic care in high 
school, he realized he wanted to pursue a career in dentistry to help others feel more 
confident, comfortable, and healthy in their smiles. Christian attended and cherished his 
time at the University of Maine and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a 
Premedical Minor in 2016. Christian proudly worked for his fraternity’s administrative 
office, Beta Theta Pi, for a year before attending TUSDM as part of the Class of 2021.

During his time at TUSDM, Christian was an active member of the Christian Medical and 
Dental Association, serving as president for two years. He also served as the Class of D22 
Liaison, an Ambassador for the Admission Department, and as a Clinical T.A. for Group 
Practice Exeter during his fourth year. Christian also dedicated two years as a big brother 
for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Massachusetts Bay. Christian would like to thank again the 
Maine Dental Association and Northeast Delta Dental for their noteworthy scholarships 
they awarded him during his third and fourth year to help reduce his student loans. 

Christian is extremely grateful for all of his mentors, who have helped shape the person 
and provider he is today. He would like to especially thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. 
Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and Mary Karish-Dodge, and his other main dental teachers 
and advisors, Drs. Mary-Jane Hanlon, Gustavo Mahn, Brendan Prindiville, Nathan Oakes, 
Timothy Oh, and Nicholas Roy. Christian would also like to thank his parents, Mark and 
Lisa-Marie Labonte; his three brothers, Justin, Matthew, and Gabriel; and his two sisters-
in-law, Molly and Maggie, for their unwavering support, encouragement, and love 
throughout his academic career. Christian is also extremely grateful for the lifelong friends 

 he made at TUSDM - he could not imagine making it through school without their help and 
 cherishes the memories and times together. Christian could not be the provider, brother, 
 son, and friend he is today without his mentors, family, and friends support, love, and time 
 spent together. 

Christian is extremely grateful for his time at Tufts – thankful for the quality education, opportunities, friendships, and perspectives it 
gave to him. He is extremely excited to be an active Tufts Alumni moving forward. After graduation, Christian is enthusiastic to return to 
his home state of Maine and serve his fellow Mainers. He is excited to being working for a group private practice in Buxton, Maine and 
becoming a community member of Portland, Maine.

Alhassan Laith, D2021

Christian Labonte, D2021 
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Irene was born in São Paulo, Brazil, and has lived in Texas, Massachusetts, and California 
since then. Irene received a Bachelor of Science in Biology at the University of the Pacific in 
Stockton, CA in 2017. 

While at Tufts, Irene was involved in various extracurricular activities with the goals of 
engaging the TUSDM and surrounding communities as well as advancing public health. 
She completed the Health Literacy Intensive in her second year, during which she gained 
certification from the National Institute of Health Plain Language training. In her capacity 
as Community Service Representative and then Vice President of the Asian Dental 
Organization, she maintained and created community partnerships in the surrounding 
neighborhoods, organized language resources, provided help sessions, and organized 
celebrations of Asian culture. Along with these experiences, she is also grateful for the 
lessons she has learned and the relationships she has built through involvement in the 
Sharewood Clinic and Christian Medical Dental Association. She was a recipient of the 
ADEA/GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare Preventive Dentistry Scholarship in 2021. 
She also was fortunate to receive Tufts Merit Scholarships and be recognized on the Dean’s 
List all four years at Tufts.

Irene also expanded her research interests in Dr. Jonathan Garlick’s lab, studying 3D 
engineered skin models for diabetic foot ulcers and scleroderma. She is excited about 
exploring translational links in basic science. For her research involvement, she was 
inducted into the Bates R. Andrews Honor Society for research, and was a Dean’s Research 
Honors Scholar for her first three years at Tufts.

Irene would like to extend sincere gratitude towards so many members of the TUSDM community. She is grateful to her closest 
classmates, upperclassmen, and friends for being a wonderful and indispensable support system throughout dental school. She is 
confident that she would not have made it to graduation without the community with which she shared the many ups and downs of dental 
school. She will never forget their generosity of time, help, and encouragement, as well as the many times they convinced her to laugh 
instead of cry. She continues to be inspired by the experiences, insight, and compassion of these future colleagues and lifelong friends. 
She would also like to thank the many faculty and staff who provided support and mentorship to assist in her growth throughout dental 
school. It would not be possible for her to list the all of the people at TUSDM, both in the forefront and behind-the-scenes, who supported 
each step of this journey. She would like to extend a thousand thank you’s to them for their advice, mentorship, and forgiveness through 
the inevitable mistakes and triumphs of learning. Finally, Irene is forever grateful to her family and fiancé - without their countless 
sacrifices and support, it would have been truly impossible for her to pursue her academic interests and goals. 

After graduation, Irene will be pursuing an Orthodontics residency at Harvard University School of Dental Medicine.

Born and raised in Haiti, Jean Yves earned his degree in Dentistry from Haiti State 
University in 2009. To obtain his dental license, he completed a year of hospital-based 
residency at Partners In Health (PIH), also in Haiti.

Upon receiving his license, Jean Yves worked at Fondation Max Cadet, a dental clinic which 
served a large segment of the population in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. He also volunteered with 
numerous organizations, such as the U.S. Army (Medrete Mission in 2009), the U.S. Navy 
(Continuing Promise Partnership of the Americas in 2009), and International Medical Relief 
(2012).

In October 2012, he came to the U.S. looking for new challenges in the field. However, he 
first had to master English and become accustomed to American culture. His passion for 
the profession was unwavering and drove him to succeed. Jean Yves volunteered at 
Massachusetts General Hospital, where he helped patients by escorting them to different 
areas of the hospital. He also volunteered at Cambridge Health Alliance, where he 
observed many superb residents and licensed dentists, learned various skills and became 
familiar with new dental technology, such as Panoramic and Digital Radiography. Jean Yves 
also worked as an Oral Surgery assistant for Gentle Dental of New England, now 42 North 
Dental. As a proud JUMBO and first Dental International Student from Haiti at Tufts, his 
plan is to keep abreast of developments in the field of dentistry through continuing 
education and by practicing in Massachusetts. At the same time, he will always remember 
his roots in Haiti, where the seed of dentistry was planted in his soul.

Jean Yves would like to thank and dedicate his DMD to his mother, Marie-Claire Lamarre, his brother, Jean Hughes Lamarre, and his sister-
in-law, Mica Lamarre. They have been the rock on which he stood to accomplish his dreams for a second time. Special love to his amazing 
daughter, Esther Lamarre, and his wonderful nephew, Malik Ethan Lamarre. Jean Yves would like to express all his heart-felt gratitude to 
the amazing faculty at Tufts for their love, guidance, patience, courage and encouragement. Special thanks and profound respect to Dean 
Nadeem Karimbux, Drs. Robert Kasberg, Jeannette Sabir-Holloway, Aruna Ramesh, Ruby Ghaffari, Mary-Jane Hanlon, Ronald Perry, and 
his amazing PCs, Drs. Mary Karish-Dodge, Alan D. Epstein, and Mark Caddell. They are all outstanding!

Jean Yves will leave Tufts carrying the Class of 2021 in his heart. At Tufts, he will leave a part of his heart behind!

Irene Lang, D2021

Jean Yves Vladimir Lamarre, DI2021
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Sanghwan grew up in Vancouver, British Columbia and earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree at the University of Waterloo in 2011. He then went on to work for a biotech 
company and a research team developing novel biomarkers for prostate cancer screening 
and diagnosis. Through this, Sanghwan was exposed to the clinical setting and he grew an 
interest for work involved in the clinic and interactions with patients. Sanghwan met Dr. 
Myung Koo Lee, who influenced Sanghwan to pursue a career in dentistry. Soon 
afterwards, Sanghwan was fortunate enough to pursue dentistry at Tufts University School 
of Dental Medicine. 

Sanghwan is grateful for a very memorable four years at Tufts, where his most memorable 
moments were in the clinic when he finally got to see his first patients. The clinic is where 
he felt his journey had started to taking on the role he wanted to be responsible for in his 
future community and to be a provider that serves his community. He feels the start and 
process of this beginning would not have been so great without the people that were there 
to support him. 

He would like to extend his greatest appreciation to the numerous faculty members, staff, 
and administrators he had the pleasure of working with and learning from during his time 
at the school. He would like to especially thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mary Karish, 
Mark Caddell and Alan Epstein whose leadership not only provided him with great 
knowledge, but also an environment supported with patience and respect. Sanghwan 
would like to especially like to thank Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Duangkamol Blankenship, Hugo 
Campos, Patrick McGarry, Gülsün Gül, Marcelo Suzuki, Mabi Singh, Hanna Bae and 

 Dong-Woo Park for their overwhelming support and willingness to go the extra mile for his 
 education and growth. It has been a pleasure to learn from them and it allowed him to be 
 more motivated. He would also like to thank the close friends he has met in this journey 
 who have made the four years that much more memorable. 

 Lastly, Sanghwan would like to express his deepest appreciation to his parents for their 
 unconditional support. Of course, his journey would be incomplete without his wife, 
 Daeun Kim. After graduation, Sanghwan will move back to Canada to pursue his career in 
 private practice as a general dentist.

Alex was born in South Korea, but raised in Los Angeles, California. He received his 
Bachelor of Science degree in Public Health at the University of Southern California in 
2016. He is the recipient of the Dr. William L. Wright, D’34 Endowed Scholarship Fund.

Alex would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the entire Tufts faculty, 
staff, and administration for their support, direction, and mentorship. He extends gratitude 
to Drs. David Leader, Armond Enos, Maria Torres, Duangkamol Blankenship, Rocio 
Saavedra, Hugo Campos, Kwang Min Park, Dong Woo Park, Amit Sachdeo, and Eduardo 
Olegario. 

Most importantly, Alex would like to thank his parents and sister for their endless support, 
sacrifice, and unconditional love. He would also like to thank his friends for making this 
journey more enjoyable. Last, but not least, Alex would like to thank his classmate and 
fiancé, Stella Lee, for her selfless love and for being there when he needed her the most. 
He feels lucky to have met such a loving person, and he is thrilled to open a new chapter in 
his life together with her. 

After graduation, Alex plans to work as a general dentist.

Sanghwan Lee, D2021

Alex Jinhyuk Lee, D2021



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  73

.

Dan grew up in McLean, Virginia and graduated from Georgetown University, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology with a minor in Economics. While at Tufts, Dan was the Class 
of 2021 Liaison during his first two years of dental school for the Asian Dental 
Organization. In addition, he participated in the Academy of Latter Day Saints Dentists and 
the Periodontics Study Club. 

The most rewarding aspects of Dan’s time at TUSDM include his time conducting research 
in the Periodontics Department under Dr. Evangelos Papathanasiou and participating in 
the Perio Select Program during the second semester of his fourth year. 

Dan is thankful for his time at Tufts and for the countless experiences and friendships he 
has developed. He would like to thank all of the clinic faculty and staff who have helped 
him become the clinician he is today. Dan would like to especially thank his Group 
Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki and Theano Eliopoulos, for their 
patience and consistency with their teaching; and Drs. Robert Gyruko, Francois Fisselier, 
William Lobel, Won-Kyung Kim, and Samah Bukhari for sharing their wisdom and kind 
demeanor.

Dan would like to express his gratitude towards his family both in Virginia and in Seoul, but 
he wishes to especially give gratitude to his parents, Young and Julia Leigh. Without their 
combined support he could not have gotten through the four years of Dental School.

After graduation Dan will begin his postgraduate education in Periodontics at Tufts.

Stella was born in South Korea and raised in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology from Case Western Reserve University in 2015 and her 
M.B.S. in Oral Biology from Rutgers University in 2016. While at Tufts Dental, Stella was 
involved in teaching, leadership rolls, and community service. Stella is the recipient of 
Chaim and Rieva Trilling Society of Fellows Scholarship.

Stella would like to thank her practice coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward 
Fidrocki, and Richard Harold for their guidance and inspiration throughout her years in 
clinic. She would also like to thank Drs. Hanna Bae, Duangkamol Blankenship, Thaisa 
Bordin, Hugo Campos, Dongwoo Park, Amit Sachdeo, Pilar Sanchez, Rocio Saavedra, 
William Sylvia, and James Theodore for shaping her into a compassionate and competent 
clinician. 

Most importantly, Stella would like to thank her family for their unconditional love, 
support, and sacrifices they made during her long educational journey. She would also like 
to thank the life-long friends she met along the way that made the journey more 
memorable. Lastly, she would like to thank her colleague and fiancé, Alex Lee, D21, for 
always standing by her side throughout dental school; she truly feels blessed to have 
found such a loving and supportive lifelong partner and is excited to find out what their 
future holds.  

After graduation, Stella will begin her career as a general dentist. She is excited about the 
next chapter in life and wishes the best of luck to the TUSDM class of 2021.

Dan Leigh, D2021

Stella Lee, D2021
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Emily was born in Toronto, Canada and raised in Tustin, California. She attended the 
University of California, Irvine where she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Psychology in 2015. 

While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Emily was involved with the Global 
Service Learning Program and served with the Hispanic Dental Association on their annual 
service trips to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic starting her first year of dental school. 
Through these community service trips, Emily has been able to learn and grow in her 
dental school journey thanks to the leadership of Drs. Leopoldo Correa, James Theodore, 
Boris Bacanurschi, Laurence Barron, Katie Talmo, and Alex Miele. 

In addition, Emily would especially like to thank the Exeter Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark 
Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish, for their direction and guidance into clinical 
dentistry. She also extends her sincerest appreciation towards Drs. Yo-Wei Chen, Ala Ali, 
Marcelo Suzuki, and Richard Doff for the patience, compassion, and knowledge they 
exemplified to her as clinical faculty and providers.

Above all, Emily would like to express her utmost gratitude to her parents, David and Vicki 
Liu, for their unconditional support and love, and to her brother, Dr. Michael Liu, and 
sister-in-law, Dr. Lauren Khan, for their mentorship and continual encouragement. Lastly, 
Emily would like to dedicate her degree to her late grandfather, Rev. Sui-Jin Liu, who 
remains as one of her greatest inspirations as a man of faith and love.

Upon graduation, Emily plans to continue her dental education at an Advanced Education 
 in General Dentistry program at NYU Langone in Brooklyn, New York.

Gina is a proud first-generation Chinese immigrant who grew up in Northborough, 
Massachusetts. She attended Rice University, where she earned B.A.’s in Philosophy and 
Kinesiology with a concentration in Sports Medicine, in addition to excelling in her Pre-
Dental track coursework. She balanced life as a student athlete, researcher, and leader on 
campus, while working in the healthcare, technology, consulting, education, performing 
arts, and service industries. 

While at Tufts, Gina was a dedicated learner in the classroom and the clinic. She was 
recognized on the Dean’s List for her academic achievements. She is particularly grateful 
to have been selected for the Health Literacy Intensive program, to have worked under the 
guidance of Drs. Csilla Gyurko and Robert Gyurko in private practice and implant dentistry, 
to have served in the Emergency Clinic throughout the COVID pandemic, and to have 
provided care in an underserved community during her externship at the Caring Hands of 
Maine Dental Center. 

Early in her Tufts career, Gina founded and was the first President of the Social Justice 
Literacy and Advocacy Club. She coordinated the annual Voter Registration Drive, and 
received a grant from the Tisch College of Civic Life, which was used to conduct civic 
engagement research and create TuftsDentalVotes.org, a voting aid platform designed 
specifically for Tufts Dental. She was recognized for her efforts as a Honos Civicus Society 
inductee. 

Gina would like to thank the brilliant, devoted, and inspiring faculty and staff for instilling 
in her the values of clinical excellence and compassion, and supporting her in achieving some of her most ambitious goals. She 
congratulates the Class of 2021 for all their achievements thus far, and thanks them for entrusting her to be their advocate on the 
Student Promotions Committee. Gina thanks her friends, new and old, near and far, for rallying and supporting her. Gina is deeply 
thankful for every single one of her patients who have entrusted her with the privilege and responsibility of care.  

Gina thanks her dad, Ty Lightner, for his commitment to bettering society and for inadvertently introducing dentistry to her as a way to 
care for people. Gina thanks her mom, Huiyuan Lightner, for her inconceivable strength of character and resilience, and for forging a 
brighter future for her family. Their brilliance, devotion, compassion, and unconditional love, has not only inspired Gina, but it has also 
afforded her the opportunities to become who she is today. 

Gina thanks her fiancé, Jacob Jaffe, for his love and partnership, and for encouraging her to be her most authentic and passionate self in 
all aspects of her life. She looks forward to the rest of their lives together. 

After graduation, Gina will begin a General Practice Residency at Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhattan.  

Emily Liu, D2021 

Gina Lightner, D2021 
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Moved by the stark oral health inequities of underserved communities, Chardai advanced her 
studies in the Doctor of Dental Medicine/Master of Public Health (DMD/MPH) dual degree program 
at Tufts. She is appreciative of the inspiration and guidance at Tufts, which have strengthened her 
passion for civic engagement. 

Originally from the garden state of New Jersey, Chardai graduated magna cum laude from 
Northeastern University with a B.S. degree in Health Science in 2015. Her commitment to 
leadership and service flourished while at Tufts. Chardai served four years as the Ethics, 
Professionalism and Citizenship (EPC) Committee student representative, which awarded her the 
opportunity to help fortify a culture of accountability, respect, and integrity among the Tufts 
student body. In her roles as student teaching assistant and lecturer for the Professionalism, 
Ethics & Law in Dentistry course, she engaged first-year students on the importance of 
circumventing ethical blind-spots using mindfulness, self-awareness, and intention.  

Chardai dedicated her efforts to supporting marginalized communities through service. For three 
years, Chardai served on the Executive Board of Spectrum/Tufts Dental LGBTQA organization. She 
spearheaded educational events and community outreach to improve LGBT+ inclusivity, cultural 
awareness, and access to care. She will always cherish the solidarity and comradery of Tufts, 
which helped her lead fearlessly, as well as the many smiles shared while marching with fellow 
students, faculty, and staff in the 2019 Boston Pride Parade. Additionally, Chardai served as the 
2018-2019 Welcome Coordinator of the Tufts Student National Dental Association (SNDA), an 
organization that upholds increasing access to care and resources for the underserved and 
diversifying the dental workforce.  

Her dental public health efforts culminated in a three-week global service-learning project in 
Zambia, Africa. As a 2019 Tisch Summer Fellow, Chardai and the Tufts team collaborated with local dental therapists and community volunteers to 
strategically leverage the existing health care infrastructure and provide dental prevention and treatment to Zambians living in remote villages. 

Chardai credits her success to her strong support network of family, friends, and mentors. She extends her sincere gratitude to Executive Dean Mark 
Gonthier, Nancy Marks, Kathryn Dolan, Drs. Robert Kasberg, Kathryn Ragalis, Dara Rogers, Theano Eliopoulos, and David Leader. Chardai’s love of 
dentistry was ignited at an office in Midtown Manhattan, and she is indebted to the support and guidance of Dr. Dean Vafiadis, Pamela Stern, and 
the entire New York Smile Institute family. 

She dedicates her DMD/MPH degree to the strong, confident Black matriarchs – her mother, Rashida, late grandmother, Sweetie Pie, and Aunt 
Deane – who passed on their wisdom and embody the importance of excellence throughout life. She appreciates the sacrifices and resilience of her 
mother that helped pave the way for her success. Chardai also thanks her brother, Marquis, who always makes her feel “cool” even though she is a 
huge nerd.  

Lastly, Chardai extends a huge thank you to her partner of six years, Hannah, for her unwavering support and motivation, which strengthened her 
drive to excel at Tufts. 

After graduation, Chardai will advance her clinical proficiency by completing a general practice residency (GPR) at Denver Health Medical Center. 

Lauren was raised in Mountain Lakes, NJ. After high school, she continued her studies at 
Washington University in St. Louis, earning B.A. in Anthropology. After WashU, Lauren 
worked as a 3rd Grade Special education teacher which taught her interpersonal skills, to 
be patient, and to communicate well, but missed the science and handiwork that dentistry 
brings. After guidance from her pediatric dentist, Dr. Suzy Press, Lauren feels endlessly 
grateful to have discovered dentistry, which perfectly combines her passions and 
strengths. 

In dental school, Lauren was active in the Tufts community clubs, research and 
volunteering events. She acted as the president of Smile Squad, co-president of the Jewish 
Student Association and secretary of American Dental Education Association (ADEA). 
Volunteering both locally and internationally, in the Dominican Republic, Lauren sincerely 
appreciated how these experiences helped her grow as a well-rounded healthcare 
professional. Continuing with her passion for education, Lauren was a teaching assistant 
(TA) in both operative dentistry and for her group practice, Fairfield. Working as a clinical 
TA was her most coveted role, as she remembers fondly all the mentorship she received at 
Tufts and was glad to be able to pay it forward. 

Graduating as the first dentist in her family, Lauren extends her most heartfelt thanks to 
her support system who cheered her on every step of the way. First and foremost, Lauren 
thanks and dedicates her degree to her loving parents, Allison and Michael Lubowitz. She 
thanks them for always reminding her of her unlimited potential, encouraging her and 
travelling to Boston from NYC so that her Dad could be her first patient. Lauren thanks her 

twin brother, Ethan, for allowing her to practice a composite veneer on his front tooth and apologizes for the other restoration that fell off 
immediately afterwards. She thanks her favorite sister, Numba, for keeping her updated with trends, TikToks and for almost always 
answering her Facetime calls. Lauren extends her sincerest thanks her boyfriend, Jordan, who has also received an excellent dental 
education alongside her these last 4 years and inspires her to be the best version of herself. Lauren wishes her grandma was here today 
to witness her success, but knows that she will always be her angel wings. 

Lauren was fortunate enough to receive mentorship from her Tufts classmates, faculty and staff. She thanks her friends, PALO: Alyssa 
Kotin, Colleen Oleynik, and Pranali Vyas for studying together for every exam, and all the laughs and memory tricks along the way. Lauren 
feels utmost gratitude to her group practice coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez and Frank DeCaro, who mentored her to a 
competent and confident dentist. Lastly, Lauren thanks colleagues who had a huge impact on her practice including (but not limited to) 
Drs. Ronald Davitt, Mariam Margvelashvili, Natalie Hagel, Francois Fisselier, Katie Talmo, Boris Bacanurschi, and Karen Wallach. 

After graduation, Lauren will be reuniting with her family in New York City to complete a General Practice Residency at Kings County 
Hospital in Brooklyn. 

Chardai Lyde, D2021

Lauren Lubowitz, D2021
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Vincenzo was born in Montreal, Québec Canada. Seeking better opportunities, he and his 
family relocated to the United States when Vincenzo was very young. Vincenzo was raised 
in the Adirondacks, a rural mountainous region in upstate New York. Vincenzo grew up in 
the family restaurant business and learned at a young age the meaning of hard work and 
sacrifice. He credits much of his success to his parents, Paolo Magro and Bonnie Magro, 
whom have worked tirelessly for a better life for both of their sons. If it weren’t for them, he 
wouldn’t be where he is today. When Vincenzo wasn’t working, he would spend his free 
time backcountry skiing Whiteface Mountain or traveling to the Mediterranean where he 
would spend his summers visiting his Grandparents and family in San Giuseppe Jato and 
Cattolica Eraclea, Sicily. 

Vincenzo went on to graduate from Saranac Lake High School in 2010 and then went on to 
be the first person in his family to attend college. Vincenzo attended The University of 
Vermont his first year and then went on to receive his Bachelor of Science in Biology from 
Niagara University, where he graduated with honors. After his undergraduate studies, 
Vincenzo decided to attend Farleigh Dickinson University for a Masters in Health Sciences. 
It was during this time that he discovered his love for dentistry. He would like to thank Drs. 
David J. Balestrini D.M.D., Jay S. Schuster D.D.S., Andrew T. Sacco D.M.D., Rodolfo P. Wert 
D.D.S., Mercedes R. Wert D.D.S., his girlfriend, Mercedes I. Wert D.M.D. and, lastly, his 
younger brother, Dr. Nicholas Magro D.M.D., whom were all instrumental in their guidance 
towards a career in dentistry during this time period.  

Vincenzo could not be more grateful for the unconditional love from his mom, dad, brother, 
girlfriend, family and friends who were there every step of the way. He is also thankful to have created everlasting memories and 
relationships with both his friends and faculty at Tufts. As a clinician, Vincenzo seeks to be a positive change for the future. Vincenzo 
would like to extend his gratitude to his mentors Drs. Flaviano J. Difalco and Yoon H. Kang for their wisdom during his time at Tufts; his 
practice coordinators Drs. Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Frank DeCaro and Paul L. Trombly for their guidance navigating clinic; and, lastly, a 
special thank you to Drs. Ronald Davitt, Francois Fisselier, Mariam Margvelashvili, Mirian Belussi, Hugo Campos, Peter Arsenault, 
Kanchan Ganda, Colette Catalino, and Robert H. Kasberg Jr., for their instrumental clinical guidance and excellence in teaching 
throughout the course of dental school. Vincenzo will attend a GPR residency at SUNY Upstate Medical Center in Syracuse, NY after 
graduation. 

Lastly, a special thank you to Vincenzo’s earliest mentors that solidified his calling towards the medical field, Drs. Duncan Forbes Winters 
M.D., Mark Gallo Ph.D., Jawdat Mustafa M.D., Mrs. Alison Riley-Clark RN-MSN, Upper Mountain Volunteer Fire Company, Mr. Dylan 
Tubertini and Mr. Scott Augustine.

Mike Lynn is from Kernersville, North Carolina, where he grew up with his two brothers. 
Mike graduated from East Carolina University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Public Health in 
2016. He then pursed a Master’s Degree in Biomedical Sciences at Mississippi College. 
Mike is the recipient of the Tufts University Dental Alumni Association Endowed 
Scholarship.

During his time at Tufts, Mike served as the President for the Practice Management Club 
where he strived to bring the business world of dentistry to dental students ranging from 
practice ownership, managing debt and dental practice acquisition vs. practice start-ups. 
Mike also served on the community outreach team for TeamSmile for the greater Boston 
Area, where he participated in giving free dental care to hundreds of at-risk kids. Mike 
served as a TA for Gross Anatomy, where he spent endless hours in the cadaver lab, 
helping dental students adjust to one of the hardest subjects in dental school.

Mike would like to give a special thanks Dr. Robert Amato for introducing him to the 
complex world of Endodontics and would also like to give a special thank you to the 
Practice Coordinators in the Back Bay clinic, including Drs. Michael McQueen, David 
Leader, Armond Enos and Maria Torres. Mike would also like to thank some of his mentors, 
including Louise Paolucci and Drs. Mary-Jane Hanlon and Robert Kasberg for always 
believing in him.  

Mike’s achievements could not have been possible without the support of his friends and, 
more importantly, his family. He would like to send a special thanks to his fiancé, Lindsey, 

 for making the sacrifice of moving across the country and away from family to take on this 
 journey with him. 

 Upon graduation Mike will be moving to Charleston, South Carolina, where he will be 
 attending the Medical University of South Carolina to pursue a degree in Endodontics.  

Vincenzo Magro, D2021

Mike Lynn, D2021 



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  77

.

Karishma is from England, where she graduated from King’s College London with a 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery in 2016. She practiced NHS and private dentistry for two years 
in England, before moving to Boston to begin the International Students DMD program at 
Tufts. During her time at Tufts, Karishma excelled clinically and academically: She was 
endowed as a Dean’s List Recipient, was selected to partake in Electives based on merit, 
and awarded a scholarship from Crosstex for her work in improving oral health in the 
community. 

Karishma has a great passion for oral health education, as well as cosmetic and implant 
dentistry. As a senior student, Karishma was selected to be in the Implant Dentistry 
Selective, where with the guidance and support of Drs. Francois Fisselier and Hadi Gholami, 
she learned world-class implant skills through digital planning and training in implant 
surgeries.

Karishma was also the project lead of the Tufts Reusable Face Mask Fundraiser, working 
tirelessly with her team to raise funds for students to help rural communities via Remote 
Area Medical Mission Trips. 

Karishma feels extremely blessed and thanks God, who has helped her through every step 
of her journey. She would like to extend her deepest gratitude to her US family: Al, Hanifa, 
Khairun, Junaid, and Alisha, and to her UK family: Aslam, Tina, and Ayaz, for their 
unwavering support, continual prayers and bountiful love. Karishma would also like to 
thank her friends: without their laughs, cries, and hugs, dental school (again!) would not 

 have been the same. She would like to also thank Dr. Ronald Perry – the father of the 
 International Students, Dr. Ronald Davitt – a continuous light in her path, and Dr. Paul 
  Trombly – for his constant support. Last but most certainly not least, Karishma would like 
 to take this opportunity to tell Shawn, her husband and biggest supporter, that she 
 appreciates him, and loves him dearly. 

 After graduating, Karishma intends to continue pursuing her dream of raising oral health 
 awareness, helping her community, and maturing her passions for implant and cosmetic 
 dentistry. She wishes all Tufts graduates a lifetime of happiness and success. 

Ahmed was born and raised in Hebron, Palestine. He earned his Bachelor of Dental Surgery 
degree from Al-Quds University in 2011. He worked in his private clinic for 3 years before 
moving to the United States in late 2014, where he worked in California until moving to 
Boston to enroll in Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. He passed his NBDEs in 
2016 and became a RDH in 2017 after passing the licensing exams. As he prepared for 
exams and applied to dental schools, Ahmed continuously developed his dental skills 
through taking CE courses and enrolling in different courses.   

Ahmed would like to thank God for His constant blessings and guidance in every step of his 
career. He also expresses deepest gratitude to his parents for their continuous love and 
support during every hardship through their unceasing prayers.  

Ahmed would like to thank Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and David Paul for their 
exceptional mentorship and for always being available in person and virtually whenever 
their guidance was needed, especially during the tough times that the D21 class has been 
through, He would also like to thank all of the TUSDM faculty for their continuous support, 
knowledge and the experience that they shared. Additionally, he would like to thank 
Matilda Bejko, Jackie Kulas and Ali Redjaee for their continuous support and help during 
clinic times and for the joy they brought to the clinic, even during our toughest times, 
making the journey smoother and easier for the entire class. 

Ahmed felt fortunate to be accepted to the IS21 TUSDM Family. Being a Jumbo has been an 
enriching experience! Ahmed would like to thank Drs. Ronald Perry and Jeanette Sabir- 

 Holloway for providing him the opportunity to belong to the Tufts Family. He gives special 
 thanks to Dr. Perry for his immense help and guidance throughout the 29-month journey. 
 After graduation, Ahmed would like to start working in the Silicon Valley, CA in 
 private practice.

Karishma Manji, DI2021 

Ahmed Manssara, DI2021
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Nichole was born in Guayaquil, Ecuador and moved to Miami, Florida at about two years 
old. She graduated from Florida International University Honors College with a Bachelor of 
Science in Biology in 2015. During her time at Tufts, Nichole was a member of various 
organizations including ASDA, SNDA, HDA and also volunteered in the Boston Living Center 
initiative.

Nichole is very grateful for the invaluable guidance and support from numerous faculty 
members, staff and colleagues who have helped her become a better clinician and 
individual. She would like to give a huge thank you to the Exeter Group Practice 
Coordinators: Drs. Mary Karish, Alan Epstein, and Mark Caddell. Their teachings have 
allowed Nichole to grow as a provider during every appointment and leave Tufts with the 
confidence needed to provide the best comprehensive care to patients. In addition, Nichole 
would like to thank all faculty that worked on the 4th floor clinic for their patience and 
compassion while developing her skills as a clinician. Nichole would also like to give a 
huge shoutout to the 4th floor staff for making her experience at Tufts unforgettable. 

Last but not least, Nichole would like to thank her family and colleagues for their love and 
support during dental school. She could not have made it this far without the ultimate 
support of her parents Lilliam Simon and Carlos Martin; her sister, Juliette Martin; and her 
grandma, Miriam Simon. She is grateful for her uncles, aunts, and cousins who have also 
continuously supported her throughout her time in dental school. Nichole is grateful for 
her fellow classmates and life-long friends she has met.

 After graduation, Nichole is looking forward to building her practice and serving the 
 community as a comprehensive dentist.

David was born in Franklin, Indiana and grew up in Greenwood, Indiana, only 15 minutes 
north of the hospital where he was born. He graduated from Indiana University – 
Bloomington, receiving a Bachelor of Science in Biology. David matriculated into the Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine class of D2021 in July 2017.

David worked hard during dental school and his efforts showed. He co-founded a new 
organization at the school, the Left-Handed Dental Organization, and was co-president 
from his second year of dental school until his fourth year. This club worked to provide a 
community for Left-Handed students a place to be able to learn from others with the same 
handedness. Also, David was involved in the Oral and Maxillofacial Club since his 
sophomore year, where he developed friendships with like-minded, driven individuals that 
excelled in school. David was offered a position as the Secretary of the Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery Club, which he happily helped underclassmen with their similar 
goals. David was on the Dean’s List from 2018-2020. He was inducted into the Robert R. 
Andrews Honor Society as well as the Bates Research Society, and was the recipient of Dr. 
James E. Royer, D78, Endowed Scholarship. He was the recipient of the 3rd place research 
award during his Bates Day Research Presentation in 2020. David would like to extend a 
special thank you to his research fellows and classmates that worked on projects with him, 
and his research mentors, Drs. Yoon H. Kang and Marcelo Suzuki. 

David would like to acknowledge the outstanding faculty and staff at TUSDM. First and 
foremost, David would like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg for introducing TUSDM to him in his 
undergraduate years and providing this amazing opportunity to attend this program. His 

goals would not have been achieved without the dedication and support of his mentors, especially those that helped him work towards 
his dream of becoming an Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon. In addition, David would like to acknowledge Drs. Steven Rubin and Joey D. 
Chang for introducing and demonstrating proficiency in the complex and rewarding world of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.

Most importantly, David would like to thank his entire family: parents, David and Donna Mann; his sister, Gretchen Prout; Dr. David 
Comstock D.M.D., D20; and his amazing girlfriend, Melanie Cristobal, for their unwavering love and support. He would like to dedicate his 
dental education to his grandparents, Donald and Beverly Skaggs, Lois and Robert Long, and his uncle, Dr. Michael Mann MD.

David is looking to advance his education in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery upon graduation.

Nichole Martin, D2021

David Mann, D2021
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Haroon was born and raised in Santa Clara, California and graduated from San Jose High 
School in 2016. He then earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from University of 
California, San Diego. After his undergraduate studies, Haroon continued his work in the 
field of biology at Gilead Sciences as a lab information systems intern. In addition, Haroon 
was a consultant for Redbock, which provides pharmaceutical consulting services. Haroon 
received his acceptance to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine the following year in 
2017. 

Haroon is a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed 
Scholarship.

During his time at Tufts, Haroon spent his time volunteering as a Big Brother for the Big 
Brother Little Brother program and was an active member of multiple organizations. He 
also organized service events at local mosques and temples for oral health literacy and 
screenings. During his clinical years at TUSDM, Haroon thrived the most and enjoyed his 
experiences and rapport with patients.

Haroon would first and foremost like to thank God for providing him with the ability and 
opportunity to be in such a privileged position. He would like to thank his parents and 
brothers for their everlasting support in all aspects of his life. Haroon would also like to 
friends and classmates for being their every step of the way. Haroon would like to thank 
the following friend groups for keeping him sane during his time at Tufts: Jahannam 
Buddies, General Chat, Tufts Bros, Paan Squad, and Buckos. Haroon would like to thank 

the PCs of Dorchester, which include Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Elipoulos, and Richard Harold, for their wonderful guidance and 
support during his clinical years. Haroon knows he would not have been able to function in clinic without the important staff in 
Dorchester and would like to thank the dispensary team, Matilda Bejko, Allyson Santo, Mena Majeed, and Merlene James-Harris. He 
would like to thank Drs. Maria Avrampou, Pilar Sanchez, and Jose Segura for their clinical guidance. Haroon would also like to thank his 
mentor, Dr. Paul Trombly, for always providing him with delicious dinners and an opportunity to meet different members of dental 
specialties. Haroon would also like to give special recognition to Drs. Samah Bukhari and Khalid Shaikhi for their constant guidance in all 
aspects of dentistry and being there in different avenues all throughout his 4 years at Tufts.

After graduation, Haroon will be completing a 1 year AEGD program at the University of Connecticut, and then plans to go back to the 
west coast.

Ratan Marwah grew up in Monroe, Connecticut where he first shadowed his primary care 
physician, his dentist, and a local physical therapist, which all sparked his interest in the 
healthcare profession.

After high school, Ratan went to Tufts University School of Arts and Sciences. There he 
received a B.S. degree in Chemistry. Throughout his time at Tufts undergrad, he was 
mentored by upperclassmen and professors, which all helped him realize his true passion: 
dentistry. Through the Leonard Carmichael Society at Tufts, he was able to guide both high 
school students and underclassmen in figuring out what they wanted to do post-
graduation. 

Ratan sincerely thanks Tufts faculty who all played an important role in helping him 
become an all around health professional by providing him with the best education 
possible. He would especially like to thank Drs. Alberto Sarmiento, Olympia Karacosta, and 
Karen Wallach for their guidance and support as Practice Coordinators for group practice 
Atlantic. Ratan is also grateful for the mentorship and expertise of Drs. Pilar Sanchez, 
Rocio Saavedra, Aidee Herman, Hadi Gholami, Robert Mandell, Shubha Nanda, Shivani 
Patel, and Sheldon Yunes. Under Dr. Wallach, he played an essential role on the E-Board 
for Delta Sigma Delta in organizing various events throughout his time at Tufts Dental.

Most importantly, Ratan would like to thank his family for their tremendous support, 
encouragement, and unconditional love. He understands and sincerely appreciates the 
sacrifices they have made to help him in this amazing educational journey. 

 After graduating, Ratan will be starting as an associate dentist with Aspen Dental in 
 New Jersey.

Haroon Masood, D2021

Ratan Marwah, D2021
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Michael was born and raised in Lowell, Massachusetts as the oldest of three siblings. He 
attended the University of Massachusetts Amherst and earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Microbiology in 2009. Upon graduating, Michael went on to teach Biology at Lowell High 
School, followed by work as a Lab Technician at Massachusetts General Hospital. After four 
years of performing research, Michael focused his attention on becoming a dentist. He 
worked as a dental assistant at the Hirshberg-Wozny Dental Group in downtown Boston for 
a year. In 2016, he began his Master’s program at Tufts Medical School and earned a 
Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences in 2017. Michael is the recipient of the Gentle 
Dental Scholarship. 

While at Tufts, Michael continued his passion for research investigating the 
remineralization properties of dental cements, as well as their effects on shear bond 
strength and Vickers hardness. He presented his work at TUSDM’s Bates Day and the IADR 
Conference in Vancouver, B.C. in 2019. Michael served as an appointed clinical teaching 
assistant in the Charlestown group practice, through which he was able to continue his 
desire to help his fellow colleagues as well as further his appreciation for the career of 
dentistry through sharing knowledge with others. 

Michael would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, and 
Denisa Stasa for their willingness to make him a competent clinician, Dr. Peter Arsenault 
for always being there throughout the ups and downs of dental school, all faculty and staff 
who helped him through his time in school, the dentists and staff at Hirshberg-Wozny 
Dental Group for taking a chance on him when he had no dental assisting experience, and 

 finally to Dr. Steve Demetriou, who inspired and helped him along his journey to become 
 a dentist. 

Michael would also like to thank his family and friends for getting him through the challenges of dental school, particularly his mother, 
Brenda; sister, Madison; brother, Maxwell; and girlfriend, Nikki Trone. Michael would like to dedicate his D.M.D. to his mother, Brenda, 
who has always been there for him and has continuously prioritized his success and well-being over anything else in her life, and his late 
father, Joe, who was a loving, caring and selfless person, and instilled in Michael a never-quit attitude, to set a goal and not stop until it’s 
reached. Michael will be forever grateful for the lifelong friendships he built at Tufts. 

Upon graduating, Michael will be moving to Portland, ME to complete a one-year Advanced Education in General Dentistry residency 
before he settles into private practice.

Originally from Toronto, Canada, Meghan grew up in the small town of Dacula, Georgia, just 
outside of Atlanta. She attended Georgia Southern University and graduated in 2014 with 
her Bachelor of Science in Biology and Bachelor of Arts in Spanish. Meghan then went on 
to receive her Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in Hollywood, 
Florida in 2016. Meghan is a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher 
Endowed Scholarship.

Meghan would like to thank her friend group, the Tendies, for making her time at Tufts so 
enjoyable. Additionally, she would like to thank Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and David 
Paul, of Group Practice Charlestown, for their incredible guidance and support in making 
her the clinician she is today. Meghan would also like to thank Drs. Steven Eisen, BiNa Oh, 
Thaisa Bordin, Ala Ali, and Hadi Gholami for their clinical mentorship. Lastly, a huge thanks 
to Tangy Person, Matilda Bejko, and Jacqueline Romano for all their help and kindness! 

Meghan would like to thank her family most of all, for their constant love, support, and 
faith in her throughout her journey to graduation. 

After graduation, Meghan plans to move to Arizona to practice as a General Dentist.

Michael McCabe, D2021

Meghan Mauceri, D2021
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Mitch grew up in the northwest suburbs of Chicago as the youngest of four children. 
Mitch’s father inspired him, along with his three siblings, to become doctors through his 
perpetual enthusiasm for dentistry and relentless work ethic. Mitch attended the University 
of Illinois in beautiful Champaign-Urbana, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Molecular and Cellular Biology with a minor in Chemistry. While in Champaign, he 
participated in several extracurricular activities, including dental mission trips with an 
organization called the Global Medical Brigades. He visited Honduras three times with his 
father to provide dental care to underprivileged populations and served as president of the 
University of Illinois chapter during his junior year.

After graduation, Mitch then matriculated at TUSDM. While in his first year of clinic, Mitch 
began to utilize any time away from school as an opportunity to learn from local dentists in 
private practice. He worked with Tufts faculty members Drs. Gerard Kugel, Marmar 
Mezgarzedeh, and Ali Muftu and would like to thank them for sharing their clinical 
expertise and knowledge of practical dentistry. When the COVID-19 pandemic broke out, 
he continued this work in private practice throughout Massachusetts, meeting many Tufts 
alumni and making the most of his time away from school. 

Mitch would like to acknowledge everyone in his group practice for helping him through 
the last two years, including Drs. Richard Harold, Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos, as 
well as Allyson Santo, Merlene James-Harris, Jackie Roman, Matilda Bejko, and Ali Redjaee. 
In addition, he would like to thank Drs. Mirian Belussi, Ala Ali, and Pilar Sanchez for 
teaching him so much and making the difficulties of pre-clin and clinic much more 

 manageable. Mitch would also like to recognize his D21 classmates Amanda McKane and 
 Michael McCabe for always offering help with classwork, as well as D20 graduates David 
 Michaels, Justin Marino, and Allen McQuarrie for pushing him every day to become a 
 better clinician.

Above all, Mitch’s family has played the most integral part of his graduation from dental school. His siblings Colleen, Chelsey, and 
Matthew have acted as incredible role models for Mitch and motivated him to achieve his full potential. His father taught him to always 
do things the right way and, more importantly, demonstrated what it means to persevere through adversity. Lastly, his mother always 
gave him unwavering love and went to the ends of the Earth to ensure that her children succeeded. Mitch would like to dedicate this 
accomplishment to his family and looks forward to returning to Chicago following graduation to work with his father, Matt, and Colleen in 
private practice.

Amanda grew up in Orland Park, Illinois. She graduated from Benedictine University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Health Sciences in 2015. Amanda then worked at Advocate 
Good Samaritan Hospital as a Newborn Hearing Screener and at Palos Dental Center as an 
assistant before pursuing her dream and attending Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine.

During her time at Tufts, Amanda learned valuable lessons that she will take with her in all 
aspects of her career and life. She was very active in the Tufts Dental School community 
and served as the course liaisons for Pediatric Dentistry and Periodontology II, as well as 
participating in numerous organizations. One of Amanda’s favorite things to do at Tufts 
was help her underclassman colleagues navigate their way through dental school and 
share her experiences. 

Amanda would like to express her sincerest gratitude to all of her faculty who helped her 
succeed in dental school, especially to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Leader, 
Armond Enos, Maria Torres and Michael McQueen for all their patience, guidance and 
mentorship. Amanda would also like to thank the numerous faculty that have helped along 
the way including her “school mom,” Ligelia (Alyx) Ortiz. She would like to give a special 
thanks to Drs. Michael Thompson and Robert Kasberg for their never-ending support; and 
to Drs. Steven Eisen, James Theodore and Addy Alt-Holland for being the best mentors, 
friends and teachers throughout all four years of her dental school career. Amanda would 
like to also thank all the faculty she has been given the chance to work with and learn from 
in clinic including, but not limited to, Drs. Francois Fisselier, Marcelo Suzuki, Nopsaran 

Chiamattayompol, Amit Sachedo, Ala Ali, Mirian Belussi, Hugo Campos, Dean Cohen, Robert Gyruko, and especially to Dr. Rocio 
Saavedra, who helped her discover her love for treating pediatric patients. Amanda would also like to thank Patty Casey and Paula 
Callahan for all their hard work, as well as her entire 2nd floor faculty including her dispensary staff, her Patient Registrations Assistants 
Jackie Kulas, Juan Catano and Val DiStefano, and especially her Financial Coordinator, Caitlin Lu. 

Above all, Amanda would like to thank her amazing family, especially her mother Donna McKane, and her aunt Debra Ippolito for their 
endless love and support from across the country. In addition, Amanda would like to thank all of her patients for their patience and trust 
in her, as well as her incredible friends have made the last four years a lot of fun. Finally, Amanda would like to give the biggest thank you 
to her biggest fan and supporter, her father, Dr. Les McKane, who not only introduced her to her love for dentistry but gave her every 
opportunity to make her dreams come true. Amanda’s success would not have been possible without such an incredible support system.

After graduation, Amanda will work as a general dentist at her father’s private dental practice in Palos Heights, IL providing oral 
healthcare to the Greater-Chicago area.

Mitchell McShane, D2021

Amanda McKane, D2021
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Aidan was born and raised in Shiraz, Iran until the age of 10. He then moved to Houston, 
Texas, which he has called home for the past 18 years. Aidan received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Neuroscience at the University of Texas - Dallas. After finishing college, 
Aidan moved back to Houston where he received his Master of Science degree in 
Biomedical Science. Upon completion, he was accepted into and ultimately chose to attend 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine to pursue his dream of becoming a Dentist. 

While at TUSDM, Aidan helped start the Tufts Dental Aesthetic Society and served as one of 
the key E-board members in accelerating the organization in to one of the most popular 
clubs on campus. He helped organize multiple guest lectures from renowned dentists and 
put together workshops focused on the art of aesthetic dentistry. He was also an E-board 
member of the Persian Association of Student Dentists and Dentists at Tufts focused on 
bringing awareness to the Tufts community about the Persian culture and helping put 
together a New Year (Nowruz) event for all students to enjoy. 

Following graduation, Aidan intends to move back to his home state of Texas to begin 
working as an associate dentist until he is ready to become a practice owner. 

Aidan is grateful for everyone that he has met along this journey. The faculty and staff have 
been nothing short of amazing and having the opportunity to learn and be mentored by 
some of the greatest minds in dentistry has been an absolute pleasure. He would also like 
to thank all his dental school friends, The Squad, for making dental school such a joyful 
journey. Although it had its tough times, he could not have done it without his friends who 

he holds dear to his heart. They made the journey fun. Aidan wants to also thank his hometown and college friends for always being 
supportive and motivating him to continue on this journey. He would also like to thank his cousins, Dr. Ali Khadivi, D.D.S. and Dr. Amir 
Khadivi, D.D.S. They were the catalyst in pushing him towards dentistry and, without their advice and help, he would not have gotten this 
far. They embody true professionals of dentistry and inspire Aidan to strive to be as great as them one day. Last and certainly not least, 
Aidan would like to thank his parents and brother. They have been there for him through thick and thin. They have been his biggest fans 
and have made personal sacrifices to support Aidan in the pursuit of his dreams. Without them, he would not be where he is today. He is 
forever grateful to them and looks forward to beginning the next chapter in life living close to them again. 

Hilary was born in raised in Acushnet, Massachusetts. In 2016 she graduated from the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst with a Bachelor of Science in Biology. Before 
matriculating at Tufts Dental, Hilary worked as a dental assistant in Brookline, MA during a 
gap year. While at Tufts, Hilary was the recipient of the Dr. Norbert P. Fraga Scholarship.  
She also had the opportunity to serve as a Student Teaching Assistant for the pre-clinical 
Pediatrics course, where she greatly enjoyed helping the underclassmen in their various 
clinical projects.

Over the past four years Hilary has received invaluable mentorship from numerous faculty 
and staff. She would like to thank all of the professors and her practice coordinators, Drs. 
Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusamao, Frank DeCaro, Ronald Davitt, and Rocio Saavedra 
for their guidance, patience and impactful lessons over the past four years. 

Most importantly, Hilary would like to thank her parents, Elaine and Francis; her 
stepmother, Lucy; and her partner, Michael, for their endless support over the past four 
years, and for always encouraging her to be her best self.

Following graduation, Hilary plans to attend a General Practice Residency at New York 
Medical College in Valhalla, New York. 

 

Aidan Moayyed, D2021

Hilary Jackson Mello, D2021
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As an international student, Mostafa received his Bachelor of Dental Surgery in Dentistry 
from Misr International University (MIU) in Cairo, Egypt, 2014. Prior to joining TUSDM, 
Mostafa completed an AEGD 1-year residency with NYU Langone Hospitals from 2017-
2018. When Mostafa is not helping patients in Fairfield Clinic at TUSDM or lifting weights 
at the gym, he is working with a team to lead the Tufts Dental African Diaspora United 
(ADU) organization. ADU is an organization founded by Valerie Bouhoum (IS20) to unite 
students of African descent and to serve the community. Mostafa was also the layout 
designer for the Tufts ASDA Newsletter “Impressions” until early 2020. In addition to 
clinical Dentistry, Mostafa has also honed his skills in Dental research by working on a few 
research projects in the Gavel Lab, one of which got published. 

Mostafa’s most memorable experience at Tufts was when he helped a patient who came in 
complaining of her smile and her top teeth being crooked. By making her dentures that 
improved her smile, the patient was able to show her teeth comfortably and always 
expressed her gratitude whenever she visited TUSDM clinics. This constantly reminded 
Mostafa of the nobility of his career choice.

Post-graduation, Mostafa will be moving back to NYC to pursue a career as a General 
Dentist in private practice. Mostafa would like to work as an associate for a few years 
before opening his own practice.

Mostafa would like to thank his wife, Jasmine Ghanem (IS20), for helping him join TUSDM 
and for being his family and support system, along with their newborn daughter. Mostafa 

would also like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry, Director of the IS class, for his constant support and all he does for his students; Dr. Jeanette 
Sabir-Holloway, for her leadership and care and being ADU’s supervising faculty; Dr. Francois Fisselier for always being there when you 
need him as a faculty or a friend; and Drs. Paul Trombly, Ileana Gonzales and Frank Decarro for being awesome PCs leading Fairfield and 
voicing our concerns. He would like to thank Drs. Gerard Kugel and Tran Duong, as well as Katie Dunn and Roberta Afutu for helping with 
his research projects. Mostafa would like to thank the DPAs of Fairfield, Flavio Ferreira, Denise Tran and Julie Fleck for all they do with 
scheduling and he is also thankful for all the work done by the dispensary team and clinical administration. Last but not least, Mostafa 
would like to thank all his friends in the IS class and his class leadership for being a team and each others’ company during this journey 
and making him feel at home.

With her Bohemian lifestyle, Sasha was born in Belgaum, India and migrated to the U.S. in 
1993 with her parents. She then went back to India in 2004 to reconnect with her culture. 
She earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery (B.D.S.) degree from Rajeev Gandhi University 
of Health Sciences in 2015. Sasha worked as an associate just over a year before she heard 
her calling to return to her other home country, the U.S., in June 2016. After taking the 
National Boards, gaining clinical experience through shadowing and tutoring at a 
community college, she finally received the acceptance letter for the International Dentist 
Program at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in October 2018. 

Since having lost her father and strongest supporter, Ashvini Mogali, to ALS in 2008, her 
relatives have stepped up and helped her continue to achieve her dream. Eternal thanks to 
her father’s brother, Abhay Mogali, who has provided financial, emotional and paternal 
support all these years. Hearty thanks to the entire Mogali family, especially Aunt Swati, 
Preeti and Cheeto! Thanks to Manda Shankar (Mom #2) and late Dr. Jaya Shankar, her aunt 
and uncle from Raleigh, NC, who provided the initial launchpad of homely love and support 
upon moving to the U.S. Sasha would like to thank sweet serendipity (and Dr. Mahesh 
Gondi) for having found her partner, Parth Khatsuria, in Dallas, Texas. Thanks to his 
parents Indira and Mahendra Khatsuria, who’ve nurtured her like the daughter they never 
had. A warm thank you to Dr. Rajshekar Sastry, Vijaya Sastry (Mom #3), Dr. Teji Sastry, 
Chetan Kuchangi, Shlok Kuchangi and Dr. Sangeeta Sastry for inspiring Sasha to achieve 
the American Dream. Thank you to the Shankars — Chetan, Chandan, Jacqueline, Suzanne, 
Ava, Naveen, Perrin, Clara and dogs Skylar and Veda for their super fun, upbeat company 

 and helping Sasha assimilate back into the mix. Sasha thanks her mother, Shaila Mogali 
 (Mom #1), for being her #1 cheerleader and reminding her that anything is possible.

Sasha would like to express her gratitude to the entire Tufts family, especially Dr. Ronald Perry, the most passionate students’ advocate, 
for enabling her to continue her father’s hopes and dreams. Sasha would like to thank Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul 
Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Frank DeCaro and Ronald Davitt for their upliftment, kindness and human touch. Sasha is thankful for 
the beauty-with-brains, Dr. Thaisa Bordin for teaching her Prosthodontics, along with Drs. Francois Fisselier, Pilar Sanchez, Duangkamol 
Blankenship, Gustavo Mahn Arteaga, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol and Marcelo Suzuki. Warm thanks to DPA’s, Denise Tran and Julie Fleck, 
for their camaraderie and sweetness.

Sasha is thankful to all her friends for their silly laughter, soothing solace and a lifetime of friendship. 

Upon graduation, Sasha will be going home to her soon-to-be fiance and husband, Parth. She plans to begin work as a general dentist. 
She will hold down the fort until he graduates from Texas A & M College of Dentistry and join her in expanding their professional pursuits 
through continuing education and community outreach. Congratulations, Class of ‘21!

Mostafa Amer Mohamed, DI2021

Sasha Mogali, DI2021
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Stefanie was born and raised in Boston, Massachusetts. She attended school at University 
of Massachusetts Boston and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Biology in 2016. 
During her gap year she worked as a dental assistant, which is where she found her 
passion for dentistry. After earning her degree, Stefanie was accepted into Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. She is the recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi 
Osher Endowed Scholarship.

Stefanie is very grateful for her education and experience at TUSDM. She would like to 
thank her parents, brother, and friends who have supported her on this journey. She would 
like to give a special thanks to her Practice Coordinators, Staff, and Group Practice Exeter 
for their guidance. 

After Graduation, Stefanie plans to work in the Boston area.

Usman was born in India and he moved to the United States with his parents when he was 
10 years old. Usman graduated from the University of Texas at San Antonio with a Bachelor 
of Science in Biology. Usman’s curiosity about becoming a dentist began when he was in 
high school. He remembers taking his cousin to the airport as he left to start dental school 
when Usman was in ninth grade. Seeing a close family member actually starting dental 
school greatly inspired him towards pursuing a professional career. The importance of 
dental awareness is dear to Usman for many reasons, specifically having never met his 
grandfather due to oral cancer. After obtaining a formal education in Dental Medicine, 
Usman hopes to participate in the effort to increase oral cancer awareness, as this was one 
the reasons why Usman felt motivated to apply to dental school. 

Usman feels fortunate to have the opportunities he has been given at TUSDM and would 
like to thank God for his blessings. He would like to thank all his friends and family, 
especially his parents, cousin, and siblings. Usman would like to thank his cousin, Dr. 
Sulmaan Farooqui, and his wife, Farheen Farooqui, who have helped tremendously 
throughout dental school. Usman thanks his brother Rizwan Mohammed for everything. To 
the friends that were there no matter what happened, Usman would like to thank Osman, 
Faraz, Hira, Dina, Syed, Kiran, Ali, Adam, Tabi, and Pouya. Usman would like to thank Keyur 
Patel for the unwavering support, as his roommate and classmate, and his classmate and 
friend, Shasha Mogali. Usman would like to dedicate his dental degree to his mother and 
father, who have made countless sacrifices to migrate to America. Usman is grateful to 
learn from his group practice coordinators Drs. David Paul, Denise Stasa, and Alex Miele for 

their time, and really appreciates Dr. Miele making him laugh all the time. He would like to thank the pre-clinical faculty that helped him 
throughout the first two years of dental school, Drs. Paul Kwan, Steven Eisen, Iqbal Singh, Paul Leavis, Alvar Gustafan, Mark Lermen, 
Tanya Wright, and Joanne Falzone. Additionally, Usman would like to thank the clinical faculty that mentored and guided him throughout 
his dental school journey, Drs. James Theodore, William Lobel, Thaisa Bordin, Yo-Wei Chen, Gustavo Mahn, Francois Fisselier, Samah 
Bukhari, and Marcelo Suzuki. Usman would like to thank the school staff, Tangy Person, Romell Madison, Patti Casey, Patricia DiAngelis, 
Marlene, Ali, Matida, Jackie Kulas, Ben Molla, Alyson Santo and Tommy for making each day easy and more manageable by helping in 
every way possible. A big thanks to the Academic and Student Affairs staff for their support, especially Katherine Vosker, Karen 
Alexander, Drs. Ronald Perry, Katherine Regalis, Michael Thompson, Robert Kasberg and Robert Amato. Lastly, Usman is really grateful to 
have been a student under the leadership of Dean Nadeem Karimbux. 

After graduation, Usman will complete a GPR/AEGD program in Nebraska and, once his residency is completed, he would like to move 
back to San Antonio, Texas and work there.

Stefanie Moreno, D2021

Usman Mohammed, D2021
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Ghaith was born and raised in Amar, Syria. He earned his Doctor of Dental Surgery degree 
from Damascus University in 2011. He worked in his private clinic for 3 months before 
moving to the United States in late 2011, where he worked in Pennsylvania until moving to 
Boston to enroll in the Tufts Dental School IS program. He passed his NBDEs in 2012. 
During preparing for exams and applying to dental schools, Ghaith continuously developed 
his dental skills through taking CE courses, enrolling in different courses and working as a 
dental assistant with multiple dentists.

Ghaith would like to thank God for His constant blessings and guidance in every step of his 
career. He also expresses deepest gratitude to his family and friends for their continuous 
love and support during every hardship through their unceasing prayers. 

He would like to thank Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stata, and David Paul for their exceptional 
mentorship and for always being available in person and virtually whenever their guidance 
was needed, especially during the tough times that the lass of 2021 has been through. He 
would like to thank all faculty for the continuous support, knowledge and experience they 
shared. Also, he would like to thank Drs. Marcelo Suzuki, Samah Bukhari, and Peter 
Arsenault for their guidance and feed backs which were very helpful in passing the 
licensing exam.

Ghaith is planning to work as an associate in a general practice for few years before moving 
on to have his own Dental practice.

Ghaith feels fortunate to have been accepted into the IS21 TUSDM Family. Being a Jumbo 
 has been an enriching experience! Ghaith would like to thank Drs. Ronald Perry and 
 Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for providing him the opportunity to belong to the Tufts Family. He 
 gives special thanks to Dr. Perry for his immense help and guidance throughout the 
 29-month journey. 

Raluca was born and raised in Bucharest, Romania. She studied Dental Medicine at the 
Carol Davila University in Bucharest. After completing her general dentistry internship, 
Raluca decided to move to the United States, where she wanted to further her dental 
education and become a U.S. licensed dentist. While studying for her NBDE exams, she 
worked as a dental assistant and shadowed experienced dentists in New York City. 
However, for family reasons, Raluca had to put her U.S. aspirations on hold and return to 
Bucharest. Back in Bucharest, Raluca and her husband practiced general dentistry while 
raising their two sons and caring for their family. Raluca returned to the U.S. in 2016 and, 
in 2018, she was accepted into the Dental International Student program at TUSDM.

Raluca is thankful for the opportunities and education she received during the two and a 
half years spent here and especially grateful to Dr. Ronald Perry who welcomed her into the 
Tufts family. She would like to express her gratitude to everyone in Tufts who dedicated 
time and effort towards her education.

Raluca would like to thank her Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa 
and David Paul for all their support and guidance in the clinic. She also thanks all the 
preclinical and clinic faculty who shared their knowledge and helped better her skills, 
especially Drs. Hugo Campos, Pilar Sanchez, Rachel Monteiro, Daniel Lee, BiNa Oh, Maria 
Avrampou, Ala Ali, Ali Muftu, Peyman Beigi, Livia Valverde, Duangkamol Blankenship, 
James Theodore, Peter Arsenault, Elinor Alon, David Bardwell, Francesca Bonino, Taisa 
Bordin, Samah Bukhari, Mirian Belussi, Colette Catalino, David Chang,  Yo-Wei Chen, David 
DaVitt, Irina Dragan, Steven Eisen, Francois Fisselier, Kanchan Ganda, Hadi Gholami, 

 Gülsün Gül, David Harris, Aidee Herman, Mariam Margvelashvili, Gustavo Mahn, Linda 
 Marinello, Lorenzo Mordini, Shubha Nanda, Dongwoo Park, Jongil Park, Kwang Min Park, 
 Kerith Rankin, Rocio Saavedra, Iqbal Singh, Marcelo Suzuki, and Vasiliki Tsakaleli.

Raluca would also like to thank Jackie Roman, Matilda Bejko, Ben Molla, Jackie Alvarado, Gina Boger, Coletta Bradbury, Paula Callahan, 
Patti Casey, Patty DiAngelis, Emily Fang, Iolanda Gomes, Merlene James-Harris, Renald Joseph, Romell Madison, Anita Miller, Tangy 
Person, Lediana Rami, Allyson Santo, Monica Shukle, Tommy Tran, Emma Vaillancourt, Maggie McMorrow, Karen Alexander, Ali Redjaee, 
and Katherine Vosker for their work and patience. 

She will always cherish the friendships she formed in these two and a half years at Tufts. 

Raluca is grateful to her husband and her two sons, Stefan and Tudor, for believing in and encouraging her. 

After graduation, Raluca plans to practice general dentistry together with her husband and best friend, Serban.

Ghaith Nemeh, DI2021

Raluca Nasta, DI2021
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Jackie was born and raised in Indianapolis, Indiana. Attending Butler University and 
Indiana University-Purdue University, she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Chemistry and a M.S. degree in Biology. After receiving her degrees, she worked as a 
medical technologist for Indiana University Health in their microbiology pathology 
department. 

Jackie considers her time at Tufts to be one of the most impactful times of her life, as she 
made invaluable life-long friendships and experienced living in a vibrant and diverse 
coastal city. Jackie is grateful for the challenging academic and clinical training she 
received at Tufts and appreciates the importance of competency in the clinical setting. Her 
most memorable experience was her dental mission trip to St. Elizabeth, Jamaica with the 
Christian Dental Society. This experience has ignited her passion for future endeavors in 
global and community service. 

Jackie’s achievements would not be possible without the unwavering support of her friends 
and family. Jackie would like to give special thanks to her mom for her unconditional 
support throughout Jackie’s entire life and career aspirations. Jackie would also like to 
thank her adorable nieces and nephews for their colorful and chaotic facetime phone calls.

Upon graduation, Jackie is looking forward to moving to Chicago and practicing as a 
general dentist. 

 

Alexander was born and raised in New Orleans, Louisiana spending most of his life below 
sea level – so long that he was surprised to discover basements actually existed when 
moving to Boston. Throughout his life, Alexander was always rather bright, placed in the 
advanced reading group in kindergarten and eventually receiving a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Neuroscience from Tulane University and will receive his D.M.D. from Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine.

While in dental school, Alexander Huy Nguyen really didn’t do a lot. Most of his time was 
spent studying, despite not deciding to specialize, struggling to bench press his own body 
weight, or watching his beloved New Orleans Saints lose in the playoffs in heartbreaking 
fashion year after year. 2018 was their year and no one can tell him otherwise. Alexander 
loves many things, including raccoons, but what he hates the most are poorly officiated 
football games. 

Unlike the New Orleans Saints, Alexander will be achieving success this spring. It was a 
long and difficult journey, but Alexander has always had a great support system. For the 
constant support, Alexander would like to thank his parents for sending money to ensure 
he doesn’t starve, his siblings for keeping him humble by reminding him of how short he 
is, his friends for providing a much-needed spotter at the gym, his girlfriend for putting up 
with his constant complaining, and most importantly Justin Bieber – for constantly 
producing banger after banger. 

After graduation, Alexander plans to return to New Orleans to work at Parkway Family 
 Dental where he will hopefully earn enough to pay off his looming debts.

Jackie Nguyen, D2021

Alexander Huy Nguyen, D2021 
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Dena was born and raised in Tehran, Iran, surrounded by loving family and friends. She 
gained her D.D.S. degree with honors from Azad School, Dental Branch, in Tehran in 2012. 
Following her graduation, Dena started working as a general dentist in Iran. Being very 
ambitious and always wanting to be the very best she can be, she made the difficult 
decision to leave her family and come to the United States in late December 2014. Coming 
to a new land, learning a new and different culture was not easy, and it had its challenges. 
Dena knew that nothing worthwhile comes easily and she worked very hard to acclimate, 
and this work has paid off.

Dena felt blessed to be part of the class of 2021. While at TUSDM, Dena was engaged in 
various community service activities such as, Give Kids a Smile, the Hispanic Dental 
Association, and The Sharewood Project. She had the opportunity to become a teaching 
assistant, both in IS Prosthodontics and Operative courses, which helped her to hone her 
teaching skills. 

Dena expresses her sincere gratitude to her parents, Mohammad and Nazanin, and her 
brother, Alborz, for believing in her and for their unconditional love, devotion, support, and 
patience. She also would like to sincerely thank her fantastic family members in Chicago; 
Mahsa, Taher, Parvin, Kokol, Jahansouz, Deyacco, Donya, and Dorsa, which without their 
support, this success was not possible. She is extremely thankful to her soul sisters, Mona 
and Taravat, for their phenomenal sisterhood, ongoing encouragement, and backing. Dena 
would like to thank Fatima Wasti and Nada Elsharabassy for their priceless friendships. 
She will be forever grateful to Drs. Ronald Perry and Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for allowing 

her to join the Tufts family. Special thanks are given to Dr. Perry for his continuous help throughout this 29-month course. Dena 
expresses appreciation to all Tufts faculty, particularly Drs. Rubi Ghaffari, Kanchan Ganda, David Leader, Armond Enos, Michael McQueen, 
Maria Torres, Steven Eisen, Marcelo Suzuki, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Robert Amato, Elinor Alon, Kerith Rankin, Sama Bukhari, and all 
School staff, especially Ligelia Ortiz, Caitlin Lu, Juan Catano, Valerie Distefano, Lindita Kurbini, Paula Callahan, Patricia Casey, Lindsay 
Mclaughlin, Ali Redjaee, Molla Arben, Sokol Resmi, and Monique McClain.

Dena is thankful to all of her IS classmates, who made memorable moments through this journey. She also likes to give special thanks to 
Modar Al-Roomi, and Mohammed Tafesh for all of their behind-the-scene hard work and efforts as the outstanding IS president and vice 
president and for their unceasing invaluable supports and friendships.  

Upon graduation, Dena will start an AEGD program in the Michigan region.

Jimmy was born in Houston, Texas and grew up in Katy, Texas. He grew up with parents that 
left Vietnam after the war, searching for a better life for their kids and working hard to keep 
food on the table. Navigating the difficulties of growing up in a low-income household, he 
worked tirelessly to understand the nuances of higher education and pursued dentistry as 
a career in college. He moved to San Antonio, Texas where he attended and earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology, after 3 years of attendance, at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio. Throughout those 3 years, he held the positions of Secretary, Vice 
President, and President of his university Pre-Dental Society while also volunteering at 
Habitat for Humanity, the Food Bank, and various charity runs for different health 
awareness organizations. Even though attending Tufts was the first time he lived in a 
different state, he believes that this experience has changed his life and has made him into 
a better individual.  

Jimmy is the recipient of the General Dental Scholarship.

Reflecting on the conclusion of the 4 years he spent at Tufts Dental School, he cannot help 
but have appreciation for every single person that has entered his life. From the classmates 
that introduced themselves in the elevator when he first moved into his apartment, to the 
upperclassmen that helped guide him in the stressful environments of clinic, Jimmy has an 
utmost respect and love for all of those that have touched his life in these 4 years. 

After graduation, Jimmy plans on returning back to Texas to work in an underserved area 
while gaining new life experiences and creating newfound friendships along the way.  

Dena Niknam, DI2021

Jimmy Nguyen, D2021
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Rachel received a B.S. in Premedical Studies at Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences University. Rachel would like to thank all the faculty and staff who helped 
her in her research endeavors and extracurricular activities during dental school. She 
received the Dean’s Research Honors Scholarship and Merit Scholarship during her time at 
Tufts. 

Rachel plans on working at a private practice next year and would like to thank her 
husband, parents, brother, and friends for all their support in earning her DMD.

Anthony is originally from Escondido, California and is proud to be the first person to 
attend university and the first dentist in his family. In 2011 Anthony received his Bachelor’s 
degree in Neurobiology from Harvard University. After five years of working as a 
neuroscientist at the Sanford Burnham Medical Research Institute in San Diego, Anthony 
decided to make a career change and pursue dentistry, beginning his dental school 
education at Tufts in 2017.

The years leading up to dental school were a time of discernment for Anthony as he 
researched neurodegenerative diseases and focused on determining what career he 
should pursue. Anthony has five publications from research that he conducted on diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease. Anthony would like to thank his mentors, 
Drs. Juan Piña Crespo and Joachim Spiess for all the wisdom, guidance, and support that 
they gave him during his years of research and for encouraging him in his decision to 
pursue a career in dentistry.

During his time at Tufts, Anthony enjoyed being involved in community service, as the class 
Community Service Liaison, as well as conducting tissue engineering dental research as a 
member of Yelick Lab. Anthony was involved with the Big Brothers of Boston mentorship 
program, volunteering with Boston Cares, and raising money for food pantries during the 
March for Hunger, among many other activities. Anthony’s research project, entitled 
“Investigating Roles for CGRP in Human Dental Pulp Stem Cell Differentiation,” was 
selected for an oral presentation at the IADR research conference in Vancouver, BC. 
Anthony would like to thank Drs. Pamela Yelick and Weibo Zhang for all the help and 

 guidance that they provided him while he was conducting research.

Anthony is extremely grateful for all the support and guidance that he received from many of the faculty members at Tufts. He would like 
to thank Drs. Paul Trombly and Ronald Davitt for helping him initially find his way in clinic and for encouraging him to strive to provide the 
best quality of care to parents during his time in dental school. Anthony would also like to thank his prosthodontic faculty, Drs. Marcelo 
Suzuki, Francois Fisselier, and Napsaron Chaimattayompol for helping him through his most challenging cases in dental school. Finally, 
Anthony would like to thank Dr. Rocio Saavedra for being an incredible mentor and giving him such incredible guidance and advice.

Anthony would like to express his deepest gratitude to his parents, Shawn and Maria Nutter, for supporting him every step of the way on 
his long journey to finding the perfect career, and to his girlfriend and colleague, Stephanie John D21, for being a great partner, an 
incredibly positive influence, and for motivating him every step of the way throughout dental school.

Rachel Obeid, D2021

Anthony Nutter, D2021
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Colleen grew up in Woodbridge, Connecticut. She graduated from Gettysburg College in 
2015 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Health Sciences and a minor in Chemistry. She 
received her Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences with a concentration in Oral Biology 
from Rutgers University in 2016. At the White Coat Ceremony, Colleen was coated by her 
grandfather who graduated from Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 1953. She is 
a third-generation dentist following in the footsteps of her grandfather, Joseph Oleynik 
D.M.D. and her father, Kenneth Oleynik D.M.D.

While at Tufts, Colleen was involved in a variety of student organizations. As President of 
the Academy of General Dentistry club, she organized various events such as school-wide 
lunch and learns, fitness classes at Barry’s Bootcamp, and a can drive where donations 
were made to the Greater Boston Food Bank. As Historian of the Hispanic Dental 
Association, she participated in many community service activities throughout her four 
years. She was elected into the Honos Civicus Society for her community service efforts. In 
addition, she was on the executive board of the American Association for Women Dentists, 
as well as the Periodontology Club. She was also an active member of Smile Squad and the 
Implant Club. During her fourth year, she was selected to be a teaching assistant in Group 
Practice Exeter. 

Colleen would like to thank her amazing parents, Joann and Ken, her brother, Ryan, as well 
as her grandparents for their unconditional love and support. She would not be where she 
is today without them. Colleen would also like to give special thanks to her boyfriend, 
Jonathan Batlle D18, whom she met in her first week of dental school. From helping with 

 pre-clinical practice sessions, quizzing facts before exams, delivering coffee to the library, 
 and being her first patient, he was there every step of the way. 

 After graduation, Colleen will complete an Advanced Education in General Dentistry 
 residency program in Massachusetts.  

Kaitlyn was born and raised in Massachusetts. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology from Colby College in 2015 and her M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Tufts 
University School of Medicine in 2017. Prior to entering Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine (TUSDM), she worked as a dental assistant in Brookline, Massachusetts. 

At TUSDM, Kaitlyn was an active member of the Tufts community. She was involved in 
research throughout her time at TUSDM. She was selected for the Tufts Student Research 
Fellowship in 2018 and 2019. In 2018, she won the Massachusetts Dental Society and 
ASDA Public Health Award. In 2019, she was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Research 
Honors Society. During her time at Tufts, she was selected as a TA for Pediatric Growth and 
Development, Radiology, and also served as a scheduling TA for Exeter. She was on the 
Dean’s List for all four years of dental school and was awarded the Dr. James B. Gallagher, 
Jr. A47, D49, DG68 and Dr. Esther M. Wilkins, D49, DG66 Scholarship Fund for academic 
excellence. Kaitlyn was committed to community outreach and was actively involved in 
many organizations. She was President of Special Smiles, served on the e-board and was 
Secretary of AAWD, and she volunteered often with AAPD and Give Kids a Smile Day. She 
recently received the ADEA/GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare Preventive Dentistry 
Scholarship. 

Kaitlyn feels lucky to have been part of Group Practice Exeter under the guidance of Drs. 
Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell and Mary Karish. She would like to thank her many mentors, 
including Kathryn Dolan, Nancy Marks, Jane Steffenson, Drs. Gülsün Gül, John Morgan, and 
David Leader. She would also like to thank Dr. Rocio Saavedra for providing her guidance 

 and support in pursuing a career in pediatric dentistry. Lastly, Kaitlyn would like to thank 
 her family, and her fiancé, Brendan, for their love and support over the last four years; 
 without them, this would not have been possible. 

 Following graduation, Kaitlyn looks forward to beginning a Pediatric Residency at  
 NYU Langone in Tampa, Florida.

Colleen Oleynik, D2021

Kaitlyn O’Connell, D2021
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Elsy was born in East Meadow, New York and raised in Tampa, Florida. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Cell & Molecular Biology and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Psychology from the University of South Florida in 2016 and completed a Master of Science 
degree in Medical Sciences from her alma mater in 2017. Elsy developed a genuine 
interest for dentistry at an early age due to her passion for the medical field and instinctive 
desire to serve others.

While at TUSDM, Elsy was recognized academically as a Dean’s List Recipient each year and 
received numerous awards for her scholarly achievements, including the Dr. Lino Tiberi, 
D47, Family Scholarship Fund and the Dr. James B. Gallagher, Jr. A47, D49, DG68 and Dr. 
Esther M. Wilkins, D49, DG66 Scholarship Fund. Elsy conducted several research studies 
as a Student Research Fellowship Recipient and was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews 
Research Honor Society in 2020. Additionally, Elsy was selectively chosen as a Clinical 
Teaching Assistant, served as President of the Periodontology Study Club, and was 
accepted to participate in the Periodontology Selective Program.

Elsy has endless gratitude for her Back Bay Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Leader, 
Armond Enos, Maria Torres, Michael McQueen, and Eduardo Olegario who have made her 
clinical experience one full of compassion, learning, and growth. She has tremendous 
appreciation for the Back Bay Group Practice and Second Floor staff for their uninterrupted 
assistance in her clinical training. Elsy extends a special thank you to Drs. Robert Gyurko, 
Hugo Campos, Mirian Belussi, and Aidee Herman whose continuous patience, guidance, 
and mentorship were invaluable to her education. Furthermore, Elsy is eternally grateful for 

 her research mentors, Drs. Duong Tran, Irina Dragan, and Mary Marefat for their unyielding 
 direction and lifelong teachings. 

Most importantly, Elsy would like to acknowledge her parents, Mauro and Gloria Orellana, and brother, MJ Orellana, for their infinite and 
unwavering support along the entirety of this journey and would ultimately like to dedicate this degree to her loving family. Lastly, Elsy 
would not have been able to achieve her dream without the unconditional encouragement of her friends who were there for her during 
the most challenging of times.

After graduation, Elsy will pursue her post-doctoral residency training in Periodontics at the MUSC James B. Edwards College of Dental 
Medicine in Charleston, South Carolina. Elsy is indebted to the TUSDM for giving her the utmost quality education and is excited to 
pursue a multi-faceted career as a periodontist, researcher, and educator.

Adnan was born in Bahrain and is a proud native of the small village of Nuwaidrat. He grew 
up on-and-off around Michigan. After which, Adnan attended Grand Valley State University 
and graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences. Following many 
years of life’s hurdles, he was delighted to be accepted to numerous prestigious dental 
schools, including his first choice, Tufts University.

During his time at Tufts, he has continued his mission of being a role model, resource, and 
mentor to pre-dental students, underclassmen, and his fellow classmates alike. He has 
been an active participant in the American Student Dental Association, of which he served 
time on the Advocacy Committee and as an organizer for Tufts first Advocacy Conference. It 
was during this time where Adnan realized his appreciation and interest into the legal side 
of dentistry. 

Adnan has a vivid and unrelenting passion for dentistry, especially for prosthodontics and 
endodontics – as well as restorative dentistry. This passion for dentistry stems for his own 
personal experiences with it, as throughout dental school he underwent orthodontics and 
two separate orthognathic surgeries. This further cemented his belief of the importance 
and life-changing aspects of dentistry.

Dental school and dentistry, as a whole, is an extremely stressful and tough challenge to 
overcome and it is only with the support of his parents, Dr. Qasim Omran & Dr. Raja Al-
Saffar, as well as his brothers, Qusay and Mohamed, as and his sister, Reem, that he 
continues to be able to succeed and continue forward. During his time attending Tufts he 

 met and made life-long, close friends that aided him in overcoming the challenges of 
 dental school, the most notable being: Husam Abu Sneineh, Shehmeer Ayaz, Raffi 
 Kazanjian, Haroon Masood, Rachel Obeid, Daniel Salem, and Ghanim Salem. 

He also extends a very special thank you for the training he received under the careful eyes of his practice coordinators in his Back Bay 
Group Practice, Drs. Armond Enos, David Leader, Robert McQueen, and Maria Torres. Throughout his years he worked with countless 
amazing faculty, of which he notably appreciates the guidance, forethought, and advice he received from Drs. Peter Arsenault, Suri 
Lokesh, and Marcelo Suzuki.

It cannot be understated the impact and role that Dr. Kevin Kross & Dr. Michael Palaszek had during his undergraduate years whilst 
shadowing. Their practice philosophy and compassion and hopes are something he one day hopes to emulate. Lastly, Adnan would like 
to remember the kindness and mentorship that his D19 big, Dr. Joey Miller, continues to provide.

Adnan seeks to practice in private practice and serve his community, with the goal of own his own practice.

Elsy D. Orellana, D2021

Adnan Qasim Omran, D2021
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Samantha’s dental journey began as an athlete on Team USA. She was the youngest ice skater 
to be selected for the U.S. national synchronized skating team. Joining skaters from myriad 
backgrounds, she trained rigorously through practice, determination, and teamwork to 
become a two-time national champion and two-time world championship bronze medalist. She 
leveraged her passion to teach skaters to endure and succeed. It was through teaching others 
that she gained the self-discipline, confidence, and ambition to envision herself as a woman 
leader. 

Her love for helping others propelled her to receive a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing at 
the University of Pennsylvania and graduate magna cum laude. Working alongside various 
specialists, she relished the opportunity to join multidisciplinary teams in pursuit of a common 
goal. She advanced her understanding of complex patient care by working in the emergency 
department at Duke University Hospital. As she grew more adept at clinical practice, she 
realized that the fulfillment she found through skating could also be found through healthcare. 

Excited to assume greater responsibilities in patient care, she enrolled at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine. Finding success as the top-ranked student, she took advantage of 
opportunities to teach her peers. She stepped into a role as the only female teaching assistant 
in the gross anatomy cadaver lab and she applied her nursing background in emergent 
settings to a position as a CPR instructor for the university. For her outstanding GPA; strong 
clinical performance; and dedication to teaching, general dentistry, and interprofessional 
education; she was selected for the 2020 Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Science Award; the 
2020 and 2021 Sellers Scholarship; the advanced periodontology, nitrous oxide, and 
esthetics dentistry honors selective courses; and the William W. and Usha N. Sellers 

 Scholarship and Dean’s List.

In addition to teaching, she sought out opportunities to promote health equity. She was selected for the Health Literacy Intensive Course and 
created easy-to-understand resources for residents in the Boston community. She has also engaged in direct community outreach, providing 
nursing care to underserved patients in a long-term care facility and offering oral health education and screenings for men in a substance use 
recovery program. These service experiences, coupled with her passion for dentistry, solidified her commitment to become a leader in reducing 
oral health disparities.

She looks to complete a residency to better understand dental care for medically compromised patients while simultaneously improving the 
health of the community. Her past leadership experiences as an athlete, registered nurse, and dental student have prepared her to contribute a 
unique voice to the field of dentistry. Dedicated to teaching others while promoting health equity, she is thrilled to continue her path through 
academia and community service in the Massachusetts General Hospital Harvard General Practice Residency in Dentistry.

Samantha would like to thank her parents, Dr. Bruce Parad and Valerie Parad; her brothers Warren, Jason, and Steven; the Lowenstein family; 
and everyone who has supported her over the years, especially Drs. Mary Jane Hanlon, Mary Karish, Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, Paul Trombly, 
James Theodore, Steven Eisen, Francois Fisselier, and Khaled Shaikhi.

John was born and raised in Birmingham, Alabama where his father, an orthodontist; and 
grandfather, a general dentist, inspired John’s love of dentistry throughout his childhood 
experiences. He followed the footsteps of his first mentors and namesakes and obtained 
his Bachelor of Science in Biology at the University of Alabama, Roll Tide! Inspired by his 
namesakes’ care of underserved populations, John also obtained his Bachelor of Arts in 
Spanish, which he used to gain fluency to proudly be a bilingual dental provider. John 
decided to become proficient in the language so that he may communicate with and care 
for this large underserved community in the United States and abroad. Treating and 
building relationships with Spanish speaking patients has been one of the best 
experiences John has had at Tufts. He then decided to continue his studies by earning a 
M.S. in Medical Sciences from Mississippi College in Clinton, Mississippi. While studying in 
Clinton, John met the love of his life, Maxie Wilson, and they were married June 1st, 2019. 
Stemming from his education at Mississippi College, John took a particular interest in 
learning and teaching human anatomy by serving as the class liaison and later a TA for the 
Clinical Anatomy course. Following graduation, John plans to join a private practice in 
Massachusetts.

John would like to thank his wife, Maxie, who has continued to support her husband while 
finishing her DO degree in Auburn, Alabama and medical residency in Pediatrics at 
Connecticut Children’s Hospital. Her sense of empathy and determination continues to 
drive John to improve his patient care and the profession as a whole. John would also like 
to thank his family, especially his mom Susan, and sisters, Elizabeth and Mary, for their 

continued support through his entire life. He would also like to thank the Back Bay Group practice coordinators for their mentorship and 
for promoting a positive learning environment. Although John’s lifelong mentor, his dad, passed away in 2012, John would like to thank 
the colleagues of his dad who have continued to mentor him in his pursuit of dentistry, especially Drs. Thomas G. Walker DMD, Alan 
Kessler DMD, and William Ingram DMD. Lastly, John would like to thank the incredible faculty and classmates he has had at Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine. John is truly grateful for all the people who have helped him get to where he is, and he is looking 
forward to putting these skills and values to work providing excellent care to every patient he sees.  

Samantha T. Parad, D2021

John R. Orr IV, D2021
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Gloria was born in South Korea and came to the United States when she was 11 years old. 
She lived in Lexington, Massachusetts with her mom and brother while her dad supported 
her family in Korea. She attended Brandeis University and received a B.S. in Health: 
Science, Society, and Policy and a B.A in Biology in 2013. She then received a M.S. in 
Medical Sciences from Boston University in 2016. Prior to matriculating at Tufts, she 
worked under her mentor, who had invited her to a dental mission trip and inspired her to 
pursue dentistry and provide care for those in need, locally and globally.  

As Vice President of The Sharewood Project for 3 years, Gloria served the community of 
Malden, MA by offering free dental screening exams biweekly and helping clients find a 
dental home while collaborating with Tufts medical students. During summer she 
volunteered in mission trips in Nicaragua and Guatemala with her mentor. Moreover, she 
was an active member of the Korean American Dental Association for 3 years before she 
served as the President in her last year. She enjoyed helping students as a Radiology 
Teaching Assistant and was a member of Delta Sigma Delta during her last two years. 
Finally, she was honored to play cello at events such as virtual wellness concerts and 
clinical anatomy memorial service.  

Gloria would like to extend sincere gratitude to faculty, staff, and fellow classmates at 
TUSDM. She gives special thanks to Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen 
Wallach, Olympia Karacosta, and Alberto Sarmiento, for their amazing support and 
guidance; the front desk staff, Jackie Kulas, Alyx Ortiz, Val Distefano, Sarita Hampton, and 
Jimmy Nguyen for having her back in countless ways; Lindita Kurbini and the dispensary 

staff for cheering her on every time Gloria came up to grab materials; Emily Fang, Jackie Kulas, and Anita Miller for helping her take the 
best radiographs when she felt stuck. She would like to especially thank her clinical instructors Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Duankamol 
Blankenship, Hadi Gholami, Dong-Woo Park, Francois Fisselier, Sheldon Yunes, James Theodore, and Samah Bukhari, for their insightful 
guidance and helping her develop confidence in her clinical ability. Their lessons have greatly encouraged her during times of self-doubt 
and empowered her to rise above new challenges.  

Gloria thanks her parents, Joung-Gyu Park and Soon-Im Eum, for their incredible love and sacrifice, and her brother, Kevin, for being a 
bright light always. She appreciates her mentor, Dr. Tae-Joon Ahn, for believing in her. Lastly, she thanks God for who she is today. 

She would like to thank her Tetris Crew, Helen Cho, Stella Lee, Alex Lee, and Ryan Lee, for persevering through the ups and downs of 
school together and sharing fun memories. She is grateful for her upperclassmen friends, Sun Lim, Jennifer Kim, and Julia Kim for their 
advice and tips for clinic, heartfelt conversations, and lifelong friendships.  

After graduation, Gloria will begin Advanced Education in General Dentistry residency at New York -Presbyterian Hospital/Columbia 
University. 

Jason was born in South Korea and grew up in New York. He graduated from Skidmore with 
a B.A. degree in Biology and completed a Master of Biomedical Science from Rutgers 
University.

While at TUSDM, Jason was involved in clubs and community service activities, including 
SIPE, Smile Squad, AADMD, The Sharewood Project, Project Bridge, Give Kids a Smile Day, 
ASDA Smile Share Care, Lessons in a Lunchbox Dental Program, Boston Rescue Mission, 
Boston Children’s School, and Boston Children’s Museum. Jason is the recipient of the 
Tufts University Dental Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship.

First and foremost, Jason would like to thank God for his grace and blessings. He also 
would like to express deepest gratitude to his grandfather and grandmother for their 
endless love and prayers, and his family for their unconditional love and support 
throughout his years in dental school.

Jason would like to extend his appreciation for those who helped him throughout his time 
at Tufts. Specifically, he appreciates the Fairfield PCs, Drs. Paul Trombly, Illenia Gonzalez 
Gusmao and Frank DeCaro.

Last but not least, Jason extends his gratitude to Drs. James Theodore, Charles Rankin, 
Naciye Uzel, Mahpareh Marefat, Kwang Min Park, Tanya Wright, Yumi Ogata, Shubha 
Nanda, Aram Mirigian, Peter Arsenault, Hadi Gholami, Ala Ali, Thomas Cleary, Ronald 
Davitt, Paul Levi Jr., Laurence Barron, Samah Bukhari, Dunangkamol Blankenship, Marcelo 
Suzuki, Paul Leavis, and DPAs Julie Fleck, Denise Tran, and front desk and dispensary staff. 

 After graduation, Jason plans to practice general dentistry.

 Congratulation D21’s - the best is yet to come!

Gloria Park, D2021 

Jason Park, D2021



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  93

.

Samuel was born in Maryland but raised both in New England and Weston, Florida 
throughout his adolescence. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology from 
George Mason University with Summa cum laude honors before his enrollment at Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine. While at Tufts, Samuel was selected for the Advanced 
Periodontology Selective Program and the Health Professions Scholarship Program for the 
United States Air Force. As both an Officer and student dentist, Samuel tutored fellow peers 
and participated in various advanced lectures to further understand the specialty of 
periodontology. 

Samuel would like to thank the faculty at Tufts, his friends, and family for all their support, 
love, and guidance. 

Upon graduation, Samuel plans to start his AEGD-1 program through the Air Force as a 
captain and possibly into private practice after his training.

Lyndsay grew up in Orange County, CA. She earned her B.S. degree in Nutritional Science: 
Physiology & Metabolism from University of California, Berkeley. She then earned her M.S. 
degree in Cell & Molecular Biology from Tulane University. 

Lyndsay would like to give special thanks to her family for their unwavering support. 
Lyndsay would not be where she is today without her parents, Sunrye and Jurassic. They 
helped shape her into the person that she is and have always encouraged her to achieve 
her goals. Lyndsay would like to thank her Back Bay Practice Coordinators Drs. Armond 
Enos, David Leader, Michael McQueen, Maria Torres, and Eduardo Olegario. She would also 
like to thank Ligelia Ortiz, Caitlin Lu, Juan Catano, Valerie Distefano, and Lindita Kurbini for 
being the most attentive and helpful 2nd floor staff. Last but not least, she would like to 
thank the Tendies for being the most incredible lifelong friends she could have asked for.

After graduation, Lyndsay will be attending an Advanced Education in General Dentistry 
program at NYU Langone in Brooklyn, NY to further her dental education.

Samuel Park, D2021 

Lindsay Park, D2021
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Cristina is from Tampa, Florida. She received a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences 
and a Bachelor of Science in Sociology from the University of South Florida. During her 
second year at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, she gave birth to her son, Elias 
Daniel Parsons. She considers this to be her greatest achievement during her dental school 
career. 

She would like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg for his support and encouragement during such 
a challenging year. Cristina would also like to thank Drs. Marmar Mesgarzadeh and Maria 
Avrampou who are dentists, mothers, and leaders that truly inspired her to believe having 
a baby in dental school was possible. She is especially thankful for the D21 Eboard and the 
entire D21 class for their generosity in coming together with a class gift for Elias. Cristina is 
also grateful to her husband, family, and friends for always being there for her when she 
needed them. Cristina would also like to give thanks to the Charlestown Practice 
Coordinators; Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and David Paul; for their guidance in clinical 
experience. The knowledge they shared with her and the example they set are paramount 
for the rest of her life as a general dentist.

During her time at TUSDM, she served as the Parent-Student Group Vice President. She 
would like to thank the President and her best friend, Chrislyn Fite, for starting such a 
strong, supportive group of parent-students that could help each other and coordinate 
family activities. Cristina was also a panelist for the “Married with Children in Dental 
School” Q&A session, and would like to thank Dr. Christina Pastan for the opportunity to 
connect with fellow incoming D22s in similar situations. Cristina especially enjoyed 

 volunteering for Project Bridge and Give Kids a Smile. Along with dentistry, Cristina has a 
 passion for the Performing Arts, and often shared her talents by singing at TUSDM events 
 such as the Gross Anatomy Memorial Service and Multicultural Night. Cristina is the 
 recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

 After graduation, Cristina plans to open a dental practice in San Antonio, Florida.

Sang was born in Seoul, South Korea and moved to the United States with his family when 
he was in middle school. Sang graduated from the University of California at San Diego 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in General Biology and he earned a Master’s degree 
from Rutgers University Graduate School of Biomedical Science before attending Tufts.

Sang would like to thank the Tufts faculty and staff, especially his Charlestown Group 
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, and Denisa Stasa for their guidance and 
support. He would also like to thank Dental Practice Administrators, Romell Madison and 
Tangy Person.

Above all, Sang would like to thank his wife, Sung Eun Park, for her unconditional love, 
encouragement, and support. Sang would also like to thank his parents, Ki Sung Park and 
Suk Ja Park, for their sacrifice, immeasurable love and support.

After graduation, Sang plans to move to Sacramento, CA and work as an associate dentist.

Cristina Parsons, D2021

Sang Park, D2021
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Mehran was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree with a 
major in Biology and minors in both Anthropology and Molecular Cell Biology from the 
University of Connecticut in 2017. During his undergraduate career, Mehran became 
extremely involved in public health research in order to break health disparities 
surrounding race/ethnicity, income, and social environments. This passion led Mehran to 
seek and begin his dental career as a dental student at Tufts University School of Dental 
School (TUSDM) as a member of the class of 2021. 

While at TUSDM, Mehran had the opportunity to serve as the D’21 Class Treasurer for all 
four years. In addition, he served as the American Student Dental Association’s Pre-Dental 
Director where he aided and guided many pre-dental students through the dental 
application process. His passion for community service prompted him to join many other 
organizations such as the Student National Dental Association and the Hispanic Dental 
Association where he participated in many community service events within the Boston 
area. Mehran’s interest in teaching inspired him to become an operative teaching 
assistant, where he provided pre-clinical and clinical feedback to his peers.

As the first dentist in his family, Mehran believes he could not have achieved his goals 
without their support. He would like to thank his father, mother, and brother for always 
being there to consistently encourage him to achieve his goals and dreams. In addition, he 
would like to say a special thank you to Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Robert Kasberg 
for allowing him the opportunity to become a student of TUSDM. Mehran would also like to 
say a special thank you to his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alberto Sarmiento, Olympia 

 Karacosta, and Karen Wallach for their guidance and support in clinic; as well as the 
 Atlantic DPA’s and 2nd floor staff. Finally, Mehran would like to thank his amazing friends 
 that he made during his time at TUDSM for making each day memorable and special. 

 After graduation, Mehran will be continuing his training in an Advanced Education in 
 General Dentistry in Miami, FL at the Miami Veteran’s Affairs Medical Center.

Keyur was born and raised in India and, after earning Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree at 
Bhavnagar University Mauras at the College of Dentistry and Orak Health Research Center, 
he went into private practice. After practicing for a year, he decided to move to the United 
States in 2013 and pursue his dream to become dentist there. He worked in private 
practice as dental assistant and part-time as pharmacy technician at Walgreens Pharmacy 
while applying to dental school.

Keyur successfully completed externship in Endodontics dental emergencies from 
University of Texas San Antonio, Texas and a Preceptorship at Boston University while 
applying for dental school. He also volunteered at Craniofacial Centre in University of 
Illinois Chicago dental school before getting accepted to Tufts School of Dental Medicine.

As a dental student at TUSDM, Keyur enjoyed and excelled in didactic, pre-clinical and 
clinical dentistry. He volunteered for Sharewood to provide dental care in community 
shelters. Apart from clinical experience, Keyur also took responsibility to work as Lab 
Safety TA.

Keyur would like to express his sincere gratitude to the dedicated faculty of TUSDM for 
their precious mentorship. He would especially like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry who, as 
program director for the IS students, has been very supportive and given helpful guidance. 
He gives special thanks to his clinical instructors and Group Exeter Practice Coordinators, 
Drs. Mary Karish, Alan Epstein, and Mark Caddell, for their immense guidance and support. 
Keyur would especially like to thank Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Francois Fisselier, Yo-Wei Chen, 

 Duangkamol Blankenship and Marcelo Suzuki for their mentorship and guidance 
 in Prosthodontics.

He finally would like to thank his mother, Kalpanaben Patel; father, Rohitbhai Patel; his sisters, Devanshi and Urvi Patel; and brothers-in-
law, Bhavik and Siddharth Patel, for their sacrifice, unconditional love, and constant support they gave throughout his life. He would also 
like to thank his friends Chintul Shah, Usman Mohammed, Shashwata Mogali and Sarita Bains for their support and guidance throughout 
dental school.

After graduation Keyur is planning to pursue his dream of practicing dentistry in the USA at a private practice.

Mehran Payandeh, D2021

Keyur Patel, DI2021
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Allie was raised in Belmont, Massachusetts by a loving, close-knit family. She attended 
Hamilton College (New York), graduating in 2016 with a B.A. in Mathematics, a minor in Art 
and a pre-dental concentration. From an early age, Allie dreamed her career would 
encompass a combination of service, science, and children, and that motivation brought 
her to where she is today!

Allie is extremely grateful for the world-class dental education and wonderful relationships 
that characterize her time at TUSDM. Allie was named to the Dean’s List throughout her 
tenure as well as the Robert R. Andrews Honor Society for the Promotion of Dental 
Research, and was humbled to receive Merit Scholarships for her academic performance, 
including the Delson Prize. She was also the recipient of the ADEA Student Group 
Educational Research Award for her dental research efforts and was selected for the Health 
Literacy Intensive course during her D1 year.

Outside of the classroom and clinic, Allie is passionate about advocacy and giving back to 
her community. In each of her 4 years, she served as class representative for the American 
Student Dental Association (ASDA) and represented TUSDM nationally in Delegate and 
Presidential positions. An avid advocate for families and children from all backgrounds, 
Allie served on the Executive Boards for Give Kids a Smile and the American Academy of 
Pediatric Dentistry and traveled to Jamaica on a GSL Trip where she provided free dental 
care to adults and children from underserved communities. Allie’s passion for teaching led 
to her selection as a Teaching Assistant for the Cardiovascular, Pre-Clinical Operative 
Dentistry, and Pediatric Growth and Development courses, as well as for the Charlestown 

Clinic. Outside of Tufts, Allie is heavily involved with the local organization Minds Matter Boston, serving as a mentor to her high school 
mentee and on the Associate Board. She is grateful for the immense growth, community, and joy that each of these experiences has 
afforded her.

Allie would like to extend her utmost appreciation to the dedicated faculty, administration, and staff whom she had the pleasure of 
learning from and working with during her time at TUSDM. She would especially like to thank her Practice Coordinators Drs. Alex Miele, 
David Paul, and Denisa Stasa, and clinical faculty Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Rocio Saavedra, Nitu Singh, Marcelo Suzuki, and James Theodore 
for providing her with the most supportive and kind clinical mentorship. Additionally, Allie is grateful for her pediatric mentor, Dr. Martha 
Forero, who always pushed her to be her best and contributed to her personal and professional growth.

Lastly, Allie would like to acknowledge the unconditional love, support, and guidance from her amazing parents, Charles and Susan, and 
younger sister, Tori. Allie believes that her family has served as the foundation for her success and she is so grateful for their unwavering 
belief in her ability to accomplish everything she sets her sights on.

Following graduation, Allie will pursue a pediatric dental residency at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP)/University of 
Pennsylvania to fulfill her dream of becoming an advocate and health care provider for children.

Maria was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and grew up in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. She 
graduated from Simmons College with a B.S. in Cellular Neuroscience and earned an M.S. 
in Oral Health Sciences from Boston University in 2017, before joining the class of 2021 at 
TUSDM. While a student at Tufts, she participated in ASDA, Give Kids a Smile, and served 
on the Student Wellness advisory board. 

Maria would like to thank her family — her mom and dad for their love and direction and 
her siblings for their encouragement in achieving her dream. She hopes that she made 
them proud. She would like to thank her college friends for their endless support and her 
Tufts friends for being there with her through the ups and downs of dental school. Maria 
would also like to thank her Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators, DPAs, and all 4th floor 
and radiology staff for their guidance. She would like to thank her mentors, Dr. Linda 
Marinello for her guidance throughout the years, and the late Dr. Bruce Gray, who was 
always her biggest fan. Lastly, she would like to thank her patients who made her 
education and training possible. 

After graduation, and 10 years of living in Boston, Maria will be moving with her dog Bella 
back to Milwaukee to continue her education in general dentistry. She will participate in an 
AEGD residency at the same VA hospital where her parents completed their medical 
training.

She sends special thanks to Lillian Pham (D’19) and Felicity Meyer for their unwavering 
love and support from the very beginning. She wishes her brother, Diego Paz (D’24), all of 

 the luck and success in completing his D.M.D.

Alexandra Penta, D2021

Maria Paz, D2021
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Born and raised in Houston, Texas, Jonathan earned a B.S. degree in Biology from the 
Texas A&M University in 2014 and an M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Texas A&M 
University in 2016. At Tufts, Jonathan served many roles to further his educational, 
leadership, and research skills. He served as an executive officer of the Tufts Implant club 
and served as secretary and treasurer of the Oral Maxillofacial Surgery club. 

He valued his teaching experience by serving as a teaching assistant for Clinical anatomy, 
Cardiovascular course and Medicine II. Jonathan was recognized for his dedication to the 
field of Oral Surgery and awarded the Dr. James E. Royer Scholarship, D78, Endowed 
Scholarship. He was also awarded the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship. After graduation, he 
will be starting an internship position in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at the Ascension 
Macomb-Oakland hospital in Detroit, MI. 

Jonathan would like to thank his family and fiancé for the never-ending support throughout 
the years of education. He attributes his clinical knowledge and confidence to the 
preclinical and clinical floor faculty. He thanks the OMFS attendings and residents, who 
allowed him to fuel his passion and mentored him closely. He would like to thank Drs. Irina 
Dragan, Ellen Patterson, Joey Chang, Kanchan Ganda, Steven Rubin, and Ronald Davitt, 
among many others, for always keeping their doors open. He also sends love to his friends 
and classmates who made these last 4 years one for the many memories we shared.

Hugh graduated summa cum laude from Emory University in 2017 with a degree in 
Physics.  After Emory University, he followed in the footsteps of his two sisters and father 
and matriculated to Tufts University for dental school.

During his time at Tufts, Hugh was an active member of the school community and 
participated in numerous clubs and teaching roles. He was a co-chair of the ASDA Pre-
Dental Committee which worked with local undergraduate students interested in dentistry. 
In addition, he was a teaching assistant for many didactic courses such as Operative 
Dentistry, Endodontics, and Clinical Anatomy. Moreover, he was also a clinical teaching 
assistant for the Back Bay Clinic. Hugh also participated in the Student Research 
Fellowship Program, for which he was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Research Honor 
Society. Lastly, Hugh was humbled to be chosen as a recipient of the Dr. Frank D. Kasparian 
D61  Scholarship Merit Scholarship (2018-2020) and Kasparian Scholarship (2018) for his 
academic achievements.

Hugh would especially like to thank his parents, Hugh and Mary, for always providing 
support and guidance; his sisters, Daniella and Stephanie, who also graduated from 
TUSDM; and the rest of his family for their unwavering support through these challenging 
few years. In addition, he would like to thank his practice coordinators, Drs. David Leader, 
Michael McQueen, Armond Enos, and Maria Torres, for all of their dedicated work, 
patience, and guidance during his clinical education. Moreover, Hugh would like to express 
gratitude to Drs. Gerard Kugel, James Theodore, Kathleen Molgaard, Thaisa Bordin, Joanne 
Falzone, Samah Bukhari, and Robert Amato, who all played an integral role in shaping him 

 into the clinician he is today.

 After graduation, Hugh is excited to begin his postgraduate training in  
 Endodontics at TUSDM.  

Jonathan Pierpoline, D2021

Hugh W. Phillis, D2021
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Osman graduated from University of Massachusetts Lowell with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology in 2017. While at Tufts, Osman was thankful for all the friends that has 
helped and shared great memories with him. He is proud of his representation of the 
LQBTQA+ community at Tufts and value the immersive diversity and culture present 
throughout his education.

Osman is the recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship.

Osman would like to thank his beloved family and friends for the support, care, and 
encouragement they have given him throughout his life. His dental education was both 
filled with challenges and rewards. He is thankful for his patients, who have taught him so 
much about patient care, and his professors, who were integral to his dental education.

After graduation, Osman has plans to work as a General Dentist in the New England area. 
He is excited for his professional growth in the field of dentistry and the new heights he 
will achieve. Osman will continue to hone his skills as a healthcare professional who 
values providing patient focus care and diligence in all aspects of his career and life.

Erika was born in Medellin, Colombia and immigrated to the United States with her family 
at the age of three. She was raised in Rhode Island, where she still resides. She earned an 
Associates in Applied Science in Dental Hygiene from the Community College of Rhode 
Island in 2005. She worked as a dental hygienist for ten years before deciding to continue 
her education and become a dentist. In addition, she earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology with a minor in Chemistry in 2014 and a Master’s Degree in Modern Biological 
Sciences in 2016 from Rhode Island College. While at Rhode Island College, her research at 
The Stilwell Lab focused on how mutations in the superoxide dismutase gene cause motor 
neuron cell death as a model of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). 

Erika’s passion for dentistry has led her to volunteer countless hours in her community. 
She provided oral hygiene instructions for children at the Rhode Island Children’s Museum 
with the Rhode Island Dental Hygienist Association for many years. She has been a dental 
provider for the Rhode Island Mission of Mercy. She has been a guest speaker at the 
Cranston Public Schools and private daycares for the last 6 years, promoting oral health 
and healthy non-cariogenic diets to children from Pre-k to 5th graders. While at Tufts, she 
was an e-board member in the Parent-Student support group. Where she met with 
wonderful classmates who have become great friends. Erika is the recipient of the Garly Q., 
J75 and William B. Chan, D75A, DG82, D10P, DG13P, DG13P Term Scholarship.

After graduation, Erika plans on working in a private practice and with hopes to buy her 
own practice in the future. 

First and foremost, Erika would love to dedicate her achievements to her beautiful and incredible 11-year-old daughter, who has been her 
driving force to keep fighting for and reaching her dreams. She would not be where she is now without her little girl. Erika could not thank 
her significant other enough. He has been a stay home dad for the past 4 years making these difficult dental school years easier for their 
daughter and Erika. Also, she wants to thank her extended family (Grandma, Rachie, and Mikey) for all the love and support they have 
given her.   

Erika wants to send her gratitude and thanks to all the faculty at Tufts for the incredible education and support she has received. She 
would especially like to thank Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stasa for always being there when she needed support and 
guidance.  She thanks Dr. Robert Kasberg who has been a great supporter, mentor, and advisor throughout her entire journey at Tufts. 
She also thanks Dr. Thaisa Bordin and Dr. Yo-Wei Chen for their patience, encouragement and support. In addition, the radiology 
department assistants, dispensary staff, Tangy Person and Romell Madison, for helping her navigate her way through clinic.

Osman Promket, D2021

Erika Alexandra Pino, D2021
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Benjamin grew up in Oxford, Michigan and graduated from the University of Michigan with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Neuroscience in 2016. After earning his degree, Benjamin 
spent a year working in biochemical research at the University of Michigan before 
matriculating into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM). 

While attending TUSDM from 2017-2021, Benjamin was awarded the Merit Scholarship 
and received Dean’s List academic honors for all four years. During his time at TUSDM, he 
was a member of the Bates Student Research Group committee. He was also a member of 
the Robert A. Andrews Honor Society. Benjamin also served as a Biochemistry and 
Neuroscience teaching assistant. In 2019, Benjamin traveled to Vancouver, CA to present 
his basic science research at the International Association for Dental Research meeting. He 
would like to thank his research mentors, Drs. Addy Alt-Holland and Xinxin Sun, for their 
mentorship and guidance during his research involvement while at TUSDM.

Benjamin would like to thank all of the faculty and staff for their continuous assistance, 
patience, and encouragement. He would like give a huge thank you to the Exeter Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish, and Mark Caddell for making his clinical 
education so enjoyable while at TUSDM. A big thank you to his mom, dad, and brother, 
Doug, for always giving the utmost support and encouragement throughout his life. Lastly, 
he would also like to thank all his TUSDM friends for all of the laughs and memories.

Following graduation, Benjamin will begin his career as a general dentist working in the 
Midwest.

 “Congratulations, Class of 2021!”

Nathan was born and raised in Bothell, WA. As a student-athlete at Occidental College in 
Los Angeles, CA, he studied Kinesiology and earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in May of 
2012. A curiosity for travel and passion for the game of American football led Nathan to 
accept offers to play professionally in Munich, Germany, and Barcelona, Spain. After his 
return stateside, he moved to Boston, MA in pursuit of a degree in Biomedical Sciences at 
Tufts University, where he graduated with his Master’s degree in August of 2017.

Hard work and immersion in the didactic and preclinical curriculum at TUSDM helped 
strengthen Nathan’s passion for dentistry, where he was a Dean’s List honoree and 
recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship. In his second year at Tufts, Nathan was awarded an 
HPSP Scholarship from the United States Air Force. As a proud member of Group Practice 
Atlantic, Nathan expanded his skills in the clinical setting and was afforded the unique 
opportunity to support his fellow students as a clinical teaching assistant.

Nathan would like to thank the Practice Coordinators of Group Practice Atlantic, Drs. 
Alberto Sarmiento, Olympia Karacosta, and Karen Wallach, for their guidance, support, and 
unwavering demand for excellence. For their constant efforts in sharing clinical knowledge 
as well as going above and beyond to help their students, he would also like to extend 
thanks to Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Livia Valverde, & Sameh Bukhari. Nathan expresses sincere 
gratitude for the exceptional mentorships provided by Drs. Flaviano DiFalco and Charles 
Rankin and would like to thank Jacqueline Kulas, Ligelia Ortiz, Valerie DiStefano, and 
Lindita Kurbini for their extra efforts to make clinic run as smoothly as possible for the 
students.

Most Importantly, Nathan would like to thank his family. His brothers and sisters-in-law, Eric, Luke, ZZ, and Pamela, for providing an 
amazing support system and distraction from the daily life as a dental student; his best friend/brother, Dr. Rami Salha, for sharing his 
passion for dentistry and always being there to support him in clinic from afar; his grandmother, Judy Proulx, for her continual love and 
support; his mother, Susan Proulx, for sharing her love of the medical field and never failing to believe in him; and his father, Michael 
Proulx, for always finding the time to answer his countless phone calls and being the best dad a son could ask for. Nathan’s 
accomplishments would not have been possible without them.

Upon graduation, Nathan will attend a year-long AEGD residency at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia. He anticipates that the following 
three years of his Air Force commitment will foster an environment to expand on his clinical skills as well as allow him to live and travel 
abroad before establishing a private practice of his own.

Benjamin Ralston, D2021

Nathan Proulx, D2021
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Daniela was raised in Long Island, New York. She graduated from Loyola University 
Maryland where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics in 2016. 

While at Tufts, Daniela was an active member of the Hispanic Dental Association and 
served as the chapter President from 2020-2021. Daniela also volunteered on the Global 
Service Learning trip to the Dominican Republic, where she was able to provide free dental 
care to patients in need in Santo Domingo. Daniela gained invaluable experiences during 
this trip that will stay with her in her career forever. She would like to thank all the faculty 
on the Dominican Republic service project for their support and helping her build great 
clinical skills. Daniela is the recipient of the Drs. Ann M. Sagalyn, D79 and Suzanne 
Rothenberg, D41 Endowed Scholarship.

Daniela would like to thank her parents, Herman and Corinna Rendon, for all they sacrificed 
to help her reach her goals. She would also like to thank her brother, Andres Rendon, 
grandma Teresa Grajales, and extended family for the endless support and love throughout 
her journey of becoming a dentist. 

Daniela is incredibly grateful for the education and opportunities that Tufts gave her and 
would like to thank the entire faculty and staff for their commitment to dental education. 
She is especially thankful for the mentorship and guidance provided by her Group Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stasa. Daniela would also like to 
thank Drs. Jose Segura, Yo-Wei Chen, James Theodore, Stephany Cordero, and BiNa Oh for 
creating the most supportive, kind, and respectful clinical experience. 

 Daniela looks forward to pursuing a one-year general practice residency at  
 Nassau University Medical Center in New York after graduation. 

Lily was born in Arlington, Virginia and raised in Tehran, Iran. Upon completing her B.S. 
degree in Biology and minoring in Byzantine History from Tufts University, she began her 
dental career at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2017. 

Coming from Tufts undergrad, Lily was very excited to attend TUSDM, receiving a Merit 
Scholarship as well as being on the Dean’s List. She was involved in research for all four 
years, with a focus on the characterization and morphology of the nasolabial fold. Lily 
presented at the IADR Vancouver Conference in 2019 and the Bates-Andrew Research Day 
over two years. She has also been a didactic, preclinical and medicine Teaching Assistant. 
One of her best and most instructive memories at Tufts was going on her service trip to the 
Dominican Republic in 2019. 

Having come far away from home, Lily would like to thank her parents, Habib Razavi and 
Atousa Ghabaian, along with her grandparents and siblings, for instilling an immense 
sense of support and purpose with her. She would also like to thank Ellis Jose Juan for the 
unconditional love and support during all these years. He deserves an honorary dental 
degree for his singular creativity, patience, and perseverance these four years.  

Especially now, Lily would like to thank her core crew, Aidan, Hugh, Nika, Paymaun, Sophie 
and Tara, for being great friends and colleagues during these four years. They have made 
all the difference at TUSDM as her family at Tufts. 

After graduation, Lily will indeed become a Triple Jumbo by pursuing a two-year orthodontic 
residency at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.

Daniela Rendon, D2021

Lily Razavi, D2021
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From a small town in Cuba to studying at the greatest dental school in the country, Carlos 
obtained his B.A. in Psychology from Florida International University and completed a M.S. 
of Biomedical Sciences at Barry University. With great sacrifices and perseverance, he was 
granted acceptance into his dream dental school where he was polished, burnished, and 
contoured to be a great student-dentist.   

Carlos is the recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed 
Scholarship.

Carlos wants to recognize Group Practice Dorchester, the best PCs, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos 
and Edward Fidrocki; the greatest dental assistant, Matilda Bejko; and all the great faculty 
and staff that paved the way and contributed to his education. After graduation, Carlos 
plans to take his talents to Florida, near his family, to begin and enter the workforce as Dr. 
Rodriguez, DMD.

Orestes was born and raised in Havana, Cuba, and immigrated with his parents to the 
United States at the age of 12. Being the son of two dentists, he grew up doing homework 
at his mom’s clinic, where Algebra and the smell of gutta percha blended to make quite a 
timeless memory. At the age of 8, he told mom he didn’t want to be a dentist, because 
there were a lot of people at school with bad breath. At the age of 21, he embarked on a 
journey to become one. Unknowingly, he’s come to love the profession as he never thought 
possible.  

Orestes received a Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Chemistry from Florida International University. While studying for his bachelor’s, he 
worked as a teacher at a K-12 school, where he taught chemistry, biology, military history 
and music. Upon graduation, he was accepted into Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. 

It’s memorable to reflect on the journey through dental school but, more importantly, to 
recognize those who made that journey easier and worth it. Orestes would like to thank 
Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele and Denisa Stasa for their continuous work as the Charlestown 
practice coordinators. They do a phenomenal job and always try to make students better 
clinicians. Also, he’d like to thank Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Aidee N. Herman, Linda Marinello, 
Hugo Campos and Mirian Belussi for being mentors at every step of the way. Without their 
help, dental school wouldn’t have been as memorable. Lastly, he’d like to recognize Romell 
Madison and Tangy Person for being the most amazing DPAs at Tufts Dental. Their work 
makes our lives easier, and their company enriches our hearts every day.   

 Orestes is planning to move to Foley, Alabama after graduation to work as an associate 
 dentist at an Aspen Dental private practice.  

Carlos Rodriguez, D2021

Orestes Riera, D2021



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  102

.

Amanda grew up in Brimfield, MA and knew from a young age that she wanted to pursue a 
career in dentistry. Amanda graduated cum laude from Mount Holyoke College, earning a 
Bachelor of Arts in Biology. While in college Amanda was driven by her desire to learn 
about dentistry and to prepare herself for dental school. She established Mount Holyoke 
College’s Predental society in her freshman year and continued its growth during her time 
at Mount Holyoke. Amanda is still an active mentor to predental students at MHC and has 
seen her mentees matriculate into dental school. 

Combining her passion of dentistry and community service, in Amanda’s first year at 
TUSDM she established Brimfield Dental Outreach. Prior to the pandemic each semester 
Amanda and her classmates visited Brimfield Elementary School to provide dental 
education and supplies for the children. She has also been an active member of Tufts 
Student Professionalism and Ethics Association, as Vice-President in 2019-2020 and 
President in 2020-2021. 

Amanda has made lifelong friends at Tufts and will cherish all the memories she has made. 
Through all the difficult courses, Amanda and her friends were there for each other. 
Jonathan Weber has been an amazing support for her. He helped her stay positive and 
brightened her days, even after hours of studying, countless exams and long clinical day. 
Additionally, thank you to Jonathan Weber’s family for their support and advice. 

Amanda would like to express her endless gratitude to the entire Tufts faculty and staff for 
their guidance and assistance during her journey through dental school. She would like to 
thank Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Olympia Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, 

 and Karen Wallach for their continued dedication, mentorship, and guidance. 

Above all, Amanda would like to thank her family. Without their motivation and endless encouragement, she would not have reached her 
dream of becoming a dentist. Amanda could not be more grateful for the unconditional love and guidance from her mom and dad. They 
have been there cheering her on every day of her life. They have raised her into the person she is today, driven, dedicated and 
compassionate. Amanda would also like to thank her sister and brother-in-law, Shirley and Michael Koss, for everything they have done 
to help and support her, including letting her live with them. They have always been there and believed in Amanda. She also wants to 
thank her brother and sister-in-law, David and Rebecca Ryan, for all their love, advice, and homemade meals during busy study sessions. 
Thank you to Aunty Janny and Grandma for their love and encouragement. 

Amanda would also like to thank her family for spending their time as her patients. Amanda’s very first patient was her mom, and she 
was certainly patient.  

Following graduation Amanda will be moving to Appleton, WI to work in both a private dental office and dental service organization.  

Now the day that looked so far away, and at times impossible to achieve is finally here. We made it to graduation! 

Jae IL was born in Seoul, South Korea and moved to the United States at the age of 11. He 
graduated from University of Maryland College Park with a B.S. degree in Mathematics in 
2014. Jae IL continued his education and graduated from Georgetown University with a 
M.S. degree in Physiology in 2017. He was steered toward dentistry by Dr. Yoonchul Roh 
and Dr. Deborah Wilson, who are his mentors.

While at Tufts, Jae IL was the recipient of the Dr. John S. Wolkowicz and Family Endowed 
Scholarship Fund. He was involved in Korean American Dental Association where he served 
as first-year representative and secretary.

First and foremost, Jae IL would like to thank God for his continued blessings and guidance. 
Jae IL would like to express deepest gratitude to his family, especially his parents, Kyung 
Yel Ru and Yoon Suk Ru-Roh, and his sister Jae for their unconditional love, support and 
prayers. Lastly, Jae IL would like to especially thank his wife, Amelia Jieyoung Kim, for all 
the sacrifices, unwavering support, motivation and patience throughout his dental school 
career.

Jae IL is grateful to the Tufts family of faculty, staff, and administrators. He would like to 
thank his Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish 
for their mentorship and guidance throughout his dental education. Jae IL would also like 
to express gratitude to all the clinical faculty. Lastly, Jae IL would like to thank his friends 
and congratulate his fellow D21 classmates for their accomplishments and wish the best in 
their future endeavors.

 After graduation, Jae IL plans to practice general dentistry in New Hampshire.

Amanda Ryan, D2021

Jae IL Ru, D2021
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Ghanim was born in Richmond, Virginia and moved to Massachusetts with his family when 
his father received admission to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) in 
1995. He grew up in Braintree, Massachusetts and, from a very young age, he knew that he 
wanted to pursue a degree in dentistry at TUSDM. It became a life goal that motivated him 
to learn as much as he could about the field and strive for excellence in academics. He 
attended Pre-Medical/Pre-Dental summer camps in High School, and managed dental 
equipment and supplies at his family’s private practice. In college he worked as a part time 
dental assistant and in 2017 he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration from Boston University, Questrom School of Business.

During his time at TUSDM, Ghanim was an active member of the TUSDM Muslim Students 
Association executive board and strives to continue to give back to the Muslim community 
he grew up in. Ghanim enjoyed the challenging dental science and pre-clinical curriculum, 
making life long memories and friends. He was also a member of the Tufts Implant Club 
Executive board, developing a passion for implant dentistry that began to blossom in his 
last clinical years at TUSDM, and will continue in his career as a general dentist.  

Ghanim is extremely grateful for all the wonderful faculty he had the pleasure of learning 
from at TUSDM. He would like to specifically thank the Back Bay Group Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Michael McQueen, David Leader, Armond Enos, Maria Torres, and 
Eduardo Olegario for all of their guidance and dedication.

With humility and gratitude, Ghanim would like to thank Allah (SWT) for this milestone and 
blessing. He would like to thank his mentor and father, Dr. Munal Salem, D99, and his role model and mother, Raedah Salem, for their 
continued unconditional support and love. A special thank you to his academic partner, fellow classmate, and loving sister Lemma Salem, 
D21, for being there every step of this journey, literally! He would like to thank all of his friends for all of the study support and 
memorable times outside of academics. Ghanim would like to dedicate this degree to his family and daughter, Layal Salem, who he was 
blessed with during the end of his second year at TUSDM.

After graduation, Ghanim is excited to join his father and fellow associates in serving the greater Boston community at Alpha Dental.    

Ghanim Munal Salem, D2021

Daniel Salem grew up in New Haven, Connecticut. He graduated from the University of 
Connecticut in 2016 where he obtained a Bachelor of Science in Allied Health Science. At 
Tufts School of Dental Medicine, he was involved in the executive board of ASDA student 
group, participated as a teaching assistant for the gross anatomy course, and completed 
research studies that were presented at dental conferences in both Vancouver and Boston. 

Daniel is the recipient of the Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, and Inger Johansen Student Aid 
Fund.

He would like to thank his parents, Dr. Ronald and Sharon Salem, and his sister, Rachel, for 
their continuous encouragement and support. He would also like to extend his sincerest 
gratitude to his mentors, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, Mary Karish, Gerard Kugel and 
Yoon Kang, as well as the entire group Exeter team. 

After graduation, Daniel will complete a General Practice Residency at the Boston Veteran 
Affairs Hospital.

Daniel Salem, D2021 
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Stephanie grew up in Stratford, Connecticut. She graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of 
Science in Biology and minors in Chemistry from Sacred Heart University. Stephanie then 
went on and earned a Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University. 

During her first year at Tufts, she became the founder and president of the Middle Eastern 
Dental Society, where she was able to bring her Syrian culture into her educational 
experience. As a leader, she was involved in planning cultural nights and cultural 
community service projects that she hopes to continue doing after graduation. After 
becoming a teaching assistant in Biochemistry and Cell Biology, Stephanie uncovered her 
passion for teaching others. During her third and fourth years at Tufts, she was involved in 
the American Dental Education Association Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program, 
providing educational opportunities to her classmates. Throughout her time at Tufts, 
Stephanie was the recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship and Deans List. 

Stephanie would like to thank her mentor, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, who significantly impacted 
her studies and fellowship. She would also like to extend her gratitude to Dr. Robert 
Kasberg for his continuous support and guidance. Furthermore, Stephanie thanks Drs. 
Huda Stipho, Ala Ali, James Theodore, Peter Arsenault, and Marcelo Suzuki for the many 
vital lessons throughout her educational experience. During her time in Exeter, her practice 
coordinators, Drs. Mary Karish, Alan Epstein, and Mark Caddell, provided a nourishing and 
motivating environment that enabled her to grow as a clinician further.

As the first person in her family to obtain a Bachelor degree and currently a dental degree, 
Stephanie dedicates her D.M.D degree to her parents, Tony and Susan Samrin. Stephanie believes she could not have made it this far 
without their countless prayers, extraordinary support, and unconditional love. She would also like to thank her younger sister, Sandie 
Samrin, for her encouragement and guidance. Lastly, Stephanie wishes she could share her achievements with her loved ones 
continually looking over her from heaven, her grandparents, Jedo Askar, and Teta Hilwe. 

After graduation, Stephanie plans to attend a general practice residency at Berkshire Medical Center. 

Stephanie Samrin, D2021

Lemma grew up in Braintree, Massachusetts and graduated from Boston University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Human Physiology in 2015 and Master of Science in Oral Health 
Sciences in 2016. After earning these degrees, Lemma worked as an Academic Tutor and 
matriculated into TUSDM as a member of the class of 2021. 

While at TUSDM, Lemma was involved in various student groups and community service 
efforts including Health and Wellness, Middle Eastern Dental Society, AAWD, as well as a 
volunteer for ASDA’s various activities. Lemma had the pleasure of serving in the Clinical 
Teaching Assistant Program, which she considers one of the most rewarding parts of dental 
school. 

Lemma would like to sincerely thank her Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Drs. 
Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and David Paul for their constant guidance and exceptional 
dental education. Lemma would like to thank the faculty at TUSDM and give special 
recognition to Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Yo-Wei Chen, Jose Segura, Ala Ali, Joanne Falzone, James 
Theodore, and Katerina Pellino, for enriching her clinical journey at TUSDM. Lemma would 
like to thank Matilda Bejko for her constant presence, assistance, and encouragement in 
clinic. Lemma would also like to thank the DPAs Tangy Person and Romell Madison for their 
time in clinic. 

During her time at TUSDM, Lemma is grateful and fortunate for the friends she made. She 
would like to thank her classmates Drs. Mariam Dakka, Stephanie Samrin, and Daniela 
Rendon. Lemma would also like to thank Dr. Fatima Dhanani D19, Dr. Amina Mekic D20, 

 and Dr. Haneen Shehadeh D20. Lemma will forever cherish her journey from childhood to 
 dental school with her younger brother and classmate, Dr. Ghanim Salem, and would like 
 to extend a special thank you to him for a memorable time together at TUSDM.

Most importantly, this would have not been possible without the love and support of Lemma’s parents, Raedah and Dr. Munal Salem D99, 
whom she would like to express the utmost gratitude and appreciation for. Lemma aspires to be a remarkable clinician like her father and 
is fortunate to have continued his Tufts legacy. Lemma would also like to thank her youngest brother Faris, for his never-ending 
adventures and sense of humor. 

Upon graduation, Lemma will begin her career as a general dentist in Massachusetts working with her father.

She wishes the class of 2021 the best of luck.

Lemma M. Salem, D2021
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Neethu was born in Libya to Indian parents. She later went back to India for her schooling 
and graduated from Manipal University in 2018. After graduation, she worked for one year 
at the department of conservative dentistry and endodontics at Manipal University. Since 
childhood, she had wanted to travel and experience different cultures. She owes this to her 
parents, especially her mother who is a nurse and has worked in 4 different countries. She 
moved to the United States in 2010 to complete her Master’s in Public Health from the 
University of South Carolina (USC). While earning her Master’s, she had been part of 
multiple research activities and has co-authored many articles in peer-reviewed journals. 
After graduating from USC, she worked as a clinical research coordinator at the department 
of Internal Medicine at the University of South Carolina’s School of Medicine and 
coordinated phase IV clinical trials among many other clinical studies. 

She had to take a break from her job because her work visa expired. While waiting for her 
Green card, she volunteered at UNC Charlotte as a research assistant as well as at a local 
healthcare center. Once her Green Card was approved, she started working towards her 
Board exams and admission procedure to get into an international dental program in the 
United States. She thanks her husband for all of the support she received from him to 
pursue her passion. With a toddler and with no family members, other than her husband, 
in the U.S., there were lot of challenges along this path. All of the hard work paid off when 
she was accepted to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. She is grateful to Drs. 
Ronald Perry and Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for accepting her to this program. 

Her two and half years have been adventurous and exciting. She wants to thank all of the 
faculty and staff at TUSDM who work hard to make her excel in this field, as well as help her give the best care to the patients. She also 
thanks her friends from IS21 who have been of tremendous help, sometimes even stepping in to provide child care to her daughter. She 
is also thankful to her parents, brother, and in-laws who, even though were not able to be physically present with her in the U.S., always 
prayed and cheered for her from different parts of the world. Last, but not the least, she is grateful for all the support and love of her 
husband and daughter. 

After graduation, Neethu plans to work as a general dentist in South Carolina. She hopes to inspire others to pursue dentistry. With this 
intention, she was a speaker at a seminar organized by a non-profit organization, Charlotte Malayalee Association, based in 
Charlotte, NC. 

Neethu Sebastian, DI2021

Gabriela, also known as Gabi, was born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and was 
raised in Miami, Florida. She received her Associates degree from the Honors College at 
Miami Dade College. She then continued her studies at Florida International University, 
where she received her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology with two minors, in Chemistry and 
Nutrition. After taking a year off to work at an Orthodontic Office and Dental Lab, Gabi 
decided to pursue her Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 
Hollywood, Florida, graduating in December 2016. Her dream of becoming a dentist came 
true, when she began her journey in July 2017 at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine.

While at TUSDM, Gabi was an active member of the Hispanic Dental Association serving as 
class liaison, community service liaison, secretary, and vice president. She also helped 
organize the Give Kids a Smile event, serving as a volunteer and activities fair coordinator. 
She also served as class liaison for the introduction to dental patient course for 3 years, as 
well as Class Secretary for the last 2 years. Her passion to serve prompted her to volunteer 
in service events, such as Autism Smiles, Special Olympics, and many more. One of her 
greatest accomplishments was participating in the Global Service Learning Trip to the 
Dominican Republic, where she was able to give back to her home country. Gabi is the 
recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

Gabriela would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Ileana Gonzalez Gusmao, Paul 
Trombley, Frank DeCaro, and Ronald Davitt for constantly being by her side and patiently 
coaching her through the most rigorous challenges she faced throughout dental school. 

She would also like to thank the following faculty: Dr. Steven Eisen for teaching her the foundation of dentistry because, without him, we 
would not be where we are today; Drs. Martha Forero and Leopoldo Correa, for being such amazing faculty advisors for the HAD; Drs. 
Thaisa Bordin and Yo-Wei Chen, Marcelo Suzuki, James Theodore, Maria Avrampou and all of the clinical faculty, for helping her grow in 
clinical expertise and for shaping her into the clinician she is today; and the Student Affairs staff and Clinical Affairs faculty, for their 
support and commitment to our class, especially this year during COVID. She would also like to thank Patti Casey, Paula Callahan, the 4th 
floor DPAs, Julie Fleck and Denise Tran, as well as the front desk and Flavio Ferreiro, the pre-clinical and clinical dispensary staff, for their 
support and help in making clinic run smoothly. 

Most importantly, Gabi would like to thank her parents, Evelyn and Rafael, her siblings, boyfriend, and friends. She wouldn’t be in the 
position she is today without their unconditional love and support. She would also like to thank her amazing friends that have turned into 
family that she has made here at Tufts. She doesn’t know how she would’ve survived this dental school roller coaster without them. 

Upon graduation, Gabi plans to practice as a general dentist in Miami. Her aspirations are to one day open her own practice and non-
profit to provide dental care for those in need.  

Gabriela Sangiovanni, D2021
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Nisha was born and raised in Gujarat, India. She attended Ahmedabad Dental College and 
Hospital and graduated with a Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree in 2013. As a dental 
professional, Nisha enjoyed her journey through various clinical and volunteer experiences 
as a dentist in India. Later that same year, she moved to the United States to start her 
exemplary journey. Nisha started out working as a dental assistant in few dental clinics 
and then, having an interest in giving back to the community, Nisha volunteered at various 
community programs.

Nisha earned her Master’s degree in Healthcare Administration in 2016 from Suffolk 
University in Boston, Massachusetts. She then joined TUSDM as Clinical Affairs team intern 
in summer 2016. Later, she was offered the role of a Quality Assurance Analyst in the same 
department and, through her dedication and hard work, she took part in multiple projects 
and was part of multiple committees. In 2019, Nisha was accepted in International Dental 
Program at TUSDM and Nisha describes it as her “renovated and incredible life journey.” 
During her tenure of 29 months, as she earned her Doctor of Dental Medicine degree, she 
participated in numerous community outreach programs, served as an International 
student liaison for Medicine course and International student clinic liaison for Dorchester 
group practice. Nisha was also one of the students selected for the Advanced 
Periodontology Selective Program to have advanced clinical and didactic education in 
Periodontology.

Nisha is very grateful for the opportunity she was afforded at TUSDM, as well as to the 
great people around who positively impacted her. She would like to give special thanks to 

Dr. Mary Jane Hanlon, Dr. Ruby Ghaffari and Ange Brome for their tremendous support and unconditional love throughout her journey at 
TUSDM. Nisha is immensely grateful and thankful to Dr. Kanchan Ganda, who taught her medicine subject and provided her crucial 
advices on life and regards her with utmost respect. Nisha also appreciates her classmates, where she has made some lifelong friends. 
She would also like to thank her program director Dr. Ronald Perry; Dorchester group practice members including all students, Dr. Theano 
Eliopolous, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Allyson Santo and Merlene James-Harris; her prosthodontics faculties Drs. Marcelo Suzuki, Francois 
Fisselier, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, Maria Pilar Sanchez and Nitu Singh; her operative faculties Drs. Sheldon Sullaway, Ronald Davitt 
and Linda Marinello; her dispensary staff members; as well as Paula Callahan and Patti Casey.

Most importantly, Nisha would like to appreciate her parents and her younger brother for their invaluable sacrifices, tremendous support 
and unconditional love throughout the program. It would not have been possible without them.

After graduation, Nisha would like to work as an Associate Dentist in Massachusetts and looks forward to providing the highest standard 
of care to her patients.

“Congratulations to all of the class of 2021 for this endearing journey! No pandemic can stop us!! I wish you all the very best for your 
future endeavors.” 

Nisha Shah, DI2021

Valentina received the title of Odontologist from Santa Maria University in Caracas, 
Venezuela in July 2007. Val obtained a Master of Science in Biomedical Science from Barry 
University in Miami, Florida in May 2012. She was the orthodontic liaison for the IS21 class 
of TUSDM in 2020. 

Valentina is very grateful to the TUSDM staff and faculty for helping her achieve her goal. 

After graduation, Valentina plans on going into private practice. 

Valentina Serrano Hill, DI2021
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“It is not great [wo]men who change the world, but weak [wo]men in the hands of a great 
God.” Alana grew up in Jamaica, Queens to which she attributes her having grit. She 
obtained her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Alabama in Huntsville in 
2014. After working for two years at Adventist Health Hospital in Orlando as an Orthopedic 
Nurse on a Progressive Care Unit, she moved with her husband to Massachusetts to 
continue her educational journey at Tufts School of Dental Medicine. 

While at Tufts, Alana was a part of the Student National Dental Association (SNDA) and 
served as Treasurer her second year. Through SNDA, she was part of the Impressions Day 
and I.D.I.D. symposium. Alana was also a member of the Hispanic Dental Association.  

In addition to being active on campus she also continued to work as a nurse caring for 
pediatric patients and, during the COVID-19 pandemic, she fulfilled her civic duty and 
worked additional jobs to help with the nursing shortage crisis. In addition, Alana was a 
recipient of the Dean’s Scholarship as well as a Merit scholarship. 

Alana is grateful for the academic and clinical training she received at Tufts and would like to 
thank the dedicated faculty and staff for their support and commitment to her dental 
education. Alana would like to thank all the faculty and staff who all played an integral part in 
shaping her into the clinician she is today. She gives special thanks to Dr. Ronald Davitt for 
continual encouragement and prayers, and Drs. Thaisa Bordin and Yo-Wei Chen for fostering 
her love for prosthodontics. Most lovingly, to Dr. Meletia Laskou, Alana expresses her 
gratitude for seeing past her nervous chattering teeth during her interview and seeing the 

 passion she has for service. She further thanks Dr. Meletia Laskou for being her mentor and 
 especially for all the encouraging words, hugs, and reassurance as she combatted the ever- 
 so-boisterous imposter syndrome. She would also like to thank and acknowledge her DPA’s, 
 Julie Fleck, Shauna Carty and Denise Tran, along with Natasha Blake and Cristal Heredia.

Alana praises God for allowing her to carry out His purpose for her life, for she would be nothing without Him. Alana honors her parents 
for instilling within her the island mentality to strive for greatness and for their infinite love, guidance, sacrifices. They have continued to 
uplift her with reminders to “Trust God with all” and to “Always Give God his time.” She thanks her sister, Ayana Markland, for always 
being her motivator and pushing her to grow into the depths of her greatest potential. She also would be remiss if she did not thank her 
husband, Nicholas Smith, for being her rock throughout this difficult matriculation, for waking her up at ungodly hours to study or 
quizzing her for exams. She further expresses gratitude to all her extended family and friends who encouraged her and prayed for her 
success. Alana attributes all her success to God, and for HIS Glory. After graduation, Alana will be working in private practice. 

“Congratulations, Class of 2021! WE DID IT, by God’s Grace!”

Alana Shields, D2021 

Paymaun received a Bachelor of Science in Biology from San Diego State University and a 
Master’s in Biomedical Sciences from Rutgers University.

First, he would like to thank his family, Ladan, Bijan, and Kayla for always supporting him 
throughout this journey. None of this would be possible without the foundation provided 
from his family. Lastly, he would like to thank a few people who helped make dentistry a 
career, Sean Young, Terence Murphy, and Soroush Samimi. These three played 
monumental roles before and throughout dental school, and will continue to in the future.

After graduation, Paymaun plans to practice in Southern California. 

Paymaun Shakiba, D2021
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Hadeel received her first D.D.S. from Arab American University –Jenin (AAUJ) School of 
Dental Medicine in her home country of Palestine. Being a part of the Tufts family really 
changed her perspective in many ways, including the rich cultural environment that she 
was introduced to, the level of education, the pursuit of the cutting-edge technology 
incorporated into the curriculum, and the many clubs that the students at TUSDM take part 
in. The most memorable day for Hadeel is the cultural event where many students from 
different parts of the world had the opportunity to present their culture in many ways. 
Hadeel participated in many clubs at the school, but the most memorable of all is the 
Digital Dentistry Club. She was amazed how well organized the students were and how 
engaged the faculty were in that club, as it presented the future of their careers. Hadeel 
had an amazing chance to be the Head T.A. for the Operative Department, as well as the 
Prosthodontics Department, where she was being responsible for the other T.A.’s 
schedules and distributions. She did enjoy teaching and helping other students to sharpen 
their skills in these fields. Hadeel was on the Dean’s list for the fall semester of 2020.

For an IS student the time spent at Tufts is shorter, compared to the regular D.M.D. 
candidates, but it was one of the best periods in her life. Since the school is in one of the 
most prestigious areas in the country with very smart educated population, she enjoyed 
the history Boston has, and the wonderful museums as well. 

Hadeel would like to thank everyone in the TUSDM family, but would like to send special 
thanks to Drs. Robert Kasberg and Michael Thompson for their guidance and support 
during her stay at Tufts. She would also like to thank Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for giving 

 her the opportunity to be a part of the Tufts family. She would like to thank Drs. Samah 
 Bukhari and Elinor Alon for their help in the Endodontics Department; Drs. David Paul, 
 Denisa Stasa, and Alex Miele for their support during clinics; and Drs. James Theodore and 
 William Lobel, for pushing her beyond her comfort level to become a better Clinician. She 
 would also like to thank Drs. Ali Omar and Francois Fisselier for their help and education in  
 he Prosthodontics field. Special thanks to Dr. Steven Eisen for spending his summers 
 teaching class after class on the basis of Operative and Fixed Dentistry.

 Hadeel will be working in a private practice in Bucks County, Pennsylvania after graduation.

Hadeel Zuhdi Shtawi. DI2021 

Mark was born and raised in North Carolina. He received a B.S in Biology and a minor in 
Chemistry from The University of North Carolina at Greensboro. He continued his education 
at Mississippi College where he received a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences. While at Tufts, 
Mark held a position on the admissions committee, and he was a student teaching 
assistant in the Atlantic Group Practice. Upon graduation, Mark plans to move back to 
North Carolina with his wife to work as a general dentist at Aspen Dental with a fellow Tufts 
Alum, Dr. Redden.  

Mark is the recipient of the Dr. Martin P. Sachs Scholarship Fund and the Dr. Frank D. 
Kasparian D61 Scholarship.

Mark would like to give a special thanks to his wife, Carlee, for enduring the rigorous life of 
dental school and supporting him through his journey. Additionally, he would like to thank 
his parents and family for their continued support and encouragement as he pursued his 
dreams. He would also like to thank his Atlantic Practice Coordinators, the faculty and 
professors that guided him along his time here at Tufts. 

Mark Shircliffe, D2021
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Meredith was raised in Corpus Christi, Texas. She graduated from the University of Texas at 
San Antonio (UTSA) in 2016 with Bachelor of Science in Biology. In 2017, she graduated 
from UTSA with a Master’s of Science in Business before starting her academic career at 
TUSDM. Meredith had known since she was a junior in high school that she wanted to 
pursue a career in dentistry and worked extremely hard to get to TUSDM.

Meredith spent her four years at TUSDM dedicated to her studies and trying to get the best 
clinical experiences she could from her faculty. Her most memorable academic experience 
was studying at the library with her friends; building stronger relationships and expanding 
her knowledge of the dental world. Late nights at the library became a regular thing for her 
and her friends during the first two years of dental school. She did love the transition from 
academic learning to her clinical experience. She really enjoyed learning from her patients 
as well as getting to know them, each one taught her something new that she will carry 
with her for the rest of her career. During her first year at TUSDM, Meredith had her sister 
Madison (D18) to help guide and teach her through the challenges of dental school and 
she is grateful for the advice that her sister continues to provide. After graduation, 
Meredith will be starting her Advance Education in General Dentistry residency in 
Nashville, TN with the University of Tennessee working at the Mathew Walker Community 
Health Center. 

Meredith would like to thank her Practice Coordinators as well as her DPAs for being a 
source of knowledge and growth during her time at TUSDM. Over the past four years, 
Meredith has created some lifelong friendships and would like to thank Robert Anderson 

 and the Tendies for being her family away from home throughout the many difficult years of 
 dental school. Each of you made her experience at TUSDM that much better and she will 
 never forget you. Next, Meredith would like to thank her parents, Craig and Barbara Sico, as  
 well as her grandparents, Jim, Leland, Barbara and Dee, for being the best support system a  
 girl could ask for and always taking her calls, even when she was frantic. She could not  
 have asked for a better family to encourage her through these last four years of school.  
 Lastly, Meredith would like to thank her sisters, Madison, Mallory, and Camille; the three  
 of you have been by her side every day and she wants to express her gratitude for all the  
 love and support throughout our lives. 

Meredith Sico, D2021

Max was born and raised in Naples, FL. Max left the beaches of Florida to attend the 
University of Mississippi Honors College in Oxford, MS. Despite spending every Saturday in 
The Grove cheering on the Rebels, he was able to earn his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Psychology with a Minor in Chemistry in 2014. Following graduation, Max moved to Tampa, 
FL to work as a Medical Scribe and volunteer at a local health clinic before again moving 
north to attend TUSDM.

While at Tufts, Max worked as Clinical Teaching Assistant where he hopefully helped his 
fellow classmates as much as they did for him throughout his four years at Tufts. During his 
time at TUSDM, Max developed a keen interest in esthetic and implant dentistry but grew 
to love all aspects of the profession and was grateful to have experts from every field 
providing their insight. While Max will be forever grateful for his clinical education, he will 
especially cherish the personal connections he made with his peers, faculty, and patients. 

Max would like to give a special thanks to his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano 
Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, and Richard Harold, as well as Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Dr. Thaisa 
Bordin, Dr. Katerina Pellino, Allyson Santo, and Merlene James-Harris for their endless 
guidance, patience, and kindness. He would also like to thank his family, friends, and 
classmates for an unforgettable four years, and he wishes nothing but the best for 
everyone in the next chapter of their lives. 

After graduation, Max will be completing an Advanced Education in General Dentistry 
residency in Phoenix, AZ, before beginning his career in private practice.

Maximilian Shumake, D2021 
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Evaneet Sidhu, D2021
Eva grew up in a small suburb outside of Sacramento, California called Antelope. She 
graduated from UCLA in 2016 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychobiology. Prior to 
entering Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Eva worked as a dental assistant. 

During her time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Eva was involved in a variety 
of educational and leadership roles. She served as a teaching assistant for the Endocrine/
Reproductive course and was a tutor for removable partial dentures, radiology, and oral 
pathology. Throughout her four years, Eva was a part of the American Student Dental 
Association and served as the External Affairs Director. Her role entailed collaborating with 
dental service organizations and the TUSDM administration to host educational lunch and 
learns and dinner socials for the student body. Additionally, Eva was also a part of the 
Alpha Omega organization and served as philanthropy chair and worked to thank and give 
back to the TUSDM community. Eva was the recipient of Tufts Merit Scholarship in 2019 
and 2020, along with being placed on the Dean’s List for her academic achievements. 

Eva would like to take this opportunity to thank all the faculty and staff that have made her 
time at TUSDM so memorable and rewarding. She would like to thank the faculty members 
who have supported her throughout her education, including Drs. Francesca Bonino, Paul 
Levis, Maria Torres, Steven Rubin, Yo-Wei Chen, Duangkamol Blankenship, Constantinos 
Laskarides, and Ronald Davitt. She would also like to thank her DPA, Denise Tran, for all of 
her hard work. Additionally, she would like to thank lab technician Janette Yadegar for her 
dedication to the success and education of all students. Lastly, she would like to especially 
thank her practice coordinators Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez, and Frank DeCaro for 

 refining her clinical and diagnostic skills. 

 Eva acknowledges that she would not be where she is today without the support of her 
 family and friends. She would like to thank her parents, Inderjit and Parminder Sidhu, for 
 always encouraging her to follow her dreams. She would like to thank her brother, Abhi 
 Sidhu, for motivating her to continue to re-define the meaning of success. Lastly, she 
 would like to thank her friends, old and new, for being her biggest support system and 
 pillar to lean on every step of the way. 

 Upon graduation, Eva will pursue a residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at the  
 University of Maryland.

Melanie Silvestrini, D2021
Melanie was born and raised in Queens, New York. She earned her dual degrees of a 
Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry and Chemical Biotechnology from East Stroudsburg 
University of Pennsylvania in 2017. 

During her time at Tufts, Melanie developed three experimental studies with the help of 
her mentors within the realm of the orthodontic specialty. She was inducted into the Bates-
Andrews Honors Research Society during her first year at Tufts and continued to conduct a 
variety of research studies each year via the Student Research Travel Fellowship Program. 
As a selected candidate for the Fellowship, Melanie traveled to Munich, Germany in July of 
2019 to conduct dental materials research at the 3M headquarters. She has also traveled 
to the International Association of Dental Research conferences where she presented her 
studies in Boston, MA in 2018 and Vancouver, CA in 2019. Melanie has also presented her 
studies at the Greater New York Dental Meeting in 2019. For two consecutive years at Tufts, 
Melanie was awarded for her research presentations placing First Place for Predoctoral 
Table Clinic in 2020 and Third Place Award for Predoctoral Table Clinic in 2019. Most 
recently, Melanie was the selected Tufts nominee to compete nationally in the Student 
Competition for Advancing Dental Research and its Applications (SCADA) in April of 2020, 
where she presented her latest published research virtually. While at Tufts, Melanie had 
the opportunity to serve as a Radiology Clinical Teaching Assistant where she enjoyed 
helping her fellow colleagues. As a fourth year student, Melanie also completed a 5-week 
clinical externship at the Mashpee Community Health Center in Cape Cod, MA where she 
provided dental care to the underserved community. 

 Melanie is the recipient of the Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, and Inger Johansen Student Aid 
 Fund and the American Academy of Dental Science Scholarship.

First and foremost, Melanie dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her family, who have provided her with unconditional love, wisdom and 
support throughout her personal, professional and academic endeavors. Special appreciation is extended to Melanie’s mother, Amarilis; 
father, Silfredo; brother, Adam; grandmother, Melanie; grandfather, Riccardo; and uncles, Rick and Michael.

Melanie is grateful for the exceptional academic and clinical training she has received at Tufts. With highest regard, Melanie would like to 
extend her sincerest gratitude and heartfelt appreciation for her Practice Coordinators (PCs) in Group Practice Back Bay, Drs. David 
Leader, Armond Enos and Maria Torres for their mentorship, teachings in patient care and treatment planning. In addition, Melanie would 
like to express appreciation for her research mentors Drs. Gerard Kugel, Duong Tran, Hugo Campos and Yoon Kang for their endless 
teachings and invaluable guidance that has led to her success in research and the 2020 publication in the Journal of Dental Science.

After graduation, Melanie plans to practice as a general dentist in private practice. Melanie’s long-term plans include continuing her 
education in multi-disciplinary approaches to both complex and simple facial esthetic cosmetic, corrective, restorative and health-
focused procedures.
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Gaganjot Singh, D2021 
Gaganjot Singh was born in India and raised in Granger, Indiana. He earned his B.S. degree 
in Biology from Indiana University – Purdue University Indianapolis in 2017. 

While at Tufts, Gaganjot was a clinical, schedule, and Lab Safety TA. He helped create and 
organize student schedules while providing underclassmen with any assistance and 
clarifications to ensure success in their coursework and clinic.  

Gaganjot is the first dentist in his family and owes his success to his family and friends. He 
would like to thank his mother, Baljeet Kaur, and father, Avtar Singh, for their 
unconditional love and support. He is also thankful for his sister, Navneet Kaur, and his 
brother-in-law, Devender Batth, for their constant encouragement and support. Gaganjot is 
very grateful for his friend, Dr. Piia Virtanen, for her guidance and help in steering through 
any professional obstacles.

Gaganjot would like to thank all the Tufts faculty and staff including Drs. Alberto Sarmiento, 
Olympia Karacosta, Karen Wallach, Thaisa Bordin, Pilar Sanchez, Peter Arsenault, Roccio 
Saavedra, Robert Kasberg, as well as Ligelia A. Ortiz, Jacqueline Kulas, Valerie Distefano, 
Sarita Hampton, Patti Casey, and all the dispensary, radiology, and custodial staff.

After graduation, Gaganjot will begin his career as an associate dentist with Aspen Dental 
in South Bend, Indiana.

Harjaap Singh, D2021  
Harjaap grew up in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Human Physiology from Boston University in 2016. Before enrolling in dental school, 
Harjaap also earned a Master of Science degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry 
University in 2017.   

During his time at Tufts, Harjaap served as the President of Alpha Omega and was also on 
the Executive board of the South Asian Medical and Dental Association. He spent time as a 
Teaching Assistant for Operative Dentistry, as well as a tutor for various basic science 
courses. Additionally, Harjaap was recognized on the Dean’s List and was a recipient of the 
Tufts Merit Scholarship.  

First and foremost, Harjaap would like to thank his parents, Raj and Jasmeet, and his 
brother, Gurtegh, for their unconditional love and support during the four years of dental 
school. He would also like to extend gratitude towards his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark 
Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish, for their remarkable mentorship and for making 
Group Practice Exeter something he will always cherish. Lastly, Harjaap would like to thank 
all of the faculty at TUSDM, especially Drs. Yo-Wei Chen, Duangkamol Blankenship, Richard 
Doff, Dean Cohen, and his mentor, Dr. Shubha Nanda, for their continuous guidance and 
support.  

Upon graduation, Harjaap will work as an Associate Dentist. Congratulations to the  
Class of 2021! 

  



Tufts Class of 2021 Biographies  112

.

Herman Singh, D2021 
Herman was born in Queens, New York and raised in Stamford, Connecticut. In 2012, he 
graduated from the University of Connecticut with two Bachelor of Science degrees, in 
Biological Sciences and Molecular & Cellular Biology. He also double minored in 
Evolutionary Biology and Psychology. After working as a pharmacy tech for a few years, he 
attended Barry University where he earned a Master of Science degree in Biomedical 
Sciences.  

Herman is a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed 
Scholarship.

Herman would like to thank everyone involved with Group Charlestown. Starting with the 
PCs, Drs. David Paul, Denisa Stasa, and Alex Miele, who have helped mentor and guide him 
since he first set foot in clinic. A thank you to Matilda Bejko for her bright personality and 
positivity. A thank you to the DPAs, dispensary staff, radiology staff and all other support 
staff on the floor.  

Herman would like to thank the faculty at Tufts who displayed a high level of respect, 
positive attitude, and enthusiasm to teach and inspire. These faculty carry the reputation 
of Tufts on their shoulders. This list includes, but is not limited to: Drs. Mariam 
Margvelashvili, Gustavo Mahn, Maria Avrampou, Thaisa Bordin, Ala Ali, Yo-Wei Chen, 
Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, James Theodore, Mirian Belussi, Linda Marinello, Robert 
Gyurko and David Harris. A special thanks to Dr. Samah Bukhari for her above and beyond 
teaching in clinic and for the CDCA. 

Herman would also like to take a moment and give a special thanks to Dr. Robert Kasberg, who advocated and fought for students from 
the Barry University Master’s Program and gave them a second chance.  

Herman would like to thank all his friends at Tufts for their source of endless laughter, support, and memories which he will cherish 
forever. He looks forward to working with them and keeping in touch after graduation. Herman would also like to thank the International 
Students for being a genuinely great group of people, and for their support at Tufts.  

Herman would like to take a moment and thank the two most important people in his life, his parents, for their unwavering support 
throughout his life. His mother, Dr. Upinder Singh, for inspiring him to become a dentist, the hours spent talking about cases and the 
love for the career and her endless supply of passion and support. His father, Gurpreet Singh, for his calm and reasonable approach and 
for his financial and life advice. A special thank you to his parents and grandparents, who moved to a different country and sacrificed so 
much so he could have a better life.  

Upon graduation, Herman will be joining an associate position with Aspen Dental in Daphne, Alabama. 

 
Lauren Smith, D2021 

Lauren was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio. She then went on to attend Oakwood 
University in Huntsville, Alabama, where she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology. While at Oakwood, she served in her pre-dental society, where she volunteered at 
the local community dental clinic, and worked with other pre-dental students to help 
provide dental care to underserved communities.  

After graduating from Oakwood University, Lauren was accepted to Tufts University School 
of Dental Medicine. While attending Tufts, she was active in various clubs: the Student 
National Dental Association, American Association of Women Dentists, and the 
Periodontology Study Club. She also participated in the Advanced Periodontology 
Selective program in her final year at Tufts. This program offered her more opportunities to 
learn about the specialty of Periodontology. Lauren believes one should constantly grow as 
a person, and professionally; while taking every opportunity to enjoy life to the fullest.  

Lauren is extremely grateful for the following faculty and others to help her get to where 
she is today: Drs. Joanne Falzone, Karen Wallach, Olympia Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, 
Wright, Leo Whitworth, Robert Kasberg, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Mirian Belussi, Ronald 
Davitt, Pilar Sanchez, and her parents!  

After graduation, Lauren plans on attending a General Practice Residency at University of 
Toledo in Toledo, Ohio. 
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Farida Somba, DI2021 
Farida was born and raised in Tanzania. She obtained her Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) 
degree from Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences (MUHAS), before relocating 
to United States in 2011. Farida holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Global Health, obtained 
from University of Tampere, Finland, and an Associate’s degree in Nursing from Donnelly 
College. After graduating with her DDS, she completed her one-year internship and later 
practiced at a military hospital as Senior Dental Surgeon. In the United States, Farida has 
worked at hospitals and rehabilitation centers that exposed her to delivering continuous 
inter-disciplinary health-care with compassion. Farida has volunteered endlessly in 
underserved communities, such as Samuel U. Rogers and Kansas City Care clinics. 

Farida expresses gratitude to TUSDM for giving her an opportunity to complete her dental 
degree (Yes!! This time a Doctor of Dental Medicine). Special thanks to Drs. Ronald Perry 
and Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for believing in her. Farida would also like to sincerely thank 
Dr. Ronald Davitt for his continuous support and mentorship, Dr. Yoi-Wei Chen for his 
brilliant mentorship and always willing to teach different procedures evidence based, and 
Drs. Francois Fisselier, Dean B. Cohen, and Mariam Margvelashvili. Farida gives many 
sincere thanks to her group practice, Fairfield, for their continuous support throughout this 
journey. Thank you to Drs. Paul Trombly, Frank Decaro, and Ilenia Gonzales and 4th the 
floor leads; Flavio Ferreira, Denise Tran, Markaine Desrosiers, Romell Madison, and Sarita 
Hampton. Thank you to the entire TUSDM community for always being a hand of support in 
one way or another.  

Farida is grateful to God for equipping her with strength and perseverance to always find a 
 way to stand up with her head high even when circumstances didn’t allow. Farida is here 
 today not because she is lucky, it’s because she is blessed. Thank you, God. 

Farida would like to give special thanks to her mom for always supporting her mentally and emotionally, and for always believing in her. 
“Mom, I am grateful to have you, I couldn’t have done this without you, I appreciate your help with the kids, you made me to be able to 
balance life as a student and a mother, love you mom.” Farida also gives special thanks to her smart, respectful, responsible and kind 
son, Rahim, and smart, kind, respectful and responsible beautiful daughters, Ramlah and Raina: “You guys are my world. I love you to the 
moon and back, thank you for being patient and understanding with mom.”  

Farida is excited to begin her career as a General Dentist after graduation. Her passion is to serve the underserved community and make 
a difference in dental health care profession while delivering endless smiles. “This is just the beginning!” 

Justin Stacy, D2021 
Justin grew up in the town of Uxbridge, Massachusetts with his siblings, Brandon and 
Nicole. He graduated from Blackstone Valley Regional Technical Vocational High School 
(BVT) in Upton, in 2009. Justin earned a B.S. degree in Biology at Nova Southeastern 
University in 2014. He continued his education in South Florida, and went on to complete 
his M.B.S. at Larkin University. At Tufts, Justin is a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, 
and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship. 

Justin would especially like to thank his parents, Lynne and Mark, for their unwavering 
support, sacrifices, and love over the years. They have made everything possible for Justin 
and he cannot express enough appreciation. He also wants to thank his grandmother, 
Sandra, and late grandfather, Douglas Hebb. In addition, Justin is very thankful for his 
girlfriend Victoria for her endless love and encouragement. He would also like to thank her 
parents, Christina and Derek, for all of their support and welcoming him into their family. 
Justin is extremely appreciative of his friends and siblings, whom have always been there 
for him. He knows he would not be where he is today without his friends and family.  

Justin would like to acknowledge all of the faculty, staff, and colleagues he had the 
privilege of working with and have contribute to his dental education. 

After graduation, Justin plans on serving his community at a private practice in 
Massachusetts. 
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Dejuanquaries L. Stephens, D2021 
Dejuanquaries L. Stephens is his full name, but his peers know him as “DL.” He thinks it’s 
much easier to pronounce two letters as opposed to thirteen. 

DL is originally from Indianola, Mississippi, but he later moved to Atlanta, Georgia at the 
age of 10. He’s sure to credit both cities for shaping him into the man he is today. Prior to 
TUSDM, he attended Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia, where he received a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology with a Chemistry minor in 2014. After that, he obtained a 
Master of Science in Medical Science from Mississippi College in 2017. 

While at Tufts, DL was involved in various community service activities and organizations 
such as the Student National Dental Association, The Rocket Science Program, American 
Association of Public Health Dentistry, and Tufts Academy of Sports Dentistry. DL was also 
one of two students to take the inaugural trip to Mbale, Uganda, where they had the 
opportunity to serve a Jewish community in need, some of whom may have never seen a 
dentist prior to their arrival. He holds this experience near and dear to his heart and will 
always appreciate it. 

First and foremost, DL would like to thank God for guiding and protecting him, allowing 
him to fulfil one of his lifelong dreams of becoming a dentist. DL would also like to thank 
the many people who have played a part in his journey, especially his friends and family. 
With special thanks to his parents, Catherine and James, followed by his siblings, Derrick 
and Eugenia. Others such as Mr. Hab, Mrs. Marlene, Mrs. Marcella, Mrs. Cheryl, Mr. Vic and 
so many others who contributed to his success. “I appreciate the unwavering support.” 

DL would like to give special thanks to some of the faculty and staff at TUSDM: Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Executive Dean Mark 
Gonthier, Drs. Robert Kasberg, Joanne Falzone, Marcelo Suzuki, Peter Arsenault, Hugo Campos, Mirian Belussi, Olympia Karacosta, Karen 
Wallach, Alberto Sarmiento, Tanya Wright, Ronald Davitt, Thaisa Bordin, John Morgan, E. Leo Whitworth, Iqbal Singh, Aidee Herman, Livia 
Valverde, Rocio Saavedra, Pilar Sanchez, Ala Ali, Huda Stipho, Steven Eisen, Vasiliki Tsakalelli as well as Louise Paolucci, Alyx Ortiz, the 
DPA’s Jacqueline Kulas, Tommy Rivera, Caitlinn Lu, Valerie Distefano and Sarita Hampton, Officers Sean Donlon and Jack Sheehan, and 
finally Ms. Maria in custodial services. “I thank you all for your kindness and guidance throughout my time at Tufts.” He’d also like to 
thank each of his classmates for taking this journey with him over the past 4 years.  

After graduation, DL is looking forward to serving his community back in Atlanta, Georgia working as an associate dentist.  

Congratulations to the Class of 2021! “We are a rare breed! COVID-19 may have slowed us down, but it didn’t defeat us. I will leave you 
with this, when things seem to pull you down, remember to find the positive in each and every situation. The glass is always half-full, not 
half empty. We have much to be thankful for, so continue to push and unlock the greatness inside you.” 

Ruth Sun, D2021 
Ruth was born and raised in New Jersey. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Economics 
from Tufts University. Ruth was a recipient of the Drs. Ann M. Sagalyn, D79, and Suzanne 
Rothenberg, D41, Endowed Scholarship at TUSDM. 

She would like to thank her family and friends for their support throughout these last few 
years. She is grateful to have had such amazing people in her life who have made her 
success in the last four years possible. She will be practicing general dentistry following 
graduation and is looking forward to making an impact on patients outside of an academic 
setting.  
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Punam Sureka Rungta, DI2021 
Punam grew up in India and graduated with Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree with honors 
from Gujarat University. After graduation she practiced at a hospital, as well as in various 
private dental offices in India.  

It was a dream come true for her to be accepted at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine. During her time at TUSDM, she earned a spot on the Dean’s list and received 
merit scholarship during both years of the program. She would like to acknowledge and 
thank the entire Tufts faculty, staff and administration for their support and 
encouragement. She is proud to be a part of Dorchester group practice and would like to 
thank the group practice coordinators, Drs. Theona Eliopoulos and Edward Fidrocki for 
their invaluable guidance. She would like to thank the faculty members who made a huge 
impact on her dental education and her life, particularly Drs. Nitu Singh, Ekaterini 
Antonellou, Francois Fisselier and Pilar Sanchez. 

Punam would like to dedicate her accomplishments to her family and thank them for their 
unconditional love and support in her endeavors. She is especially grateful to her in-laws, 
Manju Sureka and Mahesh Sureka; and her parents, Shobha Rungta and Ashok Rungta, for 
their support and blessings. She would not have been able to make it through dental 
school without them. This wonderful journey would have been incomplete without her 
husband Amar, who encouraged her in all her pursuits and inspired her to follow her 
dreams. She is blessed to have her little princess, Ananya, who gives her immense joy and 
energy to keep going. 

 After graduation she plans to work as a general dentist in Dallas, Texas. Congratulations 
 and good luck to all her friends. 

Andrew Tadros, D2021 
Andrew grew up in Rowland Heights, California and obtained his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology from California State Polytechnic University Pomona. Attending Tufts was 
both challenging and exciting because it was the first time Andrew would be away from his 
home. Through his dental school journey, he has developed many personal and technical 
skills that he will continue to utilize throughout his life. 

Growing up, Andrew always had a passion for business and finance, and actually started 
undergraduate as a business major. Initially, there was no defined career that he was 
working towards, until he began to talk to his Sunday School teachers at the time. They had 
just started their careers as dentists and Andrew initially became intrigued by the business 
aspect of the career, but was eventually drawn in when he realized he could fulfill his other 
passion of serving others. After a few shadowing sessions and many conversations, 
Andrew was sold on the career and embarked on the path that eventually led to this 
moment.  

Dental school was a demanding yet rewarding experience. The moments that stood out to 
Andrew most were the countless hours spent in preclinical lab where he and his lab mates 
developed their dental skills and learned about all the facets of dentistry. Although there 
were many challenges in refining his skills, being able to rely on his classmates and faculty 
mentors was one of the most memorable moments of his dental school journey. 

Andrew is thankful for the blessings and lessons he has received in his life. God continually 
provides for him, whether it’s in the shape of friends, mentors, opportunities, or new 

 abilities. Without God guiding his life, Andrew feels he would not have had the success he 
 has been blessed with. He has met many incredible people during his Tufts journey and is  
 happy that he was able to spend this time with them. 

 In the future Andrew hopes to open his own dental practice and to work alongside the  
 mentors that facilitated this career path. He also hopes to be able to set time aside for  
 community service using the dental knowledge and skills he has acquired. 
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Mohammed Tafesh, DI2021 
From a Palestinian descent and born in Salt Lake City, Utah, Mohammed moved five times 
before graduating with honors from high school in Israel. These moves featured 4 states, 3 
countries, 3 continents, 4 languages, and an enriching personal and multicultural 
experience. Mohammed earned his Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree from the Jordan 
University of Science and Technology with honors finishing at the top of his class. He then 
worked as a general practitioner in Israel for 4 years, after which he decided to circle back 
to the USA to further his dental career. During this time, he prepared, traveled, took the 
NBDE exams, and enrolled in numerous CE courses, as continuous self-development is a 
rule Mohammed lives by.  

While at TUSDM, Mohammed dedicated himself both to his fellow classmates and his 
studies. He had the honor of serving as the IS class vice president alongside his best friend, 
Modar Alroomi, in which he served as a liaison between the administration and the 
student body. Although the role wasn’t easy, but he loved connecting with his fellow 
classmates and is humbled by the collective achievements of the 2021 class. He was 
involved in two student researches, selected for the Esthetic Dentistry Selective Program, 
in addition to working as a Removable Prosthodontic teacher assistant. Additionally, 
Mohammed served as a virtual teaching assistant, helping in the transition to virtual 
classes and activities once the pandemic hit. Mohammed was also awarded the Tufts Merit 
scholarship for the 2.5 years he spent at TUSDM. 

Mohammed would like to thank all the faculty, staff, and administrators that helped his 
wonderful class of 2021 get to the finish line. He acknowledges that he would not have 

 accomplished what he did in life without the help and support of his family, friends, and  
 mentors. It would be impossible to name all the people that played a role in his education  
 along the years. However, he gives a special thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry, who granted him  
 the opportunity to be a part of the Tufts family and for his continuous guidance and  
 mentorship; his practice coordinators, Drs. David Leader, Maria Constanza Torres, 
 Armond Enos; and the entire second floor team. 

 Mohammed is eagerly waiting to find out what his next chapter would be, he plans on  
 working as a general practitioner in one of the states!  

Sho Patrick Taniguchi, D2021  
Sho was born and raised in Phoenix, Arizona. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biochemistry and Molecular & Cellular Biology at the University of Arizona in 2014. He then 
received his Master of Public Health at the University of Arizona with a concentration in 
Epidemiology in 2016. Immediately after graduation, Sho worked at a non-profit 
organization that tied his public health background and oral health. There, he developed a 
passion for public health dentistry and advocacy, which led him to apply to Tufts.  

During his time at Tufts, Sho became involved in advocacy starting with the American 
Student Dental Association (ASDA). As co-advocacy chair, his role was to inform the school 
about the policies that impact dental students and the dental profession. He first got 
involved in public health at Tufts by volunteering at the Sharewood Clinic in Malden, MA. 
He also worked with the American Academy of Public Health dentistry club to invite 
speakers for events that tie public health and advocacy. He then participated in the Health 
Literacy Intensive in 2019 to further understand the disparities and barriers that exist in 
dental care. In addition, he co-founded the Health Literacy and Social Justice Club with 
classmates Gina Lightner and David Alpert to emphasize the importance of the many social 
and political events outside of dentistry, and its impact on the community he and his 
classmates serve. This included hosting voter registration drives, which gathered over 200 
students and staff at the dental school. He also collaborated with the Tufts medical 
students to help organize an advocacy conference, emphasizing public health and 
interdisciplinary approaches to health care. In addition, Sho was a recipient of the  
Chaim and Rieva Trilling Society of Fellows Scholarship in his fourth year.  

One of his memorable moments at Tufts was to represent the school three times during the ASDA District 1 Yankee Debate. With fellow 
classmate Arjun Gupta, they won first place at the 10th annual debate in 2019. His other fond moments were the meals from Jook Sing 
café, especially during the exam block in second year, second semester with his close friends.  

Sho would like to thank his family, who supports him from Arizona. Sho would also like to thank his practice coordinators, Drs. Olympia 
Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Karen Wallach for their continuous support for his dental education. He would also like to thank all the 
faculty he had the pleasure to work with, both in the pre-clinical courses and in the clinic. He would also like to thank the Atlantic clinic 
staff, including Jackie Kulas, Valerie DiStefano, Tommy Rivera, Sarita Hampton, and Ligelia (Alyx) Ortiz, who helped make his clinic 
experience organized and fun. Finally, he would like to thank his partner, Marissa Jarvis, for her unconditional love and support 
throughout his four years at Tufts. Without her, Sho would not have been successful.  

After graduation, Sho will be a resident at the NYU Langone Health Advanced Education in General Dentistry at Lynn, MA.  
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Chanice Thomas, D2021 
Chanice was born in Edison, New Jersey and raised in Huntsville, Alabama. She graduated 
from Oakwood University in 2017, where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biomedical Sciences while minoring in Spanish. Chanice credits her aunt, Dr. Adel Myrie, 
for sparking her interest in dentistry. In the summer of 2017, she began her dental journey 
at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. 

Chanice is a recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship.

While at Tufts, Chanice was an active member of many clubs, such as the Delta Sigma Delta 
Honor Fraternity, Student National Dental Association, American Association of Women 
Dentists, Hispanic Dental Association, American Association of Public Health Dentistry, and 
the TUSDM Orthodontics club. She held various leadership positions including serving as 
the Vice President of Delta Sigma Delta and Community Service Chair of the American 
Association of Public Health Dentistry Tufts chapters. She also served as an Admissions 
Ambassador during her fourth year at TUSDM. Chanice’s passion for community service 
prompted her to volunteer in many community service events, including the annual Healthy 
Kids Festival and Back-to-School Celebration, card-making for the hospitalized, tutoring at 
the Josiah Quincy School, and food and clothing distribution for the homeless. She was a 
frequent volunteer with the Friday Night Supper Program at the Arlington St. Church and 
her local East Boston Community Soup Kitchen.  

Chanice would first like to thank God for ordering her steps and being her ultimate source 
of strength in helping her fulfill her purpose. She thanks her parents, Dr. Janice and 

Ainsworth Thomas, along with the rest of her family and friends for their incredible love and support. Chanice would also like to thank all 
of the amazing TUSDM faculty and administrators that have been an enormous help throughout her journey, particularly Executive Dean 
Mark Gonthier, Drs. Robert Kasberg, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, E. Leo Whitworth Jr., Iqbal Singh, Tanya Wright, Hugo Campos, Mirian 
Belussi, Ronald Davitt, Ala Ali, Pilar Sanchez, Aidee Herman, Livia Valverde, Peter Arsenault, Katherina Pellino, Lokesh Suri, Yo-Wei Chen, 
Kwang Min Park, Mariam Margvelashvili, Thaisa Bordin, Konstantinos Vazouras, Marcelo Suzuki, Colette Catalino, Kerith Rankin, Samah 
Bukhari, Karen Wallach, Alberto Sarmiento, and Olympia Karacosta. “All of you have shaped me into the clinician I am today.” Chanice 
would also like to express thanks to the whole Group Practice Atlantic team (past and present) including Jacqueline Kulas, Valerie 
Distefano, Alyx Ortiz, Sarita Hampton, Caitlin Lu, Juan Catano, Tommy Rivera, as well as Jimmy Nguyen. “Thank you for being amazing at 
your jobs and making our lives easier.” Lastly, she would like to shoutout the classmates that have become family during her time at 
TUSDM. She is forever grateful to TUSDM for giving her these lifelong friendships. 

After graduation, Chanice will begin her specialty training as an orthodontic resident in the Postdoctoral Orthodontic Residency Program 
at Tufts. She wishes her classmates all the best in their future endeavors. “Congratulations, Class of 2021! We made it!” 

 

Gabriel Thomas, D2021 
Gabe was born and raised in the city of Montgomery, Alabama. He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from Morehouse College in 2014 and then completed his 
M.S. in Biomedical Sciences from Larkin University in Miami, Florida 2015. During his time 
at Tufts, Gabe served as the President of the Student National Dental Association (SNDA) 
during his 2nd year and SNDA E-board Advisor 3rd and 4th year.   

Gabe is extremely grateful for the invaluable guidance and support from numerous faculty 
and staff who have helped him become a better clinician and human being. He would like 
to give a huge thank you to the Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Stasa, 
Alex Miele, and David Paul. Their teachings allowed Gabe to grow as a provider during 
every appointment and leave Tufts with the confidence needed to provide the best care to 
patients. In addition, Gabe would like to thank Drs. Ala Ali, Mirian Belussi, Tanya Wright, 
Nitu Singh, Leo Whitworth, Aram Mirigian, and BiNa Oh for their patience and kindness 
while developing his skills as a clinician. Gabe would also like to give a huge shoutout to 
the 3rd floor staff Tangy Person, Romell Madison, Matilda Bejko, Jackie Roman, and 
Merlene James-Harris for making his experience at Tufts unforgettable.  

This journey would not have been possible without his mentor, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, 
who has been one of the biggest inspirations in his life.  

Most importantly, Gabe would like to thank his family and friends for their love and 
support every single step of the way. He could not have made it this far without the support 
of his parents, George and Carylon Thomas, and brothers: Emmanuel, George, Ben, and 

 Nate. He is forever grateful for his numerous Uncles and Aunts who have continuously  
 supported his journey. He is blessed to have his friends who encouraged him and made  
 sure he kept his eyes on his dreams when times were hard. Gabe is grateful for his fellow  
 classmates and life-long friends he has met along this journey for helping him along  
 the way.  

 After graduation, Gabe is looking forward to serving the community as a dentist. 
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Alison Towns, D2021 
Ali was born and raised in Newbury, Massachusetts. She graduated cum laude from High 
Point University in North Carolina with a Bachelor of Science in Biology in 2016. Ali fell in 
love with dentistry after graduation while working as a dental assistant at a pediatric 
practice in Newburyport, MA, where she had also been a patient as a child. As the first 
member of her family to attain a D.M.D, Ali hopes to inspire her siblings and extended 
family to pursue a career in dentistry. Her brother, Barrett, also hopes to attend TUSDM 
and follow in her footsteps.  

During her time at Tufts, Ali dedicated herself to learning the profession and consistently 
strived to improve both her technical and professional skills. Ali’s deep connection with 
her patients resulted in many patients expressing a desire to follow her after graduation.  
Ali’s most memorable experience at Tufts has been working with such a wonderful and 
immensely diverse group of faculty, students, and patients representing a myriad of 
nationalities, backgrounds, talents, and interests. She has come to appreciate and value 
each person and how together we are able to make a positive impact in both our lives and 
our community. Ali was also a recipient of the Dr. Pauline Fuller Persons, D30, Endowed 
Scholarship for Women Dental Students.  

Ali would like to thank all of her preclinical and clinical instructors throughout her four 
years at Tufts, especially her practice coordinators, Drs. Michael McQueen, David Leader, 
Armond Enos, Maria Torres, and Edward Olegario for their continuous support and 
guidance. Ali would like to thank her mentors, Drs. Mirian Belussi and Hugo Campos, for all 
of their expert advice and direction. She would also like to thank her DPA’s, front desk 

 staff, and dispensary team on the 2nd floor, all of whom are a key part of providing high  
 quality patient service. 

 Most importantly, Ali would like to extend a very special thanks to her parents, Brad and  
 Melissa Towns; her siblings, Kaley, Barrett, and Jaime; and Jason Welch for believing in her  
 and providing an unwavering source of encouragement and support.  

 After graduation, Ali plans to work as a general dentist in Massachusetts. 

 “Congratulations, class of 2021, we did it!” 

 

Nikki Trone, D2021 
Nikki came to Boston from her home state of California. Born in Los Angeles and raised in 
Orange County, she returned to LA for college where she completed her Bachelor of Arts in 
World Arts and Cultures at the University of California Los Angeles in 2013. Having an arts 
background, Nikki completed a post-baccalaureate pre-health sciences program at San 
Francisco State University while working as a dental assistant in San Francisco before 
moving across the country to begin her new life at Tufts.  

Four years at Tufts brought with it many challenges that Nikki overcame with the help of 
some select outstanding faculty. A special thank you to Group Practice Back Bay’s team of 
practice coordinators Drs. Michael McQueen, David Leader, Armond Enos, and Maria Torres 
as well as director and division head of emergency services, Dr. Patrick McGarry. Nikki 
would also like to thank her incredible former employers Drs. Michael Hing, Jennifer 
Watters, and Randal Rowland for training her to be a curious and competent assistant, 
sharpening her goals, and exposing her to office management. Finally she would like to 
thank her friend, Dr. Abigail Cho, for being an inspiring and supportive mentor.  

Nikki faced her obstacles and celebrated her successes with Lauren, Maryanna, Raffi, and 
Nathan, her close-knit group of friends that she will be forever grateful for. She would also 
like to thank her boyfriend, Michael, for being such a solid partner while they navigated 
through dental school together.  

More than anything, Nikki would like to thank her parents, Jinhee and Darren Trone, and 
her brother and sister-in-law, Sean and Jenny Kramar, for their unwavering support and 

 guidance during her pursuit of her dental degree. Without them, none of this would have 
 been possible. After graduation, Nikki plans to move to Portland, Maine with Michael and 
 their dog, Harriet, to complete a residency in Advanced Education in General Dentistry.  
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Le Truong, D2021 
Le was born and raised in Saigon, Vietnam until the age of seven, when she and her family 
moved to Boston, Massachusetts. She attended Northeastern University and graduated 
Magna Cum Laude with Bachelor of Science degree in Biochemistry in 2014. After receiving 
her degree, she was accepted into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.  

Throughout dental school, Le held various leadership positions. She became the Grand 
Master of Delta Sigma Delta (DSD), where she was involved in overseeing all positions, 
holding general meetings, and creating new events for TUFTS DSD chapter. Le also had the 
opportunity to become a teaching assistant in the Atlantic Comprehensive care department 
and Pediatric department. Le was able to learn by teaching others while improving her 
efficacy, confidence, and communication skills.  

Community service is what is most satisfying and rewarding to Le. Throughout dental 
school, she had the opportunity to participate in various community service events, 
providing oral health promotion to patients of various ages. The volunteering events she is 
most passionate about range from teaching elderly Chinese patients at Golden Age Center 
on how to properly clean their dentures to teaching proper brushing techniques to children 
at Josiah Quincy School. All of this work has been fulfilling and she wants to practice in a 
community setting and continue to be involved in community service. Le hopes to bring 
what she has learned to continue to educate patients on the importance of oral health, 
especially in the underserved population. 

Le would like to thank all the faculty at Tufts, specifically Drs. Colette Catalino, Aidee 
Herman and Pilar Sanchez for mentoring her. She would also like to thank her practice coordinators Drs. Olympia Karacosta, Alberto 
Sarmiento, and Karen Wallach for their tremendous support and guidance in clinic. She would like to thank Jacqueline Kulas and Ligelia 
Ortiz for their help in making sure all the appointments run smoothly.  

As the first person in her family to obtain a Bachelor’s degree and a D.M.D. degree, Le would like to thank her family and friends for all 
the support and love during the last four years. Le would like to express her sincere gratitude for her parents, Vinh Truong and Muoi 
Huynh; her aunt, Nancy Truong; future mother in-law, Lai Mei Yau; and younger sister, Ve Truong. Most importantly, Le would like to thank 
her fiancé, William Yau. She believes she could not have made it this far without his unconditional love, support, and prayers. Le 
dedicates her D.M.D degree to her family and friends. 

After graduation, Le plans to attend a GPR program in New York City. 

Amanda Vaglio, D2021 
Amanda was born and raised in Miami, Florida. She attended Florida International 
University and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biological Sciences in 2017. 
After earning her degree, she was accepted into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.  

Amanda is the recipient of the Dr. Vangel and Mrs. Barbara Zissi Endowed Scholarship 
Fund.

During her first two years of dental school, Amanda had the opportunity to volunteer at the 
Give Kids a Smile event at Tufts. This opportunity helped to continue to fuel her passion for 
dentistry as she was able to help young patients feel comfortable before their dental 
procedures.  

Amanda is grateful for the education that she received at Tufts and would like to thank all 
of her didactic, preclinical and clinical instructors. Amanda would especially like to thank 
her Dorchester group practice staff and Practice Coordinators Drs. Theano Eliopoulos and 
Edward Fidrocki for their guidance and mentorship.  

Amanda would like to thank her family and friends for all of their support and love during 
the last four years. Without the support of her parents, sister, tia and grandmas she would 
not be where she is today. Amanda would also like to thank her boyfriend, Adrian Garcia, 
for his support the last four years and for always being there for her when she needed him.  

After graduation Amanda plans to work in the Boston area.  
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Eliana Valdez, DI2021 
Eliana was born and raised in Santiago, Dominican Republic. She earned her Doctoral 
Degree in Dentistry from Pontificia Universidad Catolica Madre y Maestra University in 
2008. After graduation, Eliana worked as a dentist in multiple practices as well as an 
associate dentist at a private practice in her city. In 2009, she decided to move to Chile, 
South America to course a PG in Prosthodontics. She then got married in 2010 to Junior, 
her soulmate, and moved to the United States in 2012 to build her new life as a wife of a 
gorgeous man. Once in Massachusetts, she earned a Dental Limited License which allowed 
her to practice Dentistry at North Shore Community Health Center for 6 and a half years, a 
place that she considered to be a blessing, especially working with her very appreciated 
co-worker, Marie France, and her mentor, Dr Paul Forte, whom she will be thankful for all 
the help he provided. While working, she was an active volunteer helping on health fairs 
for the Hispanic and Non-Hispanic population. She decided then to pursue her full license 
to expand her practice scope. With the huge support of her husband, family and friends, 
Eliana got accepted into the TUSDM International program in 2019.  

While at Tufts, she had the honor to serve as the Community Service Representative of the 
School’s chapter of the Hispanic Dental Association which allowed her to serve different 
populations in the Oral Health prevention care. She also was assigned as a Clinical 
Teaching Assistant of her group practice and served as the Endodontic Liaison of her  
class group.  

First and Foremost, Eliana thanks God for everything He has allowed in her life. Then her 
husband, Junior Peralta, who has been her main support, her best friend, allowing this to 

be not only her achievement but his as well, ‘’Negro, we did it!’’ She thanks her mother, whom sacrificed her life to give her a better 
future; her other mother, Sarah, who never let her fall down and was there for her all the time; her lovely brother, who is her inspiration 
to be a better person; her step-father, Luis, for all the support throughout her life; her aunts, uncles and cousins, for believing in her; her 
grandmothers; her friends, especially Dahiana and Yrene for being more than sisters. Also, Eliana thanks Emaus, for giving her a piece of 
God in earth. She also thanks Greysi Jimenez, who inspired her to step into this challenge.    

Eliana is very grateful to all GP Dorchester staff and faculty, especially Drs. Theano Elliopolous, Edward Fidrocki, Thaisa Bordin, Maria 
Sanchez, Maria Avrampou, Aidee Herman, Martha Forero and Ronald Perry, for believing in her and guide her thru this pathway.  Special 
thanks to her IS classmates whom she considers as a family, especially to Vladimir, Faridha, Monica, Nisha, Igli, Punam, Serban and 
Nader, whom gave her the best company and laughs in this process.  

After graduation, with the grace of God, Eliana eventually would like to have her own private practice and serve the community with her 
profession. 

Antwon Vaughn, D2021
Antwon was born in New Haven, CT. He attended Morehouse College in Atlanta GA, earning 
a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences in 2012. While attending undergrad, Antwon was a 
member of the Pre-dental society, as well as IDID (Increasing Diversity in Dentistry). During 
his tenure at Morehouse, he conducted research on Diabetes’ role on the Peripheral 
Nervous System and was awarded both a Board of Trustee scholarship and Alumni 
Scholarship. Prior to entering Dental school, Antwon worked for NCR Corporation.  

Antwon began his dental career at Howard University College of Dentistry. At HUCD, he was 
a member of both the ADA and SNDA. In addition, Antwon also made the Dean’s list for 
consecutive semesters, before transferring to Tufts Class of 2021. He would like to extend 
immense gratitude and appreciation to his Tufts family, especially his peers, admins, and 
faculty of group practice Exeter. After graduation, Antwon plans to work part time at an 
FQHC and private practice in Northern, VA.

He would like to give a special thank you to his mother, Tracey, for working hard enough to 
provide just enough, that school could be a priority. He would like to thank his uncle 
Robert, for stressing the importance of education, financial stability, and overcoming 
adversity. He would also like to thank Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, for helping him turn his 
pessimism to optimism, while also refusing to allow him to give up on his dream. Lastly, he 
would like to thank Dr. Ronald Cade for introducing him to the wonderful field of Dentistry. 

“I spent my whole life tryna make it, tryna chase it

The cycle of a black man divided, tryna break it

 You take a loss, don’t cry about it, just embrace it

 Minor setback for major comeback, that’s my favorite”
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Konstantinos Vazouras, DI Faculty 2021
Dr. Vazouras received his D.D.S. degree from National and Kapodistrian University in 
Athens, Greece. He graduated first in his class from Athens Dental School and then moved 
to England, UK, where he worked in private practice for several years. He received his 
postgraduate research training in Manchester, UK – MPhil degree in Biomaterials Science 
and Dental Technology - followed by a three-year advanced prosthodontics residency and 
Master of Science degree at the University of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine. Dr. 
Vazouras received a Certificate in Dental Implant Surgery from the same institution and, 
upon graduation, he was awarded the prestigious International Team of Implantology (ITI) 
scholarship, where he spent one year at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine under 
the mentorship of Dr Hans-Peter Weber. After the completion of his scholarship year, he 
began teaching full time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, while he also 
treated patients at Tufts faculty practice. 

Dr. Vazouras is a Diplomate of the American Board of Prosthodontics and a Fellow of the 
American College of Prosthodontists. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Fixed 
Prosthodontics, Associate Fellow of the Greater New York Academy of Prosthodontists and 
an ITI fellow. He is an Assistant Professor at the department of Prosthodontics and 
currently serves as the interim Program Director of Postgraduate Prosthodontics at Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine. 

Dr Vazouras would like to give a special thank you to all people who gave their support for 
this achievement. He is particularly grateful to Drs. Hans-Peter Weber, Nopsaran 
Chaimattayompol, Wael Att, and Aikaterini Antonellou.

Kirtana Vedire, D2021 
Kirtana was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. She graduated from University of 
Washington with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Microbiology in 2015. During her 
undergraduate and postgraduate years, she spent her time spearheading research at the 
Seattle VA Hospital. She studied how to increase access to care for veterans in rural areas 
and gave numerous presentations at Telehealth conferences to share her findings. 

Kirtana is thankful to all the staff and faculty at Tufts that gave her invaluable guidance and 
feedback. She would especially like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, 
Alan Epstein and Mary Karish for their outstanding ability to welcome everyone into the 
clinic with grace and never-ending patience. They have formed the backbone of her Tufts 
experience and having their unwavering support provided much needed solace while 
navigating the new normal. Kirtana would also like to thank her friends who embraced her 
with open arms and whose support and laughter was always a bright light in her day.  

Kirtana would also like to thank her mom, dad and sister who supported her through every 
aspect of her journey. She would like to thank them for being the greatest champions of 
her strength and success, their relentless optimism and for embodying kindness in all 
facets of life.  

After graduation, Kirtana is excited to pursue a career as a general dentist in Austin, Texas.   
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Andy Vu, D2021 
Andy Vu grew up in Orange County, California and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Genetics from the University of California, Los 
Angeles. During his time at UCLA, he was a mentor in China Care Bruins and a member in 
Vietnamese Community Health.  While on gap year, he worked as a tutor for elementary 
school students before matriculating into TUSDM.  

Andy would like to thank his Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia 
Gonzalez Gusmao, and Frank DeCaro for their guidance in clinic. He is also extremely 
grateful to the friends that he has made throughout dental school and will always look back 
on all the memories during his time in Boston. Lastly, he would like to thank his parents, 
Viet Vu and Van Do, for their unconditional love and financial support throughout UCLA and 
TUSDM. It is because of their hard work and sacrifice that Andy was able to become the 
person that he is today.  

After graduation, Andy plans to move to Las Vegas, Nevada where he will practice as a 
general dentist. 

Pranali Vyas, D2021 
Pranali grew up in Shelby Township, Michigan, and graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biopsychology, Cognition, and Neuroscience from the University of Michigan in 
2017. After graduating, Pranali moved to Boston and pursued her dental career at Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine. 

White at Tufts, Pranali was involved in numerous organizations. She was a part of the 
leadership team for “Dental Central,” which focuses on increasing student involvement 
and enhancing community service to advance public health. Pranali also played a role in 
creating the first chapter of the Academy of Sports Dentistry at Tufts. Additionally, she 
really enjoyed her time as a clinical teaching assistant in Group Practice Fairfield. Helping 
students succeed both academically and clinically was very rewarding to her, and definitely 
the most memorable experience.  

Pranali would like to thank her Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators Drs. Paul Trombly, 
Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, and Frank DeCaro, for their constant encouragement and for 
making her a better clinician. In addition, she would like to thank Nancy Marks and her 
mentor, Dr. Kanchan Ganda, for their endless support and guidance throughout her four 
years of dental school. She also would like to thank her DPAs—Julie Fleck and Denise Tran, 
as well as the dispensary staff and front desk staff for all their hard work in keeping the 
clinic running smoothly. 

Last, but certainly not least, Pranali would like to thank her parents, Pankil and Yash Vyas, 
and her siblings, for their unconditional love and support during the four years of dental 

 school. Without them, she would not be the person she is today.   

 Following graduation, Pranali plans to attend a GPR in Brooklyn, New York. 
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Shannon Walsh, D2021  
Shannon grew up in Peabody, Massachusetts and graduated from Peabody Veterans 
Memorial High School in 2012. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Biochemistry from  
Smith College in 2016.   

As a young girl, Shannon set her sights on practicing alongside her family members,  
Dr. John K. Argeros (D77) and Dr. Don Plourde (D90), at the private practice her 
grandparents, Don and Donna Plourde, helped them to establish in her hometown.  

During her time in dental school, Shannon explored many opportunities in academia, 
teaching, and research. She served as the ADEA Class Representative for four years, the 
District Commissioner of ADEA District I in her third year, and was later selected as a Fellow 
of the ADEA Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program in her senior year. Shannon 
enjoys teaching, as she served as a TA for various didactic courses, as well as a Clinical TA 
for Group Practice Exeter, Radiology TA, and a CPR Lead Instructor. Shannon was also 
selected for the Tufts Summer Research Fellowship Program, where she studied novel 
educational approaches in treating patients with special health care needs. Her 
involvement and passion for this project was inspired by her relationship with her  
brother, Tom.   

Shannon’s experiences in teaching and research have sparked an interest in pursuing 
academia and special needs dentistry. She hopes to someday be involved in dental 
academia in accompaniment to her private practice.   

Shannon feels proud to continue her family’s legacy in private practice. She would like to 
 thank her parents, Anne Marie and William Walsh, for their love and support, as well as her  
 siblings, Kelly and Tom Walsh. She would also like to thank her uncles, Drs. John Argeros  
 and Donald Plourde, for being her mentors; and her grandparents, Don and Donna  
 Plourde, for always believing in her. 

 Shannon plans to pursue a 1-year AEGD residency at Winslow Indian Health Care Center in  
 Arizona, and after, work in private practice alongside her family members. 

Jonathan Weber, D2021  
Jonathan Weber received his Bachelor of Science degree (B.S.) in Biology from the 
University of Wisconsin – Madison in 2013 and his Masters of Science in Biomedical 
Sciences from Barry University of Hollywood, Florida in 2015.  

Jonathan began his dental journey shadowing various dental offices and assisting in a 
private office in Appleton, WI. It was during these experiences that he was able to 
appreciate the interpersonal relationships and the practical impact dentistry has on 
improving the lives of everyone involved.  

While at Tufts, Jonathan has served as both vice president and treasurer of SPEA (Student 
Professionalism and Ethics Association) as well as volunteered for the Brimfield Dental 
Outreach Group which provides dental education for elementary aged children.  During the 
school breaks he continued to work as an assistant.   

Throughout his journey, Jonathan would like to thank his family, friends and the faculty 
that helped him through. Jonathan especially wants to recognize his mother and father’s 
undying love, support and guidance, for his grandmother’s family updates, love and 
support, as well as his brother’s wit, keen ear, love and support. He wants to thank his 
aunts, uncles and cousins on both sides as well as his late grandparents for their love and 
support.  

Jonathan would like to thank the Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alberto 
Sarmiento, Karen Wallach and Olympia Karacosta for their guidance and mentorship. He 
would like to thank the clinical faculty and the individual skill sets and techniques they 

 have offered to share with him. Additionally, he would like to thank the Atlantic DPAs,  
 Jacqueline Kulas and Valerie Distefano, for being top notch with helping to schedule and  
 Alyx Ortiz, Caitlin Lu and Sarita Hampton for their help as well. 

He would like to thank Pamala Johnson and Dr. Robert Kasberg for being instrumental to starting his journey at Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine. A special thank you to Executive Dean Mark Gonthier for his wit and humor and turning a blind eye to Jonathan’s 15th 
floor naps.  

He would like to thank to Mandy Ryan, who has really been supportive, helping to keep things in perspective, helping him to smile, and 
motivating him. Jonathan can’t wait to see what the future holds for them. He appreciates the support of Mandy’s family and feels very 
fortunate to have them as a part of their team.  

Lastly, Jonathan wishes all the best of luck to the class of 2021, as they have all taught him valuable lessons and he feels privileged to 
have been on this wild journey with you.  

Following graduation, Jonathan has accepted positions at both a private dental office as well as Aspen Dental in Wisconsin.  
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Taylor Welborn, D2021 
Taylor was born and raised in Ridgeland, Mississippi. He earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biological Sciences from the University of Southern Mississippi. He then earned 
a Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences from Mississippi College. Taylor served as a 
teaching assistant for many of the courses in the biomedical sciences program, including 
Gross Anatomy. He would like to thank his professors from Mississippi College, especially 
Dr. Stan Baldwin for giving him a chance at getting into dental school. Taylor is a recipient 
of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.

While at Tufts, Taylor was involved in various organizations such as Tufts Implant Club, 
Tufts Dental Aesthetics Society, American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, Christian Medical 
and Dental Association, and American Student Dental Association. Taylor also served as a 
Social co-chairman for the class for all four years of school. Taylor’s favorite memories at 
Tufts include organizing and socializing with his classmates at Red Sox games and other 
fun social events around Boston, meeting with his amazing mentor group once a month, 
and the long mornings with close friends studying for exams. 

He would like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg for giving him the opportunity to be in dental 
school and coming all the way to Mississippi to help recruit him to Tufts. He would like to 
thank Dr. Joanne Falzone for welcoming him into the school in his first year and making him 
feel at home, all the way in Boston.  

He would like to thank D20 Samantha Sauers for taking him in as a mentor and getting him 
in his mentor group which would become one of his favorite things about Tufts. He would 
like to thank Drs. Yun Saksena, Ala Ali and Thaisa Bordin for being wonderful mentors to  

 him and his fellow peers in their mentor group. Mentor dinners will forever be a fond  
 memory for Taylor.  

He would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, and Richard Harold, for being great mentors. 
Their guidance has helped Taylor grow in the short amount of time together in clinic, and he is forever grateful for their patience and 
wisdom passed down to him. Taylor gives thanks to all the wonderful faculty in the Dorchester clinic who helped mold him into a 
promising young dentist, as well as all the support staff such as Matilda Bejko and Jackie Roman in the dispensary, for always being 
patient and helpful in clinic. Also, thank you to Allyson, Mena, and Merlene from the front desk, who really made getting assimilated in 
clinic so much easier. He appreciates their patience and kindness that they bring to work every day.  

Taylor would like to dedicate his degree to his Mother, Donna Welborn. Without her constant sacrifice and support, he would not have 
achieved this level of academic success. “I love you mom!” Taylor would also like to thank his father, Ray Welborn, as well as his entire 
family and friends for supporting him all along his journey to becoming a dentist.  

After graduation, Taylor will be joining the Prosper Dental Group in Hattiesburg, MS as a general practitioner.  

Mercedes Isabel Wert, D2021   
Mercedes was born and raised in New Jersey and graduated from Ridgefield Memorial High 
School in 2011. She went on to attend Fairleigh Dickinson University and graduated cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a minor in Chemistry in 2015. 
Following in her parents’ footsteps, Mercedes chose to pursue a career in dentistry and 
began her dental education at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) in 2017.  

Mercedes is extremely thankful and honored to have been a part of the TUSDM family 
these past 4 years, as it has allowed her to flourish and thrive on both a professional and 
personal level. She has gained incredible friends and mentors along the way, who have 
helped her reach her highest potential and get to where she is today. During her four years 
at TUSDM Mercedes was an active member in multiple student organizations, including the 
Italian Dental Association where she served as Secretary from 2018-2020, as well as the 
Hispanic Dental Association (HDA). Through the HDA she volunteered on the Global Service 
Learning trip to the Dominican Republic, where she and her fellow classmates provided 
free dental care to underserved communities. Mercedes is a recipient of the Thomas B. 
Hunt Scholarship.

She would like to give special thanks to all those who have supported her career thus far 
and have given her the confidence needed to provide the highest standard of care to her 
future patients. Many mentors have guided her while on her path to becoming a dentist 
including her Group Practice Fairfield Coordinators, Drs. Ilenia Gonzalez, Paul Trombly, and 
Frank DeCaro, Drs. Leo Whitworth, Mirian Belussi, James Theodore, Ala Ali, Huda Stipho, 
and countless others. To her mother and father, who lit the fire in her belly to pursue this 

 career and, without them, none of this would have been possible. Mercedes also thanks  
 her family and friends, who motivated her and cheered her on, and  her sister, Dayanara,  
 for always being there, even from far away. Lastly, she would like to thank her boyfriend,  
 Vincenzo, for embarking on this dental journey together and for all of his unwavering  
 support and encouragement all these years. 

 Mercedes will be pursuing a one-year general practice residency at Englewood Hospital in  
 Englewood, New Jersey in order to further her knowledge and skills in the field dentistry.  
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Bryson Chi-Ho Wong, D2021
Bryson was born in Richmond, Virginia and grew up in the countryside outside the city. He 
graduated cum laude from James Madison University with a B.S. degree in Biology. 
Bryson’s love for people, science, and art led him to pursue a career in dentistry. Upon 
graduating from college, he entered the class of 2021 at TUSDM. 

Bryson is proud to have followed his brother, Brandon Wong D’18, and his sister-in-law, 
Kristen Herrero D’18, in attending TUSDM. It is such an honor to pursue excellence in, not 
only education, but clinical skillsets and interpersonal skills TUSDM has to offer. He is 
grateful to have earned the Tufts University Dental Alumni Association Endowed 
Scholarship and Dean’s List for recognition of his academic performance. During his time 
at TUSDM, Bryson enjoyed planning events as one of the class social chairs, tutoring first 
years in craniofacial function, and volunteering with other students at St. Francis homeless 
shelter. Bryson’s love for photography allowed him to photograph student organization’s 
events, D’21 social events, as well as professional portraits for many students at TUSDM.  

Bryson is especially thankful to have such amazing staff and faculty in group Charlestown. 
He would like to thank Drs. Denisa Stasa, Alex Miele, and David Paul for leading and 
mentoring our group practice with compassion, patience, and real-world dentistry advice. 
In addition, Bryson would like to thank Dr. James Theodore for the guidance, laughs, and 
confidence-building advice he has given me throughout my time in clinic. Bryson would 
also like to thank his beautiful wife, Julie Wong, and his extended family for the continuous 
support, love, and encouragement as he continued through his dental work. 

 Long-term, Bryson would like to further improve his patient care and focus on overall 
 comprehensive treatment. After graduation, Bryson is to work as an active duty dentist 
 in the Army. 

Jenny Wong, D2021 
Jenny is originally from Malden, Massachusetts. She attended Providence College for her 
undergraduate degree, earning a Bachelor of Science in Health Policy and Management 
with a Biology/Pre-Health studies minor in 2014. At Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine, she participated in various community service activities and was a member of 
the Asian Dental Organization and The Sharewood Project.  

Jenny received the Dr. John J. Meade, D1911, and Dr. John J. Meade, D56, A54, F98P, 
Scholarship.

Jenny is thankful for all the TUSDM staff, faculty, and Exeter PC’s that have helped with her 
academic and clinical success. She is grateful for all of the friends she has made at Tufts 
and would like to thank them for their support throughout dental school. Lastly, she would 
like to thank her family, especially her mom, dad, siblings, and friends for all their love and 
support throughout her dental School journey.  

After graduation, Jenny is excited to start the next chapter in her life practicing as a general 
dentist. 
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Brigham A. Wright, D2021 
Brigham grew up outside of Dallas, Texas and received a Bachelor of Science in 
Neuroscience from Brigham Young University in 2016. Married in 2014, Brigham started 
dental school at Tufts with one daughter, and welcomed two more during the course of his 
studies. Brigham received the 3-year Air Force Health Professions Scholarship as a first-
year student.  

While at Tufts, Brigham served as President of the D2021 class for two years, served as 
President of the LDS Academy of Dentists for two years, and served as Co-President of the 
Health Professions Scholarship Program for one year. At Tufts, Brigham worked as a 
teaching assistant for various courses, including Dental Anatomy and Endodontics, and  
as a clinical teaching assistant in both the Radiology department and group practice  
Exeter clinic.  

Brigham thanks the countless people who have made his success at Tufts possible, 
including the amazing members of the staff who make it possible for the clinic to run each 
day (Ben, Jackie, Emily, Gina, Lindsey) and faculty in all of the disciplines who were patient 
enough to work with him. Brigham especially thanks Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Samah Bukhari, 
Steven Kaminsky, Robert Kasberg, Charles Rankin, Roccio Saavedra, and Marcelo Suzuki 
for their outstanding mentorship, teaching, and friendship. 

Brigham is exceptionally grateful for his practice coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan 
Epstein, and Mary Karish for their daily guidance and instruction, without which he would 
not have been able to get to the end of his Tufts journey. Last, and most of all, Brigham 

 thanks his beautiful wife, Lucia, and three daughters, Sophia, Olivia, and Emilia, for their 
 patience, support, love, forgiveness, and endurance. 

 After graduation Brigham will pursue advanced education through the Air Force AEGD-1 
 program, following which he will work as a Captain in the United States Air Force Dental 
 Corps, with eventual plans to work in his home state of Texas. 

Daisy Wu, D2021 
Daisy grew up in Hacienda Heights, California. She graduated cum laude from University of 
California, Irvine in 2015 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Anthropology. Before matriculating at TUSDM, Daisy conducted dental 
research at UCLA, participated in multiple mission trips with Global Brigades, and worked 
as a chemistry tutor for at-risk high school students at Lights on Learning.   

While at Tufts, Daisy was a committed member of the Sharewood Project and served three 
years on the executive board to mitigate oral health disparities and help the underserved 
population connect to a dental home. Alongside several of her classmates, Daisy spent her 
weekends as a dental assistant at the Orthodontic and Pediatric Dental clinic of Dr. William 
B. Chan and Associates.  

Daisy would like to profoundly thank her Exeter Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark 
Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish for imparting their wealth of knowledge and 
exemplifying clinical excellence. She would also like to extend her deepest gratitude to the 
Tufts faculty and staff, particularly Drs. Marcelo Suzuki, Nopsaran Chaimattayompol, 
Robert Amato, Thaisa Bordin, Duangkamol Blankenship, Richard Doff, Ala Ali, Pilar 
Sanchez, Daniel Lee and Ronald Davitt, for their continuous guidance and mentorship.  

Lastly, Daisy thanks her parents, Kenny and Jenny, and her sister, Katrina, for their 
unwavering love and support throughout her studies. Daisy would also like to say to Tony, 
“Thank you for being my strongest voice of encouragement and my shoulder to lean on 
throughout this journey. With unbridled optimism, we always said that if we can overcome 

 the challenges of dental school together, we can overcome any challenge that life throws  
 at us together.” 

 Upon graduation, Daisy will be working with Aspen Dental in Washington.  
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Katherine Ynsinare, D2021 
Katherine was raised on Long Island in Uniondale, New York. She graduated from Columbia 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Columbia University in 2010. 
Before matriculating in dental school, Katherine worked as a dental assistant and earned 
her Master of Science degree in Oral Health Sciences from Boston University in 2017.  

When Katherine matriculated into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) as a 
member of the class of 2021, she was commissioned into the United States Navy as a 
recipient of the Health Professions Scholarship Program (HPSP). While at TUSDM, 
Katherine joined a number of organizations and participated in a variety of volunteer 
efforts to give back to local and global communities. Katherine was an active member of 
the Hispanic Dental Association and Co-President of the American Association of Public 
Health Dentistry (AAPHD) from 2019-2021. She participated in Global-Service-Learning 
Trips with Dentists for Humanity to the Dominican Republic and with Great Shapes to 
Jamaica. Katherine served as an Admissions Ambassador, conducting interviews and tours 
for future Tufts dental students. One of her favorite memories she likes to share with others 
includes completing the annual 26.2-mile Tough Ruck with colleagues. 

Katherine is grateful for the exceptional academic and clinical training she has received at 
Tufts and would like to thank the dedicated faculty and staff for their support and 
commitment to her dental education. She would like to give special thanks to Dr. Robert 
Kasberg for mentorship while at TUSDM. Katherine also expresses appreciation and is 
especially thankful to her preclinical and clinical instructors, in particular Group 
Charlestown’s Practice Coordinators Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, and Denisa Stasa, all of 

 whom have supported her and provided her guidance in her development as a  
 competent clinician.   

Katherine would like to most importantly thank God for bringing her this far in the opportunity of reaching this milestone. She is the first 
in her family to obtain a professional degree and her accomplishments would especially not have been possible without the 
encouragement, support, motivation, and unconditional love of her family. Katherine is grateful for her church family, the Christians in 
Boston, for their prayers and encouragement along the way as well as for making Boston a home. Finally, Katherine would like to thank 
the friends she made during her time at TUSDM for making this challenging experience memorable and enjoyable. 

After graduation, Katherine is excited to continue her training with the U.S. NAVY Dental Corp commissioned as Lieutenant. 

Alexis Yip, D2021 
Alexis was born and raised in San Francisco, CA. She received a B.A. in Biology and a minor 
in Chemistry from New York University in 2016. During her undergraduate years, she 
worked part time as a dental assistant and volunteered as a Cantonese translator at New 
York Methodist Hospital. After getting more exposure to Cantonese patients and attending 
a public health seminar at NYU’s College of Dentistry, Alexis fortified her goal to provide 
dental education and top-quality care to the Chinese immigrant community. 

While at Tufts, Alexis played an active role in the Asian Dental Organization, from 
Community Service Committee to Secretary and then as President. She aimed to build a 
tight-knit Asian student community, provide mentorship to underclassmen, and promote 
community outreach at Chinatown’s Golden Age Senior Center. During COVID, Alexis 
started a virtual Cantonese language program to teach Cantonese dental terminology to 
her peers. She also received the Hunter-Gould Family Scholarship.

Beyond the local community, Alexis was also very involved globally. She considers herself 
very lucky to have participated in the Global Service Learning (GSL) trip to Haiti with 
Dentists for Humanity (DFH) as a first-year dental student. Not only did she gain new 
upperclassmen friends and mentors, who shared her passion for community service, but 
she was also deeply moved by the gracious and persevering Haitian patients and considers 
it the most impactful experience in her life. It taught her to practice compassion and 
empathy and maintain an open heart in her daily interactions. She would like to thank Dr. 
Soo Woo Kim in helping her realize life’s core values. In her 2nd year, Alexis participated in 
another GSL trip with DFH to Dominican Republic, and before COVID hit in her 3rd year, 
Alexis was in the midst of preparing for another trip to the DR, but this time as student  

 leader. She served as D21 class liaison on the newly formed GSL Committee and has been  
 accepted into the Honos Civicus Society for her community service and civic engagement.  

As a future general dentist, Alexis aims to excel in all aspects of dentistry. She had earned recognition on Dean’s List for her first year. 
Furthermore, she was selected to participate in the Advanced Selective Program in Periodontology and served as a Preclinical TA for 
Operative and Fixed Prosthodontics courses. She found it very rewarding being a resource for both her patients and colleagues alike.  

Alexis feels very fortunate to receive the guidance and mentorship from all her preclinical and clinical faculty. She would like to 
particularly thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Frank DeCaro, and Ilenia Gonzalez-Gusmao. She would also like to extend 
her gratitude to Drs. Ruby Ghaffari, Ronald Davitt, Ala Ali, Mirian Belussi, Marcelo Suzuki, Kanchan Ganda; DPAs Denise Tran and Julie 
Fleck; as well as Patti Casey and everyone in dispensary, radiology, sterilization, and housekeeping for their untiring efforts, kindness, 
and support.   

After graduation, Alexis plans to continue her education at NYU Langone’s AEGD program at A. T. Still’s Arizona School of Dentistry and 
Oral Health (ATSU-ASDOH) in Mesa, AZ.  
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Rachel Young, D2021  
Rachel was born and raised in Palos Verdes, California and received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Urban and Environmental Policy from Occidental College in 2016. After graduating college, 
she received a Fulbright scholarship to conduct research on food waste in Hong Kong from 
2016-2017. 

Rachel’s passion and inspiration for dentistry can be attributed to her mom, Maryann Tang 
Young, who graduated Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 1985. Rachel has been 
extremely honored to follow in her mother’s footsteps. She would like to express the most 
gratitude to both her mom and dad for the sacrifices they’ve made for her to accomplish 
her dreams. Rachel also would not be here without the unconditional love from the rest of 
her family, including her brother Ben and three dogs at home Bo, Milly and Wiley.   

During her four years at Tufts, Rachel was involved with the American Student Dental 
Association (ASDA) as a graphic designer and served as a co-editor for ASDA District 1’s 
first newsletter. During her fourth year of dental school, Rachel served as a Teaching 
Assistant for her Group Practice Charlestown where she enjoyed volunteering her time 
helping her classmates as needed. She also got to help third year students as an Operative 
Teaching Assistant appreciating how much she had learned in just a short amount of time.  

Rachel would like to thank Katherine Ynsinare, Chris Yu and Paula Zaman for being the 
best pre-clin support system she could ever ask for. She would have never survived those 
long two years without their patience and light-heartedness. She also would like to thank 
her incredible friends that she met through dental school who definitely made the  

 journey worthwhile.  

Rachel would specifically like to thank her group practice coordinators Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa and David Paul for being such great 
mentors and for helping her become the clinician she is today. She would like to extend extra gratitude to Dr. Alex Miele, who she could 
always count on for honest feedback and advice. She would also like to thank the following faculty who have mentored her in clinic: Drs. 
Nitu Singh, Gustavo Mahn, Thaisa Bordin, Yo-Wei Chen, Ala Ali, James Theodore, Dean Cohen, BiNa Oh, Leo Whitworth and Mirian Belussi. 
She would also like to thank Jeannette Yadegar for her patience and kindness in helping her trouble shoot and perfect multiple projects!  

She would also like to thank her DPA’s Tangy Person and Romell Madison and Merlene James-Harris for all of their continuous work and 
dedication to making our clinic run smoothly, along with the third floor staff—specifically Matilda Bekjo, Jacqueline Roman, Emily Fang 
and Ali Redjaee. Lastly, she would like to thank Niru Ramachandran for believing in her from before dental school started and Dean 
Nadeem Karimbux for all his continuous support and mentorship over the past four years.  

After graduation, Rachel will be heading to the south and working as an associate in Oklahoma! She also extends her warmest gratitude 
to the rest of the D21 class and is excited to see where the future takes all of us. 

Shomous Yousif Salih, DI2021 
Shomous was born and raised in Khartoum, Sudan. She graduated from National Ribat 
University in Sudan with a Bachelor Degree in dental surgery (B.D.S.) in 2010. After 
graduation, she was selected by her dental school to be a TA in periodontology department 
for a year. Shomous also completed one year of Internship/Houseman-ship, rotating 
through different public dental hospitals including the Police Hospital in Khartoum. 

Shomous joined her husband and moved to the United States in 2012 and settled in 
Boston. She stayed home for a time period taking care of her two daughters while pursuing 
and advancing her dental career. She earned a certification in Dental Radiology and Dental 
assisting from Boston University. Later, she worked as a dental assistant in a dental office 
in Everett before she got accepted into the IS program at TUSDM.  

Being a mom, wife and daughter was a challenge during the dental school program, but 
focusing on her goal, Shomous managed and make it through. While at Tufts, Shomous 
was the clinical liaison of IS students of Back Bay group. 

Shomous is grateful for the opportunity of being part of TUSDM. She would like to express 
her appreciation to all the faculty, staff and administration for their time and passion. 
Shomous expresses her sincere gratitude to her Back Bay practice coordinators and 
administrators. She would also like to give a special thanks to Drs. Kanchan Ganda, Ronald 
Davitt, Ala Ali, Francois Fisselier, Marcelo Suzuki, Khaled Shaikhi and for every faculty 
member for their mentoring, guidance and dedication. A special thanks to Dr. Samah 
Bukhari, who walked the class through endodontics in the most resilient and organized 

 way. Most importantly, Shomous is sending her gratitude to her faculty and mentors  
 in Sudan. 

 Shomous would like to thank all of her classmates and friends, especially the IS group for  
 being in this journey together and for their help, support and the unforgettable memories.  

 Most notably, Shomous expresses a profound gratitude to her family, husband and  
 daughters, Taleen and Dania. She is also grateful for her mother, Hanan Nimir, and her  
 sisters’ and brothers’ endless support and love. 

 After graduation, Shomous will be joining a private practice as a General practitioner. 
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Christopher Yu, D2021 
Christopher was born and raised in Ottawa, Canada. He earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology from Stockton University in New Jersey.  

Christopher spent a year working as a pediatric dental assistant at the Molar Express in 
Tallahassee, Florida, where he received mentorship from Dr. Connie Vu. He is grateful for 
his time there, which helped solidify his desire to choose dentistry as a career. 

Christopher would like to thank his family for their support throughout his academic 
career. He would like to thank his wife, Carol, and son, Charlie, for enduring many nights 
and weekends without their husband and dad. He would also like to express his deepest 
gratitude to his Mother and Father, Lily and Randy, for their sacrifices and unconditional 
love. Without them, this achievement would not be possible. 

Christopher would also like to thank his practice coordinators Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele 
and Denisa Stasa for their patience and willingness to share their wisdom about dentistry.  

After graduation, Christopher and his family will be moving to Minneapolis, where he will 
be working as a general practitioner. 

Paula Zaman, D2021 
Paula was born and raised in Pickering, Canada. She received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Neuroscience from Smith College in 2013 and a M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from 
Tufts University School of Medicine in 2017.  

During her four years at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Paula participated in 
various community service and outreach programs. She was a board member of 
Sharewood Dental Project, where she performed health/cancer screenings, demonstrated 
oral hygiene instruction, provided fluoride varnish and referred patients to local dentists 
for further dental treatment. She was also a board member of American Association of 
Public Health Dentistry, where she organized community outreach programs.  

Paula is the recipient of the Dr. Vangel and Mrs. Barbara Zissi Endowed Scholarship Fund.

Paula would like to thank all of the amazing Tufts faculty and staff who contributed greatly 
to her education. She is particularly thankful to the Group Dorchester Practice 
Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki and Theano Eliopoulos for their support, guidance and 
daily huddles. Paula would also like to thank the Tufts faculty, specifically Drs. Linda 
Marinello, Ala Omar Ali, Miriam Belussi, Leo Whitworth Jr, Nitu Singh, Maria Avrampou, 
Sheldon Duchin, Stephany Cordero, and David Leader. Their willingness to mentor, discuss 
cases, and, most importantly, their kindness and compassion will be remembered and 
appreciated throughout her dental career.  

Paula would like to thank all of her friends and family from Canada and the U.S. for 
supporting her throughout her time at Tufts. Paula is the first in her family to receive a  

 doctorate degree and would like to dedicate her D.M.D. degree to her Mom (Piyalee), Dad  
 (Amin), and Sister (Naina) who supported her throughout this journey. Their  
 encouragement, understanding, and endless love are what enabled Paula to pursue and  
 accomplish her goals. She would also like to give special thanks to her partner, Derrick, for  
 constantly believing in her throughout her dental school journey. Lastly, Paula would also  
 like to thank her TUSDM friends, especially in Group Dorchester and Pre-clin back corner  
 crew, for all the best memories.  

 Following graduation, Paula is excited to further her dental career by completing a General  
 Practice Residency at Montefiore Medical Center in New York City. 
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