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Department of Public Health and Community Service, TUSDM and the Jonathan M. Tisch College of Civic Life 
 

 

 
OVERVIEW OF THE TISCH SUMMER FELLOWS PROGRAM at TUSDM 

 
June – August 2021 

 
Open to D22s and D23s/IS 22 and 23s 

 

 

The Tisch Summers Fellows Program (TSF) provides students at Tufts University School Dental Medicine (TUSDM) 

opportunities gain a better understanding of health from a community perspective. The conditions in which people live 

are important determinates of health. Under the guidance of the Department of Public Health, students as Tisch 

Summer Fellows will interact with community members and community leaders to expand, enhance and improve their 

understanding of how life conditions, community circumstance as well as programs and policies impact oral health at 

the individual and community level. 

 

TSF comes with a $1500 stipend for selected students. 

 

Six students total (D22s, D23s, IS22s or IS23s) will be selected: Two for each project.  

Site Locations:  

 Boston Living Center 

 New England Center and Homes for Veterans 

 Zambian Ministry for Health  

 

 

PROGRAM GOALS 

The goals of the TUSDM TSF Program are: 

 to foster intercultural understanding and respect; 

 to develop civic engagement, social and cultural awareness as well as the knowledge and skills needed in 

treating underserved populations; 

 to promote the development of an oral health workforce with the skills to work effectively with diverse people 

in diverse environments and with greater understanding of the impact of culture on health; 

 to foster learning outcomes appropriate to the dental educational curriculum; 

 to provide opportunities for student personal and professional development; and 

 to create ongoing leadership in TUSDM for the three selected projects 
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TUSDM TSF 2021 LEADERSHIP TEAM  
 

Kathryn M. Dolan, RDH, Med. Assistant Professor; Tufts Community Dental Program; Dept. PHCS  
Dr. John P. Morgan, DDS, MS.  Professor; Director of Special Projects and Global Service Learning, Dept. PHCS 
Nancy Marks, MS. Tisch/TUSDM Community Service Program Coordinator, Dept. PHCS 
Karin V. Arsenault, DMD, MPH. Clinical Director, Geriatric Center Program, Dept. PHCS 
 

 

BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION FOR STUDENTS 

 Contributing to uplifting underprivileged communities through work in oral healthcare 

 Deepen understanding of the social determinants of health and the impact of health disparities 

 Knowledge and skills to provide dental health sustainability to an area in need 

 Cultural exposure and awareness 

 Further development of clinical skills 

 Strengthening of self-confidence, empathy 

 Exposure to dentistry as a service and to underserved populations 

 Application of dental education, clinical abilities, and interpersonal skills to contexts that demand optimal 

cultural competence, resourcefulness, and flexibility; Acquisition of real-world skills 

 Advancing leadership stills at TUSDM by helping with project sustainability 

 

 

FRAMEWORK AND STUDENT PARTICIPATION 

 

Six (6) students will be selected for TSF 2021.  

Two students for each site. Open to D22, D23, IS22 and IS23 students 

Each selected student will dedicate 100 hours. Each TSF fellow will receive a stipend of $1500. 

NOTE: We are hoping at the BLC and NECHV site will allow for some on site work depending on the pandemic. Zambian 

Ministry work will be all virtual.  (Students will be given time off during the summer for a short break.) 

 70 hours in direct service:  approximately 7 hours each week over 10 weeks  
 

 30 hours: Learning/reflecting/presenting 

 10 hours pre-placement work/learning 

 10 hours in presentation to the school and in small groups 

 5 hours for written reflection 

 5 hours for creative response to your placement 

 

TIMELINE 

January 2021:   Site selection 

February 2021:   Open Student applications 

March 2021:   Selection of TUSDM Summer Fellows 

June 2021:   Students begin working with sites 

August 2021:   TSF site work ends mid- August 

Fall 2021:   Reflections and Presentations at TUSDM  
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TUSDM/TSF 2021 Sites 
 

 

 

NEW ENGLAND CENTER AND HOMES FOR VETERANS (NECHV)  
Hybrid or all virtual 
 

 

The Mission of the New England Center and Home for Veterans (NECHV) is to equip Veterans who are facing or at-risk of 

homelessness with the tools for economic self-sufficiency and to provide them a path to achieve successful and dignified 

independent living. The NECHV offers a broad array of programs and services that enable success, reintegration, 

meaningful employment and independent living, for former military service men and women. 

Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) has implemented the project in partnership with NECHV called 
Service with a Smile.  Service with a Smile project aims to address the need for dental services for veterans experiencing 
homelessness in the Greater Boston area. It strives to build trust between veterans and TUSDM students who are a 
friendly conduit for knowledge and access to oral health care. On average, there are approximately 230 veterans who 
require shelter to sleep at NECHV, the majority of whom are not eligible for U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
dental benefits. In 2019, the TUSDM Service With A Smile team visited NECHV twice a month to provide oral health 
education, and oral health screenings with the ultimate purpose of connecting veterans to a dental home and to provide 
much needed dental services. Due to Covid, the program will be running remote in 2021. 
 

 

2021 TSF Activities for two TUSDM fellows will include:  

 Conduct oral health education  

 Create new oral health education materials for the site 

 Organizing telehealth interviews for a TUSDM team of students 

 Help with referrals to TUSDM clinic for treatment  

 Participate in fundraising for additional money to pay for oral health services for homeless veterans 

 Design and facilitate workshops to inform dental students about the impact of the social determinants on health 

outcomes experienced by the veterans 

 Assist in planning for Fall 2021 program continuation 

 Other work needed by NECHV, such as lead clothing drives, work in the kitchen if in person, etc.  
 

Successful Applicants for the NECHV Fellowship will have the following interests/skill sets:  

 Health promotion and community engagement: Effective communication skills to create plain language 
resources and disseminate oral health information  

 Continuing on as a leader in TUSDM with Service with a Smile  

 Understanding the social determinants of health and health disparities  

 Learning about cultural humility and the importance of developing projects grounded in upholding community 
agency 

 Exploring the relationship between oral health, homeless and other health factors 

 Good writing skills 

 Caring and compassionate approach to people who are struggling  
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BOSTON LIVING CENTER (BLC) 
Hybrid or all virtual 
 

 

Victory Programs’ Boston Living Center (BLC) is a nonprofit community and resource center that fosters the wellness of all 

HIV positive people and responds to the changing needs of the HIV/AIDS community through education, treatment 

information and support services. The Boston Living Center provides programs and services, free-of-charge, to members 

in an exceptionally welcoming, drug-free, safe, confidential and culturally diverse environment. Membership at the BLC is 

free for anyone living with HIV/AIDS. When you become a member of the BLC you become a part of a community that 

provides nourishment; support and holistic healing; valuable education and prevention; a place to connect socially with 

others living with HIV/AIDS; a safe space for you to build and participate in a vibrant and active community. 

Since Covid, TUSDM students have been leading sessions for BLC members twice a month—once for oral health 

education and the other zoom meeting for telehealth visit and referrals for treatment, when appropriate, to TUSDM. 

The program has been met with great enthusiasm by all involved.  

 

2021 TSF Activities for two TUSDM Fellows will include:  

 Conduct oral health education  

 Create new oral health education materials for the site 

 Organizing telehealth interviews for a TUSDM team of students 

 Help with referrals to TUSDM clinic for treatment  

 Participate in fundraising for additional money to pay for oral health services for people living with HIV/AIDS 

 Design and facilitate workshops to inform dental students about the impact of the social determinants on health 

outcomes experienced by people living with HIV/AIDS 

 Help plan for Fall 2021 program continuation 

 Other work needed by BLC such as lead clothing drives, work in the kitchen if in person, etc. 
 

Successful Applicants for the BLC Fellowship will have the following interests/skill sets:  

 Effective communication to disseminate health information and partner with BLC members and leadership 

 Eagerness to learn about the social determinants of health and health equity to improve health outcomes of 

people living with HIV/AIDS 

 Ability to conduct interviews with members and summarize research findings in an organized manner 

 Understanding of research methodologies and survey implementation 

 Solid writing skills and creativity to develop health education materials and additional written communications 

 Caring and compassionate approach to people who are struggling  

 Leadership and planning skills to support the continued growth of Bridging Healthy Smiles within TUSDM 
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ZAMBIAN MINISTRY OF HEALTH and other Community Partners 
Virtual     

 

 

In 2018, the longstanding TUSDM Zambian oral health outreach project (founded in 2006) was developed as the focus of 

a GSL course which required in country immersion as well as extensive project preparation and post field experience 

reflection and assessment. This project in rural Zambia is a collaboration of local communities, the Dental Training 

School of the Zambian Ministry of Health, the Zambian Ministry of Health and TUSDM strategically utilizing existing 

health care infrastructure and incorporating community-oriented cost-effective oral health prevention. The program 

includes four components of oral health promotion—oral health education, emergency care for infection and pain, 

fluoride exposure and atraumatic restorative treatment (ART). Annual visits by TUSDM in collaboration with Zambian 

interdisciplinary oral health and medical teams provided exams, fluoride treatments, toothbrushes/toothpaste, 

extractions and tooth restoration. Since inception of the Zambian effort, local Zambian community oral health 

volunteers, trained and coordinated through the local rural health center, provide essential support for the program 

including on-going oral health education, identification of community dental needs and assistance for visiting teams. 

Given the current status of COIVD worldwide, for Summer Fellows 2021, two students will work with representatives of 

the Zambian in country partners identify opportunities to strengthen and support the ongoing collaboration using virtual 

formats. 

 

Activities for the two TUSDM fellows will include:  

 Investigate the development of electronic venues and materials to support oral health promotion  

 In collaboration with local partners develop materials that are effective to support oral health promotion and 

education  

 Participate in Virtual Teaching at the Dental Therapy School 

 Develop data collection approaches to assess the impact of oral health outreach programs 

 Identify opportunities for advocacy to support for oral health services provision in under resourced communities  

 Design and disseminate materials for use by dental students and faculty of both partnering countries to  

incorporate social determinants into oral health program design and execution to improve oral health program 

sustainability for global oral health outreach efforts 

 Help plan for program continuation and sustainability  

 Other option as determined by the Zambian Ministry of Health 
 

Successful Applicants for the Zambian Fellowship will have the following interests/skill sets:  
 

 Teaching or workshop facilitation skills 

 Eagerness to learn about the social determinants of health and health equity to improve health outcomes  

 Understand the need for sustainability in community and global health service 

 Solid writing skills and creativity to develop health education materials and additional written communications 

 Caring and compassionate approach to people who are struggling  

 Leadership and planning skills to support the continued growth of Global Service within TUSDM 
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Questions?  

 

Please contact Nancy Marks 

TISCH/TUSDM Community Service Coordinator 

nancy.marks@tufts.edu 

mailto:nancy.marks@tufts.edu

