.

Class of 2020
Class Officers
Presidents

Yannis Koroneos, D2020
Nadine Amr Bedair, DI2020

Vice President

Randy T. To
Nadder Hani Ayad, DI2020

Treasurer

Ruby Raghnild Wagimin

Secretary

Lena Stephanie Barouxis

Professional Organization Sponsored Awards
Academy of Dental Materials Annual Student Award:
Zachary J. Kofos
This senior award is sponsored by the Academy of Dental Materials
to recognize a senior student who has achieved distinction in
clinical research utilizing dental materials and has demonstrated
extensive interest in the subject matter.
Academy of Dentistry for Persons with Disabilities:
Lena Stephanie Barouxis
This award was created in 2001 to recognize a senior student
who has demonstrated sincere interest and concern for the
dental needs of persons with disabilities. This student has shown
excellence in, and commitment to, this area of dentistry.
Academy of General Dentistry Senior Student Dental Award:
Airy Choi
This award is given to the senior dental student who exhibits
potential for becoming an outstanding general dentist. The
selected student has indicated a desire to practice general
dentistry, has maintained an academic scholastic balance between
the clinical and didactic courses of study, and has demonstrated
outstanding attributes conducive to exceptionally fine doctorpatient relationships.
Academy of Operative Dentistry Award:
Monica Rochelle Emily Hamilton
The Academy of Operative Dentistry sponsors this award that
recognizes a senior student who exemplifies outstanding
achievement in operative dentistry.
Academy of Osseointegration Outstanding Dental Student in
Implant Dentistry Award:
Benjamin D. Golub
The Academy of Osseointegration’s over 5,200 members share
the common goal of moving the field of osseointegrated implants
forward through clinical and evidence-based research and
education. This award recognizes the most deserving student in
the education, research and/or experiences in dental implants.
American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry Student Award of Merit:
Sonya Shafique
The American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry sponsors this award to
recognize a senior student who has demonstrated the most clinical
proficiency and greatest interest in esthetic dentistry.
Society for Color and Appearance in Dentistry (SCAD):
Joo Hee Park
Student has demonstrated the most clinical or research proficiency
and greatest interest in color and appearance in esthetic dentistry.

American Academy of Implant Dentistry Dental Student Award:
Sonya Shafique
The American Academy of Implant Dentistry sponsors this award
to recognize a dental student who has demonstrated the most
interest, academically and clinically, in implant dentistry.
American Academy of Periodontology Dental Student
Achievement Award:
Richard Y. Hong
The American Academy of Periodontology sponsors this award to
recognize a senior student who has displayed the highest level of
academic and clinical achievement related to Periodontics.
American Association of Endodontists Student Achievement Award:
Anika Solanki
The American Association of Endodontists sponsors this award for
a senior dental student who has demonstrated above average skill
in the area of Endodontics during their dental training.
American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental
Implant Student Award:
Craig Edward Holliday
The American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons
provides this annual award to recognize a graduating dental
student who has demonstrated outstanding achievement and
performance related to the placement and restoration of dental
implants.
American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental
Student Award:
Sara Mir
This annual award recognizes a dental school graduating senior
who has demonstrated exemplary aptitude and achievement in
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.
American Association of Public Health Dentistry Dental Student
Recognition Award for Achievement in Community Dentistry and
Dental Public Health:
Brent O. Mullen
The American Association of Public Health Dentistry sponsors this
award for a senior dental student who has demonstrated a special
interest and achievement in Community Dentistry and Dental
Public Health.
The Dental Lifeline Network Brian D. Stone Memorial Award for
Dental Students:
Brent O. Mullen
This award is presented to an outstanding senior student who
demonstrates exceptional volunteer service or care for patients
with special needs.
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American College of Dentists Award:
Yannis Koroneos
Awarded at the Yankee Dental Congress meeting in January 2020
and sponsored by the New England Section of the American
College of Dentists, the award recipient is chosen by the school’s
department chairs to recognize that student who most nearly
embodies the professional ideals of the American College of
Dentists and maintains high ethical and moral standards.
American Dental Society of Anesthesiology Horace Wells Senior
Student Award:
Benjamin D. Golub
This senior award is sponsored by the American Dental Society
of Anesthesiology to recognize a senior dental student who has
shown proficiency in the field of anesthesiology in dentistry.
International Congress of Oral Implantologists/Sullivan-Schein
Dental Predoctoral Achievement Award:
Suraj S. Bhogal
This award is co-sponsored by Sullivan-Schein Dental and the
International Congress of Oral Implantologists. The award
recognizes a student interested in oral implantology, and connects
that student with the world’s largest implant dentistry educational
organization, and world’s premier dental provider of dental
products. This award was established in 1991 for the senior dental
student who displays the greatest interest in and commitment to
Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry.
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology
Dental Student Award:
David F. Michaels
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology
sponsors this award that recognizes a senior dental student who
has demonstrated exemplary aptitude and achievement in Oral
and Maxillofacial Pathology.
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology
Achievement Award:
David G. Comstock
The American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology
sponsors this award to recognize a senior student who has
demonstrated special interest and accomplishment in Oral and
Maxillofacial Radiology.
The American Academy of Oral Medicine Certificate of Merit
and Award:
Yannis Koroneos
The American Academy of Oral Medicine sponsors this award to
recognize a senior student who has demonstrated proficiency
in the clinical management of medically complex patients, the
diagnosis and non-surgical management of medically-related
conditions of the oral and maxillofacial regions, has high academic
achievement, and interest in the discipline of oral medicine.
The American Academy of Orofacial Pain Outstanding
Senior Award:
Haifa El Zhawi
The American Academy of Orofacial Pain sponsors this award
to recognize an outstanding senior dental student who has
demonstrated the greatest commitment and interest to the study
of temporomandibular disorders (TMD) and orofacial pain.
The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Certificate of Merit
Predoctoral Student Award:
Zachary A. Golub
The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry sponsors this award
to recognize a senior student who is judged by the faculty to be the
most outstanding in the field of dentistry for children.
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The American Association of Orthodontists Award:
David G. Comstock
The American Association of Orthodontists sponsors this award
to recognize a senior dental student who has demonstrated
exceptional interest in the development of the Oro-Facial complex.
The American Association of Women Dentists (AAWD)
Dr. Eleanor J. Bushee Senior Student Dental Award:
Samantha Crystal Sauers
This award was renamed in 1998 in honor of Dr. Eleanor J.
Bushee, whose personal and professional accomplishments
include being past president of AAWD, a professor of pediatrics
and orthodontics, an assistant dean, an author and a pilot.
Accordingly, this award was established to recognize a senior
dental student who has achieved academic excellence and
demonstrated outstanding leadership.
The American Equilibration Society Senior Award:
Lena Stephanie Barouxis
Created in 2003, the American Equilibration Society sponsors
this award to recognize a graduating senior for their outstanding
performance in the Science of Occlusion and Temporomandibular
Joint Function during his or her predoctoral dental education.
The American Student Dental Association (ASDA) Award
for Excellence:
Airy Choi
This award honors the spirit of volunteerism, and recognizes
student participation or leadership in service to their school and/
or local community. The selected student is in good academic
standing, a participant or leader in extracurricular school activities
or local community service, and is active in furthering the cause of
organized dentistry.
The Delta Sigma Delta Academic Achievement Award:
Sonya Shafique
The Supreme Chapter of Delta Sigma Delta initiated an award in
2008 to recognize a student member of the Delta Sigma Delta
Dental Fraternity. This award recognizes the student member with
the highest grade point average after three years of attendance.
The Foundation of the Pierre Fauchard Academy Dental Student
Scholarship Award:
Samantha Crystal Sauers
This award is presented each year to a third year student who
has demonstrated the greatest potential for development into an
outstanding leader in the dental profession. The recipient received
this award during the 2018-2019 academic year.
The International College of Dentists Student Leadership Award:
Kalp Sunil Juthani
The International College of Dentists (ICD) is a worldwide honorary
organization. One of its objectives is recognition of meritorious
service and significant contributions to the dental profession.
Established in 1969, this award is intended for a student that
has demonstrated significant leadership in some of the following
activities: dental school student government, dental school class,
ASDA, SNDA, research, school committees/activities and also
has demonstrated the potential to continue leadership roles after
graduation.
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The International College of Dentists Student Humanitarian Award:
Amanjot Kaur Sarao
Given to a student who exhibits an altruistic attitude to assist
the underserved or less fortunate; motivates others to serve and
provide for the common good; shows humility and generosity
with time and talents; has a history of significant participation
in various school, local, state, and international projects; has a
leadership role in activities; is involved in public health issues
and political issues that encourage humanitarian support;
shows responsibility, commitment, persistence, dedication, and
is inspirational to others; and demonstrates the potential to
continue to be a leader and a participant in humanitarian outreach
programs after graduation.
The Northeastern Society of Periodontists Senior Student Award:
Amir Assadinowghabi
The Northeastern Society of Periodontists sponsors this award to
recognize a senior dental student who has excelled in the field of
periodontics.
American College of Prosthodontists Graduating Dental Student
Achievement Award:
Sun Y. Lim
The American College of Prosthodontists annually recognizes
a graduating student from an accredited Dental School who is
interested in the field of Prosthodontics.
The Pierre Fauchard Academy Senior Student Award:
Shawn J. Kim
The Pierre Fauchard Academy is an International Honor Dental
Organization, which was formed in 1936 as a service organization
of dentists. The selected student has exhibited leadership and
through his or her accomplishments has demonstrated dedication
to the advancement of dental literature.
The Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement
in Periodontology:
Jake M. Lazer
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment and
clinical achievement in Periodontology.
The Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in
Restorative Dentistry:
Emily Ford Thomas
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment and
clinical achievement in Restorative Dentistry.
The Quintessence Award for Research Achievement:
Joyce Ganas
This award has been sponsored by the Quintessence Publishing
Company since 1981 and recognizes student accomplishment in
research.
The Rudolph Hanau Award for Excellence in Prosthodontics:
Tais Trevelin Lowry
Whip Mix sponsors this award, which recognizes a senior dental
student who has excelled in the study and clinical application of
Prosthodontics.
The William H. Bell Award for Predoctoral Achievement in Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery
Da Min Park
The American College of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons
(ACOMS) developed this award in 2018 to provide education and
recognition to dental students who intend to pursue advanced
training in oral and maxillofacial surgery.

ALUMNI, ENDOWED AND UNIVERSITY
SPONSORED AWARDS
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Endodontics:
Lauren J. Cohen
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Endodontics.
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in General Dentistry:
Christopher Anthony D’Amico
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in General Dentistry.
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Geriatric Dentistry:
Vendita S. Correia
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Geriatric Dentistry.
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery:
Tony J. Kim
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgery.
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Oral Pathology:
Khohlia Sonique Mack
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Oral Pathology.
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Pediatric Dentistry:
Christopher J. Lucido
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Pediatric Dentistry.
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Periodontology:
Nika Darabi
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Periodontology
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Public Health Dentistry:
Samantha Crystal Sauers
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Public Health Dentistry.
Alumni Clinical Excellence Award in Restorative Dentistry:
Steven G. DiReda Jr.
The Dental Alumni Association sponsors this award which
recognizes exceptional clinical ability in Restorative Dentistry.
The Jack Frommer Award for Excellence in the
Morphological Sciences:
Kayla Vasconcellos
This award was established in the early 1980’s to honor Dr. Jack
Frommer, former Professor of Anatomy and course director of
Dental Gross Anatomy. Dr. Frommer was a teacher, colleague,
mentor and role model for many of the present Anatomy
department faculty. The award recipient best exemplifies the
dedication and excellence in the morphological sciences, which
characterized Dr. Frommer’s thirty years of service to Tufts
University. In addition, the recipient has achieved the highest
average final grade in the anatomical science courses.
The Massachusetts Dental Society (MDS) Matthew Boylan
Scholarship Award:
Lena Stephanie Barouxis
Awarded in memory of former MDS director Matthew Boylan to a
Massachusetts resident that has been distinguished in the area of
organized dentistry and the community while enrolled in the DMD
program.
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Presidential Award for Citizenship and Public Service:
Amanjot Kaur Sarao
This award was founded in 1999 to reflect the Trustees’
commitment to make values and skills in citizenship a hallmark
of Tufts University. It is an opportunity to recognize creativity
and excellence, and put a spotlight on a defining tradition. The
selected recipients of this award are nominated each year by
faculty, administrators, and students from across the University to
acknowledge student leadership and accomplishments.
42 North Dental Prize for Exceptional Chairside Manner:
Chelsea A. Straughn
This award recognizes and encourages dental students to value a
deportment that promotes trust, confidence, and comfort to their
patients, while providing the best possible oral health care. The
selected student has demonstrated an exceptional capacity to be
compassionate, communicative, and understanding of all patients’
biological, financial and emotional needs.
The A. Albert Yurkstas, D49, Endowed Prize Fund in Complete
Denture Prosthodontics:
Taylor Margaret Van Houten
Dr. Albert Yurkstas, D49, was Chair of the department of Complete
Dentures at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine until
his retirement in 1994. A fundraising effort on his behalf in
1994 led to the creation of this senior award that recognizes
accomplishment in denture prosthodontics.
The Robert, D51, and Eleanor Levin Endowed Senior Prize Fund
in Periodontics:
Tong Liu
Prize awarded to a senior dental student who demonstrates
intellectual promise and the intention to pursue periodontics as a
career.
The Class of 2002 Endowed Prize Fund Award for
Outstanding Peer Support and Leadership:
Yannis Koroneos
Annually, the senior class officers recognize a member of the
class who has consistently initiated and supported class social
functions and made extensive efforts to support the diversity of
class opinions, both personally and in class academic matters. The
selected student is also characteristically positive in relations with
others, despite any personal or professional losses. This award
is named in honor of Dr. Stephen Yew, D82, who came to Tufts in
1979 after serving as a Coxman for the Canadian Olympic Crew
Team. Everyone got to know Stephen well because of his engaging
smile, positive attitude and friendliness. In the spring of his first
year of dental school, his fiancée, a physician from Canada, was
killed in an automobile accident. Stephen, after some time, did
indeed return to his former positive self, only to have misfortune
occur again. In the summer between his second and third year, on
a weekend trip out of town, Stephen and a friend were attacked
by a gang of youths. Stephen’s friend was killed in the attack,
and Stephen was rendered unconscious and unrecognizable. Dr.
H. Chris Doku, former chair of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
department and current Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
assisted in the transfer of Stephen to Tufts Medical Center and
proceeded to reconstruct Stephen’s face, using a photo of him as
a guide.
As difficult as it might be to imagine, Stephen projected a positive
and engaging disposition again within a few months of this
incident. At graduation, the D82 class felt Stephen should be
recognized for his perseverance, and created the Senior Class
Award. (Stephen practiced in the Pacific Northwest, maintaining a
small practice in order to devote sufficient time with his patients.
Regrettably, Stephen died in November 1998 after a lengthy
illness.) The class of D2002 chose to endow this award in May
2002, in recognition of the selfless hard work and dedication
of one of their classmates on behalf of the class. This award
continues to be given in memory of Dr. Stephen Yew, D82.
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The Dean Lonnie H. Norris, DG80, and Dr. Donna M. Norris Senior
Endowed Prize Fund for Achievement, Professionalism, and
Strength of Character:
Keith Khanh Duc Nguyen
Dean Lonnie H. Norris and his wife, Dr. Donna M. Norris, created
this endowed prize fund to recognize a senior student who
has excelled academically and has consistently displayed
professionalism while managing and balancing challenging
personal responsibilities. These personal responsibilities may
include raising children, caring for elderly parents, a sick spouse
or loved one, or other significant obligations that might have
otherwise interfered with assembling a strong academic record
and an extensive resume.
The Dr. and Mrs. Albert J. Kazis Endowed Prize Fund
in Crown and Bridge:
Allan J. McQuarrie III
This fund was established in 1984 by Dr. Albert (D49) and Mrs.
Rose Kazis in memory of Dr. Albert’s father, Dr. Harry Kazis, D21,
who served on the faculty at both Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine and Harvard School of Dental Medicine. The selected
student is both talented in Crown and Bridge, the prosthodontics
components of restorative dentistry, and has demonstrated a
talent and propensity for clinical teaching.
The Dr. Esther Kaplan Colchamiro, D42 and Ralph Colchamiro
Endowed Prize Fund for Community and Public Health:
Stephanie Alvarez
The award was created in 2001 by Dr. Esther Kaplan Colchamiro,
D42, and her husband Ralph Colchamiro. Dr. Colchamiro earned an
M.P.H. degree from Columbia University. She was senior supervisor
of the Murry and Leonie Guggenheim Dental Clinic for Children
from 1942 to 1967, and later directed the Office of Medicaid for
Dental Services for the City of New York. Dr. Colchamiro also served
as Clinical Professor at New York University College of Dentistry
in the Division of Growth and Development Services. This award
recognizes an exemplary senior dental student who has shown
meritorious service and dedication to Community and Public
Health.
The Dr. Frank Susi, DG67, Endowed Prize Fund for Future Faculty
Promise and Distinction:
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
The purpose of this endowed prize fund is to recognize a senior
student who demonstrates intellectual promise and the intention
to pursue an academic career in dental medicine.
The Dr. Frederick A. Romberg, D29, Endowed Prize Fund
Recognizing Outstanding Personal and Professional Growth
During the Four Years of Dental Education:
Ava Ghassemi
This senior prize fund was created in 1997 by the wife of Dr.
Frederick A. Romberg to recognize a senior student who has
exhibited the most significant increase in maturity, judgment,
compassion and professionalism. The three most important
elements in Fred Romberg’s life were his family, profession
and Tufts University. His relationship with Tufts included the
undergraduate college and the Dental School from which he
graduated in 1929. When he arrived to register at Tufts, he had
no money – not even enough for transportation back home if he
was not admitted. He expected to work at odd jobs to earn living
expenses, knowing that finding tuition money would be harder. He
met a lawyer near the college who did not know him, but based on
Fred’s determination to succeed, agreed to take a risk and co-sign
a bank loan for tuition. After Fred repaid the bank, he asked the
lawyer how he could repay the confidence he had shown in him.
The lawyer answered, “Do a favor for someone else worthy and in
need.” For the rest of his life, Fred Romberg incorporated that view
into everything he did. Fred Romberg’s message, both in word and
deed, was always to do your best and to give back more than you
take. This award is part of that message.
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The Dr. Harold Berk Endowed Prize Fund for
Excellence in Research:
Yannis Koroneos
Dr. Berk was clinical professor emeritus of the Department of
Pediatric Dentistry at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
The Dr. Harold Berk Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in Research
was established in 1997 through the generosity of Dr. and Mrs.
Harold Berk and family and friends and recognizes the graduating
student with the greatest achievement in dental research.
The Dr. Joseph E. Primack, D42, Endowed Prize Fund
in Prosthodontics:
Rinkle Hardik Kundaria
Dr. Joseph Primack was made an emeritus member of the faculty
at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine after 55 years of
teaching. Dr. Primack established this prize fund in 1997 to
recognize a senior dental student who shows an interest and
proficiency in prosthodontics.
The Dr. Richard Delson, D70, Endowed Prize Fund for
Excellence in Periodontology and Prosthodontics:
Richard Y. Hong
This award was established in 1992 by Dr. Richard Delson, D70, to
recognize excellence in clinical performance by a third year student
in the fields of periodontology and prosthodontics. This recipient
received the award during the 2018-2019 academic year.
The Dr. S. Walter Askinas Endowed Prize Fund for
Integrity and Citizenship:
Logan C. Goodrich and Sandy Lopez
Dr. S. Walter Askinas was Chair of the Restorative Dentistry
department from 1986 until his retirement from Tufts in 1997, and
served as Executive Dean from 1995 to 1997. A fundraising effort
was initiated in 1999 to honor his strong moral character, sense of
humor, intelligence, leadership and concern for the welfare of all
members of the Tufts Dental community. This award recognizes a
senior student who most closely embodies Dr. Askinas’ ideals and
who demonstrates the most significant potential for professional
accomplishment in this regard.
The Erling Johansen, D49, Senior Student Research
Endowed Prize Fund:
Alen Blagajcevic
Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, was a distinguished professor and dean
emeritus of Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and served
as Dean of the Dental School from 1979 to 1995. This award was
created in 1994, by the school’s faculty, to recognize student
accomplishment in research as exemplified by Dean Emeritus
Johansen.
The Everett Shapiro, DG49, Endowed Prize Fund in Orthodontics:
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
The Dr. Everett Shapiro, DG49, Endowed Prize Fund is presented
to a graduating senior who has demonstrated excellent aptitude
in Orthodontic skills. In addition, this award singularly notes this
student’s highest professional standards, leadership, ethics and
scholarship, attributes lived and taught by Dr. Shapiro throughout
his long and accomplished professional dental career.
The Joseph R. Evans Endowed Prize Fund in
Clinical Operative Dentistry:
Catherine K. McKenna
Dr. Joseph R. Evans was chair of the Restorative Dentistry
department at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine from
1974 to 1985. In 1986, staff and faculty contributed to an award
fund to recognize Dr. Evans’ contributions “…as a genuine and
remarkable teacher, friend, and leader to every member of the
department, to every student, and, indeed, to every patient who
has passed this way”. An award is given annually to the graduating
senior with the most distinguished achievement in clinical
operative dentistry.

The Lester P. Goldsmith Endowed Prize Fund in Endodontics:
Devon M. Ptak
This award was created in 1994 by the family of Dr. Lester P.
Goldsmith, who taught on a volunteer basis for several years in
the Department of Endodontics at Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine. This award is presented to a senior student who shows
an interest and proficiency in the study of Endodontics.
The Peter Vouras, Jr. D.M.D., D55, Endowed Senior Prize Fund for
Excellence in General Dentistry:
Valerie N. Bouhom
This award was created in 2016 by Dr. Lisa Vouras in honor of
her father. It is awarded to a student who has demonstrated
excellence in the field of General Dentistry and exhibits exceptional
skills in providing comprehensive dental services to diagnose,
treat and prevent diseases of the oral cavity.
The Robert E. O’Neil, D51, Prize in Oral Surgery:
Sara Mir
Dr. O’Neil, D51, received the alumni prize in Oral Surgery the
year he graduated from Tufts College Dental School. Dr. O’Neil
then achieved the designation of Diplomate of the Board of Oral
Surgery and taught at Tufts over the ensuing years. The prize fund
was established in 1997 to recognize a senior student who has
excelled in Oral Surgery.
The Jack and Anne Rubin, D75P Endowed Senior Prize Fund in
Pediatric Dentistry:
Anna Lam
This award is given to a student who has displayed exceptional
outreach to the community, dedicated service to underserved
populations and the intention to pursue pediatric dentistry as a
career.
The Mark Gonthier Endowed Senior Prize Fund in
Outstanding Service:
Brent O. Mullen
This fund is to recognize senior students who demonstrate
outstanding service to dentistry, the community or humanity
Special Care in Dentistry Award for Outstanding Performance
at the Canton Rotation Site:
William L. Turner IV
This award was created during the 2011 academic year
to recognize the students who demonstrated exceptional
performance while on their Special Care Rotation at each of the
three rotation sites during their fourth year of the program.
Special Care in Dentistry Award for Outstanding Performance
at the Northwoods Rotation Site:
Lena Stephanie Barouxis
This award was created during the 2011 academic year
to recognize the students who demonstrated exceptional
performance while on their Special Care Rotation at each of the
three rotation sites during their fourth year of the program.
Special Care in Dentistry Award for Outstanding Performance
at the Wrentham Rotation Site:
Kerolos Habib
This award was created during the 2011 academic year
to recognize the students who demonstrated exceptional
performance while on their Special Care Rotation at each of the
three rotation sites during their fourth year of the program.

Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 5

.

Omicron Kappa Upsilon
National Dental Honor
Society
Amir Assadinowghabi
Mariana Patrice Barry
Lauren J. Cohen
David G. Comstock
Christopher Anthony D’Amico
Adi A. Davidyan
Rebecca Fisher
Tracy Gerona
Jasmine Abdelhakim Ghanem
Logan C. Goodrich
Amy C. Hong
Richard Y. Hong
Abisola Jumoke Jegede
Ranmeek Kaur
Tony J. Kim
Zachary J. Kofos
Stephen Soonbeom Kwon
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
David F. Michaels
Da Min Park
David R. Powers
Hemali A. Patel
Heather Nicole Smith
Anika Solanki
Adailys Trincado
Taylor Margaret Van Houten
Kayla Vasconcellos

Robert R. Andrews
Society for the
Promotion of Dental
Research
Alen Blagajcevic
Rebecca Fisher
Joyce Ganas
Tracy Gerona
Craig Edward Holliday
Richard Y. Hong
Alicia I. Kim
Shawn J. Kim
Tony J. Kim
Zachary J. Kofos
Yannis Koroneos
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
Stephen Soonbeom Kwon
David F. Michaels
Sara Mir
Da Min Park
Hemali A. Patel
David R. Powers
Devon M. Ptak
Nivedhitha Ramesh
Anne Isabelle Rao
Marsha Maria Robinson
Amanjot Kaur Sarao
Samantha Crystal Sauers
Haneen Shehadeh

Honos Civicus Society
Sara Elizabeth Alterman
Stephanie Alvarez
Nadine Amr Bedair
Valerie N. Bouhom
Airy Choi
Vendita S. Correia
Janelle C. Diaz
Gloria E. Enjuweh
Joyce Ganas
Benjamin D. Golub
Zachary A. Golub
Kalp Sunil Juthani
Albert H. Kim
Shawn J. Kim
Zachary Addison Kishbaugh
Anna Lam
Sun Y. Lim
Sandy Lopez
Adam Nate Lowenstein
Brent O. Mullen
Keith Khanh Duc Nguyen
Se Ha Park
Hemali A. Patel
Thais A. Rosales
Melissa Ruiz
Amanjot Kaur Sarao
Samantha Crystal Sauers
Heather Nicole Smith
Youstina E. Youssef

Administration Teaching
Assistant
Randy T. To

Clinical Laboratory
Teaching
Assistants
Lara Joseph Easow
Allan J. McQuarrie III

Dental Anatomy/CFF
Preclinical Teaching
Assistants
Zachary J. Kofos
Catherine K. McKenna
Samantha Crystal Sauers
Dena Anne Shuster

Emergency Clinic
Teaching Assistants
Teresa Huyen Huynh
Jennifer Suji Kim
Joo Hee Park
Harkirat S. Sran
Evanthia Nicole Vranas

Endodontics Clinical
Teaching Assistants
Alicia I. Kim
Anika Solanki
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Fixed Prosthodontics
Teaching Assistants

Operative Teaching
Assistants

Valerie N. Bouhom
Taylor Ann Elias
Victoria N. Fields
Tracy Gerona
Yannis Koroneos
Rinkle Hardik Kundaria
Steven Le
Sun Y. Lim (co-lead TA)
Christopher J. Lucido
Catherine K. McKenna
Mohil M. Parakhiya
Vickie M. Patel
Sonya Shafique (co-lead TA)

Nadder Hani Ayad
Nadine Amr Bedair
Valerie N. Bouhom
Lauren J. Cohen
Mason C. Fortuno
Richard Y. Hong
Amy L. Iglesias
Rinkle Hardik Kundaria
Anna Lam
Steven Le
Tais Trevelin Lowry
Christopher J. Lucido
Hemali A. Patel
Kunal Sood
Kayla Vasconcellos

Group Practice Teaching
Assistants
Roberto O. Aleman-Cordero
Sara Elizabeth Alterman
Lena Stephanie Barouxis
Suraj S. Bhogal
Rishi M. Bhusari
Robert T. Brookings
Monica H. Cheng
Lauren J. Cohen
David G. Comstock
Christopher Anthony D’Amico
Adi A. Davidyan
Idan Y. Davidyan
Janelle C. Diaz
Taylor Ann Elias
Lauren A. Fafalak
Ashley Renee Gabrek
Logan C. Goodrich
Susan Ann Harvey
Amy C. Hong
Alice Huang
Teresa Huyen Huynh
Jennifer Suji Kim
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
Rinkle Hardik Kundaria
Justin A. Marino
Joo Hee Park
David R. Powers
Thais A. Rosales
Samantha Crystal Sauers
Sonya Shafique
Shaina H. Shah
Harkirat S. Sran
Randy T. To
Taylor Margaret Van Houten
Evanthia Nicole Vranas

Medicine Teaching
Assistants
Lauren J. Cohen
Anika Solanki

Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgery Clinical Teaching
Assistants
Rebecca Fisher
Benjamin D. Golub
Taha Samir Ghouleh
Craig Edward Holliday
Albert H. Kim
Tony J. Kim
Sara Mir
Da Min Park

Pediatric Teaching
Assistants
Rinkle Hardik Kundaria
Christopher J. Lucido
Mohil M. Parakhiya
Samantha Crystal Sauers

Prosthodontics Lab
Teaching Assistants
Lara Joseph Easow
Tais Trevelin Lowry
Allan J. McQuarrie III

Radiology Teaching
Assistants
Lizbette Alcantara
Matthew Y. Chan
Lindsey Eun Oak Chun
Monica Rochelle Emily Hamilton
Jennifer Suji Kim
Zachary J. Kofos
Sun Y. Lim
David R. Powers
Melissa Ruiz
Samantha Crystal Sauers
Matthew A. Shachat
Adailys Trincado
Taylor Margaret Van Houten
Honglam T. Vo

.

Removable Partial
Dentures
Amir Assadinowghabi
Logan C. Goodrich
Kevin Zhenyang Hua
Jonathan W. Josephs
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
William L. Turner IV

Clinical Elective Honors
Program Participants
Ranmeek Kaur, Esthetics
Yannis Koroneos, Esthetics
Mythilee L. Kugathasan,
Orthodontics
Tais Trevelin Lowry, Esthetics
and Digital Dentistry

Clinical Selective Honors
Program Participants
Lizbette Alcantara, Periodontology
Lena Stephanie Barouxis, Implant
Suraj S. Bhogal, Implant
Valerie N. Bouhom, Nitrous Oxide
Nika Darabi, Implant
Zachary A. Golub, Pediatric Dentistry
Susan Ann Harvey, Periodontology
Amy C. Hong, Periodontology
Richard Y. Hong, Periodontology
Kalp Sunil Juthani, Periodontology
Shawn J. Kim, Periodontology
Rinkle Hardik Kundaria,
Periodontology
Anna Lam, Pediatric Dentistry
Jenna Yeonkyung Lee, Nitrous Oxide
Qian Lin, Periodontology
Tong Liu, Periodontology
Laura Lopez-Jauregui, Nitrous Oxide
Tais Trevelin Lowry, Implant,
Nitrous Oxide
Se Ha Park, Zambia
Amanjot Kaur Sarao, Zambia
Samantha Crystal Sauers, Implant
Sonya Shafique, Implant
Kunal Sood, Nitrous Oxide
William L. Turner IV, Periodontology
Shivangi Tyagi, Nitrous Oxide

Dean’s List Year 1

Dean’s List Year 2

Dean’s List Year 3

Mariana Patrice Barry
Kristin Marie Bradley
Alex Choi
Lauren J. Cohen
David G. Comstock
Christopher Anthony D’Amico
Adi A. Davidyan
Taylor Ann Elias
Rebecca Fisher
Joyce Ganas
Tracy Gerona
Taha Samir Ghouleh
Benjamin D. Golub
Zachary A. Golub
Logan C. Goodrich
Anne Elizabeth Hefele
Craig Edward Holliday
Amy C. Hong
Richard Y. Hong
Shawn J. Kim
Tony J. Kim
Zachary Addison Kishbaugh
Zachary J. Kofos
Elizabeth Kokareva
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
Stephen Soonbeom Kwon
Steven Le
Qian Lin
Catherine K. McKenna
David F. Michaels
Sara Mir
Da Min Park
Hemali A. Patel
David R. Powers
Anne Isabelle Rao
Alexander Robert Schneider
Sonya Shafique
Heather Nicole Smith
Anika Solanki
Randy T. To
Adailys Trincado
Taylor Margaret Van Houten
Kayla Vasconcellos
Patrick R. Wilson

Mohamad Abou El Nasr
Amir Assadinowghabi
Mariana Patrice Barry
Nadine Amr Bedair
Lauren J. Cohen
David G. Comstock
Christopher Anthony D’Amico
Adi A. Davidyan
Taylor Ann Elias
Shadi Ahmed Elmekkawi
Haifa El Zhawi
Rebecca Fisher
Tracy Gerona
Jasmine Abdelhakim Ghanem
Logan C. Goodrich
Anne Elizabeth Hefele
Craig Edward Holliday
Amy C. Hong
Richard Y. Hong
Kevin Zhenyang Hua
Abisola Jumoke Jegede
Ranmeek Kaur
Tony J. Kim
Zachary J. Kofos
Ola Kamal Kourani
Mythilee L. Kugathasan
Stephen Soonbeom Kwon
Qian Lin
Khohlia Sonique Mack
David F. Michaels
Sara Mir
Da Min Park
Hemali A. Patel
David R. Powers
Sonya Shafique
Rohan Jayeshkumar Shah
Moamal Kamal Osman Sharfi
Dena Anne Shuster
Tej Pratap Singh
Anika Solanki
Kunal Sood
Adailys Trincado
Taylor Margaret Van Houten
Kayla Vasconcellos
Syeda Fatima Wasti

Mohamad Abou El Nasr
Amir Assadinowghabi
Nadder Hani Ayad
Mariana Patrice Barry
Nadine Amr Bedair
Valerie N. Bouhom
Kristin Marie Bradley
Monica H. Cheng
Lauren J. Cohen
David G. Comstock
Christopher Anthony D’Amico
Nika Darabi
Adi A. Davidyan
Taylor Ann Elias
Lauren A. Fafalak
Victoria N. Fields
Rebecca Fisher
Joyce Ganas
Tracy Gerona
Jasmine Abdelhakim Ghanem
Taha Samir Ghouleh
Benjamin D. Golub
Zachary A. Golub
Logan C. Goodrich
Craig Edward Holliday
Amy C. Hong
Richard Y. Hong
Alice Huang
Abisola Jumoke Jegede
Ranmeek Kaur
Simran Kaur
Tony J. Kim
Zachary J. Kofos
Ola Kamal Kourani
Stephen Soonbeom Kwon
Anna Lam
Steven Le
Qian Lin
Laura Lopez-Jauregui
Tais Trevelin Lowry
Khohlia Sonique Mack
Catherine K. McKenna
Amina Mekic
David F. Michaels
Sara Mir
Da Min Park
Se Ha Park
Hemali A. Patel
Vickie M. Patel
David R. Powers
Devon M. Ptak
Sonya Shafique
Rohan Jayeshkumar Shah
Moamal Kamal Osman Sharfi
Haneen Shehadeh
Tej Pratap Singh
Heather Nicole Smith
Anika Solanki
Kunal Sood
Randy T. To
Adailys Trincado
Taylor Margaret Van Houten
Kayla B. Vasconcellos
Syeda Fatima Wasti
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Class of 2020 Class Gift
In an unusual year, the Class of 2020 celebrates unity and perseverance with a new award
On March 13, 2020, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine closed and the D2020 class saw their last live patients in
the undergraduate teaching clinic. COVID-19 had been classified as a worldwide pandemic by the World Health
Organization and it had wreaked havoc across the world and in the dental profession.
Social distancing had become the new norm and all senior events, including graduation, were cancelled. With no Toast to
Graduates, senior gala, senior awards dinner, or in person commencement, the D2020 class would not celebrate the last 4
years of hard work and the completion of the biggest professional milestone in their education. For most of the class,
March 13th would be the last time they would see their classmates, faculty, or the staff that supported them throughout
their dental education. In May of 2020 they were all craving those personal connections that made the Tufts family so
special.
The class of 2020 established The Class of D2020 Senior Prize Fund (established during the COVID-19 Pandemic, in honor
of Lisha Shakya, D20) to leave a legacy and give back to the school. Using their student activities budget originally set up
for the class’ social events, this prize fund was established in honor of their classmate, Lisha Shakya, D20. Lisha was
diagnosed with a brain tumor in 2019, took time off to seek treatment and returned to clinic in full force, determined to
graduate with her class, which she did on May 17, 2020. Her perseverance and bravery inspired the class to name the
senior class gift and prize fund in her honor.

PURPOSE
This prize fund should be given to a student who has faced tremendous adversity in their life and/or who has devoted their
dental school experience to serving the community at large. At a time like this, our focus on community engagement
should be paramount. The reality is that no other Tufts dental class in modern times graduated under these
circumstances. Everyone will remember the class of 2020 because they will be the innovators in their field, they will be
the leaders who mark the beginning of a new era in patient care and set new standards for dentistry.
This award will be given through the Office of Student Affairs. The prize will be awarded annually at the Senior Awards
Ceremony or other appropriate occasion when all other Senior Prizes are awarded.
The senior class gift was announced on December 2, 2019 and 69 students (31%) of the class made a gift. These gifts will
now support the D2020 Senior Prize Fund.

The D20 donors are:
Stephanie Alvarez
Seghen M. Amanios
Farkhunda Ameen
Nadder H. Ayad
Lena S. Barouxis
Nadine A. Bedair
Milana Bhaskar
Valerie N. Bouhom
Kristin M. Bradley
Robert T. Brookings
Dasny S. Castillo
Matthew Y. Chan
Airy Choi
Justin J. Chow
Lauren J. Cohen
David G. Comstock
Vendita S. Correia
Christopher A. D’Amico
Janelle C. Diaz
Taylor A. Elias
Nicholas M. Famigletti
Victoria N. Fields
Rebecca Fisher
Mason C. Fortuno
Joyce Ganas
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Daniela I. Ghobrial
Edward J. Gold
Susan A. Harvey
Craig E. Holiday
Amy C. Hong
Alice Huang
Teresa Huynh
Abisola J. Jegede
Ranmeek Kaur
Jennifer S. Kim
Zachary J. Kofos
Yannis Koroneos
Matthew D. Lee
Sun Y. Lim
Qian Lin
Sandy Lopez-Alvarez
Radhika Makadia
Catherine K. McKenna
Allan J. McQuarrie III
Maryam Moghtader
Se Ha Park
Deepa S. Patel
Vicki Patel
David R. Powers
Devon M. Ptak
Marsha M. Robinson

Mohit Sahni
Samantha C. Sauers
Sonya Shafique
Shivani Shah
Lisha Shakya
Tej Pratap Singh
Anika Solanki
Kunal Sood
Varshini Sridhar
Emily F. Thomas
Randy T. To
Shivangi Tyagi
Taylor M. Van Houten
Honglam T. Vo
Evanthia N. Vransas
Ruby R. Wagimin
Youstina E. Youssef
Elsa Yumar
Inspired Donors
Catherine A. Casey
Mark P. Gonthier
Omar Harmouche
Marherita Lamlaihi
Keyur R. Patel
Bailey R. Walterscheid

.

Mohamad Abou El Nasr, DI2020
Mohamad earned a B.D.S. degree with honors at Beirut Arab University in Lebanon. He
then completed a one year Advanced Education in General Dentistry program at the
University followed by an orthodontics residency in which he graduated first in his class.
During his three-year orthodontic residency, Mohamad worked as an orthodontist at three
different clinics. His goals did not stop after completing the residency, as he then began a
clinical fellowship at UConn Health Center after which he moved back to Lebanon.
Mohamad’s experience at UConn was exceptional as he took the Biomechanics class with
Dr. Charles Burstone and also worked under direct supervision of Dr. Ravendra Nanda
while treating patients in his clinic. The dedication Mohamad saw from these legendary
orthodontists inspired him to learn more and return to the United States to resume his
passion as an orthodontist and contribute to the field.
Mohamad has many hobbies and one of them is playing soccer, usually as a defender. He
appreciates being part of a team working together to achieve the same goal. Another
interest Mohamad has is developing digital platforms like Facebook pages and slide share
accounts to reach more people across the world and to allow professionals to come
together to share their knowledge and benefit from each other’s expertise. Mohamad
hopes to inspire people to work together as a community to contribute to the field of
orthodontics. His dreams for the future are to become an American board-certified
orthodontist by joining a postgraduate residency program at Georgia School of
Orthodontics after graduation.
Mohamad would like to thank the TUSDM faculty, particularly Drs. Yo-Wei Chen, Francois Fisselier, Ala Ali, Khaled Shaikhi, Edward
Fidrocki, Richard Harold, and Theano Eliopoulos, for their support. He is especially grateful to his family, especially his parents, his wife,
and baby Jamal, for their love and support. In addition, Mohamad would like to thank the friends he made in the IS20 class and wish
them the best of luck.

Bradley Adams, D2020
Bradley earned a B.A. degree from the University of New Hampshire in 2015.
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Isabela I. Aguirre, D2020
Isabela grew up in Carmel, Indiana, and received a B.A. degree in Spanish Cultural Studies
with a minor in Biology from Indiana University in 2016. During her undergraduate years,
Isabela volunteered at the UNPHU Dental School in Santo Domingo in the Dominican
Republic where she learned about the Tufts dental program and solidified her passion for
dentistry. After earning her undergraduate degree, Isabela had the privilege of
matriculating into TUSDM as a member of the class of 2020. She had been dreaming of this
accomplishment since she was ten years old.
While at Tufts, Isabela was a member of the Hispanic Dental Association and served as the
Community Service Chair from 2017-2018. Isabela volunteered at the Most Holy Redeemer
Parish, teaching young kids in the East Boston community about oral healthcare during her
first and second year of dental school. She also inspired young kids to pursue careers in
the health care field through the Mini Medical School Program at the Museum of Science.
In addition, Isabela was involved in research and reviewed the effectiveness of Silver
Diamine Fluoride alongside classmate Haifa El Zhawi. Isabela is thankful she had the
opportunity to spend her five-week externship in Arizona under the guidance of great
mentors and alongside three of her classmates with whom she made countless
unforgettable memories.
Isabela would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly and Ronald Davitt,
for constantly being by her side and patiently coaching her through the most rigorous
challenges she faced throughout her dental schooling. She would also especially like to
thank Drs. Ala Ali, Francois Fisselier, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Yo-Wei Chen, Mahnaz Raissi,
and Carolyn Cottrell for helping her grow in her clinical expertise and for shaping her into the clinician she is today. In addition, Isabela
would like to thank Associate Dean Robert Kasberg for his support and commitment to students.
Most importantly, Isabela would like her parents, Josefina and Ricardo; her stepdad, Tim; and her brother and sister, Ricardo and Karla;
for always encouraging her and believing in her through the times she did not believe in herself. Isabela is also endlessly thankful for all
of the special friendships she made. She would especially like to thank Shivani Bhatt and Sara Alterman for studying at the library with
her for hours on end and for keeping her sane with the study breaks where they would laugh until they cried.
Upon graduation, Isabela plans to practice general dentistry in the greater Chicago area.

Lizbette Alcantara, D2020
Lizbette was born in Queens, New York. She graduated from the Dental Hygiene program at
Farmingdale State College in 2009. Lizbette then continued her studies at Farmingdale
State College to obtain her B.S. degree in Science and Technology with a minor in
Chemistry in 2015. Lizbette began her dental career as a dental hygienist and worked for
several doctors in the NY area. Her dream to provide additional dental treatment to
patients became a reality when she was given the opportunity to join Tufts University
School of Dental School (TUSDM) as a member of the class of 2020.
While at TUSDM, Lizbette was an active member of the Hispanic Dental Association and the
Student National Dental Association. Her passion to serve prompted her to volunteer in
many community service events as well as participate in various Global Service Learning
Trips to Guatemala, Peru, the Dominican Republic and Jamaica. Lizbette takes pride in
being able to give back to global as well as local communities. She also enjoys and desires
to help her fellow colleagues succeed and was selected to be a student Teaching Assistant
for Clinical Radiology. Lizbette further enriched her dental education and clinical training
by completing the Tufts Advanced Periodontology Selective program.
Lizbette is grateful for the exceptional academic and clinical training she received at Tufts
and would like to thank the dedicated faculty and staff for their support and commitment
to her dental education. She gives special thanks to Drs. Robert Kasberg, Leopoldo Correa,
Pilar Sanchez and Judith Goldstein, who all played an integral part in shaping her into the
clinician she is today.
Lizbette’s accomplishments would not have been possible without the encouragement of her family. She gives special thanks to them for
providing her with unconditional love, support and motivation every step of the way. Finally, Lizbette would like to thank the lifelong
friends she made during her time at TUDSM for making this challenging experience memorable and enjoyable. She would like to dedicate
her degree of Doctor of Dental Medicine to her mother, Evelyn Mella.
After graduation, Lizbette is excited to continue her training in a General Practice Residency at New York Presbyterian Queens.
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Roberto Aleman Cordero, D2020
Roberto received his B.S. degree in General Biology from the University of Maryland in
2013. He then completed a M.S. degree in Medical Sciences from Mississippi College in
2015 where he also met his future fiancé. While at Tufts, Roberto was a student teaching
assistant in the Back Bay Group Practice. He also had the opportunity to travel to the
Dominican Republic and provide dental care to many people in need. After graduation,
Roberto plans to move to the Washington, D.C. area and work as an associate for a couple
of years until he can open his own practice. His future goals are to work half the year at his
private practice and spend the other half traveling the world providing dental care to
impoverished communities.
Roberto is getting married in July 2020 to his beautiful fiancé, Diana, who has been a big
reason for his success in his master’s program and dental school career. Roberto would
also like to thank his family for always being there and supporting him through these
tough few years. In addition, he is thankful to his Back Bay Practice Coordinators and the
faculty who taught him the majority of what he knows. Lastly, Roberto would like to thank
his friends at Tufts for engaging in fun extracurricular activities outside of studying with
him. Roberto is truly blessed by all those who helped him along the way and will be
forever grateful.

Elinor Alon, DI Faculty 2020
Dr. Alon received her B.S. degree in Medicinal Sciences as well as her D.M.D. degree from
the Hebrew University School of Dental Medicine in Jerusalem, Israel in 2008 and then
continued her training as a general dentist in their Advanced General Practice Program.
After practicing for three years as a general dentist, Dr. Alon decided to pursue her passion
in Endodontics and completed a Certificate in Endodontics at the Hebrew University School
of Dental Medicine in 2014.
In 2015, Dr. Alon and her family moved to the United States and she began teaching at
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. She is a member of the American Association of
Endodontics and a diplomate of the American Boards of Endodontics. Dr. Alon is an
assistant professor in the department of endodontics and teaches full time in both the
undergraduate and postgraduate endodontic clinic. She is currently the Endodontics
Pre-Doctoral Director at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
Dr. Alon would like to give a special thank you to all the people who allowed this to happen
for her. She is particularly grateful to Dr. Robert Amato and Dr. Daniel Green for supporting
her and helping her pursue this achievement. Dr. Alon would also like to thank her
beautiful family, her dear husband and kids, for their endless patience. Lastly, she is
thankful to her parents and in-laws for helping her in every possible way.
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Sara Alterman, D2020
Sara grew up in Palm City, Florida and graduated from the University of Florida with a B.S.
degree in Nutritional Sciences in 2016.
While a student at Tufts, Sara was involved in a variety of student organizations. She was
passionate about giving back to the community and volunteering with children. Sara
served as an e-board member for the annual Give Kids a Smile Day to provide free oral
healthcare and education to children in Boston. She also served on the e-board of Smile
Squad, an organization for community outreach to elementary schools in the greater
Boston area. In addition, Sara was director for ASDA’s Smile Share and Care program,
providing oral hygiene instructions to children at the YMCA after school program. In her
second year of school, Sara completed a Health Literacy Intensive and during her final
presentation about mothers of children on the spectrum, the idea for Autism Smiles was
born. Alongside her peers, Sara founded this annual event to help prepare children on the
spectrum for dental visits. Sara also served as a clinical teaching assistant in Group
Practice Back Bay.
Sara would like to thank all of her didactic, pre-clinical, and clinical instructors, and
especially her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. David Leader, and Dr.
Armond Enos, for their mentorship, knowledge, and laughs throughout her years in clinic.
She would also like to thank her DPA’s, Caitlin Luu, Juan Catano, and Jessica Cardona, as
well as Berthine, Lindita, and the rest of the dispensary staff for their support and help
making patient care run smoothly.
Most importantly, Sara would like to thank her friends and family. She appreciates the
unconditional love and support she received and would not have been able to make it
through dental school without it.
After graduation, Sara will remain in Massachusetts to work.

Stephanie Alvarez, D2020
Stephanie was born and raised in Miami, Fl. She earned a B.A. degree in Anthropology
with a minor in Education from the University of Florida. She then earned a Masters in
Biomedical Sciences degree from Barry University. While at Tufts, Stephanie was involved
in various community service activities and organizations such as Smile Squad, Hispanic
Dental Association (HDA), Student National Dental Association, and Give Kids a Smile. She
also co-led a global service-learning trip to Guatemala and co-founded Autism Smiles Day.
In addition, Stephanie served as the HDA Community Service Representative during the
2017-2018 academic year. Stephanie’s most memorable experiences at Tufts were shared
with her awesome classmates, especially her dear friends.
As the first person in her family to graduate college and now to obtain a professional
degree, Stephanie dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her mom and dad who supported her
through this journey. Stephanie would also like to thank her siblings for all their guidance
and encouragement. She hopes that her hard work and dedication serve to inspire others
to follow their dreams, especially her nieces and nephew, Maya, Valentina, Francesca and
Joseph.
Stephanie would also like to thank her mentor, Dr. Bernardo Villela, for sparking her
passion to become a dentist and giving back to those in need. In addition, Stephanie
would like to thank her TUSDM mentors, faculty and staff for their tremendous efforts in
helping her become a better clinician. Last, but not least, she would like to thank her
longtime best friends back home and abroad, Ana Rels and Anaid Benitez, for keeping her
grounded and always believing in her.
After graduation, Stephanie will work as a general dentist. Her long-term goals are to open
her own practice and continue giving back to communities in need.
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Seghen Amanios, D2020
Seghen was born and raised in Northern Virginia. She later moved to Indianapolis, IN her
senior year of high school and then matriculated into Indiana University (IU) Bloomington.
Seghen graduated from IU with a Bachelors Degree in Exercise Science and a minor in
Biology and Dance in 2013. She then earned an M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from
Barry University in Miami, Fl. in 2015.
While at Tufts, Seghen was a part of the Student National Dental Association (SNDA) and
served as Secretary her second year. Through SNDA, she was part of the Impressions Day
and I.D.I.D. symposium. Seghen was also a member of the Tufts Dental Aesthetics Club. In
addition, Seghen was a recipient of the Dr. Charles P. Sevoyan, D51, Scholarship.
Seghen would like to most importantly thank God for allowing her to achieve her dreams.
Without Him none of this would have been possible and she is eternally grateful for all the
opportunities He has provided. Seghen would especially like to thank her parents, Michael
Amanios and Mihret Fekadu, for their continuous support and prayers through life and this
decade-long journey. Without their support, Seghen would not have been able to achieve
her dreams of becoming a Doctor. They have been her biggest supporters and motivators
and for that she would like to say: “Love you Mom and Dad! This last degree is all of ours…
WE did it!” Seghen would also like to thank her sister, Sewit Amanios, for being her best
friend and lending her an ear during many facetime vent sessions throughout the journey:
“love you sis!” She would like to give a special shoutout to “R.N.U.S.”, who have turned
into her family here at Tufts and have been there with her throughout these four years of
long nights studying and say: “Thank you for always being there through it all. Couldn’t
have made it through this without each of you! We finally made it out!!” In addition, Seghen gives thanks to her extended family and
friends who played a major role and part of her journey and encouraged her throughout the years. She would like to thank them for all
their encouragement and support.
Lastly, Seghen would like to thank the faculty at Tufts who taught her many valuable skills and lessons. She gives special thanks to Drs.
Ronald Davitt, Francois Fisselier, and Carolyn Cottrell. She would also like to thank and acknowledge her DPA’s, Julie Fleck, Shauna Carty
and Denise Tran, along with Natasha Blake and Cristal Heredia. In addition, Seghen would like to thank Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for
her encouragement and support. Last, but not least, Seghen would like to give a very deep hearted thank you to her advisor starting from
her undergraduate years, Dr. Robert Kasberg, who guided her throughout this entire journey to dental school.
Congratulations to the Class of 2020!

Farkhunda Ameen, DI2020
Farkhunda was born and raised in Pakistan. She earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery
degree from Karachi Medical and Dental College in Karachi, Pakistan in 2006. Farkhunda
then practiced as a general dentist for 3 years. In 2009, she moved to the United States
and worked as a dental assistant in New York and was actively involved in community
Outreach programs related to dentistry.
While at Tufts, Farkhunda gained valuable experience she will carry with her in all aspects
of her career. Farkhunda will be forever thankful to Drs. Ronald Perry and Jeanette SabirHolloway for giving her the opportunity to become part of the Tufts family. She would also
like to express gratitude to her dedicated mentors, Drs. Mark Caddell, Mary Karish, and
Alan Epstein, as well as all the other clinical faculty for helping her to build a solid
foundation as a future dental professional.
After Allah Almighty, Farkhunda would like to thank her parents, Ameen Karim and Shama
Ameen, for their hard work, sacrifice and support. She gives special thanks to her mom
who supported her and showed her how to be strong in order to achieve all her dreams
and goals despite obstacles and while also taking care of children.
Farkhunda would like to honor her loving husband, Salman Karim. Words cannot describe
how she is forever grateful to him for being right by her side and helping her to balance life
as spouse, mother, and student. It would not have been possible without his support.
Farkhunda still remembers how he traveled with her to different states for mission of mercy
and other community outreach trips. She would also like to thank her little precious Bilal
and Zara who give her strength and energy to work hard and do her best.
Last, but not the least, Farkhunda would like to thank her siblings, Waqas who always shares his words of wisdom as well as guides and
motivate her; as well as Waqar, and Khadija for their love and support. “Thank you guys in believing me. We Did It.”
Special thanks is also given to Farkhunda’s friend Kanza for her help and support during this journey and spending memorable time
together.
Upon graduation, Farkhunda will work as a general dentist in Massachusetts and continue her passion of helping those around her.
“Congratulations to all of the class of 2020. I wish you all the very best for your future endeavors.”
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Amir Assadinowghabi, DI2020
Amir earned a D.D.S. degree from Mashad University School of Dentistry in Iran in 2003.

Nadder Hani Ayad, DI2020
Nadder was born in Minneapolis, MN but grew up in Cairo, Egypt surrounded by loving family
and friends. He earned a B.D.S. degree with Honors from Misr International University in
2013. Nadder aspired to move to the United States to further his dental career and took the
NBDEs while practicing as a general dentist in Egypt for three years. During this time, he
continuously developed his dental skills through enrollment in CE courses as well as
completing a one-year Masters Degree in Clinical Esthetics at Ain Shams University in 2016.
Nadder also helped to establish a service mission in Egypt called S.M.I.L.E. (See Miracles in
Life Everyday) providing free dental/medical service to patients in rural towns around Cairo.
Nadder felt fortunate to be accepted to the IS20 TUSDM Family. While at Tufts, Nadder had
the opportunity to become a student teaching assistant in both Operative and IS
Prosthodontics courses which aided in the development of his teaching skills. Moreover,
Nadder had the honor of serving as the IS20 Class Vice President for the 2019-2020
academic year.
Nadder would like to thank God for His constant blessings and guidance in every step of his
career. He also expresses deepest gratitude to his parents, Hani and Mary, for their
continuous love and support during every hardship through their unceasing prayers.
Being a Jumbo has been an enriching experience! Nadder would like to thank Drs. Ronald
Perry and Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for providing him the opportunity to belong to the Tufts
Family. He gives special thanks to Dr. Perry for his immense help and guidance throughout
the 2.5 years. Nadder also expresses appreciation to the TUSDM faculty and staff. He was
grateful to be a part of the Charlestown Group Practice and thanks Practice Coordinators Drs.
Alex Miele, David Paul, and Denisa Stasa for their exceptional mentorship. Nadder would like to thank the faculty for constantly challenging
him to become a better dentist, especially Drs. Steven Kaminsky, Steven Rubin, Kanchan Ganda, BiNa Oh, Konstantinos Vazouras, Jose
Camilo Segura, Pilar Sanchez, Francois Fisselier, William Lobel, Steven Eisen, and Marcelo Suzuki. Nadder is also truly grateful for the
amazing Tangy Person, Romell Madison, Patricia Massillon, and Merlene James-Harris for helping him manage patient appointments.
Last, but not least, Nadder would like to thank Andrew Gobran, Joseph Gobran and Dalia Wilson for all their help during the application
process and making it this far. He also extends gratitude to Mariam Khella for her relentless support and is thankful to have had Pierre
Ghobrial as his childhood best friend to share this journey with. Additionally, Nadder is grateful for the priceless friendships he made at
Tufts, especially Nadine Bedair, Tej Singh, Andrew Allouch, Yostina Kaldas, Youstina Youssef, Andrew Tadros, Daniela Ghobrial, Rafik Boulos,
Jossana Rasla, Christina Rizk, Monica Ghattas, Revana Awadallah, Rachel Boutros, and Bishoy Hanna who made the journey memorable.
Upon graduation, Nadder will be practicing as a general dentist in Minnesota.
“Congratulations Class of 2020. We made it!”
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Brandon R. Bachar, D2020
Brandon earned a B.A. degree from Case Western University in 2016.

Katherine Baer, D2020
Katherine earned her Associate Degree in Dental Hygiene from Middlesex Community
College in 2011. She then worked as a Dental Hygienist while completing her Bachelor’s
Degree in Sociology at Umass Boston, which she received in 2014. While at Tufts,
Katherine was a recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship for two consecutive years as well
as a recipient of the Drs. Ann M. Sagalyn, D79 and Suzanne Rothenberg, D41 Endowed
Scholarship.
Katherine considers her time at Tufts to be the most impactful years of her life as she met
life-long friends, married her husband, bought a home, and became a mother, all while
accomplishing her dream of earning her D.M.D. After graduation, Katherine would like to
attain a position working in a government funded community health center where she can
help improve access to dental care.
Katherine would like to thank her family for their unwavering support, without them she
would never have been able to juggle motherhood and dental school. She would also like
to commend the amazing faculty at Tufts for their guidance, flexibility, and encouragement.
It truly does take a village.
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Tania Hussain Bajwa, D2020
Tania grew up in Newton, Massachusetts and graduated magna cum laude from Simmons
College with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English in 2014. While attending college, Tania served as class president and spent
summers working as a research intern at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and at
Dana Farber Cancer Institute. Tania was very excited that her passion for leadership,
healthcare, and research led her to be accepted to her top choice for dental school, Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine.
At TUSDM, Tania fully dedicated herself to the study of theoretical and practical aspects of
dentistry. Her desire to be perfect in her work gives her the motivation to keep learning and
practicing. During dental school, Tania completed her externship at Codman Square Health
Center where she provided dental care to an underserved population. This experience was
exceptionally memorable for her as she developed confidence as a student dentist.
Tania is proud to have been part of the extraordinary TUSDM family and would like to thank
all of her didactic, pre-clinical, and clinical instructors for their knowledge and support.
She would especially like to thank her Back Bay Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Armond
Enos, David Leader, Michael McQueen, and Eduardo Olegario for their dedication,
mentorship, and guidance.
Most importantly, Tania would like to thank her parents, Dr. Zahid Bajwa and Fatima Bajwa,
for their unwavering support and love throughout her life. They always encouraged her to
work hard to achieve her goals and never missed an opportunity to help her in any way
they could. These past four years were full of challenges, milestones, and personal development which could not have been
accomplished without them cheering her right along. Tania would also like to thank her siblings, Sarah and Zaydan, for their inspiration
and motivation; as well as her grandparents for their endless love and prayers. Lastly, Tania would like to express deepest gratitude to
her husband, Amoos, for happily making Boston his home so that she could pursue her dreams. She is lucky to have someone who stood
by her side during some of the toughest times and encouraged her to keep going. Thanks to Amoos, Tania’s rigorous dental school
experience was balanced out with lots of love, laughter, and travel.
Following graduation, Tania plans to reunite with her family in their newfound hometown of Carmel, Indiana and embark on her journey
as a general practitioner. She hopes to eventually enter academia so that she can combine her passion for leadership, teaching, and
dentistry.

Husein Barodawalla, D2020
Husein was born in Mombasa, Kenya and grew up in Houston, Texas. After completing all of
his primary education in Houston, he moved to Austin to attend the University of Texas
where he earned a dual B.S./B.A. degree in Biology. After earning his degree, Husein got
his first job working as a data analyst for the College of Liberal Arts at the University. He
worked for two years and then decided to leave his job after learning of his acceptance to
Tufts.
Although the 4 years of dental school were incredibly difficult, Husein was able to
overcome the obstacles he faced due in large part to the support from his parents
(Tasneem and Abbas), sister (Rashida), brother-in-law (Huzaifa), uncle and aunt (Shabbir,
Arwa), cousins (Sakina, Batul) and grandparents (Kayamli). He would also like to thank his
friends from Texas (Aliasgar, Nisreen, Taha) who have been incredibly supportive and
helpful as well as his friends in dental school (Airy, Lam, Anna, Justin, Chris, Albert, Steve,
Matt) who made the journey one he will never forget. Lastly, Husein would like to thank his
professors at Tufts, especially his Practice Coordinators (Dr. Colette Catalino, Dr. Ronald
Davitt, Dr. Ileana Gonzalez and Dr. Paul Trombly) who were amazing mentors and always
willing to go the extra mile to lend a hand.
After graduation, Husein wants to work in an underserved area in a location with a need for
dental providers while simultaneously continuing his education before ultimately reuniting
with his family back home in Texas!
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Lena Barouxis, D2020
Lena was raised in Westfield, MA. From a very young age, she knew she wanted to pursue a
career in dentistry. In high school and during her undergraduate career, Lena strived to
learn as much as she could both in and outside of the classroom by working jobs in the
dental and medical field. In 2016, Lena earned her B.S. degree in Public Health from the
University of Massachusetts Amherst and graduated with honors.
During her time at TUSDM, Lena enjoyed being a productive member of her class. She
served as Class Secretary, conducted research with the Craniofacial Pain Center to
investigate the association between ADHD, stimulants and TMD symptoms, and was a CPR
instructor for the past four years. Lena was also an active member of the Tufts Dental
Aesthetics Society and Tufts Implantology Club. In the clinic, Lena was a Dental Provider for
Dental Outreach to Survivors (DOTS) Program where she treated domestic violence
survivors. She was selected as a Teaching Assistant for Group Practice Atlantic as well as
chosen to be a member of the Implant Selective Program. In addition, Lena was a recipient
of the Munal S. Salem, D99, D21P, D21P Term Scholarship.
Lena is extremely grateful for all the mentors she had along the way who shaped the
person and provider that she is today. She would also like to thank her supportive family,
friends, and study group. Lena is excited to celebrate this milestone with all those who
have been by her side since the age of 13 when she began working toward this career
path.
After graduation, Lena is looking forward to serving her community at a local private
practice in Massachusetts.

Mariana P. Barry, D2020
Mariana grew up in Plymouth, Massachusetts. She graduated magna cum laude with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a minor in Business Studies from Providence
College in 2016. Mariana cherished her time at Providence College, and is grateful for the
solid groundwork laid there for her dental education to build upon. While at Tufts, Mariana
was a recipient of the Dr. William L. Wright, D’34 Endowed Scholarship Fund.
Tufts Dental has become a very special place to Mariana over the last 4 years because of
the people inside of it. Mariana would like to thank all of the faculty who imparted such
valuable knowledge, skills, and wisdom upon her. In particular, she would like to thank the
Charlestown Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele, and Denisa Stasa,
for always being such amazing mentors and resources. Mariana would also like to thank
Tangy Person and Romell Maddison for all the hard work they put into making every day in
Charlestown go as smoothly as it did. Mariana is additionally so grateful for the strong
friendships she made at Tufts and cannot imagine the long days of studying, lab work, or
appointments, without being alongside her amazing friends. Mariana was the recipient of
Dr. William L. Wright, D’34 Endowed scholarship, as well as Tufts Merit scholarships, and is
extremely thankful for these kind generosities.
Mariana has immensely enjoyed living in the city of Boston and having her family and
friends so close by. Throughout all the difficult courses, her friends and family always
believed in her and she cannot imagine these last years without them. Mariana would like
to thank her parents, Patty and Dan, for always giving her the motivation to work hard and
put her best self forward. She would also like to thank her three siblings, Allysa, Dan, and
Olivia, for all the help and support they have given her over the years. Mariana feels truly
blessed to be surrounded by such amazing people and would not be where she is today
without them.
After graduation, Mariana plans to work in the Boston area. Congratulations Class of 2020
and best of luck to everyone!
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Nadine Amr Bedair, DI2020
Nadine was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt. She earned her Bachelor of Dental Surgery
degree with honors from MSA University in Egypt in 2014. After graduation, Nadine worked
as an Oral Biology teacher at MSA University as well as an associate dentist at a private
practice in Egypt. Nadine then got married to Mohammad, the love of her life, and moved
to live with him in the United States in 2016. She became an active volunteer working in
homeless shelters and hospitals in Portland, Oregon. With the huge support of her family,
Nadine got accepted into the TUSDM International Program in 2018.
While at Tufts, Nadine had the honor to serve as the IS20 Class President each year.
Nadine actively worked with Dr. Ronald Perry on developing the IS curriculum and was also
assigned as the head student teaching assistant for the Operative and IS Prosthodontics
courses. Nadine also served as the Chair of Community Service in the African Diaspora
United. In addition, Nadine fundraised for the St. Francis Shelter winter gifts for two years.
First and foremost, Nadine thanks God. She is also grateful to all the Group Practice
Atlantic staff and faculty who provided her with clinical knowledge and support, especially
Jacqueline Kulas (Atlantic DPA) and Lindita Kurbini (Dispensary staff) who helped her to
stay sane during all her crazy days and schedules, “I would not have made it without you
both!”
Nadine considers herself the luckiest for having amazing classmates whom she considers
as family and each has a special place in her heart, especially Tej Pratap Singh and Nadder
Ayad “Thanks guys for making this journey special with millions of memories” as well as
Laura Lopez-Juaregui for being the best roommate! She gives special thanks to Dr. Perry for all of his support and guidance, like a loving
father, who gave her the opportunity to be part of the TUSDM family and trusted her leadership ability through the past two years.
Nadine expresses huge gratitude to her parents, Nahed and Amr, for their all-time encouragement to chase her dreams in every spot on
earth, teaching her how to fight for what she believes in, and making her into the person she is today. Additionally, Nadine sends love
and thanks to her brother Khaled and cousins Nada, IS22, Dina, and Omar for dealing with every breakdown and celebrating every
milestone with her by sending baby Haidy’s pictures.
Lastly, Nadine thanks her loving husband, Mohammad Taha, who still picks up her calls 15 times a day, and even though he’s an
Electrical Engineer and has no idea what she does, has always been her cheerleader and interested in her daily details and solving crises.
She is definitely looking forward to reuniting with him after graduation.
After graduation, Nadine eventually would like to have her own private practice and settle in Portland, Oregon.

Milana Bhaskar, DI2020
Milana grew up in Australia and California. She graduated with a B.D.S. degree from M.S.
Ramaiah University of Dental Science in Bangalore, India. While at Tufts, Milana was
involved in community service and plans to continue doing so throughout her future dental
career.
Milana would like to thank all of the Tufts faculty for their guidance and mentorship,
especially Dr. Katerina Paraskevopoulou and Dr. Eduardo Olegario. She is also especially
thankful to her Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. Armond Enos and
Dr. David Leader. In addition, Milana gives special thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry and Dr.
Steven Eisen for inspiring her throughout her time at Tufts.
Milana would like to thank her parents, Vijaya and Bhaskar for all the sacrifices they made
to help her during her educational journey, and she is also grateful to her grandparents,
uncle and aunt who supported her. In addition, Milana would like to thank her in-laws who
encouraged her as well as her sister, Nayana, who was always in her corner cheering and
supporting her.
Last, but not least, Milana would like to thank her husband, Rishi, who has been her
constant support for the past ten years since they met. Without him none of this would
have been achievable. He is her best friend and inspired her to pursue her dreams.
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Shivani A. Bhatt, D2020
Shivani was born and raised in Chelmsford, Massachusetts. She graduated with a B.A.
degree in Biology from College of the Holy Cross in 2015. While at Tufts, Shivani was the
assistant director of Smile, Share and Care, a student organization that teaches oral health
education to elementary children on a weekly basis. Shivani also traveled to Kuch, India
where she volunteered at a dental camp and was able to treat and educate villagers about
oral health.
First, and foremost, Shivani would like to thank her amazing parents, Leena and Anand, for
their unconditional love and support during the four years of dental school. Without her
parents’ hard work and contributions, Shivani would not be where she is today. She would
also like to thank her friends at Tufts for their endless support, memories, and laughs. The
long nights in the library, endless days in clinic, nonstop work, and school journey would
have been impossible without them. In addition, Shivani is thankful to her outside friends
and family members who supported and cheered her on from the beginning. Their love and
support helped her achieve her dream.
Shivani would like to thank all her preclinical and clinical faculty at Tufts. She extends
gratitude to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Olympia Karacosta, Alberto
Sarmiento, and Shivani Patel, who were her biggest advocates and helped her throughout
her dental journey. She would also like to thank Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Ala Ali, Judith
Goldstein, Boris Bacanurschi, Hadi Gholami, Sheldon Yunes, Ronald Davitt, Robert
Kasberg, and Livia Valverde for their endless support, guidance, and encouragement
during clinic. Lastly, Shivani thanks her DPAs, Jackie, Tommy, Sarita, Alyx and Valerie, for
their help, as well as Lindita for her assistance in the 2nd floor dispensary. Shivani would also like to give a special acknowledgement to
the wonderful patients she had the privilege of getting to know. Her experience with them is what truly made her love dentistry.
After graduation, Shivani plans to continue her dental education at an Advanced Education in General Dentistry program at NYU Langone
in Brooklyn, NY in hopes of expanding her skills and providing comprehensive care to those in need. After that, she plans on working
alongside her mother, Leena Desai, which has been her dream since she was a child.
“Congratulations Class of 2020! We did it!”

Suraj Singh Bhogal, D2020
Suraj was only two years old when his family moved to New Jersey from New Delhi, India.
While growing up, he always enjoyed playing music and loved to create with his fine
attention to detail. When he discovered dentistry, Suraj began to formulate his career path,
and earned a B.S. degree in Biology at Drexel University in 2015 and then completed a
Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences with a concentration in Oral Biology at Rutgers
University in 2016.
During his career at Tufts, Suraj always took on new challenges to expand his skills and
maximize his potential, earning him his position as a clinical student teaching assistant in
his Group Practice. He was also an active member of the Tufts Implant Club executive
board. With his growing passion for learning about dental implants, Suraj was granted a
position in the Tufts Implant Selective Program and had the privilege to execute implant
surgeries during his final year of school. Suraj was also a recipient of the Dr. Ivers Rifkin,
D52 Endowed Scholarship Fund. After graduation, he plans to practice as a General
Dentist in Pennsylvania with the intention to eventually open his own practice.
Suraj could not be more grateful for the unconditional love and support from his mom, dad,
sisters and friends who were there every step of the way. He is also thankful to have
created lasting memories and relationships with both his friends and faculty at Tufts. He is
now able to reflect on his efforts and appreciate that the most trying times during school
were also the most character developing. This has helped him gain a new appreciation for
what he has to offer the world and the rewards that can result from it. Suraj would like to
extend thanks to his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Mary Karish, Dr. Alan Epstein, and Dr. Mark
Caddell, for their remarkable mentorship and dedication to their students, as well as Dr. Irina Dragan, Dr. Ekaterini Antonellou, and Dr.
Konstantinos Vazouras for the opportunity to treat in the Implant Center under their excellent guidance. Suraj is additionally grateful to all
of the faculty who created a positive and impactful learning experience.
“Congratulations Class of 2020.”
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Rishi Manish Bhusari, DI2020
Rishi was born in India and moved to New Hampshire when he was five years old. His
parents were 26 and 27 years old when they moved to the United States with nothing more
than four suitcases and $12,000. Rishi would not be the man he is today without the
guidance of his mom and dad who showed how undying unconditional love can be
throughout the many ups and downs of Rishi’s childhood and to this day. Rishi would like
to thank his parents for their unwavering love and support. He especially appreciates how
his parents push him every day to improve and get better as a person and as a man.
Although he may not say or show it often enough, his closest friends know exactly how
much his parents mean to him and that they deserve upwards of 95% of the credit for all of
his achievements.
Rishi wholly understands that he would not be here today if not for his friends. David
Garcia is the closest thing to a brother that Rishi has known. The past four years in dental
school have been tough. Through these years, Rishi has grown, fallen, thrived, and
survived and David has been alongside him every step of the way. Rishi would also like to
sincerely thank Daniela Ghobrial, Ajay Davalur, Ned Gold, Yannis Koroneos, Patrick
McLaughlin, Erik Cadra, and the rest of the Council for their friendship, brotherhood, and
endless support through these past four years. He would not have made it past the many
hurdles of dental school without them all. He would like to thank the clinic faculty for
giving him such a strong foundation in dentistry. He would especially like to thank Drs.
Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, David Paul, Alan Epstein, James Theodore, William Lobel,
Francois Fisselier, Jose Segura, Miriam Margvelashvili, and Stephen Hsu for shaping him
into the dentist he is today. Rishi would also like to thank Romell and Tangy for all of their hard work, and Matilda for always bringing a
smile and lending a helping hand to students in need.
Lastly, Rishi would like to say some words to his sister, Aryaa. “Keep setting your goals and crushing them. Never stop smiling and
laughing. Anything you want to achieve in this world is possible. It’s all within your reach and mom, dad, and I will always be by your
side to help. I love you!”
P.S.: Don’t let any of this distract you from the fact that the Falcons blew a 28-3 lead in Super Bowl 51. Go PATS!
While Rishi was at Tufts he was a recipient of the Northeast Delta Dental Endowed Scholarship. After graduation, Rishi plans to work in
private practice in Concord, NH.

Alen Blagajcevic, D2020
Alen earned a B.A. degree from Vanderbilt University in 2013 and then an M.S. degree from
Rush University in 2014. At Tufts he was a recipient of the Tufts University Dental Alumni
Association Endowed Scholarship. After graduation, Alen will begin a General Practice
Residency program at University of Minnesota Medical Center.
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Gynnekia Booth, D2020
Gynnekia was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, but grew up in Jacksonville, Florida. She
received her B.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from the University of South Florida in
2010. Before being accepted to TUSDM, Gynnekia worked as an assistant manager to 9
after school programs as well as a 6th Grade Comprehensive Science teacher. She also
received her M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences with a concentration in health sciences
during her last year of teaching in 2015.
During her time at Tufts, Gynnekia was an active member of the Student National Dental
Association (SNDA) and served as the Black History Month co-chair during her third year.
She was also actively involved in Delta Sigma Delta, an international dental fraternity, and
served as Historian during her fourth year. When she was not in clinic, Gynnekia worked as
a nanny to the adorable and loving Helena. In May of 2019, she participated in TUSDM’s
global service learning trip to Peru where she provided free dental care to the underserved
population in Granja Porcón.
Gynnekia would like to give all honor and thanks to God because without Him she would
not have made it through the rigorous curriculum. Gynnekia expresses gratitude to the
Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Alberto Sarmiento, and Olympia
Karacosta, for their tutelage and guidance in navigating clinic. She would also like to
thank her DPAs, Jackie, Tommy and Sarita, for managing student’s schedules and insurance
issues as well as being flexible and always having a smile available. Gynnekia is
particularly grateful to her mentors, Drs. Melissa Ing, Ronald Davitt and Robert Kasberg,
who saw her at her highest and lowest points. She thanks them for their constant words of
encouragement and for seeing in her what she could not see in herself.
Gynnekia would like to extend upmost gratitude to her family. “We made it Mom and Dad! Thank you for your constant support. You have
been there for every tear and achievement.” She would like to let Geion and Giana know they are, and continue to be, her biggest
inspirations. Gynnekia would also like to thank Sasha and Jon for trusting her with their sweet daughter and giving her time to
decompress from school. She would like to thank her girlfriends and prima: Rasheeda, Marjorie, Tracy, Janobia, Ericka, Rachelle, Kristin,
Rayna, Heather, Seghen, Ro and Krystina for helping to keep her going! Lastly, Gynnekia thanks Breon who dealt with the mood swings
and reminded her to eat when clinic had her stressed. She is grateful to him for loving her through the bad days.
After graduation, Gynnekia will be attending a local Advanced Education in General Dentistry (AEGD) program at Lynn Community Health
Center to continue her education. She looks forward to a lifelong journey of learning.

Valerie Bouhom, DI2020
Valerie was born in Cameroon and lived in France. She earned her D.D.S. degree as well as
studied pediatric dentistry at Victor Segalen University in Bordeaux. She also earned a Master in
Pharmaceutical Marking and Hospital Management at ESCP-Europe in Paris. While at TUSDM,
Valerie worked as a student teaching assistant in preclinical Fixed Prosthodontics and Operative
Dentistry. She co-founded and served as co-president of the African Diaspora United (ADU)
organization whose mission is to create a unified group of dental students connecting
intellectually, providing service to the community, and sharing cultural experiences. Valerie also
served as treasurer of the parent-student organization, was a member of HPSP, and participated
in numerous events such as Boston Marathon Tough Ruck and 5K DAV in honor of veterans.
Valerie is grateful to God for the guidance, strength and blessings she was given to overcome
many trials and tribulations. With highest regard, Valerie acknowledges the unconditional
support and guidance of Dr. Javotte Nancy for instilling within her the unparalleled insights into
the art of dentistry. She also expresses greatest appreciation, and is forever grateful to Drs.
Hendrick Tabue Tafo and Elodie Epane for believing in her, guiding her and motivating her to
embrace her dental journey.
Valerie gives special thanks and appreciation to Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Robert Kasberg
and Ronald Perry, for the opportunity to be part of Tufts family and achieve her dream. She also
expresses gratitude to her mentor, Dr. Linda Marinello; her Practice Coordinators Drs. Alan
Epstein, Mark Caddell, Mary Karish; as well as Dr. Ruby Ghaffari for their constant support,
wisdom and guidance. Valerie expresses heartfelt appreciation to the faculty who shared their
knowledge and provided exceptional academic and clinical training, especially Drs. Marcelo
Suzuki, Francois Fisselier, Rocio Saavedra, Steven Eisen, Richard Doff, Huda Stipho, Christina
Pastan, Thaisa Bordin, Ronald Davitt, James Theodore, Duangkamol Blankenship, Henry Talberth, Ala Ali, Hanna Bae, Peter Arsenault, Kanchan
Ganda, Charles Rankin, Kerith Rankin, Elinor Alon, Steven Kaminsky, Steven Rubin, and Robert Amato. In addition, Valerie is grateful to Paula
Callahan, Renald Joseph, Marcaine, Tafta, Lindsay Robinson, Aeron Luy, Stacy, Patti Casey, Cristal, Natasha, Flavio, the radiology, dispensary and
the office of Academic Affairs for their support and positive impact on her learning experience.
Valerie is forever grateful to her parents, brothers and sisters for their unconditional love and always believing in her. She expresses sincerest
appreciation and gratitude to all her lovely friends who were her cheerleaders and provided support, encouragement, and motivation.
None of this would be possible without the unwavering love and encouragement of Valerie’s husband, Armel Kouassi who made this journey a
family priority and provided her with tremendous support. Valerie gives heartfelt thanks to her three amazing and strong daughters Matiya,
Alexiane and Camille for their endless love, patience and understanding. They are Valerie’s inspiration and motivation. Many sacrifices were
made to make her dream a reality.
Lastly, Valerie gratefully dedicates her D.M.D. degree to her father and rock, Francois Bouhom.
Following graduation, Valerie will work in private practice in Connecticut. “Congratulations 2020 friends and classmates. We made it!”
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Stefane Bourguignon, D2020
Stefane’s dental journey began in 2006 when she joined the dental assisting program at
Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School in Fall River, MA. There, with the support
of faculty and friends, Stefane’s ambition for dentistry grew. As a dental assistant, Stefane
was able to see dentistry from a different perspective and was mentored by dentists who
encouraged her to follow her goal of becoming one. While working as a dental assistant,
Stefane earned a Bachelor’s degree in Biology at University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.
After many struggles, Stefane was accepted into the DMD program at TUSDM. At Tufts,
Stefane was a recipient of the Hunter-Gould Family Scholarship.
Stefane would like to thank the many people who encouraged and supported her
throughout the rollercoaster ride that is dental school. She is especially grateful to her
longtime friend, Fernanda Becker-Cabral, a D19 TUSDM alumnae, who put a smile on her
face and always made time for coffee breaks during their busy schedules. Stefane is also
grateful for the friends she made at TUSDM, who worked side-by-side helping each other
with projects or pushing each other to study, especially Thais Antunes and Ruby Wagimin.
In addition, Stefane is grateful to the faculty who encouraged her to be critical and always
improve all aspects of her dental and personal skills, particularly Drs. Richard Doff, Alan
Epstein, Mary Karish, and Mark Caddell.
Lastly, Stefane would like to thank her fiancé, Helio Matos, her mother Erli Bourguignon,
and her sisters, Michele Pimentel and Bianca Greene, who listened to her when she needed
them, supported her in all aspects of her life, and made this adventure truly worth it.
After graduation, Stefane plans to work in Warwick, Rhode Island as an associate dentist.

Kristin Marie Bradley, D2020
Kristin grew up in Maynard, Massachusetts, and received a B.S. degree in Biology and
Spanish from Tufts University in 2013. Before matriculating at TUSDM, Kristin spent three
years working on a dental public health research project at Boston University Henry M.
Goldman School of Dental Medicine. She is currently working on a Master’s in Public
Health from Tufts though the dual degree DMD/MPH program.
During her time at TUSDM, Kristin was excited to receive a Merit Scholarship for the 20192020 academic year and to make the Dean’s List for the 2016-2017 and 2018-2019
academic years. She was also a recipient of the Dr. Frederick A. Romberg A26, D29
Endowed Scholarship Fund. Kristin was fortunate to be involved in many extracurricular
activities and served on the Tufts E-boards of the American Association of Public Health
Dentists and the American Association of Women Dentists. Outside of TUSDM, Kristin
enjoyed volunteering each year at the mile 10 Tufts-staffed hydration station of the Boston
Marathon as well as interviewing applicants to the College of Arts & Sciences.
Many of the highlights of Kristin’s dental career come from the opportunities she had to
combine her interests in dentistry and public health. In first year, Kristin was part of the
Health Literacy Intensive. In May 2019, Kristin participated in the Peru global servicelearning trip, where she was able to provide dental care in a remote area of the country
alongside TUSDM students and faculty. She also gained firsthand knowledge serving as a
language interpreter in a clinical setting as well as building sustainable healthcare
programs. Another highlight was the five weeks spent on externship in Tampa working at
the Tampa Family Health Centers and experiencing a community health center first-hand.
Kristin would like to thank all the faculty and staff who help keep Group Practice Dorchester running, including Practice Coordinators, Drs.
Richard Harold, Edward Fidrocki, and Theano Eliopoulos, as well as the DPAs, dispensary staff, dental assistants, and front desk staff.
Kristin would also like to thank the community that supported her, including her classmates, friends, and neighbors in and outside of
Boston. Kristin extends special thanks to her family for all their support and free meals during these past four years, especially her
parents, sisters, grandma, aunt, and uncles.
After graduation, Kristin plans to practice while finishing up MPH degree. She looks forward to a career where she can combine her
clinical knowledge with her interest in public health.
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Robert T. Brookings, D2020
Robert (Robby) was born and raised in Bangor, Maine. He graduated with a B.S. degree in
Biomedical Science: Med/Vet Science from the University of New Hampshire in 2016.
While at TUSDM, Robby was involved in clubs and community service activities, including
serving as class Community Service Representative for two years. During that time, Robby
helped bring the Lessons in a Lunchbox Dental Program to the Mario Umana School in East
Boston as well as organized other community service opportunities. Robby served as a
Clinical TA for Group Practice Fairfield and used his love for teaching and clinical
knowledge to aid classmates and underclassman during tough procedures, solve Axium
mysteries, and be a friendly face during stressful times. Robby was also a gracious
recipient of the Northeast Delta Dental and Alva S. Appleby Scholarships from 2017-19.
Robby’s lasting memories of Tufts include long days and nights in the Library or Pre-Clin
with his study group, creating strong friendships with fellow classmates (and now fellow
professionals), and gaining clinical skills and knowledge underneath the superb tutelage
of the clinical professors.
Robby would like to thank Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Ronald Davitt,
Colette Catalino, and Jennifer Lipiec, for fine-tuning his diagnostic skills and teaching him
about the human side of Dentistry. He also thanks DPAs Julie Fleck and Denise Tran for
dealing with the students and patients with grace and warmth as well as Patti Casey for
making the clinic and lab a welcome place for students to learn and grow. In addition,
Robby is grateful to numerous faulty members including Drs. Duangkamol Blankenship,
Francois Fisselier, Tanya Wright, Hadi Gholami, Thaisa Bordin, Hanna Bae, Yo-Wei Chen,
Anthony Paolucci, as well as Louise Paolucci. The support and mutual respect Robby felt
from and for each of them will set a high standard for future colleagues in his career.
Robby would like to thank his parents, Rob and Denise, for instilling in him a drive to help others and for not pushing him into Dentistry,
but letting him find his own way. Robby also thanks his sisters, Emily and Maddie, for understanding that even though he doesn’t always
answer their texts, he still loves them.
Robby gives special thanks to Susan Harvey who remembers the things he forgets, has been by his side during the highs and lows, and
supported him in every single way during these long four years. “Thank you for making me laugh, with you, at you, and at myself. I am so
very excited to see what our future holds.”
Robby congratulates his fellow classmates on reaching a huge milestone in their careers. They will all forever be the TUSDM Class of 2020
and Robby knows they will help shape the dental landscape with the skills learned from Tufts, the compassion they share for each other,
and their drive to change the future.
After graduation, Robby will join his father, Robert L. Brookings, D88, and mother, Denise T. Brookings at their family practice in Bangor,
Maine, following in the footsteps of his father and grandfather, Dr. John W. Brookings, D53.

Rachelle Cadet, D2020
Rachelle was born in Brooklyn, NY and grew up in Wheatley Heights, NY. She graduated
from Columbia University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathematics in 2014. Before
enrolling in dental school, Rachelle worked as an assistant teacher and earned her Master
of Science degree in Oral Health Sciences at Boston University in 2016.
During dental school, Rachelle performed research titled “Awareness and Knowledge Base
of Silver Diamine Fluoride Among General Dental Practitioners” with principal investigator
Dr. Melissa Ing. She was also a team leader at Mini Med School, a STEM initiative held at
the Museum of Science. In addition, Rachelle was awarded a Merit Scholarship in 2016.
One of Rachelle’s proudest dental school moments was winning second place in the first
annual Dental Fest alongside her team, the Tooth Fairies.
Rachelle would like to thank her parents, Gilberte and Eddy, for their love, dedication and
endless support. She would also like to thank her sister Vanessa, cousins Tami and
Tanisha, and her family and friends for always being there for her. Rachelle is grateful for
her church family, the Christians in Boston, for their encouragement and for making Boston
a home. Lastly, Rachelle would like to thank the lifelong friends she made at TUSDM for the
memories, laughs, help, and constant support.
Rachelle expresses appreciation and thanks to all the faculty and staff at TUSDM for their
extraordinary support, patience and guidance in her development as a better clinician. She
is especially thankful to her Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach,
Alberto Sarmiento, and Olympia Karacosta, as well as Dr. Boris Bacanurschi, Dr. Aidee
Herman, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, her PRAs Tommy Rivera, Jackie Kulas, Valerie DiStefano, her PRC Sarita Hampton, and dispensary staff,
Lindita, and Berthine Paul. In addition, Rachelle extends extra gratitude to her mentor, Dr. Melissa Ing, who has been a great role model,
always showed a special interest in her since operative dentistry, never gave up on her, and continues to inspire her. Rachelle would also
like to thank Dr. Ronald Davitt for always being very encouraging and ready to lend a listening ear.
After graduation, Rachelle will return to New York for a General Practice Residency at Harlem Hospital Center.
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Erik P. Cadra, D2020
Erik earned a B.S. degree in Recreation Management from California State University, Chico
in 2012 as well as an M.S. degree in Biomedical Science from Barry University in 2016.
Erik thoroughly enjoyed his time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. From the
late nights studying with his friends to the clinical experiences with colleagues, faculty,
and staff; all the highs and lows in between were well worth it in the end. While at Tufts,
Erik conducted an original research study surveying Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons to
investigate existing relationships between musculoskeletal disorders and their preferred
operating methods (sitting vs standing). Erik was also a participating member of the Delta
Sigma Delta dental fraternity throughout the duration of his tenure at the school. In
addition, during the clinical phase of his education, Erik served as a Clinic Liaison for the
second floor.
After graduation, Erik will be attending a one-year Advanced Education in General Dentistry
program at Fenway Health through NYU Langone He is also engaged to be wed to his
Fiancé, Meredith Parry, shortly after graduation on June 20, 2020. After residency, Erik
hopes to work as an associate for a few years before either buying into or starting his own
General Dentistry private practice.
Erik would like to give special thanks to both of his parents for their support and guidance
in his returning to school to pursue a dental career. He would also like to thank his Fiancé,
Meredith Parry, for her motivation, patience and support with his journey through dental
school and a long-distance relationship. Erik additionally thanks all of the professors,
faculty and friends who helped him through the obstacles of school and made this
challenge a great experience. Erik looks forward to the career path ahead of him and hopes
to keep all professional and personal relationships he created at Tufts for many years to
come.

Christian F. Carcione, D2020
Christian was raised in Franklin Lakes, New Jersey. He earned his B.A. degree with a major
in Political Science and a minor in History from Swarthmore College in 2014. Prior to
entering dental school, Christian also earned a Masters in Biomedical Science degree from
Rutgers University in 2015 and worked for a year at SL Green Realty Corp in NYC to help pay
for his dental school education.
Christian would like to thank all of the amazing Tufts faculty and staff who assisted him
and contributed greatly to his education. He particularly thanks his Group Dorchester
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos, and Richard Harold, for
their support and guidance. Christian would also like to thank Drs. William Lobel, Pilar
Sanchez, Khaled Shaikhi, Nitu Singh, and William Sylvia. Their willingness to go out of
their way to help and give useful advice, discuss cases, and most importantly, their overall
kindness and compassion, will be remembered and appreciated by him throughout his
dental career.
There are a number of people without whom Christian’s lifelong journey to become a
dentist would not have been possible. He would like to thank his brothers, Jonathan and
Adam, for always being the best friends to hang out with whenever dental school stress
and work piled up. Christian would like to thank his grandmother, Nonna, for her everpresent support, love, and willingness to share either a word of encouragement or
invaluable advice. Christian would also like to thank his grandfather, Nonno, who passed
away before he began dental school, for his love, inspiration, and the cherished memories
together that Christian will carry with him the rest of this life. In addition, Christian
especially thanks his fiancé, Jenna, for her unconditional love and support and being there
for him every single day. He cannot wait to start the rest of their lives together!
Most importantly, Christian would like to dedicate his degree to his parents. There is no one who has shaped his life more than they
have. From a young age Christian was instilled with principled morals, taught valuable life lessons, and told to shoot for the stars in
anything he did. His parents have been there for him every step of the way and sacrificed to make sure he and his brothers were taken
care of and given every opportunity in life. Throughout dental school, Christian’s mother and father have been his anchor and he cannot
express how grateful he is for everything they have done and continue to do for him. He will forever be appreciative and grateful for their
love and guidance.
After graduation, Christian will be moving back to New Jersey to continue his dental career and education in a one-year General Practice
Residency at Rutgers School of Dental Medicine.

Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 24

.

Dasny Stephany Castillo, D2020
Dasny was raised in Yonkers, NY. She graduated with a B.S. degree in Biology and a minor
in Chemistry from Manhattan College in 2016. She then became the first member of her
family to pursue a doctorate degree as a dentist at Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine. At Tufts, Dasny was a recipient of the General Dental Scholarship.
Dasny is very thankful to all of the faculty and staff at Tufts who taught her and gave her
the foundation to sharpen her skills in the dental profession. She would like to thank her
Practice Coordinators, Dr. Mark Caddell, Dr. Alan Epstein and Dr. Mary Karish, for their
guidance and understanding while she practiced in the clinic. With their guidance and
support, Dasny gained a profound clinical experience as well as the confidence and
encouragement to believe in her skills and the knowledge to treat patients in the best
manner. Dasny would also like to thank Flavio Ferreira, Aeron Luy, Lindsey Robinson, and
Sidney Lu for all of their hard work and the long hours they put in behind the scenes to
make sure that everything within the clinic functions properly for all of the students. In
addition, Dasny is extremely grateful to all of the classmates and close friends she made at
Tufts who allowed her to overcome the hardships of dental school and also feel that she
created deep bonds that will forever be cherished.
Dasny is especially grateful to her parents, Dasny Janneth Castillo and David Castillo, and
her brother Michael Castillo, for all of their love, encouragement, and support throughout
her life which led her to be the person she is now. She is also very thankful to her
boyfriend, Alberto Beltran, whose love and endless support helped her stay focused and
motivated throughout her journey. Lastly, Dasny thanks all of the close friends she made
prior to dental school whose friendship and immense encouragement always kept her
spirited and prepared to face any difficulties.
After graduation, Dasny will begin her General Practice Residency at Montefiore Medical
Center in Bronx, New York where she will further expand her education and skills and
continue her dental career.

Matthew Chan, D2020
Matthew grew up in Plant City, Florida and attended the University of Florida, where he
earned a B.S. degree in Microbiology and Cell Science in 2012. He then continued his
education at the University of Florida, earning a Master of Public Health degree with a
concentration in Public Health Management and Policy in 2015. During this time, Matthew
learned the true value and impact on the population, which further supported his pursuit
of dentistry.
While at Tufts, Matthew was a recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship. He was actively
involved with the Global Service-Learning Program and led annual trips to Haiti and the
Dominican Republic as a member of Dentists for Humanity. He would like to give thanks to
Dr. John Morgan, Dr. Soo-Won Kim, and Dr. Carol Yun for their guidance throughout the
service trips as well as reinforcing his passion for dentistry and the importance of giving
back and helping those truly in need. Matthew also served as a student Teaching Assistant
in the Radiology Department and would like to thank Dr. Hugo Campos, Dr. Rumpa
Ganguly, Gina, Emily, Iolanda, Maria, Jackie, and Anita for their priceless lessons and
advice on life, radiology, and dentistry. As someone who learned much from the
upperclassman and faculty, he wants to pass down the knowledge and techniques he
obtained through the years.
Matthew would like to express his greatest appreciation to the Tufts faculty, especially his
Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr. Alex Miele, and Dr. Denisa Stasa. He cannot thank
them enough for their mentorship and wisdom and hopes to make them proud in his future
endeavors. Matthew would also like to give recognition to his clinical and didactic
instructors, Dr. BiNa Oh, Dr. Nitu Singh, Dr. William Lobel, Dr. Kanchan Ganda, Dr. James Theodore, Dr. Steven Rubin, and others who
guided and helped him to hone his skills in providing comprehensive care. In addition, Matthew is grateful to his DPAs Tangy Person and
Romell Madison, Matilda, and the 3rd floor dispensary staff for making clinic run smoothly and be fun through the long weeks.
Matthew would like to give gratitude to his parents, Matthew and Ginny Chan, and his older sisters, Theresa and Christine, for their
unwavering support, love, and pushing him to be the best version of himself. Lastly, Matthew would like to give a huge thanks to his
classmates and friends who made dental school as memorable and amazing as it was. He wishes the best for his fellow classmates and
cannot wait to see how they all grow as professionals. As they say, “the best ships are friendships.”
After graduation, Matthew plans to take his learnings back to Florida and work as an associate dentist in the Tampa area.
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Monica Cheng, D2020
Monica grew up in Los Altos, California and graduated from Homestead High School in
2012. She then earned a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences from the University of the
Pacific in 2015.
While at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Monica had the pleasure of being a
student teaching assistant for Group Practice Back Bay. She also served as President of the
Asian Dental Organization as well as Lunch and Learn Director of the Head and Neck Cancer
Organization during her 3rd year. Monica was thankful to have been awarded a Tufts Merit
Scholarship and to earn recognition on the Dean’s List.
Monica would like to give special thanks to the many individuals who helped shape her as
a clinician and person. She gives the greatest thanks to her wonderful family, her mother
Rachel Cheng, her father Stephen Cheng, her brother Ryan Cheng, and her aunt Grace
Cheng, for their unwavering support and belief in her dream to become a dentist despite
all of the mistakes and obstacles. Monica would also like to congratulate and thank many
of her classmates and lifelong friends. She is grateful to the Glass Room Buddies and
would not have survived all the exams and all-nighters without their support and
friendship. She will always look back at their times together fondly. Monica would also like
to give a shout out to her Back Bay friends for their constant encouragement and
teamwork, “thanks for helping each other graduate!” Monica is especially grateful for her
Back Bay Practice Coordinators, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos,
and Dr. Eduardo Olegario, for teaching her to always strive for excellence as a clinician. She
also could not have graduated without the 2nd floor staff, Caitlin Lu, Jimmy Nguyen, Juan
Catano, Alyx Ortiz, Jessica Cardona, and many more. Monica gives special thanks to Dr. Jongil Park, Dr. Katerina Paraskevopoulou, and Dr.
Melissa Ing for teaching her all she knows about prosthodontics, periodontology, and operative dentistry. In addition, Monica gives a
collective thank you to all of the faculty who helped teach her throughout her time at Tufts.
Upon graduation, Monica plans to practice as a general dentist in Massachusetts.

Airy Choi, D2020
Airy was born in Takoma Park, Maryland and raised in New Orleans, Louisiana She earned
a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences from Louisiana State University in 2013 and an M.S
degree in Medical Sciences from Mississippi College in 2015.
During her four years at Tufts, Airy served as the elected American Student Dental
Association (ASDA) representative for her class. Fueled by her passion for organized
dentistry, Airy made sure that opportunities, resources, and events were constantly
created and readily available to the whole student body through the ASDA platform
including advocacy, wellness, career planning, community service, leadership
development, and social events. Airy was also active in ASDA District 1, where she worked
closely with five other New England dental schools and served as the Fundraising Chair
and on the Presidential Council from 2017-2020.
Graduating as the first dentist in her family, Airy would not be where she is today without
her support network. She would like to thank her mom and dad for always giving her the
best in everything they could and her brother, Phillip Choi, for all of his love and support.
Airy is also grateful to her partner, Daniel Larouche, for always standing by her side and
being supportive of all of her dreams, as well as her future mother-in-law, Jenny Simon,
and sister-in law, Kim Adams, for their unwavering amount of love and encouragement.
Airy is grateful for the many lasting friendships she formed during her time at Tufts,
particularly Lam Vo, Stevie Le, Matt Chan, Chris Jung, Husein Barodawalla, Justin Chow,
Matt Lee, Kevin Hua, Alex Joseph, Kirtana Patel, Anna Lam, Ruby Wagimin, Albert Kim,
Randy To, Ericka Gray, Allie Penta, Deepa Patel, Matt Shachat, Adi and Idan Davidyan,
Keith Nguyen, Brent Mullen, Finn Evans, Dr. Agatha Kao, D18 and Dr. Jackie Liu, D19.
Airy would like to especially thank the following Tufts faculty and staff: Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mark Caddell, Dr. Mary Karish, Dr. Richard
Doff, Dr. Yo-Wei Chen, Dr. Mary Marefat, Dr. Henry Talberth, Dr. Hanna Bae, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Duangkamol Blakenship, Dr. Mariam
Margvelashvili, Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Huda Stipho, Dr. Dong-Woo Park, Dr. Steven Eisen, Dr. Peter Arsenault, Dr. Daniel Lee, Dr. James
Theodore, Dr. Louis Rissin, Dr. Charles Rankin, Dr. Steven Rubin, Dr. Sheldon Sullaway, Dr. Stephany Cordero, Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. Hugo
Campos, Dr. Kathryn Ragalis, Dr. Michael Thompson, Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. Nadeem Karimbux; as well as Karen Alexander, Gillian
Anzivino, Patti Casey, Flavio Ferreira, Lindsey Robinson, Sidney Lu, Aeron Luy, Natasha Blake, Cristal Heredia, Dainya Hannan, and all of
the dispensary, radiology, and cleaning staff.
Following graduation, Airy will begin her career as an associate dentist with Aspen Dental in the Dallas, Fort Worth area in Texas.
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Alex Choi, D2020
Alex was born in South Korea and moved to Ridgewood, New Jersey when he was 12 years
old. He attended Boston University and graduated with a B.A. degree in Biology and
Chemistry in 2009. Alex then received an M.S. degree from Rutgers University Graduate
School of Biomedical Science before attending Tufts. While at Tufts, Alex received a Merit
Scholarship and was on the Dean’s List. He also had the pleasure of serving as an
academic tutor for D21 students.
Alex would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the entire Tufts faculty,
staff, and administration for their support, direction, and patience. He extends particular
gratitude to Drs. Ronald Davitt, Thomas Cleary, Peter Arsenault, Steven Kaminsky, Kwang
Min Park, Mary Marefat, Joey Chang, and Steven Rubin, for their mentorship throughout his
journey at Tufts. Alex would also like to show gratitude to the Group Practice DPAs, Julie
Fleck and Denise Tran, for their hard work for Group Practice Fairfield. In addition, Alex
would like to thank his Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly and Ilenia Gonzalez
Gusmao, for helping him become the clinician he is today.
Most importantly, Alex would like to thank his parents, and sister, Wendy, for their endless
support, belief and unconditional love.
After graduation, Alex will begin a General Practice Residency at the Lincoln Medical Center
in Bronx, New York.

Justin Chow, D2020
Justin grew up in Wellesley, Massachusetts and earned a B.S. degree in Nutrition and
Public Health from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst in 2016.
While at Tufts, Justin was fortunate to work alongside fellow classmates, Alex Schneider,
Husein Barodawalla, and Lam Vo during his five-week externship at the Winslow Indian
Health Care Center in Arizona. The externship gave him insight into the Native American
culture as well as the importance of oral health education. The attendings, residents, staff,
and patients provided Justin with valuable lessons that he will carry into his career. Justin is
also forever grateful for the memories and experiences he shared with his Arizona family.
Justin is thankful for his time at Tufts and the countless experiences and wonderful
relationships he developed. Justin would first like to thank Dr. Cara L. Donely for sparking
his interest in dentistry. He would also like to thank Dr. Femina Ali, D97, and Dr. Ejaz Ali,
D82 for being exceptional pre-dental mentors who provided him with the guidance and
encouragement to pursue a career in dentistry. Justin is additionally grateful to Ligelia
(Alyx) Ortiz, Jimmy Nguyen, Caitlin Lu, Juan Catano, and Jessica Cardona, for their neverending commitment and support at the front desk and administrative positions. He would
like to thank all the faculty and staff for their dedication to teaching and for shaping him
into the clinician he has become. Justin especially thanks his Group Practice Back Bay
Coordinators, Drs. David Leader, Michael McQueen, Armond Enos, and Eduardo Olegario,
for their infinite wisdom, guidance, and mentorship.
Justin could not have made it through school without his closest friends, Airy Choi, Albert
Kim, Anna Lam, Anna Takos, Chris Jung, David Comstock, David Powers, Husein
Barodawalla, Kevin Hua, Lam Vo, Matthew Chan, Randy To, Ruby Wagimin, Steven Le, and Teresa Huynh. Justin will never forget the
memories shared among this group of people and is excited to continue developing his relationships with them as friends and colleagues
in the dental profession. Justin would like to thank his best friend Anh Dam for her love, positivity, and encouragement throughout dental
school. He wishes to provide the same care and commitment for her as she begins her journey into the dental profession.
Justin would also like to thank his extended family and friends for their unwavering long distance loyalty and encouragement.
Above all, Justin would like to express gratitude to his parents, Marie and David Chow, for their sacrifices and continuous support
throughout his dental school journey; as well as his siblings, Alyssa and Jonathan, for their friendship and unconditional love. Without
their guidance, Justin would not be where he is today and he is eternally grateful.
Lastly, Justin would like to thank the D20 class for being such a fun and positive group of people. “Congrats class of 2020! We finally
know how to Burnish!”
After graduation, Justin will be working as an associate at Aspen Dental in Portland, Maine.
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Melanie Chu, D2020
Melanie was born in Vietnam and raised in Indianapolis, Indiana. She earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Biology from Indiana University Bloomington as well as a Master of Science
degree in Biology from Indiana University - Purdue University Indianapolis. Melanie’s love
for making art led her to the field of dentistry.
Melanie feels fortunate to have attended Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. While
at Tufts, she participated in a Global Service-Learning trip to Peru that heightened her
passion for providing community service to underserved areas. This passion was instilled in
her since childhood and is something that she plans to continue throughout her life.
Melanie is extremely grateful for the friends she met during dental school who provided her
with the best memories. She would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alberto
Sarmiento, Olympia Karacosta, and Karen Wallach. Melanie would also like to thank her
DPAs and everyone in the dispensary and radiology departments for their commitment and
support.
Most importantly, Melanie would like to thank her parents, Trinh Chu and Kathy Vu, for their
unconditional love and support. Melanie is also extremely appreciative for her brother,
Kevin Chu, her cousin, Elizabeth Nguyen, as well as her entire immediate family for their
encouragement. This dental school dream could not have been fulfilled without her family.
In addition, Melanie would like to thank all her friends for being there for her throughout
this journey. The limitless support and love from Melanie’s friends and family are
appreciated more than she can express in words.
Melanie is proud to be a part of the D20 class and wishes her classmates the best in all of
their future endeavors. After graduation, Melanie plans to work as a general dentist in Colorado.

Lindsey Chun, D2020
Lindsey was born and raised in Maryland. She graduated from the University of Maryland,
College Park with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Neurobiology and Physiology and a
Minor in Human Development in 2015. Following graduation, Lindsey moved to Boston,
Massachusetts to pursue her Masters in Biomedical Sciences at Tufts University. She then
continued her education at Tufts and entered Dental School in 2016.
While at Tufts, Lindsey was a member of the American Student Dental Association. She
served on the executive board of the local chapter as part of the Fundraising Committee for
three years. Lindsey was also involved in mentoring students through Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Massachusetts Bay. She enjoyed mentoring her mentee through ninth and tenth
grade and watching her transition into becoming an upperclassman. During her fourth
year, Lindsey became a student Teaching Assistant for the Radiology Department and
experienced the joys of teaching and building relationships with other students, Dr. Hugo
Campos, and the Radiology Technicians.
Lindsey would like to express gratitude and thanks to her parents, Dr. John Chun and
Tiffany Chun. Without their love and support, she would not be where she is today. Lindsey
would also like to thank her siblings, Connor and Erica Chun. In addition, she thanks her
Grandmothers, June Chun and Sun Im Song and her Aunt, Uncle and cousin, Dr. Sue ChunRiley, Dan Riley, and Andrew Riley, for their continued support throughout dental school.
Lindsey would also like to extend a thank you to all of her friends who cheered her on no
matter how far or close they were.
Lindsey would like to extend a huge thank you to the faculty, staff and administration. She gives special thanks to her Group Charlestown
Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele and Denisa Stasa, for their life long lessons in the clinic. Lindsey would also like to
thank Drs. Nitu Singh, BiNa Oh and Colette Catalino for their mentorship and guidance. In addition, Lindsey is grateful to her DPAs, Tangy
Person and Romell Madison, for always being helpful and coordinating the busy days in the clinic. Her journey throughout dental school
would not have been possible without each and every one of their encouraging words and guidance.
After graduation, Lindsey will be attending a General Practice Residency at Flushing Hospital Medical Center to continue her
dental career.
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Lauren J. Cohen, D2020
Lauren grew up in the coastal town of Marblehead, MA. She received her B.A. degree in
Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psychology with a minor in Children’s Studies from Washington
University in St. Louis in 2015. After her time in the Midwest, Lauren was excited to pursue
her dental career at Tufts closer to her family (and the ocean).
While at Tufts, Lauren was involved in a number of activities. She really enjoyed her time as
a student teaching assistant (TA) for the Medicine II and Operative Dentistry courses as
well as being a clinical TA in Group Practice Dorchester. Having the opportunity to help
other students succeed academically and clinically was incredibly rewarding for her.
Additionally, Lauren was involved with the admissions department since her second year,
spending many mornings conducting tours and many lunches leading interviews for the
prospective students. Lauren also appreciated her time being involved in the American
Association of Women Dentists, Endodontic Honors Program, and Tufts Dental Hillel.
Lauren excelled throughout dental school as a Dean’s List honoree and recipient of Merit
Scholarships each year, ultimately graduating ranked first in her class.
Lauren would not have seen the success that she did throughout dental school without her
amazing support system. First and foremost, Lauren would like to thank her parents, Barry
and Caryn Cohen. As members of the dental field themselves, her parents were truly able
to understand the hard work she put into her academics and patient care. Lauren also
thanks her brothers and sister-in-laws, Matthew, Barbara, Jason, and Emily, for finally
acknowledging that she has been and always will be the favorite child.
Lauren was lucky enough to find a truly special group of friends at Tufts who will be an integral part of her life for many years to come. She
gives many thanks to the faculty and staff who made these last four years possible, particularly her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Richard
Harold, Edward Fidrocki, and Theano Eliopoulos, whose continuous patience, guidance, and mentorship were invaluable to her dental
education. Lauren also thanks Drs. Robert Amato, Samah Bukhari, and the rest of the faculty and residents in the endodontic department
for helping her discover her passion and welcoming her so warmly to the eleventh floor to begin her endodontic residency at Tufts next
year. Lauren is grateful to Drs. Judith Goldstein, Kanchan Ganda, Maria Avrampou and Jan Rozen, as well as Natalie Hagel and Gillian
Anzivino who each played important roles in her dental school journey. She also thanks the DPAs, dispensary staff, front desk staff, and
dental assistants who kept the clinic floor running smoothly.
Lastly, Lauren gives a huge thank you to an honorary member of the D20 class, her fiancé Sam Andler. Although not an enrolled student,
Sam could probably pass the boards given the amount of time he spent quizzing her for exams and being her patient. Lauren is incredibly
grateful for his unwavering support and encouragement, along with his excellent cooking and cleaning skills, and she is proud to become
Dr. Andler at their wedding one week after graduation.

David G. Comstock, D2020
David was born in Franklin, Indiana and raised both there and in Cochranville, which is
another small farming town in Pennsylvania. David’s family moved often when he and his
siblings were young, but he considers Indiana his home. David graduated from Franklin
College with a B.A. degree in Biology in 2015 and then completed a M.S. degree at IUPUI in
Indianapolis the following year. David always enjoyed visiting the dentist as a child and
this joy increased as he underwent orthodontic treatment. David’s interests in science,
healthcare, and the creative biomechanics of shaping one’s smile inspired him to begin a
career in dentistry.
While at Tufts, David was very involved in research and actively worked on four different
projects, one of which he presented at the IADR conference in March 2020. David was
awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship each year for academic achievement and was Vice
President of the Orthodontics Club. David was also involved in several different volunteer
services for the Boston community. He especially enjoyed the Give Kids A Smile event and
helping out with the New England Center and Home for Veterans each year.
At the beginning of his fourth year, David completed a 5-week externship providing quality
dental care to an underserved Navajo Nation population in Winslow, Arizona. This
community outreach greatly impacted him since being part of a small community is how he
grew up and giving back is something he wants to continue to do as a dental professional
in the future. David also enjoyed working as a clinical student teaching assistant where he
had the opportunity to assist peers in the pre-clinic and clinic as well as interview
prospective DMD candidates.
David would like to extend his warmest gratitude to the many faculty, staff, and fellow classmates who provided him tremendous support
and guidance during his time at Tufts. In particular, he thanks his Practice Coordinators; Dr. David Leader, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr.
Armond Enos, and Dr. Eduardo Olegario for making his clinical experience one full of growth, learning, and compassion. David would also
like to thank Dr. Melissa Ing for reaching out as a mentor for research and working closely beside him for a majority of his time at Tufts.
David would like to sincerely thank Associate Dean Robert Kasberg for helping make his dream of becoming a dentist come true and
never giving up on him. David was fortunate to make incredible friends at Tufts, who he is forever grateful for and will cherish these
friendships moving forward. Lastly, David would like to thank his family and fiancée back home who gave him unrelenting love and
support and stuck through the long-distance with him for all four years.
After graduation, David will pursue a career in orthodontics, starting his residency at Indiana University in the summer of 2020.
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Stephany M. Cordero Andujar, DI Faculty 2020
Dr. Cordero earned a D.M.D. degree from Universidad Nacional Pedro Henriquez Ureña
(UNPHU) Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic in 2011. She then moved to Boston to
attend the Advanced Education in Esthetic and Operative Dentistry (AEEOD) program at
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine which she completed in 2012. After completing
the program, Dr. Cordero considered the possibility of staying at Tufts to pursue a career in
teaching and volunteered as a clinical instructor in the AEEOD department from 20142016. In 2016, Dr. Cordero started a full-time position in the Operative Division of the
Department of Comprehensive Care as well as teaching part-time in the AEEOD program.
Since she began teaching at Tufts, Dr. Cordero has been involved in mission trips held at
UNPHU in the Dominican Republic; joined several committees; and has especially enjoyed
spending time with students during clinical instruction. Dr. Cordero has felt immense
gratification from being part of so many dental students’ journeys and helping them to
develop their skills and knowledge of dentistry and patient management. After
graduation, Dr. Cordero plans to stay in Boston and teach at Tufts as well as work in private
practice.
Dr. Cordero would like to express gratitude to her colleagues and friends who have been
the most supportive and kind group of people in difficult moments and make coming to
work fun and exciting. She also gives special thanks to her Mother and Father-in-Law,
Nemat and Moataz, for their support; her brothers, Rogelio and Cesar; and her parents
Rosemary and Rogelio. They all played a crucial role in her personal and professional
development; especially her father, Rogelio, whom she considers her biggest inspiration
to study dentistry.
Last, but not least, Dr. Cordero would like to say to her husband Khaled and son Omar “my
love for both of you is infinite. Thank you for your guidance and for motivating me to be a
better professional and person every day.”

Vendita S. Correia, D2020
Vendita was born and raised in Rhode Island. She graduated with a double major in
Biology and Sociology and a minor in Black Studies from Providence College in 2013.
During a year off, Vendita worked as a Mental Health Worker at Butler Hospital in
Providence, Rhode Island as well as interned for the Oral Health Program in the Rhode
Island Department of Health. During this internship, Vendita had the opportunity to travel
throughout the state helping to screen the oral health status of third grade students. This
was the time when Vendita identified an interest in helping to address the oral health
disparities in low-income areas. She went on to earn a Master’s degree in Medical Science
from Mississippi College in 2016. While living in Mississippi, Vendita worked as a Mental
Health Technician providing care for children with various developmental disabilities at
Batson Children’s Hospital in Jackson, Mississippi.
While at Tufts, Vendita was involved with the local chapter of the American Academy of
Developmental Medicine and Dentistry, serving as the Secretary and President. She also
organized outreach with the Nowell Leadership Academy in Providence, Rhode Island, to
help educate pregnant and parenting teens about oral health for themselves and their
children. Vendita was one of the founders of Autism Smiles Day, a day for helping children
with Autism become more comfortable in the dental setting. Vendita’s interest in interprofessional education helped her to organize a student group centered on improving the
communication between dentists and other healthcare professionals. She was also a
recipient of the Dr. William L. Wright, D’34 Endowed Scholarship Fund.
Vendita would like to extend utmost gratitude to Professor Kathy Dolan, Nancy Marks and
Drs. Martha Forero and Ellen Patterson, for their help and encouragement throughout all of her public health endeavors. She would also
like to thank Dr. Rocio Saavedra for continuing to nurture her interest in pediatric dentistry. In addition, Vendita would like to thank Drs.
Robert Kasberg, Ronald Davitt, Paul Trombly, Colette Catalino, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Frank DeCaro, Kanchan Ganda, Khaled Shaikhi,
Mahnaz Raissi, Alberto Lamberti, Maria Avrampou, Thaisa Bordin, Francois Fisselier, Yo-Wei Chen, Matthew Feeley, Thomas Cleary, Dean
Cohen, and Robert Amato, for their support, kindness, compassion, and care. She is also grateful to the first-floor front desk staff for
being the first welcoming faces at Tufts; Manny and Marcelo for always lending a hand; Paula Callahan, Patti Casey, as well as everyone
in radiology, dispensary, and housekeeping. Finally, Vendita would like to thank her committed patients who are part of the reason she
can call herself a dentist!
Vendita is blessed with a loving family who helped her every step of the way. She would like to thank her parents, siblings, and especially
Alma L. Correia, DMD, who helped encourage her to pursue dentistry, as well as Jonathan, Maddie and Mel, aunts and uncles,
grandparents, friends near and far, anyone who let Vendita stay close by before an exam, and the MBTA for getting her from Providence to
South Station on many days!
After graduation, Vendita plans to pursue a career in pediatric dentistry.
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Whitney Brooke Cramer, D2020
Whitney earned a B.A. degree in Criminal Justice with a minor in Biology and Chemistry
from Indiana University Bloomington in 2010. She then completed a B.S. degree in Biology
at the school in 2012 before enrolling into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
While at Tufts, Whitney worked as a tutor for the D23 Dental Anatomy class. She considers
her most memorable experience to be her clinical experience at the school as well as her
externship in Cape Cod. Whitney felt that the clinical portion of the Tufts curriculum is
where students get to apply all of the information they have been diligently studying for
years. She believes a lot of the growth towards becoming a professional is learned during
the two short years in clinic when students realize how far they have come in their
educational career. Whitney also looked forward to the patient interaction and
communication during each appointment. In addition, she felt that being on externship
gave her an insight of what practicing outside of the school would be like and she enjoyed
every minute.
Whitney participated in the Tufts 2019 Tough Ruck sponsored by the Boston Marathon.
That endeavor was a memorable experience for her as she joined classmates and earned a
Boston Marathon Medal. Whitney never had any pre-conceived plans to participate in a
marathon but with the push of a few good friends, she accomplished something she will
remember for a lifetime.
Upon graduation, Whitney plans to work as a general dentist in private practice. Ideally,
Whitney would like to get a job as an associate in the New England area with a long-term
goal to one day own her own practice.
Whitney would like to thank her parents, Daniel Sam Cramer and Rhonda Kindred, for the love and support they gave her throughout her
entire college career. She would also like to thank Michael Jones for always believing in her and sticking by her side even through the
tough times. Whitney also gives special thanks to Dr. Robert Kasberg for advising her early on in her college career and continuing to do
so all the way until the end of her academic career. Whitney would also like to thank all her family and friends who have given her words
of encouragement throughout these last four years. She gives a big thank you to all the staff and faculty at Tufts School of Dental
Medicine for everything they have done to help make it a wonderful experience. Lastly, Whitney would like to give special thanks for
everyone who helped her celebrate her achievements.

Rana Dabbagh, D2020
Rana graduated from Worcester State University with a B.S. degree in Biology in 2016.
While at Tufts, Rana volunteered at several pre-dental days, exposing prospective dental
students to the experiences and education they would receive at the school. Rana’s most
memorable academic experience was her Special Care Rotation Externship during which
she gained experience as well as learning how to provide dental care for patients with
physical and intellectual disabilities.
After graduation, Rana plans to move back to central Massachusetts and work with her
father as a general dentist in Worcester.
Rana would like to thank her family whose unconditional love and support have always
helped her achieve her goals and dreams.

Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 31

.

Christopher Anthony D’Amico, D2020
Chris grew up in Wayland, Massachusetts and attended Trinity College where he graduated
with a B.S. degree in Biology in 2016.
While at Tufts, Chris earned recognition on the Dean’s List each year and was awarded two
Merit Scholarships as well as the Dr. Lino Tiberi, D47, Family Scholarship. Chris was
selected to be a member of the clinical student Teaching Assistant Program which he
considers to be one of the most memorable and rewarding experiences of dental school.
Chris would like to thank his Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr.
Denisa Stasa, and Dr. David Paul, for all of their guidance and support. Chris would also
like to say thank you to Dr. Maria Avrampou, Dr. BiNa Oh, Dr. Judith Goldstein, Dr. James
Theodore and Dr. David Bardwell for helping him become the clinician he is today. In
addition, Chris would like to thank Romell Madison, Tangy Person and Patti Casey for
everything they do. Finally, Chris would like to extend his most sincere gratitude to Dr. Alex
Miele for all of his invaluable advice and mentorship.
Chris would like to say thank you to the lifelong friends he made at Tufts who kept him
sane both in Merritt and in the clinic. He looks forward to keeping in touch and seeing all of
the great things they will accomplish. Chris would also like to give a special thank you to
his girlfriend and best friend, Taylor Elias, D20, who he met during high school homeroom
ten years ago, for her love and support during the last four years. We finally did it!
Last, but certainly not least, Chris would like to thank his parents, Domenic and Noreen,
and his brothers Daniel and Andrew, for their love and unwavering faith. Chris would like to
thank his dad for handling the multiple roles of father, teacher, coach and mentor over the
last four years, and knowing when to take each position.
Following graduation, Chris is looking forward to fulfilling his lifelong dream and joining
his father in private practice in Watertown, Massachusetts.

Trish Ha Dang, D2020
Trish was born in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam and moved to the United States in 2004. She
graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from University of
Massachusetts, Boston. Prior to dental school, Trish discovered her love of dentistry and
passion to give back to underserved populations through her participation in the
Humanitarian Mission Trip in Vietnam with Dr. Dau Nguyen and the Dominican Republic
Global Service-learning trip with the Hispanic International Mission led by Dr. Aidee NietoHerman.
Trish is thankful for the exceptional academic and clinical training she received at Tufts.
She would like to thank to Drs. Marcelo Suzuki, Pilar Sanchez, Sheldon Yunes, and Judith
Goldstein, as well as her Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Alberto
Sarmiento, Olympia Karacosta and Shivani Patel. She thanks all of them for their
invaluable mentorship which shaped her into the clinician she is today.
Trish would like to express sincere gratitude to her mentor, Dr. Herman, for inspiring her to
become a better dentist every day and also guiding her in accomplishing a meaningful
research project about “Human Papillomavirus Vaccination Coverage and Its Potential
Impact on Oral Squamous Cell Carcinoma in the U.S. Hispanic Population” which was
presented at Greater New York Dental Meeting and awarded the Omicron Kappa Upsilon
Award for Public Health at the Tufts Bates Andrews Research Day.
Most importantly, Trish would like to especially thank to those who have had her back from
day one as she pursued her dental school journey, beginning with her parents, Xuan Ha
and Phung Dang; sister, AnhThu Dang; niece, Mila Nguyen, aunt and uncle, Thy and Minh Ha, and best friend, Hoang Nguyen. She is
forever grateful for their unconditional love, unwavering support, faith in her abilities, and providing her with an endless amount of
confidence and encouragement. All of them are the charming gardeners who make her soul blossom.
Lastly, she gives a big “thank you” to her closest friends, Alice Huang and Monica Cheng, with whom she has shared countless memories
from long nights of studying to weekend adventures and have always been there for her during tough times.
After graduation, Trish is excited to start the next chapter of her life and plans to practice general dentistry in Massachusetts.
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Ise M. d’Angelo, D2020
Ise earned a B.S. degree from Citadel Military College in 2015.

Nika Darabi, D2020
Nika was born and raised in Tehran, Iran. At the age of 18, Nika was awarded a scholarship
that presented her with the opportunity to pursue higher education in Canada. After two
years of studying social sciences, architecture, and theater, her family decided to move to
Oregon. Nika attended Portland State University and graduated as a dean’s list recipient
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.
While at Tufts, Nika was involved in multiple student organizations and was fortunate to
serve as a student teaching assistant for two basic science courses. Nika was also involved
in the implant selective program, which allowed her to obtain advanced training. During
her third year, she participated in a global service-learning trip to the Dominican Republic.
In addition, Nika conducted research studying the effects of Silver Diamine Fluoride on
Shear Bond Strength to dentin for three different restorative materials with Dr. Gerard
Kugel. In recognition of her academic excellence, Nika received a Merit Scholarship and
was also on the Dean’s List.
Nika would like to thank the Group Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Dr. Theano
Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, and Dr. Richard Harold. She would also like to thank Dr.
Hadi Gholami and her mentor, Dr. Ruby Ghaffari, for their patience, guidance and
mentorship.
Nika would like to thank her late father, Mehran, mother, Sharis, as well as her lovely
grandmother, Maman Mahin, for their undying support and love. She would also like to
thank her sister for being such an amazing role model, answering her calls five times a day
every day, and helping her to solve every crisis and obstacle with unconditional support. Nika is grateful to her aunt and uncle, Ame Goli
and Amoo Javad, for always having their doors open to her in Boston so she felt at home as well as her cousin, Pegah Shahriari for her
unwavering positivity, support, and words of encouragement. Nika is additionally thankful to her best friend, Devon Ptak, for always
being there for her since day one to calm her down, making her laugh with her memes, and making dental school way more fun to get
through. Lastly, Nika would like to thank her boyfriend, Bardia Bahadori, and best friends, Yeganeh Saman Yazdjerdi, Kaveh Kabir, Narges
Taj, Molly Rosen, Lily Razavi and Maryam Nassiri, for always supporting her and keeping her sane during these past years.
After graduation, Nika will pursue a career in periodontics beginning with a postgraduate residency program at Boston University.
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Adi Davidyan, D2020
Adi was born and raised in Beverly, Massachusetts. He graduated from Beverly High School
as co-valedictorian with his twin brother in 2013. Adi spent summers with his extended
Jewish family in Israel and then attended University of Massachusetts Amherst’s Honors
College, where he graduated within 3 years. During his undergraduate career Adi spent
time abroad with his family providing free dental services to underserved populations in
Guatemala. During his undergraduate studies, Adi also completed an honors research
thesis in the Bezanilla Lab where he studied plant cellular and molecular biology. Upon
graduation, Adi received a B.S. degree summa cum laude in Biology with departmental
honors and honors college scholar with greatest distinction. Adi then matriculated directly
to TUSDM.
While at Tufts, Adi volunteered in the community by providing oral health education to local
children and adults. He was also a student teaching assistant in the Back Bay Group
Practice, where he mentored and assisted students during their transition into clinic. Upon
graduation, Adi will begin a postgraduate orthodontic residency at TUSDM.
Adi would like to thank his parents for raising him with Jewish morals and values that have
allowed him to become a better provider. He is also thankful for the endless support from
his stunning brother who was always by his side, his family, and his friends, who always
believed in him. Lastly, Adi would like to thank the TUSDM faculty and staff who have
shaped him into the dentist he is today.

Idan Davidyan, D2020
Idan was born and raised in Beverly, Massachusetts. He had a Jewish Israeli upbringing
and frequently spent months in Israel with his family. Idan graduated from Beverly High
School as a co-Valedictorian with his twin brother in 2013. Upon graduation, Idan studied
Neuroscience at the University of Massachusetts Amherst Honors College. During this time,
Idan conducted research in the Jeffrey Blaustein laboratory within the neuroscience
department and was also a research assistant. Idan participated in dental mission trips to
Guatemala with KIDs International Dental Services to bring oral health care to underserved
populations of Guatemala. Idan received his B.S. degree in Psychology-Neuroscience
summa cum laude and was an Honors College Scholar with Greatest Distinction with
Departmental Honors in 2016. After completing his bachelors degree within 3 years, Idan
immediately enrolled in Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
While at Tufts, Idan continued his passion to make a global impact in oral heath care and
aided in the creation of a new dental global service learning trip location to Morocco with
his father, Dr. Eli Davidyan, D85. Idan was also very involved in the pre-doctoral dental
clinic at Tufts and served as a student teaching assistant helping to shape future dentists
in the Dorchester Group Practice.
Upon graduation, Idan will practice dentistry in a private office setting working alongside
his father Dr. Eli Davidyan and mother Dina Davidyan in Beverly, MA.
Idan would like to thank his parents and brothers who instilled in him his values and
always helped him strive to become a passionate healthcare provider. Idan also thanks his
few close friends who stood by him always and supported him no matter what. Idan would not have made it this far without his brilliant
twin brother, Adi Davidyan, who is pursuing orthodontics at Tufts after graduation. Lastly, Idan recognizes all the Tufts faculty and staff
who worked hard to make the clinic an experience.
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Janelle Christine Diaz, D2020
Janelle was born and raised in Miami, Florida. She earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Pre-Clinical Allied Health from the University of Central Florida in 2012. During her
undergraduate years, Janelle was an active member of the American Student Dental
Association which solidified her passion for dentistry. Before enrolling in dental school,
Janelle worked as a dental assistant for four years and earned a Master of Science degree
with a major in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2015.
While at Tufts, Janelle received a Tufts Merit Scholarship and Dean’s Grant. She was an
active member of the Hispanic Dental Association and served as the chapter President in
2019-2020. Janelle also volunteered on the Global Service Learning trip to the Dominican
Republic for two consecutive years which gave her the opportunity to provide dental care to
an underserved population. In addition, she served as her class’ pathology course liaison
during her second year. She was also selected to be the pathology work-study student for
her class as well as a student teaching assistant in Exeter’s Group Practice.
Janelle would like to thank her parents, Iris and Omar, as well as her large extended family,
for their continuous love and support throughout her studies. She would also like to thank
her husband of almost 4 years, Nate. Due to his unconditional and tremendous love,
support and encouragement, she has been able to confidently reach her goals. This
achievement is not only her own success, but a depiction of triumph for all who have been
with her on this journey.
After graduation, Janelle will return home to Florida where she looks forward to starting her
dental career as a general dentist in private practice.

Steven DiReda Jr., D2020
Steven grew up in Shrewsbury, MA with his two sisters, Samantha and Sarah DiReda. He
attended Shrewsbury High and then the University of New Hampshire where he received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Biology in 2016.
After graduation from Tufts, Steven plans to attend a General Practice Residency at the
University of Vermont. He hopes one day to join the practice of his late grandfather, Philip
J. Solomon, D53, which is now operated by his uncles, David Solomon, D79, and Joseph
Solomon, D96, and cousin, Jared Solomon D10, in Melrose, MA.
Steven would like to thank his parents, Susan and Steve DiReda Sr., for their unconditional
support during his academic and dental journey. He would also like to thank the Tufts
faculty, especially Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mark Caddell, and Dr. Mary Karish, for the positive
impact they had on his growth as a dental provider.
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Matthew Downes, D2020
Matthew was born in West Palm Beach, Florida and grew up in Cape Coral, Florida. He
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Oakwood University in
Huntsville, Alabama in 2016. Before matriculating at Tufts, Matthew had the opportunity to
study abroad and study Spanish in Sagunto, Spain for 3 months. This experience sparked
his curiosity for global service learning.
While at Tufts, Matthew served as the 2017-2018 Director of Media and Mass
Communications for the Student National Dental Association (SNDA). In this role, he
cultivated an active social media presence for the organization, created event flyers, and
captured the true spirit of SNDA through short films and videos. Matthew was recognized
by his peers for the increased visibility of the SNDA for his production quality and
contributions. In addition, Matthew was an Admissions Ambassador and a Dental
Aesthetics Society photographer.
Matthew sought out opportunities for global service learning from the moment he stepped
foot on campus through his participation in the inaugural SNDA Haiti trip in 2017. He, and
four Tufts dental students, collaborated with Haiti’s only public dental school to provide
dental care and oral health education to the rural community of Leogane. Mathew also
participated in global service-learning trips to Jamaica in 2018 and 2019 where he, along
with a team of dentists and medical doctors, cared for hundreds of people with limited
access to dental services. In addition, Matthew served as an Extern with AltaMed in Los
Angeles, California where he collaborated with local providers to offer both preventive and
operative dental services to underserved and migrant families.
Matthew would like to first thank his parents, Loureen and Roger Downes, for their unending love and support throughout his journey in
dental school. Matthew would also like to thank all the TUSDM faculty and administration with whom he worked, particularly Drs.
Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Robert Kasberg, Pilar Sanchez, Ala Ali, Marcelo Suzuki, Alberto Sarmiento, Karen Wallach, Olympia Karacosta,
Rocio Saavedra, Won Kyung Kim, Kwang Min Park, Aidee Herman, Peter Arsenault, Ronald Davitt, Judith Goldstein, Boris Bacanurschi,
Sheldon Yunes, Louis Rissin, and Shivani Patel. Their patience and kindness were greatly appreciated.
Upon graduation, Matthew plans to work as a general dentist in Southwest Florida.

Olivia Gold Dworkin, D2020
Originally from Milford, CT, Olivia graduated with a B.S. degree in Mathematics and Biology
from Union College. She continued her studies at Tufts University School of Medicine where
she earned a Master of Biomedical Science degree. Olivia remained in Boston and
matriculated into TUSDM, following in the footsteps of her grandfather Joseph, D53 and
father Jay, D81.
While at Tufts, Olivia conducted a thesis project published in Dentistry Today in January
2018. She also pursued some of her passions, including aesthetic dentistry and global
service learning. Olivia was President of the Tufts Dental Aesthetics Society for two years
and participated in a global service-learning trip to the Dominican Republic with Dentistry
for Humanity in April 2019. She also initiated and organized a trip to Jamaica in October
2019 with GreatShapes! These trips were extremely humbling experiences and certainly
the highlights of Olivia’s dental school career.
Olivia would like to thank her Group Fairfield past and present Practice Coordinators,
Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Ronald Davitt, Colette Catalino, and Jennifer
Lipiec, for their instrumental tutelage. Olivia would also like to thank her D.R. & Jamaica
trip families. The knowledge, experience, and friendship she gained from them was truly
special. Olivia is thankful to Dr. Gerard Kugel for his inspiration to research Bioactive
materials, his mentorship with both aesthetic and general dentistry, and his endless
guidance. Olivia would also like to thank her other aesthetic society mentors who enabled
her to pursue her dreams to the fullest: Drs. Aikaterini Papathanasiou and Francois
Fisselier. In addition, Olivia would like to acknowledge the Fairfield DPA’s, Julie and Denise,
the Front Desk staff, the fourth floor dispensary team, and the third floor radiology team.
Olivia would like to recognize her parents, Drs. Heidi Gold-Dworkin and Jay Dworkin, for raising her “the right way” and providing
everything she has ever needed to excel. Olivia could not be more grateful for having the most loving, fun, smart, and supportive parents.
Additionally, Olivia would like to thank her sister, Dr. Aviva Dworkin, and her brother, Robert Gold-Dworkin, for letting her practice
cleanings on them and being the best and most supportive siblings in the entire world. Olivia thanks her grandmothers, Bubbie and
Grammy, for always reminding her to do what she loves in life because life is short. She also wishes her Poppy Joe and Poppy Gold could
be with her today, but she knows that little pieces of them have always been with her and always will be. Lastly, Olivia wants to thank her
boyfriend, John, for being so caring and always inspiring her to be the best she can be.
Olivia is forever grateful to her Tufts Dental friends, and especially her roommate Alex, who made exam blocks and post-exam
celebrations some of her favorite parts of dental school. Next year, Olivia will begin a General Practice Residency at Mount Sinai Hospital
in Manhattan, after which she plans to return to Connecticut to work side-by-side with her father.
Olivia would like to thank the D20 class for inspiring her everyday. Best of luck!
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Lara J. Easow, DI2020
Born and raised in the Metropolitan city of Mumbai, India, Lara earned her B.D.S. degree
from Maharashtra University of Health Sciences in 2013 while juggling school and working
multiple part-time jobs. Lara then practiced general dentistry in her home city for almost 3
years before immigrating to Houston, Texas where she worked as a full-time dental
assistant in a private practice and focused on the daunting task of applying to dental
school as an International Dentist.
Lara’s passion for dentistry led her to volunteer countless hours at the Healthcare for the
Homeless Dental Clinic as well as the local Community Dental clinic serving the
underserved and needy in Houston. After a year of applications and interviews, Lara
received the life changing news that she had been accepted to the International advanced
standing program at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
During her time at Tufts, Lara worked as a student teaching assistant, helping other
students with their clinical lab work. Through this opportunity, she realized how much she
truly loves sharing her knowledge and learning from others experiences. Lara is forever
grateful to Patti Casey for giving her this opportunity.
Lara would like to thank the Almighty, all her family, her brothers Aneil and Nihal, and
especially her mother, Annie Joseph, who made endless sacrifices so that her daughter
could get an education. Through all the hardships, big and small, her constant
encouragement and mantra that Lara could achieve anything she set her mind to was the
driving force Lara needed to succeed. “Hey, look Ma, I made it!”
Lara would like to thank the love of her life and her rock, her husband Vishal, her mother-in-law Biny Joseph, his family, and all her wellwishers who were there through the good and bad times on this journey to her American Dream.
Lara would like to express her endless gratitude to the entire Tufts faculty and staff for their patience, assistance and encouragement,
and particularly thank Dr. Ronald Perry for selecting her into the IS20 Program. Lara would especially like to thank Group Fairfield Practice
Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, Colette Catalino and Ronald Davitt for their constant encouragement and
unwavering professional and emotional support. She also thanks Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish and Mark Caddell of the Exeter Group
Practice for treating her as one of their own. Lara is grateful to Dr. Francois Fisselier for teaching her Prosthodontics and extends special
thanks to DPAs Julie and Denise for being amazing at their jobs and for their lifelong friendship.
Last, but not the least, Lara would like to thank her classmates and flat mates, Shivangi Tyagi and Ranmeek Kaur for their constant
support, laughter and friendship.
Upon graduation, Lara plans on working in a private practice in Dallas, Texas and looks forward to fostering her professional development
through continuing education and community outreach. “Congratulations Class of 2020!”

Taylor Ann Elias, D2020
Taylor grew up in Wayland, Massachusetts and attended Boston University where she
graduated cum laude with a B.A. degree in Biology in 2016.
While at Tufts, Taylor earned recognition on the Dean’s List each year and was awarded
both a Merit Scholarship and the Gallagher-Wilkins Scholarship. She was selected to be a
member of the clinical student Teaching Assistant Program in Group Practice Fairfield,
which was without a doubt her most memorable experience. Taylor also served as a
Teaching Assistant for the Fixed Prosthodontics Course during the 2019-2020 school year.
Taylor enjoyed both positions immensely and was grateful to have had these opportunities.
She was also a recipient of the Dr. James B. Gallagher, Jr. A47, D49, DG68 and Dr. Esther
M. Wilkins, D49, DG66 Scholarship Fund.
Taylor would like to thank her Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez
Gusmao, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Paul Trombly, and Dr. Frank DeCaro, for helping her become
the clinician she is today. Additionally, she would like to thank Dr. Maria Avrampou, Dr. Ala
Ali, Dr. Hadi Gholami, Dr. Huda Stipho and Dr. Domenic D’Amico for their continued
guidance and mentorship during her time in clinic. Taylor would also like to thank Julie
Fleck, Denise Tran and Patti Casey for always helping to keep the wheels turning and
picking up the pieces whenever necessary.
Taylor would like to thank the wonderful, lifelong friends she met while at Tufts. She will be
forever grateful for the support, fun and laughter they supplied during their four years
together. Taylor wishes each of them the best of luck with their futures and knows they will
continue to cheer each other on through the years. Taylor would also like to give a special thank you to her boyfriend, Christopher
D’Amico, D20, for being her rock and for his unconditional patience, support and love through the last four years (we did it!).
Last, but not certainly not least, Taylor would like to thank her parents, Jonathan and Holly, and her brother, Cole, for picking her up in the
down times and cheering her on during the good. Without their unwavering love and encouragement, none of this would be possible.
Following graduation, Taylor plans to practice general dentistry in the Greater Boston area.
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Shadi A. Elmekkawi, DI2020
Shadi graduated with honors and a B.D.S. degree from the Faculty of Dentistry Mansoura
University in Egypt in 2008. He then earned a certificate in Oral Surgery from Cairo
University in 2011. Shadi worked in his family’s private clinic and at Mansoura University
until he immigrated to the United States in 2015. He then earned a Master of Public Health
degree from Nova Southeastern University in Florida in 2017.
Shadi is grateful for the exceptional academic and clinical training he received at Tufts and
would like to thank all of dedicated faculty and staff for their support and commitment He
is particularly grateful to Drs. Konstantinos Vazouras, Ala Ali, Pilar Sanchez, Kwang Park,
Hadi Gholami, Marcelo Suzuki, Boris Bacanurschi, Judith Goldstein, Sheldon Yunes,
Shivani Patel, Aidee Herman, Francesca Bonino, Won Kyung Kim, Livia Valverde, Iqbal
Singh, Louis Rissin, Khaled Shaikhi, and Steven Rubin.
During his time at Tufts, Shadi had the pleasure of being in Group Practice Atlantic where
his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Olympia Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Karen Wallach,
taught him how to practice dentistry with great skill, knowledge, empathy and
compassion. He appreciated their efforts in making him a better dentist. Shadi would also
like to express gratitude to Jackie, Alyx, Lindita, Tommy, Monika and Sarita for all their hard
work. In addition, Shadi is extremely thankful to his program director, Dr. Ronald Perry, for
his mentorship and guidance throughout the journey at Tufts. He would also like to thank
Drs. Mohamad Elazizi, Youssry Elhawary, and Nesreen Elmekawy for their continuous
support throughout his dental career.
Shadi’s accomplishments would not have been possible without the encouragement and endless support of his wife, Yosr, and his two
beautiful daughters Maya and Hania. Shadi also thanks his mother Samar and his brothers Ragi and Moaz for their invaluable sacrifices,
encouragement and prayers.
Shadi dedicate his D.M.D. degree to his beloved father and dental role model, Dr. Ahmed Elmekkawi, who left our world in 2017. “Dad,
your guiding hand on my shoulder will remain with me forever.”
After graduation, Shadi plans to practice dentistry in Massachusetts. He wishes his classmates the best in their future endeavors.

Haifa El Zhawi, DI2020
Haifa received a Bachelor in Dental Surgery degree from the University of Garyuonis,
Faculty of Dentistry in Benghazi where she also completed an Advanced General Dentistry
Program. She then entered an advanced program for International Dentists in Pediatric
Dentistry and earned a Master of Science Degree in Biomaterials at New York University
College of Dentistry before beginning the D.M.D. program at Tufts University School of
Dental Medicine.
Haifa hails from Libya. As an immigrant who experienced war, she made impacting the
lives of others the central mission of her life. Knowing that negative experiences of war and
persecution can define a person, Haifa believes that what we do with that experience
defines who we become, either better or bitter. She let the negative experiences be the
catalyst for her change and personal development. Pause and reflection over the years has
allowed her to become a life maker.
Haifa is the Founder and CEO of Benghazi School, a non-profit organization that provides
free online classes for students in war zones in Libya and neighboring nations. She also
serves as a liaison with international and local media to market Benghazi school programs
and special events. Haifa demonstrates her passion in making this world a “little bit of a
better place” than she first found it.
Haifa loves the visual and performing arts and cultural environment of New York City and its
multicultural kaleidoscope. She is fond of world travel and loves to experience various
cultures, languages, and the finer aspects of life.
Haifa would like to sincerely thank her family for continuously supporting her with endless love. She would also like to acknowledge Drs.
Patrick McGarry, Rocio Saavedra, Ronald Davitt, Colette Catalino, Marcelo Suzuki, Peter Arsenault and Paul Trombly for their support and
impactful teaching. Lastly Haifa gives special acknowledge to Ms. Jeannette Yadegar and the amazing 4th floor staff, Ms. Markaine
Desrosiers, Ms. Julie Fleck, Ms. Denise Tran, and Mr. Flavio Ferreira.
Congratulations Class of 2020.
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Gloria E. Enjuweh, D2020
Gloria is originally from Cameroon in West Africa. She graduated with a B.S. degree in
Biotechnology from the University of Maryland in 2014. Gloria was a recipient of a fouryear Deans Grant Scholarship at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM). She is
a strong believer that “there is no greater gain than the fulfillment that comes from
improving the lives of others” and is grateful for the past four years which prepared her to
fulfill her dream of providing dental care.
Gloria credits TUSDM with greatly strengthening her leadership skills and nurturing her
commitment to underserved communities. She was an active participant in the TUSDM
community and an involved member of the Student National Dental Association, Hispanic
Dental Association, and American Student Dental Association. Her class also elected Gloria
to serve as the Community Service co-chair from 2016-2018. In addition, Gloria
participated in the annual Impressions Day, providing hands-on dental demonstrations
and workshops for high school and college students aspiring to pursue dentistry. Gloria
was also very active in the greater Boston community and helped organized outreach for
the Greater Boston Food Bank where she packaged boxes of food distributed to
underprivileged families around Boston. She also helped organize outreach to the Saint
Francis Homeless Shelter, where she provided dental screenings and taught oral hygiene
lessons to the homeless population. Through Lessons in a Lunch Box, Gloria engaged in
pediatric outreach to Mario Umana Academy Elementary School where she taught oral
hygiene lessons and discussed healthy versus unhealthy foods. For the elderly population,
Gloria participated in outreach at the Geriatrics Care Facility, provided dental screenings,
taught oral hygiene lessons and played oral health related games with the residents. Gloria also served as the Secretary of Tufts Student
Chapter of Project Stretch for a Global Service-Learning Trip to Panajachel, Guatemala. Along with her colleagues, she provided dental
screenings and treatment to village children and made referrals to local dentist and oral surgeons for complex cases.
Gloria would like to thank her TUSDM mentors, especially Associate Dean Robert Kasberg, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, and her Atlantic
Group Practice Coordinators, for their committed support to dental education. Gloria also thanks her loving fiancé and soon to be
husband, Phillip Davis “my king” as a man of honor. Words cannot describe how she is forever grateful to him for being right by her side
and helping her pursue her dream. “Your sacrifices were worth it. We’ve made it, and this is just the beginning. I love you honey.” Gloria
also thanks her wonderful, loving, and supportive family: Isabel. E, Lydia. A, Phillip. A, Martin. P, Sherade. A, Melvin, Sasha, my awesome
roomie; Sandy. L, and most importantly, God, for without God nothing would be possible.
After graduation, Gloria looks forward to providing the highest standard of care to her patients and becoming a leader within her
community. She will spend the coming year completing a one-year Advanced Education in General Dentistry Residency at Howard
University College of Dentistry. After this residency, “the possibilities are endless.”

Meredith Robin Epstein, D2020
Meredith grew up in Woodbridge, CT. She graduated from Binghamton University with a
B.S. degree in Human Development in 2009. Meredith then received her Masters degree in
Biological Science from Southern Connecticut State University in 2012. Meredith taught
science and math at a high school level as well as tutored students for several years before
enrolling at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
While at Tufts, Meredith completed an elective course and gained certification from the
National Institute of Health Plain Language training. Her research poster presentation was
presented at the annual Tufts Bates-Andrews Research Day as well as at the 18th annual
Health Literacy Conference in San Diego, CA. Meredith also served on the board of the local
student chapter of the American Dental Education Association and the American
Association of Women Dentists for three years.
Meredith would like to extend gratitude to her Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Michael
McQueen, Eduardo Olegario, David Leader, and Armond Enos, for their patience and
mentorship throughout her years in clinic. She also wants to thank those faculty members
who put in extra time and effort and always encouraged students with positivity to be the
best they could be. Meredith will always remember the faculty who treated students
respectfully as junior colleagues and will continue strong relationships with them after
graduation. In addition, Meredith would like to thank the dynamic duo Drs. Robert Kasberg
and Michael Thompson who have been her rock throughout these past four years.
Above all else, Meredith would like to thank her amazing parents, Irwin and Louise, for
their endless love and encouragement throughout her years in dental school. Ever since Meredith was a little girl her parents have been
her biggest cheerleaders. The three musketeers as they call themselves! Meredith has grown into the woman she is today because of her
parents. Meredith’s parents taught her to never give up on her dreams even when things may not come easy. They continue to be there
every step of the way without question. Meredith conquered her exams and competencies due to their constant support and her Mom
sitting on her shoulder when she needed the positivity. Meredith hopes to be a role model to others in the same way her parents have
been to her. She also wants to thank her boyfriend, Adam, who was brave enough to be her first patient, his understanding of the medical
process, and love every step of the way. Meredith can’t wait to live life with Adam in sunshine, travel the world together, and add a few
furry friends to the mix. Finally, Meredith would like to thank her incredible family and friends for keeping her smiling during these four
years. Her success would not have been possible without such a wonderful support system. After graduation, Meredith plans to work as
an associate in a general dental practice and continue her passion of helping those around her.
Meredith is proud to be a part of the D20 class and wishes her classmates all the best in their future endeavors! Let’s improve one smile
at a time!
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Finn T. Evans, D2020
Finn has always been ambitious with his goals and always aimed high rather than settling
for less. He started his journey in dentistry by completing an Associate of Science degree in
Dental Hygiene at Middlesex Community College in 2012. He then earned a Bachelor of
Science in Biology at UMass Lowell in 2014. Finn’s ambition led him to TUSDM to further
his dental career, which he began in 2016. Combined with his knowledge as a Dental
Hygienist, Finn brought with him a unique experience and professional skill that allowed
him to communicate effectively with patients. At Tufts, Finn was a recipient of the Dr. Alfred
Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.
Finn is indebted to the faculty and staff at TUSDM who shaped him to become the dentist
he is today. He is also especially thankful for the Boston Healthcare for the Homeless
community service externship. At this site, Finn faced some of the significant challenges
the patients must endure in their everyday life. Fueled by his desire to help his patients,
Finn continues to learn from his mistakes and to refine each procedure at each encounter.
Finn would especially like to thank his dental mentor, Dr. Emilie Miller, for her continued
encouragement as well as her professional advice and knowledge. He would also like to
express gratitude to his Aunt, Mai Tran, for encouraging him to pursue dental hygiene and
then dentistry. Lastly, Finn would like to thank his husband, Jacob Marsh, who has been
extremely supportive and patient throughout his journey.
After graduation, Finn plans to work as a general dentist in Burlington, MA.

Lauren A. Fafalak, D2020
Lauren graduated from Pace University in 2014 with a B.A. degree in Biology and then
attended New York University where she received an MS degree in Oral Biology in 2015
before joining the Class of 2020 at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. While at Tufts,
Lauren was an active member of the American Association of Women Dentists (AAWD) since
her first year and served as chapter Vice President during her fourth year. Lauren was also
selected to be a clinic student Teaching Assistant (TA) during her fourth year and was a
member of HANCO, SIPE, and the PA mentoring program. In addition, Lauren was awarded a
Tufts Merit Scholarship for the 2018-2019 academic year.
One of Lauren’s most memorable moments during her time at Tufts was having the
opportunity to go on a 5-week externship at NYU Langone in Brooklyn, New York. There, she
was able to experience what it was like to be a dental resident, which solidified her decision
to pursue a general practice residency after graduation. Lauren will be attending New York
Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center in Manhattan next year for her General Practice
Residency. After completion of this residency, Lauren plans to work as a general dentist in
her hometown of Brooklyn, New York alongside her mother and aunt at the dental practice
her grandfather started.
Lauren would like to thank all the amazing friends, faculty, and family who were there for her
every step of the way. She would also like send a special thanks to her family away from
home, J.K, M.K, N.F, R.F, L.C, N.E, T.E and C.D. Without them, dental school would have
seemed almost impossible. Lastly, Lauren would like to thank her mother for always inspiring
her and providing unconditional love. None of this would have been possible without her.
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Nicholas Famigletti, D2020
Nick was raised in Long Island, New York. He graduated from Hofstra University with a B.S.
degree in Biology in 2013. Nick then continued his education at Adelphi University,
earning a M.S. degree in Biology in 2016 before matriculating into the TUSDM class of
2020.
While at TUSDM, Nick was a member of the Tufts Implant Club and the Academy of General
Dentistry. He was a recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship. Nick also completed the
Honors Program in Endodontics and would like to thank Dr. Robert Amato and the faculty
and staff of the Endodontics department for the opportunity to learn the practice of
endodontics more deeply. Nick is grateful for the exceptional academic and clinical training
he received and would like to give special thanks to Drs. Ronald Davitt, Ilenia Gonzalez
Gusmao, Colette Catalino, and Paul Trombly for shaping him into the clinician he is today.
Nick would also like to acknowledge his Practice Administrators, Julie Fleck and Denise
Tran, as well as Patti Casey, for their daily support and encouragement. In addition, Nick is
eternally grateful to Drs. Maria Avrampou, Melani Kapetanakos, Carolyn Cottrell, and
Domenic D’Amico for their guidance, encouragement, and support both in and out of clinic.
Most importantly, Nick would like to thank his loving and supportive family. Without the
love and motivation from his parents, Robert and Debra, and his siblings, Robert and
Jillian, none of this would be possible.
After graduation, Nick is excited to continue his education in a General Practice Residency
program at North Shore - Long Island Jewish Hospital. He wishes continued success to his
classmates and the friends he made at Tufts.

Tori Fields, D2020
Tori grew up in Easton, Massachusetts and knew at a very young age that she wanted to
pursue dentistry as a career. She graduated from Salve Regina University with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Biology and a Minor in Chemistry in 2012. Throughout her time at
TUSDM, Tori was the fundraising coordinator for the Academy of General Dentistry (AGD)
student organization and served as a student Teaching Assistant for the second year Fixed
Prosthodontics class.
Tori would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki
and Richard Harold, as well as her DPAs, Allyson, Mena and Lou, for their continuous
support and guidance during the past two years. Tori would also like to thank all of the
Prosthodontics and Operative faculty she regularly learned from and worked with (they
definitely know who they are). Outside of school, Tori would like to thank her parents, Rose
and Mike, and her brother Nick and his fiancé Melissa, for their constant support and
encouragement. Last, but not least, Tori is very thankful for her dental school friends (“The
Lady Bunch,” among others), her friends from home, and her VIP family, for their humor
and stress relief during both good and trying times.
Following graduation, Tori plans to work in private practice. She would like to dedicate her
degree to her father, Dr. Michael Fields, D86.
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Rebecca Fisher, D2020
Rebecca was raised on Long Island, New York and received her Bachelors of Science degree
in Biology from Stony Brook University. Prior to her acceptance at Tufts, she earned a
Masters in Biomedical Sciences with a concentration in Oral Biology from Rutgers Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences.
Rebecca would like to extend her gratitude to the entire Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine community. It was at Tufts that she achieved goals she had previously only
dreamed of. While at Tufts, Rebecca was proud to serve as president of the Oral
Maxillofacial Surgery Club, contribute to and present research on tooth regeneration at the
International Association of Dental Research conference, and serve as a clinical teaching
assistant in the oral surgery department. None of which would have been possible without
the encouragement and mentorship she received at the school. She also a recipient of the
Dr. James B. Gallagher, Jr. A47, D49, DG68 and Dr. Esther M. Wilkins, D49, DG66
Scholarship Fund as well as the Dr. H. Chris Doku Professor Emeritus and Distinguished
University Professor Scholarship.
Rebecca is extremely thankful to have been a part of Group Practice Back Bay and would
like to acknowledge Dr. David Leader, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Eduardo
Olegario, and Dr. Patrick McGarry for their patience, guidance and expertise. They all
assisted her in providing the very best care to her patients and shaped her into the
clinician she is today. Rebecca also has deep appreciation for the entire oral and
maxillofacial surgery department especially Drs. Joey Chang, Steven Rubin, Daniel Oreadi,
Constantinos Laskarides, and Maria Papageorge. She thanks each of them for their advice
support and the opportunity to explore a specialty she is passionate about.
Most importantly, Rebecca would like to thank her family and friends for their endless and unwavering support along this journey. She
would like to dedicate her degree to her mother, Joyce, for without her encouragement she would not be where she is today.
Lastly, Rebecca would like to thank her classmates for being a constant source of motivation and inspiration. Congratulations!
Upon graduation, Rebecca has the privilege of continuing her education in oral and maxillofacial surgery and will begin an internship
position at Woodhull Medical & Mental Health Center in Brooklyn, NY.

Gabriela Flores, D2020
Gabriela earned a B.S. degree in Microbiology and Cell Science from the University of
Florida in 2014. She would like to thank TUSDM for allowing her the honor to pursue her
D.M.D. degree at such a renowned institution. At Tufts, Gabriela was a recipient of the
Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship.
Gabriela would like to thank her Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, DPAs, and all of
the 3rd floor staff and faculty who helped her throughout the way. Thanks to them she was
able to grow under the pressures of clinic while also feeling surrounded by friends. There
are so many people to thank in every department and Gabriela hopes they all know their
place in her heart.
Most importantly, Gabriela would like to thank her husband, Pedro, who was truly
magnificent at being a partner through this process. She is also grateful to her parents and
sister, who have supported and encouraged her to achieve her lifelong dream no matter
what situation arose. In addition, Gabriela would like to thank her family members who
would have come all the way from California and Florida just to see her graduate. Lastly,
Gabriela thanks her in-laws, who would have come from Brazil to have been part of her
graduation day. She loves and thanks everyone who would have been there (on what was
likely a very cold day compared to their homes) and hopes she has made them all proud!
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Mason C. Fortuno, D2020
Mason graduated from the University of Central Florida with a B.S. degree in Biomedical
Sciences in 2015. While at Tufts, Mason participated on a Global Service-Learning trip to
provide free dental care to the underserved communities of Santo Domingo in the
Dominican Republic. She also worked as a tutor for a variety of 1st and 2nd year courses
and served as the head Teaching Assistant (TA) for the operative pre-clinical course.
Mason found the transition from didactic to patient care to be rewarding and she
thoroughly enjoyed forming relationships with her patients. With completion of treatment,
all of the hard work became worthwhile.
Mason would like to thank her Practice Coordinators Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. David Leader
and Dr. Michael McQueen for being a great source of knowledge and the best PC’s ever, Go
Back Bay! Mason would also like to thank her close circle of friends for keeping her
grounded. She is also grateful to her parents for always providing endless support, her
siblings, and her nieces Luci and Lita for the FaceTime calls. Lastly, Mason would like to
thank her grandpa, Dr. Kenneth Ditthardt, for being the sole reason she wanted to become
a dentist.
After graduation, Mason will be entering a General Practice Residency program with the
United States Navy at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland
and then serve as a Naval dentist.

Sarah Franklin, D2020
Sarah was born and raised in Horseheads, NY. She attended the State University of New
York at Geneseo and graduated with a B.A. degree in Biology and a minor in Psychology in
2016. That July, she moved to Boston to pursue a D.M.D. degree at Tufts University School of
Dental Medicine (TUSDM).
While at TUSDM, Sarah was a recipient of the Thomas B. Hunt Scholarship. She participated
in community service projects and events, which included volunteering at the New England
Center for Homeless Veterans, Boston Public Schools, and the DAV 5K Run to Honor
Veterans. Sarah also became involved in forming the Students for Interprofessional Practice
and Education (SIPE) organization. As Secretary of this organization, Sarah documented the
club’s progress and various inter-professional events and helped to advertise future
activities. SIPE’s focus on interprofessional collaboration between health care providers
inspired Sarah to pursue a General Practice Residency after graduation. The importance of
coordinating with providers across the entire healthcare spectrum is something Sarah is
passionate about and plans to advocate for in her future role as a general dentist.
Sarah had the pleasure of forging lasting relationships with classmates from all over the
world during her years at TUSDM. From their time in lecture and the pre-clinical lab, to their
time in the UG clinic, these friendships continued to grow and develop as they endured the
everchanging challenges of dental school. Many of these friendships extended to their
associated significant others as well and continued outside of school. Sarah and her
incredible friends formed a family. From being in each other’s wedding ceremonies,
celebrating milestone birthdays, and supporting each other through hardships; they
formed life long bonds that will withstand the test of time. Sarah would also like to thank
the TUSDM faculty and staff for being so helpful.
Sarah attributes her success largely to all of the incredible individuals in her life who supported her throughout her journey. She would like
to thank her amazing family, her father Richard, her mother Linda, and her sister Emily. She would also like to recognize the guidance and
hard work of her mentors during the dental school application process: her uncle Dr. Edward “Sandy”, her aunt Mary, as well as Gary
Pease, Evanne Schmarter, and Randy Rhoads. Countless thanks are also due for the dental guidance of Sarah’s mentors, Dr. Don Dolan, Dr.
Jennifer Bempkins, and Dr. Ron Bellohuesen. Additionally Sarah would like to recognize those important to her who are unable to see her
achieve her dream of becoming a dentist: her grandmother Daisy “Dicki” Franklin, her grandfather Dr. Edward Franklin, and her “second
mother” Jennifer Rhoads. Lastly, Sarah would like to thank all of her friends from throughout her life who have been a constant source of
support and love; there are far too many to list.
After graduation, Sarah plans to complete a General Practice Residency program in upstate New York.
Sarah would like to wish each and every classmate the best of luck in their future endeavors. “Congrats Class of 2020, we did it!”
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Ashley Renee Gabrek, D2020
Ashley was born and raised in Fort Wayne, Indiana. She earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemistry and Pre-Dentistry from Ball State University in 2016. During her time
at Tufts, Ashley found a passion for teaching when she was selected as a Clinic Teaching
Assistant for Group Practice Charlestown. Ashley was also involved in starting a volunteer
group called Healthy Smiles that taught children the importance of nutrition and dental
health care.
Ashley is incredibly grateful for the education and opportunities that Tufts gave her and
would like to thank the entire faculty and staff for their commitment to dental education.
She is especially thankful for the mentorship and guidance provided by her Group Practice
Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr. Alex Miele and Dr. Denisa Stasa, as well as her DPAs
Romell Madison and Tangy Person. Ashley would also like to thank Dr. Flaviano Difalco for
guiding her through the first year of operative dentistry and supporting her throughout the
years.
Ashley is incredibly grateful for the many memories made at Tufts and would like to thank
all of her Tufts friends and The Lady Bunch who helped to make Boston feel like home.
Ashley would like to thank her parents, Dr. Daniel Gabrek and Leah Gabrek, for all they
sacrificed to help her reach her goals. She would like to thank her grandparents, Dr. Lloyd
Hagedorn, Jan Hagedorn and Fabijan Gabrek. Ashley would also like to thank her sisters,
Lauren and Brooke, their husbands, Josh and Karson, as well as her niece and nephew, Lily
and Jameson. She would not be where she is today without the support of her incredible
family. In addition, Ashley would like to thank her best friends, Alexandria Yaney, Morgen Figel and Lindsey Gallagher for supporting her
every step of the way and always being there to guide her.
Last, but certainly not least, Ashley would like to thank her fiancé, James Knapke, for his love, patience, guidance, and endless support
throughout this 4-year journey.
After graduation, Ashley looks forward to getting married in July 2020 and plans to move back home to Fort Wayne, Indiana and begin
working as a General Dentist in a private practice.

Joyce Ganas, D2020
Joyce grew up in Long Island, New York. She attended Boston University where she earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in Health Science in 2010 and a Master of Science degree in
Oral Health Sciences in 2016.
Joyce is grateful for the world-class dental education she received at Tufts. She was a
recipient of the Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, and Inger Johansen Student Aid Fund. Joyce
would like to extend her most sincere appreciation to the dedicated faculty, administration,
and staff whom she had the pleasure of learning from and working with during her time at
school. She would especially like to thank Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, Denisa Stasa, BiNa
Oh, Jose Segura, Rocio Saavedra, Ala Ali, and Shubha Nanda for creating the most
supportive, kind, and respectful clinic experience. Furthermore, Joyce is grateful to her
mentors, Drs. Irina Dragan and Martha Forero, for always encouraging her professional and
personal growth. Last, but not least, Joyce is thankful to her many patients who had
confidence in her and made her education and training possible.
Tufts was not only a source of an excellent education but also a place where Joyce fostered
lifelong friendships and she would like to thank her friends for their support, help in clinic,
and humor during the most stressful times over these past four years.
Joyce would not be where she is today without the unconditional love, guidance, sacrifices,
and support from her parents, Arnold and Josephine, as well as her siblings, Arielle and
John. Joyce’s parents have given her the blueprint on how to live a successful professional
and personal life while simultaneously keeping family above everything.
Lastly, Joyce would like to thank Seymour for keeping her grounded, for their adventures, and for always reminding her that dreams are
worth the hardship that comes with achieving them.
Following graduation, Joyce will begin a Pediatric Dental Residency at The University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine and The
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).
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Adrian Garcia, D2020
Adrian was born and raised in Miami, Florida. He attended Florida International University
and graduated with a B.A. degree in Biological Chemistry in 2016. After earning this
degree, Adrian was accepted into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
During his fourth year at Tufts, Adrian had the opportunity to complete a five-week
externship at Community Health of South Dade in Homestead, FL where he provided dental
care to an underserved population. He was also a recipient of the Tufts University Dental
Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship.
Adrian is grateful for the education he received at TUSDM and would like to thank all of the
didactic, pre-clinical, clinical, and externship instructors. Adrian would especially like to
thank the Charlestown Group Practice staff and Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul,
Denisa Stasa, and Alex Miele, for all of their mentorship and guidance.
Adrian would like to thank his friends and family for all of their support over the last four
years of dental school. Without the support of his family and friends, he would not be
where he is today. Adrian would also like to thank his girlfriend, Amanda Vaglio, for all her
encouragement and support before dental school and during these last four years. The
support of his friends, family, and girlfriend helped him succeed in obtaining his dental
education.
After graduation, Adrian plans to work in the Boston area.

David Garcia, D2020
David grew up in Pembroke Pines, Florida, and graduated from high school in 2007. He
was then accepted to Florida State University where he realized that he wanted to study
health sciences. After exploring nursing and physical therapy, David settled on pursuing
dentistry as a career, which was due in large part to the inspiration of his stepfather. After
graduating with a Bachelors degree in Exercise Science in 2012, David wanted to
strengthen his application for dental school and earned a Master in Biomedical Sciences
degree from Barry University in 2015.
David is grateful for the opportunity Tufts provided him. While in Tufts, David was a
recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship. He was
grateful to be able to travel to the Dominican Republic on a Global Service Learning trip to
provide dental care to the underserved community. David was also involved with the
Health and Wellness club, the Hispanic Dental Association, and most notably, the Council.
David would like to extend a deep and sincere thank you to all the council members. He
would like to thank councilman Ned for always lending a helping hand; councilman Yannis
for being a reliable friend in times of need; and council man Rishi-one handshake will
suffice.
David would like to offer a thank you to the faculty who came on the Dominican Republic
trip and who taught him much, particularly Drs. Boris Bacanurschi, Katie Talmo, Laurence
Barron, Leopoldo Correa and James Theodore. David also extends appreciation to all the
Tufts faculty and staff who either taught or helped him, especially his Practice Coordinators
Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, Denisa Stasa and William Lobel. David’s final thank you is to
his family for their support. He gives a particularly large thank you to his stepfather for
inspiring him to look into dentistry as a career.
After graduation, David plans to work as a general dentist.
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Tracy Gerona, D2020
Tracy was born and raised in San Jose, California. Surrounded by the tech industries of
Silicon Valley, Tracy began her academic career in engineering, but her desire to interact
and help people more directly motivated her to pursue a degree in the Biological Sciences.
Tracy received her Bachelors degree in Human Biology at the University of California San
Diego in 2008 and then earned a Master in Biomedical Sciences from Midwestern
University in 2016.
While at Tufts, Tracy continued her involvement in research as a four-year recipient of the
Dean’s Research Scholarship. She worked under the mentorship of Dr. Jonathan Garlick
and presented her research at IADR/AADR conferences. For her achievements in research,
Tracy was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Honor Society and was a recipient of the
2019 Dr. Erling Johansen, D49, and Inger Johansen Student Aid Fund.
Tracy expresses deepest gratitude to her classmates, faculty, and staff, who gave her
unwavering support and encouragement throughout her time at Tufts. She would also like
to extend special thanks to Drs. Yolanda Ho, Mahnaz Raissi, Ronald Davitt, Yo-Wei Chen,
Hanna Bae, Dongwoo Park, and Marcelo Suzuki.
Most importantly, Tracy would like to thank her parents, Teresita and Reynaldo, her
brother, Raymond, and grandmother, Jacinta. Tracy would also like to thank Shivam Patel
who supported her throughout all of dental school by celebrating her achievements and
providing strength and motivation when times were tough. Without their hard work,
sacrifice, and overwhelming support, she would not be where she is today.
Tracy is excited to begin her career as a general dentist after graduation.

Jasmine Ghanem, DI2020
Growing up, Jasmine would not have imagined she would graduate dental school twice.
After finishing dental school at MIU in Egypt in 2014, Tufts gave her the opportunity to
attain her dental degree in America as well as grow and develop her skills in a place that
felt like home.
No one accomplishes anything alone, and without the support of her family, friends, and
faculty, the journey would have been a lot more difficult. Jasmine would like to thank her
parents, Mona and Hakim, who have always believed in her, for their unwavering support
and unconditional love. “You have always made sure I felt loved and unstoppable.”
Jasmine would like to say to her brothers, Mohamed and Adel, “I would not be who I am
without you both. I know that whenever I am in a tough situation I have two superheroes by
my side.” She is also grateful to her best friends, Laura, Ola, and Mohamed. They are a
team who made it through together, from preclin to graduation, and it would not have been
the same without them.
Jasmine would like to thank the TUSDM faculty, especially Dr. Ronald Perry who gave her
and her family the opportunity of a lifetime, which she will always appreciate. Jasmine is
also grateful to Drs. Thaisa Bordin, Francois Fisselier, Ronald Davitt, and Mary Marefat for
always being there for her, teaching her, and answering all of her questions. Jasmine
would like to give a big thank you to the Fairfield staff who work hard to make sure
student’s days go as smoothly as possible- Julie Fleck, Denise Tran, Crystal, Natasha Blake,
Marcaine, and Tefta.
Last, but not least, Jasmine gives a special thank you to her husband, Mostafa. “We have been on this journey together for over 10 years
and now, looking back, I wouldn’t have done it any other way or with any other person. You have loved, encouraged, and made me laugh
every day in a way that only you can. Together, we have crossed oceans, state lines, and obstacles that have only made us stronger. Thank
you for being my best friend and lifting me up. The best is yet to come.”
To her brand new baby girl, Jasmine would like to say “I’ve always dreamed of having a baby girl who would fill up my heart with so much
joy. I will do my best to make sure you feel loved and unstoppable. You’ll always have a friend in me. Thank you for making me a mom.”
Moving forward, Jasmine plans to work in New York and hopes to one day own a private practice as well as teach.
“Congratulations to my fellow IS20s and D20s and best of luck to you all.”
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Ava Ghassemi, D2020
Ava grew up in Dover, Massachusetts. She graduated with a B.S. degree in Biology and a
minor in Psychology from Northeastern University.
Ava is incredibly grateful for the invaluable education she received at TUSDM. She would
like to extend tremendous gratitude towards her didactic instructors, Dr. Paul Leavis and
Dr. Steven Eisen, for the countless ways they aided her success over the past four years.
Ava would also like to thank her Back Bay Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Leader,
Dr. Armond Enos and Dr. Michael McQueen, for all of their guidance and mentorship. In
addition, she extends sincerest gratitude to the clinical faculty with whom she worked,
particularly Drs. Hadi Gholami, Eduardo Olegario, and Aidee Herman, as well as Associate
Dean Robert Kasberg and Dr. Ruby Ghaffari, who all played a vital role in her growth and
development at TUSDM. Ava is also incredibly thankful to Dr. Jess Kane for all of his
support, consistent positive energy, and comic relief in times of stress.
Ava would like to express endless gratitude and love for Fatima Dhanani, D19, for blessing
her with unlimited support and for embodying selflessness. She thanks Fatima from the
bottom of her heart for always being her trusted confidant, truest friend, and for five years
of cherished memories. This day would not have been achievable without her.
Most importantly, Ava is forever indebted to her parents, Dr. Bahram Ghassemi and Soury
Ghassemi for continuously praying for her success and for their unwavering support,
patience, infinite encouragement, and love throughout her entire academic career. She is
also grateful for her sister, Dr. Sara Ghassemi, who has been the best role model, and her
brother Kaveh Ghassemi for his purity and love.
After graduation, Ava will be following her father’s footsteps by completing a Pediatric
postgraduate residency at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.

Daniela Ghobrial, D2020
Daniela graduated from the University of South Florida with a B.S. degree in Biomedical
Sciences and B.A. degree in Religious Studies before beginning her dental career at Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine. While at Tufts, Daniela served on the Give Kids A
Smile E-board for 2 years and volunteered at their annual events. She was also a recipient
of the Dr. Pauline Fuller Persons, D30, Endowed Scholarship for Women Dental Students.
Daniela would like to thank all of her preceptors who helped her grow into an eager young
dentist. She would specifically like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alex
Miele and Denisa Stasa for being amazing mentors. Daniela is also grateful to Dr. Shubha
Nanda, Dr. Stephany Cordero, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, and Dr. Maria Avrampou for
their guidance and patience. Daniela is also thankful to her clinical and pre-clinical
instructors, DPAs Tangy Person and Romell Madison, as well as dispensary and dental
assistant Matilda Bejko for allowing clinic to run smoothly. In addition, Daniela would like
to thank her parents, sister, and family friends who stood by her side. Lastly, Daniela
would like to thank the friends she made at dental school who helped keep her sane during
tough times.
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Taha Ghouleh, D2020
Taha grew up in Chicago, Illinois and graduated from Lewis University with a B.S. degree in
Biology in 2015. He then completed a Masters in Biomedical Sciences at Midwestern
University in 2016. While at TUSDM, Taha had the pleasure of exploring various aspects of
dentistry and was thankful to earn recognition on the Dean’s List.
None of this would have been possible without the guidance of God as well as the
unwavering love, support, and guidance of Taha’s selfless mother, Basimah, and all ten
siblings. He is thankful for his aunts, uncle, cousins, and friends who kept him grounded
and were a constant source of support and strength during stressful times.
In addition, Taha would like to sincerely thank all the faculty and staff who enriched his
dental education and growth as a clinician and human being. He gives special recognition
to his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mark Caddell, and Dr. Mary Karish as well
as his clinical instructors Drs. David Joey Chang, Kanchan Ganda, Mark Lerman, Dean
Cohen, Ala Ali, Huda Stipho, Francois Fisselier, Linda Marinello, and James Theodore.
Lastly, Taha would like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg and Sharon Snaggs for their consistent
support and help during his time at Tufts.
After graduation, Taha is looking forward to continuing his education as an Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgical Resident at the University of Pennsylvania and wishes best of luck to
the Class of 2020!

Michelle Leah Ginsberg, D2020
Michelle is an Israeli-American who will be a first generation dentist in her family. She was
born in Plantation, Florida, and grew up in Boca Raton and Israel until she attended
college. Michelle graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a minor in
Organic Chemistry from Florida State University in 2015. Before attending dental school,
Michelle worked as a substitute teacher teaching Biology, Chemistry, and Math to middle
school and high school students.
As a lifetime member of Delta Sigma Delta, Michelle continued her volunteering with
Special Smiles in Florida, Massachusetts, and Vermont, to screen athletes who
participated in the Special Olympics. She always had a passion for working with the
special needs community and will continue to do so in the future as a restorative dentist.
During dental school, Michelle completed a five-week externship at Lynn Community
Health Center, where she learned to communicate competently in Spanish and provided
dental care to an underserved population in Massachusetts. Michelle was also a recipient
of the Drs. Ann M. Sagalyn, D79 and Suzanne Rothenberg, D41 Endowed Scholarship.
Michelle would like to thank all her wonderful and supportive colleagues, as well as the
faculty with whom she worked over the years at Tufts. Michelle would like to attribute her
achievements to her brilliant parents, Dr. Barry and Dalia Ginsberg, as well as her partner
and fellow colleague, Alexander Schneider, D20, and thank them for all their love and
support. The friends that she has made throughout the years have become family to her,
including but not limited to: Idan and Adi Davidyan, Dena Shuster and Sam Shuster, Ned
Gold, Zachary Kofos and Brigitte Laukien Kofos, Patrick Wilson and Rachel Pearson, and
Sarah Franklin.
After graduation, Michelle will be moving to California with her partner, Alexander, and
work as a restorative dentist in private practice.
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Edward J. Gold, D2020
Edward (or Ned as everyone knows him) was born in Boston, MA and grew up in Brighton
and Lexington, MA. He earned his B.A. degree in Psychology from Northeastern University
in 2014. Prior to entering dental school, Ned completed a two-year post-baccalaureate
program at Tufts University in Medford, MA. He also worked at Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center as a research assistant administering Transcranial Magnetic (Brain)
Stimulation, an experience that helped him to realize neither Psychology nor Neuroscience
were good career fits for him. This ultimately led him to decide on a career in dentistry.
While at TUSDM, Ned had the honor to serve as President of the Practice Management Club
where he helped organize events that provided students with opportunities to learn more
about the business aspect of dentistry. Ned also served on the Give Kids A Smile executive
board as Chair of the Clinical Committee. In addition, Ned participated in a variety of other
clubs and events including the Implant Club. He was also a recipient of the Tufts University
Dental Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship.
Ned’s achievement at TUSDM would not have been possible without the continuous love
and support from his wife, family and friends. Ned is particularly grateful to his parents for
their encouragement and for reminding him to keep putting one foot in front of the other.
He especially wishes to thank his wonderful wife, Bianca, whose dedication to her work
inspired him to stay disciplined throughout school and whose cheery outlook kept him
centered and focused on being his best.
Ned would also like to extend his immeasurable gratitude to the TUSDM staff and faculty,
whose guidance will be forever cherished and who instilled in him a passion for a lifetime of learning the field of Dentistry. Most notably,
Ned would like to thank the Group Back Bay Practice Coordinators, Drs. Armond Enos, David Leader, and Michael McQueen, as well as PA
Alyx, PRC Caitlin, PRA’s Juan and Jessica, assistants, Linda, and the rest of the dispensary staff. Ned would also like to thank Dr. Patrick
McGarry, Dr. Steven Rubin, Dr. William Silvestri, Louise Paolucci, Dr. Katerina Paraskevopoulou, Dr. Stephany Cordero, Dr. Rocio
Saavedra, Dr. Vangel Zissi, Dr. Peter Arsenault and Dr. Mary Jane Hanlon.
After graduation, Ned hopes to practice in Portland, ME.

Benjamin Golub, D2020
Benjamin was born and raised in Bergen County, New Jersey. He attended Union College
and Syracuse University for his undergraduate studies, earning a Bachelors degree in
Middle Eastern Studies from Syracuse in 2015 while fulfilling his pre-dental requirements.
Ben grew up in a dental household, being the son of Jamie Diament-Golub, a pediatric
dentist, and Jon Golub, an orthodontist. As you can imagine, dinner conversations for Ben
usually consisted of the different shapes, sizes, and color of the smiles seen earlier in the
day. Ben is appreciative to his parents for passing on their philosophies and sharing their
stories of their time at TUSDM. Benjamin would also like to thank his two brothers, Zachary
and Michael for their endless support and encouragement throughout the past four years.
Throughout his tenure at Tufts, Ben served as co-founder and president of the Tufts’ Global
Health Student Association (GHSA) which is recognized through the International College
of Dentists. Through GHSA, Ben was able to improve Tufts Global Service Learning projects
including an annual project to impoverished regions of Jamaica. Ben would like to thank Dr.
John Morgan from the public health department for his continued mentorship in Global
Service Learning.
Benjamin is extremely grateful for the relationships he built during his time at TUSDM,
both with the faculty and his classmates. He would like to extend a special thanks to his
Practice Coordinators, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, and Dr. Richard Harold,
whose willingness to teach, patience, and positive attitudes were instrumental in shaping
him into the clinician he is today. He would like to thank Dr. Christina Pastan for
encouraging him to ride the dental school ‘wave.’
Ben would like to express special thanks to Dr. Steven Rubin, Dr. David Joey Chang, and the rest of the Oral Surgery department for
sharing their wealth of knowledge and of course, teaching him how to dress/conduct himself professionally.
After graduation, Benjamin will continue his education as an intern for the Rutgers Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Residency Program in
Newark, NJ.
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Zachary Golub, D2020
Zach was born and raised in Bergen County, New Jersey. He graduated from Syracuse
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology in 2015. During his undergraduate
years, Zach actively participated in international dental outreach missions to Guatemala,
Jamaica, and Cambodia. These experiences solidified his passion for dentistry and
motivated him to apply to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM). Following in
his parents, Jon, D87, and Jamie D89, as well as brother Michael, D18, Zach along with his
twin brother Ben matriculated into the TUSDM class of 2020.
While at TUSDM, Zach received numerous accolades for academic and extracurricular
achievement. He was the founder and co-president of the TUSDM Global Health Student
Association as well as an avid member of the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry
Club. He also earned a Tufts Merit Scholarship and received recognition on the Dean’s List
his first and third year. Zach participated in numerous Global Service Learning projects and
traveled internationally to provide dental care and education to underserved populations.
He completed research with Dr. John Morgan in the Department of Public Health and
Community Service and was also selected to participate in the Pediatric Dentistry Selective
Program in his 4th year.
In July of 2018, Zach participated in the Tisch Summer Fellowship Program and spent 5
weeks in rural Zambia providing dental care and exploring methods of oral health
sustainability for underserved populations. This experience affirmed his passion for public
health and oral health advocacy and motivated him to pursue a postgraduate residency in
pediatric dentistry.
Zach would like to express sincere appreciation to Associate Dean Robert Kasberg, Executive Associate Dean Mark Gonthier, Dean
Emeritus Huw Thomas, and Dean Nadeem Karimbux for their commitment and devotion to the students. He also gives special thanks to
his Practice Coordinators, Drs. David Paul, Alex Miele and Denisa Stasa, for their support and direction. In addition, Zach would like to
extend gratitude to Dr. John Morgan, Dr. Rocio Saavedra, and Dr. Steven Rubin for their continued knowledge and guidance throughout
his academic and clinical experience.
Above all, Zach would like to thank his family for their continued support. He is thankful to his mother and father for exposing him to the
great profession of dentistry and for attending all of his soccer games growing up; his brothers, Ben and Mike for their guidance and
comic relief; and his girlfriend, Jolie, for her constant support and motivation.
After graduation, Zach will be continuing his education at the pediatric dentistry residency program at New York-Presbyterian Hospital/
Columbia University Medical Center while continuing to be involved with local and international outreach and advocacy. He wishes the
best of luck to all of his classmates.

Logan Charles Goodrich, D2020
Logan was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He earned a B.A. degree with a major in Biology
and minors in Chemistry and Psychology from Wabash College, one of three all-male
colleges left in the country, in 2015. He then earned a Master of Science degree from
Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) in 2016.
While at Tufts, Logan was fortunate to be selected as both a preclinical and clinical student
teaching assistant. He participated in several clubs and events including the Tufts
Aesthetics Society, Tufts Implant Dentistry Club, and Give Kids a Smile. Logan was also a
recipient of the Dr. Martin P. Sachs Scholarship Fund.
Logan’s accomplishments at TUSDM would not have been possible without the constant
love and support from his fiancée, family, and friends. Logan would like to extend a
heartfelt thanks to his fiancée, Taylor, for helping him to maintain a long-distance
relationship 900 miles apart over the four years he lived in Boston. Logan is also
extremely grateful for the lifelong friends he made while in dental school. He cannot
imagine going through dental school without all of the laughs and memories.
Logan would like to thank all of the TUSDM staff and faculty, his success at Tufts would not
have been possible without all of the mentorship and guidance he received from them.
Logan also extends special thanks to the Group Exeter Practice Coordinators, DPA’s, and
assistants.
Lastly, Logan would like to thank his parents, Gary and Michelle, who have exemplified
hard work and dedication throughout his life and supported him following his dream to
become a dentist. He is also thankful for his sister Lauren, his aunts, as well as his
grandparents.
After graduation, Logan plans to move back to Northeastern Indiana to practice as a
general dentist.
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Robert Grassi, D2020
Robert grew up in Winchester, Massachusetts before earning a B.S. degree in Biology from
Tufts University in 2016. Throughout his dental education, Robert continued his
undergraduate work in the field of Additive Manufacturing and Soft Robotics. He also
mentored many prospective dental students via the Tufts University Pre-Dental Society as
well as organized events for the American Student Dental Association as its Pre-Dental
Director.
Robert sincerely thanks the Tufts faculty who played an important role in his dental
education. He would especially like to thank Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary
Karish, for their guidance and support as Practice Coordinators of the Exeter Group
Practice. Robert is also grateful for the mentorship and expertise of Drs. Duangkamol
Blankenship, Dean Cohen, Ronald Davitt, Richard Doff, Francois Fisselier, Mary Marefat,
Aram Mirigian, and Huda Stipho.
Most importantly, Robert would like to thank his family for their support, encouragement,
and unconditional love. He understands and sincerely appreciates all of the sacrifices they
made to help him in his educational journey.
After graduation, Robert is looking forward to practicing and contributing to emerging
dental technologies.

Ericka D. Gray, D2020
Ericka was born in Tampa, Florida and raised in the suburbs of Atlanta, GA. She graduated
from Florida State University with a B.S. degree in Biology in 2012. Ericka then worked as
an Expanded Functions Dental Assistant for Dr. Luis F. Breton in Cooper City, Florida before
earning her M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2016. Ericka felt
blessed to gain acceptance into the prestigious Tufts University School of Dental Medicine
that same year.
While at TUSDM, Ericka was a member of the Student National Dental Association (SNDA)
and served as Treasurer. She participated in several community service activities including
Impressions Day, Smile Share and Care, and the Oral Cancer Foundation Awareness Walk.
Ericka also enjoyed providing free oral healthcare to local underserved children by
organizing and participating in the annual Give Kids a Smile. Even though Ericka was not a
Clinical Teaching Assistant, she valued helping her classmates and underclassmen with
clinical procedures and questions.
Ericka thanks God for guiding her and helping her overcome obstacles and adversity. She
expresses heartfelt gratitude to her greatest role model and mother, Linda. Without her
unconditional love, support, and endless encouraging “Dr. Gray” letters sent to her since
July 2016, Ericka would not have reached her goals of becoming a dentist. Ericka would
also like to thank her grandmother, aunt, and godmother for always displaying strength
and perseverance. She is additionally grateful to the rest of her family and friends for their
love and support as she pursued her dreams far away from home in Boston,
Massachusetts.
Ericka would like to extend special gratitude to Dr. Robert Kasberg for his infinite inspirational words and having faith in her abilities. She
expresses appreciation to Group Fairfield Practice Coordinator, Dr. Paul Trombly, for his mentorship, comprehensive teaching, and real
world wisdom. Ericka would also like to thank Dr. Ronald Davitt for always donning a bright smile and being a great mentor. She extends
great thanks to Drs. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Cynthia Yered-McLaughlin for their encouraging words. Ericka felt that providing
ultimate care to patients was gratifying thanks to the expertise of Drs. Iqbal Singh, Dean Cohen, Carolyn Cottrell, Shubha Nanda, Peter
Arsenault, James Theodore, Leo Whitworth, Daniel Lee, Mary Marefat, Marcelo Suzuki, Hanna Bae, Yo-Wei Chen, Ala Ali, Steven Rubin,
Kanchan Ganda, and Tanya Wright. Ericka would also like to thank her Fairfield DPAs Julie Fleck, Shauna Carty, and Denise Tran for their
friendship, support and immense hard work. Lastly, she acknowledges the hard work of the dispensary and radiology staff and Patti
Casey for making sure clinic flows properly.
Finally, Ericka would like to thank the lifelong amazing friends she made in the D20 class for the unforgettable memories and always
being there through this amazing journey called dental school.
After graduation, Ericka will begin her career as a general dentist in Florida. She would like to wish her classmates the best of luck in their
future endeavors!
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Kerolos Habib, DI2020
Kerolos was born and raised in Aswan, Egypt. After high school, Kerolos moved to Cairo
where he began his dental education at O.6.U (October 6 University). Kerolos earned a
Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree with “Excellent of Honor” in 2009. He then completed a
one-year residency in the October 6 University Hospital and got his license to practice
dentistry in Egypt in 2010. Kerolos joined the military service in the Egyptian Army, and
due to his dental background and credits, served with the Medical Corps for 13 months.
After completion, Kerolos practiced in Egypt for one year before moving to the United
States. While he was studying for the National Board Dental Exams, Kerolos worked as a
dental insurance biller in one of the biggest dental centers on Wall Street in New York.
Kerolos would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry for giving him the opportunity to join TUSDM
as well as for his guidance and support. He would also like to thank his Practice
Coordinators, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Edward Fidrocki and Dr. Richard Harold, who were
his biggest advocates and helped him along his dental journey. In addition, Kerolos gives
special thanks to Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Kanchan Ganda, Ala Ali, Charles Rankin, Steven
Rubin, William Lobel, Rocio Saavedra, David Bardwell, Sheldon Duchin, Khaled Shaikhi,
and Maria Avrampou.
Lastly, Kerolos would like to thank his family and friends, and particularly appreciates the
unconditional love and support he received from his parents.
After graduation, Kerolos intends to expand his knowledge and skills and to serve the
community in Massachusetts.

Monica Hamilton, D2020
Monica was raised in South Florida and completed a B.S. degree in Biochemistry with a
minor in Spanish Language Studies from Andrews University in 2016. During her time at
Tufts, Monica was an active member of the Student National Dental Association (SNDA) and
served on the executive board as the welcome committee chair. Monica also participated
in multiple community service activities through SNDA such as Impressions Day, the Rocket
Science Program and Give Kids a Smile. During her senior year, Monica participated in the
student Teaching Assisting program and worked as a clinical radiology teaching assistant
as well as an interviewer of prospective students for the admissions committee. She was
also a recipient of the Dr. Alfred Osher, DG62, and Mrs. Suzi Osher Endowed Scholarship.
Monica would sincerely like to thank her parents, Wayne and Olga, for their undying love,
support, advice and encouragement. She would also like to mention the rest of her family,
as well as her friends, both old and new, for their support throughout the last four years.
Monica would like to give a special shout out to her new family The Realest “Friends”
Under the Sun for walking this dental journey with her arm in arm, uphill both ways! She
would like to thank them for the growth and valuable life lessons and would not have made
it through without their help, sacrifice, and much needed laughter.
Monica would like to especially thank Drs. Robert Kasberg, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, and
Ronald Davitt for their overwhelming kindness and understanding throughout her dental
school journey! Above all, Monica would like to thank her Heavenly Father, who has been
her greatest source of strength and for fulfilling His promises in her life.
After graduation, Monica plans to return to Florida and practice general dentistry.
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Susan Ann Harvey, D2020
Susan was born and raised in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. She was the last of four
children born to The Honorable Rebecca McBeath, Esq. and Dr. Paul E. Harvey Jr. Susan
received a B.A. degree in Neuroscience from Barnard College of Columbia University in
2016.
While at Tufts, Susan served as her class liaison for the American Association of Women
Dentists during her first and second year as well as the Academic Chair during her third
year. During her fourth year, Susan was a part of the Periodontal Selective Program at
TUSDM. She was an active member of Delta Sigma Delta each year and was honored to
receive the Northeast Delta Dental Endowed Scholarship during her third and fourth year.
Susan enjoyed her externship at the Goodwin Community Health Center, which gave her an
amazing opportunity to begin learning about New Hampshire dentistry clinically and
politically.
Susan would like to thank the TUSDM staff and faculty who helped her every day,
particularly the Group Exeter Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mark Caddell and
Dr. Mary Karish-Dodge for teaching her the foundations of dentistry.
Susan would like to acknowledge and congratulate her fellow classmates and future
colleagues on all their accomplishments! She gives special thanks to her study group
Taylor Van Houten, Lena Barouxis and Robby Brookings, without whom she would still be
studying in the library. Susan is also grateful to Logan Goodrich for promoting caffeine
intake and showing her the definition of what a selfless provider is. Her time at TUSDM will
forever be elevated by the memories made with all of them.
Susan would like to thank Robby Brookings who taught her that individual power can come from true partnership. She was blessed with a
partner who showed her through example the power that love and positivity can have in healthcare. He helped her find herself as a
provider and a person over the past four years and she is looking forward to continuing their journey. Susan would also like to thank the
entire Brookings family for their love and support throughout her time at TUSDM.
Susan would like to thank her family for their support. Her siblings, Paul, Elizabeth and Andrew all showed her the value in laughing at
herself and provided distraction in her weakest moments. Her most revered accolade will forever be being the “S” in PEAS. Susan would
like to thank her mother, Rebecca, who sets her world afire with curiosity and always pushes her into the perspectives of others. She is
also thankful to her father, Paul, for grounding her while encouraging her to find her personal passions in dentistry.
After graduation, Susan will practice with her father and brother at Harvey Family Dentistry in Portsmouth NH. She will be part of the third
generation of Harvey’s serving the NH Seacoast. Susan ultimate goal in dentistry is to provide care to underserved populations,
particularly survivors of domestic violence.

Anne Hefele Pagac, D2020
Anne was born and raised in Ashland, Virginia. She attended the College of William and
Mary, where she earned a B.S. degree in Neuroscience with a minor in Biochemistry. Anne
was inspired to enter dentistry by her Father, Dr. William Hefele.
While at Tufts, Anne was a recipient of the Dr. Lino Tiberi, D47, Family Scholarship Fund,
the Dr. James B. Gallagher, Jr. A47, D49, DG68 and Dr. Esther M. Wilkins, D49, DG66
Scholarship Fund and the Hunter-Gould Family Scholarship. Anne would like to thank the
faculty and staff at Tufts, without whom learning would not be possible. She would
especially like to thank the Back Bay Practice Coordinators and office administrators, Dr.
Eduardo Olegario, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. David Leader, Caitlin Lu,
Jessica Cardona, Juan Catano, and Jimmy Nguyen. With everyone’s help, Anne was able to
learn the clinical, professional, and practical aspects of dentistry.
Anne wants to thank her husband Joshua for his continued love and support for the past
four years across the distance. She would also like to thank her Mom, Dad, Tommy, Katie,
Fiona, Angie, Frank, Suzannah, Amanda and Matthew for everything they’ve done for her
during school. In addition, Anne is grateful to all her friends, especially those she made at
Tufts.
After graduation, Anne is excited to return home to Virginia where she will work with her
father in private practice.
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Craig E. Holliday, D2020
Craig grew up in Six Mile, SC, and attended Clemson University where he earned a B.S.
degree in Biological Sciences in 2014. After working for 2 years in the ICU at Baptist Easley
Hospital, Craig gained entrance to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) to
pursue his childhood dream of becoming a dentist.
As a recipient of the Summer Research Fellowship Program, Craig performed research in
the TUSDM Oral Medicine department. He subsequently had his research on Sjögrens
Syndrome and dry mouth published in the Journal of Oral Diseases. Craig also presented
his research at the Tufts Bates-Andrews Research Day, the Boston University Dental School,
and at the American Association for Dental Research Conference in Ft. Lauderdale, FL in
2018. Craig was inducted into the Bates-Andrews Research Honor Society and received
the Procter and Gamble AADR Traveling Fellowship Award. Craig was also a Dean’s List
recipient each year, was awarded a Tufts Merit Scholarship for the 2019-2020 academic
year, and was a recipient of the Dr. James E. Royer, D78 Endowed Scholarship for 4th year
students who are pursuing oral surgery.
Craig was a CPR instructor from 2016-2018 and served as the lead CPR instructor from
2018-2020. He was also the class course liaison for the Cardiovascular and Implant
Dentistry courses and then became a student teaching assistant and tutor for the
Cardiovascular and Gastrointestinal courses.
Craig was involved in many on-campus clubs and activities. He served as the Oral Surgery
Club Treasurer and the Bates Student Research Club Treasurer and Vice President. In
addition to participation in these clubs, Craig also served as the Volunteer Relations
Committee Head for the Give Kids a Smile event in 2019. Craig’s most memorable
experiences at Tufts include spending time in the oral surgery department, assisting classmates and residents with surgeries, and taking
time to help out in the operating room at Tufts Medical Center.
Outside of Tufts, Craig was heavily involved at Hope Fellowship Church in Cambridge, MA, where he served as a student leader, taught
Sunday morning Bible study, and led weekly evening student group gatherings with other local churches. On occasion, he would also
teach community group Bible study during the week.
Craig plans to pursue an oral surgery residency when he graduates from Tufts Dental School. His dream is to become a private practice
oral surgeon and move back to South Carolina to raise a family.
Craig would like to extend sincere thanks and appreciation to all the dental faculty who taught and guided him along his entire dental
journey. Specifically, he would like to thank his Back Bay Group Practice Coordinators, front desk and dispensary staff, and those who
cleaned clinic once everyone had gone home. He would also like to thank the oral surgery faculty and residents for their guidance and life
lessons, especially his oral surgery mentor, Dr. Steven Rubin.
Lastly, Craig would like to thank his family, especially his parents, Norman and Carol, for their constant support and encouragement.

Amy C. Hong, D2020
Amy grew up in Rockville, Maryland and graduated from the University of Maryland,
College Park with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology in 2014. She worked as a
Pediatric Dental Assistant during college and for two years after graduation and was
actively involved in her community through dental outreach events, elementary school
visits, and health disparity research. Amy appreciates her valuable experience during
these years as it solidified her decision to apply to dental school. She was very grateful to
get an acceptance at her top choice, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, as her
mentor, Dr. Sylvia Yen, graduated from the school. Amy was a first generation college
student and will now become the first doctor in her family.
During Amy’s time at Tufts, she worked as a student Teaching Assistant for the
Endocrinology and Oral Maxillofacial Pathology courses and was also selected as a Clinical
student Teaching Assistant for Group Practice Atlantic. Amy enjoyed helping her colleagues
grow and develop confidence in their skills. Amy also had the opportunity to be a part of an
eye opening one week long Global Service Learning trip to the Dominican Republic where
she provided oral health education and free dental care to the underserved community.
Additionally, her five-week externship at the Lynn Community Health Center was an
impactful experience, where she gained confidence in her time management and
diagnostic skills. Amy was also grateful to have received the Tufts Merit Scholarship and
earn recognition on the Dean’s List each year.
Amy would like to thank her mother, Irene Mendoza, who was the only one in her family to
immigrate from Peru, and raise Amy and her siblings. She taught Amy to be responsible,
strong, and determined in order to achieve more than she did. Amy is also thankful for her significant other, Sam, who she met in Boston
during her first year at Tufts. Sam was her rock throughout school and supported her in all her endeavors. She would not have been able
to achieve what she did at Tufts without him. Amy also met life-long friends at the school who shared many new experiences with her,
from endless nights of studying together, dancing Bhangara at the Multicultural night, and camping in Bar Harbor to flying overseas to
Columbia, Spain, and Morocco. Amy learned that there is nothing stronger than the bond of true friendship. Lastly, Amy would like to
thank all the Tufts faculty for their commitment to her dental education, especially her Practice Coordinators Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, Dr.
Olympia Karacosta, and her mentor, Dr. Karen Wallach.
After graduation, Amy will begin a General Practice Residency at the Veterans Affairs Hospital in Washington, D.C. She congratulates all
the 2020 graduates and wishes them all the best in their successful careers!
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Richard Y. Hong, D2020
Richard was born in Los Angeles and raised in Orange County, CA. Richard attended the
University of California, Los Angeles and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Psychobiology in 2014. Upon graduating, Richard worked as a dental assistant prior to
starting dental school at TUSDM in 2016.
While at TUSDM, Richard conducted research with Dr. Paul Levi and his classmate, Stephen
Kwon. Under the guidance of Dr. Levi and Dr. Bjorn Steffensen, Richard and Stephen
completed a study comparing the efficacy of horizontal vs. vertical bitewings in diagnosing
periodontal diseases. Richard and Stephen received the Student Research Fellowship in
2018 and presented their findings at 2019 Bates-Andrews Research Day, where they won
the Second-Place Award for Predoctoral Table Clinic. Both Richard and Stephen were
inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Honor Society for their work in 2019 and the paper
was published in the Journal of Dental Education in 2020.
Richard was involved in the Periodontology Study Club at Tufts and served as the Club’s
vice-president and then president. Richard was also a Clinic Liaison for the pre-doctoral
clinic as well as a student teaching assistant for Operative Dentistry and Fixed
Prosthodontics. For his accomplishments, Richard was honored with three Academic Merit
Scholarships and three Dean’s List recognitions. He was also a recipient of the Tufts
University Dental Alumni Association Basic Science Award in 2018, the Dr. Richard Delson,
D70, Endowed Prize Fund for Excellence in Periodontology and Prosthodontics in 2019,
and both the TUSDM Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Science Award and Basic Science
Award in 2019.
Richard would first like to thank Dr. Paul Levi for his mentorship throughout his time at TUSDM. He also is thankful to his Group Fairfield
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Paul Trombly and Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao for their guidance in clinic. Richard additionally extends gratitude
to Drs. Bjorn Steffensen, Colette Catalino, Irina Dragan, Steven Eisen, Rocio Saavedra, Ronald Davitt, Marcelo Suzuki, and Shruti Jain for
their help in pre-clinical education, research, and clinical experience. Furthermore, Richard thanks Drs. Yumi Ogata and Martyn Green for
their guidance during the Perio Selective Program. Additionally, Richard would like to thank his DPAs, Julie Fleck and Denise Tran, and the
dispensary staff.
Finally, Richard would like to thank his family for their support and his D20 classmates for being with him throughout his journey at
TUSDM.
After graduation, Richard will be moving to New York for his Periodontics residency at Columbia University College of Dental Medicine.

Kevin Hua, D2020
Kevin grew up in Long Island, New York and graduated from Cornell University with a
Bachelor of Science in Biological Engineering degree in 2015 before matriculating into
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM).
Kevin would like to express gratitude to TUSDM for the education he received. Specifically,
he would like to thank his preclinical and clinical faculty, front desk staff, dispensary staff,
and Practice Coordinators for their mentorship along the way, particularly Dr. Michael
McQueen, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr. Jong Park,
Dr. Robert Mandel, Dr. Aikaterini Paraskevopoulou, and Dr. Eduardo Olegario. Kevin cannot
thank them enough for the time, patience, and incredible knowledge each of them
imparted during the diagnosis and all the clinical portions of dentistry.
Kevin is grateful for all the friends that he made from childhood through TUSDM. Lastly,
Kevin would like to thank his family and grandparents for their unconditional support and
endless encouragement throughout his life.
After graduation, Kevin will begin a General Practice Residency at New York PresbyterianQueens. He will also continue his goal of serving the community and being a mentor to
future dentists in training.
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Alice Huang, D2020
Alice was born in California and raised in Taiwan. She graduated from Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore with a B.A. degree in Psychology before attending Tufts Dental.
During her time at Tufts, Alice served as a course liaison for the Introduction to the Dental
Patient (IDP) I, II, and III courses. She also participated in the Student Teaching Assistant
(TA) Program and served as a clinical TA in Group Practice Charlestown, where she helped
students transition into clinic and provided assistance with clinical procedures. As a TA,
she was involved with the admissions process and interviewed applicants for the incoming
class. Alice was on the Dean’s List during her third year and received a Tufts Merit
Scholarship for the 2019-20 academic year.
Alice is grateful to her Practice Coordinators and faculty, Drs. David Paul, Denisa Stasa,
Alex Miele, James Theodore, William Sylvia, Nitu Singh, Jose Segura, Ala Ali, and Patrick
McGarry for their persistent guidance and for always challenging her to be a better
clinician. She would also like to extend her appreciation to her DPAs, Tangy Person and
Romell Madison, dental assistant, Matilda, the dispensary staff, Jackie, Michela, and Ali,
and the radiology team.
Alice dedicates her degree to her parents, Shu-Chun Hung and Kuo-Feng Huang, and
thanks them for their sacrifice and love to help her reach her academic achievements. She
is also thankful to her sister, Angela, who is a constant source of support and laughter. She
would like to express gratitude to her late grandfather for his encouragement during her
journey into dentistry. Alice recognizes her boyfriend, Peter, for his constant belief in her
and for being a rock during difficult times. Alice thanks her friends, the “Dental Cavities,”
for all the fond memories and laughs shared in the glass room. Most of all, Alice thanks
God for His provision and abundant blessings. She is grateful to be a member of the Class
of 2020!
After graduation, Alice plans to work as a general dentist in New England. She will continue
to develop her clinical skills and show compassion for her patients.

Lindsay D. Hughes, D2020
Lindsay was born and raised in Ohio and received her B.S. degree in Psychology from The
Ohio State University Honors College in 2015. After earning this degree, Lindsay worked in
the Pediatric Dentistry Department and Inpatient Pediatric Neurological Rehabilitation Unit
at Nationwide Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio for one year.
Lindsay’s TUSDM degree is one she considers to be shared with her family. It is the
culmination of a lifelong journey that would not have been possible without her family’s
unconditional love, support, encouragement and guidance.
Lindsay would like to extend appreciation to all of her preclinical, clinical, and didactic
instructors. She gives special thanks to the faculty and staff of Group Practice Atlantic, who
were instrumental in shaping her into the clinician she is today, and to her patients for
their continuous patience.
Lindsay is grateful to have been a part of the TUSDM Class of 2020. She feels fortunate to
have shared this journey with lifelong friends (soon to be lifelong dental colleagues) and is
excited to have also met her significant other here. Dental school would not have been the
same without their individual inspirational stories, shared laughter, and daily motivation.
After graduation, Lindsay is looking forward to completing an Advanced Education in
General Dentistry residency at NYU Langone Dental Medicine in Winslow, Arizona.
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Teresa H. Huynh, D2020
Teresa Huynh earned a B.S. degree in Psychology from the University of Florida in 2013.
She then worked as a dental assistant at the University of Florida Pediatric Clinic before
completing her M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2016.
While at Tufts, Teresa was a recipient of the General Dental Scholarship. Teresa would like
to begin by thanking all of the wonderful faculty members at TUSDM for being so willing to
help guide her through the dental clinic and teaching her essential hand skills and dental
procedures. Teresa appreciates Dr. Patrick McGarry and Jimmy Nguyen for giving her the
opportunity to be a Teaching Assistant in the Emergency clinic where she learned valuable
lessons on how to treat patients in the future. She also felt lucky to have such admirable
Prosthodontics and Operative faculty at the school who were able to guide her through all
the steps of the numerous procedures she has performed. In addition, Teresa would like to
give credit to her Group Practice Dorchester Coordinators for teaching her how to handle
difficult patients and educating her how to treatment plan.
Teresa would like to continually thank her family for their constant love and support
without which none of this would be possible. Her parents have always allowed her to do
what it takes to pursue her dreams of becoming a dentist. Teresa also would not have been
able to make it through the four years without having her siblings listening to all her
problems and complaints and giving her something to look forward to with all of their fun
trips. Even with their busy schedules, Teresa is lucky to have close friends who stuck by her
side throughout all of undergrad, the masters program, and dental school. Moreover,
Teresa would like to thank the Geary family for welcoming her into their family, taking care
of her through the difficult times, and brightening up her day whenever she’s around. She
hopes to continue their unforgettable experiences and adventures every year.
Last, but not least, Teresa would like to thank her love, Robert Emmett, for always being available to answer all her dental questions, for
teaching her something new every day, and for making her fall in love with New England. Rob has made her dental experience more
enjoyable and stress-free.
To all of the friends Teresa made during dental school, she appreciates all the laughs, adventures, and memories they have shared
together. She hopes to continue to keep in touch and be able to go on fun annual trips together.
After graduation, Teresa will be working as a dental associate in the Boston area.

Amy Iglesias, D2020
Amy was born and raised in Miami, Florida. She graduated with a B.A. degree in Chemistry
and a minor in Business Administration from Florida International University.
While at Tufts, Amy developed clinical skills and strove to provide the best care to all of her
patients every day. Amy also dedicated her time as a student teaching assistant for the
operative course for the first year students. She was also a recipient of the General Dental
Scholarship.
Amy would like to offer her gratitude to all the faculty who guided her through the journey
of dental school. She would particularly like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs.
Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos and Richard Harold, for their amazing mentorship and
support.
Amy is forever grateful for the friendships she made at TUSDM that will last a lifetime, and
is thankful to these friends for their constant support throughout all the tough obstacles.
Lastly, Amy would like to express her appreciation and love to her family, especially her
mom and dad, for all of their constant love and support. She would also like to thank her
family for all of the sacrifices and help they provided throughout her education.
After graduation, Amy will be attending a General Practice Residency at Montefiore Medical
Center in New York.
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Jacob Itskovich, D2020
Jacob grew up in West Bloomfield, Michigan. He earned a B.S. degree in Nutritional Science
from Michigan State University in 2013. He then completed an M.S. degree in Biomedical
Science from Barry University in 2016.
While at Tufts, Jacob was a recipient of the Dr. John S. Wolkowicz and Family Endowed
Scholarship Fund. Jacob would like to give special recognition to his Practice Coordinators,
Dr. David Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, and Dr. Michael McQueen. He would also like to
recognize Ligelia Ortiz, Dr. Amit Sachdeo, Dr. Aikaterini Paraskevopoulou, Dr. Nanda
Shubha, and Dr. Edward Olegario. In addition, Jacob is thankful to all of the other clinical
instructors who provided him with an excellent education.
Jacob would like to thank his loving parents for their endless support and encouragement,
his sister who was always a phone call away, his grandparents for their assistance and
support, and his uncle and aunt for their guidance throughout dental school.
After graduation, Jacob will become a postgraduate resident at University of Connecticut
School of Dental Medicine.

Charles K. James, D2020
Charles was raised in Pembroke Pines, FL. and earned his B.S. degree in Health Sciences
from University of Central Florida in 2013. He then returned to South Florida and worked in
the field of cancer research at Nova Southeastern University. Charles enrolled at the
University of South Florida where he earned his M.S. degree in Medical Sciences in 2015
while publishing and lecturing his research on enhancing the anticancer effect of tyrosine
kinase inhibitors at the University of South Florida’s Department of Pharmaceutical
Science. Charles furthered the advancement of cancer research at Moffitt Cancer Center in
Tampa, FL. where he published his research on the effect of immunotherapy as a promising
approach to induce anti-tumor immunity and tumor regression in multiple types of cancer.
Charles then decided to enroll in dental school, and with multiple offers of admission, he
chose to matriculate into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM) due to the
school’s rich history of prestige combined with their lucrative four-year scholarship offer to
attend.
At TUSDM, Charles realized his most rewarding experiences involved giving back to the
community by providing clinical and educational help to children at events such as Tufts
Impressions Day and Give Kids a Smile. Charles took this passion and expanded it to a
larger global setting. In 2018 Charles was awarded the status of Tisch Summer Fellow and
secured funding for a 5-week global outreach project in Zambia. He partnered with the
Dental Training School of Lusaka, lectured on the issues of fluorosis, treated many rural
villages, and provided pediatric education to children at many of the orphanages in the
country. Charles also engaged in a global outreach project to Jamaica in 2019 where he
provided education, surgical treatment, and atraumatic restorative treatment to children in
the many schools and parishes throughout the country.
Throughout Charles’s time at Tufts he was very fortunate to have formed strong relationships with both his classmates and faculty. He
would like to thank Dr. Iqbal Singh, without whom Charles would not have excelled during his preclinical years. As a clinician, Charles
would like to thank Alyx Ortiz and Tommy Rivera for giving him the guidance and support to make it through clinic. He is also grateful to
Dr. John Morgan for opening his eyes to dentistry from a global perspective and constantly making him think larger about his plans.
Charles received ample guidance outside of TUSDM, most importantly from brothers, Edwin James and Christopher James, and his
mother, Annies James. Nothing would be possible without their continued support and sacrifice.
After graduation, Charles will be an integral part of his community as a general dentist in South Florida. He plans on building upon his
work on a global scale and providing dental outreach projects to benefit the people most in need. Charles aspires to keep excelling and
challenging himself to tackle larger and daunting goals as he has realized that the most worthwhile things in life are on the opposite side
of fear, doubt, and uncertainty.
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Abisola Jegede, DI2020
Abisola was born and raised in Ibadan, Nigeria. She obtained her B.D.S. degree from the
University of Ibadan in Nigeria in 2013 before relocating to the United States. Abisola then
completed a Master of Public Health Program at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health in Maryland in 2016 followed by a Dental Public Health residency program at
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine in New York in 2017. Abisola then worked
as a research consultant for Columbia University’s IFAP global health program before
enrolling at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
While at Tufts, Abisola was on the Dean’s List throughout her academic journey and was
awarded a Merit Scholarship in 2019. Abisola also participated in a number of community
outreach programs, including Service with a Smile. In addition, Abisola served as a mentor
for high school students participating in TUSDM/Boston Area Health Education Center
(BAHEC) program, with a goal of increasing diversity among Boston’s healthcare workforce.
Abisola would like to express appreciation to all the TUSDM faculty for their extraordinary
support and guidance in her development as a better clinician. She especially thanks her
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Colette Catalino, Jennifer Lipiec, Ilenia Gonzalez Gusmao, and
Paul Trombly, for their constant guidance. Abisola is also grateful to Drs. Francois Fisselier,
Yo-Wei Chen, Hanna Bae, and Rocio Saavedra for constantly sharing their wisdom. She also
expresses special appreciation to Drs. Ronald Davitt, Ronald Perry, and Jeanette SabirHolloway for their constant encouragement and support. She is thankful to her DPAs, Julie,
Denise, Shauna; the front desk staff, Natasha and Cristal; as well as the radiology and
dispensary staff for their friendship, support and eagerness to help. Abisola also thanks
her fellow classmates and friends who were always there for her and made her smile on the toughest of days. Lastly, Abisola would like to
thank her parents, Laoye and Bosede, and her siblings, Olaoye jnr, Ibironke, Abimbola, Oluwaseun, Olatunde, and Tomilola who helped
her through and cheered her on during every aspect of this journey.
After graduation, Abisola will be joining a private practice as a general dentist.

Alexandra Jennings, D2020
Alex grew up in Terre Haute, Indiana. She graduated from Butler University with a B.S.
degree in Biology and Spanish in 2014. Alex then received an M.S. degree in Biology from
Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) in 2015. She also worked for a
year as a laboratory assistant completing research in a Physiology lab at Butler University
under Dr. Kowalski prior to enrolling at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
While at Tufts, Alex found her passion for community service by having the opportunity to
complete a global-service learning trip to Peru where she provided necessary dental care
to those living in the isolated areas of Granja Porcón. Alex is extremely grateful to have had
this memorable and rewarding experience. She is also thankful to have completed her
externship serving the Native American community in Winslow, Arizona, which gave her
wonderful insight into the Navajo culture while also further reinforcing the importance of
oral health education. In addition, Alex enjoyed giving back to the local Boston community
through participating in the Give Kids a Smile program at TUSDM.
Alex would like to thank all the dedicated faculty and staff, particularly the entire Back Bay
Group Practice for their consistent support during the past four years. She extends sincere
gratitude to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Michael McQueen, David Leader, Armond Enos,
and Eduardo Olegario, for their continuous guidance, knowledge, and patience during her
years in clinic. Their mentorship will have a lasting impact on Alex’s future career beyond
dental school.
Most importantly, Alex is endlessly thankful for the constant love and support from her
father, Dr. Greg Jennings, who inspired her to pursue a career in dentistry, as well as her late mother, Janice, whom she misses daily and
is a constant reminder of never giving up. Alex would not be here today without them as her best role models and their unwavering
encouragement, and for that she is eternally grateful. Alex would also like to extend special thanks to her siblings, Jordan and John, for
always being the best support system, especially over the last four years. She is also sincerely grateful for her boyfriend, Joey Miller, D19,
for his endless love, encouragement, and without whom dental school would not have been the same. Finally, Alex would like to thank
her amazing friends she made while at TUSDM for making this challenging experience memorable and enjoyable.
After graduation, Alex plans on working as a general dentist in private practice.
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Jonathan Josephs, D2020
Jonathan is from West Palm Beach, Florida and attended the Alexander W. Dreyfoos High
School of the Arts. Jonathan then earned a B.A. degree in Biology with a minor in Spanish
from the University of Florida in 2016. While at Tufts, Jonathan enjoyed watching Florida
games with the local alumni club. Go Gators!
Jonathan would like to thank all the faculty with whom he worked during his time in dental
school. He would especially like to thank the Back Bay Practice Coordinators who all
showed a sincere interest in the success and well-being of their students. Jonathan is also
thankful for all the friends he made in dental school, his old roommates, and his preclin
partner, Chris Jung.
Most of all, Jonathan would like to thank his parents, Aileen and Mitchell Josephs, for their
tremendous support. He could not have made it to this point without them and cannot
thank them enough.
After graduation, Jonathan will begin a General Practice Residency program at New York
Presbyterian-Columbia University Medical Center. He thanks his relatives and his aunt and
uncle, Pam and Jeff, for letting him crash with them while he interviewed

Christopher Jung, D2020
Christopher earned a B.A. degree in Biology with a minor in Business from Texas A&M
University in 2014.
Christopher would like to thank the Tufts faculty and staff, especially his Charlestown
Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. David Paul, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, for their
guidance and mentorship. He would also like to recognize Drs. Nitu Singh and William
Lobel for their wisdom as well as thank Dental Practice Administrators, Tangy Person and
Romell Madison, for making the clinical experience smooth.
Christopher would like to thank his friends, both those at home as well as the ones made
on his path through dental school. Christopher is also thankful for his family. He would like
to thank his parents, Yong and Regina, for their unwavering support and belief in him,
without which he would not be where he is today, as well as his brother, Danny, for
keeping him true to himself. Lastly, Christopher would like to thank his girlfriend, Ele, for
her continuous encouragement.
After graduation, Christopher plans to practice in the state of Texas.
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Kalp Juthani, D2020
Kalp is from Indianapolis, Indiana. He attended Wabash College and graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology and a minor in Anthropology in 2015.
During his time at Tufts, Kalp served as class representative on the Council of Students
Residents and Fellows (CORSF) at the American Dental Education Association (ADEA). He
continued as the District 1 Commissioner and ended his term as Chair of the Administrative
Board leading 60 ADEA COSRF chapters across the United States and Canada. During his
time with ADEA COSRF, Kalp was involved with developing programs to help dental
students find their pathway to education including the Curriculum Hackathon. Kalp was
also involved with the Health Literacy Intensive, Periodontology Selective Program, and
Give Kids a Smile programs at Tufts and served the Navajo and Hopi tribes during his
community service learning externship in Winslow, Arizona.
Kalp would like to honor his late mother for encouraging him to continue pursuing his
education and thank his father, sisters and friends for their support and guidance. Kalp
would like to thank his Charlestown Group Practice Coordinators and the other countless
faculty and staff for their support, guidance, and teaching him how to ask the right
questions. He is also grateful to his patients for teaching him more than they will ever
know. After graduation, Kalp will be returning to Arizona to pursue an Advanced Education
in General Dentistry at the Winslow Indian Health Care Center.

Yostina Kaldas, D2020
The concept of integrating art and the health field fueled and solidified Yostina’s interest in
dentistry from a young age. Yostina was born in Abu Qir, a small town along the
Mediterranean coast of Alexandria, Egypt. At the age of three, Yostina moved to the United
States with her parents and was raised in Bayonne, New Jersey.
After graduating from Bayonne High School, Yostina went off to Rutgers University, The
State University of New Jersey, where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Exercise
Science and Sport Studies. Within her major, Yostina focused in Applied Kinesiology where
the intellectual focal point was the study of the human body’s movement and physical
activity.
Shortly after graduating, Yostina continued her education by earning a Master of Science
degree at the Rutgers Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences. Throughout her academic
journey, Yostina was involved in research and published protein sequences to NCBI. During
her graduate program, she continued research with faculty from the Rutgers Dental School
Department of Restorative Dentistry before starting her journey at Tufts.
Yostina feels very fortunate and truly blessed to be gaining her doctoral degree in dental
medicine. She is especially grateful to be graduating from such a prestigious school as
Tufts. She would like to thank God first and foremost for His continuous blessings and
guidance. Moreover, she would like to thank her parents for their countless sacrifices, her
brother for his continuous encouragement and motivation, her grandparents for their
numerous prayers, her friends for their support, and her family for all that they have done.
She wants them to recognize that she truly could not have done it without them.
Yostina is grateful for all the incredible faculty that helped her transform into a clinician during her education at Tufts. Most importantly,
she is thankful to be part of the Group Practice Charlestown family. She would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, DPAs, and
dispensary staff for passing down their knowledge in order to provide her with the ultimate foundation in dentistry that she will continue
to build upon for the rest of her years practicing dentistry.
Yostina would like to acknowledge all those who made her experience to this point possible and memorable. She wants to thank all her
friends in Boston that became family in the past four years. “To those who were there during the late nights of studying, made the long
days in clinic fun, caused lab work to be an adventure, and to those who encouraged spontaneous outings, THANK YOU!” She thanks
them for all the cherished memories that she will miss and reminisce upon, making dental school a once in a lifetime experience for her.
Upon graduation, Yostina will be going back to New Jersey to practice and expand on the traits of excellence, passion, and humility in
dentistry that Tufts instilled in her. Most importantly, Tufts engrained in her the importance in remaining a companionate provider.
“Class of 2020, congratulations and to many more years of unending success!”
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Manpreet Kaur, D2020
Manpreet was born in India and moved to the Chicagoland area at a young age with her
family. She is a first-generation college student and the first in her family to pursue a
healthcare degree. She completed her Bachelor of Science degree at DePaul University in
2013. After a two-year break during which she worked and pursued her passion to serve,
she went on to complete her Master’s in Biomedical Sciences at Barry University.
Manpreet started at Tufts the summer after the completion of her master’s degree. She
participated in various student organizations during her time at the school. She served as
Public Relations Chair for the Tufts chapter of the American Association for Women Dentists
in her second year, during which she organized events for women to engage in
inspirational networking opportunities. Manpreet also engaged in community service while
at Tufts and had the opportunity to go on global service-learning trips to Jamaica with Great
Shapes, as well as the Dominican Republic with Dentists for Humanity. Both of these trips
continued to fuel Manpreet’s passions to serve and added to her decision to continue to
work in underserved populations. She plans to complete a GPR at Bronx HealthCare after
dental school.
Manpreet would sincerely like to thank all the faculty and staff at TUSDM who played a role
in her education. She would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr.
Denisa Stasa, and Dr. Alex Miele. She would also like to thank her mentors, Dr. Ala Ali and
Dr. Thaisa Bordin, for their continuous support over the last three years.
Manpreet would like to thank her family for their unwavering support since the first day of
undergrad to the last day of dental school. She would like to thank her mother, Balwinder Kaur, for being a role model and encouraging
her to break barriers. She would also like to thank her husband, Sunny Singh, for being the most patient husband in a long-distance
relationship and for his terrible jokes that somehow managed to make her laugh through all the stressful times of dental school.
Lastly, Manpreet would also like to thank her Tufts friends who became family for keeping it together for the past four years and being
there for each other with unconditional support emotionally and physically. Manpreet wishes the Class of 2020 the best of luck!

Ramandeep Kaur, D2020
Ramandeep was born in Queens, New York and raised in Fishers, Indiana. In 2015, she
graduated from Indiana University - Purdue University Indianapolis with a B.A. degree in
Biology. During her undergraduate career, Ramandeep was on the School of Science
Dean’s List, served as secretary of Biology Club, and was a member of the pre-dental
society as well as vice president of Timmy Global Health. In 2012, she traveled abroad on a
medical brigade to the Dominican Republic where she found her passion for servicelearning trips. Ramandeep discovered her passion for dentistry at a very young age during
her routine dental visits. Prior to dental school, she worked as a dental assistant and
patient coordinator which further shaped her love for dentistry and the healthcare field.
While at Tufts, Ramandeep participated in a global service-learning trip to Granja Porcon,
Peru, where she provided oral hygiene care alongside her peers and faculty. Ramandeep
served as a member of the Tufts Team Smile, Tufts Aesthetic Society, and the Hispanic
Dental Association. She also spent time volunteering in the community. Ramandeep hopes
to have a deep and meaningful role in her community and globally. She plans to give back
to patients with little or no access to oral healthcare.
Ramandeep would like to first thank her parents, Baldev and Rajneesh Thind, for their
unconditional love and support, and all they have sacrificed to help her reach her goals.
She would not be where she is today without them. Ramandeep would also like to thank
her brother, Jaskarandev Thind, who was always rooting her on every step of the way in
dental school. She made lifelong friends in dental school who provided love and laughter.
They all helped her keep smiling throughout the last four years.
Ramandeep would like to thank the mentors and teachers who provided knowledge, guidance, and support that shaped her into the
clinician she is today. Specifically, she would like to thank her clinical instructors, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. David Paul, and Dr. Denisa Stasa.
She extends a special “thank you” to Dr. Christina Pastan, who taught her the importance of staying grounded during obstacles in life.
Lastly, Ramandeep would like to thank Dr. Robert Kasberg and Tufts University of Dental Medicine for the most amazing four years during
which she was able to pursue her dream of becoming a dentist and make lifelong friendships.
After graduation, Ramandeep will begin a General Practice Residency at the Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical Center in Indianapolis,
Indiana.
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Ranmeek Kaur, DI2020
Ranmeek grew up in India and received her B.D.S. degree from Guru Nanak Dev Dental
College and Research Institute, Punjab in 2009. She moved to the United States in 2015 to
join her husband in Virginia, where she worked as a dental assistant before joining the
IS20 class at TUSDM. She was on the Dean’s List in 2018 and 2019. She was also a
recipient of a merit scholarship. Ranmeek is grateful to God for giving her the ability to
pursue her D.M.D. degree.
While at Tufts, Ranmeek’s most memorable experiences included her special care rotation
and working with her professors in providing dental care in Group Practice Back Bay. She
would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry for his support throughout the journey. She would also
like to thank her front desk staff, Caitlin Lu, Jessica Cardona, Juan Catano, Jimmy Nguyen,
Alyx Ortiz, and dispensary staff, Lindita Kurbini. Ranmeek is grateful to her Practice
Coordinators, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. Armond Enos, and Dr. David Leader, for their
guidance through clinical years and for the knowledge they shared. She would like to
express her sincere gratitude to all the dedicated faculty for the support and commitment
to her dental education. She also gives special thanks to Dr. Kanchan Ganda, Dr. Khaled
Shaikhi, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Amit Sachdeo, Dr. Rocio
Saavedra, Dr. James Theodore, and Dr. Eduardo Olegario. Ranmeek is very thankful to
Paula Callahan for her enormous support during her board exam.
Most importantly she would like to thank her parents, Gurdeep Singh and Kuljinder Kaur;
her husband, Satwinder Singh; and her mother-in-law, Inderjeet Kaur, without whom there
would be no today, for their unconditioned love and encouragement. She also like to thank
Shivangi Tyagi and Lara Easow, who provided joy, laughter, friendship, and support on a
aily basis.
Ranmeek wants to congratulate all her classmates in the Class of 2020 and wishes them
endless success!

Simran Kaur, D2020
Simran was born in India and moved to Massachusetts in 2003. She is a first-generation
college student and received her Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology with a
concentration in Neuroscience from the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Upon
graduating in 2012, she enrolled at Tufts University to complete her life-long dream of
becoming a dentist and promoting oral health in underserved areas.
While at Tufts, Simran was involved in community outreach activities through Smile Squad,
American Association of Pediatric Dentistry, and Indian Medical and Dental Association of
New England. She served as Secretary for Smile Squad in her second year and Vice
President in her third year. Simran participated in the Global Service-Learning Outreach
program in Peru during her fourth year. She would like to thank all the team members
involved with this trip for a meaningful learning experience. She is thankful that she was
able to impact a small underserved population in Granja Porcon. In addition to her
community involvement, Simran excelled in academics and earned a Tufts Merit
Scholarship and a position on the Dean’s List.
Simran is grateful for the dedicated faculty and staff at TUSDM. She would like to extend
her gratitude to her Group Dorchester Practice Coordinators, Dr. Richard Harold, Dr. Edward
Fidrocki and Dr. Theano Eliopoulos. She is thankful for their guidance, support and
patience in providing clinical care to patients. She would also like to thank clinical
instructors, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Nitu Singh, Dr. Stephany Cordero, Dr. William Sylvia, Dr.
Francois Fisselier, and Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, for all the knowledge they instilled in teaching
her to become a competent clinician.
Simran would like to dedicate her achievements to many people in her life as she becomes the first doctor in her family. She is grateful
for her parents and younger brother for their support and constant sacrifices. She is also thankful for her godmother, without whom this
achievement would not be possible. She provided unconditional love and emotional support through all of Simran’s hardships and
achievements.
Lastly, she’d like to give a shout out to her friends, Basics Team Awesome, and friends in the “Gutti Gang” for their endless support,
everlasting memories and lifelong friendships.
After graduation, Simran will be attending a one-year Advanced Education in General Dentistry program in Brooklyn, New York where she
will provide care to the underserved population.
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Qurratulann T. Khokhar, D2020
Qurratulann was born and raised in New Jersey. She attended Dartmouth College, where
she earned an A.B. in Neuroscience and Biochemistry. While at Tufts, Qurratulann served
on the executive board of the Muslim Student Association and the Tufts Chinatown
Wellness Initiative. Throughout her dental education, she participated in a variety of
community outreach programs. One of her most memorable and cherished experiences
was when she had the opportunity to volunteer for Dentists for Humanity in partnership
with Tufts Global Service-Learning to provide dental care in communities in Haiti. This
experience further clarified that she chose the perfect profession. She plans to take this
experience and carry it with her by making it a lifelong goal to help the underserved
populations both locally and abroad.
Qurratulann would like to thank God for blessing her with the opportunity to attend Tufts
and to practice dentistry. She would also like to thank her loving parents, siblings, and
fiancé for their unwavering support, constant encouragement, and unconditional love and
prayers throughout her journey. Without them, she would never have been able to chase
her dreams.
She would like to thank the faculty and staff at Tufts for working with her so kindly and
patiently and for shaping her into who she is today. She is especially grateful for her
Practice Coordinators in Group Exeter, Dr. Mary Karish, Dr. Mark Caddell, and Dr. Alan
Epstein, for helping her build the core for her career and for their care in their students’
professional and personal development. She is also very grateful to have Dean Nadeem
Karimbux as her mentor throughout her four years at Tufts. His guidance and advice were
always very timely and refreshing. She gives special thanks to Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr. Mahnaz Raissi, Dr.
Richard Doff, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Boris Bacanurschi, and Dr. Thaisa Bordin for their genuine mentorship and for tremendously aiding in
her growth as a student. Finally, she is grateful for and will cherish the lifelong friendships created within her VIP family, her class, and
previously graduated classes at Tufts.
After graduation, Qurratulann plans to work in Northern Ohio, where she will begin her journey as a general dentist. She aspires to own
her own practice one day.

Albert Kim, D2020
Albert grew up in Westchester, NY and graduated from Haverford College in Haverford, PA
where he earned a B.S. degree with a major in Biology and a minor in Anthropology in
2014.
During his time at Tufts, Albert enjoyed taking part in many extracurricular activities
including, but not limited to, the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Club and American Student
Dental Association (ASDA). He was also very fortunate to be a teaching assistant in the oral
surgery clinic at Tufts, where he not only helped his fellow colleagues, but also learned
many important surgical aspects of dentistry and medicine. Albert also found opportunities
to stay involved in promoting better oral health to underserved communities through local
volunteering activities such as the Sharewood Project and a global service-learning trip to
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. After graduation, Albert will be pursuing a postgraduate training in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.
Albert would like to first and foremost dedicate his achievements thus far to his family,
especially his parents, for their tireless commitment to his success and their unconditional
love. Albert would also like to thank his very close, life-long friends from TUSDM as they
made this incredible journey worthwhile and more enjoyable. Albert would like to say to
Anna, “thank you for your love, patience, and support on this amazing journey. It would not
have been the same without you.” Last but not least, Albert would like to express his
sincere gratitude to the TUSDM faculty members, especially Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish,
Mark Caddell, Steven Rubin, Joey Chang, Richard Doff, Huda Stipho, Duangkamol
Blankenship, and James Theodore, for imparting their wealth of knowledge and constantly
motivating Albert to be a better clinician.
“Best wishes to the Class of 2020!”
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Alexander M. Kim, D2020
Alexander spent his early childhood in Beaverton, Oregon and later moved to Seoul, South
Korea for high school. He attended Stony Brook University where he earned a B.S degree in
Biology with a specialty in Neurobiology in 2013. Upon graduating, Alexander spent two
years working in an Alzheimer’s lab at Massachusetts General Hospital before he was
accepted to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
Outside of Tufts, Alexander was heavily involved at Cornerstone Church of Boston, where
he led a weekly community group and served on the welcoming team. He credits his faith
and his involvement with his church for keeping him grounded throughout his time in
dental school.
Alexander plans to work in a private practice as a general dentist when he graduates from
Tufts Dental. His dream is to one day establish his own practice.
Alexander would like to extend his appreciation for those who have helped him throughout
his time at Tufts. Specifically, he would like to thank the Charlestown PCs, Dr. David Paul,
Dr. Denisa Stasa, and Dr. Alex Miele, who were always patient and willing to guide him in
clinic. He would also like to thank Romell and Tangy for all their hard work in making sure
things ran as smoothly as possible. Alexander would also like to thank all the professors
and specialists who spent the time to teach him valuable lessons and techniques that will
undoubtedly shape him as a clinician moving forward.
Finally, Alexander would like to thank his friends and family for their unwavering support
and encouragement. He recognizes that none of his dreams would be realized without their
presence in his life.

Alicia Inhae Kim, D2020
Alicia was born and raised in Washington State. She attended Discovery Elementary School, Pine
Lake Middle School, Skyline High School, and Dartmouth College.
After receiving her A.B. in French Studies from Dartmouth in 2012, Alicia completed postbaccalaureate studies at the University of Pennsylvania before returning to Washington, where she
worked as a teacher and partook in a two-year project to build a school in Nicaragua.
At TUSDM, Alicia was highly involved in the global service-learning program. In 2018, she
established and led a new service trip to Nicaragua, for which she received the Tisch College Fund
Civic Engagement Grant. She also volunteered in Peru for two consecutive years – once as a team
member then as the Student Leader – and was awarded the Tisch College International Summer
Fellowship. In 2020, she was selected to the Honos Civicus Society.
Alicia was a committee member of the Global Health Student Association and an executive board
member of the American Student Dental Association from 2016 to 2018. She also served as Class
President during the 2016-2017 academic year. Furthermore, Alicia is a three-time Student Research
Fellow, a Robert R. Andrews Research Honor Society inductee, and the recipient of the Johansen
Scholarship for Dental Research. In the classroom, Alicia served as the Course Liaison for Fixed
Prosthodontics and Craniofacial Function II, and a Teaching Assistant in Preclinical Endodontics.
Outside of TUSDM, Alicia co-led the Boston chapter of Women of Dartmouth for two years and
remains actively involved in her alma mater’s alumni network.
First and foremost, Alicia thanks her parents, Jung and Helen Kim, for their immeasurable love and
sacrifice that made everything possible. She is also incredibly grateful to her uncle, Si Chan Wooh,
who always cheered her on since childhood, and her longtime friends, Alexandra Bueno, Raelee
Conrad, and Ana Scuric, for their support at every step of this journey.
Alicia’s experience at TUSDM would not have been as rich and memorable without her friends; she is immensely thankful for the camaraderie that made
the world feel far less daunting.
She attributes the quality of her clinical education to everyone in Group Practice Dorchester: her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward
Fidrocki, and Richard Harold, as well as the D.P.A.s, dispensary and facilities staff, radiology technicians, and front desk team.
Alicia is deeply appreciative of Drs. Leopoldo Correa, John Morgan, and David Paul for their mentorship in global service-learning, and of Drs. Boris
Bacanurschi, Gregory Kosmidis, Athena Papas, Katie Talmo, and James Theodore for enriching the field experience in Peru. She also thanks Paula
Callahan and Emma Vaillancourt for their support on all service trips.
Last but not least, Alicia extends her gratitude to Drs. Yo-wei Chen, Francois Fisselier, Nadeem Karimbux, Paul Leavis, Dongwoo Park, Kwangmin Park,
Pilar Sanchez, Marcelo Suzuki, William Sylvia, Deborah Tung, Pamela Yelick, and all faculty who shaped her education.
Alicia is indebted to everyone at TUSDM who made the past four years unforgettable and looks forward to celebrating graduation with her family,
friends, and her cats Leo and Mayo, before entering private practice.
Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 65

.

Jennifer S. Kim, D2020
Jennifer was born and raised in New York, growing up in Queens and New City in the lower
Hudson Valley Region. She went on to pursue an education in sunny California, graduating
with a B.A. in Public Health from UC Berkeley in 2014 (Go Bears!). Her global health learning
experience with MEDLIFE opened her eyes to a career in dentistry. Jennifer returned to New
York and trained as a dental assistant at Refuah Health Center in Spring Valley, NY, where
she met many mentors and friends who inspired her to become the clinician she is today.
She matriculated soon after to TUSDM to realize her calling as a dentist in Boston.
Passionate about community health, Jennifer was a committed member of the Sharewood
Project and served as Vice President for three years to help bring dental services and
connect people to dental homes in Malden, MA. Jennifer was also afforded the opportunity
to work as a teaching assistant alongside the amazing faculty and staff in both Radiology
and Emergency Departments at TUSDM. She would like to give special thanks to Jimmy,
Gina, Emily, and Maria for supplementing their dedication and hard work with undeniable
care and friendship.
Jennifer received invaluable guidance and support from numerous faculty and staff
members during her time at TUSDM. She would like to thank the Back Bay Practice
Coordinators, Drs. David Leader, Michael McQueen, Armond Enos, and Eduardo Olegario,
for their exemplary leadership, morale, and teaching; the front desk staff, Alyx, Caitlyn,
Juan, and Jessica, for their proficiency and always looking after her; the dispensary staff,
Lindita, Ben, Michelle, and Jackie, for always welcoming her with a smile no matter how
many times she came up to the window; and all the incredible clinic instructors from whom
passed down insurmountable knowledge and wisdom. Jennifer will remember each person
fondly.
Jennifer could not have succeeded without the endless love and support from her parents, Drs. John and Christine Kim; her brother,
Benjamin; and her amazing family. She would also like to thank the family she found at Cornerstone Church for being the community that
walked with, surrounded, challenged, and encouraged her to grow in the likeness of Christ. Jennifer will also never forget the memories
made with all the friends and classmates she made during her time at TUSDM: from the Acadia trip with her anatomy group, to kayaking on
the Charles, late night study sessions in the library, Arizona adventures with her externship family, and countless La Colombe runs, she
would like to thank her friends for making dental school incredibly fun. Jennifer is especially grateful to have had Sun Lim, Cindy Park, Arjun
Gupta, Adi Davidyan, and Gloria Park by her side throughout her time at TUSDM.
Above all, Jennifer gives thanks to God without whom she’d be nothing.
Following graduation, Jennifer looks forward to growing as a dental professional by completing a General Practice Residency with
BronxCare Health Systems in New York City.
“Congratulations D20’s -- we made it!”

Shawn Kim, D2020
Shawn is from Seoul, South Korea and graduated from Boston University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Biology and Psychology in 2016. He lived in California, New Hampshire,
and Connecticut for boarding school before he came to Boston for college and dental
school. While at Tufts Dental, Shawn was involved in clinical research and community
service. He presented his periodontal and implantology research at IADR/AADR
conferences and gave talks on global health and biotech research to various seminars,
lunch and learns, and panels at Tufts Medical School, Harvard Business School, and the
Clinton Global Initiative.
Shawn would like to thank his parents and sibling for their unconditional love and support.
He would also like to thank the Dorchester Practice Coordinators, DPAs, and front desk
staff. Shawn would especially like to thank his mentor, Dean Nadeem Karimbux; his
research advisors, Dr. Yong Hur and Dr. Yumi Ogata; Executive Associate Dean Mark
Gonthier; Dr. Nicole Holland; and Dr. Matt Finkelman.
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Tony Kim, D2020
Tony was born in South Korea and moved to the United States when he was eight with his
older brother, Sean, and his mother for better educational opportunities. Tony earned a
B.S. degree in Biopsychology from Tufts University in 2015.
While at Tufts, Tony was actively involved in many educational, research, and leadership
roles. During his time at TUSDM, Tony was the recipient of numerous Tufts Merit
Scholarships and was placed on the Dean’s List each year for his academic achievements.
He served as the Treasurer and the President of Tufts Head and Neck Cancer Organization
during his time at Tufts and engaged in multiple research projects with his mentors, Drs.
Arwa Farag, Bhavik Desai, and Michal Kuten-Shorrer in the Oral Medicine department. Tony
also presented his research at multiple national conferences such as AAOM and IADR and
was consequently inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Honors Society for his success. Tony
also enjoyed helping his fellow TUSDM students by serving as the teaching assistant for
numerous classes including cardiology and clinical anatomy and also serving as a clinical
teaching assistant for the department of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery. Tony was also the
recipient of the Dr. James E. Royer, D78, Endowed Scholarship.
One of Tony’s favorite memories at Tufts is his outreach trip to Jamaica where he was able
to provide dental care to remote communities. He is grateful for Drs. Jamie Golub, Jon
Golub, Kyle Pullen, and many others for giving him the opportunity.
Tony would like this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the people who provided
unwavering support for his career. He would like to thank the Tufts OMFS faculty and
residents, especially Drs. Steven Rubin and Joey Chang, for their mentorship and fueling his passion for a career for oral surgery. Tony
would also like to thank his faculty mentors from his Group Practice Fairfield, Drs. Paul Trombly, Ilenia Gonzalez-Gusmao, Jennifer Lipiec,
Colette Catalino, and Ronald Davitt, who played a crucial part in shaping him into the clinician he is today. Lastly, Tony would like to thank
his parents; his brother, Sean; Sean’s girlfriend, Lucy; and his girlfriend, Mythilee (TUSDM D20), for their unconditional love and support
throughout his journey.
After graduation, Tony is excited to start his six-year Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Residency at King’s County Hospital Center in
Brooklyn, NY.

Zachary Addison Kishbaugh, D2020
Zachary was raised in the small town of Mechanicsburg, PA just outside the state’s capital.
He graduated from Gettysburg College in 2015, where he earned his Bachelor of Science
degree in Health Sciences and a minor in biology. After his undergraduate education, he
worked as a pharmacy technician at CVS Pharmacy for a year before leaving the country life
behind and moving to Boston to begin his dental school tenure at Tufts.
During his four years at TUSDM, Zachary developed many relationships and had lots of
experiences that allowed him to grow not only professionally, but also personally. He was
fortunate enough to participate and acquire leadership roles in several extracurricular
activities, including acting as class representative for the Student Library Advisory
Committee and as a teaching assistant for Gross Anatomy. Zachary was also involved in the
Sharewood Project, a medical/dental interprofessional collaboration group that helps
patients in underserved areas obtain proper healthcare needs. He began as a volunteer for
the project, but quickly became more and more involved by doing some behind-the-scenes
work in quality assurance before being promoted to head clinical director and running
monthly screening sessions for patients in Malden, MA. Zachary also took part in multiple
other community service experiences, including Give Kids A Smile, Impressions Day
through SNDA, and Pre-Dental Day sponsored by ASDA for prospective dental students.
There are a plethora of people that Zachary wants to thank, without whom he would never
have made it to graduation day. He would like to thank all of the faculty members who
supported him throughout his dental education, including Drs. Richard Doff, Huda Stipho,
Hanna Bae, Mariam Margvelashvili, Thaisa Bordin, Duangkamol Blankenship, James
Theodore, Sheldon Sullaway, Colette Catalino, Khaled Shaikhi, Gülsün Gül, Rocio Saavedra, Flaviano DiFalco, Hugo Campos, and Marcelo
Suzuki. He would also like to thank the dental assistants, dispensary staff, and radiology technicians for always being around to help him
out when needed. He would especially like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mary Karish, and Mark Caddell, for
shaping him into the competent and compassionate provider he is today. Zachary would also like to extend his gratitude to Flavio
Ferreira, Aeron Luy, Lindsey Robinson, and Sidney Lu.
Above all, Zachary would like to express his utmost gratitude to his mother, Lisa; his father, Drew; and his twin brother, Alex, for their
unwavering love and support and for believing in him when he did not believe in himself. He truly would not have conquered this
incredible feat without them. He is also extremely grateful for all the friends he made over the last four years, especially those who
allowed him to vent about everything and helped him maintain at least some sanity.
After graduation, Zachary plans to practice general dentistry back home in Pennsylvania. He also wishes to enter into academia and/or
forensic dentistry on the side.
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Zachary J. Kofos, D2020
Zachary J. Kofos grew up in Marlborough, Massachusetts. He attended Bates College,
earning a Bachelor of Arts in History in 2013 and completing concentrations in Dance and
Biology.
Zachary performed extensive research in the field of dental materials while at Tufts,
presenting at both local and international research conferences. He was inducted into the
Bates R. Andrews Honor Society for research and was the recipient of a Student Research
Fellowship from 2018-2019. During the summer of 2019 he traveled to Melbourne, AU to
test experimental veneer cements for the international dental materials company, SDI. This
was his first experience working in a corporate dental laboratory and it was an invaluable
experience as he got a first-hand view of all that goes into bringing a new material to
market.
During his time at Tufts, Zachary was an active member of the Orthodontic Club and
Hellenic Club, holding the positions of president and vice president respectively. He also
served as the Orthodontic course lesion, Dental Anatomy teaching assistant and Radiology
teaching assistant. He was recognized on the Dean’s List all four years while at Tufts and
was fortunate to receive Tufts Merit Scholarships (2017, 2018, 2019), the Charles G.
Chigas Scholarship (2018, 2019), and the Kasparian Scholarship (2017) while attending
TUSDM. Zachary volunteered at Tufts during Give Kids a Smile Day and at the local Josiah
Quincy Upper School in Boston, MA to aid in science fair project development and
execution. He maintained his volunteer work with the Rotary Club and AHEPA as well
throughout his four years at TUSDM.
He would like to extend a special “thank you” to the faculty and staff that made his time at TUSDM so memorable and rewarding. Zachary
would like to thank his family for motivating him and believing in him throughout this journey. His mother, Cynthia Kofos, and siblings,
Leah A. Kofos Esq. and Dr. Monthe N. Kofos, mean more to him than they will ever know, and he is filled with gratitude for their support
both while in dental school and in the years preceding it. Zachary is especially thankful for his wife, Brigitte Kofos, for being his rock,
confidant, and best friend. He will remain forever grateful for her unwavering love, support, and patience which are paramount to his
academic and personal successes.
Upon graduation, Zachary is excited to begin a residency in Orthodontics at Harvard University.

Elizabeth Garcia Kokareva, D2020
Elizabeth was born and raised in Havana, Cuba. There, she attended the University of
Medical Sciences pursuing a degree in Stomatology. After her third year of school, she
decided to leave the country and continue her dental education in the United States. Her
experiences in Cuba helped her build a solid base for her future dental career.
Elizabeth moved to Miami in 2011 in search of a better future. In 2016, she earned a B.A.
degree in Biology and graduated magna cum laude from Florida International University,
where she was part of the Honors College.
During her time at TUSDM, Elizabeth had the pleasure of serving as an Operative Dentistry
student teaching assistant. She was honored to be part of the Hispanic Dental Association
and of the Tufts Aesthetic Society. Elizabeth is also grateful to be awarded the Tufts Merit
Scholarship and to be selected to the Dean’s List.
Elizabeth would like to give special thanks to several people who helped her grow
tremendously as a future clinician and as a person throughout her journey at Tufts. She
would like to thank all the TUSDM faculty and staff for providing her with an incredible
experience. Elizabeth would like to give special recognition to her Dorchester Practice
Coordinators, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Dr. Richard Harold, and Dr. Edward Fidrocki, for
motivating and for striving to make every student a better professional every step of the
way. To the amazing third floor staff, Jackie, Michaela, Lou, Allyson, Merlene, Matilda, and
so many more, “I would not have been able to do this without all of you.” Elizabeth is also
very grateful to the Tufts specialties faculty members, Dr. Sheldon Duchin, Dr. Jose Segura,
Dr. Hadi Gholami, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Charles Rankin, Dr. James Theodore, Dr. Stephany Cordero, and Dr. Peter Arsenault,
among many others, for their dedication and patience with all the students.
Elizabeth extends her biggest thanks to her family- her grandmother, Elena; uncles, Greg and Adrian; brother, Pavel; her father,
Armando; and to her life heroes, aunt Marilen and her mother, Katia, for their constant love and unconditional support. She would also
like to extend a special thanks to her Cuban crew and future colleagues, for always being there for her, for the constant laughter and
unconditional friendship; and to her friend Maria Walke for “being there since day one, even when I could not write in English”. Lastly,
Elizabeth would like to recognize and congratulate all her classmates. She is very thankful to have met them and will forever cherish her
experiences at Tufts.
Following graduation, Elizabeth will begin a General Practice Residency at Newark Beth Israel Medical Center in New Jersey. She is very
happy and proud of herself for accomplishing her dream of becoming a dentist in the United States, and she cannot wait to see what the
future holds for her and her loved ones.
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Yannis Koroneos, D2020
Yanni was born and raised in Astoria, NY and graduated from Manhasset High School. From
New York, Yanni moved to Boston where he would end up staying for the next twelve years.
He earned a B.A. in International Relations at Boston University, concentrating in Middle
East Foreign Policy. After graduating BU, he realized his true passion was helping people;
he went on to pursue a career in healthcare. For two years, Yanni worked as a research
technician at the Forsyth Institute in Cambridge, where he discovered his love for dentistry
through periodontal research. He completed a post-baccalaureate program at Tufts
University in Medford and matriculated to the dental school through the early assurance
program.
While at TUSDM, Yanni dedicated himself both to his classmates and his studies. As class
president, he led the Executive Board and served as a conduit between the administration
and the student body. While this role had its ups and downs, he loved getting to know
every one of his classmates and is humbled by the collective accomplishments of the 2020
class. The American College of Dentists awarded him the Outstanding Student Leader
Award in his final year. Yanni recognizes he would not be able to steer the ship without his
E-Board, composed of Randy To, Lena Barouxis, and Ruby Wagimin- a powerhouse team
that always rose to the occasion. He is extremely thankful for their friendship and support!
Yanni was a recipient of the Deans Research Scholarship for all four years while at TUSDM,
where he focused on implant survival and complications with Dr. Evangelos
Papathanasiou, and Dr. Athena Papas, two outstanding mentors. He presented his work at
numerous conferences, including the IADR/AADR meetings in Fort Lauderdale and
Vancouver to the Hinman Symposium in Memphis, TN. He gave an oral presentation on his senior project on implant survival at the IADR
meeting in Washington, DC after winning first place at the 2019 Bates Research Symposium. In addition to his research, Yanni was a
teaching assistant for the Fixed Prosthodontics course and was selected for the Esthetics Dentistry Selective Program. Yanni was also a
recipient of the New England Hellenic Medical and Dental Society scholarship three separate times.
Yanni acknowledges that he would not be where he is today without the support of his family, friends, and TUSDM mentors. It would be
impossible to name all the people in the Tufts family that played a role in his education. Yanni would like to thank all the faculty, staff, and
administrators that helped him get to this day. Their guidance was invaluable. Yanni would also like to thank his parents and his entire
big fat Greek family for their support over the past decade. Last but not least, a big thanks to the Council and the rest of the D20s that
made this experience a truly good time. “Congratulations to the Class of 2020!”
After graduation, Yanni will be starting a general practice residency at Bellevue Hospital in New York City.

Ola Kourani, DI2020
Ola was born and raised in Idlib, Syria. She spent her high school years at Al-Basel School
for Outstanding Students, from which she graduated with excellence. After that, she
decided to go to dental school to become the only one in her family to pursue dentistry
among medical and engineering professionals. Ola graduated from the University of
Aleppo in 2013 at a very critical time in Syria. After graduation, Ola’s journey had many
phases. She was accepted in an oral and maxillofacial residency in Al-Watani Hospital in
Syria where she expanded her knowledge of the ER and surgical procedures.
Unfortunately, Ola was not able to finish her residency due to the rising conflict in Syria.
Ola then moved to Saudi Arabia and tried to start over with her career. She got her license
in Saudi Arabia and worked there for few months before she met her husband, Basel,
which was a lifechanging event in her life, as they decided to move to the USA together to
fulfill their dreams and have better lives.
While in the US, Ola finished her board exams and did a lot of volunteer work with Texas
Mission of Mercy and Texas Children’s Hospital before she was accepted to the TUSDM
Class of DI20. During her journey at Tufts, Ola and her husband supported each other to
take care of her little toddler, Maisa. It was incredibly challenging for Ola to balance her
studies, patient care, and family, yet she was on the Dean’s List each year for her academic
achievements. All was possible with her husband’s love and endless support. Ola also
worked as liaison for the Fixed Prosthodontics course during her time at Tufts. She was
also a member of the Prosthodontic Study Club.
Ola would like to extend her deepest thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry, DI program director, for
giving her this amazing opportunity to be at TUSDM. Ola is also thankful for her Practice Coordinators in Group Charlestown, Drs. David
Paul, Denisa Stasa, and Alex Miele. She learned a lot from their knowledge and experience, and they supported her in each step of the
way. Ola would also thank all the Tufts faculty, especially Drs. Francois Fisselier, Yo-wei Chen, Khalid Shaikhi, Ala Ali, Thaisa Bordin, Jose
Segura, and James Theodore, who believed in her and furthered her dental knowledge. Ola never forgets the help of dispensary staff, Ali,
Jacki, and Michella, as well as Matilda, the dental assistant, and of course Tangy and Romel, who worked hard to run everything
smoothly.
Ola is also grateful that she made lifelong friends who made each day at Tufts memorable. Laura, Jasmine, Mustafa, Nadine, Mohammad,
Andrew: “Thank you all for being there at all times.”
Last but never least, Ola is blessed to have a wonderful family. She would like to thank her parents, Kamal and Randa, as well as her
siblings, for making her who she is today.
Following graduation, Ola will go back to Houston, Texas to work in a private dental office.
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Mythilee Kugathasan, D2020
Originally from Atlanta, Georgia, Mythilee graduated from Emory University with a Bachelor
of Science in 2015 and then extended her studies at Tufts University where she earned a
Master’s of Science in 2016.
At TUSDM, Mythilee was a Dean’s Research Honors Fellow for four years, through which
she had opportunities to conduct multiple clinical and educational studies. She presented
her research at the 2018 American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Conference in Chicago, the 2019 International Association of Dental Research Conference
in Vancouver, the 2020 International Association of Dental Research Conference in
Washington D.C., and at TUSDM’s Bates Day for three years. Her research was recognized
at the Earle P. Charlton Lecture Competition, where she was awarded first place between
dental, medical, and post-graduate research students. Her work was also recognized with
the Peer-Reviewed Research Award in 2018 and the Advancing Dental Research Award in
2019. Mythilee was inducted into the Robert R. Andrews Honors Society for her findings
towards the advancement of oral healthcare. During her time at TUSDM, she was selected
as the TA for Neuroscience, Tissue Injury and Host Defense, Craniofacial Form and Function,
and Removable Prosthodontics. She also served as a clinical TA in Group Practice Atlantic
for procedures performed in the undergraduate clinics. She was on the Dean’s List for all
four years of dental school and was awarded the Merit Scholarship every year for academic
excellence. She was the Vice President of the Head and Neck Cancer Organization, an
Admissions Ambassador, and the Research Liaison for the American Dental Education
Association. This past year, she was selected as an Academic Dental Careers Fellow and
was recognized at the 2020 ADEA Annual Meeting.
Mythilee would first and foremost like to thank her mom and dad, who always provided unrelenting love and support for her to reach her
dreams, as well as instilled in her a desire to always keep learning. She would also like to thank her brother, Logan, and the rest of her
loving family and friends for their encouragement and motivation every step of the way.
Mythilee is forever grateful for the exceptional guidance and education provided from her mentors, Dr. Irina Dragan, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr.
Paul Leavis, Dr. Michael Thompson, Dr. Lokesh Suri, Dr. Vasiliki Tsakalelli, and Dr. Paul Levi. She knows that she would not be where she
is today were it not for their encouragement, teaching, and wisdom. She would also like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Olympia
Karacosta, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, and Dr. Karen Wallach, for teaching her how to practice dentistry with skill and compassion. Mythilee
would also like to thank her TUSDM friends, who quickly became family, for the memories and laughs every day throughout these past
four years.
After graduation, Mythilee will begin her postgraduate training in Orthodontics at Columbia University. She plans to continue pursuing
her passion for teaching and research throughout her residency and the rest of her career.

Rinkle Kundaria, DI2020
Rinkle was born and raised in the state of Gujarat, India. She graduated from Sumandeep
Vidyapeeth University with a B.D.S. degree in 2012. After her graduation, she co-owned a
dental practice, Kritih Dental Care, for four years.
While working at his dental office in United States, Dr. Spielmann motivated and
encouraged her to pursue dentistry in the United States. She would like to extend her
gratitude towards Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. Ronald Perry for trusting her abilities
and giving her the opportunity to be a part of Tufts University School of Dental Medicine
DI2020 program.
During her schooling, she was grateful to be selected by Dr. Yumi Ogata for the
Periodontics Selective Program. Additionally, she had the opportunity to work as a
teaching assistant in the Fixed Prosthodontics and Operative Dentistry courses, as well as
serve as a clinical TA in Group Practice Atlantic. Furthermore, she conducted research with
fellow colleague, Amir, under the mentorship of Dr. Ronald Perry. Moreover, with the motto
of giving back to the community she went on a service-learning trip to Tennessee to serve
the underserved population.
She is extremely thankful to her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, Dr. Karen
Wallach, and Dr. Olympia Karacosta. She would like to acknowledge the faculty who
nurtured her during preclinic and clinic, namely Dr. Iqbal Singh, Dr. Kanchan Ganda,
Dr. Steven Eisen, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Judith Goldstein, Dr. Steven
Kaminsky, Dr. Khaled Shaikhi, Dr. Aikaterini Kostagianni, and Dr. Aidee Herman, to name
a few.
Rinkle is indebted to her parents, two sisters, in-laws, two sisters-in-law and her husband,
Hardik, for their constant support, faith and encouragement to achieve this goal. She will
keep exploring the new horizons and execute new endeavors in the field of dentistry.
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Stephen S. Kwon, D2020
Stephen was born in Seoul, South Korea and moved to the United States when he was nine
years old. He lived in Washington state and California until his family settled in Long
Island, New York. He attended the University at Buffalo and graduated summa cum laude
with a B.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences with a minor in Pharmacology & Toxicology in
2015.
While at Tufts, Stephen had the opportunity to serve as a teaching assistant for
Neuroscience, the class liaison for Preclinical Endodontics, and the President of the Korean
American Dental Association. Stephen was a recipient of the Tufts Summer Research
Fellowship in 2018 for his project with his classmate, Richard Hong, and Dr. Paul Levi. He
was awarded the second place Predoctoral Table Clinic Award at Tufts Bates-Andrews
Research Day and presented his research at the 2019 International Association for Dental
Research and 2019 Boston Postdoctoral Periodontal Residents Meeting. Stephen received
the Tufts Merit Scholarship and was selected to the Dean’s List each year. He was also the
recipient of the Thomas J. Swift Scholarship and the John P. Ficarelli and Victoria L. Danberg
Scholarship.
Stephen would like to sincerely thank all of the faculty and staff who enriched his dental
education and growth as a clinician and human being. He particularly thanks Dr. Young
Chung for introducing him to the field of dentistry and providing unwavering support.
Stephen would also like to acknowledge Dr. Paul Levi for his invaluable mentorship and
commitment to dental education. Stephen extends gratitude and appreciation to Drs.
Marcelo Suzuki, Hugo Campos, Konstantinos Vazouras, Kwang Min Park, Khaled Shaikhi,
Bjorn Steffensen, and Shruti Jain for their wisdom, guidance, and patience. Stephen gives special thanks to his Group Practice Atlantic
Coordinators, Drs. Alberto Sarmiento, Olympia Karacosta, and Karen Wallach, for shaping Stephen into a compassionate, thoughtful, and
competent dentist. Stephen would also like to thank his DPAs, Tommy Rivera and Jackie Kulas, as well as Sarita Hampton, Lindita Kurbini,
and all other clinic staff for facilitating patient care and always looking out for Stephen.
Above all, Stephen would like to thank his parents, Harry and Wha Jeong Kwon, for their unconditional love and support for his
endeavors. He would also like to thank his sister, Susana Kwon, who is a constant source of inspiration for Stephen. Stephen would not
be where he is today were it not for them.
Upon graduation, Stephen plans to pursue an Advanced Education in General Dentistry program at the Providence VA Medical Center.

Anna Lam, D2020
Anna was born and raised in Worcester, Massachusetts. She earned a B.S. degree in
Biology and Communication Disorders at University of Massachusetts, Amherst in 2015.
While at Tufts Dental, Anna had the pleasure exploring various aspects of dentistry
including leadership roles, community and global outreach, and teaching opportunities
within pre-clinical classroom and pediatrics. A few of Anna’s fondest memories at Tufts
include becoming an ASDA e-board member and travelling to Disney World for ASDA’s
Annual Session in 2017, having the opportunity to travel to the Dominican Republic with
Dentists for Humanity through the Global Service-Learning Program, and participating in
the pediatric dentistry selective program.
First and foremost, Anna would like to thank and dedicate her achievements thus far to her
parents and siblings for their unconditional love and support throughout her journey and
for always being her number one fans. Anna would also like to thank the close friends that
she met at TUSDM without whom she could have not survived dental school. Anna would
like to thank Albert for being by her side though all the happiness and hardships during
her years at TUSDM.
Anna is grateful for the opportunity to learn from so many wonderful teachers at Tufts. She
would like to express her sincere gratitude to the Group Dorchester Practice Coordinators,
Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos, and Richard Harold, for their mentorship,
guidance, and instruction. Anna would like to thank Drs. Soo-Woo Kim and Carol Yun for
teaching her the importance of giving back after graduation. She would also like to thank
Drs. Pilar Sanchez, William Sylvia, and Hadi Gholami for their wealth of knowledge and for teaching her so much during her times in
clinic. Additionally, Anna would like to thank Dr. Rocio Saavedra for providing her guidance and support in pursuing a career in pediatric
dentistry and always looking out for Anna’s best interest.
After graduation, Anna will be pursuing a post-graduate training in pediatric dentistry at NYU Langone Dental Medicine in Providence, RI.
Anna is looking forward to the next chapter and wishes to congratulate and wish the best of luck to the Class of 2020.
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Jake Lazer, D2020
Jake grew up in Owings Mills, Maryland. He graduated from Lafayette College with an A.B.
degree in Philosophy. Following graduation, Jake attended Rutgers Graduate School of
Biomedical Sciences, where he earned his M.B.S. After completing his master’s degree,
Jake began his future career in dentistry at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
Jake is thankful for all of the faculty and staff members he had the great pleasure of
learning from and working with while at Tufts. Jake would also like to thank his parents, Ed
and Amy. Without them he would not be where he is today. His sister, Julie, was also an
important part of his journey, and he thanks her for being supportive. Jake is also thankful
for all of the friends that he had the privilege of getting to know and growing with these
past four years.

Steven Le, D2020
Steven graduated from the University of California, Los Angeles with a B.S. in Biochemistry
in 2014. While at Tufts, Steven was an active member of the Tufts community. He served as
a CPR instructor and teaching assistant in the pre-clinical setting. Through Dentists for
Humanity, he was able to partake in a global service opportunity to the Dominican Republic
and bring about change. He provided care to rural areas that had no access to dental care.
It was a humbling experience which connected him back to his roots, to his first interest in
dentistry when he was visiting his extended family in countryside of Vietnam.
Steven would like to thank some of the many individuals who influenced him in his journey
to becoming the person he is today. He thanks his parents, Hung Viet Luu and Mai Thi Le,
for being exemplary role models, demonstrating the will and ability to overcome any
obstacle while nurturing a loving family. He thanks Eric Le, Richard Luu, and Stacey Luu for
making home only a phone call away, keeping his sanity in check, and making him smile.
He extends his thanks to Dr. Mindo Lee for being a mentor who was invested in Steven’s
personal growth and maturation into the clinician he is today. He thanks Nancy Vu for her
uplifting sass and annual visits. Steven thanks his family and friends, old and new, for
filling his time with the joyful memories that feed his spirit. He also thanks Group Practice
Exeter for curating an amazing experience, especially Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and
Mary Karish, who were always supportive and available for discussion and advice. He also
extends his gratitude to the many faculty members who made such strong impressions for
a young clinician, setting the bar, and cultivating his path. There are too many to list, but a
few that he would like to thank include Drs. Carol Yun, Henry Talberth, Huda Stipho, Linda
Marinello, Marcelo Suzuki, Nitu Singh, Soo-Woo Kim, and Steven Rubin. Last but not least, he thanks the team putting in all the work
behind the scenes to make the clinical possible, Crystal, Natasha, Flavio, Lindsey, and Sidney.
Steven’s experience at Tufts is unforgettable in many ways. Tufts will always be the catalyst that started his journey as a healthcare
provider, and he is happy to be a member of the dental profession. He cherishes all the relationships formed within Tufts, having a group
of individuals who became family for him in a short matter of time. Upon graduating, Steven plans to work in private practice in Southern
California, prioritizing quality care to all his patients while pursuing opportunities to advance his education.
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Lisha S. Lee, D2020
Lisha comes from Boston, Massachusetts and graduated from the University of
Massachusetts, Boston with honors and distinction with a B.S. degree in Biology. Lisha
was member of Sigma Delta Pi pre-dental society while attending UMass Boston. Lisha was
also member of the Nepalese Student Association which raised $15,000 for Nepal
Earthquake Relief. Lisha worked as a researcher for Plant Biochemistry Lab for Dean Hagar
at UMB and presented her research during senior year of undergrad. Additionally, Lisha
volunteered at Jewish Vocational Service and Massachusetts General Hospital. Lisha
worked as a dental assistant for Dr. J. Nore, D.D.S which reinforced her decision to become
a dentist. After graduation, Lisha plans to practice in Massachusetts and spend more time
with her family.

Matthew D. Lee, D2020
Matthew was born and raised in Seattle, Washington until matriculating into the Class of
2020 at Tufts. In 2016, Matthew earned a double degree from Western Washington
University – a Bachelor in Science in Biological Anthropology and a Bachelor in Arts in
Sociology, graduating cum laude.
During his time at Tufts, Matthew was heavily involved with the Tufts American Student
Dental Association Chapter (ASDA) as well as the Tufts American Dental Education
Association (ADEA) Chapter as Communication Chair. Matthew’s involvement in ASDA led
him to become heavily active on the district level with the five other schools in the New
England area and as a National Leader on the Council on Communication in the 2019-2020
term. He attended and represented Tufts in numerous conferences with ASDA and ADEA
such as in Chicago, Pittsburgh, Anaheim, and St. Louis. His highlight is definitely his
involvement on the national level with ASDA with many other students from around the
country, but his favorite experience at school was a five-week externship at the Winslow
Indian Health Care Center in Winslow, Arizona where he provided dental care to the Navajo
Indian population.
After graduating from Tufts, Matthew plans to return to Winslow for a one-year Advanced
Education in General Dentistry residency program. Along with that, he will be involved on
the American Dental Association’s Council on Communication as the ASDA Consultant for
the next year.
Matthew wants to acknowledge the support from the many Tufts faculty and instructors
that helped him in his dental education such as his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Mary Karish,
Dr. Mark Caddell, and Dr. Alan Epstein, and the many instructors who helped guide him,
including Dr. Yo-wei Chen, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili, Dr. Richard Doff,
and Dr. James Theodore.
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Jenna Yeonkyung Lee, D2020
Jenna was born and raised in South Korea. After attending middle school in Korea, she
moved to Long Island for high school and attended Cornell University, where she found a
passion for dentistry and changed her major from engineering to biological sciences during
her sophomore year. She graduated with a B.A. degree in Biological Sciences in 2015 and
was awarded the Hunter Rawlings III Presidential Research scholarship.
While at Tufts, Jenna participated in the global service-learning trip to Peru, though which a
group of dental students and faculty members traveled to Granja Porcon, Peru to provide
free dental care to adults and children. She was also the community service chair for
AADMD (now Special Smiles), through which she found a passion for treating children with
special needs. She also served as the community service chair for KADA by organizing
outreach events to the St. Antoine Daveluy Catholic Church, which she attended for two
years in dental school. She also continued her research by participating in a project with
Dr. Irina Dragan on the topic of evaluating interprofessional relationships between dental
students and those of other healthcare fields. She also participated in making posters for
the Dental Central team and served as a Student Teaching Assistant for Continuing
Education courses.
Jenna would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Paul Trombly and Dr. Ilenia
Gonzalez, as well as previous Practice Coordinators, Dr. Colette Catalino and Dr. Jennifer
Lipiec, for their mentorship and guidance. She would also like to express gratitude to the
entire clinical faculty who helped her learn in different ways, especially Drs. Ronald Davitt,
Francois Fisselier, Thaisa Bordin, Yo-wei Chen, Rocio Saavedra, Mahnaz Raissi, Dean
Cohen, and Dongwoo Park, as well as her DPAs, Julie and Denise; Patti Casey; the radiology team; and the dispensary team for their
behind the scenes action. She would also like to thank the faculty with whom she traveled to Peru: Drs. Leopoldo Correa, Katie Talmo,
Boris Bacanurschi, and James Theodore. She thanks Professor Kathryn Dolan, Dr. Irina Dragan, Mary Ellen Marks, Nancy Marks, and every
single patient for their patience and their smiles, trust, encouragement, and for making her into the provider that she is now.
Most importantly, she extends endless thanks to her parents, Chulwoo Lee and Sunkyung Kim, for their unconditional love and support.
She would also like to thank her only sister, Hwajin, who is also graduating medical school this year, for being her role model and
motivating her to become who she is now, and her baby brother Justin, who will be graduating high school next year, for teaching her
how to be responsible as an older sibling. Last but not least, she would like to thank all her D20 classmates and also her D19 big, Sunny
Lew, and Anne-marie Vu, who guided her through school, clinic, and life.
Upon graduation, Jenna will begin postgraduate pediatric residency at NYU Langone’s MA site in Holyoke.

Sun Y. Lim, D2020
Sun was born in Seoul, Korea and raised in La Canada, California. She attended Boston
College and received a B.S. degree in Psychology. She decided to stay in Boston to
continue her education at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, where she enjoyed
being engaged in community service, teaching, and research.
As president of the Sharewood Project, Sun worked interprofessionally to help meet the
health needs of the underserved and mentored underclassmen to ease into starting clinic.
She also enjoyed teaching as a Fixed Prosthodontics, Removable Prosthodontics,
Radiology, and Continuing Education Teaching Assistant. These experiences affirmed her
decision to pursue a specialty in Prosthodontics. Sun fulfilled her community servicelearning externship at the Dimock Center, which was an extremely rewarding experience.
Sun would like to express gratitude to the TUSDM faculty for their invaluable mentorship.
She gives special thanks to her clinical instructors and Group Exeter Practice Coordinators,
Drs. Mary Karish, Alan Epstein, and Mark Caddell, for their immense support and guidance.
Sun would like to especially thank Drs. Hanna Bae, Mariam Margvelashvili, Yo-wei Chen,
Duangkamol Blankenship, Marcelo Suzuki, and Dongwoo Park for their mentorship in
prosthodontics and helping her develop confidence in her skills. Their lessons and roles in
dental school will always be remembered in Sun’s heart.
Sun cannot thank her parents, Moon Ho Lim and Kyung Jin Kim, enough for their sacrifice,
unconditional love, and constant support they gave her throughout dental school. Sun
would also like to thank her siblings, Elly and Danny, for their love and support.
Sun would like to thank her closest friends and classmates, Jennifer Kim, Cindy Park, and Tracy Gerona, for always pushing her to do
better and be better and for always being there for her during difficult times. Sun is very thankful for the fond memories she made with
her friends through all the joys and difficulties of dental school and for the lifelong friendships. Finally, Sun would like to congratulate her
fellow D20 classmates for their success and accomplishment.
After graduation, Sun will begin specialty training in Prosthodontics at University of California, San Francisco School of Dentistry.
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Qian Lin, D2020
Qian and her family moved to the United States from Fuzhou, China in search of a better
education and more opportunities in the future.
With her proactivity and enthusiasm in her new environment, she quickly tackled the
language problem by working as a tour leader to practice English with the guidance of her
parents. She completed her B.S. degree, majoring in Biology and minoring in South Asian
Studies while simultaneously working three part-time jobs. Qian actively sought out
changes and challenges in her life. When her first dentist mentor, Dr. Ronald Salyk, spoke
to her about dentistry, it opened the door of dentistry to her. She exposed herself in
clinical settings and found joy in dentistry.
During her time at Tufts, Qian was named to the Dean’s List every year and awarded a Tufts
Merit Scholarship. Besides her academic success, Qian was also competent in clinical
skills and involved in complicated clinical cases with mentorship from faculty. She was
selected to the Health Literary Intensive Program and Advanced Periodontics Selective
Program on top of finishing her didactic and clinical requirements. Qian actively
volunteered on various occasions every year and helped coordinate volunteering activities
together with fellow students at Tufts University School of Medicine to provide free medical
and dental screenings to the local community. With her passion for emergency medicine,
Qian served as a CPR instructor to train and help faculties and students in dental school to
get recertified since 2017.
Qian would like to sincerely thank her parents, Jin Wang Lin and Li Fang Zhuo, and sister,
Dr. Li Lin, for their unconditional support and love throughout her life that built her confidence, optimism, and lifelong ability to learn.
“WO HAO AI NI MEN!” Qian also appreciates the generous guidance from didactic and clinical faculty. She thanks Dr. Paul Leavis, who
chose to be Qian’s first patient and gave her compliments and guidance throughout. She also thanks the Dorchester Group Practice
Coordinators, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, and Dr. Richard Harold; her mentor, Dr. David Paul; Dr. Paul Levi;
prosthodontists, Dr. Nitu Singh, Dr. Dongwoo Park, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, and Dr. Yo-wei Chen; periodontist, Dr. Yumi
Ogata; and Dr. Tannaz Shapurian, who devoted their time and knowledge and made her dental training at TUSDM an encouraging,
educational, and exceptional experience. Qian would also like to thank her professional and lovely DPAs, dental assistants, Matilda,
dispensary staff, and radiology team for their endless support behind the scene. Qian also developed many great friendships at TUSDM.
She wants to give virtual hugs to “the Dental Cavity” family and “Squadrant” group with whom she shared laughter and lunches.
Upon graduation, Qian will begin to practice as a general dentist in Massachusetts.
Qian would like to wish every classmate the best of luck in the future! “Congrats to the Class of 2020!”

Ranko Lisul, DI2020
Ranko was born in Serbia, Europe, and after completing his high school education, decided
to enroll in Belgrade School of Dental Medicine, where he successfully achieved his D.D.S.
degree in 2004. He worked for almost ten years as a dentist in his country, which was a
challenging endeavor in a society facing economic and political difficulties. In 2014, he
immigrated to the USA, and another journey begun – a journey of hard work, struggle, and
success – from a bar in Memphis, TN, through dental assisting on Cape Cod and finally to
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine – twenty-nine months of learning and achieving
new victories. His education at Tufts was a remarkable time spent in a remarkable
institution that gave him new opportunities and knowledge about dental medicine in the
USA. During his studies, he worked at Geiger Gibson Community Health Clinic, serving and
helping people in need, implementing his experience and knowledge gained at Tufts and
Belgrade Dental Schools.
After graduation, he plans to work in Massachusetts and hopefully to own a practice one
day.
He would like to thank his family, his wife, brother, mother, and father, for their
tremendous support, not just through TUSDM, but for always being there for him on this
American journey. He wishes to thank to all of the faculty members of the Tufts community
who guided and taught him during the past two and a half years. He would like to express
his special thanks to Matthew Horan and Erin Mullaney for their help and support in
fulfilling his American dream.
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Tong Liu, D2020
Tong was born and raised in China. She moved to the United States in 2008 and attended
high school in Naperville, IL. Tong completed her Bachelor of Science degree in molecular
cellular biology and chemistry at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
At Tufts, Tong was one of the students selected for the Advanced Periodontal Selective
Program, learning advanced clinical and didactic training in periodontology and implants.
Tong would like to express appreciation to the TUSDM faculty, staff, and administration for
providing her with incredible experience of dental education. Tong would like to express
special thanks to her Practice Coordinators in the Fairfield clinic, Drs. Colette Catalino and
Paul Trombly, for their mentorship and support. She also thanks Drs. Ronald Davitt,
Mariam Margvelashvili, Lee Meng, Poonam Soi, Linda Marinello, and Yumi Ogata for their
knowledge and guidance throughout her clinical experience and selective program.
Tong would like to thank her parents, aunts, and cousin for endless love and prayer, and
also thank her friends for support.
After graduation, Tong will be continuing her education in a General Practice Residency in
New York State.

Sandy Lopez-Alvarez, D2020
Sandy was born in Culiacan Sinaloa, Mexico and moved to the Coachella Valley at the age
of seven. She graduated from the University of California Riverside with a B.A. degree in
Biology and a Math minor. During her undergraduate studies, Sandy conducted research in
an entomology lab and actively worked to serve her community.
Sandy would like to thank her family and friends for their unconditional support during all
her years of schooling. Most importantly, Sandy would like to thank her parents, Malena
and Alejandro, for the endless love, encouragement, and prayers. “Mami y papi, gracias
por ser los mejores papás del mundo. Gracias por enseñarme a valorar las cosas pequeñas
de la vida y por siempre creer en mi.” Sandy gives thanks to her sister, Jenifer, and brother,
Alejandro, for always uplifting her and providing the best advice. Sandy would like to thank
her husband, Oscar, for always being a ray of sunshine and emotional support when
needed and his dedication especially through the long distance. “Te amo amor!” Sandy
would like to thank her friends back in her hometown, Raquel and Giovana, for always
believing that she could do it. Sandy would also like to give special thanks to her Tufts
friends, Stephanie, Gloria, and Thais, for being her number one supporters. “My dental
school journey and success would not be possible without your support ladies. I love you
all very much.” They truly became her lifelong friends. Sandy would like to give a special
thanks to everyone back in her hometown, who is anxiously waiting for her return.
Last but not least, Sandy would like to thank the faculty and the entire Tufts staff for
making the clinics run as smoothly as possible. Sandy is grateful for her Practice
Coordinators, Dr. Edward Fidrocki, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, and Dr. Richard Harold, for their
patience and guidance throughout her dental school clinical career. She would like to express her appreciation for her Dental Practice
Administrators, Lou Luy, Allyson Santo, and Mena Majeed, as well as Matilda Bejko, Jackie Romano, and Michela Iheuwa for all their
assistance and hard work in the dental clinic. Sandy also extends her gratitude to Drs. Nitu Singh, Pilar Sanchez, William Sylvia, James
Theodore, Joanne Falzone, and Marcelo Suzuki for teaching her to become a more confident and competent clinician. Sandy is also very
thankful to have the best front desk staff, Merlene James-Harris and Patricia Massillion, for constantly surpassing their responsibilities.
Lastly, Sandy is eternally grateful and blessed for the mentorship and support of Dr. Martha Forero and Dr. Robert Kasberg. Their
guidance, support, and encouragement gave her a foundation to exceed far beyond her expectations.
Following graduation Sandy will continue her dental journey at the Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center General Practice Residency
in California for one year.

Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 76

.

Laura López Jáuregui, DI2020
Laura was born and raised in Teocaltiche, Jalisco, México. She earned her Doctor of Dental
Medicine degree at Universidad Autonoma de Aguascalientes, México in 2011. Following
graduation, Laura was accepted into the Universidad Autonoma de Guadalajara School of
Orthodontics, from which she graduated in 2014. During the course of her orthodontics
studies, she met her husband, an international student from New Mexico who was
studying medicine. After four years of dating, they married in 2015 and then moved to the
United States.
Once in the United States, Laura realized she left behind not only her country, family, and
friends, but also the profession for which she was passionate. Even after all her years of
training, she could not practice dentistry in the United States. She did not let this get the
best of her. She realized this was only part of the journey and embraced the process to
become a practicing dentist in the United States.
In 2018, Laura was accepted to the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine International
Class of 2020. She will be forever grateful to Dr. Ronald Perry, the Director of the
International Program, who gave her the opportunity and opened the doors to continue her
professional life in this country.
While at Tufts, Laura was on the Dean’s List and was a Teacher Assistant for Operative
Dentistry. She participated in CE courses like Botox, TMD, and Sleep Apnea. She joined the
Hispanic International Mission, the Hispanic Dental Student Association, and the American
Association for Women Dentists.
Laura would like to express utmost appreciation to the TUSDM amazing faculty in Group Practice Atlantic for their unwavering support
and mentorship in providing comprehensive care and proper patient management. She is thankful for Drs. Leopoldo Correa, Laurence
Barron, Judith Goldstein, Dongwoo Park, Francois Fisselier, Pilar Sanchez, Ala Ali, Kwang Min Park, and all the others who guided her and
helped her craft her hand skills and chair side manner.
Laura considers herself extremely fortunate for the friendship she built with Jasmine, Ola, Nadine, Gaby, Yori, Mohamed, and Luis. She
will remember the study nights, laughs, drama, and all the great moments they spent together.
Laura would like to dedicate this achievement to her daughter, Emma Sofia. “Nothing has been as difficult and heartbreaking than being
apart from you, in order to go back to school to accomplish my professional dreams. I hope one day you will feel proud of mamá Laura.”
She also dedicates it to her husband, Dr. Gregory Fernandez, for being the best life partner she could ever ask for; her brothers, Blas and
Pepe; her sister, Paty; and Mom Lupis for being her emotional pillars who lifted her up on the bad days. Laura wants to express heartfelt
and infinite gratitude to her parents, Lupis and Chuy, for their undying support, love, and values, as well as her mother-in- laws, Vangie
and Veronica; her father-in-law, Jake Fernandez; and the Fernandez family for all their support and help with Emma. She would not have
been able to make it this far without them.

Adam N. Lowenstein, D2020
Adam attended Washington University in St. Louis and received a B. A. in Anthropology. He
then received an M.S. degree from Boston University. Pursuing dentistry as a form of public
service first inspired him to hone a skill set that could be used to promote well-being
among members of communities without adequate access to care. As a volunteer and
committee chair for Give Kids a Smile, Adam had the opportunity to connect with dozens of
children by preparing and comforting them before, during, and after their dental
procedures. By participating in their introduction to quality oral healthcare, Adam was able
to help children and their parents improve and maintain their oral health.
As a volunteer in the Mini Medical School programs at the Museum of Science and in
Nantucket Public School, Adam taught children about oral health and how to take dental
impressions, which further deepened his commitment to viewing dentistry as a means of
engaging with the community. In addition to shadowing orthodontic residents at Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine, Adam made an effort to spend as much time as
possible in the pediatric clinic. By working with children, and especially those with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, Adam saw the full effect of integrating
kindness, the tell-show-do method, and reassuring words as key components of providing
patient care. His experiences as a volunteer reinforced his belief that dentistry can be
interactive and engaging; Adam plans to continue to participate in similar outreach
programs in the future.
His interest in the intersection between statistics and dentistry also served as fodder for
his research and writing on the effects of race, gender, and age on orthodontics,
culminating in the paper, “Maxillary transverse dimension in Class I subjects by race, gender, and age: A cross-sectional study,” which
Adam co-authored with two orthodontic residents and one pre-doctoral student. In the process, Adam learned that while age has no
effect on intermolar width in the permanent dentition, racial and gender differences should be taken into account when treatment
planning cases with maxillary transverse deficiencies. He conducted research about forensic dentistry as well: “Evaluating Forensic
Dentistry in Dental Education - an Evidence Based Study.”
Adam would like to thank his grandmother, Renee; his parents, Robin S. Eliasberg D86 and L. Jeffrey Lowenstein D85; his sister, Marcie;
Samantha Parad; and everyone else that helped him along the way, especially Dr. David Leader, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. Michael McQueen,
Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Francois Fisselier, Caitlin Lu, Dr. Melissa Ing, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr. Hanna Bae, and Dr. Katerina
Paraskevopoulou.
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Tais Trevelin Lowry, DI2020
Tais was born and raised in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where she received her D.D.S. degree from the
State University of Sao Paulo (UNESP) in 2009. During dental school in Brazil, Tais met her
future husband while vacationing in the state of Idaho. Following graduation from UNESP, Tais
worked at clinics in underserved rural and urban areas in Brazil for two years.
After gaining these work experiences, Tais moved to the United States to be with her husband.
She initially worked as a dental assistant for her father-in law in Coeur-d’Alene, Idaho. After
marrying in 2012, she relocated to Loma Linda in Southern California. While living in California,
she volunteered at several community outreach organizations and worked as a dental assistant
in Upland, CA.
Tais entered the Dental International Student Program at Tufts in 2018 to earn her D.M.D
degree. During her time at Tufts, she appreciated the challenges the curriculum offered and
used them as her motivation for success, including earning recognition on the Dean’s List. Tais
began every day by devoting it to God. She was chosen to participate in the Implant Selective
Program and also the Advanced Esthetics Education and Operative Dentistry. She also was a
CAD/CAM clinical teaching assistant and Operative teaching assistant.
Tais dedicates her D.M.D. to her loving husband, Maxwell Lowry. She realized her dream
because of his steadfast assistance and dedication to her. Tais is eternally grateful for his
unconditional love and support. She extends a special appreciation to her father-in-law, Dr.
Edward Lowry D.D.S., for all the help throughout the years, particularly during dental school.
She also is grateful for the encouragement and support of her close family; her parents, Jose
and Ester; and sister, Ellen, despite being far way in Brazil.
Academically, Tais is grateful to the entire TUSDM faculty, staff, and administration for all their
hard work in supporting students and developing opportunities for them. She particularly expresses her gratitude and appreciation to the
Practice Coordinators, Drs. Denisa Stasa, David Paul, and especially Alex Miele, for their guidance and valuable mentorship. She also thanks
Assistant Dean Michael Thompson and Associate Dean Robert Kasberg for always being approachable, understanding, and available.
Tais extends special appreciation to Drs. Konstantinos Vazouras, who guided her during her very first implant placement and many more
subsequently; Yo-wei Chen, for always being eager to help, answering copious questions, and sharing his knowledge; Thaisa Bordin, for her gift
of teaching; James Theodore for his effervescent disposition; and Mrs. Janette, for all the hours she spent in the CAD/CAM lab teaching Tais.
Lastly, but most important, Tais is thankful to God. “Now to Him Who is able to do immensely more than we ask or imagine, according to His
power that is at work within us.” Ephesians 3:20
Upon graduation, Tais will be returning to Southern California to work in private practice as a general dentist, and eventually opening her own
practice with her husband when he also graduates from dental school.
“Congratulations Class of 2020!”
“There is a driving force more powerful than steam, electricity and nuclear power: The Will.”- Unknown

Christopher Lucido, D2020
Christopher’s aspiration for dentistry started developing at an early age. He began
shadowing in various dental offices before entering high school. His passion was
strengthened by hundreds of hours spent volunteering at a local dental office while
earning his Bachelor of Science from Villanova University in 2016. While at TUSDM,
Christopher participated in two community service-learning experiences that enhanced his
clinical skills while providing unforgettable experiences. In 2018, he volunteered at the
UNPHU school in Santo Domingo, where he provided a range of dental services to the
underprivileged community, promoted oral hygiene, and helped develop an oral home for
patients in need.
Although Christopher spent the majority of his weekdays treating patients at Tufts, he also
served as a TA in preclinical classes, such as Fixed Prosthodontics, Operative, and
Pediatric Dentistry. Mentoring other students bolstered his knowledge in each discipline.
Christopher also managed to work part-time jobs throughout dental school. Even with
watching dogs, bar-backing, serving, or checking IDs at local bars, Christopher always
found time to spend with his loving family, friends, and girlfriend, Jessica.
Despite Christopher’s hectic schedule, he also volunteered his time to worthy causes. He
enjoyed helping others during Give Kids a Smile, Vinyasa With a View, and Service with a
Smile. He was a member of the Hispanic Dental Association, ASDA, and Orthodontics Club.
Christopher served as an integral member of the Italian Dental Association as Secretary.
He was also a member of the Practice Management Club.
Christopher is keenly aware that he would not have been successful at Tufts Dental without
the help of a village, far too many people to name. However, Christopher would like to thank each of his Practice Coordinators,
professors, and administrators that assisted in his journey through dental school, including Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano Eliopoulos,
Richard Harold, Francois Fisselier, Pilar Sanchez, James Theodore, William Sylvia, Katerina Pellino, Marcelo Suzuki, and Tannaz
Shapurian. Everyone that Christopher came in contact with was helpful, no matter how menial his contact may have been. Christopher
expresses his eternal appreciation for their assistance and guidance while he was at Tufts.
Christopher would also like to thank his family, especially his mother, Carole, for her insurmountable love and support throughout his
life. As Christopher’s role model, Carole has served as the prime example of how to be hard-working, motivated, and dedicated in order
to accomplish your lifelong dreams. Christopher is appreciative of his aunts, Joanne and Margaret, for their unshakable emotional
support as well as his brother, Jeffrey, and his father. Most importantly, however, he is grateful to Jessica for her patience and love.
Finally, Christopher is dedicating his diploma to his late grandparents, Margaret and John Tramutola, for their love, care, and
encouragement throughout his life. As his grandfather would reference the great Frank Sinatra, “the best is yet to come.”
After graduation, Christopher will participate in a General Practice Residency at Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, New York. As a TUSDM
alumnus, Christopher will pay it forward by assisting other administrators, students, and alumni.
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Khohlia Mack, D2020
Khohlia received her Bachelor of Arts degree in History from Tufts University in 2012. Prior
to dental school, she worked at a civil engineering company for four years.
While at Tufts Dental, Khohlia was on the Dean’s List and the recipient of several awards
including the Gallagher-Wilkins Scholarship Award, the Colgate-Palmolive Scholarship,
and merit scholarships. Outside of academics, for the past three years, she served as an
elected student representative for the Admissions Committee, as well as serving as the
appointed 2019 dental school representative for the Board of Trustees’ Committee for
University Advancement. After graduation, Khohlia will be completing a one-year GPR at
Rhode Island Hospital.
Khohlia would like to thank the Tufts faculty and administration who have supported her
including, but not limited to, Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Dr. Alex
Miele, Dr. David Paul and Dr. Denisa Stasa, Dr. Iqbal Singh, Tangy, and Romell, all of whom
helped her to become a better person and more proficient clinician.
Khohlia would also like to thank her mom, dad, sisters, and extended family for inspiring
and supporting her every step on her journey. “Wi likkle but we tallawah.”

Radhika Makadia, DI2020
Radhika is originally from Malawi, a small country in southeastern Africa. Her inspiration to
practice dentistry began at a young age as she watched her father, currently a dentist in
California, treat impoverished patients who often walked miles across rugged terrain for
treatment. Likewise, the patients Radhika treated in India, where she earned her B.D.S.
from Bhavnagar University, went to great lengths to get dental care. In fact, throughout her
journey, Radhika treated some of the most vulnerable members of society – the poor, the
elderly, and children.
While pursuing her D.M.D. at Tufts, she continued working with children as a member of
AAPD, volunteering at numerous events focused on the betterment of children’s dental
hygiene. Radhika also served as the Social Media and Advertising Director for the African
Diaspora United.
Throughout her journey from Malawi, to India, to Tufts, Radhika had a significant impact on
her patients; however, it is the patients who most impacted her, including an elderly man
who had trouble chewing food for years and the special needs patients she treated during
an off-site rotation, that she will remember throughout her dental career.
Radhika is thankful for the support she received from her friends and family, especially her
father for his guidance and love.
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Justin Marino, D2020
Justin was raised in the South Shore area of Massachusetts. Born to a teacher and a
dentist, Justin developed a passion for science, medicine, and education from an early age.
Justin attended the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. He was a goal
keeper for the Holy Cross Crusaders soccer team in addition to being a teaching assistant
in numerous chemistry laboratories. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Chemistry
while at Holy Cross. It was there that Justin fostered a desire to continue his passion for
science, medicine, and education. Dentistry was the perfect fit.
Justin attended TUSDM as legacy to his father, Dr. Joseph Marino, D88 OMFS92, and
grandfather, Dr. Paul Marino, Professor of OMFS. While at TUSDM, Justin took the time to
participate in a number of different volunteer service groups to help underserved
populations, such as Special Smiles and Service with a Smile, through which he provided
much needed care to special needs and disabled veteran populations. Justin also served as
a student teaching assistant in the undergraduate clinic as part of the Group Practice
Exeter. This was not just a job, but rather an opportunity that helped him gain an
appreciation for mentorship and teaching through learning as well as develop a broader
clinical experience. Tufts also provided Justin with the opportunity to attend continuing
education courses while still enrolled at the university. Through his Tufts education, Justin
developed a wide variety of skills over all dental specialties. Gaining an appreciation of
each of these specialties led Justin to pursue a career in General Dentistry. His time at Tufts
has also given Justin a desire for life long education and community service. After
graduation, Justin plans to stay in the greater Boston area working in private general
practice.
Justin would like to thank his mentors and colleagues who helped shape his journey and define his pursuit of healthcare and dental
medicine. He is particularly thankful for the guidance shown from his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mary Karish, Alan Epstein, and Mark
Caddell; as well as Drs. Richard Doff, Huda Stipho, Thaisa Bordin, Duangkamol Blankenship, and Linda Marinello. Justin would also like to
thank the front desk staff of Group Exeter and the dispensary staff on the fourth floor.
Justin would like to extend a special “thank you” to family and friends, whose constant support and guidance cannot be forgotten. In
particular he would like to thank his mother, Amy, and father, Joseph, for everything they have done throughout his life. His gratitude for
all that they sacrificed cannot be expressed. In addition, he extends a special “thank you” to his twin brother, Jason, and his grandfather,
Paul, for their continued patience and support. This degree and achievement would not have been possible without them.

Catherine (Katie) McKenna, D2020
Katie grew up in Longmeadow, Massachusetts and graduated from the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester where she earned a B.A. in Chemistry. Following her graduation in
2014, she completed a post-baccalaureate in pre-health studies at the University of
Alabama Birmingham while helping her uncle run a wedding and events venue. As a
daughter, granddaughter, and great-granddaughter to Tufts Dental graduates, Katie was
proud to carry on the tradition of the family.
While at Tufts, Katie worked as a Teaching Assistant for many different courses including
Gross Anatomy, Dental Anatomy, Craniofacial Function, and Fixed Prosthodontics. She
found helping and collaborating with underclassmen to be a rewarding experience. Katie
also served her class as the clinic liaison for Group Practices Charlestown and Dorchester,
as President of the Academy of General Dentistry, and as a class liaison and publicist for
student run community service organizations such as Smile Squad and Give Kids a Smile.
Katie also represented her class on the Ethics and Professionalism Committee during her
fourth year. Katie feels blessed to be a part of such a great class and community and is
forever beholden to all the TUSDM friends that she made, “The Lady Bunch” among others
as they were all a big contributing factor to her success.
Katie feels indebted to the dedicated faculty and staff at TUSDM, as she achieved more
than she imagined while in school. Katie had the pleasure of being in Group Practice
Dorchester where her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Richard Harold, Theano Eliopoulos, and
Edward Fidrocki, challenged her to reach great clinical achievements while maintaining
patience and compassion for patients in the clinic. Katie would like to especially thank Drs.
Joanne “Mama” Falzone and Peter Arsenault for their constant and unwavering support during her journey as a dental student.
Additionally, Katie would like to thank Dr. Rocio Saavedra for developing and nurturing her interest in pediatric dentistry and Dr. Karen
Wallach for the years of advice and mentorship. Lastly, Katie would like to thank her prosthodontic faculty, Drs. Ala Ali, Thaisa Bordin, and
especially Dr. Marcelo Suzuki for helping her through challenging prosthetic cases.
Katie’s path to dentistry would not have been possible without the incredible family and community by which she is blessed to be
surrounded. She is incredibly thankful for the many words of encouragement from her parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and cousins.
Above all, her mother and father motivated her pursuit of dentistry. From talking through terrible days to constant dental questions, her
dad, D87, was a resilient answering post and her mom an unfaltering cheerleader. She is also grateful for her sister, Caroline’s, constant
positivity and her brother, Stephen’s, editing and DJ skills keeping her sane during periods of insanity.
After graduation, Katie will be working in a family private practice in the Boston area.
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Patrick James McLaughlin, D2020
Patrick received his B.S. degree in Medical Laboratory Science from the University of
Vermont. During his time at Tufts, Patrick was involved in numerous community service
activities organized through the school, mostly focused on raising money for veterans,
including Tufts Ruck, Service with a Smile, and others. He also volunteered to cover empty
slots due to interview days or illness at his externship site, Red Logan, which does
invaluable work towards serving the unserved rural communities of Northern Vermont and
New Hampshire. As a recipient of the HPSP scholarship, he will be serving as a Lieutenant
with the Navy Dental Corps immediately following graduation. He would especially like to
thank his beautiful wife, Emma, who has always been a bedrock against the heavy stress of
classes and clinic. He would also like to thank Dr. Mary Karish, for constantly answering his
questions about difficult patients and cleaning up his Axium messes, and the Council of
Men for never failing to provide the necessary motivation to study and put in the grueling
work needed.

Allan McQuarrie, D2020
Allan, or Al as his friends call him, was born and raised in southern New Hampshire as the
oldest of three sons. His parents, Allan, Jr. and Randi, are both electrical engineers who
instilled a strong work ethic and sense of responsibility in him at a young age. Al attended
Saint Anselm College, a small liberal arts college in Manchester, New Hampshire, where he
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Natural Sciences. While on the hilltop at St. As, Al was a fouryear starting catcher on the baseball team, was treasurer for the Red Key Society, and
helped establish the Pre-Dental Club with co-founder, Corey Winship D22 at TUSDM.
While at Tufts, Al developed a profound interest in community service and outreach,
particularly while participating in a global service-learning trip to Granja Porcon, Peru in
his fourth year. While in the mountains of Peru, Al and his classmates provided dental care
to patients of the local underserved community, including OHI, preventive care, restorative
care, and exodontia under the supervision of TUSDM faculty and alongside students from
the local Peruvian dental school. Al also served as a clinical laboratory and fixed
prosthodontics course teaching assistant, through which he acquired an appreciation for
education through teaching. While in the undergraduate clinic, Al developed a keen
interest in esthetic dentistry and a commitment to continuing his education to provide the
highest standard of care to his future patients. Al plans to attend a one-year advanced
education in general dentistry residency following his graduation from TUSDM before he
settles into private practice back home in southern New Hampshire.
Al would like to thank his mentors and colleagues throughout his journey through dental
school, including Director of Mind-Body Wellness at Tufts, Dr. Christina Pastan; his Practice
Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele, David Paul, and Denisa Stasa; and Drs. Jose Camilo Segura, James Stein, and Ronald Randazzo. He extends
special thanks to his two younger brothers, Jon and Justin, for their support to get to the next level, his mentor and close friend Jack Kelly,
his hero Thomas Edward Patrick Brady, Jr., and his acolyte Maetch McShane.
Allan would like to dedicate his D.M.D. to his parents, Allan, Jr. and Randi, and his grandparents Allan, Sr. and Agnes McQuarrie and Ron
and Annette Burba. All that Allan accomplished and will accomplish was made possible by them.
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Amina Mekić, D2020
Amina was born in Split, Croatia. As her parents and she fled the war in motherland Bosnia
and Herzegovina, they became refugees in Turkey, where Amina spent her childhood.
During third grade, her family immigrated to the United States to a small town named
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
Amina attended Pennsylvania State University and earned a B.S. degree in Biology. After
completing her undergraduate studies, she taught biology, infectious diseases, and
anatomy and physiology at a high school in a rural area in Greensboro, North Carolina.
After a year of teaching, she enrolled at the Boston University School of Medicine and
earned an M.S. degree in Oral Health Sciences.
While at TUSDM, Amina was involved with research and community service. Her research
investigated a genetic disorder that also had dental manifestations. She also had an
unforgettable five-week externship in Winslow, Arizona where she provided dental care to
the Native American population.
She would like to thank TUSDM faculty, staff, and classmates who made dental school an
unforgettable journey and one that she will always reminisce about. Amina would like to
specifically acknowledge her classmate, Haneen, for being an amazing, supportive friend
throughout dental school whom she now considers a sister. Her experience most definitely
would not have been the same without her. She will cherish the memories she made during
the past four years and will always be happy to visit Boston.
Today, Amina would like to dedicate her dental degree to her parents, Fahrudin and Amela
Mekić. Acknowledging the struggles they faced at a young age, she thanks them for all their hard work and encouragement which was the
igniting fire for Amina. She hopes that today her parents are looking at her in her gown and are thinking, ‘it was all worth it.’ She also
thanks her brother, Irfan, for never failing to put a smile on her face for when dental school was challenging. Furthermore, Amina would
like to thank her fiancé, Jasmin, and his family for the unconditional love and support. She extends a special thanks to her family and
friends abroad and near who always cheered her every step of the way, specifically those located in Bosnia, Montenegro, Denmark, and
Bethlehem.
Lastly, Amina would like to acknowledge her neighbor, her ‘adopted’ grandmother, Majka, for being a constant support for her during her
time in Boston. She will be forever thankful for the relationship that they built over the years, she will miss her dearly and hopes to
continue their friendship after leaving Boston.
After graduation, Amina will be getting married the following week and starting a new chapter in Northern Virginia where she will be
working as a general dentist.

Christian Jesus Mendoza, D2020
Christian was born and raised in Los Angeles, California and received his B.S. in Biology
and M.S. in Oral Biology at University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) in 2012 and 2016
respectively.
As a member of HDA (Hispanic Dental Association), Christian embarked on a global servicelearning journey to the Dominican Republic in 2018, where he provided free dental care to
those in need, including children with disabilities. Christian was a strong oral health
advocate in the Hispanic community of East Boston, as he volunteered to teach oral health
to the kids attending Catholic Church.
Moving cross-country from the West Coast to the East Coast proved to be a humbling and
maturing experience for Christian. Despite being thousands of miles away from family,
Christian found a new family within the TUSDM community. The knowledge and clinical
experience he gained in the past four years is immeasurable, but even more valuable for
him are the friendships that will continue to grow stronger after dental school. Christian
plans to continue his professional education for a dental service organization in the
Pacific/Southwest region of the United States. Christian is interested in continuing his
education in the world of dental implant placement and dental entrepreneurship. He sees
himself owning his first practice within the next five years and having the resources within
the next ten years to provide dental care to the underserved communities of Los Angeles
and to his family in Mexico.
Christian would like to thank Dr. Paul Trombly and Dr. Colette Catalino for mentoring him
these past two years and for encouraging him to think critically and efficiently as a dentist when treatment planning. He would also like to
thank Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Maria Avrampou, and Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili for teaching him most of what he knows in the field of
clinical prosthodontics. Dr. Ronald Davitt, unknowingly, has been a great role model for Christian. Christian admires Dr. Davitt’s positive
outlook on life, and he set an example for Christian to pursue happiness not just in his career, but also in his family and within himself.
Christian is thankful that he met his significant other in dental school. He is excited to see what the future holds for them together in this
next chapter after graduation. Lastly, Christian would like to thank his parents, Ana and Adan Mendoza, who have been exemplary role
models for Christian since childhood. If it were not for Christian’s father’s hard work ethic and sacrifices as a Mexican immigrant and now
United States citizen, Christian would simply not be here. Christian is forever grateful and is excited to be one step closer to repaying his
parents for all their sacrifices.
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David Michaels, D2020
David was raised in Canton, MA where he was exposed to the field of dentistry by his
father. David attended Connecticut College in New London, CT, where he received a B.A.
degree in Biochemistry.
David matriculated at TUSDM after graduating from college in 2016. He demonstrated
excellent academic and clinical knowledge while at Tufts. David was on the Dean’s List
since 2016. He completed research in dental materials during the summers of 2017 and
2018, through which his studies were accepted to be presented at the American
Association for Dental Research general meetings. David was also a member of the first
Tufts sponsored Global Service-Learning trip to Nicaragua, where they provided dental care
and oral health instructions to the local population. David had the opportunity to go on
externship to Vermont, where he improved upon his techniques and treatment planning
through the teachings of the members of the Red Logan Dental Clinic. David aims to take
the skills he gained from his experience at Tufts and to continue his career in general
dentistry while pursuing continuing education and the latest technologies. After
graduation, David will be joining his father in private general practice in Norwood, MA.
David would like to thank his mentors and colleagues during his time pursuing a career in
healthcare and dentistry. David is thankful for his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Karen Wallach,
Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, and Dr. Olympia Karacosta. David would also like to give a special
thanks to Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Judith Goldstein, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Duong
Tran, and Dr. James Theodore.
David’s success and his pursuit of a career in dentistry were made possible by the support
of his family and the friends he made throughout the years.

Sara Mir, D2020
Originally from Baltimore, Maryland, Sara graduated cum laude from Brown University with
an Sc.B. degree in Biology. Afterwards, she worked as a medical assistant in Providence,
Rhode Island for one year before moving to Boston to attend TUSDM.
At Tufts, Sara was very involved in both clinical and basic science research. At the AltHolland laboratory, she worked with a team of three other students to investigate the
effects of tumor microenvironment on the growth of basal cell carcinoma cells, ultimately
earning the Research Committee Award for Basic Science Research for her work. She also
led a research project in the department of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery with principal
investigator, Dr. Archana Viswanath, that investigated alternatives to opioid analgesics for
pain management after third molar extractions. Sara published and presented her research
at several national and international conferences including AAOMS, ICOMS, and AADR.
Alongside her studies and research, Sara worked as a teaching assistant for the clinical
anatomy course at Tufts. She assisted students with dissections, led review sessions, and
worked one-on- one with students who needed help. She also enjoyed and valued
community service. In August 2019, she traveled to the Dominical Republic for a dental
service trip with a large group of her classmates. It was definitely one of the highlights of
her time at Tufts!
In her second year, Sara developed a strong interest in the field of Oral & Maxillofacial
Surgery. She became more involved with the Oral Surgery Student Club, attending
meetings, coordinating scrub classes for students with the OR nurses, and leading a
journal club meeting on the use of opioids for pain management. She also served as the liaison for the Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
course for her class. Next year, Sara will be pursuing a residency in Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery at the University of Pennsylvania Medical
Center. Long-term, she hopes to work in a hospital setting and teach and mentor both residents and students alongside her clinical
practice.
Sara would like to thank her family for their unwavering love and support during her time at Tufts. Her parents, her boyfriend, Shervin,
and her cousin, Saba, were her main sources of strength and support, especially during the more challenging times.
Sara is immensely grateful to her mentor, Dr. David Joey Chang, for all of his help and guidance, especially throughout the OMFS
application process. She would also like to thank her research mentors, Dr. Addy Alt-Holland and Dr. Archana Viswanath, along with the
incredible clinic faculty she had the privilege of working with during her time at Tufts.
“Congrats, Class of 2020, and good luck!”
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Maryam Moghtader, DI2020
Maryam was born and raised in Iran. Due to the Iran-Iraq war at the time, many people
were killed or injured and needed medical help. At the same time, the majority of doctors
and professionals were migrating to other countries. Maryam was inspired by her father’s
words to choose a medical career to help those in need. She graduated from Tehran
University of Medical Sciences School of Dentistry in 1998.
After graduation, she worked in many dental clinics and eventually started her own private
practice. In 2011, she moved to Dubai, UAE with her husband and son. She worked as a
dentist in the Iranian Red Crescent Hospital. Maryam had the opportunity to meet and treat
patients from more than 100 different nationalities. In 2014, she moved to the United
States with her family.
Maryam would like to express her gratitude and appreciation to Dr. Michael Thompson and
Dr. Ronald Perry for giving her the great opportunity to be a part of the Tufts IS family.
She considers herself to be fortunate to be a part of Group Practice Charlestown and would
like to thank the Practice Coordinators, Dr. Denisa Stasa, Dr. David Paul, and Dr. Alex Miele,
for their endless support and mentorship. Maryam would like to express appreciation and
thanks to all the faculty and staff at TUSDM for their great help and support to improve her
clinical skills and dental education, especially to Drs. Pilar Sanchez, Nitu Singh, Jose
Segura, Marcelo Suzuki, Francois Fisselier, James Theodore, Linda Marinello, Iqbal Singh,
BiNa Oh, and Robert Mandell.
Maryam gives a special thanks to Tangy Person and Romell Madison for working tirelessly
to keep everything in order. She is very grateful to the kind staff of the radiology
department, dispensary, and dental assistants for helping and encouraging her every day.
Maryam would like to thank her mother for her unconditional love and support during difficult times. She is thankful to her father who
taught her the English language and opened her eyes to a new world. God bless his soul. Although she could not share her joy and
happiness with him, she hopes that she made him proud. Maryam is very grateful to her husband, Alireza, for his loving support and
sacrifice and for taking good care of their son. Finally, she would like to thank her brave and strong son, Kourosh, who had to leave all his
good friends and beloved town to move to Boston because of her. “Without all of your help, support and love, this journey was
impossible.”
She would like to thank all her wonderful patients who believed in her and had patience during the dental procedures.
After graduation, Maryam is planning to work as an associate in private practice in Massachusetts.

Roshaunda Moreno Kitchen, D2020
Ro’s interest in dentistry began after listening to her Papi describe how he made a
toothbrush out of tree bark by hand and his lack of access to dental care. She knew then
her heart would be devoted to serving the underserved communities. “To whom much is
given, much is required.”
Ro grew up in Chapel Hill, North Carolina and graduated from Fayetteville State University,
earning a B.S. degree in Psychology magna cum laude in 2012 and her Master’s in Medical
Science from Hampton University magna cum laude in 2014.
At TUSDM, Ro participated in the Student National Dental Association and helped
orchestrate several dental events, including Tufts Impressions Day and IDEAS in Medicine.
She also participated in multiple community service activities including the Friday Night
Supper Program, Cradle to Crayons and Room to Grow.
Ro would like to thank to several individuals who helped shape her both professionally and
personally throughout her time at Tufts. She is particularly grateful for her Back Bay
Practice Coordinators for their endless support and guidance. “Dr. Robert Kasberg, Papa
Kasberg, you took me under your wing from the very beginning. Thank you for believing in
me. There’s no one like you.” She thanks Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway for always checking
in with her, Dr. Michael Thompson for always being a listening ear, and the faculty and staff
that keep the school running. Their dedication is appreciated.
“This is not only an accomplishment for myself but I share this great victory with my
family.” Ro will be the first doctor in both her immediate and extended family. She is
thankful for her family’s endless support, unconditional love, and encouragement. For addressing her as ‘Dr. Ro’, which made her smile
daily. She thanks her mother, Sherri, for daily reminders to “handle your business” and her father for his love. She thanks her grandma
for always praying for and with her. To her niño, “Philly”: “thank you for being my life coach, for your love, continued push and wisdom.
This is only the beginning. Onward and Upward!” She thanks her best friends, Tana, Lauren, Kierra, and San for keeping her grounded.
She also would like to thank her sister, aunties, and cousins. Ro is grateful for Lauren Corley and DeAngelo (The Trio!) for the laughs and
support. Ro would like to thank the lifelong friends she made at TUSDM for their support and love. She could not have done it without her
“crew under the sun”. “I love you all so much!”
Lastly, Ro would like to share a few words. “Trust the gift that God has given you and stand in the integrity and character that he has
called you to. It may take longer and he may take you in a different direction but God has a supernatural way of ordering and orchestrating
the affairs of God’s people to arrive just where they need to be, when they need to be.”
After graduation, Ro plans to move closer to home and practice general dentistry in North Carolina.
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Brent Mullen, D2020
Brent grew up in Evansville, Indiana but is always a Kentuckian at heart. He served in the
United States Army and deployed once to the Iraq War. He received his Bachelor of Science
in Biology from the University of Southern Indiana and Master of Science from the
University of Nebraska – Kearney.
Brent’s favorite memories of the past four years include working with Dr. Robert Kasberg
and Dr. Charles Rankin to put together a team for the Boston Marathon Ruck March.
Another favorite is the afternoon sessions for Service with A Smile working with Professor
Kathryn Dolan and Dr. Gerard Kugel conducting dental screenings for veterans at the New
England Center and Home for Veterans. Brent enjoyed and always laughed sharing his
political views and jokes with Dr. Steven Rubin. Last but not least, Brent always enjoyed
his talks and jokes with Dr. Richard Doff and receiving life advice from him in his “office”.
Brent would like to thank all the faculty, staff, and classmates he met while at Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine. Individually naming all the people that had an
influence on him and that provided such great mentorship to him would take a whole page
and undoubtedly, he would accidently leave someone out. All these individuals
transitioned him from a dental student to an oral health provider with a big heart to give
back to communities, especially the veteran community. He will continue to strive to make
a difference and make the Tufts Dental community proud.
Brent would like to also thank his parents and family for always supporting him, especially
his decision to move to the big city for his dental education. He is grateful for both his
grandmas and grandpas and Aunt Bee for always being in his heart encouraging him to be the best version of himself.
Brent is excited to be starting a new chapter in his life as an Army dentist and to continue his work with Service with A Smile to improve
the oral health of veterans on a national level. He plans on staying involved with the Tufts community and never becoming a stranger at
Tufts Dental.

Julie P. Nguyen, D2020
Julie graduated with a B.S. degree in Biology in 2015 from Stony Brook University. During
her dental student career, Julie was involved with service through Give Kids a Smile, Mass
Special Olympics, neighborhood street fairs, Oral Cancer Walks, and other service events.
Julie was also a liaison for the Tufts Prosthodontics course. She was a part of several
student organizations including ADO, KADA, AAWD, and the Aesthetics Society. She helped
to earn the Tufts Tisch Fund grant for ADO while being a part of the eboard.
Julie’s most memorable experiences were working in the preclinical laboratory and
interacting with her classmates and faculty. The preclin lab has a lot of history since most
of TUSDM alums used the same lab. Sometimes dentistry can be frustrating and things
may have to be redone several times, but when everyone is in it together, it makes the
experience more enjoyable.
Another great experience was her externship at the Dimock Center. Julie was able to
increase her speed, test her skills, and learn a lot about real life dentistry in clinics. She
would like to thank all the dentists and assistants at Dimock Center for contributing to her
growth and learning.
After graduation, Julie will be returning to New York state to pursue a general practice
residency. She would like to earn her NYS license in dentistry and work in private practice.
One day she would like to open a practice and serve her local community in improving their
oral health.
There are many people that supported Julie through the best and worst times of her dental
career. First, she would like to thank her mother, father, and brother for all their support. She would like to thank her grandparents and
extended family for their concerns and well wishes, her friends from before she entered TUSDM, and all her new friends who went
through the dental experience together. Julie would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento,
and Dr. Karen Wallach, for their guide during her clinical practice. Finally, she would like to thank her course instructors, attendings, and
all the staff at Tufts for their teaching and hard work to help her class achieve their degrees.
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Keith Khanh Duc Nguyen, D2020
Keith received a B.S. in Biology in 2014 from the University of Texas at San Antonio. He is a
husband of 11 years, father of two, and an Army veteran. He co-created Service with a
Smile, which serves the New England Center and Home for Veterans by providing dental
screenings and services to veterans in need. He participated and led a team in the Boston
Marathon Tough Ruck, as well as competing in over 30 charity runs over that past four
years. He was the co-president of the military HPSP club and conducted interviews for
future dental students for the Admissions Department.
As he looks back at the last four years, he is reminded of all the great faculty members that
were so monumental in the molding and mentoring process, especially those that helped
make his ideas into realistic goals. Their caliber and motivation helped him achieve awards
from the Boston Celtics, the New England Patriots, and WCVB Channel 5 Boston. The
support from his family, friends, and TUSDM was paramount and much appreciated.
No one can do things on their own, and Keith will take that motto with him to future
endeavors. He will serve in the Army Reserve and practice general dentistry in his
hometown of Denton, TX. Lastly, he knows there are too many to name, but he wants to let
you know that you will always be in his heart. Also, he would like to thank the Back Bay
faculty and support staff for putting up with his many oddities in clinic, and of course thank
his beautiful wife for carrying the torch for so long. “We did it!”

Sheila Nguyen, D2020
Sheila grew up in Saugus, Massachusetts and graduated with a B.S. and Master’s degree
in Biotechnology from the University of Massachusetts Lowell in 2014 and 2015. While
attending school, she worked as a dental assistant for two years at Middleton Family
Dental with Dr. Jason Chow. It was at this time she felt inspired to become a dentist. After
working for a year, Sheila was accepted into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine
(TUSDM).
Sheila would like to sincerely thank her classmates, clinical instructors, and supporting
staff, specifically in the Atlantic Group Practice for their mentorship, encouragement, and
for fueling her passion for dental medicine. It was a pleasure to get to know each one of
these individuals, and Sheila feels fortunate to have their help in shaping her professional
identity.
Above all, Sheila would like to express her deepest thanks and appreciation to her mother
and father, Nhi Nguyen and Cuong Bui. They supported and motivated her to pursue a
career in dentistry. Sheila would like to thank her sister, Vicki Nguyen, for powering
through the long appointments for the past two years. This wonderful journey would have
been incomplete without her fiancée, Minh Vo. Thank you for all the love, positivity, and
unwavering support.
Sheila wants to thank the Class of 2020 for filling this journey with lots of laughs, smiles
and memories that will last a lifetime. “I wish you the very best life has to offer. See you
soon, Lisha Lee and Julie Nguyen!”
After graduation, Sheila plans to stay in New England area as a general practitioner.

Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 86

.

Umuhire (Umu) L. Ntabana, D2020
Umu dreamed of becoming a dentist, and now her dream is becoming a reality. Her father
was a dentist, and as a young girl growing up in Rwanda, she saw the impact that his care
and sense of humor made on the mouths of many. She wanted to follow in his legacy, and
while pursuing her B.S. degree at Johnson C. Smith University, she made the decision to
pursue dentistry. Fast forward to five years later to graduation time, and what a journey it
has been--the good, the bad, and the ugly. One particularly memorable moment Umu
recalls was when she helped make dentures for a patient. She could see his genuine
happiness and gratitude when he smiled, and this solidified her choice to become a
dentist. There were tough times too. During a very busy semester in second year, Umu
ordered something online and it didn’t arrive on the date it was scheduled to.
Overwhelmed and exhausted, she sat there and cried for fifteen minutes and laughed at
herself for crying for no apparent reason. Nevertheless, she persevered. Love drove her to
choose the path she is on, love and will continue to surround her. During her time at Tufts,
she was amazed at how many people helped her along the journey. To give back, Umu
plans to work with underserved communities when she graduates and open a free dental
clinic in Rwanda in the future. She is grateful to have received the National Health Service
Corps scholarship and the Dean’s Grant scholarship.
Umu would like to extend her sincerest appreciation and gratitude to her Practice
Coordinators (PCs) in Group Practice Charlestown and didactic instructors. Umu will carry
their knowledge and advice with her throughout the course of her career in which she will
be able to impact the patients she treats.
Umu would like also to thank Tangy Person and Romell Madison as her DPAs; Matilda for her assistance; and Jackie, Michelle, and Ali for
going extra mile to help her, especially when she was sick.
Umu’s accomplishments would not have been possible without the encouragement of her family and friends. She would like to thank
them for their unwavering love and motivation every step of the way. Umu would also like to thank the lifelong friends she made at
TUSDM for the memories, laughs, and constant support.
Umu will forever be grateful for Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway and Dr. Robert Kasberg for believing in her.
Without the help of everyone she would not be where she is today.

Karina Vanessa Palillo, D2020
Karina was born and raised in Southern California. She found her passion for the art of
dentistry at a very young age while attending her routine dental and orthodontic visits and
knew she wanted to pursue a career in dentistry. She attended the University of California,
Merced, where she had the opportunity as a chair of the pre-dental club to embark on a
dental outreach trip to Guatemala and shadow volunteering dentists. In 2015, she earned
her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.
While at Tufts, Karina participated in a global service-learning trip to Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic, where she provided free dental care alongside her peers and
volunteering faculty. Karina served as a class liaison for the Anesthesiology course and
was a part of the Hispanic Dental Association as well as the Tufts Aesthetics Club. She
received the Tufts Merit Scholarship for the 2016-2017 year, as well as the Tiberi
Scholarship in 2017-2018.
Her most memorable experience while at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine was
spending hundreds of hours in the pre-clinic working on projects with classmates who
became her close friends. Participating in the dental outreach trip to the Dominican
Republic was a rewarding and humbling experience she will never forget. After dental
school, Karina plans to move back to her home state of California and work in private
practice. In the future, Karina plans to learn and practice modern cosmetic dentistry. Karina
also plans to continue her mission of giving back by embarking on other future dental
outreach trips to underserved communities around the world.
Karina would like to thank her father and mother, Carlos and Martha Palillo, as well as her brother, Sebastian Palillo, for all the
unconditional love and support in pursuing her dream of becoming a dentist. Karina would like to express her gratitude to all the
preclinical and clinical instructors that have helped her along the way, as well as to her Group Practice Fairfield Coordinators for their
guidance and sharing their wisdom. Lastly, Karina would like to thank Tufts University School of Dental Medicine for seeing her potential
and allowing her to pursue her dream, as well as introducing her with friendships that will last a lifetime.
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Mohil Parakhiya, D2020
Mohil attended Drexel University, where he received his degree in Biomedical Engineering
with a minor in Entrepreneurship. During his time at Drexel University, Mohil started the
Drexel Biomedical Society and the Drexel Dental Society. Mohil believes that all of his life
experiences were necessary to bring him to this point. As he grows older, his curiosity
about how things work, why they do what they do, and how can he make something better
grows. Mohil wants to apply his understanding and utilize his engineering background and
mindset to pioneer a change in dentistry.
Mohil gained valuable experience while attending Tufts University, which helped him grow
and develop professionally and personally. He would like to acknowledge the outstanding
dedication and passion for field of dentistry of the faculty and staff of those in the predoctoral clinic. He appreciates the clinical faculty for lending their mentorship in clinic to
allow him to develop his procedural, professional, and patient interaction skills, as well as
his patience. Mohil would also like to specially thank his Group Practice Charlestown
Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alex Miele, Dr. Denisa Stasa, and Dr. David Paul, as well as his
DPAs, Tangy Person and Romell Madison, for their constant support, guidance and
compassionate demeanor, allowing him to become a well-rounded provider.
Lastly, Mohil would like to thank his parents for their unconditional love, support and
sacrifices, which allowed him to stay motivated in order to fulfill his dream and overcome
the challenges he faced over the past four years of dental school.
After graduation, Mohil plans to work as a general dentist in private practice.

Da Min Park, D2020
Da Min is from South Korea and graduated from the University of Maryland at College Park
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biological Sciences with an emphasis in Physiology
and Neurobiology in 2013.
While at Tufts, Da Min was involved in research and teaching. He served as a basic science
and an OMFS clinical teaching assistant. He also presented his projects on the side effects
of radiation therapy for head and neck cancer at an AAOM meeting, as well as on the
reconstruction of the mandible at an AAOMS conference. Da Min was also a recipient of Dr.
James E. Royer, D78 Endowed Scholarship.
Da Min would like to thank all of the faculty and staff who enriched his dental education
and personal growth. Da Min particularly thanks to Dr. Arwa Farag for her invaluable
mentorship, trust, and patience. Da Min would like to extend his gratitude to Drs. David
Joey Chang, Daniel Oreadi, Steven Rubin, and Marcelo Suzuki for their continuous support
and guidance for his endeavors. Da Min also acknowledges Drs. Boris Bacanurschi,
Laurence Barron, Colette Catalino, Kanchan Ganda, Dongwoo Park, Kwang Min Park,
Shivani Patel, Pilar Sanchez, Khaled Shaikhi, Vasiliki Tsakalelli, Livia Valverde,
Konstantinos Vazouras, Archana Viswanath, and Sheldon Yunes for their advice and
wisdom. Da Min is grateful to his Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Olympia
Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Karen Wallach, who helped him build the foundation for
becoming a compassionate and competent clinician. Da Min would also like to thank
Valerie Distefano, Sarita Hampton, Jacqueline Kulas, Lindita Kurbini, Alyx Oritz, Tommy
Rivera, and all the clinical staff for facilitating patient care.
Above all, Da Min would like to thank his family and friends for unconditional love and
support.
Upon graduation, Da Min will pursue Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery internship at the
University of Washington.
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Jaeseong Park, D2020
Jaeseong graduated from the University of Massachusetts Amherst in 2016. He earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in biology. Jaeseong was an active member of the Korean
American Dental Association (KADA) and the Prosthodontic Study Club (ProsthoSC) at Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine. His most memorable experience and highlight was
serving as the president for KADA and co-founding ProsthoSC during his senior year.
Jaeseong would like to thank his family, and especially his parents, Kwang Min Park and So
Young Jeon, for their dedication and encouragement in supporting him throughout his life.
He also would like to thank his grandmother, Hwi Soon Park, and aunt, Won Hee Jeon, for
their support. Last, but not least, Jaeseong thanks all the classmates, faculty, and staff
members at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine for helping and guiding him
throughout his education at the institution.
Following graduation, Jaeseong plans to further his education and training through a oneyear AEGD program at the Winslow Health Care Center in Arizona. His long-term goal as a
dentist is to become a well-rounded practitioner who is able to treat and care for patients
who are in need of dental treatment.

Jongil Daniel Park, DI Faculty 2020
Jongil received his D.D.S. degree from Seoul National University School of Dentistry in
Seoul, Korea. He then enrolled at TUSDM for postgraduate training in the Tufts Dental
Implant Center before receiving his Master of Science degree in Prosthodontics at Tufts.
Jongil has been actively involved in community service at TUSDM, and served as the faculty
mentor of the Project Bridge over Troubled Water organization for nine years and was also
a volunteer faculty member for the Sharewood project. In addition, Jongil was one of the
faculty members for the global service mission trip to Haiti that provided essential dental
treatment for underserved people in need. Jongil was appointed an assistant professor in
the TUSDM Prosthodontics department and has lectured in the implant dentistry course
and in the Dental Implant Center. After receiving his D.M.D. degree, Jongil plans to continue
serving as a faculty member at Tufts.
Jongil would like to thank the TUSDM faculty members who were his mentors and
colleagues as well as all of the dental students who were nice students of his. He also
wants to thank his family and friends for all the support they have given him.
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Joo Hee Park, D2020
Joo Hee is from Atlanta, Georgia. She received her Bachelor of Science degree in Behavioral
Neuroscience from Northeastern University in 2015. While at Tufts Dental, Joo Hee was
involved in teaching, leadership, and community service.
During dental school, Joo Hee participated in a five-week externship program at Lynn
Community Health Center where she gained valuable clinical experience and insight by
providing dental care to the underserved population. She had an extremely rewarding and
memorable experience.
Joo Hee is thankful for the outstanding academic and clinical training she received at Tufts.
She would like to sincerely express gratitude to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Michael
McQueen, David Leader, Eduardo Olegario, and Armond Enos, for their guidance and
mentorship throughout her years in clinic. She would also like to thank Drs. Patrick
McGarry, Jongil Park, Dongwoo Park, Robert Mandell, Ala Ali, Thaisa Bordin, Francois
Fisselier, and Katerina Paraskevopoulou for their patience, kindness, and wisdom. She
would also like to thank the Back Bay front desk staff and dispensary staff. Joo Hee is
grateful for her friends who endured hardships and shared joyful memories together as
well.
Most importantly, Joo Hee would like to thank her parents and siblings for their
unconditional love, support, and encouragement throughout her journey in dental school.
After graduation, Joo Hee will begin her career as a general dentist.

Se Ha (Cindy) Park, D2020
Cindy graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University in 2016 with a B.A. degree in
Biology, as well as minors in Psychology and Chemistry. She grew up in Fairfax county, VA,
and Boston was an exciting change as she moved out of the state for the first time.
During her four years at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Cindy found great
fulfillment and excitement in learning more about community health. She dedicated her
time in various dental outreach programs. She felt fortunate to be a staff member of the
school’s portal called “Dental Central”, which focused on building student involvement,
fostering civic engagement, and enhancing community service to advance public health.
The opportunity further strengthened her leadership and communication skills, while
discovering different avenues for health advocacy.
Cindy dedicated much of her time in dental school serving on the leadership board of
Sharewood Project, Christian Medical Dental Association (CMDA), Global Health Student
Association (GHSA), Health Professionals Scholarship Program (HPSP), Give Kids a Smile,
and Special Olympics. She also expanded her interest in sleep medicine and public health.
Cindy’s passion and appreciation for global health initiatives ignited with her first global
service-learning trip to Nicaragua during her second year. She continued her oral health
efforts in Peru and Zambia, which flourished in learning about the country’s culture,
people, and the dental landscape of the countries.
Cindy was accepted into the U.S. Air Force Health Professions Scholarship Program (HPSP)
and was commissioned as a second Lieutenant, by one of her mentors, Dr. Charles Rankin
in 2017. Cindy is also a recipient of the 2019 Merit Scholarship. Cindy will be expanding her dental education with a one-year AEGD
residency at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in the summer of 2020.
Cindy would like to thank everyone who helped make Tufts a supportive and educational environment. She expresses her thanks to all
the faculty and staff members who have shaped her to be the clinician and individual she is today. She extends special thanks to the
Charlestown PCs, Drs. Denisa Stasa, Alex Miele, and David Paul; DPAs; and Drs. John Morgan, Cynthia Yered, and Patrick McGarry. She
would like to thank her beloved friends and family members who have been supportive and loving. Ultimately, Cindy would like to give all
the glory to God, whom has been her fortress and rock in life (Psalm 18:2). “Soli Deo Gloria.”
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Deepa Bharat Patel, D2020
Deepa grew up in middle Georgia and graduated from Mercer University in 2014 with a
B.S. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and a minor in Business Administration. Deepa
continued her studies at Barry University in South Florida, where she graduated with a
Master of Science degree in Biomedical Sciences in 2016 prior to attending Tufts University
School of Dental Medicine.
During her time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Deepa served as her class
liaison for the Clinical Anatomy class. Her role was to bridge the gap between the student
body and the course directors via proactive communication and help organize the Clinical
Anatomy Memorial Service. She also served as a tutor for academic courses and took part
in the Health Literacy Intensive program. During her senior year, she assisted the
Continuing Education department as a CE TA. Throughout her four years, Deepa was a part
of the American Student Dental Association on the chapter and district level through a
variety of leadership roles. On the chapter level, she served as the External Affairs Director,
collaborating with dental service organizations and the TUSDM administration to host
educational lunch and learns and dinner socials for the student body. On the district level,
she served on the ASDA District 1 Events Committee and as the Events Chair. She took
lead, organized, and delegated tasks for events hosted between the District 1 schools.
While serving on the Events Committee, she was the recipient of the “Rising Leader
Award”. ASDA influenced her passion for organized dentistry and taught her more about
her own strengths and challenges of being a leader.
Deepa would like to thank all of the TUSDM faculty and staff for their mentorship and
guidance throughout her dental school career. She would like to especially thank the Group Dorchester Practice Coordinators, assistants,
DPAs, and staff for supporting and helping her grow as a dental professional. Deepa would like to truly thank her Dada and her parents,
Bharat and Madhu, for their unwavering love and support throughout her journey. She would also like to thank her sisters, Monica and
Reema, her brother-in-law, Prerak, and her brother, Ish, for always believing in her and their continuous inspiration.
Following graduation, Deepa plans to attend the Advanced Education in General Dentistry at New York University Langone Dental
Medicine in Winslow, Arizona.
“Congratulations to the Class of 2020!”

Deepal Patel, D2020
Deepal grew up in Tampa, FL and graduated from the University of South Florida, where she
earned a B.S. degree with a major in Biomedical Science.
While at Tufts, Deepal was an active volunteer in various community outreach organizations
and events such as ASDA Smile Share and Care, Give Kids a Smile, the Sharewood Project,
the Greater Boston Food Bank, and countless more.
Deepal served as the Legislative Liaison in Tufts ASDA, participated in the Tufts Dental
Aesthetic Society, and was involved in public health research. Deepal is incredibly grateful
for the education and opportunities that Tufts gave her and would like to thank the entire
faculty and staff for their commitment to dental education.
Above all else, Deepal would like to thank her parents, Sandip and Alpa Patel, for their
unwavering love and encouragement throughout her life. She would not have been able to
pursue her dreams and reach where she is today without their sacrifices and continuous
support. Deepal would also like to thank her brother, Jaynil, for his constant
encouragement, laughter, and support.
Deepal made lifelong friends in dental school who provided never-ending laughter and
love. They all helped keep her smiling throughout the last four years and for that she is
eternally grateful.
After graduation, Deepal plans to work in private practice.
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Hemali Patel, D2020
Hemali grew up in Burlington, MA and graduated from Burlington High School in 2009. She
then earned a B.S. degree in Biopsychology from Tufts University in 2013. Prior to entering
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM), Hemali worked as both a dental
assistant and an Oral Health Educator.
At TUSDM, Hemali continued her passion for education by serving as a teaching assistant
and tutor for the Biochemistry, Tissue Biology, and Operative Dentistry courses. She was
also selected to participate in the Health Literacy Intensive program during her second
year. Hemali was fortunate to serve as the Director of the American Student Dental
Association (ASDA) Pre-dental Committee for three years. Through this leadership role, she
provided mentorship to the pre-dental students from local universities, organized and
planned the school’s annual Pre-dental Day event, and helped pioneer Boston’s first Predental Tri-School Mixer. During her third year, she was accepted into the Student Summer
Research Fellowship. Hemali designed an innovative research study with Dean Nadeem
Karimbux to compare different dental school curriculums, which she hopes will be useful
for further developing TUSDM’s integrated curriculum. She went on to present this
research at the TUSDM Bates-Andrews Research Day and the 2020 IADR (International
Association for Dental Research) Conference in Washington D.C. Hemali was incredibly
inspired by her experiences throughout the 2019 Global Service-Learning trip to Peru,
where she provided dental services to underserved communities alongside a talented
group of faculty and peers. Hemali is also grateful to have been awarded the Tufts Merit
Scholarship and to be selected to the Dean’s List each year.
Hemali would like to thank her parents, Ashish and Lata; her sister, Mitali; and her fiancé, Josh, for their endless love and support over
the last four years. She is eternally grateful for the sacrifices they have made to help her achieve this dream. Hemali would also like to
thank her extended family, the Hufton family, and her friends, both within and outside of dental school, for the constant encouragement
and reminders of the world outside of dentistry. She would like to extend a special “thank you” to “The Girl’s Room” for being part of her
survival pack throughout dental school. Hemali is grateful for the support and guidance of all her didactic, pre-clinical, and clinical
instructors. She was honored to be a member of Group Practice Exeter, and would especially like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs.
Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish, whose continuous patience and mentorship was invaluable to her dental education.
After graduation, Hemali will be joining the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine’s Advanced Education in General Dentistry
program.
Hemali would like to wish each and every classmate the best of luck in future endeavors!
“Congratulations to the Class of 2020!”

Neil N. Patel, D2020
Neil was born and raised in Orange County, California prior to his move to the New England
area. Neil attended California State University, Fullerton and graduated with a Bachelor’s of
Science degree in Cellular and Developmental Biology in 2012. After his undergraduate
studies, Neil worked as a dental assistant and volunteered in mission work to provide
dental care to impoverished children in Guatemala. Soon after, he continued his education
at Mississippi College where he graduated with a Master’s of Science degree in Medical
Sciences in 2015. Neil received his acceptance to Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine the following year. After finishing the academic years of dental school, the
clinical years were what he was looking most forward to. Interacting with patients and
renowned instructors made his experience an unforgettable one. Neil would like to thank
his parents, friends, and family for supporting him throughout this monumental chapter of
his life. In addition, Neil wishes to send special thanks to Dr. Richard Harold, Dr. Edward
Fidrocki, Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, Allyson Santo, Louwel Luy, Mina Majeed, Dr. Pilar Sanchez,
and Dr. Nitu Singh for their guidance and assistance through his clinical years. After
graduation, Neil plans on working as an associate dentist in private practice.

Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 92

.

Vickie Patel, D2020
Vickie was born in Chicago, IL and raised in Boise, ID. She graduated from Oregon State
University with a B.S. degree in Biology and soon after earned a Master’s of Biomedical
Sciences degree at Rutgers University.
Vickie would like to thank all the faculty at Tufts, especially her clinical instructors, Dr.
Olympia Karacosta, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, and Dr. Karen Wallach, for offering their
knowledge and mentorship throughout her clinical experience.
Above all, Vickie dedicates her degree to her parents. She would not have been able to
pursue her dreams without the sacrifices they made and would like to thank them for
always believing in her. Vickie would also like to thank her sister, Nimisha, and brother,
Shivam, for their constant encouragement and motivation. Vickie is especially grateful for
Ankur’s patience and his unconditional love and support throughout her dental school
journey.
After graduation, Vickie will be practicing as a general dentist in Washington, D.C.

Ervin Andon Pejo, D2020
Ervin was born and raised in Korce, Albania. When he was seventeen years old, he moved
to Oklahoma as an exchange student. He completed high school in three years and moved
to Massachusetts where he attended community college and university. He earned a B.S.
degree in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from the University of Massachusetts
Amherst in 2010.
After graduating from college, he worked for six years as a Senior Research Technologist in
the Department of Anesthesia, Critical Care and Pain Medicine at Massachusetts General
Hospital (MGH). During his time at MGH, he was involved in developing new anesthetics.
Ervin’s research has been published in seventeen scientific publications including seven
first authorships. During his time at TUSDM, Ervin conducted research with Dr. Aidee
Herman on the effects of diabetes and development of periodontal disease. He was
involved on the executive board of the Implant Club, Head and Neck Cancer Organization,
treasurer of the Massachusetts Hispanic Dental Association and as clerk of the Hispanic
International Mission.
Ervin would like to thank his mentors who helped him to achieve his goals during his
academic development: Dr. Lila Gierasch, advisor and principal investigator at UMass
Amherst; Dr. Douglas Raines, mentor and principal investigator at MGH; and Dr. Aidee
Herman, mentor and clinical instructor of Periodontology at TUSDM. Ervin extends his
gratitude to TUSDM didactic and clinical instructors, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr. David
Leader, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Katerina Paraskevopoulou, Dr. Eduardo Olegario, Dr. Francois
Fisselier, Dr. Ala Ali, and Dr. Camille Neste-laboy for their mentorship, wisdom and
patience throughout his time in clinic. He also would like to thank Lindita Kurbini, Arben Molla, Monika Shulke, Matilda Bejko, Back Bay
DPAs, Caitlin Luu, Alyx Ortiz, and Juan Catano for their assistance, hard work and support in providing patient care.
Most importantly Ervin would like to thank his parents, Aleksandra and Fatos, and his sister, Anastasia, and her family for their
unconditional support and for cheering him on during this journey. Ervin would also like to thank his girlfriend, Maria Karello, for her
encouragement and patience prior to and during the four years of dental school.
Following graduation, Ervin looks forward to be a member of dental community in New England area as a general dentist.
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David R. Powers, D2020
David grew up in southern Connecticut. He received his Bachelor of Arts from Clark
University with a major in Chemistry in 2016. He immediately enrolled as a member of the
2020 class of Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
Throughout his undergrad years, David found a passion for research, which he continued
to embrace throughout his time at Tufts. He was a recipient of the Summer Research
Fellowship after his first year and presented at Bates-Andrews Research Day during his
second and fourth years. During the summer before his fourth year, David was selected to
perform research in Australia at the SDI headquarters, which he later presented at the IADR
research conference in D.C. In addition, upon discovering a love for teaching, he was
selected as a fellow for the Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program. The program
allowed him to combine his interest in research and teaching to produce a teaching related
study that he presented at the ADEA research conference. David extended this passion as a
teaching assistant for Radiology and the Dorchester Group Practice.
David would like to thank all the faculty and staff that made his time such an amazing
experience. He would like to give special thanks to Dr. Thaisa Bordin for being such an
amazing research mentor and friend during his fourth year. He would also like to thank Dr.
Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Katerina Pellino, and Dr. Ala Ali for their guidance, mentorship and
support in clinic. David thanks Gina, Maria, Emily, and the rest of the staff in Radiology for
constantly brightening his day. David would like to give a huge thanks to Dr. Theano
Eliopoulos, Dr. Richard Harold, and Dr. Edward Fidrocki for their continued guidance
in the clinic.
David would like to thank the friends he met along the way for making his four years at Tufts an unforgettable journey.
Above all, David would like to thank his amazing parents for their love and unconditional support, and his lifelong mentor and friend, Dr.
Jeralyn Fantarella, for her unwavering guidance. Without their constant encouragement and inspiration, his level of success would not
have been possible.
After graduation, David will be practicing as a general practitioner in private practice.

Devon Ptak, D2020
Devon earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Behavioral Neuroscience from Purdue
University in 2012 and her Master of Public Health degree from Dartmouth College in
2013. After spending a few years working as a healthcare consultant, she decided she
would like to spend more time working with her hands and directly helping people, which
led her to switch paths and pursue a career in dentistry.
While at TUSDM, Devon enjoyed conducting research on the efficacy of Mandibular
Advancement Devices (MADs) for the treatment of Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA). She was
fortunate to be able to present her research at several events. During this time, Devon was
also an active member of the American Student Dental Association (ASDA), serving as the
legislative co-chair for Tufts’ Advocacy team. She is grateful for the opportunity to help plan
Tufts’ first annual DentalFest and for the chance to participate in community outreach
programs at TUSDM. After graduation, Devon will continue her education as an endodontic
resident at TUSDM. She is extremely excited to become a Double Jumbo.
Devon would like to express her endless gratitude to the entire Tufts faculty and staff for
their patience and assistance during her journey through dental school. She would like to
thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish, for their
invaluable guidance and for making Group Exeter such an enjoyable place to practice
dentistry. She extends additional thanks to Drs. Ala Ali, Richard Doff and Charles Rankin
for their expertise and support during many of her first procedures, either in pre-clin or in
clinic. Devon would also like to extend a special “thank you” to Drs. Leopoldo Correa,
Matthew Finkelman, Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, and Robert Kasberg for their mentorship and
for encouraging her work on projects about which she is passionate.
She would like to thank all of her patients for trusting her with their care, but especially her undergraduate roommates, Amanda and
Hannah, who took time off of work and sat through long appointments because they wanted her to be their dentist. Devon would also like
to thank those who should have known better but still somehow ended up becoming her patients: mainly, her pre-clinical neighbors,
Annie and Nive, as well as her all-nighter study and travel buddy, Nika. She would also like to thank her very first patient, her fiancé,
Adrian, who was there the whole time listening to her ideas, challenging her thinking, and encouraging her to be the best version of
herself.
Last but not least, none of this would have been possible without the love and support of her grandparents, Jim and Janeane Avery, who
have been Devon’s role models for as long as she can remember. She would like to thank them for showing her, through their actions,
what it means to be a good friend, neighbor, and co-worker. She hopes to make them proud throughout her career by following in their
footsteps and positively impacting her community, like they positively impacted theirs.
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Alexander Rahimdel, DI2020
Alex was born in southern California. He attended Semmelweis University School of Dental
Medicine in Budapest, Hungary, and graduated with a D.M.D. in 2016. Coming from a
multicultural background of an American Iranian family, Alex was always interested in
different customs and cultures. After college, he saw an opportunity to move to Europe and
become a dentist in the process. As a dental professional, Alex enjoyed his journey
through various experiences which included living in three continents.
It was a pleasure for Alex to be given a spot in the international dental program at Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine. At times it was challenging, stressful, and
demanding, but looking back on it, he realizes that this was all worth the work. Alex would
like to thank the Tufts faculty, staff, and administration for their excellence and
commitment to his dental experience. He is especially grateful to his Back Bay Group
Practice Coordinators, Dr. Michael McQueen and Dr. Armond Enos, for their endless
guidance and mentorship both in and out of the field of dentistry over the past two years.
Alex would like to thank his friends and batchemates in Tufts for making this journey a fun
and wonderful experience with memories that will be cherished forever. Above all, Alex
would like to thank his parents for their unconditional trust, love and support in the pursue
of his dreams and education. Without their patience and insight, none of this would have
been possible.
After graduation, Alex plans on working as a general dentist in California.

Nivedhitha Ramesh, D2020
Nivedhitha, or Nive, was raised in Northborough, Massachusetts and earned a B.S. degree
in Biopsychology from Tufts University. During her undergraduate career, she captained
the nationally competing Indian Classical dance team, Pulse, and performed with the
Bollywood fusion team, Tamasha. She also co-taught a class called Growing up at
Hogwarts, one of her favorite academic experiences to date.
While at Tufts, Nive was a member of the executive board of the South Asian Medical and
Dental Association (SAMDA), Students for Interprofessional Practice and Education (SIPE),
and the Student Professionalism and Ethics Association (SPEA). She also served as the
northeast Regent for the national executive board of SPEA. Nive was awarded the Student
Summer Research Fellowship and was thrilled by the exposure to research in
periodontology.
Her education and consequent successes would not have been possible without the
constant love and support from her family, especially her parents and brother. Four years
of a dental school education would not have been nearly as entertaining without
comraderie and endless commiseration, and Nive would like to thank all of the friends she
made along the way, from her preclinical benchmates onwards.
Nive is grateful for the TUSDM staff and faculty, notably the Group Exeter Practice
Coordinators, DPAs, and assistants. She would like to thank Dr. Steven Rubin for
everything he taught her, as well as his kind thoughtfulness, and Dr. Camille Neste for the
advice and support. She would especially like to thank Dr. Irina Dragan for her mentorship,
guidance, and inspiration.
After graduation, Nive will begin a residency in Periodontology at Boston University just
down the street.
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Annie Rao, D2020
Annie attended Dartmouth College where she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Biology and Anthropology in 2014. As Massachusetts has always been her home, Annie
was excited to move back to the Boston area to work at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and
eventually begin school at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
Out of the many memorable experiences during her time at TUSDM, Annie most enjoyed
working in various branches of the American Student Dental Association (ASDA). She spent
one year co-leading the Pre-Dental branch, and then switched gears to spend the next
three years working as part of ASDA’s Advocacy team. Annie enjoyed introducing new
students to the dental field, and teaching current students how they can advocate for their
careers. Annie also participated in research while at TUSDM, and would like to thank the
Bates-Andrews Student Research Group for giving her the tools to design and launch her
first research project.
Throughout the years at Tufts, Annie received support from everyone in her life. First and
foremost, she would like to thank her parents for encouraging her every step of the way.
They were excited to come in for their hours-long treatments, somehow, despite knowing
that they would be Annie’s first ever fillings and crowns. She is especially grateful for her
sister, Liz, who would run from the other side of the city to get to her appointments on
time. Annie would also like to thank her sweet dog, Zoe, for reminding her that there is a
fun and exciting world outside of the dental school bubble. Last but not least, Annie would
like to thank her preclinical neighbors, Devon Ptak and Nivedhitha Ramesh (plus whoever
assigned us our seats together!), for always finding a laugh in every lab work disaster or
clinic complication... of which there were many.
None of Annie’s success and growth as a dentist would have been possible without the guidance and patience of her PCs, Dr. Olympia
Karacosta, Dr. Karen Wallach, and Dr. Alberto Sarmiento. She extends additional thanks to Dr. Judith Goldstein, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr.
Laurence Barron, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Pilar Sanchez, and Dr. Matthew Finkelman for their mentorship and support during various firsts of many
procedures. Finally, Annie would like to thank all of her patients for sitting through countless three-hour appointments to help her learn
and for understanding when delays inevitably came up.
After graduation, Annie will spend the next year attending an Advanced Education in General Dentistry residency at NYU Langone Dental
Medicine in Boston.

Farwa Rizvi, D2020
Before matriculating at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Farwa received a B.A.
degree from Mount Holyoke College.
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Marsha Robinson, D2020
Marsha was born in Kingston, Jamaica. She later moved to Oviedo, FL where she grew up.
She graduated from Florida State University with a Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs.
She obtained her Master of Science degree in Biomedical Science from Barry University.
During her time at Tufts, Marsha was involved as an Orientation Leader, Admissions
Ambassador, CPR Instructor, and Legislative Liaison for the American Student Dental
Association (ASDA), Tufts Chapter. She was also an active member of the Student National
Dental Association (SNDA) and completed two research projects while enrolled at TUSDM.
Marsha would like to express her deepest gratitude toward the faculty members and staff
who guided her and have made an impact in her life during her tenure at TUSDM: Dr.
Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Colette Catalino, Dr. Yo-wei Chen, Dr. Dean
Cohen, Dr. Joanne Falzone, Dr. Francois Fisselier, Executive Associate Dean Mark Gonthier,
Dr. Melissa Ing, Dr. Linda Marinello, Dr. Mary Marefat, Mrs. Louise Paolucci, Dr. Ronald
Perry, Dr. Gayle Pezzulo, and Dr. Mahnaz Raissi. She would like to also thank the dental
research administration for their guided support while completing her research projects.
Marsha would especially like to thank Fairfield Group Practice Coordinator, Dr. Paul
Trombly; her DPAs, Julie and Denise; the front desk staff, Natasha and Cristal; as well as
the support staff, Patti Casey, and the Radiology department.
Marsha would like to give a very special “thank you” to Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr.
Nicole Holland, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Dr. Robert Kasberg, Dr. Mariam Margvelashvili,
Dr. Tanya Wright, and Dr. Leo Whitworth, Jr. for their unwavering support when she needed
it the most.
Last, but certainly not least, Marsha would like to give all glory to God for His guidance and strength. Marsha extends her deepest
appreciation and love to her family and friends who supported her throughout her journey.
After graduation, Marsha plans to pursue a one-year General Practice Residency Program in New York City.

Thais A. Rosales, D2020
Thais received a B.S. degree at Florida Atlantic University in 2015. Prior to enrolling at
Tufts, Thais was actively involved in the community. She volunteered at Caridad Center, a
community clinic in South Florida that provided free dental care to the underserved.
While at TUSDM, Thais was actively involved in the local community. She had the pleasure
of serving as treasurer, vice-present and then president of Smile Squad. Smile Squad is a
student-run community outreach organization that aims to improve the oral health of
Boston and its surrounding communities by demonstrating oral hygiene techniques in local
health fairs, schools, and events. Thais coordinated and led groups of 20-25 volunteers at
various local events. Along with other organization members, Thais volunteered at Give
Kids a Smile, Tufts community day, Boston Children’s Museum and even a local Sikh
temple.
Upon entering clinic, Thais was selected as a student teaching assistant for Group Practice
Charlestown where she assisted faculty with clinic duties. During her fourth year, Thais
spent five weeks in White River Junction Vermont at a local community clinic where she
provided dental care. Upon interviewing at Tufts, Thais was awarded a Dean’s scholarship
contingent on her acceptance. Thais was able to maintain the scholarship all four years
based on her academic performance.
Thais would like to express gratitude to all the wonderful faculty at TUSDM for their
constant guidance and mentorship over the last four years. She is also grateful for the
lifelong friends she made during her time in dental school.
Most importantly, Thais would like to thank her family for their endless loving support and encouragement throughout her life. She also
extends the warmest acknowledgement to her husband for his unconditional love, patience and motivation every step of the way. Thais
would like to dedicate her degree to everyone who has cheered her on and supported her on this journey.
Upon graduation, Thais will return to South Florida to begin her career as a general dentist. Thais is excited to begin this next chapter in
her life.
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Melissa Ruiz, D2020
Melissa was born and raised in Miami, Florida where she attended Florida International
University and graduated with a B.S. degree in Biology in 2010.
Before pursuing a career in dentistry, Melissa worked with several non-profit organizations
in order to help those in need in her local South Florida community. Inspired by her
Nicaraguan heritage and her passion for community service, Melissa began to volunteer
with the American Nicaraguan Foundation, an organization that provides food, access to
medical care, and builds schools and homes for underserved populations in Nicaragua.
She also had the opportunity to work with the Feeding South Florida food bank, which
allowed her to provide low income families with meals each week. Additionally, Melissa
worked with a local immigration activist to help encourage immigration reform and provide
relief to children whose families were separated due to deportation. In order to return to
the dental field, Melissa worked as a dental assistant for two years. She then earned her
M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2016 and entered Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine that fall.
While at Tufts, Melissa continued to dedicate her time to community service by
participating in Give Kids a Smile and volunteering at the Special Olympics in Boston, MA
and Burlington, VT. She served as a Director of ASDA’s Smile, Share, and Care Program as
well as the Community Service Representative of the Hispanic Dental Association. Melissa
traveled to the Dominican Republic two years in a row to provide free dental care to
patients in need in Santo Domingo. While at Tufts, Melissa also had the pleasure of serving
as a Radiology Teaching Assistant as well as a Continuing Education Teaching Assistant
After graduation, Melissa plans to work as a general dentist in private practice.
Melissa’s path to dentistry would not have been possible without all the love and support she received from her family and friends.
Melissa would like to thank her parents, Marlene and Danilo Ruiz, and her sister, Daniella Ruiz, for their unconditional love and support.
She would also like to thank Andrew Regueyra for his constant encouragement and fueling her passion for dentistry by going on this
journey together.
Lastly, she would also like to thank the Fairfield Practice Coordinators, patient registration assistants, front desk staff, dispensary staff,
and all the specialty faculty. “Best of luck to the Class of 2020, thank you for friendship and all the fond memories throughout these four
years!”

Mohit S. Sahni, D2020
Mohit attended Rutgers University and received a B.S. in Biotechnology in 2011. He then
received a Master’s of Science in Biotechnology from Keane University in 2013, as well as a
Master’s of Science in Biomedical Sciences from Rutgers University in 2015.
While at Tufts, he was the D20 class Social Chair and continues to run a nation-wide
production and management company. Between dental school and his business, Mohit
had many rewarding experiences over the past four years. These experiences include
connecting with patients on a personal level to ensure that they had a smile that they could
be proud of during the special and important moments in their lives. Mohit strove to
ensure that all his patients received quality work in a timely fashion. Aside from his time at
Tufts Dental, Mohit continues to volunteer at Harvard Street Community Health Center with
the Oral Surgery department to give back to the local community. He not only improved as
a clinician, but also shared the fruits of his education to treat patients from different
socioeconomic backgrounds. He continues to learn from Tufts faculty, each of whom made
a lifelong impact and have positively shaped him as a dental professional. He would like to
thank all dispensary, radiology, lab, maintenance, and administrative staff. He would also
not be the dental professional he is today without the guidance of Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Mirian
Belussi, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr. Frank DeCaro, Dr. Flaviano DiFalco, Dr. Armond
Enos, Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. David Leader, Dr. Michael McQueen, Dr.
Eduardo Olegario, Dr. Jong Il Park, Dr. Katerina Paraskevopoulou, and Dr. Amit Sachdeo.
Mohit would also like to thank his friends and family from New Jersey to California for their
continuous support over the past four years. Their advice and guidance were invaluable.
Last but certainly not least, Mohit would like to thank his mother, father, and grandmother
for all the sacrifices they made to help him achieve his goals and become the man he is
today. He strives every day to make them proud and will continue to do so throughout his
career.
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Brian Salvie, D2020
Brian graduated from Saint Anselm College with a B.A. degree in Biology. A first-generation
doctor, Brian thanks his parents, brother, and grandparents for being his rock during trying
times. Brian also thanks his beautiful fiancée, Nicole, for inspiring him to be the best
version of himself and to never give up faith. Brian is participating in the National Health
Service Corps scholarship program and will begin his career practicing at Family Healthcare
Network in California’s Central Valley, one of the country’s most underserved communities.
Coming from a disadvantaged population himself, Brian looks forward to serving the
underserved with Nicole and his puppies, Winston and Margo, by his side.
Brian gives special thanks to the professors who especially helped him to grow as a
clinician and as a person: Dr. Ronald Davitt for helping him to hone his operative skills and
see each procedure as a unique challenge, Dr. Dean Cohen for teaching him how to make
his restorations look beautiful and to pay attention to every minor detail, Dr. Melani
Kapetenakos and Dr. Francois Fisselier for teaching him the art of fixed prosthodontics, Dr.
Deborah Tung for taking the time to work with him through an extremely difficult
endodontic case, and many more.
Brian thanks all of his patients for their support and positivity. Brian is also especially
thankful for Julie Fleck, Denise Tran, and Patti Casey for being the unsung heroines behind
his success and the success of many of his classmates.

Amanjot Kaur Sarao, D2020
Amani was born in Punjab, India and moved to Michigan with her family in 1997. She
attended the University of Michigan and earned a B.S. degree in Biopsychology, Cognition,
and Neuroscience (BCN) in 2013. Amani then worked as a dental assistant before
attending the Rutgers Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences to receive her Masters of
Biomedical Sciences with a concentration in Oral Biology in 2015.
During her time at Tufts, Amani was a member of the Robert A. Andrews Honors Society
and a four-year recipient of the Tufts Dean’s Research Scholars Scholarship. She would like
to thank her research mentors, Drs. Gerard Kugel and Cheen Loo, for their guidance and
support these past four years.
Amani always had a passion for community and global service and it was at Tufts where
she truly learned of the complexities of project design and serving communities in dire
need of care. As a 2018 and 2019 Tisch Summer Fellow, she volunteered and led the threeweek global service learning projects in Zambia, Africa. She also had the privilege of
volunteering and leading the projects in the Dominican Republic. She would like to thank
Dr. John Morgan for his mentorship and for always believing in her. She thanks Dr. Mark
Nehring and the Department of Public Health for motivating her to pursue local and global
service during dental school. She also thanks all of the faculty on the Dominican Republic
service project for their support and helping her build great clinical skills.
At Tufts, Amani had the privilege of learning from each patient and extremely skilled faculty
who shaped her as a dental practitioner. She would like to thank her faculty mentor, Dean
Nadeem Karimbux, for pushing her to take on leadership positions since her first year at Tufts. She thanks Dr. Paul Trombly and all her
Group Fairfield Practice Coordinators for their mentorship and guidance throughout her clinical years. She also thanks all of the clinical
faculty with whom she worked for all the clinical and life wisdom they have shared with her. She extends a “thank you” to Dr. Ronald
Davitt for his constant optimism and words of advice when she needed it the most. Amani is very grateful for the Fairfield Practice
Administrators, front desk, dispensary, central sterilization, and Tufts administration for all their hard work in keeping the clinic running
smoothly. In addition, Amani thanks her fellow classmates and friends for all the wonderful memories made during this journey.
Amani dedicates her D.M.D. to her parents, Hardev Sarao and Baljit Kaur, for their constant support, love, and sacrifice. She thanks her
two brothers, Balwant Sarao and Amarpal Sarao, and her sister-in-law, Parmjit Kaur, for always supporting her every step of the way. She
would like to thank all her friends and family that motivated and pushed her to follow her dreams even when they felt too far too reach.
After graduation, Amani will be starting a General Practice Residency at the VA Healthcare System in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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Samantha Sauers, D2020
Samantha was born and raised in Florida. She earned her B.S. degree in Exercise Science
from Florida State University in 2011 and her M.S. degree in Biomedical Science from Barry
University in 2016. At FSU and Barry, Samantha worked as a dental assistant and learned
first-hand about the career she was planning on pursuing. She thanks her mentor, Dr.
Michael Roseff, for helping her in this journey to become a dentist.
At Tufts, Samantha was an Admissions Ambassador, CPR Instructor, AAPD President, and
Teaching Assistant for Radiology and Group Practice Dorchester. She co-managed the 2019
Give Kids a Smile Day at TUSDM. Samantha was the recipient of the Pierre Fauchard Academy
Student Scholarship in her third year and also the recipient of the Chaim and Rieva Trilling
Society of Fellows Scholarship in her fourth year.
Samantha is grateful for her experience at Tufts. She expresses her utmost gratitude to Dr.
Joanne Falzone for being her dental school mom and always providing her encouragement to
be the best. She thanks Dr. Martha Forero for her direction and support with Give Kids a
Smile, AAPD, and for looking out for Samantha’s best interest and motivating her to do more.
Samantha also thanks Dr. Theano Eliopoulos, her mentor for her ADEA Fellowship. Dr. E has
been a strong support system for the last two years, and without her advice and clinical
mentorship, Samantha would not leave with the ability to provide such compassionate care
for patients and the desire to teach in the future.
Samantha extends her gratitude to Dr. Robert Kasberg. Without him, she DEFINITELY would
not be where she is today. She thanks Drs. Ala Ali and Thaisa Bordin for their mentorship,
unwavering support, and patience. Samantha gives a huge “thank you” to Gina, Maria, and
Emily in Radiology for everything that they did to keep a smile on her face and to Matilda for
always making her laugh during evening clinic.
Samantha would like to thank the three people who encouraged and mentored her in clinic - Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward Fidrocki, and
Richard Harold. “Thank you for your patience, advice, and guidance in clinic.” She also thanks the dedicated faculty who helped shape her
clinical skills – Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Hadi Gholami, Dr. David Bardwell, Dr. Katerina Pellino, Dr. Steven Kaminsky, and many more. Lastly,
Samantha would like to thank Allyson for the many memories and for being there for her every step of the way.
Samantha dedicates her degree to her mom, Sandra Sauers. Without her constant sacrifice and love, she would not have achieved this level
of academic success. “Momma, I made it!!!”
Samantha thanks her grandmother, Rina Clavette, a calming voice when times were tough and always guided her through prayer.
Samantha thanks her family in Florida for their long-distance dedication to her dream and all the love and inspiration.
After graduation, Samantha plans on returning to Florida as a general practitioner in private practice.
“Best of luck to the Class of 2020!”

Alexander Schneider, D2020
Alexander was born and raised in Upland, California for most of his life. He attended the
University of California, Riverside and University of Oregon, earning a B.S. degree in
Biology with a minor in Organic Chemistry. During his time at Oregon, he was actively
involved in the Pre-Dental Society and with his community. He worked part-time at a dental
clinic in Pomona, California with Dr. Elva Maldonado for several years prior to enrolling at
Tufts University School of Medicine to earn a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences. During his
time at Tufts, Alexander participated in several student organizations and committees,
including the Sharewood Project and the Special Olympics. During his five-week
externship, he stayed in Winslow, Arizona providing dental care to the Native American
population on the Navajo reservation.
During his time at Tufts, Alexander grew personally and professionally due to the
relationships that he developed along the way. Alexander would like to give special thanks
for his PCs, Drs. Paul Trombly and Ilenia Gonzalez, in Group Practice Fairfield, who gave
him support and guidance during his years in clinic. He would also like to thank Drs.
Colette Catalino and Ronald Davitt for making his clinical experience as good as it possibly
could be.
In addition to the faculty and staff at Tufts University, Alexander would like to extend his
thanks and gratitude to the many friends that he’s made along the way, especially Zachary
Kofos (D20), Patrick Wilson (D20), and Edward Gold (D20). He would also like to
acknowledge his parents, Mark and Mary Schneider, for their unconditional love and
steadfast support throughout all my years of schooling. Lastly, Alexander wants to thank
his partner and colleague, Michelle Ginsberg (D20), for giving him constant love and
support during their time in school.
Following graduation, Alexander will return to California to work in a private office as a
general dentist.
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Matthew A. Shachat, D2020
Matt received a B.S. in Chemistry from Tufts University in 2016. During his time at TUSDM,
Matt served as Ethics, Professionalism, and Citizenship Committee (EPC) student
representative for all four years. He did research into ethical misconduct amongst dental
students and was elected President of the Student Professionalism and Ethics Association
(SPEA) chapter for Tufts. As a TA for multiple academic and clinical courses, he worked to
help his fellow students improve themselves both inside and outside the classroom.
Matt’s whole experience at TUSDM was unforgettable, but the moment that will stick out
when he looks back are the tears of joy a patient had upon receiving her complete
dentures. “You gave me my smile, my happiness, my life back.” Those are words that left a
lasting impression upon him. The quality of his dental school education stems primarily
from mentorship from previous students, Jacqueline Liu (D19), Thomas Manzione (D19),
and Hannah Noyes (D19); camaraderie with current students. Airy Choi (D20), Nivedhitha
Ramesh (D20), and Devon Ptak (D20); and the patience of educators, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr.
Richard Doff, and Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship.
Going forward, Matt plans on practicing in the Seattle area as an associate general dentist,
with a hope to include pediatric dentistry into his practice. The journey through dental
school is over, but his career is just beginning. He would like to thank his partner of four
years, Jonathan Carpenter, for supporting him every single day. Through exams,
competencies, externships, and applications, Jonathan was always a steadfast shoulder to
lean on and Matt cannot express how much he means to him. Matt also extends his
gratitude to his family, Catherine and Jeffrey Shachat, Leora, and Grandma Ellie. They
raised him to be caring, inquisitive, and empathetic, and those traits serve him well every
single day. Lastly, Matt thanks his chosen family here in Boston, Hanny Al-Samkari and
Colton Neves, Dominic Sarcia Jr. and Tom Costic, and Gavin and Angelo Alexander. They
supported him in becoming the man he is today, and he will never look back.

Sonya Shafique, D2020
Sonya Shafique, a New Hampshire native, was brought up in the small town of Gilford,
right on the waters of Lake Winnipesaukee. She attended the University of Vermont, where
she majored in Biology and minored in Chemistry with a focus in Pharmacology.
After receiving her Bachelor of Science degree in May of 2016, Sonya packed up her
Burlington apartment and headed straight for the city of Boston. It was here that she
continued her education for the next four years, pursuing her dream of becoming a dentist.
During her time at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, she developed special
interests in prosthodontics and implant dentistry. She was selected to receive special
training in implantology during her final year, giving her the opportunity to perform
implant surgeries for her own patients. Sonya also uncovered a passion for teaching; in
addition to tutoring, she served as a teaching assistant for her clinical floor in Group
Practice Atlantic, as well as for the undergraduate Fixed Prosthodontics and Craniofacial
Function courses. She maintained a Dean’s List status for all eight semesters and was a
recipient for the TUSDM Merit Scholarship for her academic performance.
Sonya would like to express thanks to each Practice Coordinator in Group Practice Atlantic,
Drs. Olympia Karacosta, Karen Wallach, and Alberto Sarmiento, for their endless support,
tough love, and guidance during her clinical years. Additional thanks are warranted to Dr.
Pilar Sanchez and Dr. Konstantinos Vazouras, both prosthodontic faculty members, for
going above and beyond to pass along their wealth of knowledge about prosthodontics
and implants. Sonya would also like to personally thank Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, head of UG
prosthodontics, for taking the time to guide her in her clinical growth and her postgraduation goals. His mentorship was invaluable and instrumental in her education. She also would like to thank her patients that she
cared for during her time at Tufts; each taught her something new, and she would not be the clinician she is today without them.
Most importantly, Sonya would like to thank her parents, Dr. Tajammul Shafique and Nicola Shafique, as well as her younger brother,
Samih Shafique. Her family continually stood by her, pushing her forward in her pursuits. Sonya expresses that without their unwavering
love and support, as well as constant encouragement from her friends, her accomplishments simply would not have been possible. She
would also like to acknowledge her boyfriend, Dr. Jacob Donohue (TUSDM D17), for his unconditional support and guidance as well.
Upon graduation, Sonya will be moving to New York City to expand on her clinical skills at New York Presbyterian Weill Cornell Medicine,
in a general practice residency program. She has future plans to move back to the greater Boston area and eventually establish a private
practice of her own.
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Rohan Shah, DI2020
Rohan was born and raised in Vadodara, India where he earned a B.D.S. degree from
Manubhai Patel Dental College in 2010 with first class distinction. His strong work ethic,
dedication, and passion for dentistry led Rohan to be the first child to enter a medical
profession in his family in India. He worked as a general dentist in hospital and private
clinic settings for two years before starting his own practice in 2013 with a focus on
providing comprehensive care to the communities he served.
After moving to United States in 2016, Rohan had the invaluable opportunity to expand his
knowledge and experience by working as an orthodontic assistant and completing
numerous continuing education programs. It was a dream come true to start his journey in
the Dental International Student Program at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in
2018.
Rohan participated in various community outreach programs including Remote Area
Medical camp in Virginia, Mission of Mercy dental clinic in Connecticut, and Give Kids a
Smile Day. While at Tufts, Rohan was awarded the Academic Merit Scholarship and
recognized on the Dean’s List for both years in the program. He also served as a clinic
liaison in Group Exeter for international students.
The comprehensive curriculum at TUSDM provided Rohan with every element needed to
grow from strong clinical training, community outreach services, and opportunities to learn
from a diverse culture. Rohan would like to express his sincere gratitude to Group Practice
Exeter’s Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alan Epstein, Mark Caddell, and Mary Karish, for their
continued encouragement, support, and mentorship which were fundamental in molding him into a well-rounded clinician. He also wants
to thank the entire TUSDM staff and clinical faculty including Drs. Richard Doff, Huda Stipho, Francois Fisselier, Yo-wei Chen, and
Duangkamol Blankenship for their committed training and guidance allowing him to hone his clinical skills. Rohan’s time at Tufts would
not have been the same without the friendships he developed and he would like to thank all his friends at Tufts, as well as in India and
Canada, for their continued support and encouragement.
Last but not least, Rohan would like to express a heartfelt “thank you” to his wife, Krishna, for her unwavering support, love, and
motivation throughout these years in helping him achieve his ambitions to practice as a dental health care provider. Additionally, this
would not have been possible without the blessings, unconditional love, and constant encouragement of his parents, Jayesh and Neeta
Shah, and in-laws, Dhananjay and Saroj Shah. His parents’ dedication, hard work, and sacrifices were a strong foundation in building
Rohan into the compassionate person and diligent dentist that he is today. He would also like to thank his entire family in the US and
India for continually supporting his dreams. After graduation, Rohan plans to work as a general dentist in private practice.

Shaina Shah, D2020
Shaina was born in Manhattan, New York and raised in Livingston, New Jersey. Born to an
artist and physician, Shaina knew from a young age that she had a passion for art and
dentistry, and she is extremely grateful that Tufts University School of Dental Medicine
gave her the opportunity to reach her dream of becoming a dentist. She attended Drexel
University and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and then a Master of
Biomedical Science degree with a concentration in Oral Biology from Rutgers University.
While completing her master’s degree, Shaina worked as a Dental Admissions Test
instructor for Kaplan Test Prep and she started a handmade jewelry business called Tiny
Tooth Fairy. Shaina pursued her love for sculpture making and teaching prior to and while
in dental school.
While at Tufts, Shaina made time to serve as a clinic teaching assistant in Group Practice
Fairfield. She fulfilled her desire to help and mentor third year students well as her fellow
classmates with clinical procedures and served as a liaison between practice coordinators
and dental students. Some of Shaina’s most memorable experiences at Tufts include
serving as an executive board member for Tufts ASDA with the role of Impressions
newsletter writer, being a member of Tufts Dental Admissions committee and interviewing
candidates, serving as a tutor for the cardiovascular course, and being involved in research
which focused on assessing patient’s oral health knowledge with Professor Natalie Hagel.
Shaina would first like to recognize her parents, Himanshu and Rupal, who have been
instrumental in her success because of their daily encouragement, support, and love.
Without her parents, she would not be the passionate, successful dentist that she is today.
She would like to thank them for being such great role models and providing her with all the tools to be a compassionate individual. She
would like to thank her mother for spending countless hours on Facetime with her when she needed her the most. She would also like
thank her sister, Misha, for always keeping her grounded and making her laugh after hours of studying and through the challenging
times. Her fiancé, Maharsh, provided encouragement and always cheered her on.
As a student provider in Group Practice Fairfield, Shaina would like to thank her Practice Coordinator, Dr. Paul Trombly, for his continuous
support and mentorship throughout her time in the clinic and her wonderful DPA, Julie Fleck, for brightening her day. Shaina would also
like to thank the faculty members who made a tremendous impact on her dental education and life, particularly Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Yowei Chen, and Dr. Robert Kasberg. She would like to recognize her “big” and good friends, Kimpreet Jammu and Gabrielle Lieberman, for
their countless pep talks and always being there for her.
After graduation, Shaina looks forward to working as a general dentist in New Jersey. Shaina eventually plans to start her own practice
and wishes to remain involved in teaching as clinic faculty at the local dental school.
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Shivani Shah, D2020
Shivani received a B.A. in French and Linguistics in 2013 from New York University,
followed by a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences in 2015 from Rutgers University.
During her four years at Tufts Dental School, Shivani had the pleasure of becoming a
member of Delta Sigma Delta, through which she formed close professional relationships
and participated in community service. Some of her most memorable moments at Tufts
include volunteering for Gives Kids a Smile Day each year, as well as the clinical experience
gained through externship during her fourth year. Most of all, what made her experience at
Tufts Dental was the people she had the good fortune to meet and work with: the very hard
working and encouraging Back Bay PCs, all the wonderful faculty and staff she had the
opportunity to learn from, her fellow clinic mates, and finally The Girl’s Room—a group of
remarkable girls who have been there for her since the first day of dental school and
continue to do so today.
Following graduation, Shivani will pursue a one-year General Practice Residency at NYU
Langone Medical Center in Brooklyn, New York. After that, she hopes to continue into
private practice in the New York area.
While she is most thankful for all those mentioned above that helped her get through the
last four years, the people she would like to thank most of all are her ridiculously
supportive friends and family, and above all, her amazing parents, Vijay and Trupti. She is
incredibly thankful for their love and support every single step of the way every single day.
For that reason, she would like to dedicate the exciting achievement of finally earning her
D.M.D. to her mother and to her late father, who she knows is always with her in spirit.

Dr. Khaled Shaikhi, DI Faculty 2020
Dr. Shaikhi is an Assistant Professor in the Division of Medicine of the Department of
Comprehensive Care at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM). Dr. Shaikhi
earned a Bachelor of Dental Surgery (B.D.S.) degree in 1999 from the University of
Benghazi in Libya. He then received a Certificate of Oral & Maxillofacial Pathology in 2012
as well as a Master’s Degree in Oral Science in 2013 from the State University of New York
at Buffalo. Dr. Shaikhi is Board Certified in Oral & Maxillofacial Pathology with Fellowship
in both Oral Pathology and Oral Medicine. He has held responsibilities as Quality
Assurance Coordinator at the University of Benghazi from 2013-2016 as well as
Chairperson in the Department of Oral Medicine, Oral Pathology, Oral Diagnosis &
Radiology at the University of Benghazi from 2014-2016. Dr. Shaikhi began the IS DMD
program at TUSDM in January 2018 and is currently providing medical consultations for
medically complex dental patients. He teaches and supervises pre-doctoral dental students
in the diagnosis and management of medically complex patients. Dr. Shaikhi serves as
Course Director for the Oral Health and Overall Health Rotation and Medicine-Pathology
Case Discussion Rotation for pre-doctoral students as well as Preceptor for the Oral
Medicine postdoctoral residents.
Dr. Shaikhi would like to offer sincerest gratitude to his supervisor and colleague, Dr.
Kanchan Ganda, who advised and guided him throughout these years with her vast
knowledge, encouragement and support. Dr. Shaikhi is also very grateful to Dr. Ala Ali, Dr.
Gulsun Gul and Dr. Colette Catalino for their persistent support and advice during his
training program. Their passion in science and shared ideas have inspired and enriched his
growth as a faculty member. In addition, Dr. Shaikhi extends special thanks to all of his Tufts Dental Students who supported and
encouraged him during his licensing exam and completion of his IS program requirements.
Last, but not least, Dr. Shaikhi gives a special heartfelt “thank you” to his wife Munia, and daughters Roua, Myar, Zahra, as well as his
extended family, for their love and support throughout the duration of his dental studies and career.
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Moamal Kamal Sharfi, DI2020
Moamal obtained his B.D.S. degree from the University of Khartoum in Sudan in 2009. He
also gained his M.F.D. degree from the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland in 2013.
After finishing dental school, Moamal worked in a private dental clinic for two years before
joining the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland where he obtained his M.F.D. degree. After
moving to the U.S., Moamal was determined to achieve his dream to become a dentist.
Tufts was a dream come true, and it was an unforgettable moment when he received his
acceptance email. Moamal will graduate among the top ten in his class. He would like to
thank his parents, Kamal Sharfi and Amal Fareed; his wife, Rewyda Kamal; his daughter,
Amy; his sister, Roaa; his brothers, Mohammed and Motammed, his brother that he sees
as his own son; and his friends, Khidir, Ayman, Abdalla Khalil, Mortada, Abdo, and Jahiz.
He also would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry, who he considers as his mentor; Dr. Michael
McQueen, who helped him feel like being home in the Back Bay clinic; Dr. Ala Ali;
Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, who guided him to establish plenty of knowledge in prosthesis;
Dr. Armond Enos, his very kind PC; and Dr. David Leader for making the impossible
achievable and leading him in the clinic towards the best possible dental treatment plan.
He would like to dedicate this achievement to the souls who passed away in the Sudan
revolution from December 19th to June 3rd.
After graduation, Moamal will continue working in MA and will stay around the school.
There is a famous quote in his country, “God, Country, Hilal”, which is his favorite sports
club. Moamal has his own quote now for the rest of his life: “God, Country, Tufts.”

Haneen Shehadeh, D2020
Haneen grew up in Coconut Creek, Florida and graduated from the University of Miami with
a B.S. degree in Biology in 2015. While a student at TUSDM, Haneen had the pleasure of
exploring various aspects of dentistry including research, global service, and community
outreach. She was thankful to be awarded the Tufts Merit Scholarship as well as being
named on the Dean’s List.
During dental school, Haneen performed research on charcoal toothpaste and presented at
the Bates-Andrews Research Day. She was also fortunate to present at the American
Academy of Dental Research Conference in Vancouver, Canada in June 2019. Her most
influential experiences during dental school were traveling to Nicaragua, Peru, and the
Dominican Republic on global service-learning trips. Following their trips, she was selected
to serve as a student leader to coordinate another trip to the Dominican Republic. These
trips were unforgettable experiences that allowed her to work with underserved
communities. Haneen gained invaluable experiences during these trips that will stay with
her in her career forever.
Haneen would like to sincerely thank all of the faculty and staff who enriched her dental
education and growth as a clinician and human being. She gives special recognition to Dr.
Mariam Margvelashvili, Yo-wei Chen, James Theodore, Katie Talmo, and Ala Ali for instilling
confidence and insight throughout her clinical journey. Lastly, Haneen would like to thank
Tafta and Patti Casey for their constant assistance and presence in the clinic.
None of this would be possible without the unwavering love, support, and guidance of
Haneen’s selfless parents, Ahmad and Lina. In addition, Haneen is thankful for her siblings, cousins, and best friends, Serene, Zayne,
Enas, Aseel, Amina, Mariam, Lemma and Fatima who kept her grounded and were a constant source of laughter and strength in desperate
times. Haneen would also like to thank her loving aunt, Hala Shehadeh, for flying to Boston to be her licensing exam patient. Lastly,
Haneen would like to thank her fiancé, Yousef Flafil, who stood by her through all the ups and downs of dental school. She would like to
thank him for his unconditional love and encouragement throughout this journey.
Upon graduation, Haneen will pursue a dental associate position in her hometown in Florida.
Haneen looks forward to the next chapter of her life and wishes best of luck to the Class of 2020.
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Dena Shuster, D2020
Dena was born in Santa Monica, California and grew up in the Greater Los Angeles area.
From a very young age, Dena found a passion in understanding others’ feelings, growing
deep connections with those around her, and helping others feel at ease. Following in her
physician father’s footsteps, Dena found the opportunity to invest her compassion in
patients. Dena graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in Biological
Anthropology in 2012 from the University of Pennsylvania. Before her matriculation at
TUSDM, she gained experience in the healthcare field in both hospital and dental settings.
While at Tufts, Dena was recognized on the Dean’s List and participated in various student
groups and community service efforts. She has been a member of AAPHD, AAPD, and DSD.
She tutored at Josiah Quincy Elementary School and participated in various service events
including Jumbo’s Kitchen and Mini Medical School. She was a teaching assistant in the
Dental Anatomy and Fixed Prosthodontics courses.
After graduation, Dena will be a resident at the NYU Langone Health Advanced Education in
General Dentistry program at Fenway Health in Boston. Her long term plans for the future
include practicing general dentistry either in private practice and/or in a community health
center. Dena is also interested in pursuing Forensic Dentistry. Dena hopes to give back to
the dental education field by becoming a teaching faculty member at some point in the
future.
Dena would like to express her endless gratitude to the entire Tufts faculty and staff for
their patience, assistance, and encouragement during her time at Tufts. Dena would like to
thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Mark Caddell, and Dr. Mary Karish. She thanks them for not only making Group
Practice Exeter an enjoyable place to practice dentistry as a dental student but also for their unwavering professional and emotional
support and inspiration during her two years in clinic. She would also like to give serious recognition to Flavio Ferreira, Lindsey Robinson,
Sidney Lu, Cristal Heredia, and Natasha Blake, who helped to run clinic flawlessly. Dena would also like to extend a special thanks to the
following faculty for their very special mentorship, expertise, dental and life lessons: Dr. Huda Stipho, Dr. Richard Doff, Dr. Linda
Marinello, Dr. Katie Talmo, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Dongwoo Park, Dr. Hanna Bae, Dr. Duangkamol Blankenship, Dr.
Joanne Falzone, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Professor Natalie Hagel, Dr. Anthony Paolucci, and Dr. Peter Arsenault.
Dena would like to thank her parents, Danny and Enid, for always instilling in her the values of kindness, helping others, and hard work,
and for raising her to be the person she is today. She would like to thank her siblings, Sarah and David, for their continuing support.
Dena would like to thank her husband, Sam, who deserves an honorary degree in dentistry for being her rock during all four years of
dental school and beyond.

Rayna Silva, D2020
Rayna grew up in Seekonk, Massachusetts and graduated with a B.S. degree in Biology
from Wagner College in 2014. She worked as a dental assistant in the years leading up to
dental school, which she believes really inspired her to pursue dentistry.
While in dental school, Rayna was an active member of DSD, AAWD, SNDA, CMDA, AAPD,
and AADMD. She especially loved volunteering her time serving meals to veterans at the
New England Center and Home for Veterans. One of her greatest memories in dental school
was the global service-learning trip she participated in to Peru, alongside her amazing
colleagues and faculty where she provided a week of dental treatment to an undeserved
community.
Rayna would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Armond Enos, Dr. Michael
McQueen, and Dr. David Leader, for their patience, guidance, and knowledge, which
always inspired her to do her best and contributed to her growth as a dental student.
Rayna would also like to extend many thanks to her mentors, Dr. Steven Acker and Dr.
Robert Kasberg, and to the incredible faculty she feels honored to have been able to work
with over the course of her four years in dental school: Dr. Katerina Paraskevopoulou, Dr. E.
Leo Whitworth Jr., Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. Flaviano DiFalco, Dr. Eduardo Olegario, Dr. James
Theodore, Dr. Daniel Lee, Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Ala Ali, Dr. Thaisa Bordin, Dr. Steven
Rubin, Dr. Peter Arsenault, and Sharon “Snaggs” Gendron. She would also like to thank the
dispensary and radiology team who helped her every day in clinic.
Rayna would like to express sincere gratitude to all of her friends and family, both near and
far, who helped make today possible. She would especially like to thank her loving parents and brother, Danny, for their endless support,
love, and encouragement over the years and to whom she would like to dedicate her D.M.D. degree. Rayna wishes she could share this
special day with her Nana Dolores and brother, Ray, but she feels their love from heaven. Her heart is full of gratitude knowing her friends
and family always believed in her, and she hopes to continue to make them proud on her new journey in life as a dentist. Most
importantly, Rayna would like to thank God for his grace, strength, and unfailing love to help her achieve her dream.
Upon graduation, Rayna will begin a General Practice Residency Program at Montefiore Medical Center/Albert Einstein College of
Medicine in New York City.
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Sarbpreet Singh, DI2020
Sarbpreet was born and raised in Punjab, India. He earned his Bachelor of Dental Surgery
from Sri Guru Ram Das Institute of Dental Sciences & Research, India in 2013 with an
award in Pre-Prosthodontics. Sarbpreet then worked as a general dentist for a year before
moving to the United States in September 2014. He completed a preceptorship in Oral
Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco and worked in a community dental
clinic, as well as volunteered for the Red Cross, here in the United States. With constant
support from his family and motivation from his mentors and peers, he was accepted into
the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine’s International Program in 2018.
Sarbpreet is very grateful for the opportunity to attend Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine. He cherishes all the experiences that he had in the Tufts clinic. While at Tufts,
Sarbpreet participated in a clinical software training for new students.
Sarbpreet would like to offer his most heartfelt appreciation to all of the faculty who
worked with him at Tufts. He would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Mary Karish,
Dr. Mark Caddell, and Dr. Alan Epstein, for their phenomenal mentorship and for shaping
him into a versatile clinician. Sarbpreet would also like to thank Drs. Iqbal Singh, Francois
Fisselier, Hadi Gholami, Yo-wei Chen, Richard Doff, Marcelo Suzuki, Thaisa Bordin, Mary
Marefat, and Rocio Saavedra. In addition, he would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry who
greatly furthered his dental knowledge.
Sarbpreet is proud to be the first member of his family to enter a healthcare field. He
dedicates his D.M.D. to his wife, Amandeep; parents, Manjit and Rajinder; mother-in-law,
Surinder; sister, Shawinder; and friends, Kunal and Tej, who are his pillars of strength. He
is especially grateful for every friendship formed during his time at Tufts and will cherish
all the memories.
Following graduation, Sarbpreet plans to practice general dentistry in the state of
California.

Tej Singh, DI2020
Tej was born in India and earned his Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree with honors from
Baba Farid University of Health Sciences, Punjab, India. Tej worked as an associate dentist
at a private practice in India after graduation. Shortly after his interview at Tufts University
School of Dental Medicine, Tej married his beloved wife, Manpreet, in the beautiful state of
Utah. With the tremendous support of his family and friends, Tej was accepted into the
TUSDM International Program in 2018.
At Tufts, Tej was assigned the position of teaching assistant for the Operative and
Prosthodontics courses. In his fourth year, Tej had the honor to serve as the clinical liaison
for IS20 class in Group Practice Atlantic.
Tej wants to wholeheartedly thank his amazing wife, Manpreet, for her undying faith and
support in his dental journey and for moving from Salt Lake City to Boston, away from
home, to be with him. “It would not have been possible without you.”
Tej is thankful and feels blessed for all the friends and memories he made during his Tufts
journey. Tej is also grateful to all staff and faculty at Tufts, especially from Group Practice
Atlantic, for all their hard work and dedication towards teaching.
Tej would eventually like to open his own practice and settle down with his wife in their
home state of Utah.
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Heather Smith, D2020
Heather was born in Detroit, Michigan. She attended Spelman College for her first year and
graduated from Wellesley College in 2016 with a B.A. in Biological Sciences and Africana
Studies. Heather’s dream of becoming a dentist was supported by many loved ones, and she
has been known as “Doctor Heather Feather” dating back to 2013.
Heather praises God for allowing her to carry out His purpose for her life, for she would be
nothing without Him. Heather honors her mother for her infinite love, guidance, sacrifices, and
her uplifting reminder, “What God has planned for you, no one can take away” (Isaiah 54:17).
She is grateful for her mentors, Dr. Charles McLeod, Dr. Selwyn Cudjoe, Alyce and Patrick Lee,
Erin Moore and Nana, and Ruth and Lynn Carter, who were by her side through each life event
and treated her like their own daughter.
Heather had the privilege of serving for three years as the community service chairwoman for
Student National Dental Association. She also was a member of the American Association of
Women Dentists and Orthodontics Club. Heather was a recipient of the merit scholarship and
earned a place on the Dean’s List. Outside of Tufts, Heather was a Big Sister through the Big
Sister Association of Greater Boston. Heather always had a passion for running and completed
her first marathon during her final year. She gained a church home at People’s Baptist Church
where she became baptized.
Heather has been surrounded by so much love that it is near impossible for her to name
everyone. She sincerely thanks her mentors, Drs. Ronald Davitt, Thomas Cleary, E. Leo
Whitworth Jr., Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, Robert Kasberg, and Mahnaz Raissi, for their guidance
and countless laughs. She thanks Drs. Francois Fisselier, Anthony Paolucci, Carolyn Cottrell,
Nicole Holland, Bader AlHendi, Kanchan Ganda, Steven Rubin, and the Fairfield Practice
Coordinators. She extends her love to Maria Tavares, Markaine Desrosiers, Julie Fleck, Denise
Tran, Cristal Heredia, Natasha Blake, and Patti Casey.
She is grateful for her brother, Christopher; her father, Marvin; Auntie Shellie; Aunt Donna; her cousins, Paige, Grant, and Brandon; her
grandmothers, Gloria and Vernette; Papa; the Janadia family; Dr. Howard Tingling; and Dr. Femina Ali and the entire Ali family.
She appreciates her boyfriend, Jason (D22), who helped her throughout her personal and spiritual journey. She thanks her roommate, Seghen
(D20), for helping her flourish into a young adult and for listening to her repeat herself for hours. She admires her friends in dental school who
became her family including Gynn, Tiara, Youstina, Emily, Ro, Umu, Monica, Rayna, Chelsea, Corey, Lauren, Lizbette, Alana, Konstance, Erin, and
many more. She thanks Drs. Deandra Jones, Raven Ward, Goke Masha, and Tabitha Lewis (D19) for helping her in all times of need. She
appreciates her support system, including Kiara, Gabrielle, Celeste, Adelia, Camille, Charlotte, Victoria, Vivian, Lindsey, and Nikwa.
Heather would like to dedicate her degree to her mother, Joyce Wells.
After graduation, Heather will begin her training to receive a Certificate in Orthodontics and a Master of Science in Dentistry at Jacksonville University.

Victoria R. Sochor, D2020
Victoria was born and raised in Portland, Michigan. At Albion College, she earned her
bachelor of arts degree with a major in Biology in 2011. She uprooted and replanted
herself to Boston upon acceptance to TUSDM.
In her time at Tufts Dental, Victoria was fortunate to have numerous impactful patient
experiences, none of which would have been possible without the guidance and assistance
of exceptional faculty and staff. Special thanks goes out to Ligelia (Alyx) Ortiz for numerous
office visits regarding roster and requirement management.
Victoria would like to thank her Practice Coordinators for their patience, understanding,
and ability to foster a healthy learning environment for the students they oversee. She is
deeply grateful to Dr. Michael McQueen for offering plentiful insight beyond the scope of
dentistry and Dr. David Leader for always advising and propelling his students to be
exceptional providers of dental care. From the adjacent emergency department, she
extends her sincere thanks to Dr. Patrick McGarry for consistently offering educational
pearls of wisdom and realistic outlook.
Above all, Victoria sends the deepest heartfelt appreciation and respect to her family,
especially her parents, Dawn and Scott Sochor, who have been ever supportive and
encouraging of her journey into dentistry. Their utmost kindness, unadulterated love, and
nurturing humility, shaped her into the individual she is today. For always offering
perspective, a listening ear, and some silliness on the side, Victoria would like to thank her
brother, Tyler. Lastly, Victoria would like to extend thanks to her grandparents, Ethel Lehman,
Rosalie Sochor, and the late Robert (Bob) Sochor. Their influence on her life has been entirely
positive and supportive, and for that she cannot express her overflowing gratefulness to
these family members enough.
Following graduation, Victoria plans to work in general dentistry in Bangor, Maine for
Aspen Dental.
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Anika Solanki, D2020
Anika grew up in Queens, New York and graduated from Stony Brook University with a B.S.
degree in Business Management and minor in Biology. She then went on to pursue a
master’s degree at Rutgers Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences. After earning these
degrees, Anika matriculated into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine as a member of
the class of 2020.
While at Tufts, Anika was honored to be a recipient of the Tufts merit scholarships and to
earn recognition on the Dean’s List. With her desire to help her fellow colleagues, Anika
was selected as a student Teaching Assistant for the Medicine and Pre-Clinical Endodontic
Courses. She also was a member of the elective Health Literacy Intensive course and
served on the Executive Board of the American Student Dental Association chapter at Tufts.
Anika is grateful for the academic and clinical training she received at Tufts. She would like
to thank all the supportive faculty and staff at TUSDM because it is their daily support and
mentorship that allows students to be successful. She extends her gratitude to her
wonderful Practice Coordinators of Group Charlestown, Drs. Alex Miele, Denisa Stasa, and
David Paul, and Dr. Kanchan Ganda for their wisdom and guidance. She would also like to
acknowledge the dental assistants, dispensary staff, and practice administrators of the
third floor. Anika would especially like to thank Dr. Robert Amato and the entire endodontic
faculty at TUSDM for sparking her interest in the specialty of endodontics and looks
forward to working with them next year as she pursues an endodontic residency at Tufts
after graduation.
Anika would like to thank the close friends she made at TUSDM for keeping her smiling
during these past four years. Most importantly, Anika would like to thank her parents,
brother, and family for their unyielding love and kindness to pursue her dreams.
“Congratulations to the Class of 2020!”

Kunal Sood, DI2020
Kunal grew up in Punjab, India and graduated with a Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree
with honors from Baba Farid University of Health Sciences in 2011. After school, Kunal
immigrated with his family to the United States of America and worked as a research
associate at Craniofacial Research and Instrumentation Laboratory in the Department of
Orthodontics at the University of Pacific in San Francisco, California until 2017. He worked
as a volunteer for the CDA and Red Cross, and actively participated in the community
service dental programs.
In 2018, Kunal was very grateful to be accepted to Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine to pursue his dream of earning a D.M.D. degree from such a prestigious dental
school. During his time at TUSDM, he earned a spot on the Dean’s List and achieved merit
scholarships during both years of the program. During his senior year, Kunal had the
invaluable opportunity to serve as a teaching assistant in the preclinical Fixed
Prosthodontics and Operative Dentistry courses. He also served as an admissions
interviewer for the class of 2024.
Kunal is thankful for the dedicated faculty and staff at TUSDM. He feels blessed for the
opportunity to receive a world class education at this school, and he would like to
acknowledge his Group Practice Coordinators, Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez, Dr.
Ronald Davitt, Dr. Frank DeCaro, Dr. Alan Epstein, Dr. Colette Catalino, and Dr. Jennifer
Lipiec. Kunal would also like to thank all the instructors who guided him through clinic
including, but not limited to, Drs. Iqbal Singh, Francois Fisselier, Hadi Gholami, Yo-wei
Chen, Marcelo Suzuki, Louis Rissin, Carolyn Cottrell, Mary Marefat, and Rocio Saavedra. He
would also like to thank his Dental Practice Administrators, Julie Fleck, Denise Tran, and Shauna Carty, along with Flavio Ferrera, for their
support and smooth experience in the clinic. Last, but not least, Kunal would like to thank Dr. Ronald Perry, DI program director, for his
continuous support as a mentor throughout his time at school.
Kunal would like to thank his wife, Jashandeep Kaur; parents, Ram and Surekha; his siblings, Kanika and Karan; and his IS20 friends,
especially Sarbpreet and Tej Pratap. His journey would not have been possible without them.
After graduation, Kunal is looking to fulfil his dream of practicing dentistry as a general dentist in private practice in the Fresno area in
Central Valley in California.
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Harkirat (Hark) Sran, D2020
Hark was born and raised in Kirkland, WA, and received a B.A. in Chemistry in 2013 from
Western Washington University and a B.S. in Biology from the University of Washington in
2015. In 2016, he also obtained an M.B.S. in Oral Biology from Rutgers University in New
Jersey. During his time in college, Hark conducted research projects, participated in various
clubs and organizations, and had the opportunity to provide services to underserved
communities, all of which inspired him to continue his pursuit towards dentistry.
Hark feels fortunate to have attended Tufts University School of Dental Medicine for his
dental education. While at Tufts, Hark was a teaching assistant in the emergency clinic and
an Osher scholarship recipient. He was also fortunate enough to participate in the Oral
Surgery selective during his senior year. Out of all of his experiences at Tufts, the most
memorable academic highlight for him was participating in a community outreach event at
the Universidad De Cartagena in Cartagena, Colombia, alongside Dr. Mary Jane Hanlon,
where Hark was able learn and place dental implants. As he returned to school after this
event, he found himself taking the skills he learned and applying them to every facet of
dentistry which in turn made him the clinician he is today, and he is beyond grateful for
that.
Hark would like to express gratitude for the guidance and support of Tufts tremendous
administration, faculty, and staff, and most importantly his Practice Coordinators from
Group Practice Back Bay for their unwavering support and mentorship. He would also like
to thank his parents and his family for being the support system that they were during his
path to becoming a practicing clinician. He could not have made it without their support.
Finally Hark would like to thank Mrs. Osher and the late Dr. Alfred Osher (DG’62) for establishing the Osher Scholarship. He is honored to
be among the list of individuals that have received this scholarship in previous years.
Following graduation, Hark plans on moving to Seattle, Washington to associate for about one to two years before opening his own clinic.
His long-term goals in the future are to be a multi-practice owner and to volunteer in various parts of the world to provide care to
impoverished communities.

Varshini Sridhar, D2020
Varshini was born in Chennai, India, and moved to Tallahassee, FL at age nine. She
received her B.S. degree in Biological Science from Florida State University and continued
her education in Florida, earning an M.S. degree in Biology with a concentration on
Molecular and Cellular Biology from Florida A&M University. Her interest in dentistry
originally began during a winter break trip to Boston, MA in her junior year of undergrad,
when her aunt, Dr. Aruna Ramesh, an Oral Maxillofacial Radiologist, took the time to
explain how she used a CBCT scan to come up with a diagnosis and information that would
direct the surgery direction for a young patient with a tumor in their left jaw.
After that trip, Varshini began to work as a dental assistant at her childhood general
dentists’ office with Drs. Manochas’, McSoley and Balan, who are also graduates of Tufts
School of Dental Medicine. She also worked as a volunteer dental assistant at the Leon
County Health Center for Dr. Bidwell, who worked with the pediatric and pregnant
population. These experiences motivated her to pursue the field of dentistry.
Varshini would like to thank her parents, Viji and Sridhar; her sister, Raksha; and her aunt
and uncle, Dr. Aruna Ramesh and Ramesh Natarajan. She could not have gone through her
dental school career without their unconditional love, unwavering support, scarifies,
patience, and motivation.
Varshini would also like to thank her Group Charlestown Practice Coordinators, Drs. David
Paul, Denisa Stasa, and Alex Miele, for their mentorship and support in clinic. In addition,
Varshini would also like to thank the Charlestown DPAs, Tangy and Romell, for all of their
patience, guidance, and support. Varshini would also like to thank all of faculty members
of TUSM who helped shape her into the clinician she is today.
Upon graduation, Varshini plans to work as a general dentist in private practice.
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Michael Stevens, D2020
Michael grew up in Key Biscayne, Florida. He graduated from Florida State University with a
B.S. degree in Chemical Science. Following graduation, Michael attended Barry University
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences where he earned his M.B.S. degree. After
completing his master’s degree, Michael began his career in dentistry at Tufts University
School of Dental Medicine.
Michael is thankful for all the faculty and staff members he had the great pleasure of
learning from and working with while at Tufts, especially his Practice Coordinators in Group
Atlantic. Michael would also like to thank his parents, Albert and Anabel. Without them he
would not be where his is today, and he is grateful for their ongoing support. Michael is
also thankful for all the friends he had the privilege of getting to know over the past four
years.

Chelsea Straughn, D2020
Chelsea was raised in Arlington, Virginia and completed a B.S. degree in Biology from
Spelman College in 2016. Chelsea then completed the Pre-Dental Non-Degree Program at
Tufts before matriculating into TUSDM.
Chelsea is incredibly thankful for the education and opportunities that Tufts University
provided her. She had the pleasure of serving as the Diversity Initiatives Officer for the
Student National Dental Association. This position allowed her to fulfill her passion for
working with underrepresented minority students. For two years, Chelsea spearheaded the
planning and execution of SNDA’s Impressions Day and the Increasing Diversity in
Dentistry Symposium. These events hosted over one hundred pre-dental students to
educate them about the dental school application process.
With sincere gratitude, Chelsea would like to give special thanks to several individuals who
helped shape her professionally and personally throughout her time at Tufts. She would
like to acknowledge her mentors Dr. Jeanette Sabir- Holloway and Dr. Robert Kasberg for
their continued guidance and support. “Thank you for always being there for me when I
needed you the most!” She would also like to thank Dr. Ronald Davitt for his consistent
understanding and kindness during her dental journey. Chelsea would like to sincerely
thank her mother, Pam Straughn, for her constant prayers, support, and flying to Boston
for her dental appointments. “Thank you for helping me finish my crown requirements!”
She extends special recognition to her friends for their unwavering support, laughter, and
motivation both in and out of the classroom. Most importantly, Chelsea gives all praises to
God for his continued blessings on this journey.
After graduation, Chelsea will continue her specialty education as a resident in the NYU
Langone Dental Medicine Pediatric Residency Program in Holyoke, MA.

Tufts Class of 2020 Biographies 110

.

Divya Suresh, D2020
Divya grew up in Virginia Beach, Virginia and earned a B.A. in Classical Studies at Virginia
Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia in 2014. Divya spent several summers and holiday breaks
shadowing dentists in Virgina, as well as volunteering as a dental assistant at the New
River Valley Free Dental Clinic and for several Mission of Mercy Projects across Virginia.
These experiences sparked her interest in dentistry. After receiving her degree, she
continued her education at the Rutgers Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences and
received a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences in 2015. Divya joined TUSDM in 2016 and
started her journey in dentistry.
Divya had several memorable experiences in dental school, from all the different friends
she made, clubs she had the privilege of joining, and the mentors she is grateful to have.
Divya is co-president of SAMDA (South Asian Medical and Dental Association) and a
member of the Pre-Dental Committee of ASDA. Divya spent much of her time in dental
school committed to community service. Over her four years, she participated in Give Kids
a Smile Day, the annual service-learning trip to the Dominican Republic organized by
Hispanic Dental Association, and the Sharewood Project. Divya also thoroughly enjoyed
her externship experience in Winslow, Arizona on the Navajo Reservation. The experience
opened her eyes to not only her own potential, but also the need for dentists in all corners
of the world.
Divya is incredibly thankful for her time at TUSDM. As a student provider in Group
Dorchester, she would like to thank her three wonderful PCs, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano
Eliopoulos, and Richard Harold. She would also like to thank Drs. Nitu Singh, E. Leo
Whitworth Jr., William Sylvia, Pilar Sanchez, Khaled Shaikhi, and Colette Catalino for their
endless knowledge and guidance.
Divya would also like to thank her number one fans: her parents, Drs. Arati and B.R. Suresh, and her fiancé, Sheel Patel, for their belief in
her, putting up with her numerous meltdowns, and being there for her no matter what. Divya would also like to thank the Girl’s Room and
her Boos for having her back all four years!
After graduation, Divya will be joining a General Practice Residency at New York Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital in New York.
“Congratulations Class of 2020!”

Anna Takos, D2020
Anna grew up in northern New Jersey. She graduated from New York University with a B.A.
in Psychology and continued on to Rutgers Graduate School of Biomedical Science to
pursue her Master’s of Biomedical Science with a concentration in Oral Biology. While
pursuing her master’s degree, Anna also worked full time as a dental assistant.
During her time at TUSDM, Anna was a member of the Health and Wellness Club, acting
first as Vice President and then D20 Class Liaison. She was also heavily involved in the
Tufts Chapter of the New England Hellenic Medical and Dental Society (NEHMDS), acting
first as Treasurer and then as President. Anna participated in fundraising and community
service events, such as marching and running 26.2 miles with the Tufts Ruck team and
travelling to Burlington, Vermont with Special Smiles to provide oral screenings for Special
Olympics athletes. In her third year, Anna was Prosthodontics course liaison. Finally, also
in her third year, Anna joined a group of her dental school peers in travelling to the
Dominican Republic with Dentists for Humanity for an impactful week providing care to the
local underserved community.
Anna would like to thank all the friends she made at TUSDM who became a second family
away from home, whom she leaned on countless times during the past four years for
guidance, encouragement, and to celebrate milestones along the way. Anna also thanks
Drs. Mirian Belussi, Maria Avrampou, Pilar Sanchez, Marcelo Suzuki, Vasiliki Tsakalelli, and
Jeffrey Dodge for their mentorship, kindness, and willingness to take the extra step in
teaching students. She expresses gratitude to her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Olympia
Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Karen Wallach, for their commitment to shaping
students into competent and skilled providers. Finally, Anna thanks the Atlantic DPAs, Jacqueline Kulas, Tommy Rivera, Sarita Hampton,
and Valerie Distefano for giving her shoulders to lean on, always keeping clinic running smoothly, and answering any and every question
students had.
Finally, Anna would like to thank her incredible parents, whose unrelenting support kept her motivated for so many years before and
throughout dental school. No doubt, she would not have made it this far without them.
After graduation, Anna will be returning to New York City to begin a General Practice Residency at Woodhull Medical Center.
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Kanza Tauqir, DI2020
Kanza was born in Karachi, Pakistan. She went to dental school in Islamabad, the federal
capital of the country. After completing high school, she earned a B.D.S. degree from
Islamic International Dental College located in Islamabad. In 2010, Kanza moved to the
United States with her husband. From 2011 to 2018, Kanza worked as dental assistant in
California before her acceptance to Tufts in 2018.
While at Tufts, Kanza remained actively involved in her clinic as the liaison for her group
practice.
Kanza would like to offer her gratitude to all the faculty who helped to improve her clinical
skills. She would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Edward Fidrocki, Theano
Eliopoulos, and Richard Harold, for their mentorship and guidance. Kanza would also like
to thank her clinical faculty, Drs. Francois Fisselier, William Lobel, Rachel Howartz, and
especially Dr. Ronald Perry for their constant support.
Kanza would like to thank her late parents for all the efforts they made in raising her. Kanza
would like to dedicate her accomplishments to her mother-in-law and husband for their
unconditional love, help, and support in her endeavors. She also feels extremely blessed
to have her lovely children, Mustafa, Hamza, and Sallam, by her side during this journey.
After graduation, Kanza plans to move back to California and practice as a general dentist
and later hopes to specialize in Periodontology.

Emily Thomas, D2020
Emily graduated from Barnard College of Columbia University, Class of 2011. After
obtaining her B.A. degree in Psychology, she worked as a research manager for a
psychology laboratory for five years and co-authored many publications while
simultaneously completing her post-baccalaureate degree. Additionally, during these five
years, she was mentored by Dr. Kristin Miles in her Manhattan dental office in pursuit of a
career in dentistry.
During her time at Tufts, Emily was an active member in the following organizations:
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, Give Kids A Smile, Delta Sigma Delta, and the
American Association of Women Dentists. She is also a CPR instructor.
There are many faculty members who enriched Emily’s experience at Tufts. She would like
to extend her gratitude to her mentor, Dr. Alan Epstein, for always maintaining an open
door, ready to discuss any issue; Dr. Paul Trombly, Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez, and Dr. Frank
DeCaro, her Practice Coordinators, for always challenging and motivating her to develop
her clinical skills; Dr. Colette Catalino and Dr. Khaled Shaikhi for their incredible medical
expertise; and finally, Dr. Peter Arsenault and Dr. Ronald Davitt for consistently
encouraging Emily to trust in her own dental skills.
Emily credits her success to her strong support network of family as well as friends that
became family. In particular, she wants to express her sincere gratitude to Ken, whose
immeasurable love, support and motivation were invaluable and gave her strength
throughout dental school. She is also very thankful for her grandfather, Dr. Denison
Thomas, who inspired her to pursue a career in the medical field; her brothers, Sean and Joseph; sister-in-law, Melissa, and Emme, for
their endless encouragement; and the O’Kelly-Lynch family for their constant support throughout the last four years.
Lastly, Emily would not be where she is today without the love, motivation, and dedication of her parents. Words cannot begin to express
how grateful she is to Dana and Elizabeth for helping her to pursue her passion for dentistry. From answering every phone call, sharing
words of wisdom and humor, and learning many dental terms they never knew they wanted to know while Emily studied, her mom and
dad have been fundamental to her success. On this special day, Emily wants to celebrate and share her triumphs with her family.
After graduation, Emily plans to further her clinical and dental expertise by an additional year of training in a residency program.
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Randy To, D2020
Randy was born and raised in San Diego, California. He attended the University of
California, Los Angeles, where he earned his B.S. in Biochemistry in 2012. Upon
completing his undergraduate studies, he returned to San Diego to work at a management
consulting firm as a business analyst.
Randy commissioned into the US Navy under the Health Professions Scholarship Program
(HPSP) in 2016 prior to matriculating at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. While
at Tufts, Randy had the privilege of representing his class as a member of the Executive
Board for four years, serving as Class Secretary and Vice President. Additionally, he served
as a student teaching assistant for the predoctoral clinic and biochemistry course. Randy
was a recipient of two Merit Scholarships for his academic performance and placed on the
Dean’s List in 2017 and 2019.
Randy would like to thank his Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Theano Eliopoulos, Edward
Fidrocki, and Richard Harold for their guidance, support and mentorship. He would also
like to thank his mentor, Alan Epstein, and clinic instructors, Drs. William Silvia, Pilar
Sanchez, Linda Marinello, and Katerina Pellino.
Randy is truly grateful to have such amazing parents. He would like to thank his parents,
Huong and Hoa To, and his brother, Ryan To, for their unwavering love and continued
support. He would not be where he is today without them. He also like to thank his
boyfriend, Kyle Lawless, for his love, positivity, and encouragement through this journey.
After graduation Randy will being an Advanced Education in General Dentistry Residency at
the Naval Medical Center San Diego.

Phi Tran, D2020
Phi graduated with a B.S. degree in Biology from Tufts University in 2015. During his
undergraduate studies at Tufts University, he was introduced to dentistry at TUSDM
through the Impressions Program. While at TUSDM, he enjoyed volunteering for this
program and sharing his dental school experience for the next generation of dentists.
Phi was blessed to meet and be surrounded by amazing people, and he owes his success
to them. Firstly, he would like to thank his family and friends for their unconditional
support and consistent encouragement. He is indebted to them for all the sacrifices they
made to help him throughout his education at TUSDM. Secondly, Phi would like to thank
the entire Class of 2020. He cannot imagine completing his journey through dental school
with any other class. Thirdly, Phi would like to thank the faculty and staff who helped him
and provided inspiration through his four years at Tufts. He would like to thank Drs. E. Leo
Whitworth Jr., Anthony Silvestri, and Mirian Belussi. Their infectious enthusiasm for
teaching, positive approach to dentistry, and words of wisdom will always be remembered.
Phi would like to especially thank Group Atlantic Practice Coordinators, Drs. Olympia
Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Karen Wallach, for their great mentorship. They all
played a huge role in shaping Phi into the dental provider he is today, and he will carry
their invaluable lessons with him onto his future endeavors. Additionally, Phi would like to
thank Jackie, Tommy, Sarita, and Alyx for being the best DPAs a dental student can ask for.
Finally, Phi would like to give a special thanks to Dr. Christos Koumoutseas for being his
role model and mentor before and throughout his dental school education.
After graduation, Phi plans to practice in Massachusetts.
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Adailys Trincado, D2020
Adailys was born in Matanzas, Cuba. She moved to the United States with her family when
she was six years old. Adailys grew up in Miami, Florida and received her B.S. degree in
Biology with a minor in Chemistry and Psychology from Nova Southeastern University in
2010. She then earned a Master’s in Biomedical Sciences from Barry University in 2015.
At Tufts, Adailys was the recipient of the Tufts Merit Scholarship and Dean’s List for four
consecutive years. She was chosen as a Radiology Teaching Assistant and was involved in
the admissions process for the Class of 2024.
Adailys’ success in dental school would not be possible if not for her family. She would like to
thank her parents: “Mom and Dad, mil gracias por todo su apoyo incondicional y por todos
sus sacrificios para que yo pudiera cumplir mi sueno de ser dentista, sin ustedes nada de
esto fuera posible.” She also thanks her sister, Adielys: “Sister, thank you for being my #1
cheerleader and for always believing in me. Your words of encouragement and motivation
kept me focused on achieving my goals and not giving up.” She would like to thank her
husband: “My love, thank you for your unconditional love and support, for being the best
listener and for keeping me motivated every day.” Lastly, Adailys would like to thank her
entire family, including her grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins for their support from
afar and for always inspiring her to continue to pursue her career. She gives special thanks to
her guardian angel, her grandfather Papito: “Papi gracias por siempre cuidar de mi y por
apoyarme cada dia para seguir hacia adelante y convertirme en la Dra. Trincado, te amo y te
extrano todos los dias de mi vida, se que gracias a tus sacrificios pude tener la oportunidad
de estudiar la carrera de mis suenos en este pais.” She would like to thank her best friend,
Elsa Yumar, for the countless study sessions, support and for all her help with the clinical
laboratory projects. “This dental school journey was more amenable thanks to your
continued support, motivation and friendship, TQM my friend.”
Adailys extends her deepest gratitude to the Tufts faculty, especially her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Michael McQueen, Armond Enos,
David Leader, and Eduardo Olegario, for providing an outstanding learning environment. She also thanks Juan, Caitlin, Jimmy, and Alyx in
the Back Bay clinic for helping her every day. She would also like to thank her mentor Dr.Cynthia Yered. In addition, she thanks the
TUSDM clinical faculty who guided her every day in clinic, especially Drs. Aidee Herman, Mirian Belussi, Hugo Campos, Francois Fisselier,
and Mariam Margvelashvili.
Adailys will be the first dentist in her family, and she would like to share this accomplishment with all who have supported her through
this journey especially her family and her husband.
After graduation, Adailys will begin her career as a general dentist back home in Miami, FL. Adailys is excited to begin her next chapter in
life as new mommy to her son, Aiden, and as a dentist.

William L. Turner IV, D2020
William was born and raised in Raleigh, North Carolina. In 2014, he earned a B.S. degree
from Hampden-Sydney College, one of three remaining all-male schools in the country.
Prior to starting at Tufts, he then earned a Master’s of Science in Physiology at North
Carolina State University.
While at Tufts, William was able to participate in the Global Health Student Association trip
to Jamaica, where he provided dental care to those in need of all ages. He also was
fortunate enough to serve as a class representative for the Health and Wellness Committee
as well as co-founder the Tufts Dental Aesthetics Society. During its first year, TDAS was
able to host ten events for its members that included guest speakers and hands-on
workshops. With his passion for dentistry rooted in prosthodontics and cosmetics, William
also attended the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry Scientific Convention in San
Diego, CA and the Greater New York Prosthodontics Meeting. Upon his graduation, William
will be moving back home to North Carolina and work as an associate in private practice.
William would like to give a special thanks to his wife, Ashley, for her endless love and
support and late-night phone calls to get him through this journey. William also gives
special thanks to his two step-daughters, Ava and Scarlett, who always knew how to make
him smile and keep life in perspective. William knows he could not have gotten through his
journey without the help and love of his parents, Bill and Linda, who were great sports for
allowing William to constantly talk dentistry during his trips home. His big brother, Steve,
always kept William feeling encouraged and humble, at times when he needed it most.
Additionally, William would like to thank his Practice Coordinators, Dr. Alberto Sarmiento,
Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Karen Wallach, for their dedication to the pursuit of excellence and always holding William to a high
clinical standard. William would not have been able to gain his clinical confidence without the help from Dr. Konstantinos Vazouras, Dr.
Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Marcelo Suzuki, Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Judith Goldstein, Dr. Shivani Patel, and Dr. Steven Rubin. Lastly, William
would like to thank his patients for putting their trust in him and giving him the opportunity to hone his clinical skills.
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Shivangi Tyagi, DI2020
Shivangi was born in Jaipur Rajasthan, India and later moved to Ghaziabad U.P. after
completing high school. Her interest in healthcare was sparked at an early age by
observing her physician parents, Dr. Harshita Tyagi and Dr. Sushil Kumar, treating and
helping their patients. In order to follow her parent’s footsteps, she earned her B.D.S.
degree from I.T.S. Dental College Murad Nagar in 2013. Shivangi participated in various
dental health awareness camps and anti-tobacco campaigns while earning her dental
degree back in India. Shivangi moved to the United States after marriage to her husband,
Rohit Khare. She worked as a dental assistant at Aspen Dental and as a research volunteer
at the University of Pittsburgh before her acceptance to Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine in 2017.
First and foremost, Shivangi would like to thank God for the blessings and opportunities
she was given. She feels extremely lucky to be a part of the Tufts family and extends her
heartfelt thanks to Dr. Ronald Perry, Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway, and Dr. Tanya Wright for
giving her this once-in-a lifetime, life changing opportunity. Shivangi would like to extend
her utmost gratitude to the Charlestown Group Practice Coordinators, Drs. Alex Miele,
Denisa Stasa, and David Paul, for their invaluable guidance and mentorship in providing
comprehensive care and proper patient management. In addition, she also thanks all the
clinical faculty, especially Drs. Ala Ali, Amit Sachdeo, Kanchan Ganda, Marcelo Suzuki,
Francois Fisselier, BiNa Oh, Robert Mandell, James Theodore, Rocio Saavedra, and all the
others who guided and helped Shivangi hone her skills in providing well rounded
comprehensive dental care. She would like to thank Paula Callahan for all her efforts
during licensing exams. She also wants to thank her DPAs, Tangy Person and Romell Madison; Matilda for her assistance; and Jackie, Ali,
and Michela for their help at the dispensary on the third floor.
Shivangi would like to thank all her IS20 friends, but she especially wants to thank Ranmeek Kaur and Lara Easow , her Boston family, for
their help and guidance throughout this journey. She would like to wish the best to her IS20 classmates in all their future endeavors.
Lastly, Shivangi is forever grateful to her in-laws, Mrs. Pratima Khare and Mr. Rajendra Khare, for their constant love, support, and
contribution towards her dreams. She also wants to thank her parents, Harshita Tyagi and Sushil Kumar, and her brother, Mayank Tyagi,
for their constant encouragement and guidance, and for instilling in her a never-give-up attitude. “Mom! I did it.” Shivangi gives a special
thanks to her husband, Rohit Khare, for selflessly supporting and always believing in her. It would not have been possible without his
support. “Thank you for being there each step of the way.” Shivangi believes that her accomplishment is not only her own but a victory for
all those who have been with her through this journey.
After graduation Shivangi plans on moving back to Michigan where she plans to practice general dentistry.

Taylor Van Houten, D2020
Taylor was born and raised in New Jersey and graduated from Montville Township High
School in 2012. She then attended the University of Massachusetts Amherst and
graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology from the Commonwealth Honors College in 2016. After earning her
degree, Taylor was accepted into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (TUSDM).
While attending TUSDM from 2016 to 2020, Taylor was awarded the Merit Scholarship and
earned recognition on the Dean’s List every year. After being elected by classmates, she
served four years as the student class representative for the Outcomes Assessment
Committee. Tufts ASDA selected Taylor to be the student director for the New England
Center and Home for Veterans for three years. She also held the position of D2020 class
liaison for the Admissions Committee for three years. Taylor enjoyed helping reach
decisions on acceptances for the D.M.D. matriculants who will continue Tufts’ bright future.
During her last year at TUSDM, Taylor had the pleasure of supporting other students as a
clinical teaching assistant and radiology teaching assistant.
Taylor would like to thank the people who supported her through her career so far. Many
mentors guided her path and taught her to be the best dentist she could be, including Drs.
Maria Avrampou, Mirian Belussi, Thaisa Bordin, Hugo Campos, Ronald Davitt, Joanne
Falzone, Francois Fisselier, Maria Gonzalez, Robert Kasberg, Michael McQueen, Paul
Trombly, Michael Russ, and countless others. None of this would have been possible
without her Mom and Dad, who always believed in her, encouraged her to pursue her
dreams, and pushed her further. Taylor also thanks her family and friends, who motivated
her and cheered her on; her sisters for always being there, no matter how far away; and the Ellis and Riley families for all the advice,
support, and love. Lastly, she would like to thank her boyfriend, Andrew, for every time he “slowed the world down when it was spinning
too fast.” His unwavering support, encouragement, and unconditional love made the last four years a wonderful journey.
Taylor looks forward to pursuing a one-year general practice residency at Massachusetts General Hospital.
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Kayla Vasconcellos, D2020
Kayla was born and raised in Fall River, Massachusetts. Kayla became the first person in
her family to graduate from college when she earned her Bachelor of Science from
Emmanuel College in 2012. Shortly after graduation, her senior thesis was published in
the Journal of Nanoparticle Research. Kayla worked as a dental assistant and dental
administrator for four years after earning her B.S. degree in order to save enough money to
apply to dental school.
While at Tufts, Kayla was a devoted student, earning the Frank D. Kasparian, D61
Scholarship and Tufts merit scholarships, as well as maintaining a place on the Dean’s List
each year. She served as the Class of 2020’s Social Co-Chair, organizing a variety of events
to foster class unity. She also acted as a teaching assistant for Operative Dentistry and
Continuing Education and volunteered at several voter registration drives on campus. She
hopes to be remembered for her eagerness to learn and her ever-present sense of humor.
Kayla would like to extend her gratitude to the many people who made this possible: Dr.
Aren Gerdon for taking a Biology student into his Chemistry lab and for always encouraging
her to ponder “what’s next”; Dr. David Ahearn for taking a chance on her in 2013; Drs.
Carmine Morreale and Gerard Kugel for their support during the application process; and
the Kalil family for their support both inside and outside the dental clinic.
She would like to thank the many brilliant and devoted faculty and staff at Tufts, especially
her Practice Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Alberto Sarmiento, and Olympia Karacosta,
for making Group Practice Atlantic a safe place to learn; Drs. Steven Eisen and Flaviano
DiFalco for keeping her laughing in Preclin; Dr. Judith Goldstein for her invaluable lessons about life and dentistry; the incredibly patient
front desk staff, Val, Jackie, and Sarita; and the Radiology and Dispensary staff, especially Maria, Anita, and Lindita who work so hard to
make students’ days easier.
Kayla would also like to thank the people she loves the most: the Sullivan and Higgins families, the incredible women of The Girls Room
group chat, and her family, especially her father, Marc; her sister, Kady; and her grandmother, Patricia, whose love and support were her
guiding light throughout this experience.
After graduation, Kayla will be completing a General Practice Residency at New York-Presbyterian: Weill Cornell Medical Center in New
York City.

Saachi Verma, D2020
Saachi grew up in Visalia, California, where she fell in love with the health profession,
especially because her father, Dr. Aditya Verma, is a cardiologist. She explored several
professions, including medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and physical therapy to find her best
fit, which at the end of the day turned out to be dentistry. Since high school, Saachi
aspired to become a dentist, excited to embark on a profession that involved both
medicine and art.
After high school, Saachi went to the University of California, Los Angeles to pursue a B.S.
degree in Biology, where she continued to involve herself in dental related organizations
and community service initiatives. Once a college graduate, Saachi completed her Masters
in Biomedical Sciences at Tufts University School of Medicine. In graduate school, Saachi
realized that her two main interests resided in serving underprivileged communities as
well as learning about the importance of oral health promotion and dental education.
Throughout dental school, Saachi joined organizations that also revolved around her
interests. Through Delta Sigma Delta, of which she served as president by her fourth year,
she volunteered at a local elementary school for tutoring sessions, participated in food
drives around the area, and volunteered at Special Olympics with other dental students,
giving the attending athletes oral health screenings and education. Additionally, she
further enjoyed community service events put on by the South Asian Medical and Dental
Association, going to local temples to provide oral screenings. Saachi even participated in
the Health Literacy Intensive Elective to further her skills in oral health promotion to carry
with her once she graduates.
After graduation, Saachi plans to stay in the Boston area to work for a dental office. She is excited to continue to work under experienced
dentists and keep learning about this field she loves. She would like to give special thanks to all her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Karen
Wallach, Dr. Olympia Karacosta, and Dr. Alberto Sarmiento, for pushing her and making her into a confident dentist always eager to learn.
She is also grateful to the faculty who contributed greatly to her education and drive including Dr. Laurence Barron, Dr. Konstantinos
Vazouras, and Dr. Patrick McGarry. Last and dearest to her heart, Saachi would like to thank her family: Aditya, Poonam, Akshita, and
Shrey Verma for always believing in her, and also to her partner, Chris Bridges, who reminds her every day how strong she is.
Saachi is sad to close this incredible chapter of her life, but she is thankful for all the amazing friends she made as well as all the
unforgettable experiences.
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Lam Vo, D2020
Lam is from a small town in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. She received her Bachelor of Science
degree in Biological Sciences from Louisiana State University. She then earned a Master of
Science degree from Mississippi College. Lam was ecstatic to become the first doctor in her
family after her acceptance into TUSDM.
One of the greatest memories in Lam’s journey in dental school was having the opportunity
to attend a five-week externship in Winslow, AZ. Lam would like to extend gratitude to the
attendings, residents, and dental assistants at the Winslow Indian Health Care Center.
While at Tufts Dental, Lam participated in a global service-learning trip in the Dominican
Republic. She would like to thank Drs. Soo-Woo Kim, Carol Yun, and John Morgan for their
mentorship during the trip.
Lam would like to sincerely thank the preclinical and clinical faculty who contributed to her
dental education, especially her Practice Coordinators in Group Exeter, Drs. Mary Karish,
Mark Caddell, and Alan Epstein. Lam would also like to show appreciation to Drs. Richard
Doff, Thaisa Bordin, Ala Ali, James Theodore, Duangkamol Blankenship, Huda Stipho, Yowei Chen, Mariam Margvelashvili, and Francois Fisselier. She especially would like to thank
her DPAs, Aeron, Lindsey, and Flavio, for keeping her on track towards graduation. Lam
would not have been successful in clinic without the help of the Radiology Department,
including Gina, Emily, Maria, and Jackie.
The four years Lam spent at TUSDM would not have been the same without the supportive
friends who became her second family away from home, Airy Choi, Ruby Wagimin, Teresa
Huynh, Matthew Chan, Steven Le, Christopher Jung, Randy To, Justin Chow, Husein Barodawala, David Powers, Anna Lam, Albert Kim,
Evanthia Vranas, and Saachi Verma. She would also like to thank Drs. Sang Joon Lee and Timothy Kim for their generous help throughout
dental school.
Most importantly, Lam would like to thank her loving parents, Huong Vo and Ngon Nguyen, both of whom passed away during their early
years. Lam would not be where she is today without having her parents as her best role models. She hopes that her parents are smiling
down on her on this exciting day, and that they continue to guide her through life.
Lastly, Lam would like to thank Sterling Dao for all of his support during her senior year.
After graduation, Lam plans to practice as a general dentist in Texas.
“Congratulations Class of 2020!”

Evanthia Vranas, D2020
Evanthia graduated from Indiana University in 2016 with a B.S. degree in Biology. Evanthia
describes herself as a well-rounded mind body wellness dentist and person. She believes
in treating the human spirit as well as their oral health wants and needs. During her time at
TUSDM, Evanthia joined Dr. Christina Pastan as one of the first student representatives of
the Health and Wellness Committee. During her time on the committee, she taught yoga
and barre classes for the TUSDM family, ran pre-exam meditations for her class, and
helped organize TUSDM teams to participate in many charitable events. In addition, some
of Evanthia’s most memorable moments at TUSDM are from the patient cases she saw and
the conversations with faculty she had both in Group Practice Back Bay and the emergency
clinic. The diverse patient population as well as faculty backgrounds provided Evanthia
with a thorough and exciting clinical experience that created the beginnings of success in
her dental career.
Outside of TUSDM, Evanthia can also be found teaching group fitness classes at the many
Equinox locations as well as other smaller barre and Pilates studios. While this kept her
busy, it also provided a way to spread positive energy to the fitness community and made
her past four years in Boston unforgettable. Also during the past four years, she ran the
Chicago Marathon twice, and the last time she ran it for charity with Team Determination
for the American Cancer Society. While she is eager to get back home, she will miss her
long training runs along the Charles River.
After graduation, Evanthia plans to move back home to Chicago and attend Loyola
University Medical Center’s General Practice Program as a dental resident. As one of six
residents, Evanthia will be caring for patients in the dental practice, the operating room, the emergency room, and the Hines VA. After
residency, Evanthia hopes to join a group practice in the Chicagoland area as a general dentist. She also looks forward to becoming a
wife, a mother, and a part-time fitness instructor.
Evanthia would like to thank Dr. Christina Pastan for providing an outlet to merge her passions of mindbody wellness and dentistry; Dr.
Patrick McGarry, head of the Emergency Clinic, for his wealth of knowledge and intriguing dental conversations; her parents, Nick and
Ellena Vranas, for providing constant motivation and guidance; her sister, Arianna Vranas, for the reminders to stay positive and pray;
her boyfriend, Ryan Shook, for always going the distance both physically and emotionally to show unconditional love and support; her
cousin and their family, Dora, Elie, Elias, and William, for being family away from home with a constant open door policy; and for God and
his Guardian Angels for their protection and strength.
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Ruby Wagimin, D2020
Ruby was born in Paramaribo, Suriname. She moved to the United States when she was
nineteen years old with her mother and siblings to pursue a career in dentistry. She
received her B.S. degree in Biology in 2014 at Nova Southeastern University in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. She then earned her M.S. degree in Biomedical Sciences at Larkin
University, while working part-time as a practice care coordinator at Naidu Orthodontics.
Ruby will be the first dentist in her family.
While at Tufts, Ruby had the pleasure of serving as her class treasurer for four years. This
position allowed Ruby to hone her leadership skills and get involved in the TUSDM
community. She also served as historian in the Hispanic Dental Association in her third
year and was fortunate to be a part of the mentoring program since her first year with Dr.
Shubha Nanda as her mentor.
She would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. Paul Trombly and Dr. Ilenia Gonzalez
Gusmao, and clinical instructors, Dr. Colette Catalino, Dr. Ronald Davitt, Dr. Dean Cohen,
Dr. Francois Fisselier, Dr. Hanna Bae, Dr. Maria Avrampou, Dr. Yo-wei Chen, Dr. Thaisa
Bordin, and Dr. Mary Marefat. She would also like to thank Dr. Kistama Naidu, Cindy
Budhu, and mentor, Dr. Shubha Nanda, for their guidance and support.
Most importantly, Ruby would like to thank her parents, Rinette and Rudie; sister, Roghan;
and brothers, Andrew and Lorenzo, for the love, support, and motivation throughout her
career. She would like to acknowledge her mother for making the sacrifice for her and her
siblings to move to a different country and leave her life behind for their future. “Thank you
mama, I would not be able to make it through this without your constant support and
encouragement.”
Upon graduation from Tufts University, Ruby plans on working in private practice in Florida
and looks forward to start her career and develop her professional skills through
mentorship, continuing education, and community outreach.
“Congratulations to the Class of 2020!”

Syeda Fatima Wasti, DI2020
Fatima Wasti, an international dentist from U.A.E., moved to the United States in 2011 after
graduating with a D.D.S. from Ajman University. After her move, she became involved wtih
various dental organizations, including Ebenezer Medical Outreach (Huntington, WV), More
Smiles Wisconsin, and the American Cancer Society.
Fatima also holds a Master’s in Public Health with a dental emphasis from A. T. Still
University and intends to make a difference by contributing to dental public health
infrastructure. She firmly believes in the power of education and that oral health
disparities can be greatly reduced by increasing knowledge amongst all. Her research
interest lies in epidemiology and evidence-based preventive dentistry, especially amongst
children and the geriatric population.
Other than her passion for dentistry, Fatima enjoys cooking, traveling, painting, and most
of all, spending time with and planning activities for her son.
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Corey Williams, D2020
Before matriculating at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Corey received a B.S.
degree from Texas Southern University.

Patrick R. Wilson, D2020
Patrick was born and raised in Beverly, Massachusetts. He attended Boston University and
graduated with a B.S. degree in Ecology in 2015. During his time as an undergraduate
student, Patrick took part in research as well as community activities. He was a lab
assistant for the infectious diseases lab at BU and was president of the university’s chapter
of the Best Buddies program. After completing his undergraduate degree, Patrick worked
for a year as a brewer for the Ipswich Ale brewing company. In 2016, he matriculated into
the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine as a member of the class of 2020.
While at TUSDM, Patrick was a member of the Left-Handed Dentistry Club and participated
in numerous community events such as Autism Smiles and Predental Day. Academically, he
remained on the Dean’s List for multiple years and was a TA for the Dental Anatomy class.
Patrick always believed that volunteering to help the community and his peers is
something everyone should strive for. Although he was not a clinical TA, he was always
willing to help his fellow classmates in class and outside. He completed his externship at
the Dimock Health Center in Roxbury, where he learned how much of an impact he could
make in the community.
Through the years as a student at Tufts, Patrick was lucky to have a large group of faculty
and friends who guided him through his studies. He is so thankful to have such dedicated
mentors who helped him grow into a compassionate dental provider. He would like to
especially thank his Practice Coordinators, Drs. Armond Enos, David Leader, Michael
McQueen, and Eduardo Olegario, for all of their hard work through his clinical career.
Patrick would also like to express gratitude to Drs. Mirian Belussi, Hugo Campos, Katerina
Paraskevopoulou, Robert Mandell, Patrick McGarry, Hanna Bae, Francois Fisselier, and Duangkamol Blankenship for their continued
support during his education. Finally, Patrick would like to thank the amazing second floor staff, Caitlin Lu, Jimmy Nguyen, Alyx Ortiz,
Jessica Cardona, Juan Catano, Lendita, and Monica. Without their aid, clinic would have been extremely difficult. Patrick would like to give
a collective thanks to all of the staff in central sterilization, maintenance, and cleaning for all of their hard work as well.
Everything Patrick was able to achieve is due to the support of his family. He would like to convey his deepest gratitude to his parents,
Rick and Jean; his sister, Olivia; his grandmother, Kathleen; and his fiancée, Rachel, for their love and patience. All of them did whatever
they could to help Patrick graduate, and without them and his pets he would be lost. Patrick plans to return to where he was raised after
graduation and start practicing at a private practice or DSO. He looks forward to a long and rewarding career as a D.M.D. and wishes all of
his classmates the best of luck in their endeavors.
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Emily Ye, DI2020
Emily was born in Pittsburgh, PA and grew up in Beijing, China. She graduated from Peking
University Health Science Center with a Bachelor of Medicine in the specialty of
Stomatology in 2016. During her undergraduate years, Emily was a coordinator for Chinese
Organization for Rare Disorders (CORD) which solidified her passion for providing help for
special needs people. She plans to work on the East Coast as a general dentist after
graduation.
Emily would like to express gratitude to the Exeter Practice Coordinators, Dr. Mark Caddell,
Dr. Alan Epstein, and Dr. Mary Karish, for their invaluable mentorship and guidance. Emily
would also like to thank all the clinical faculty, staff, and administration for their direction
and patience.
Emily also wants to show special appreciation to Dr. Ronald Perry, who gave her the chance
to be one of the members of TUSDM and also gave Emily unlimited support on her career
pathway.
Lastly, but mostly importantly, Emily would like to thank her parents, Xiaogang and Yuhua,
and her most precious friend, Sifan, for their endless support and unconditional love.

Mina Youssef, D2020
In 1999, Mina, along with his parents and younger brother, immigrated to the United
States from Egypt with the hopes of living the American dream. He attended the University
of Massachusetts in Boston, where he received his Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.
He then continued his education and attained a Master of Science degree from New York
University.
Prior to beginning his education at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, he interned
at a private dental office, where he witnessed firsthand the impact that dentistry had on an
individual’s quality of life. Every encounter Mina had from then on only solidified his
ongoing passion. He is grateful for the faculty and staff at Tufts who were not only
educators to him in the field of dental medicine but also mentors. TUSDM’s program
emphasized the importance of competence in the clinical setting which gave Mina the
confidence required by a novice dentist entering the field of dentistry. Throughout his last
two years at TUSDM, Mina became fascinated with the advancement of dental technology
specifically associated with full mouth rehabilitation and dental implants.
First and foremost, Mina would like to thank God for providing him with His endless
blessings. He would also like to thank his parents and brother for providing him with their
ongoing love and support through this journey. He would personally like to thank Dr.
Joanne Falzone for guiding him from the onset of his dental career. Last but certainly not
least, Mina would like to shout out his perfect wife for her endless encouragement and
love.
Post-graduation, Mina plans to begin practicing right away and hopes to open multiple
private practices with his brother.
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Youstina Youssef, D2020
Youstina was born in Cairo, Egypt and moved to the United States with her mother at nine
months of age. Youstina grew up in Greenwich, CT with her mother and grandmother.
Youstina graduated from the University of Connecticut in 2014 and earned a B.S. degree in
Cognitive Sciences with a minor in Psychology. Youstina then completed a PostBaccalaureate pre-medical program at American University in Washington, DC in 2015. Just
24 hours before orientation, Youstina received a phone call informing her of her
acceptance into Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and made her move to Boston,
MA that same day.
Growing up, Youstina always had a passion for volunteering her time to serve those in
greatest need. While at TUSDM, Youstina became a member of the Student National Dental
Association (SNDA) and enjoyed serving Boston’s community of children, elderly, and
those less fortunate. Youstina volunteered in soup kitchens, food banks, and community
homes for the homeless. She was also committed to mentoring others on their journey to
dental school and was actively involved in programs like Tufts’ Impressions Day and the
Increasing Diversity in Dentistry (IDID) Symposium. Youstina also enjoyed learning about
different cultures and traditions and consequently became the social chair of a newlyfound club at Tufts, the African Diaspora United. In her free time, Youstina loves to sing and
record cover videos of her favorite songs. She considers music her escape.
During her fourth year, Youstina was fortunate to go to Arizona for a five-week externship at
the Winslow Indian Health Care Center, where she provided dental care to an underserved
Navajo community. This experience was incredibly rewarding for Youstina, as she was
immersed in the Navajo culture and learned the value of quality dental care.
Youstina was the recipient of the 2018 Horace Wells Dental Student Scholarship which honors students from Connecticut who
demonstrate a commitment to providing care to the underserved. Youstina was also an honoree of the Lucy Hobbs Project, and her story
commemorating the inspirational women in her life was featured in the March 2019 edition of The Daily Floss.
After graduation, Youstina will complete a General Practice Residency at Harbor UCLA Medical Center and hopes to one day practice in a
community where she can continue to serve the underrepresented population.
Youstina would like to thank her mother, Gehan, and grandmother, Gamalat, for their ceaseless prayers and support. She gives a special
thanks to the rest of her family and friends for their unconditional love and encouragement. She would also like to extend gratitude to her
Practice Coordinators in Group Exeter, Drs. Mark Caddell, Alan Epstein, and Mary Karish; Associate Dean Robert Kasberg for his constant
mentorship and commitment to students; and her faculty mentor, Dr. Melissa Ing, for always being there to provide advice.
Above all, Youstina would like to thank God for all her victories, challenges and everything in between. [1 Thessalonians 4:11-12]
“Congratulations, Class of 2020!”

Yau-Hua Yu, DI Faculty 2020
After receiving her D.D.S. degree from National Yang-Ming University in Taiwan in 1998, Dr.
Yu trained as a general practice/prosthetic resident in Taipei Veterans General Hospital
before embarking on research training. Dr. Yu completed her research training at Harvard
School of Dental Medicine, earning a DMSc. in Oral Biology and Certificate in Dental
Informatics in 2005. With her dedication and passion in the study of periodontal disease,
Dr. Yu then completed a Certificate in Periodontology as well as an MMSc. in Oral Biology
at the Harvard School of Dental Medicine in 2015.
Dr. Yu joined Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in 2015 and currently teaches in
the student clinic. She also conducts research with support from the NIH K23 Career
Development Award. Dr. Yu has published peer-reviewed articles and received several
national prestigious awards from the American Academy of Periodontology Foundation and
the American Association of Dental Research. She sees patients in the Faculty Practice and
is also a Diplomate of the American Academy of Periodontology.
Dr. Yu would like to thank her sweet husband, Dr. Hsu-Ko Kuo for his loving support all the
time as well as her three children for accommodating such a busy mom. She would also
like to thank her mentors, Dean Nadeem Karimbux, TUSDM leadership, Department Chair
Dr. Bjorn Steffensen, and all the colleagues in the department of Periodontology who
inspired her to grow and mature.
After graduation, Dr. Yu plans to continue her full-time academic career at TUDSM as well
as continue to conduct research with the NIH K23 award. With her diverse background in
periodontology coupled with experiences in computational biology and epidemiological
research, Dr. Yu’s long-term career goal is to lead a translational research team working to
advance insight into molecular causes and develop novel personalized treatments for
periodontal disease.
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Elsa Yumar, D2020
Born and raised in Cuba, Elsa moved to the United States with her family at the age of
sixteen. She lived in Miami, FL until venturing to Boston for dental school. She earned a
B.A. degree in Biology with a minor in Psychology and graduated cum laude from Florida
International University in 2015.
Tufts University provided Elsa with a culturally rich and supportive environment, allowing
her to thrive both professionally and personally. She is incredibly thankful to receive such
an excellent academic education and clinical training throughout the last four years.
Elsa is grateful for the invaluable guidance and support from numerous faculty and staff
members who helped her become a better provider throughout the course of her dental
education at Tufts. She would like to give special thanks to her Group Practice Atlantic
Coordinators, Drs. Karen Wallach, Olympia Karacosta, Alberto Sarmiento, and Shivani
Patel. Their teaching allowed Elsa to grow as a provider with every appointment and leave
Tufts with the confidence needed to provide the best care to her patients.
In addition, Elsa would like to thank Dr. Pilar Sanchez, Dr. Mirian Belussi, Dr. Hugo
Campos, Dr. Aidee Herman, Dr. Aikaterini Kostagianni, and Dr. Judith Goldstein for the
patience, kindness, and mentorship while helping her develop her skills as a clinician. Elsa
would also like to acknowledge her Atlantic DPAs, Jackie, Tommy, and Sarita, for always
having a smile on their faces.
Elsa especially thanks her fiancé, Marlon, for the unconditional love and support through
the long days of dental school, making her laugh every day, and always supporting her
dreams. She gives special recognition to Adailys Trincado D20 for a friendship that got her though the best and toughest times of this
dental school journey and for all the laughs. The countless projects and hours in the lab would not have been nearly as entertaining
without her.
Most importantly Elsa would like to thank her family for their love and unconditional support every single step of the way.
“Gracias a mi familia, por todo el amor, el sacrificio y por darme las fuerzas para seguir adelante. Lo logramos! Mami y Papi ustedes son
mi motivación cada día, gracias por siempre darme tanto amor.”
Elsa is proud to be the first dentist in her family and hopes to keep being a role model for her little sister, Elisa.
After graduation, Elsa will be returning to South Florida and working as a general dentist.
“Congratulations, Class of 2020!”

Ping Zeng, D2020
Ping graduated with a B.A. in Psychology from Denison University in 2012 and a B.S. in
Biology from the University of Massachusetts Boston in 2015. Ping worked as a dental
assistant, dental patient coordinator, and dental office manager prior to matriculating at
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine.
Ping is thankful to Dr. Quyen Tran D10 for her guidance into the profession as her mentor
and friend. She is grateful for the mentorship of Associate Dean Robert Kasberg in dental
school, as well as the wonderful faculty and staff at Tufts Dental who taught her many skills
in the profession. She would like to thank her Practice Coordinators, Dr. David Paul, Dr.
Alex Miele, and Dr. Denisa Stasa, for their patience and teachings. She would also like to
thank Tangy, Romell, Matilda, Michela, and Jacky for the hard work and long hours they put
in every day to make students successful. Ping is grateful for her fellow classmates and the
upperclassmen who came before her for working with her and helping her along the way.
Ping is grateful to her parents, Jian Ning Zeng and Mei Ying Huang, and her siblings,
Xiumin, Qing, and Mingjie, for all their love, sacrifices, and support throughout her life.
She gives many thanks to her boyfriend, Kyle Brockett, and her best friends, Mary Nguyen
and Tatiana Ware, for their boundless encouragement and love.
Ping will forever remember the impact that her sister Qing made on her life and will miss all
the advice, laughs, and moments that they shared together.
After graduation, Ping plans to go into private practice.
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